
Linda and Steve Wight have
been on a seven-year quest for

a permit allowing their dream home
to be built.  At the Feb. 9 Lafayette
City Council meeting, it was appar-
ent that there had been a change of
heart with city council members
about the proposed 10,000-square-
foot home on 13.66 acres at the end
of Monticello Road, which looked
like the permit would be denied after
years of hearings. 

      
The wheels of city government

grind slowly especially for a building
within the Hillside Overlay District,
which requires both a Phase I ap-
proval about siting and massing and
Phase II which evaluates the design
and impacts of the project.  In prepa-
ration for their December 2014
meeting, a denial resolution for a
Phase II Hillside Development Per-
mit was ready to go, attached to the
staff report.  The denial resolution
preparation was the result of the
Sept. 22, 2014 hearing, which culmi-
nated with a vote of four against and
one in favor of the home.  The matter
dragged on into the new year; it was
continued three times, to address
legal concerns, to review grading in-
formation and to look into comments
by Lafayette’s attorney. 

      
At the February 2015 city coun-

cil meeting, attorney for the appli-
cants, David Bowie, obviously
disagreed with the still pending de-

nial resolution and pointed out that
the project meets the criteria for ap-
proval, explaining that “the Phase I
application requires all the findings
be actually made.  This council made
those findings.”  He added, “I think
there’s a real problem with that.”  

      
Arguing that the required

amount of grading had been mini-
mized as much as possible, and that
the applicants had agreed to monitor-
ing and mitigation for the amount of
traffic, additionally because only a
small portion of the large site is
being developed, the applicants have
not violated the city’s design guide-
lines.  Bowie calls the home a “per-
fectly acceptable project” with “no
impacts on anyone off-site,” adding
it “really meets every single one of
your requirements.”

      
“We’ve spent considerable time

with our attorneys discussing this ap-
plication,” explained then Mayor
Don Tatzin at the Dec. 2, 2014 coun-
cil meeting. “As a result of those dis-
cussions, I’ve concluded the best
course of action is to investigate fur-
ther what conditions would reduce
the impacts of the project that we in-
cluded in the Phase I approval, to an
acceptable level.”  

      
Tatzin acknowledged that he still

has concerns about the impacts of the
project, specifically excessive grad-
ing and roughly 5,000 truck trips
through the narrow residential Mon-

ticello Road.  He and fellow council
members expressed the hope that
they can work cooperatively with the
applicant and the public.  

      
While the project still hasn’t

been officially approved, it’s clear
that the denial was not approved.
Procedurally the council is taking
steps to update the mitigated nega-
tive declaration.  Once that is com-
plete it will go back to the council to
flesh out the conditions of approval,
which include public input.

      
Throughout the entire process,

residents who live on Monticello
and in surrounding areas have con-
sistently urged the council to deny
the project, asking it to consider the
narrow roadway with no sidewalks
and lots of kids, diesel particulate
matter and noise pollution for the
estimated two years of construc-
tion, which in their opinion is haz-
ardous.  

      
Some of the neighbors are so

concerned they pitched in to hire
their own attorney to join the fray.
Edward Shaffer of Archer Norris is
representing the Glen Road Neigh-
borhood Association. He sees many
significant impacts of the project. 

      
The Wight’s journey started with

an application for a 5,900-square-
foot home by a different architect,
which was approved back in the
spring of 2008.  They let that ap-
proval expire and endeavored to

apply for a Phase I permit for a sub-
stantially larger home in 2011.  After
initially being denied for the Phase I
permit by the planning commission
in March of 2012, the property own-
ers appealed the decision and asked
for a de novo public hearing later
that month.  In July of 2012 the city
council voted to uphold the appli-
cant’s appeal and approved the Phase
It made clear that the Phase II permit
application would be reviewed on its
own merits.  

      
An open letter from Peter Clark,

president of the Happy Valley Im-
provement Association, presented at
the February city council meeting
speculated about the reasoning be-
hind the council’s about face: “One
possibility is the fear of losing a
costly lawsuit.”  He concludes,
“Happy Valley residents pay enor-
mous amounts of state and local
taxes; while we know that the city
gets little of it back, we think that
going to court to deny special land
use privilege to a litigious few is an
excellent use of our tax dollars.” 

