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28 Via Farallon, Orinda

This custom desighed 5BR/3BA updated home offers
over 4160 square feet of spacious living spaces and
occupies a stunning Oak studded .66+ acre parcel
with lawn areas and panoramic views of the Orinda
countryside. Remodeled 1BR/1BA in-law/au-pair unit
with living room and kitchenette.

Offered at $1,995,000
Spring market is in full flight!! Call for a FREE Market Analysis and Opinion of Value of your home.

£ 925-377-0977
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729 Los Palos Drive, Lafayette

Located in the treasured Lafayette Trail neighborhood,
this beautifully updated 4BR/3BA home with resort-like
setting is designed to impress. Updated kitchen, great
room, grand living and dining spaces and separate home
office. Flat- level parcel is meticulously landscaped, has a
remodeled pool and spa, garden and built-in BBQ.

Call for Price
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Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of

to
“61’5 the 153

the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All

published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of

residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business
in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for
verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500
words will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com
for submission guidelines. email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail:
Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Editor:

The 1986 Moraga Open Space Ordinance (MOSO) is cherished and consid-
ered sacrosanct by most Moragans as a needed protection for Moraga’s open
space. The Moraga Town Council (MTC) is now considering amending and
weakening one of MOSQO’s existing provisions.

Atthe MTC meeting on March 25, a request by Adventure Day Camp (ADC)
was considered for: 1) a permit fee waiver and 2) a zoning ordinance text
amendment for “Conditional Uses” within the Moraga Open Space District
(MOSO) (Municipal Code 8.52.110(B)). This requested language change to
MOSO is a prerequisite in order for ADC to proceed with its permit process
to establish a for-profit recreation business, to be located in a quiet residential
neighborhood at the former Moraga Tennis and Swim Club, at a planned ac-
tivity level that is well beyond any previous recreational activities that have
occurred at that location during the last quarter century. Moreover, according
to the staff report, such a text amendment could apply to ALL MOSO-zoned
land and, potentially, to all zoned non-MOSO open space as well. One neigh-
bor, my spouse, and I gave public comment on this topic and asked that the
Council deny these two requests.

During Council deliberations, it seemed that all members of the Moraga Town
Council were open to seriously considering approval of the requested text
amendment to MOSO. Such council action will put Moraga’s open space pro-
visions—provisions that most Moragans have come to enjoy and respect—at
risk. Such text amendments should be vigorously opposed. Fortunately, the
Council had insufficient information to come to an immediate decision and
will need to reconsider this request at a future council meeting, probably in
April or May.

Please review the meeting audio recording on this topic (between 1:41:50 and
2:56:50) at: http://www.moraga.ca.us/council/meetings/2015/032515/TC-
32515 LARGE%20recorder. MP3

I encourage those residents who value Moraga’s open space to write to all five
council members and tell them that you do not want MOSO’s provisions
weakened in any way. All concerned citizens should also attend the council
meeting when this item returns to Council and express their concerns during
public comment.

Clay Serrahn
Moraga

Editor:

Your report on the Design Review Meeting for the Lenox project behind
Trader Joe’s in Lafayette seemed to suggest that the review of this project has
been taking an excessive amount of time. In the first meeting, the developer
presented an eight-unit very large project that pushed the boundaries of the
lot. The development would have ruined a number properties adjacent and
ruined the neighborhood as well. He was asked to reduce the impact. The
second presentation was not much different than the first, eight very large units.
It was tweaked a bit and parking was improved a bit, but essentially nothing
changed.

At the last presentation, the eight units suddenly morphed to 11, with the orig-
inal eight units not very different in size from the first presentation. Parking
changed, but the building would still go property line to property line. Looking
up at this project from any of the surrounding areas (except Trader Joe’s, where
it would visually be blocked from Mt. Diablo) it would look like an Ocean
Liner went aground here.

The developer needs to consider the effect this development will have on the
neighborhood, especially the individual neighbors on Bickerstaff, the parking
and the traffic. This project needs to be smaller and less intrusive. [ under-
stand the developer would like to maximize his profit, but certainly, not at the
expense of the neighborhood.

