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Moraga Town Center Homes’ Appeal
Hearing Postponed to May 13
Despite a large turnout of residents for and

against the Moraga Town Center Homes
development at the Moraga Town Council
meeting April 8, Mayor Roger Wykle post-
poned the discussion to the council’s May 13
meeting.  The appellants, a group of residents
who oppose the project proposed by developer

City Ventures for construction of 36 housing
units on the empty lot next to the fire station
along Moraga Way, supported the move since
they felt the topic had been placed on the agenda
right after spring break, with insufficient time
for residents to be fully informed.  The applicant
did not oppose the decision.  S. Braccini

Maintaining The Roads
What’s next after this construction season?
By Sophie Braccini

Moragans are getting used to it:
Summer is the time for the

Public Works Department to plan for
road repairs, as part of the pavement
campaign utilizing the 1 percent sales
tax increase passed through Measure
K in 2012.  

      
This year is the third of the now

four-year program funded by the $7.9
million raised through a bond col-
lected against a portion of the in-
creased sales tax income stream. The
2015 pavement campaign will ad-
dress 10 street segments that accord-
ing to Public Works Director Edric
Kwan  need major reconstruction.
Three more of these segments will be
paved in 2016 instead of 2015 be-
cause utility companies have sched-
uled work that will impact those
segments this year.  Kwan would not
release this year’s list yet because dif-
ferent factors could modify it.

      
After 2016, the $7.9 million in se-

cured funds will be gone.  What will
be left are the non-leveraged funds
that are coming in as a result of the 1
percent sales tax, about $1 million a
year.  Other sources of funding will
continue to come from the state, but
they are not guaranteed.

      
“To sustain our roads at a PCI

(pavement condition index) of 60, we
will need $1.6 million a year,” said
Kwan. “If we want to maintain a PCI
of 70 we would need $2.4 million.”
The town of Moraga had a PCI of 49
before the pavement campaign started
in 2013; it rose to 59 after the first
year, to 64 after last year, and the pro-
jection is that it will be at 69 by the
end of this season’s construction.

      
During the first year of the Mor-

aga Road Maintenance Program, 107
road segments in fair condition were
addressed.  The second year dealt
with 28 segments that needed more
structural work.  This year, 10 seg-

ments of extremely damaged streets
will be fixed.  “We will have to gut
them out and redo them,” said Kwan.
“The contract will include 60 working
days just for these 10 segments.”

      
Moraga has 439 road segments.

A segment can be a whole street if it
is relatively small, while a large arte-
rial like Moraga Road has many seg-
ments.  When the sales tax measure
was passed, the town had a road
maintenance backlog of more than
$20 million.  The money raised
against the 1 percent sales tax in-
crease, $7.9 million, is allowing the
Public Works Department to address
about half of the neighborhood
streets.  “We have people calling us
saying that they voted for the measure
and asking that their street be included
in the plan,” said Kwan.  He ex-
plained that he had to strike the right
balance and make choices to maxi-
mize the return for the entire town.  

      
The achievements so far have

earned the department several awards,
including the 2014 Best Overall Pave-
ment Management Program award
from the Metropolitan Transportation
Commission.  “People are trying to
learn from what we do,” said Kwan
with pride. “And I also receive a lot
of positive comments on how the
town the Moraga has set a new bar
when it comes to public outreach.”

      
Kwan said seven contractors

showed interest in the 2015 road proj-
ect when the department went out to
bid in March. Once all interested,
qualified parties submit a bid, Kwan
will select the lowest bidder and will
present the contract for approval at the
last council meeting in May.  “Con-
struction should start by the end of
June,” he said.   Kwan plans to also
bring a report to the Moraga Town
Council on the pavement conditions
and future funding scenarios as a

basis for discussion about Moraga
streets. 

Another Pavement
Project This
Spring/Summer
SummerHill Homes will close
Rheem Boulevard to cross traf-
fic between St. Mary’s Road
and Moraga Road for 4 to 6
months this construction sea-
son to reconstruct the crum-
bled arterial.  “We hope to start
the construction in May,” said
SummerHill Vice President of
Development Kevin Ebrahimi.
The town needs to approve
the plans before the project
starts.  Town Manager Jill
Keimach anticipates that  Sum-
merHill will go out to bid by
the end of May and that work
should start by the end of
summer.

Town Council to Discuss the Vision for
Hacienda de las Flores April 22 
The Moraga Town Council tonight will interview two architectural firms proposing
their service to develop the Hacienda de las Flores into a mixed-use facility. The
project would involve a public-private partnership in order to renovate the
grounds and increase revenue, while maintaining the facility as a community
center.  Both architectural firms, Gould Evans and HKS, have strong backgrounds
developing community centers, wineries and resorts.  The meeting will be held at 7
p.m. in the Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School auditorium.  S. Braccini
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Craftsman style 4 BR, 3 BA. 2948 s.f. 
High-end quality. Amazing chef’s kitchen
w/6-burner gas Wolf range & stainless

Subzero. Maple flrs. 4-car garage. 
Level yd & lawn. Close to Hwy 24,

reservoir & town.
Offered at $1,495,000 by Julie Georgiou,

925.200.8246.

Desirable Heather Farms Townhome with 3
BR/2.5 BA, 1578sf and an updated kitchen &

bathrooms. This end unit is in a fabulous
location, close to shopping, Heather Farm
Park, Diablo Golf Course, J. Muir Hospital,

BART, Downtown WC and top-rated schools.
Offered at $610,000 by Lisa Shaffer,

925.528.9278.

This Rossmoor home is a beautifully
remodeled 2 bedroom 2 bath level-in unit.

It has a panoramic view of the golf course as
well as stainless steel kitchen, granite

countertops, walk-in pantry and stackable
washer/dryer. Easy walk to club.  

Offered at $575,000 by Lisa Shaffer,
925.528.9278.

This classic mid-century home has been
freshened up for new owners!  Just over 2000sf,

it features 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths a bright
kitchen.  The focal point is the living room with a

fireplace, hardwood floors and bay view.  A
private back yard is perfect for playing or dining

al fresco.  For more information, please call
Tania DeGroot at 510.367.1422.

Enchanted Mediterranean with peaceful views.
Kitchen renovated with Caesarstone counter-

tops, new flooring and appliances. Lovely refin-
ished oak floors. Walk to Piedmont Ave., dining,

shops, Whole Foods. All transportation links
close by.    Offered at $760,000 by Maureen

Caldwell-Meurer, 510.915.0092.  
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Unique Moraga home of 3833 sq.ft.
with 4 bedrooms and 4 bathrooms.
Ideal for entertaining, it has a large

jumbo-sized living room, dining room,
and game room. Indoor swimming
pool too!  Offered at $1,450,000 by 

Jim Colhoun, 925.200.2795.

COMING SOON
COMING SOON

NEW LISTING
COMING SOON
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Kress Hauri/Larry Jacobs
925.899.5739/925.788.1362 
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Norla Torres-Turney
925.323.8125  

norlatorres.turney@gmail.com
CalBRE#01913739

Tina Van Arsdale
925.640.2355

vanarsdale@aol.com
CalBRE#01259271

The year has been a busy one for us already, with
many homes sold in Lamorinda as well as surrounding
areas.  
Congratulations to our First Quarter Top Producers:
Jim Colhoun, Ruth Eddy, Dana Fillinger/Adam
Hamalian, and Tina Van Arsdale!  If you are thinking of
buying or selling, contact us for a constructive
consultation.
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