     
Calls to the senior planner and

Lafayette’s city attorney, as well as
David Bowie, attorney for the ap-
plicants were not returned.  Going
forward, the comment period for
the Mitigated Negative Declaration
was extended; it will be on the
council’s agenda March 9 and
again on March 23.
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Dana Green
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STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2014
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   Just Listed!  1st Open Sun. 1-4!
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Updated 5BR/3.5BA, 3025± sq. ft.  
home with expansive living spaces!  
The .34± acre lot includes built-in 

BBQ, patio, lawn, & basketball court. 
Convenient location close to downtown  

Lafayette and Walnut Creek!
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City Council
Monday, March 9, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Special Meeting

Wednesday, Feb. 25, 7 p.m.
Regular Meeting

Monday, March 2, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, March 9, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, March 4, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, March 11, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Middle School Library
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Alarms 63
911 calls 33
Battery
      Hwy 24/Oak Hill Rd
Burglary, Auto
      1000 block Lindsey Ct
      1300 block Sunset Lp
      1500 block Sunset Lp
      10 block Westminster Pl
      1200 block Quandt Rd
      4000 block Los Arabis
      1100 block Oak Hill Rd
      3700 block Highland Rd
      900 block Dolores Dr
      900 block Risa Rd
      Dolores Rd/Mt Diablo Bl
      3400 block Golden Gate Wy
      1000 block Via Alta
      3300 block Sweet Dr
Burglary, Residential
      1500 block Rancho del Hambre
      3300 block Hermosa Wy
      10 block Greenvalley Ct
      1000 block 2nd St
      10 block Diablo Cr
Burglary, Commercial
      1000 block 2nd St
Civil Disturbance
      3200 block Glenside Dr
DUI
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Mt Diablo Bl (2)
Exhibition of Speed
      Silverado/Rohrer Drs
      1800 block Reliez Valley Rd
Fire/EMS Response
      Reliez Valley Rd/Almaden Ct
      3300 block Reliez Highland Rd
      Library
      3300 block Rowland Dr
      900 block Moraga Rd
Forgery
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
Grand Theft
      3200 block Quandt Rd
Hit & Run
      3400 block Monroe Av (2)
      1000 block 2nd St
      Mt Diablo Bl/Moraga Rd
      Trader Joe’s (2)
      Safeway
      Postino’s
Loitering
     Los Arabis/Upper Happy 
      Valley Rd
Loud Party
      4000 block Natasha Dr (2)
Petty Theft
      1500 block Sunset Lp
      1000 block Roderick Ct
      1600 block Reliez Valley Rd
      Trader Joe’s

      1800 block Reliez Valley Rd
      3300 block Kim Rd (2)
      3300 block Hillside Ter
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
      30 block Prado Wy
      1600 block Reliez Valley Rd
      700 block Las Trampas
Promiscuous Shooting
      1000 block Dyer Dr 
Public Nuisance
      900 block 2nd St (2)
      60 block Glenside Dr
      Los Palos/Glenside Dr
      3500 block Moraga Bl
      Florence Dr/Betty Ln
      Buchan Dr/Old Tunnel Rd
      Redwood Ln/Happy Valley Rd 
      Alta Ln/Pleasant Hill Rd
      4100 block Happy Valley Rd
      30 block Olympic Oaks Dr
      3300 block Sweet Dr
      3300 block Vaughn Rd
      900 block 2nd St
Reckless Driving
      500 block Silverado Dr
      Deer Hill Rd/1st St
      St Mary’s Rd/Rohrer Dr
      Acalanes Rd/Mt Diablo Bl
      BART Lafayette
      Deer Hill Rd/Brown Av
      Acalanes Rd/Hwy 24 (2)
      Oak Hill Rd/Hwy 24
      Sessions Rd/Sierra Vista Wy
Runaway Juvenile
      700 block Old Jonas Hill Rd
Shoplifting
      Safeway
Susp. Circumstances 12
Suspicious Vehicle 31
Suspicious Subject 25
Threats
      3300 block Carlyle Ter
      1000 block Via Baja
Traffic Stops 179
Trespass
      1000 block Creekwood Pl
Vandalism
      200 block Lafayette Cr
      Oakwood Athletic Club
      3100 block Stanley Bl
Vehicle Theft
      10 block Sweet Rd
      1200 block El Curtola

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Feb. 1-14:    

Quest for Dream House Approval Continues
By Cathy Tyson

Pamela Halloran
Real Estate Broker

Dare to 
DREAM

Where to go, what to do?
How to make that happen?

The Time is Now!
Turn Your Dreams into Reality. 

Call Pamela today!
925.323.4100

pacificunion.com 

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com | PamelaHalloran.com | License #: 00936191

Listing and Selling 
for over 25 years!
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Quality Orthopedic Care in Your Community
Bay Area Surgical Specialists is honored to

announce the latest addition to their surgical team,
Benjamin Busfield, M.d., orthopedic Surgeon.

Dr. Busfield is a board certified Orthopedic and Sports Medicine Surgeon
specializing in joint replacement, fracture care, and surgery in the upper
extremity, lower extremity, and non-operative care. He also performs
minimally invasive surgery and arthroscopy. Dr. Busfield treats patients
for elbow, ankle, knee, shoulder, and hip injuries and issues.

www.bayareasurgical.com
911 Moraga rd., Lafayette
925.528.BONE (2663) Phone
925.932.0139 Fax

Dr. Busfield has been practicing in the East Bay for over 6 years
and now is joining an elite group of surgeons in Contra Costa County.

Same exceptional care, but at a new location in Lafayette.
Please contact our office to schedule an appointment.




