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The program's website, Code.org, states, "We believe computer science and computer
programming should be part of the core curriculum in education, alongside other science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) courses, such as biology, physics, chemistry and
algebra." According to the website, tens of millions of students have tried Hour of Code. And more
than 60 school districts in the United States have added computer science classes using Code.org's
curriculum, including the seven largest districts in the nation.

At Burton Valley Elementary School's computer lab, along with various computer games that
focus on improving the students' typing skills and logical reasoning, young students learn the basic
steps of coding. Hour of Code presents new concepts using programs featuring familiar characters
from popular games and media, such as Elsa and Anna from Disney's animated film "Frozen."

Other programs on Code.org allow the user to create stories or even downloadable games that
can be played on smartphones. The website also features links to more advanced tutorials that
teach JavaScript and tutorial apps for phones and tablets. Using drag-and-drop programming, these
game-like tutorials help students to learn various elements of coding such as repeat loops,
conditionals, and basic algorithms. The program presents concepts in a simple, fun way that anyone
can understand, regardless of age or previous experience.

Valerie Rockwell, a sophomore currently enrolled in Campolindo's Intro to Computer Science
class, believes this program will lead to an increase in popularity for the subject.

"I thought it was a great way to learn the thought process used when coding. It helps build
the basic skills needed in more complex programming. By introducing it in a fun and simple way,
people who enjoy it will become more curious about programming and challenge themselves to
learn more in a computer science or programming class,” Paymer said. "Many students had a really
good time participating in the Hour of Code, and some, who had never before considered
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programming, found out that they are good at it and want to learn more about it. | am hoping that
those students will continue studying programming next year in one of our computer science
classes. But even students who do not choose to continue have learned a little about how
programming works, and that's really important right now in our society."

As the program's website declares, "Anyone can learn."

Reach the reporter at: info@lamorindaweekly.com
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