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fifth-graders are intent on helping to bring back declining numbers of monarch butterflies by planting milkweed seedlings and dis-

tributing them throughout Lamorinda. From left: Joel Clarke, Rhett Skvarna, Tommy Hillman, Mason Archer, Logan Ketcham, Jonathan Clarke, Chloe Burrows and Jenna Barton. Kim Curiel is
the garden coordinator and Laura Lowell teaches science. Photo Chris Lavin

Planting the Seeds of Hope

Fifth-graders dig in to bring back monarch butterflies

By Chris Lavin

t’s more like a memory of past springs and summers,

rather than a ubiquitous current image: Children run-

ning through fields or playgrounds, a butterfly net
aloft, in pursuit of their objects of fascination. Captured,
examined, gently released. The trouble is, it's not happen-
ing much now. Because there just aren't that many butter-
flies.
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Monarch butterfly populations here are in especially
serious trouble. The insect-devoted Xerces Society has
them down by 50 percent, which is better than on the
other side of the Rocky Mountains, where populations are
down 90 percent. Yet there is hope, and it starts with every
last fifth grader in the garden of Burton Valley Elementary
School in Lafayette holding a milkweed seed in one hand

and poking a hole in the dirt with the other.

“We’re focusing almost everything on milkweed,”
said master gardener Kim Curiel. They're growing flow-
ering nectar plants, too, but those aren’t quite as important
because monarchs feed many flowers. “The monarchs are
going to die out altogether unless they have milkweed.”

...continued on page A12
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Lamorinda School Bus Program Celebrates 20 Years

Bus line at Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School

A listing of 50 local

bout two decades ago a group of plucky par-
sSummer camps — page ents knew there had to be a better way to get
C3. their kids to school. In one of the very rare collab-

orations in our tri-town area, some parents, the
towns and the school districts worked diligently to
create something from nothing. Together they were
the first in the county to advocate for using Lamor-
inda’s share of Measure C, then Measure J funds —
a voter approved half-cent sales tax in Contra Costa
County — for reducing car trips to local schools on
school buses. While other municipalities preferred
to use the money on freeway widening or other
construction related projects, the effort here focused
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on using those funds to cover roughly two-thirds of
the cost of providing bus service for Lamorinda stu-
dents. Parents pay the remaining third.

Now there is a fleet of 21 buses that serve
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, saving 660,420 ve-
hicle trips during the school year, transporting over
1,200 students to school every day, for the bargain
basement rate to parents of $1.27 per ride. This
year the Lamorinda School Bus Program is cele-
brating 20 years of congestion relief.

While it’s not uncommon to hear complaints
about traffic, those big yellow buses hold up to 71
elementary students. Imagine the increased volume

C1-C5 [ )13, [ 5 D1-D16
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Photo Cathy Tyson
of cars at peak times if each of those 71 kids in a
single bus was chauffeured individually to school
by a parent or guardian? Bigger kids obviously

take up more space, says Juliet Hansen, the pro-
gram manager who has been running the bus pro-
gram since the beginning. She estimates 50 to 60
middle school kids can fit in a large bus.

It’s a bus bonanza at Orinda Intermediate
School every day, probably due to the long com-
mute for families who live in a number of neigh-
borhoods north of the freeway from OIS, which is
at the south end of town.

... continued on page A8
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Lafayette
Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, May 26, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, June 1, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Tuesday, May 26, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, June 3, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Tuesday, June 23, 4 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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3485 Monroe Ave., Lafayette

Tucked in the heart of downtown,

on a sought-after street in the trail

neighborhood, this 3BR + office +
detached studio/2.5BA, 2236+ sq. ft.

Offered at $1,375,000
3485Monroe.com

turnkey property is steps to schools &

town. Tucked behind a quintessential

white picket fence, the premium, mostly-
level .14+ acre exterior provides level

lawn, cottage gardens, decks, & patio.
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Lafayette’s Best
Realtor

| . Just Listed!

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

2008 THROUGH 2014
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License #: 01482454

City Doubles Down on Pathway Enhancements Near Schools

By Cathy Tyson

i

It was a sidewalk doubleheader for
city engineer Matt Luttropp at a
recent public information meeting:
He first discussed upcoming im-

Alarms 57
Animal Control

100 block Lafayette Cr
911 calls (incl. hang-ups) 8
Battery

Lafayette Park Hotel

1000 block 2nd St

Safeway
Brandishing a Weapon

St Francis Dr/Dahlia Ct
Burglary, Auto

Bentley School

1300 block San Reliez Ct

3500 block School St

900 block Mt View Dr

Safeway

Oakwood Athletic Club (2)

3000 block Camino Diablo

3500 block Mt Diablo Bl (2)

3500 block Golden Gate Wy

Postino

30 block Lafayette Cr
Burglary, Residential

3500 block Boyer Cr

600 block Glenside Dr

3200 block Sweet Dr
Disturbing the Peace

Burton Valley Elementary
Drunk in Public

RoundUp
Police/Fire/EMS Response

3400 block Monroe Av

Pleasant Hill Rd/Olympic Bl

1000 block Laurel Dr

El Nido Ranch/Sunnyhill Rds
DUI

Deer Hill/Pleasant Hill Rds
Found Adult

3400 block Mt Diablo Bl
Forgery

1000 block Timothy Ln
Harassment

4000 block Tilden Ln

800 block Birdhaven (phone)

3400 block Mt Diablo Bl

3500 block Wilkinson Ln

El Nido Ranch/Acalanes Rds
Hit & Run

Mt Diablo Bl/1st St

Reported to police dept

3500 block O’Connor Dr

3600 block Mt Diablo Bl

900 block Moraga Rd
ID Theft

80 block Bacon Ct (3)

3700 block Highland Rd

600 block Sky Hy Cr

4000 block Woodside Ct

3500 block Springhill Rd
Loud Music

Library (2)
Missing Adult

3100 block Sweetbrier Cr
Neighbor Dispute

800 block Birdhaven Ct

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
April 26 to May 9

Panhandling
McDonalds
3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
Petty Theft
1100 block Garden Ln
200 block Lafayette Cr
1200 block Barrot Rd
600 block Los Palos Dr
3500 block Springhill Rd
900 block Paulson Ct
3400 block Golden Gate Wy
(from vehicle)
Safeway (in custody) (2)
30 block Lafayette Cr
BART Lafayette
10 block Ruth Ct
Public Nuisance

Cars queue up along Happy Valley Road

provements to a walkway on Happy
Valley Road for school kids, then
moved on to the Quandt Road path-
way, which serves students at
Springhill Elementary.

Both projects will bring new
walkways, handicap ramps, curbs,
gutters, and pedestrian crosswalk push
buttons and striping on the city’s right-
of-way, which typically extends 10
feet or more beyond the curb or edge
of the pavement. The combined
$275,000 worth of improvements will
be partially funded by Transportation
Development Act grants for sidewalk
safety and school access. While keep-
ing kids safe and leveraging city funds
are good things, traffic delays associ-
ated with the projects are inevitable as
these two-lane roads morph into one-
lane roads with the help of orange
cones and flaggers directing traffic.

The Happy Valley Road work is
especially tricky, since that street is
more of an arterial to the neighborhood.
A new 350-foot walkway separated
from the roadway will be constructed
along the north side of Happy Valley

Photo Cathy Tyson

Road from Panorama Drive to Red-
wood Lane, which is basically right
across the street from the elementary
school, and is usually full of parked
cars. In addition, construction should
tentatively begin in September, to be
completed in mid-November when
school is in session.

Energetic principal at Happy Val-
ley, Shayna Peeff, voiced her concern
that the start time for construction
crews — originally slated for 8:30 a.m.
— is the same time that classes begin.
Luttropp had no problem bumping
the construction start time to 9 a.m.
Crews will be working until 4:30 p.m.
every weekday, well past the school’s
dismissal time. She, along with teach-
ers, have made an effort to improve
congestion at peak times to accom-
modate twice the volume of cars on
school property to ease backups on
Happy Valley Road. A rolling dis-
missal time to alleviate the afternoon
crunch has recently been instituted;
students have an almost 20 minute
window of supervision when parents
or guardians can pick up their kids.

The timing of both projects is not
fantastic, but due to the restrictions of
the grant funds, work must be com-
pleted by next summer. One resident
suggested perhaps contractors could
work during the Christmas season.
Luttropp explained that weather is a
concern, bids may come in higher
than anticipated, and the construction
might take longer than anticipated,
lengthening the inconvenience for all.

Senior  engineer  Farzaneh
Sanders will be in charge during the
construction phase this fall and will
post weekly updates on the city web-
site on Fridays during the project’s
duration about the work scheduled for
the following week. Residents have
been advised that shrubs and trees “in
conflict” with the pathway alignment
will be removed; they have also been
asked to let the city know if there is
irrigation, lighting or drain lines
within the public right-of-way to see
about preservation, if possible.

Luttropp describes the residents at
the Quandt Road meeting as “enthu-
siastic” and “happy.” Improvements
there will run about 450 feet from
Pleasant Hill Road to Quandt Court.
The westbound travel lane on Quandt
Road will remain 10 feet wide, but the
shoulder will be reduced to four feet.
“Usually neighbors are excited to see
the improvements,” said Luttropp.
“It’s nice to give people something
they’ve been wanting for a long
while.” While the bearded Luttropp
has an official title of senior engineer,
maybe it should be civic Santa?

