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We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information
about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Community Service

Ten Exceptional Local Women Honored
with AAUW OML Scholarships
Submitted by Sandra Fox-Sohner and Mary Ann McLeod

The Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette
branch of the Association of

University Women honored 10 re-
markable young women from Lamor-
inda schools April 19 with Tech Trek
camp scholarships and college schol-
arships.  AAUW’s mission is to break
down barriers for women and girls by
promoting education and equity. 

      
Six middle school girls, passion-

ate about science and math, were
awarded with full scholarships to the
science and math Tech Trek Camp
that will be held on the Stanford cam-
pus this July.  In addition, $5,000 and
$1,000 community service scholar-
ships were award to three high school
young women and a $5,000 graduate
studies scholarship was awarded to a
Saint Mary’s College student.

      
The six AAUW OML 2015 Tech

Trek scholarship winners are Made-
line House and April Lindblad from
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
Sophia Kofoed and Caroline Ruppert
from Orinda Intermediate School, and
Samantha Swan and Madeline Wil-
son from Stanley Middle School.  

      
These Tech Trek scholarship win-

ners wowed the April Awards Cere-
mony attendees with their

presentations describing their curios-
ity and love of science.  Their interests
and activities include curing disease,
studying the universe, researching
marine biology, solving environmen-
tal problems, engineering games and
electronics, building robots, working
with 3-D printers, and computer cod-
ing.  These girls will shape our future.
They were chosen after a rigorous
process of being nominated by their
teachers, completing an application,
and being interviewed by a team of
three AAUW OML members.  Teach-
ers nominated 44 Lamorinda girls in
total, and several teachers attended
the award ceremony to honor the six
scholarship winners.

      
The goals of AAUW’s High

School and College Scholarships are
to encourage local young women
graduates who demonstrate academic
excellence and weave a commitment
to community service into their lives.
The average GPA for 14 applicants
was 4.1. The four awardees described
their stories of growth and life lessons
learned through community service to
attendees at this AAUW OML annual
celebration.

      
The three high school awardees

enriched their school community by
participating in tech and science
clubs, athletic teams, and musical pro-
grams. Chabot Space and Science
Museum, Sister 2 Sister, Benioff
Children’s Hospital, Contra Costa
Animal Shelter and Performers for
Progress are local community proj-
ects that benefitted from their service.
The 2015 AAUW –OML Scholar-
ships were awarded to Maritza Grillo
(Miramonte High School), Morgan
Matranga (Campolindo High School)
and Casey Everitt (Acalanes High
School).

      
Yadira Guerrero-Garcia, a senior

at Saint Mary’s College, was
awarded the Community Service
Scholarship because she demon-
strated leadership potential.  She
founded the Ballet Folklorico
Guadalupano to develop cultural
awareness on campus. A member of
the Santiago Community, Yadira or-
ganized service trips and served peo-
ple through food drives, senior center
visits, mentoring children and assist-
ing single mothers.

      
MJ Marggraff, commercial pilot

and mission support for Virgin Galac-
tic inspired the scholarship winners,
their families and friends, and the
AAUW members with her stories of
learning to fly, conquering her fears,
and following her passion.  She
shared what it takes to have the ‘New
Right Stuff’ from her world of avia-
tion, sub-orbital space flight prepara-
tion, and from recent interviews of
astronauts from the International
Space Station (ISS).  One highlight of
her presentation was the video taken
of her enjoying arduous space training
in the NASTAR flight simulator, a
centrifuge where she experienced 5G,
five times the normal force of gravity.
She encouraged all scholarship win-
ners to do what it takes to follow their
dreams.

Madeline Wilson experiences the virtual reality headset. Photo provided

Preschoolers Visit Moraga Royale
Submitted by Jennifer Gerst  

An enthusiastic group of 3-year-
old preschoolers visited Mor-

aga Royale recently. Residents were
treated to special songs by the group
from Moraga Valley Presbyterian
Church Nurtury Preschool. The chil-

dren even invited the residents to join
in some rhythm stick activities, and
pretty soon, tapping could be heard
throughout the building!  These
young students from Miss Jennifer’s
class also brought colorful flowers in

hand-painted pots to give to the resi-
dents. The children had a wonderful
afternoon getting to know these sur-
rogate grandparents, and the residents
were blessed by the youngsters’ en-
thusiasm.

Photo provided

Lafayette Motors
Independent service and repair for Mercedes Benz
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Lafayette Motors
Independent service and repair for Jaguar
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CARLOS “KIKO” CAICEDO

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 6/15/15. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

““NNootthhiinngg

mmaakkeess mmee 

hhaappppiieerr tthhaann 

ttoo sseeee 

yyoouu ssmmiillee!!””

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”
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• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

$40 off
mention this ad to 
receive $40 off any 
dental treatment

Exp. 6-15-15

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

moragadental.com

like us on

Comfortable, Convenient Family 
and Cosmetic Dentistry

Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

Preferred Provider for Invisalign

Always accepting new patients 
of any age

Member:
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD




