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Young Saint Mary's Baseball Team is On The Rise

By Karl Buscheck

SMC freshman Zach Kirtley dives back fo first. -

he future is bright for the Saint

Mary's College baseball team.
With a 9-15 record in the conference
(23-24 overall), the squad sits in ninth
place in the WCC standings, but the
Gaels are trending upward.

“We’ve grown. We’ve gotten bet-
ter. We’ve won some big games,” said
head coach Eric Valenzuela. “I'm def-
initely proud of this group. They fight
just as good as any team I’ve ever
been a part of, coaching wise. So,
yeah, I think the program is on the
rise.”

Valenzuela is wrapping up his
second season at the helm in Moraga,

Photos Gint Federas
and the skipper has brought some big-
time talent to the diamond at Louis
Guisto Field. At the top of that list is
right-hander Corbin Burnes.

“Success in college baseball starts
on the mound,” explained Valenzuela.
“And when you have a guy, a legiti-
mate Friday guy, draft, major-league
type of talent like Corbin Burnes,
yeah, that makes an immediate state-
ment.”

The sophomore starter, who
throws a wipeout slider and can hit 95
mph with his fastball, has really taken
off in his second season. “I went into
the summer and figured some things

out mechanically and kind of turned
it around,” said Burnes. “Got
stronger, started throwing harder and
the numbers are starting to show this
year.”

The numbers have definitely been
impressive for the righty. Burnes
owns a 6-4 record and a 3.00 ERA,
while pitching a team-high 78 innings
and leading the Gaels with 82 strike-
outs.

After Saint Mary's cruised past
Santa Clara 6-1 on May 1 thanks to a
14-hit barrage and an 8.1-inning out-
ing from sophomore and former
Acalanes standout Johnny York,
Burnes took the mound for the Gaels
on May 2. The starter piled up 10
punchouts, but he also dished out five
walks and allowed five runs. Ulti-
mately, a three-run rally from the
Broncos in the ninth sent the hosts to
a 8-7 defeat. It was the same story in
game three, as Santa Clara once again
notched three runs in the final frame
to edge past Saint Mary's 8-6.

Losing two games by a combined
three runs to the conference foe was
not the result that the Gaels were hop-
ing for. “This is a big rivalry,” said
Burnes. “There’s some bad blood be-
tween us.”

Even with the disappointing se-
ries loss to Santa Clara, the likes of
Burnes and York provide plenty of
reason for optimism. At the plate, sec-
ond baseman Zach Kirtley, third base-
man Anthony Villa and first baseman
Collin Ferguson have been three of
the team’s key cogs.

Kirtley, a true freshman at 18
years old, is swinging at a clip of .362.
The junior Villa meanwhile has been
supplying Saint Mary's with lots of
pop, connecting on 13 doubles and
four home runs. Ferguson has also
been providing all sorts of power.

The senior was drafted by the
Oakland A's in the 23rd round a sea-

son ago, but opted to spend one more
season at the collegiate level. Fergu-
son, who leads the Gaels in doubles
(16), home runs (seven) and slugging
percentage (.520), has certainly
boosted his draft stock. “He could be
drafted higher. He should be,” said
Valenzuela. “He’s gotten better in all
aspects.”

The same statement applies to the
entire team, which has already won
seven more games than a season ago.
As Valenzuela makes abundantly
clear, his plan for the future is simple:
“I want this team to be a built winner
for years to come.”

Former Acalanes standout Johnny York at the mound.

CYO Presents Inspirational Award

Submitted by Monica Chappell

Top row, from left: coaches Marty Ruane, John Kirke, John Wackowski, Bardhyll Nushi and Jim Geb-
hardt; bottom row: recipients Lexi Lovelace, Aimee Ruane, Noah Nushi, Sam Lum, Clark Kim, Kate
Schirmer and Grace Higgins (recipient Ben Woodworth not pictured)
he St. Perpetua CYO board presented the
annual Ken Nelson Award 2014-2015 to
one member on each of the eighth-grade CYO
basketball teams March 8. This award recog-
nizes basketball athletes who have inspired
coaches and best represent the values of CYO
basketball. These players demonstrated team
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leadership, sportsmanship, dedication, hard
work and respect for coaches, teammates, op-
ponents and officials. These players are selected
by their teammates. Each player received a cer-
tificate of recognition along with a check for
$100. For more information or to register for
CYO sports, visit www.stperpetua.org.

Classified

Second Place for Stompers at
ASA Dirtdogs Classic

Submitted by Kwon Lee

Photo provided

The NorCal Valley Stompers 14U softball team fell 4-3 to the Silverstreak *00 (Lincoln, Calif.)
despite the efforts of Abbie Lee #24 (Moraga), who went 2-for-2 in the championship game.
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706 §
robbiednbr@gmail.com

House Cleaning & Organizing

ﬂ Masterpiece
' Household
—— Services

Complete cleaning weekly, biweekly
& monthly Including construction
cleaning, moving in & moving out.
Home organizing. Very detalil
oriented with 20 years of experience,
Excellent references, (510)506-2667
www.mphousehold.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

BTS00 S

UC Berkeley Graduate Tutormg
$40/ hour, over 6 years experience
Tutor all subjects (Math, Spanish,
Biology, Physics, Chemistry)
Elitetutoring007 @gmail.com

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

- WINDOWS TUTORING iz
- HARDWARE UPGRADES #
- NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Painting Contractor

Lafayette Painting-all work
supervised by owner/contractor.

$350 OFF on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.

Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

Tom Romaneck Painting Co.
Named Orinda Ambassador of
the year Interior& Exterior
painting. Deck restoration.
Meticulous prep and finish work.
| do all my own work one job at a
time 925-323-9908. I'll match any
discount coupon. Lic. # 922081

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Rototilling

==%  Ken's Rototilling
‘ﬁ + 4 W/D Tractors
i « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

reach 60,000+
with your ad

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeli
- Big & Small Jobs *

3 Licusosrrs  925-825-5201

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

$10 per 1/2” classified ad height

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com