Florence Dr/Betty Ln

3100 block Stanley Bl

3400 block Golden Gate Wy

3500 block Brook St

Post Office
Promiscuous Shooting

700 block Solana Dr

800 block Mt View Dr

West Terrace/Sweet Dr

Los Palos/Via Los Colorados
Reckless Driving

Pleasant Hill Rd/Olympic BI (3)

Hwy 24/0ak Hill Rd

Moraga/St Mary’s Rds

Pleasant Hill/Springhill Rds

Burton/Silverado Drs

600 block Lucas Dr
Shoplifting

Safeway (3)

CVS

3400 block Mt Diablo Bl
Susp. Circumstances
Suspicious Vehicle
Suspicious Subject
Throw from Moving Veh

Upper Happy Valley/

Happy Valley Rds
Traffic Stops
Trespass

1300 block Martino Rd
Unwanted Guest

3500 block Moraga Bl

Lafayette Park Hotel

3300 block Mt Diablo Bl
Vandalism

1000 block Carol Ln

Trader Joe’s

3500 block Mt Diablo BI (2)

Burton Valley Elementary
Vehicle Theft

3500 block Terrace Wy

20 block Lafayette Cr
Vehicle Recovery

3600 block Mt Diablo Bl
Verbal Dispute

3400 block Mt Diablo Bl

Buckeye Fields
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Change your perspective on senior living.

At Byron Park, life is different here. It’s not just a place to live. This is where
residents discover the community experience and put passions into practice.
Engage, challenge yourself, share knowledge, and build a legacy for future
generations. This is where your personal journey begins.

J
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The Lafayette City Council recently discussed a possible rent increase morato-

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Council Considers Rent

Control
By Cathy Tyson

il
Lo

rium for larger apartment complexes like the one at 1038 Second Street.

fter hearing public testimony

from many tenants complain-
ing about unfairly soaring rents at a
complex that recently changed hands,
now known as 1038 on Second, and
commentary from a number of local
landlords who are providing what
they believe to be under-market rates,
the Lafayette City Council faced a
dilemma. Atissue was whether to in-
stitute a rent increase moratorium that
could temporarily stabilize rental rate
increases. Lafayette has never had
rent control, and while council mem-
bers were sympathetic to the tenants’
plight, they were also concerned
about establishing a precedent that
may hurt smaller responsible land-
lords.

Many residents at the complex,
located at the end of Second Avenue
between Merrill Gardens and High-
way 24, had received 60 days’ written
notice of rent increases, the new ad-
dition of utility charges and a require-
ment for renter’s insurance, along
with an expensive new pet policy.

In preparation for the May 11 city
council meeting, city manager Steven
Falk asked Kirby Sack of Sack Prop-
erties to prepare an action plan to ad-
dress issues at the aging 1038 Second
Street apartment buildings. A copy of
the letter was available at the meeting;
it acknowledged missteps but did not
contain specifics to remedy the situa-
tion. The complex has some serious
deferred maintenance that has ac-
crued over many years, under the
prior owners. According to its web-
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site, new tenant rates for a two-bed-
room, one-bath unit range from
$2,033 per month to $3,660.

“It would be a huge step back-
wards to eliminate low-income
units,” said Kathy Merchant, devel-
opment director of Las Trampas.
Some of the developmentally dis-
abled low-income Las Trampas
clients live in the 1038 complex.

Another woman who lives in the
apartments commented that the new
management was willing to negotiate,
offering instead of the 39 percent rent
increase, a 33 percent increase — the
equivalent of $550.

Tenant Jennifer Brown encour-
aged the council to “implement safe-
guards.” The rent on her 1950s
apartment with no insulation, aging
appliances, and single pane windows
has gone up exponentially.

“We need affordable housing,”
said Jennifer Sutherland, urging much
more reasonable rent increases,
adding, “Sack (Properties) has lied to
us in the past.”

Bruce Whitten, who spoke up for
his 80-year-old landlord mother who
has a history of good relationships
with long-term tenants, asked the
council, “Why is it your place” to set
limits on rents, calling it “landlord
control.”

A number of questions came up
when Matt Siegel, staff attorney for
the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Pro-
gram, who is a Lafayette resident,
stepped up to the podium.

... continued on page A9

Last Call for Monticello

Road Home

By Cathy Tyson

I n a last ditch effort before adoption
of the official denial of their con-
troversial home on Monticello Road
at a recent city council meeting, prop-
erty owner Linda Wight questioned
the Lafayette City Council about the
large proposed home, calling its deci-
sion “duplicitous.” She explained that
due to the instructions from the city,
the Wights moved the house location
toward the eastern side of the hilly, al-
most 14-acre property. This necessi-
tated a number of design changes,
including bunkering the home into the
hillside and making it two stories,
which she said, “was not our prefer-
ence or choice,” as they are getting
older and wanted a one-level home,
but a “direct consequence of the city’s
direction to us.”

A 21-page denial resolution was
ready to go spelling out in great detail
findings that couldn’t be made at the
council’s April 13 meeting. On a split
vote at that meeting, after years of dis-
cussion, the city council voted to deny
the project. Usually a simple proce-
dural matter on the consent calendar
follows once a decision has been
made, adopting the denial resolution,
settling the matter.

Not so with the drama surround-
ing the Wight’s home. Both Steve

and Linda Wight wrote a scathing let-
ter to the city council on April 20 ex-
pressing their disappointment and
belief that “we have been shabbily
treated by this lengthy City process,”
adding that they have been “unneces-
sarily harmed by such a sustained
delay in obtaining a decision from the
City.”

They concluded by urging the
council to “thoughtfully consider our
application and adopt the resolution
of approval” at the upcoming May 11
meeting. The attorney for the couple,
David Bowie, was in attendance ar-
guing that years ago the city approved
the site and massing for Phase I that
required much less grading and was
single story. “Then you created this
bunkering situation” and disapproved
Phase 1, adding that it is “inappropri-
ate and incorrect to say there is too
much grading.”

Ed Shaffer, attorney for the Glen
Neighborhood, stated the denial lays
out objective findings and there is no
basis for “clearly arbitrary or capri-
cious” claims.

Members of the city council
didn’t budge from their original votes,
three in favor of denying the project,
one in favor of approval and one ab-
stention.
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Open Sunday

45 Merrill Circle N, Moraga

r‘ Exquisite property, 4542 sqft, 4
Br, 3.5 Ba, & office on a .92 acre

private lot. Gorgeous grounds and large spa.
$2,500,000 www.45MerrillCir.com
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Open Sunday

1-4 pm -
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255 Tharp Drive, Moraga

Single level, 1956 sqft, 4 Br, 2Ba with
a level yard and pool. Wonderful

remodeled kitchen, great for entertaining.

$1,095,000

37 Parkway Court, Orinda

Gorgeous gated estate adjoining
Lafayette Reservoir. Custom built

O

in 2010 with highest finishes.
$3,750,000

www.37ParkwayCt.com

A
f

Laguna park. Over 4500 sq ft plus in-law.
$2,499,000

www.255TharpDr.com

12 Quail Xing, Moraga

Spectacular views from this 5+
acre property near Rancho

www.12 QuailXing.com
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TWICE THE SELLING POWER

3320WoodviewCourt. ffered at: $1,599,000

3097SandawoodCt.com |
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s Palos Drive | Offered af: $1,555,000

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi lves 925.788.8345
www.BrydonlvesTeam.com
BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com
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Public Meetings
Town Council

Special Meeting:

Wednesday, May 20, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 27, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission

Monday, June 1, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd.

Design Review

Tuesday, May 26, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd.

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District
Tuesday, June 9 and 16, 7:00 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:

www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Moraga Police
Department

Rearranging the patio furniture,
5/04/15 A Tharp resident reported
a weirdly suspicious circumstance
ata vacated property. He visited the
residence and found the patio fur-
niture rearranged, a rear door open
and an interior light on. No sign of
forced entry. A maintenance
worker was the last one there.

Kitchen remodel issues, 5/08/15
The contractor that a Hodges Drive
resident was using to replace her
kitchen cabinets was acting aggres-
sively and demanding more money.
Although the job wasn’t complete,
the homeowner asked that he pack
his tools and vacate the residence.

Expensive watch stolen, 5/08/15 A
Danefield Drive homeowner re-
ported to police that sometime in
the past four to six weeks an un-
known subject took a Cartier San-
tos watch valued at $10,000 from
her home. She has no idea who
would do this, but wanted to docu-
ment the incident.

Counterfeit money, 5/07/15 An
Ascot Drive resident had a new
iPad Mini listed for sale on
Criagslist for $320. A “buyer” re-
sponded to the listing and met the
seller. Although purchaser agreed
to pay the full price, unfortunately
the three $100 bills that changed
hands were fake, but the $20 bill
was real. The bills were collected
by cops and will go to the Secret
Service for analysis.

Residential Burglary, 5/10/15
Thieves cut power to a Camino Ri-
cardo home and forced open an ex-
terior garage door to gain access to
the house. The homeowner will
make a detailed list of items taken
at a later time.

In addition, the following crimes
occurred between May 5-12:

Lost Wallet — Gary Road
Welfare Check — Moraga Road
Two Motorists Arguing — Moraga
Road

Danger to Self - Moraga Road
False Alarm — Cypress Point Way
Smiley Face Vandalism — Alta
Mesa Court

Loud Party — Whitethorn Drive
BMW Window Smash — Moraga
Road

Loud Party — Wandel Drive
False Alarm — Fieldbrook Place
Harassing Phone Calls and Texts
— St. Mary’s Road

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Expanding our Services with

Two Goldsmiths

Looking for a Thyroid or
Weight Loss Doctor?

