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Lamorinda Weekly Writer Wins First Place for Education Coverage

By Jennifer Wake
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Uma Unni’s first place win announced on the big screen during the May 9 award ceremony.

amorinda Weekly features writer

Uma Unni was awarded First Place
for Education Coverage in the California
Newspaper Publishers Association Better
Newspapers Contest at a May 9 awards
Iuncheon in Coronado, Calif., for her arti-
cle, “WISE Program Opens Doors for Mi-
ramonte Students.” The article focused on
Miramonte High School alumni and stu-
dents enrolled in the Wise Individualized
Senior Experience, which allows seniors
to create intense, flexible learning modules
to pursue unique areas of interest.

“We were in awe that Uma won this
award with an article she wrote last year at
the ripe age of 15,” said Lamorinda
Weekly associate publisher Wendy
Scheck. “This was not a student contest.
All of the submissions were published ar-
ticles from California Newspapers that are
members of CNPA.”

Unni was competing with other writers
from weekly newspapers with circulations
between 11,000-25,000. The contest is de-
signed to recognize outstanding journalis-
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tic achievements of California newspaper
staff. Nearly 3,500 contest entries are re-
ceived each year, according to the CNPA.
Daily and weekly publications competed
in separate divisions based on circulation.
When evaluating the entries, judges con-
sidered comprehensiveness of coverage,
quality of writing, local appeal, selection
of material, and balanced reporting.

“Right after we published Uma’s story
last November a neighbor told me how
much he liked the story and how well done
it was,” said Lamorinda Weekly publisher
Andy Scheck. “Our team shared his opin-
ion at our editorial meeting the same
week.”

Unni was not only recently recognized
for her writing ability, but also for her en-
trepreneurial prowess when she was
awarded first prize for entrepreneurship by
the Lafayette Partners in Education (LPIE)
for a series of free writing workshops for
Lafayette middle schoolers she organized
last year. After identifying a need for writ-
ing tutors among students, she did some

research and found out that Saint Mary’s
College Masters in Fine Arts students were
looking for teaching experience, so she
connected the two.

“I put both groups, each with their own
needs, together — students seeking teachers
and teachers seeking students,” said Unni.
She didn’t charge for this service, calling
herself a “social entrepreneur who works
for the satisfaction of accomplishing a so-
cial good.” Unni also arranged for the
workshops to be held on the Saint Mary's
College campus so that the middle school
kids could be inspired by the ambience of
a university setting.

“The workshops were taught by a very
accomplished panel of tutors, all of whom
were writers, and many of whom were also
editors,” said Unni. “They clearly did
something right, too — the girl who won
first prize for writing in the 2nd Annual
Writing and Photography Contest attended
two of our workshops, as it happens!”

Unni also received an honorable men-
tion in journalism for the “WISE” article
in the LPIE contest.

To read the full article, go to
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/
issue0818/WISE-Program-Opens-Doors-
for-Miramonte-Students.html.

Unni at the CNPA conference

Acalanes High School Newspaper Receives Top

Awards
Submitted by Iris Wang

Acalanes High School’s Blueprint Newspaper recently was honored with numerous
awards from three different highly respected institutions for excellence in
journalism. “This may be our biggest haul [of awards] the last twenty years,”
Marshall Grodin, Blueprint’s volunteer advisor, said. “This is clearly a big day for
Blueprint and for Acalanes.” Quill and Scroll, an organization that honors
individuals with national-level awards in a variety of different categories, awarded
eight Acalanes Blueprint journalists with awards recognizing their top standing in
the country. The American Scholastic Press Association in its 2014-2015 Annual
Newspaper Review and Contest ranked Acalanes High School’s Blueprint in its
“First Place” category, recognizing Blueprint as among the top high school
newspapers in the country. And the Dean Lesher Scholastic Journalism Awards,
which celebrate student journalistic talent in Contra Costa County, awarded
Blueprint its top award of First Place in “Overall Excellence,” recognizing
Blueprint as the best high school journalistic entity in the County. Lesher also
awarded Blueprint 11 individual awards, including the most prestigious individual
award, “First Place Contra Costa Journalist of the Year,” to Blueprint Print Editor-
in-Chief Megan Yee. The Journalist of the Year award was accompanied by a $1000

scholarship.

