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Music LessonsLost Dog

Insurance

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

6 yr. old White Male Standard
Poodle (micro chipped) got lost
in Briones Regional Park on
1/25/15. He is not only a mem-
ber of our family, he is also our
son's companion/forever friend.
If you have seen him there or
rescued him email
Kgeorgens@gmail.com or call
925-785-2026.

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

ConstructionHandyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Painting Contractor

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

House Cleaning & Organizing

Masterpiece
Household
Services

Complete cleaning weekly, biweekly
& monthly Including construction
cleaning, moving in & moving out.
Home organizing. Very detail

oriented with 20 years of experience,
Excellent references, (510)506-2667

www.mphousehold.com 

Lafayette Painting-all work
supervised by owner/contractor.

on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.  

Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

Saint Mary’s Loses in WCC
Quarterfinals
By Michael Sakoda

Like the fate of those in casinos
around Orleans Arena in Las

Vegas, the basketball teams of Saint
Mary’s College seemed to have had
the odds stacked against them for a
shot at the NCAA tournament.

      
The women’s team wrapped up

their season with a 20-9 record (13-5
WCC) earning the No. 4 seed in the
WCC tournament. The Gaels drew a
tough quarterfinal showdown with
BYU on March 5.  

      
It was a thriller, featuring 18 lead

changes, several within the last two
minutes, but BYU’s Lexi Eaton
dropped in the game winner with two
seconds left, sealing a 65-64 heart-
breaker for the Gaels.

      
“We really tried, and sometimes

that just happens,” said senior Carli
Rosenthal, who finished with 14
points (4-4 FG; 6-6 FT), 12 rebounds.

      
Trailing 63-62 with under a

minute to go, Rosenthal came up with
a steal, and scored a put-back on the
ensuing possession, giving Saint
Mary’s a 64-63 lead with 19 seconds
left, but Eaton would get the final
shot.

      
“Carli makes a play … and the

bench is going crazy. Seconds later,
they make a play. That’s what college
basketball is all about,” said head
coach Paul Thomas. “Unfortunately,
one team had to go home.”

      
The Gaels turned heads this sea-

son, and Thomas was one of three
coaches to be named WCC Co-Head
Coach of the Year, while freshman
Stella Beck was named WCC New-
comer of the Year, juniors Lauren
Nicholson and Shannon Mauldin

were named to the all-WCC first and
second teams, and Rosenthal was
named honorable mention all-league.

      
The men’s team rounded out the

regular season with a 21-8 record (13-
5 WCC), good enough for the No. 3
seed in the WCC tournament, but a
hungry Portland team proved to be
too much for the Gaels on March 7.

      
The Pilots took a 32-26 lead into

the locker room at the half, and it only
got worse from there, as the Gaels
squad was routed 69-52.

      
“I didn’t push the right buttons to

have them play well,” said head coach
Randy Bennett. “No excuses.”

      
Portland beat Saint Mary’s in just

about every way, outshooting SMC
50 percent to 30 percent, out rebound-
ing the Gaels 31-30 despite a consid-
erable size disadvantage, and handing
out 11 assists to the Gaels’ four.

      
“We didn’t come out with the

normal energy and passion,” said sen-
ior Brad Waldow, the only Gael to put
up strong numbers (25 points, 8 re-
bounds).

      
Waldow’s hard work didn’t go

unnoticed this season, as he and Kerry
Carter were named to the WCC’s first
team, with senior Aaron Bright earn-
ing an all-league honorable mention,
and Emmett Naar being selected to
the WCC’s Freshman Team. Acco-
lades aside, this loss could cost the
Gaels a shot at the NCAA Tourna-
ment, a disappointing end to an in-
credible season.

      
For now, Bennett, Thomas, and

their teams will have to keep their fin-
gers crossed, waiting to find out if the
cards hold a postseason berth.

Mats Beat Cougars for NCS Title
By Spencer Silva 

Miramonte junior Gina Crosetti
found the goal she had been

looking for all afternoon in the 80th
minute of the NCS Division II title.
With Crosetti’s last-minute goal, No.
5 Miramonte defeated No. 3 seed,  de-
fending champion, Campolindo 1-0,
securing their first title since 2009.    

      
The winning play started with a

deflected ball on the left wing. Mo-
ments later, Crosetti was gliding to
her right, into the box while sending
a game-winning shot past Campo
goalkeeper Emily Parish. 

     
Crosetti and teammate Cecilia

Gee worked as a tandem all after-
noon, nearly creating goals in the
67th and 71st minutes. The first
opportunity was a shot from just
outside the box that sailed over
the crossbar. The second effort
was a cross from Gee that nearly

found a limb on the far side of the
goal.

      
What was it about that final

minute?

      
“I think it was our drive to finish,

looking at the clock and knowing
what needed to get done,” Crosetti ex-
plained gleefully after the match.  

      
It’s fair to say the Matadors (12-

3-6) were an underdog heading into
the tournament. To reach the final,
they had to secure road victories
against No. 4 seed Alhambra and No.
1 seed Acalanes. 

      
Their semifinal win in Lafayette

over the Dons may have been the
most thrilling match of the tourna-
ment. Miramonte came from two
goals down to force overtime before
eventually winning on penalty kicks.

     
But don’t count Miramonte

coach Mohamed Mohamed

among those surprised by his
team’s accomplishment. 

      
“The signs were there. We felt we

were the most dangerous team com-
ing into the playoffs,” he said after the
match. 

      
Campolindo (14-6-3) defeated

No. 7 seed St. Mary’s 2-1 to reach the
final. They defeated Las Lomas the
year before to win the Division II title
and Saturday was their chance to re-
peat.  

      
The Cougars’ best opportunity

came in the 47th minute, but forward
Annie Midthun’s goal was called
back after a defensive foul. The
Cougars were unable to convert on
the set piece.

      
The “advantage rule” states that a

referee should allow play to continue
if it’s likely to benefit the team being
fouled. Therefore, the decision to
whistle the play dead was quite con-
troversial. In fact, it may have shifted
the momentum of the game.

      
Campo coach Ernesto Silva ex-

pressed his disappointment with the
call. “I knew that this would be a
game where the difference would
maybe be one goal,” he said. “That
play, if called properly, changes the
game.”

      
The Cougars played tough de-

fense throughout, consistently thwart-
ing their opponent in the final third
until the game’s final minute. 

      
Miramonte graduates just two

seniors and they hope to contend for
another championship in 2016. For
now, however, the Mats will be con-
tent to ride the current wave of joy. 

      
Crosetti may have put it best: “It’s

kind of a dream; I don’t feel like it’s
real. Tomorrow hopefully it will kick
in, but right now I’m just really ex-
cited." 

Gina Crosetti scored the winning goal for the Mats.       Photos Gint Federas

Cecilia Gee was a force for the Mats.

Carli Rosenthal Photos Tod Fierner Brad Waldow 

Katharine Nerone celebrating Crosetti’s goal.

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881