There is a new endocrinologist in Lafayette

Dr. Do-Eun Lee, MD,
board certified

e Appraisals

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

e Expert Repairs e Pearl Restringing endocrinologist
All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance. SpeC|_aI|Z|ng In Dlabetes’_
P _$§ -f?\-V-t- l-l E-t? - Thyroid and Osteoporosis
1 (0] atc attery 1
. Reg $15, Now $10 1 3466 Mt. Diablo Blvd. C100
:. 1 watch battery per person. Exp. 6/30/15. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply. ‘| Lafayette

www.bayareaendocrine.com

925-298-5220

City Ventures” Downtown Development Project a Go

By Sophie Braccini
Athree-and—a—half-hour drama

played out at the Moraga Town
Council meeting May 13, with some
unexpected twists. But when the cur-
tain fell, Newport Beach-based City
Ventures, LLC, had the town's ap-
proval of its Moraga Town Center
Homes project, a 36-unit townhouse
and condominium development with
some three-story-high buildings along
Moraga Way at the entrance of the
town, next to the fire station. This is
the first parcel to be developed in a
highly visible portion of the Moraga
Center Specific Plan (MCSP) area in
downtown Moraga.

The May 13 meeting was a con-
tinuation of an appeal filed by a group
of residents against the planning com-
mission’s November 2014 approval
of the project. At the first hearing in
January, the council asked the devel-
oper to make modifications and then
continued the appeal to a later date.

Many residents opposed the proj-
ect, saying it’s too dense for the highly
visible location and out of character
with Moraga. About a dozen resi-
dents attended the meeting, explain-
ing that this was a good project, but
for another location. Some also came
to support the project, explaining that
infill development near retail makes
sense and that the town needs new,
slightly more affordable homes than

the majority of existing detached sin-
gle-family homes in the area. Local
business owners also sent letters of
support to the council.

A large portion of the game was
played before the public meeting
began. City Ventures met with town
staff after the January continuance to
make amendments to its plan. Set-
backs along Moraga Road were in-
creased, ranging from 15 to 25 feet
(setbacks along Country Club Drive
range from 6 to 15 feet) and the third
story was removed on some of the
buildings. These modifications in ad-
dition to the visual simulations show-
ing how the development would
impact the scenic corridor and the
ridgeline view sheds gained staff’s
approval. Town staff stated the proj-
ect provides architecture, landscaping
and view corridors consistent with the
character of Moraga.

Councilmember Mike Metcalf
asked the town attorney to revisit the
reasons why this project is compliant
with the Moraga Center Specific Plan
that was approved in 2010 and found
compliant with the General Plan. The
appellants argued that the MCSP is
not compliant with the General Plan,
but no one on the dais was willing to
open that discussion.

Councilmembers Dave Trotter and
Teresa Onoda, as well as Mayor Roger

Wykle, asked the developer to increase
the distance between the duplexes lo-
cated along Country Club Drive from
10 to 25 feet — one of the MCSP re-
quirements. As it looked like another
continuance was imminent, the devel-
oper indicated that such demands, after
years of work and several continu-
ances were excessive. He asked for a
five-minute recess to analyze the con-
sequences of this new request.

When the meeting resumed, City
Ventures indicated that they did not
want a new continuance and offered
two proposals: to either group the du-
plexes facing Country Club Drive and
create larger buildings with more sep-
aration between them; or increase the
separation between the proposed
smaller buildings by a few feet on the
ground level and five feet at the sec-
ond-floor level.

Wykle and Trotter supported the
latter offer, while Onoda maintained
her opposition. The resolution deny-
ing the appeal and upholding the
planning commission’s decision was
approved as amended, 4-1, with
Onoda opposed. Staff also added a
long list of esthetic and quality re-
quirements that the developer will
have to comply with when building
the Moraga Town Center Homes.
Now that the conceptual plan is ap-
proved, the developer will present the

precise development plan to the plan-
ning commission and design review
board.

After the meeting, appellant Dick
Olsen expressed his disappointment.
During the meeting he characterized
the changes that the developer made
as tinkering around the edges. When
asked what the residents opposed to
the project would do next, he re-
sponded, “We are considering all of
the options available to citizens when
they consider a council has made a
significant mistake. This is only
round one.”

MOFD’s Opposition
to the Moraga Town
Center Homes Project

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District
opposed the development of
homes next to its training facility.
In a letter to the town, the MOFD
board listed factors such as noise
and even potential hazards that
made the project unfit, in their
opinion. The proposed mitiga-
tion, such as an eight-foot sound
wall was not found adequate. The
council members did not ignore
the agency's recommendations,
but did not use them to oppose the

proposed development.

Want More Pedestrian and Bike Paths in Moraga?

This is your chance
By Sophie Braccini

hether your children walk or

bike to school, whether you
are a speed biker zooming through
Moraga, whether you bike to work or
are a casual pedestrian roaming the
streets of town, your experience and
opinions are wanted for the new
pedestrian and bicycle committee that
the Town of Moraga is assembling.
The volunteers will meet six times
over the course of a year, and will
help shape the town's Pedestrian and
Bicycle Master Plan (PBMP) update.
They will also work on updating
Moraga’s Wayfinding Plan.

“The main issues are the lack of
facilities (paths, lanes, sidewalks), the
fact that Moraga is a hilly community,
and that the street network is not very
connected, implying that there are not
a lot of parallel and alternative
routes,” says Ellen Clark, Moraga’s
planning director. She expects the
new committee to take a more cre-
ative look at what could be done.

On April 22, the Town Council
approved the Moraga PBMP update
and Wayfinding Plan Citizens Advi-
sory Committee charter. The commit-
tee will include one member of the
planning commission, the design re-
view board, the park and recreation
commission, and four members of the
community.

Interested residents have until
May 29 to download an application at
on the town's website (Moraga.ca.us)
and email it back with their resume
and letter of interest to the town clerk
at mmcinturf@moraga.ca.us. The
council will select the members dur-
ing a public meeting if more than four
volunteer. To learn more about the
PBMP update and Wayfinding Plan,
and the role of the CAC, visit
www.moraga.ca.us/walkbikemoraga
or email Coleman Frick, assistant
town planner, at
cfrick@moraga.ca.us, or call (925)
888-7039 if you have questions or
would like additional information.

Coming Soon in Lafayette!

3098 Withers Avenue, Lafayette
This classic home creates a relaxing ambience with a Sonoran style.
» Four bedrooms, + office + bonus room and two bathrooms
* 3000+ sqg.ft. on an approximately .53 acre lot
* Gourmet kitchen, overlooking the spacious family room
* Master bedroom features a private balcony
* Large laundry room with utility sink and storage
* Incredible views of the Lafayette Hill’'s and Mt. Diablo

Call us for the price and more details!

Bernie & Ryerson Team

925.200.2222 or 925.878.9685
gabernie@pacunion.com

ken@ryersonrealty.com
License #: 00686144 | 01418309

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS
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FREE FAMILY MOVIE!
THE LEGO MOVIE, Friday, May 29
MORAGA COMMONS PARK

i MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us

Page: AS

Champagne Design Named Moraga’s
2015 Small Business of the Year

By Sophie Braccini

From left: East Bay Leadership Council CEO Kristin Connelly, Kathe Nelson and Lynn McAuliffe Photo provided

hampagne Design is Moraga “mompre-

neur’” Lynn McAuliffe’s company, creating
everything graphic for other businesses, from
marketing materials to print media and websites.
The mother of two Campolindo High School
students created the business 17 years ago after
her first child was born and the daycare center
she arranged to take care of her baby dropped
the ball. Since then, the creative, artistic and
tech-oriented businesswoman has made Cham-
pagne Design her livelihood. Since she moved
to Moraga in 2007, the business has grown or-
ganically thanks to the Lamorinda business com-

munity. The Chamber of Commerce named her
the 2015 Moraga Small Business of the Year.
McAuliffe started her career in the printing
industry, working for a promotion agency. “I've
always been interested in the technical side of
design,” she said. “I know what is needed to
make materials print-ready, and this is a knowl-
edge I continue to use.” After the birth of her first
child she intended to go back to work, but when
the daycare faulted, her husband recommended
she start her own business. “That's what you've
always wanted to do,” he said.
..continued on page A1l

Targeted Study For Recreation
Use on MOSO Land

By Sophie Braccini

ne rule in the Moraga Open Space Or-

dinance — stipulating that recreation on
MOSO land be managed by nonprofit, not
for-profit, entities — could kill the recreation
project proposed by Adventure Day Camp on
the site of the former Moraga Tennis and
Swim Club before it’s even submitted. At its
May 13 meeting the Moraga Town Council
recommended a limited change to the rules
to allow recreation activities managed by for-
profit entities as long as they would operate
facilities that preexisted MOSO’s adoption,
and would not change the footprint of that
former business.

In her presentation to the council, Plan-
ning Director Ellen Clark indicated that staff
did not find in the MOSO any conflict to a
change of the rules to authorize for-profit
recreation uses. “MOSO treats recreation
uses generally, and only talks about land use
in term of residential density,” said Clark.
She also noted that it is unusual for land use
zoning to make the distinction between non-
profit and for-profit use. “This does not con-
note a land use, but is more a business
model,” she said. She cited activities that
could be nonprofit and yet not very desirable
in Moraga open space, such as off-road vehi-
cle clubs. She recommended that this section
of the MOSO rules be revisited, but from the
perspective of the type of activity rather than
the way it is operated.

Residents neighboring the site expressed

their concerns over modifying MOSO rules,
fearing that it would invite more applications
and more development than originally in-
tended. They also listed their concerns about
increased traffic on a neighborhood street
traveled by many school children, as well as
parking issues.

Vice Mayor Mike Metcalf reminded them
that all the impacts would be studied if Adven-
ture Day Camp submits an application, and
that the topic of the night was only to make
recommendations regarding the MOSO rule.