Thank you for Supporting LPIE at the Power Party

A BIG THANK YOU to our Event
Sponsors including our Platinum

Business and Real Estate Partners:

Julie Barlier (Empire Realty)

Patty & Ashley Battersby (Village Associates)

Diablo Foods
Douglah Designs
Dudum Real Estate Group

Dana Green Team (Pacific Union International)

Floret

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
Sue Layng (Village Associates)
Mechanics Bank

Minuteman Press

Oakwood

Patxi's Pizza

Roam Artisan Burgers
Smitten Ice Cream

Stevenson Construction
Whole Foods

A special thank you to the
Platinum Level Live Auction
Donors. Their generous in-kind
donations valued at over $2,000
helped make our Live Auction
an outstanding success:

Village Associates:

Ann Sharf, Ann Ward, Erin Martin,

Sue Layng, Art Lehman, Ashley Battersby,
Patricia Battersby, Sue Olsen, Ben Olsen,
Marianne Greene, Margret Zucker,

Karen Murphy, Angie Traxinger, Ignacio Vega,

Linda Ehrich, Lynda Snell, and Jeff Snell

Kurt Piper and The Kurt Piper Group:
Christine Gallegos, Leslie Piper, Amy Price
and Scott Sans

TPC Stonebrae Golf Course

Tart Collections

Thank you to the businesses
that made in-kind donations of
goods and services that made
the event truly memorable:

Carrie Dove Catering & Events
Clif Bar & Company

Lagunitas Brewing

Laughing Glass Cocktails

Lily Dong Photography

Village Associates

Thank you to the following
local businesses for donations
that resulted in our record
fundraising effort. The
incredible generosity of the
local community and
businesses resulted in exciting
and interesting raffle, live and
silent auction packages:

1515 Restaurant

18/8 Fine Men's Salon

ABC7 and Spencer Christian

Absolute Center

Age Management & Acne Skin Care Clinic

Ahmet's Barber & Hairstyling

Arbonne/Tracy Hughes-Matson

Autopia Car Wash

Back to the Table

Bar Method

Barnes & Noble

BeautyCounter (Carolyn Brazil;
Riham Jweainat)

Bella Bronze

Brandon Neff Design

The Bridges Golf Course

Brydon & Ives Team (Alain Pinel)

Burton Valley Elementary PTA

Buttercup Grill & Bar

Cafe Dog

Cake

ClickScanShare

Cooking with Kids

The Cooperage

Core Power Yoga

Cream

Creative Alteration

Creative Images by Jessica

di Pietro Todd

David's Nails

Detert Family Vineyards

Disneyland

Dr. Tomi Wall

Duchess Boutique

Earth & Sea Yoga

Ecolunchbox

Encore Gym

Entourage Spa

Evaluer Med Spa/Stacey Wheeler

Forma Gym

Gemlust

Gillian Shenon Interior Design

Glamorous Boutique

Golden State Warriors

Happy Valley Parents Club

Heller Jewelers

Indigo & Poppy

J Hilburn

Joseph Phelps Vineyard

Kate Fim Photography

Kristine Ashe Vineyards

LaField’s Catering

La Tapatia

Lafayette Academy

Lafayette Car Wash

Lafayette Community Garden &
Outdoor Learning Center

Lafayette Juniors

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa

Lafayette Elementary PTA

Lafayette Swim Conference

Lamorinda Music

Los Panchos
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Mettle & Moxie Designs
Morton's Steakhouse
naked wines

Nandiz Designs

Neiman Marcus

Oakland A's

Orchard Nursery
Osterman Orthodontics
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
Dr. Barbara Persons
Phipps Family Cellars
Pixar

Prive & Co Jewelry
Renaissance Club Sport
Rocco's Pizza

Roughing It Day Camp
Round Hill Country Club
San Francisco Giants
Sassy V Jewelry

Scott’s Seafood
Semifreddi's

Sephora

Sew Now

Small Dog Workshop
Specialtees

Sports Basement
Springhill Elementary PFC
TANGERINE design

The Storyteller

Town Hall Theatre

Trader Joe’s

TRUFFLE

Va de Vi

Venture

Vintners Collective
Walnut Creek Car Wash
Walnut Creek Kids Dentistry
Wildcats on Stage

Wine Barrel Products/Sean Murray
Wine Thieves

Work Trauma Services Inc.
Worth NY

Z Space Theatre

PARTNERS IN
EDUCATION

fnvesting in every child

California Shakespeare Theater
Camino Brands

Caravaggio

Caroline's Salon

Claremont Hotel

Thank you to the parents and
community members who donated
to and supported this event.

LAFAYETTE PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 3450 Golden Gate Way, Suite A, Lafayette CA 94549, (925) 299-1644, office@Ipie.org, www.Ipie.org






