
New ConFire Operations Chief 
Contra Costa County Fire Protection
District Chief Jeff Carman an-
nounced that 13-year ConFire vet-
eran Lon Goetsch has been
promoted to assistant chief of oper-
ations.  After 12 years with the Cal-
ifornia Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection, Goetsch worked his
way through the ConFire ranks as a
firefighter-paramedic, engineer, cap-
tain and battalion chief. “I’m hum-
bled and proud to be our operations
chief,” he said. “We’ve survived one
of the most difficult periods I’ve ever
seen in my 25 years. We are recov-
ering, we are evolving and we are
stronger.”
     The operations chief oversees
district firefighting efforts, includ-
ing training and emergency med-
ical and rescue services. He
directly supervises the battalion
chiefs, who lead the 24 on-duty
companies.  ConFire comprises
four battalions, numbered 1
through 4; Lafayette resides in
Battalion 1.  
     “Please take the time to im-
prove the defensible space around
your homes,” Goetsch advised

Lamorindans.  “With the extra dry
fire season ahead, it’s going to be
a very dangerous year.”
TV Coverage of Station 46 Op-
position
     Two Bay Area television sta-
tions recently aired the concerns
of The Committee to Save Honey
Hill Fire Station over the planned
relocation of Moraga-Orinda Fire
District fire station 43 to a new fa-
cility on the Orinda-Lafayette bor-
der.  Construction of the new fire
station 46, a combined effort be-
tween MOFD and the Contra
Costa County Fire Protection Dis-
trict, whose Lafayette station 16
closed in 2012, awaits approval
from both district governing
boards.  The joint venture is ex-
pected to save each district $1 mil-
lion in annual operating costs.
     “I found the experience inter-
esting in that they spent quite a bit
of time with us, filming us an-
swering questions, and then used
very little of what was said,” said
committee spokesperson Ellen
Dale.  “But, I think they both in-
cluded our most important con-
cern, namely the increase in

response times.” The grass roots
committee acknowledges that sta-
tion 43 experiences low call vol-
ume, but fears that the response
times in its Orinda neighborhood
will increase by two minutes once
the new station opens.  
“We say one life lost, one home
that burns down while waiting
longer for help to arrive, is worth
more than the million dollars they
hope to save,” said Dale. 
     Should construction of the
new station be approved, MOFD
plans to conduct public workshops
throughout the district. “We are
working to put all of our data into
a form that will be understandable
to the public,” said Fire Chief
Stephen Healy, who noted that a
report the district commissioned
on station 46 response times has
not been completed.
MOFD Approves OPEB Trust
Fund 
     In January, the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District approved the pre-
funding of its other post-employ-
ment benefit costs, which include
the cost of retiree health care ben-
efits. The district finance commit-

tee recommended March 11 that
MOFD set up an OPEB trust ac-
count and hire an investment firm
to manage the trust account.  And
at its March 18 meeting, the dis-
trict voted to pre-fund its OPEB
costs into a trust for the first time
in its history, simultaneously ap-
proving Public Agency Retire-
ment Services as the trust
manager.  The district will fund
$84,000 into the trust account this
fiscal year. 
     MOFD administrative services
director Gloriann Sasser said that
pre-funding OPEB costs strength-
ens the district’s financial position
by lowering its net OPEB liability,
and using the earnings on invest-
ments will reduce future employer
costs. The district carries both a
$17 million unfunded OPEB lia-
bility and an estimated $40 million
unfunded pension liability.
     “It’s the first time we’ve even
been in the position to do some-
thing like this since 2008,” said di-
rector Fred Weil, citing the
district’s improved financial con-
dition due to increased property
tax revenue and lower labor costs.
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Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, April 1, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Room
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, April 14, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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 C abinet  M odifications

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, 
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!

Lamorinda Fire News Briefs
By Nick Marnell

Lafayette

What’s Next for Lafayette?
... continued from page A3

      
“None of this drives policy,” said

Anderson. “It just gives us a good idea
of where we want to start looking.” 

      
The search will continue at the

next two Community Conversation

events at 7 p.m. April 16 at the
Lafayette Community Center, 500 St.
Mary’s Road, and at 7 p.m. May 14
at the Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000
Mt. Diablo Blvd.  Residents are en-

couraged to attend.  For those who
can’t attend a meeting, the city would
still like residents to voice their opin-
ions via the survey available online at
www.lovelafayette.org.
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Lafayette

Construction Coming Together for New
Manzanita Room
... continued from page A2

Tongue and groove edging on the
panels’ sides fit tightly together form-
ing a no-leak seal.

      
The new and vastly improved

building at the Lafayette Community
Center on St. Mary’s Road is approx-
imately 5,300 square feet, and will

cost $2.3 million, paid for by park fa-
cilities fees, not the city’s general
fund.  Measure WW funds, from the
voter-approved East Bay Regional
Park District bond measure, will pay
$241,000 of that total.

      
The original structure, dating

back more than 60 years, had major
structural issues, wasn’t consistent
with current building codes including
seismic safety and would soon need a
substantial amount of expensive re-
pair.  The all-volunteer Parks and
Recreation Commission, after getting
estimates on extensive remodeling
versus a tear down, recommended
that the city council start fresh for a
more functional sustainable design
that would be more beneficial over
the long term.   

      
The project is on schedule, said

Jennifer Russell, director of Parks,
Trails and Recreation, with wall pan-
els scheduled to go in next week. “It
was amazing how quickly the metal
frame went up. The contractor is ex-
ceptionally diligent.”  She added, “We
cut viewing windows through the
fence fabric because so many people,
especially little kids, love looking at
the progress. We are very excited to
open the building to the public in the
later part of the summer.”

Moraga

Body-Worn Cameras for Moraga Police Officers
... continued from page A4
King explained that if the department
gets a phone call saying that an officer
was rude, he will sit down with that
officer, review the tape, and discuss it.
He adds that he hasn’t had a phone
call like that yet in Moraga.  The cam-
eras have only been active since the
end of February, but he remembers
cases in the park district where offi-
cers were surprised to hear how they
sounded, and they changed some
things they were doing.

      
Moraga police officers are now

wearing their personal cameras when-
ever they are on patrol.  The rule is

that when they enter into an enforce-
ment or investigative contact, they
turn the camera on.  “Sometimes we
would be talking to somebody during
a friendly contact, then for whatever
reason it becomes adversarial. At that
point in time the officer should be
thinking about recording the conver-
sation,” said King.  He added that it is
important that the officers stay sensi-
tive to the dignity of the individual
when in an embarrassing situation;
then, they should not record.

      
The recordings will not find their

way onto the Internet.  The cameras

are downloaded into a secure stand-
alone computer in the department.
Each device can record four hours be-
fore it needs to be downloaded.  The
films will be kept for at least 180
days, and much longer if they are part
of an investigation such as a DUI that
could take more than 180 days to go
to court. Only King and Sargent Brian
South have the authority to erase a
film.

      
King said that all the officers are

embracing the system. “With this,
everybody is protected.”©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real

Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates
and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Spectacular Updated View Home
Impeccably maintained 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath
beauty nestled at the end of a private cull
de sac. Custom finishes throughout.

Price $1,595,000

80 La Encinal, Orinda

Shellie Abbes Kirby
shellie@shelliekirby.com
925-872-4257

CalBRE # 01251227

A crane uses powerful vacuum suction cups on an assembly to hoist roof-
ing panels on the new Manzanita Room in Lafayette.       Photo Cathy Tyson