Councilmember Dave Trotter proposed a
short-cut to the long process that would be
needed to revise a part of MOSO, suggesting
adding a sub-paragraph that would authorize
a for-profit recreational use of recreational fa-
cilities that were constructed prior to the adop-
tion of MOSO, provided that this new use on
MOSO land would not result in any increase
or change in the development footprint that
existed at the time of MOSO's adoption.

Other council members supported the
idea, as did Susan Jones, representing Lam-
orinda Open Space — the group formed to sup-
port MOSO.

The final direction given by the council
to staff was to study, in the short term, the
possibility of the customized addition to
MOSO, and also, for the long term, to look
at how to better define the types of desirable
recreation activities permitted on MOSO
land.
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Real Estate...Simplified!

2943 Otis, Berkeley

o -]
Adorable Spanish style 2 BR, 1 bath home
with beautiful variegated oak floors, new
paint and upgrades. Large bonus room and
quaint back yard. Great commute location
with schools, shops, restaurants and UC
Berkeley nearby. For more information,
call Call Maureen Caldwell-Meurer,
510.915.0092.

CalBRE#01908929

L]
1

710 St Marys Rd, Lafayette

Located across the street from Buckeye
Fields, this spectacular single-level home
features 3BR/2BA and 1431 sq.ft.. The
spacious backyard is perfect for
entertaining and the landscape features a
variety of fruit trees and roses.
Offered at $1,195,000.00 by
Jim Colhoun 925.200.2795.

CalBRE#xxx

2582 Fox Circle, Walnut Creek

Top-rated Alamo schools in this
immaculate south Walnut Creek
neighborhood. 4BR/2.5BA with 2507
sq.ft. Enjoy the beautiful swimming pool
in the backyard and upgrades made
throughout the home!

Call Jim Colhoun at 925.200.2795 for

further information.
CalBRE#01029160

bedrooms and three and one half baths. Built

CalBRE#01029160

857 Mountaln View Dr, Lafayette

Dramatic contemporary home with
panoramic views overlooks downtown
Lafayette and hills. Over 3300 SF with four

in 1989, this home features soaring ceilings
and a superb location. Coming June 10.
Call Jim Colhoun at 925.200.2795 for
further information.

121 Warfield, Moraga

Fantastic 5 br/3 full bath family home with
outstanding views on.38 acre. Its 2560 sq. ft.
spacious living spaces include a family room
with fireplace and recently updated kitchen

and baths. It also features an au pair with

separate entrance and large 2-car garage.
Offered at $1,300,000 by Ruth Eddy,
925.788.5449.

CalBRE#01313819

3108 Keith Drive, El Sobrante

Cute, woodsy 3 bedroom home on a
gently sloped lot with back patio and
valley views, near schools, shopping
and restaurants. Recently updated
kitchen and 2 bathrooms as welll as 50
yr. roof. Inviting living room with
fireplace. Offered at $425,000 by
Tania DeGroot, 510.367.1422.

CalBRE # 01094898

NEWS OF THE WEEK

The market is still hot, with multiple offers on many
homes! If you’re thinking of buying a home, do so now,
before interest rates rise!! Here is a sampling of some
recent buyer-represented sales:

653 Miner Road, Orinda, $1,825,000

3310S. Lucille Lane, Lafayette, $1,100,000
31 La Cuesta, Orinda, $1,000,000 Ruth Eddy
2222 Gladwin Court, Walnut Creek, $889,000
3279 Mt. Diablo Court, Lafayette, $701,000

2001 Ptarmigan Dr., Walnut Creek, $459,000 Larry Jacobs and Kress Hauri

Julie Georgiou
Jim Colhoun

Jim Colhoun
Julie Georgiou

Janine Hunt
510.409.6266

janine.hunt@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01909766

925.200.8246
salesbyjulie@gmail.com
CalBRE#01043977

Julie Georgiou Adam Hafn-alian/Dana Fillinger
925.708.5630/925.588.6409

Meet our Featured Agents ...

adam.hamalian@bhghome.com
dana fillinger@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01917597/ 01731662

find all Agents at www.bhghome.com/Orinda

Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area;
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.

Jim Colhoun
925.200.2795

jim.colhoun@bhghome.com tania.degroot@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01029160

Tania DeGroot
510.367.1422

CalBRE # 01094898

REAL ESTATE

MASON-McDUFFIE

89 Davis Road Suite 100
Orinda
925.254.0440
www.bhghome.com/Orinda

Regina Englehart,
Broker-Manager
925.876.9076

regina.englehart@bhghome.com
CalBRE# 01308462



Page: A6

Orinda

Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, June 2, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, May 26, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Traffic Safety Advisory
Committee (TSAC)
Monday, June 15, at 7 p.m.

Sarge Littlehale Community Room
22 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District
Monday, June 8, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Peter & Darlene
Hattersley
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CalBRE# 00445794, CalBRE# 01181995

925.360.9588

Both are light, bright and ready for you to just enj
Call for price, availability and details about Rossmoor. We're happy to help you.
925.708.9515

Two Rossmoor Co-ops Comin

Remodeled

| bedroom,

| bath jewel close
to Creekside
restaurant and
golf complex,
Dollar pool and
new event center.

o T

Bl el

oy all the great amenities Rossmoor has to offer.

Soon!

Remodeled
2 bedroom,
| bath plus
in-unit laundry
¥l across from
~___Hillside pool

.~ and lawn
bowling.

8

www. TheHattersleys.com

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Council Approves One-Year Crime Cam Pilot Program

By Laurie Snyder

Orinda residents shared a wide
range of opinions for and against
the installation of security cameras
leading up to the Orinda City Council
meeting May 5. Some quoted Ben-
jamin Franklin: “Those who would
give up essential Liberty, to purchase a
little temporary Safety, deserve neither
Liberty nor Safety.” Others seemed
less concerned. “I don’t think you have
a right to privacy in a public space,”
one resident said. “Just get on board
with everybody else because it’s going
to happen, and it’s not George Orwell
and all this other stuff. It’s just the way
the reality of it is today because we’re
on TV all the time, we’re in the public
eye no matter where we go.”

of city staff and average citizens as
they weighed the sincere privacy con-
cerns of those worried about the gov-
ernment’s  increasing use  of
surveillance on Americans against the
very real fear felt by those whose
homes have been burglarized.

On May 5, the council considered
Orinda Police Chief Mark Nagel’s lat-
est proposal — a one-year pilot pro-
gram to install eight Reconyx cameras
at Orinda’s points of entry and neigh-
borhoods where crime spikes, as well
as to equip one police car with auto-
mated license plate reader (ALPR)
technology which would link that car
to county, state and federal databases
that, theoretically, would help police

maintenance performed by a commu-
nity service officer or other city em-
ployee with possible help from
volunteers. The ALPR system would
be covered by the city’s contract with
the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s De-
partment, and would be purchased
from the same vendor used by CCSD
and the City of Lafayette — Vigilant
Systems — at a cost of $16,580.

The cameras would be helpful,
said Nagel, in the absence of DNA or
fingerprint evidence. Reconyx camera
data would likely be accessed by
Orinda’s police immediately after the
commission of crimes, but could also
be viewed later if residents discover
problems after returning from vaca-

agencies, including the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. ““Vehicles
associated with wanted subjects are
not constrained by city limits,” said
Nagel. “Vehicles wanted in one city
can easily travel through Orinda and
by not sharing data, the police and the
community at large would never know
a vehicle associated with a list of
crimes travelled through Orinda.”

In response to multiple questions
from council members regarding how
long the city would be required to re-
tain the photographs and other data ob-
tained from ALPRs and city-owned
crime cameras, as well as when and if
the photos and data could be subject to
public disclosure, city attorney Osa

Vr;vﬁzooriﬁiﬁgagl::;zﬁ tion: Once again, council members de- catch suspects more quickly. tion. Wolff said the ALPRs would fall under
ndaassociati ’ liberated whether or not to install se- According to the staff report, the The ALPR system would make a CCSD policies, which requires that
-orindaassociation.org curity cameras inside city boundaries, Reconyx cameras would be purchased ~difference because it delivers real-time  records be retained for one year.
and once again they probed the minds by the city at a cost of $6,730 with information that is shared by multiple ... continued on page A1l
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— 80 block Tara Rd 20 block Altamount Dr 10 block Altarinda Rd Moraga Wy/Glorietta Bl
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Orinpa Oaxks

OrindaOaks.com

ORINDA'S FINEST COLLECTION OF NEW HOMES
ARE ALMOST GONE. GET IN NOW.

* 345 Miller Court — 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 4,129 square feet, 2.3 acres
* 350 Miller Court — 5 bedrooms, 5.5 baths, 4,133 square feet, 3.5 acres

* Open Floor Plans with Main Floor Master Suites

e Stunning Views and Vast Outdoor Living Space

925.253.6337

Exclusively represented by Glenn W. Beaubelle, The Beaubelle Group of Coldwell Banker
925.254.1212 TheBeaubelleGroup.com Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com

eligible for a broker commission. © 2013 Orinda Oaks Signature Development Group

info@OrindaOaks.com

All square footage measurements are estimates and may vary from actual numbers. Brokers must accompany their client(s) and register them on their first visit to the Sales Center in order to be

SIGNATURE
DEVELOPMENT
GROUP

ONLY TWO HOMES LEFT
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Team(@ WoodwardJones

EE3ARTTAL REIERRAC E

Two Masters in Real Estate Providing World Class Service

Is Your Home Ready to Sell?

We are offering a complimentary consultation on what you can do to

prepare your home for sale.

We will help you obtain the highest return on your improvements. Don’t waste money on
unnecessary remodeling. Utilize our expertize from having sold well over a 1,000 homes.

Frank Woodward Tina Jones 925-330-2620

>am.com

WoodwardJonesTeam.com
Luxury Property Specialists

CalBRE#01335916/0885925 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. Ca

icense #01908304.