Leonard Dorin
Lafayette

Lafayette

Litigation Dilemma Over Wight House

... continued from page A3

Their preference is to avoid having
multiple pickups lined up on Monti-
cello, waiting for a large truck to de-
scend the steep access road to the
parcel. Flaggers are supposed to be
regulating who is coming up and
down, but there are still questions re-
maining about queuing up, vehicle
count and more.

Peter Clark, president of the
Happy Valley Improvement Associa-
tion, found the potential approval of a
10,000-square-foot home on a pro-
tected ridgeline aggravating and
noted, “Neighbors who attended the
meeting sat in disgusted silence, too
polite to shout out or throw things.”

Urging the city council in a recent

letter to deny the project, Colby Pow-
ell, with the support of over 110 Glen
Neighborhood families stated, “I can-
not fathom a reason why the city
should allow construction of a
10,000-square-foot home on a ridge-
line in Lafayette. I believe it’s too
large, and the extent of its impacts are
not known.”

“The property is not an island of
stability in a sea of turbulence,” said
Donn Walklet, a neighbor who has a
professional background in earth sci-
ence, explaining that the parcel is in
an area of highly unstable, steeply
sloping hillsides.

Representing the Glen Neighbor-
hood Association, attorney Edward

Shaffer of the Archer Norris law firm,
wrote a 14-page letter commenting on
the project, pointing out an array of is-
sues including CEQA — the California
Environmental Quality Act — to de-
fects in the Mitigated Negative Dec-
laration and more.

Attorney David Bowie, who rep-
resents Steve and Linda Wight, didn’t
respond to requests for comment.

At the moment, it looks like there
are no easy options for the all-volun-
teer city council. The one thing that
is for sure is the drama will continue
to play out, and not everyone will be
happy with the outcome.

Live The Retirement That You Deserve
With A Reverse Mortgage!

* For homeowners age 62 and older

* You retain the title

* No monthly mortgage payments

* No income or credit score requirements
* No limitations on how you spend the proceeds

H Reverse Mortgage Solutions, Inc. dba Security One Lending.
DaVl d c h an g @ NMLS ID 107636 2727 Spring Creek Drive, Spring, TX 77373,
i Licensed by the Dept of Business Oversight under the CA Resdiential Mortgage
Reverse Mortgage AdVIsor Lendin g Act #4131074, Home ins responsible for paying property taxes,
NMLS #913224 Fred rans s ome aienance T a1 mongage s

Phone: 925-984-1190
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Care. Comfort. Compassion.

When you need it most.

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist ...
Find cook for better nutrition ¢/
Get driver to appointments, groceries ¢/
Get help with laundry & changing sheets (4
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles ¥/

CALL SENIOR HELPERS vvvv

We can assist with these activities and more.

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

[FELET Bonded and insured.

i 'S8 Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC

SENMIOR
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A Family Law Practice

www.jdlaroselaw.com

1660 Olympic Boulevard
Suite 215
Walnut Creek, CA. 94596
Tel: 866-585-6314

Fax: 510-742-9600

Walnut Creek - Fremont

Confidential and
Complimentary
Consultations

39199 Paseo Padre Parkway
(Main Office), Suite E
Fremont, CA. 94538

Tel: 510-742-6100

Fax: 510-742-9600

an D. Larose, Esq. MBA

Quality Orthopedic Care in Your Community

Bay Area Surgical Specialists is honored to
announce the latest addition to their surgical team,

Benjamin Busfield, M.D., Orthopedic Surgeon.

Dr. Busfield is a board certified Orthopedic and Sports Medicine Surgeon
specializing in joint replacement, fracture care, and surgery in the upper
extremity, lower extremity, and non-operative care. He also performs
minimally invasive surgery and arthroscopy. Dr. Busfield treats patients
Jor elbow, ankle, knee, shoulder, and hip injuries and issues.

Dr. Busfield has been practicing in the East Bay for over 6 years
and now is joining an elite group of surgeons in Contra Costa County.
Same exceptional care, but at a new location in Lafayette.

Please contact our office to schedule an appointment.

www.bayareasurgical.com

911 MORAGA RD., LAFAYETTE
925.528.BONE (2663) Phone
925.932.0139 Fax