Ties That Bind

Former Orinda mayor visits Sister City of Tabor

By Laurie Snyder

Orinda’s 2015-16 Sister Cities visiting student, Karel Balogh (center, right), wel-
comed former Orinda Mayor Bobbie Landers (far right); Lamorinda Sunrise
Rotarian, Buddy Burke; and Landers’ daughter, Holly, to his home in Tabor,

Czech Republic earlier this month.

€€

Photo courtesy Bobbie Landers
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pring is lovely in Tébor!” turn their country to glory after years

That was the verdict from
former Orinda Mayor Bobbie Lan-
ders in an email sent the afternoon of

of Communism.”
Landers also spent two days in
Prague revisiting the Castle, as well

Sunday, May 10 from Orinda’s Sis-
ter City in the Czech Republic. “We
are warmly greeted by old friends,
former visiting students, the mayor,
vice mayor. Every visit shows the
hard work by Czech citizens to re-

as enjoying a Dvorak concert and re-
laxing with a Czech beer on the roof
of a reconstructed historic home.
But it was her time in Tabor that
was clearly the most memorable.
While there, Landers visited with

Karel Balogh and his family.

Balogh is the newest Czech
scholar to be named as a visiting stu-
dent with the Orinda-Tébor Sister
Cities initiative. He will attend Mira-
monte High School this fall. Like
many high school students the world
over, he helps out around the house
by doing the dishes and mowing the
lawn.

The Sister Cities initiative is a vi-
tally important program, Landers ex-
plained, because it helps to foster the
kinds of ties between people of dif-
fering cultures that bind — bonds that
President Dwight D. Eisenhower be-
lieved would ultimately lead the
world to “the dawn of eternal peace.”
Eisenhower launched the Sister
Cities program in 1956, hoping it
would nudge the world in the right
direction.

Sister Cities’ host families typi-
cally provide room and board for
their assigned students. In Orinda’s
case, each student goes through a
highly competitive process to
demonstrate that he or she is a good
fit for the program, and is fluent
enough in English to do well in
classes at Miramonte.

... continued on page A8

LIVING TRUST
*695

* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until June 15, 2015

¢ Guardianship of Minor Children
FREE

 Power of Attorney for Finance
Law Offices of

* Transfer of Real Property into Trust
Lauren Smykowski

» Advanced Medical Directive

Notary Services Included!
INITIAL
CONSULTATION Located in the Treat Towers
1255 Treat Blvd., Ste. 300
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy(@gmail.com

Live The Retirement That You Deserve
With A Reverse Mortgage!

* For homeowners age 62 and older

¢ You retain the title

* No monthly mortgage payments

* No income or credit score requirements
* No limitations on how you spend the proceeds

H. =118 ]

David Chang
Reverse Mortgage Advisor
NMLS #913224

Phone: 925-984-

Reverse Mortgage Solutions, Inc. dba Security One Lending.
NMLS ID 107636, 2727 Spring Creek Drive, Spring, TX 77373,
Licensed by the Dept of Business Oversight under the CA Resdiential Mortgage

Lendin g Act #4131074. Homeowner remains responsible for paying property taxes,

required dh This ad is for a 1st loan.
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OLDWELL BANKER

ORINDA $1,699,000
5/3.5. Stunning Views. Luxury
contemporary home w/ grand entry
makes an immediate impression.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

$1,1 00 000
4/2.5. Private Craftsman style. Appox.
15,120 sf.lot. Updated Kitchens and
baths, HWF & Landscape
Chad Morrison

ORINDA $1 ,449,000 LAFAYETTE
3/2.5.Absolute Luxury close to
Downtown. Spectacular 3972 sqft
picturesque home is its serene location.

Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784 CalBRE#01905614

- |
ORINDA $2,595,000
4/3.5. Orinda’s Country Club
neighborhood. Lovingly re-built and
expanded to perfection.
Melanie Snow CalBRE# 00878893

ORINDA $1,450,000
4/3. Built in 2014, approx. 2387 sq ft
plus Irg bonus room. Close to BART &
downtown.

Diane Petek CalBRE# 01703677

SOy

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

ORINDA $3,295,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

LAFAYETTE $1,325,000
3/2. Charming Cottage style. Extra .30
deep lot, apprx 2121 sq.ft. Lovely
garden area w/large child’s play area.

The Beaubelle Group  CalBRE#00678426
-

ORINDA $1,295,000
5/3. Spacious view home in the
desirable Orinda Country Club area.
Xtra large fenced in bkyrd.

Shellie Kirby CalBRE#01251227

ORINDA $2,395,000
6/5.5. Cap Code Custom home on .41
acre lot. Chef's kit,hwd flrs,plantation
shutters, 2 Ivl lawn areas.

The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $2,400,000
4/2.5. Luxurious Adobe Retreat.

STUNNING views. Private wine country
style estate, minutes from school & freeway.
Susan Schlicher CalBRE#01395579

MORAGA $1,100,000
4/2.5.2284 sqft, formal living and dining
rooms, flat .22 acres w/pool, close to K-8
schools.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 21| | Orinda | 925.253.6300

ORINDA $2,478,000
4/2. Fabulous Glorietta Home: over |
acre & remodeled w/ incredible
attention to detail.

Finola Fellner CalBRE#01428834

LAFAYETTE $1,275,000
5/3.5.2 homes attached w/sep.
entrance. Remodel. kit. & bath, hwd
floors,lg yard w/ privacy.

The Beaubelle Group ~ CalBRE#00678426

RESIENTIAL BRORERAGE

ORINDA $1,660,000
6/3.5. Spacious, prestigious, 4100 square
foot Rheem Boulevard custom home.
Located on .45 acres.

Melanie Snow CalBRE# 00878893

MORAGA $2,500,000
4/3.5. Exquisite estate in a very private
setting! Gorgeous grounds w/large spa.
4542 sq.feet.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,595,000
4/3.5. Spacious stunning home
Comfortable elegance Nr Downtown
Private with breathtaking views.

Susan Schlicher CalBRE#01395579

LAFAYETTE $2,995,000
6/5.5. New Construction! Close to
dwtn & trails. Chef’s kit. w/island, Ig
lawn w/outdoor kit.

The Beaubelle Group ~ CalBRE#00678426

MORAGA $1,095,000
4/2. 1956 sqft, gourmet kitchen, .25 acre
lot with pool, close to K-8 top Moraga
schools.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $2,895,000
6/5.5. Beaut. modern custom home w/
views, walk to trails. Chef’s kit. child’s
wing. Must see!

The Beaubelle Group ~ CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,325,000
3/2. Beautifully Updated & Private
Single Level Home in Great Trail
Location.

Shellie Kirby CalBRE#01251227

ORINDA $875,000
2/2. Completely remodeled 1678 sqft,
.45 acre lot w/private setting, great
commute location.

Peter Liu CalBRE# 01460749

LAFAYETTE $1,295,000
4/2.5. Split Ivl home on a cul-de-sac.
I/3+ acre w/private yard. Close to
Lafayette Reservoir.

The Holcenberg’s CalBRE#01373412

californiamoves.com

PREVI
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Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire

District Board of Directors
Wednesday, May 20, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Roomj
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, June 16, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,

651 Pine St., Martinez

For meeting times and agendas,
visit http:/alturl.com/5p9pu.

Emergency response information
and training:

Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
www.lamorindacert.org.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

New Ambulances Rolling in to MOFD

By Nick Marnell

tits May 6 meeting the Moraga-

Orinda Fire District board unan-
imously approved a $425,000
expenditure for two new 2016 Inter-
national TerraStar Leader ambu-
lances, which will give the district a
fleet of six ambulances, including two
reserve vehicles. MOFD last pur-
chased ambulances in 2008.

“Our two most active ambulances
have been out of service 27 percent of
the time,” said fire chief Stephen
Healy. “We’re burning through trans-
missions, motors and brakes, and a
cracked frame, in one case. We are

very tough on our ambulances.”

The district apparatus committee,
headed by battalion chief Felipe Bar-
reto, recommended the purchase of
new vehicles as opposed to remount-
ing the current district modules on
new chassis. “For one thing, we then
wouldn’t have reserve ambulances,”
said Healy. The chief noted that the
new ambulances should last up to 15
years, while remounted modules onto
new chassis will last maybe half that
long. The cost of remounting was pre-
sented as about half the cost of a new
purchase.

Healy explained that the new ap-
paratus have beefier chassis, stronger
power trains and are larger and heav-
ier duty than the models being re-
placed. He allayed concerns that the
new ambulances were so much big-
ger than the current units that they
could not navigate all of the district
roads. “Our fire engines can get to
every street in the district,” he said.
“These are much smaller than our fire
engines.”

Barreto said that the ambulances
should be delivered in the fall, and
that the two new vehicles will likely

Wednesday, May 20, 2015

be deployed at station 41 in Moraga
and station 44 in south Orinda. One
reserve ambulance will remain at sta-
tion 41, the other stored at Moraga’s
station 42.

The new Internationals will be
purchased through the National Joint
Powers Alliance, a Minnesota-based
municipal  national  contracting
agency. The district plans to send out
arequest for proposals this month for
the lease financing.

Please submit
Letters and Opinions:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

ConFire-AMR Partnership

By Nick Marnell

he Contra Costa County Fire

Protection District moved
another step closer to providing
emergency ambulance service in
Contra Costa County on May 12
when the Board of Supervisors,
acting as the ConFire board of di-
rectors, authorized fire chief Jeff
Carman to execute an agreement
between the district and American
Medical Response, the current
provider of county ambulance
service. The agreement details the
relationship between the district
and AMR if ConFire is awarded

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

It's no accident more people trust State Farm.

| Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga

925-376-2244

S LIKE A GOOD NEIGHEME .ﬁ STATE FARM 15 THERE *

P040036 02/04  State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

How's your hearing?
Ask an Audiologist
Dr. Erik M. Breitling, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

+L AMORTINIIA
AUDICLOGY
3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

| i3 i -.,{wm. -:aln.l'c.-wutl
npm-uﬂ rREFM

925-3?6 1118".

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

[SHING™ [NSTALEAL m"-:'—

Licramnsl

Cabinet Modifications

925.827.1093

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

www.ﬁurklnEIectrlc net

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:

e Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances

* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts

e Cabinet alterations/repairs NS
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, Eéﬁ;

. . i}
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

Residential * Commercial * Industrial

* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade

www.TheCabinetMd.com

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

Sole Proprietor

the S-year Contra Costa County
emergency ambulance service con-
tract effective Jan. 1, 2016. The
county regions up for bid exclude
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District
and the San Ramon Valley Fire
Protection District, which provide
their own ambulance transport
service.

After a district consultant re-
ported in 2014 that it would be finan-
cially feasible for ConFire to provide
ambulance service for the county, AP
Triton, LLC, a fire consultant, ad-
vised the district that the most suit-
able and cost effective way to
provide that service was to partner
with a private ambulance company.
Through a competitive bidding
process, ConFire chose to partner
with AMR, under a subcontractor
agreement with the district.

Should the county award Con-
Fire the ambulance contract AMR,
as the ambulance subcontractor, will
provide the district its own personnel
and equipment and will also be re-
sponsible for maintaining and up-
grading the ambulance fleet. Over

Forges Ahead

the five years of the deal ConFire
will pay AMR not more than $188
million for this service, which Car-
man explained would be the district’s
maximum financial exposure. Con-
Fire will bill and collect patient fees
and charges, reimbursements from
healthcare providers and other emer-
gency ambulance transport revenue
to cover those expenses.

“Even at the maximum costs,
this proposal will make financial
sense to the district?” asked John
Gioia, board chair.

“Absolutely,” said Carman.

Carman later pointed out indirect
benefits of the relationship with
AMR, including consolidation of
personnel and other potential costs
savings. “AMR has huge buying
power for medical supplies,” he said.
“At the same time, we have better
buying power for fuel since we use
so much, and they can take advan-
tage of that.”

Erik Rohde, AMR general
manger for Contra Costa County,
discussed the synergy of merging
dispatch personnel. “ConFire's dis-

patch center is in Pleasant Hill and
ours is in Sacramento,” he said. “By
putting them in the same room, the
dispatchers will have the ability to
communicate real time, face to face,
rather than over a phone or com-
puter.”

And one of Carman’s top frustra-
tions will frustrate him no longer.
“We won't send a fire company and
an ambulance to everything any-
more,” he said. “Now we can send
just what is needed and closest. This
adds capacity to our response relia-
bility.”

The Board of Supervisors plans
to approve the new county ambu-
lance contract in July. If ConFire is
awarded the deal, and the district
successfully enters into the subcon-
tract with AMR, it will have joined
forces with its long-time rival.

“We will share mission and vi-
sion,” said the chief. “Instead of
competing, we will be working as a
single team.

“Truly this relationship will be
better for the agencies and the cus-
tomer.”

Front page

School Bus Program

s

1'I J

Joaquln Moraga Intermediate School students start filling up buses.

Ten buses are transporting kids
daily to OIS, the program’s most
popular destination.

Originally it took some con-
vincing of the Contra Costa Trans-
portation Authority that
Lamorinda’s share of the sales tax
money should go toward reducing
traffic instead of building road im-
provements. Maintaining and im-
proving the county’s transportation
system are the focus of the agency
that manages the sales tax program
paid for by Measure C and now
Measure J. Passed in 1988, Meas-
ure C provided revenue to pay for
programs such as a BART exten-
sion, freeway improvements, and
more. Measure C sunsetted in
March 2009.

Voters actually agreed to tax
themselves again to carry on with
the transportation improvements.
With 71 percent of the vote, Meas-
ure J was approved in November

Photo Cathy Tyson

2004 to continue the county-wide
half-cent sales tax for 25 more
years beyond the original expiration
date of Measure C. Contra Costa
County residents’ Measure J tax
money paid for the new fourth bore
of the Caldecott Tunnel, improve-
ments on Highway 680, over $350
million for local streets and road
maintenance, and improvement and
enhancing transit not only for local
school kids but for seniors and peo-
ple with disabilities.

Kathy Fernbacher and
Stephanie Sorensen were a couple
of the original moms who got the
ball rolling. Other key players in-
clude Don Tatzin, Amy Worth,
Bobbie Landers and Steven Falk.
Fernbacher had moved from the
south end of Orinda to the Sleepy
Hollow area and was concerned
about the traffic jams in her new
neighborhood. She and other con-
cerned parents attended “meeting

... continued from page A1

after meeting,” said Fernbacher.
“We just kept fighting,” explaining
that parents would like to spend the
tax revenue to push for school
buses. She recalled, “Eventually
they gave in.” In the fall of 1994,
after two years of planning and ne-
gotiation, the first buses got rolling.

“It really did work,” com-
mented Ann Grodin who was part
of the effort from the start, explain-
ing that studies showed the bus pro-
gram actually got cars off the road,
especially on Moraga Way. “As bad
as it is now, (traffic) was worse
then.” She also remembers the
“hard fought vote” 20 years ago to
use the tax money for buses, but in
her opinion the results are amazing.

The three towns, in coopera-
tion with local school districts, em-
braced the grassroots effort and
formed a joint powers authority
that oversees the program. Origi-
nally, the Lamorinda school bus
program was approved only for a
five year pilot, contingent upon
surveys and statistical support to
prove its value. Now the program,
with professional drivers from
First Student, has a fleet of clean
diesel buses that are equipped with
the latest safety features — includ-
ing seat belts.

Early registration is already
open, with special pricing offered
for those who sign up by June 15.
The round trip annual bus pass will
cost parents $455 for the school
year, which comes out to $2.53 per
day or $1.27 per ride. Keep in mind
that 62 percent of the school bus
program budget is funded by a por-
tion of your sales tax dollars.

Orinda

Ties That Bind

Orindans Bob and Maryette
Thompson have welcomed a number
of exchange students over the years,
and highly recommend the experi-
ence. “All of my kids have really got-
ten to know these students. They
really became part of the family.”

Chandler Visher and Deborah
Lambert concur. Their student,
Michael Cizek, became like a brother
to their boys, and joined the family in

Santa Barbara for a Thanksgiving
visit with Lambert’s parents and a trip
to Yosemite. Their most memorable
moments, though, were spent in Las
Vegas. It was one of the places Cizek
most wanted to see while he was in
America.

It is these kinds of experiences
that were precisely what Eisenhower
was hoping when he gave his memo-
rable “The Chance for Peace” speech

.. continued from page A7

in 1953, and what Landers strives for
in organizing each visit by a Czech
student. She reported recently that a
host family is still urgently needed
from August 2015 through January
2016 for Karel Balogh. If you can
help, call Landers at (925) 254-8260.
Then, follow the adventures of
the Orinda Klub Tabor on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/OrindaKlub.
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The Law Offices of Jonathan D. Larose APC.

www.lamorindaweekly.com Page:

A Family Law Practice

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of
the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All

Confidential and
published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of

Walnut Creek - Fremont

residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business 4 . Complimentary
in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for ) dlaroselaw.com Consultations
verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500
words wn]l pe accgptgd ona spage-avallable basis. Y|5|t www.lamorlnfiaweekly.con?. 1660 Olympic Boulevard 39199 Paseo Padre Parkway
for submission guidelines. email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: ) ) : ;
Suite 215 (Main Office), Suite E

Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570
Walnut Creek, CA. 94596

Tel: 866-585-6314
Fax: 510-~-742-9600

Fremont, CA. 94538
Tel: 510-742-6100
Fax: 510-742-9600

Editor:

an D. Larose, Esq. MBA

Recently I've had the feeling there was a void in my life. Sophie Braccini’s
May 6 article gave me the answer: Roundabouts! That’s what’s been missing.
Roundabouts! Fortunately, Ron Boyle of Omni-Means confirmed my suspi-
cion. He explained roundabouts “... can create a sense of place.” Equally
fortunate, Mr. Boyle specializes in designing roundabouts. Talk about coin-
cidence!

Ignore the naysayers. Who can trust Onoda and Trotter? They sound as if
they are actually trying to live up to their campaign promises. Listen to Onoda:
“I say if we don’t have to spend the money, don’t spend the money.” What’s
she trying to do, give politicians a good name? Next she’ll be saying, “Six
million here, six million there, and pretty soon it adds up to real money.”
Come on Teresa, Dave, get with the program! Here’s Moraga’s opportunity
to outspend Lafayette. Drive a short distance into Lafayette to where Rohrer
and South Lucile run into St. Marys Road, and what do you see? Three stop
signs each. How much did Lafayette pay for six lousy stop signs? Less than
$6 million you can bet. How pedestrian! Speaking of pedestrians, the round- o
about at Rheem Boulevard and St. Marys Road could combine pedestrians,
bicycles, and motorized vehicles, making that roundabout more exciting than
aroller coaster. That should give people “a sense of place?”

Why stop with two roundabouts? Consider the junction of Moraga Road, Alta
Mesa, and the shopping center easement. Another roundabout! People drive
through it now as if it’s a roundabout. And 50 feet north at the St. Marys Road
intersection, replace the signal lights with another roundabout. Think ofit ...
two adjacent roundabouts! Moraga could boast of having one of the country’s
few roundabouts connecting to another roundabout.

But why settle for outdoor roundabouts? Why not bring that “sense of place”
indoors? Moraga citizens are noted for volunteering for community projects.
Perhaps some citizen do-it-yourselfers could volunteer to construct an interior
roundabout where the town council meets and where town employees work.
While not normally noted for my civic volunteerism, if volunteer builders
build a grand interior roundabout, I volunteer to furnish the center cell ... with

Compost Giveaway

Saturday, May 23 from 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

Bring your own bags/containers.

e Get up to 3 cubic yards (while supplies
last) of compost, made from your green
cart organics!

e Bring proof of residence (Walnut Creek,
Danville, Alamo, Lafayette, Orinda, Moraga,
unincorporated Central Contra Costa)

¢ Information booth: Free home composting
workshop schedule, compost bin
information and order form, and a Contra
Costa County Certified Master Gardener
on hand to answer any questions!

Free Kitchen food scrap pails
will also be available

Heather Farm Park

a giant round of cheese.

Edward C. Hartman
Moraga

Lafayette

Council Considers Rent

Control

... continued from page A3

w2eg2pa -0
S By AR L

He suggested if there will be a mora-
torium, “eviction protection” should
be included. When asked how much
the rent stabilization program costs
the city of Berkeley, he replied $4
million, with 22 full-time employees.

Council Member Don Tatzin ob-
served interesting clusters of those
who commented: a group of smaller
property owners who spoke against a
rent moratorium, and none of their
tenants; and, conversely, many ten-
ants of large rental complexes, specif-
ically from the 1038 on Second
project, and the property manager
who didn’t show up. “I think that
says something,” reflected Tatzin.
One self-described mom and pop
landlord who owns a fourplex spoke
up about some research she did at the
county assessor’s office. By her
rough calculations there are 96 land-
lords who own from two to four rental
units within the city, with an addi-
tional 37 landlords who own between
five and 24 units.

Surmising only 10 entities own
larger complexes — eight who own
between 25 and 59 units, and only
two property owners who own 60 or
more units — Tatzin figured if the city
is to pursue a temporary rent increase
moratorium, it should be specific to
larger properties.

Mayor Brandt Anderson agreed
that there are a number of responsible
landlords doing a good job and that
the city should focus on the new
owner who needs “to be held to the
fire.” Unfortunately without an actual
moratorium, the city has little lever-
age over a private property owner.

Photo Cathy Tyson

Ultimately the council decided to
have the city manager pursue conver-
sations with Sack Properties, as well
as work on preparing an emergency
moratorium for consideration at the
next meeting that would apply exclu-
sively to multi-family projects with
25 units or more.

Over the years, the apartment
complex at issue has been called a va-
riety of names: Alta Vista, El Cerro,
and La Playa apartments. The new
owner, Sack Properties is based in
San Francisco and took possession in
February.

Can the city of Lafayette control
how much of an increase an inde-
pendent business entity can charge for
rent? According to a parade of frus-
trated tenants, what the new owners
have done is extreme and egregious.
Many complain that they can no
longer afford to live in the city they
love where they are raising their chil-
dren.

California state law limits rent
control to older, multi-unit apartment
buildings. According to the city attor-
ney Mala Subramanian of Best, Best
and Krieger, LLP it’s possible for the
city to adopt a moratorium limiting
rent increases, although it must com-
ply with state law regarding local rent
control ordinances. In order to fully
consider whether to adopt rent stabi-
lization, the Lafayette City Council
first should adopt a moratorium,
which requires a four out of five vote.
At this point, Subramanian was
tasked with preparing the paperwork
for a moratorium, but it’s not clear if
city council members will vote for it.

301 N San Carlos Drive, Walnut Creek
Front parking lot near the field

%%
¢ Recycle
s+ Sart

Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority

REPUBLIC

WWW.RECYCLESMART.ORG SERVICES

\
There’s nothing better than a home loan with a low
ADJUSTABLE rate—except, of course, our SAFE ARM Home Loan offer.
RATE MORTGAGE . , . )
N Right now, we're offering an Adjustable Rate Mortgage
2 75 A) at alow 2.92% APR. And to top it off, we'll even credit
i you up to $3,000 towards your closing costs. With
0% financing up to 80% and loan amounts up to $2 million,
2092A(|;R* you'll get the financing you need at an amazing low rate,
with a nice $3,000 credit to sweeten the deal. To find
UPTO out more, visit us online at o
$3 000 safecu.org/homeloans. .F SAFE
7
IN CLOSING COSTS (800) SEE-SAFE CREDIT UNION
safecu.org/homeloans Change the way you bank.
*APR accurate as of 04/01/2015 subject to change, and may increase after consummation.
Credits for closing costs cannot be applied to discount points or loan-level price adjustments.
Subject to credit approval and membership eligibility. Other restrictions may apply. Complete
application must be submitted by 6/30/2015. Owner-occupied properties only. Not available
k EQUALHOUSING  NIVILS# 466072 for FHA or VA loans, or refinance of existing SAFE loan. See SAFE for details. j
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Merrill Gardens at LaFayette

M MERRILL GARDENS

LAFAYETTE

We invite you to meet our team, see our beautiful building and learn
about the retirement lifestyle at Merrill Gardens at Lafayette.

Retirement Living e Assisted Living ® Memory Care

(925) 272-0074
1010 Second Street
Lafayette, CA 94549
merrillgardens.com

Lic #079200358

Business

My Genealogy Services: Know Where You Come From

By Sophie Braccini

From left: Karla Henderlong and Madeline Yanov

arla Henderlong and Madeline
Yanov met at the Contra Costa
County Genealogy Society and be-
came friends. When they brain-
stormed ideas for a new career that
would combine flexibility and pas-
sion, genealogy quickly emerged.
Together they founded My Geneal-
ogy Services, where they use their tal-
ents and endless patience for research
to uncover the layers of data that re-
veal unique family histories, from the
humble to the amazing.
Henderlong's curiosity about the
Scottish roots of her paternal grand-
mother who was born in Washington
state in 1898 led her to the field of ge-
nealogy. “I became addicted,” she

Photo Sophie Braccini

says with a smile. She was able to
trace that branch of her ancestry to the
Highlands of Scotland in 1770 when
her ancestor, Rachel, set sail to the
new world at age 17. Along the way,
Henderlong, a former attorney, dis-
covered that the research needed to be
pulled from various sources like cen-
sus records, tax records, or the Cali-
fornia death index. Patience was
paramount to sift through hundreds of
records and locate a match.

Yanov, who was a paralegal, stud-
ied history in college and had always
been curious about her ancestors. She
recorded everything her parents and
relatives remembered. “I knew the
stories (of my grandparents),” she

says, “and in the process of studying
their life records, I discovered a whole
new branch of my family I did not
know.” She found out about her
great-grandfather's relatives through
an Illinois newspaper's obituary that
listed his siblings and those siblings’
spouses. “It's like detective work,”
says Yanov. “And you have to be able
to think outside of the box.” She has
since reconnected with this Illinois
branch of the family that holds peri-
odic reunions.

Henderlong and Yanov joined
forces because they feel they have a
similar work ethic and philosophy.
“We both wanted to offer services that
would be affordable,” says Yanov,
who knows how prohibitively expen-
sive some genealogy services can be.
“We can teach research techniques,
we can consult and offer suggestions.”

“We can also do all the research
for people who are too busy to do it,”
adds Henderlong.

They note that while the Internet,
in general, gives access to a lot of in-
formation, it’s only the tip of the ice-
berg — only about 10 percent of
available material is online.

“We have a client who did re-
search online and had found that one
of her ancestors was connected to the
Mayflower immigrants, and she
wanted us to do some checking,” says
Yanov. The two Lafayette ladies dis-
covered that the ancestor of this client
was married twice: his first wife had

ancestors on the Mayflower, while the
second, who was the direct ancestor
of'the client, had none. “We searched
documents in different libraries, com-
pared it with the Daughters of the
American Revolution records, and
found the discrepancy,” explains
Yanov. “Then we looked at the birth
and death certificates of the children
of the two wives to confirm the true

lineage.” Everything has to be veri-
fied, Yanov adds. “Otherwise it's
mythology.”

Some of the stories they uncover
can be quite fascinating, like one
woman who knew that she had
Cherokee blood. “We found that she
is a direct descendent of the most fa-
mous Cherokee woman of all time,
Nanyehi, known in English as Nancy
Ward, who helped the patriots during
the Revolutionary War, and has a
chapter of the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution named after her,” ex-
plains Henderlong. The client has
since applied for a tribal citizenship in
the Cherokee nation and has gained
admittance into the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

Another client’s grandfather was
a prisoner of war in Germany during
World War II. “The man never
wanted to talk about it, but (after he
passed) we were able to find testi-
monies and journals of people who
were in the camp with him,” says
Yanov. Other research uncovered an-
other client’s “family skeleton” in-

volving a great-grandfather who
killed his wife before committing sui-
cide. “Everybody has (skeletons) and
everybody has stories,” says Yanov.
“We go beyond names and dates; we
look for these stories.”

Sometimes the two virtually
travel all over the world to find the
roots, in some instances partnering
with genealogists in other places.
“My mother’s ancestry is part Norwe-
gian and in this country they have the
farms’ histories that date back to the
1600s,” says Henderlong. As aresult,
she was able to connect with her Nor-
wegian side of the family and estab-
lish new friendships with distant
cousins she has visited and who have
visited her.

The two women said that people
often start this work as a legacy for
their children, or as a gift to their
mother or father. Henderlong and
Yanov also do research for adopted
individuals looking for their birth par-
ents.

For more information, contact
them at http://www.mygenealogy-
services.com. For information
about the Contra Costa County Ge-
nealogy Society, visit
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cac-
cegs/.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business
activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.
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I Do DryStyle Lounge - New Hairstyle and Makeup
Salon

3587 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

(925) 299-0087 — idodrystyle.com

|!

A Lamorinda Weekly mystery-shopper went to the salon on
May 16 for a senior ball hair styling. The young woman, who
asked to remain anonymous, said: “The person who did my
hair was very professional and had good insight; | felt very
pampered.” Photo Sophie Braccini

[

Renée Pawele and Taylor Cercone opened the new I Do
DryStyle salon in Lafayette a few weeks ago. Located in
the Mercantile building next to Lavande on Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, the salon offers blow-dry, makeup and mas-
sage services for all occasions, for one person or for a
group in its private lounge.

Barbacoa and Table 24 Change Chefs

2 Orinda Theatre Square, Orinda

Barbacoa (925) 254-1183 — barbacoaorinda.com
Table 24 (925) 254-0124 — www.table24orinda.com
Mexican restaurant Barbacoa in Orinda’s Theatre Square
recently hired a new Peruvian executive chef, Remberto
Garcia. The new chef is a veteran cook in this country
with more than 20 years of experience at San Francisco’s
Fleur de Lys. “I do not want to change the dishes that are
offered here 100 percent,” he says. “I want to make what

we offer more flavorful.” The chef uses spices and herbs
to concentrate the flavors, without giving the dishes too
much heat, and utilizes various techniques to create dif-
ferent textures and flavors in the food. Little by little he
will introduce novelties for patrons to discover, without
sacrificing the favorites. He will be also adding new
desserts. Among the new dishes are the tuna taco with
seared Ahi tuna and caramelized pearl onions, a quinoa
green citrus salad with roasted pistachios, carne asada
rolled tacos with house-made jalapeno sauce and roasted
beet salad, and he is planning to add a ceviche a la Ver-
acruzana. Table 24 also welcomed a new executive chef,
Jonathan William, a Bostonian who brought with him a
New England clam chowder and Maine lobster rolls that
he added to the menu. William is continuing Table 24's
tradition of offering seasonal, fresh and flavorful dishes
for the whole family.

Moraga Loses One Restaurant, Gains Another

Graze to Replace Shish Kabab Show in the Rheem
Center

376 Park Street, Moraga

The Mediterranean bar and grill, Shish Kabob Show,
closed and will be replaced by Graze — a “fresh salads,
house-made focaccia, soups and braised entrees” restau-
rant. According to the father of the owner, the restaurant
should open the beginning of June.

Jim Colhoun Receives Honors
BHG Mason-McDuffie be-
stowed Jim Colhoun with two
awards during its annual
awards event in San Francisco
April 17. Colhoun received
the Legacy Award, which
goes to an outstanding agent |
that has been with the com-
pany for a number of years
and has qualities that are re-
flective of the best that the or-

Jim Colhoun Photo provided

If you have a business brief to share, please contact
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

ganization has to offer. Colhoun’s 2014 sales production
also earned him a place among BHG’s Top Ten, a ranking
encompassing 30 offices and 900-plus agents throughout
Northern California. He is a Certified Fine Homes Spe-
cialist and a Relocation Specialist who has achieved more
than $500 million in sales during his career. For more in-
formation on buying and selling real estate contact Col-
houn at (925) 200-2795.

News from the Three Chambers of Commerce:
Lafayette

Ribbon Cutting at the new location of Behymer & Steel
Chiropractic at 5 p.m. Thursday, May 21, 1043 Stuart
Street, Suite 100.

Ribbon Cutting for Red Carpet Flooring at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day May 28, 3561 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

May Mixer from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Wednesday May 27 at
Lafayette Physical Therapy, 3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd. suite
B110.

Save the date for the first Rock the Plaza concert with The
925 Band from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, June 5 at the in-
tersection of Moraga Road and Mt. Diablo Boulevard. No
cost — just bring a picnic meal and enjoy.

Moraga

Save the date for the next chamber mixer at 5:30 p.m. Fri-
day, June 26 starting in the lobby of the Moraga Executive
Plaza at 346 Rheem Blvd., Moraga. Non-chamber mem-
bers invited, too.

Orinda

Ribbon Cutting for Parker Thatch at 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
May 21, 19-D Orinda Way.
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Champagne Design

... continued from page AS
She chose to use “Champagne,” her
maiden name, for her business.

“My business grew quickly from
my first client,” she remembered.
Mary McElhiney was the marketing
director of ERS Inc. at the time, and
she brought McAuliffe on board to
create all their marketing materials,
trade show signage, and other sup-
port graphics. From that first contract
and through referrals, she obtained
big corporate clients in the commu-
nications industry, and during the
tech boom, she expanded rapidly.
Then in 2007, the family moved from
Alameda to Moraga "for the
schools," she said. At first McAuliffe
was quite distressed because most of
her corporate clients where on the
other side of the tunnel "and here we
were, in the middle of nowhere," she
said with a smile.

For McAuliffe, the breakthrough
happened as soon as she joined the
Moraga Chamber of Commerce and
began offering her graphic design
services pro-bono for the local organ-
ization. “Edy Schwartz was the pres-
ident at the time, and she became a
big advocate of mine,” she said.
McAuliffe also expanded her market-
ing graphic design business to the on-
line world and to web design,
something she considered a natural
extension. At first she conceived the
visual and functional aspects of the
sites, while she worked with contrac-
tors for the technical aspects of de-
velopment. She now does some of
the development herself.

The majority of Champagne De-
sign clients are small and medium-
sized local businesses. “For
example, I did all of Stat Med’s
graphic, print and web design,” she
said, referring to the emergency med-
ical service that opened two years
ago in Lafayette. McAuliffe said she
likes working with new businesses
and concepts, because she can create
a very homogeneous image that can

be incorporated into all of the com-
pany's visuals, either online or in
print. “Lynn helped me design our
Stat Med logo, as well as set up and
launch our website, and designed
graphics for our signage,” said Dr.
Samaniego, founder of Stat Med.
“She has a creative insight, and a
wonderful way to guide you to a pro-
fessional product. She is easy to
work with, and full of great creative
ideas.”

McAuliffe also works with social
media for some clients, even with
app creation such as the upcoming
"Explore Orinda" app for the Orinda
Chamber of Commerce that will
allow people to instantly check
everything that’s happening and
available in the city at any given time.

“I continue to volunteer for the
Moraga Chamber of Commerce and
also for Town Hall Theatre in
Lafayette,” says McAuliffe, who
loves theater and is presently work-
ing on THT’s next season brochure.

Champagne Design is not
McAuliffe’s only business. With
business partner Sue Tenerowicz, she
created Spell-It-Out-Photos, a service
that allows people to create displays
using pictures of natural elements
that represent letters. Then even
more recently she started Walls of
Quotes, where people can order fa-
mous quotations printed on hangable
wood panels, with a wide choice of
formats and colors.

McAuliffe was honored on May
8 at the East Bay Leadership Coun-
cil’s 15th Annual Small Business
Awards Luncheon.

Champagne Design:
champagnedesignco.com,
phone: (925) 377-1997
Spell-It-Out-Photos:
spellitoutphotos.com
Walls of Quotes:
wallsofquotes.com

Moraga

Saint Mary's Commencement
Weekend May 22-24

Plan accordingly

Commencement Mass

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 22

Undergraduate Commencement

9:30 a.m. to noon Saturday, May 23

Graduate & Professional Studies Commencement
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sunday, May 24

Orinda

Crime Cam Pilot Program

... continued from page A6

Regarding the Reconyx cameras,
she said while there “is generally an
exception for investigatory files and
investigative records so that you can-
not use the state Public Records Act
to learn about strategies of the police,”
the law isn’t clear whether or not Re-
conyx camera pictures would fall
within that exception. Adding that it’s
“entirely possible” that the city could
be required to disclose the photos to
anyone asking to see them, she said
state law “probably needs some up-
dating to keep up with the technology
that we have today.”

Asked by Mayor Steve Glazer if
the city would be required to turn over
data to anyone who might, for exam-
ple, use the Public Records Act to re-
quest every image captured by a
specific camera from a specific
Orinda neighborhood, Wolff said,
“Folks are entitled to records essen-
tially in the way that we keep them.
So, if somebody has a big enough
storage device, they could potentially
ask for every picture we have, or they
could ask for pictures in a certain date
range. And if we don’t catalogue the
pictures by which camera they came
from, then we wouldn’t be able to de-
liver the data to them that way. We
would only be able to deliver the data
in the way that we keep them.”

As to the length of retention,
Wolff said that one part of the gov-
ernment code states that records
must be retained for one year while

another section indicates that the city
might be allowed to purge photos
after 90 days “if the city keeps an-
other record, such as written minutes
or audio recording, or other event.”
Asked whether or not the city could
encrypt the data, Wolff said encryp-
tion would be prohibited by law if
the images are determined to be part
of the public record.

During deliberations, Council
Members Dean Orr and Eve Phillips
advocated for a more limited crime
cam program — one that would ini-
tially use only Reconyx cameras, say-
ing a smaller pilot would give the city
the chance to test the cameras without
venturing into the arena of ALPR use,
where the city would likely have less
control over how data would be
shared by law enforcement agencies
outside of Orinda.

Vice Mayor Victoria Smith ob-
served that the police chief’s pro-
posed crime cam program ‘“has
evolved over time, and is well thought
out,” and noted that, in numerous
communications received from the
public about the matter, the full pilot
program “received significant major-
ity support.”

In the end, council members
voted to approve the one-year pilot,
4-1, with Phillips voting no, and stip-
ulated that all data obtained from the
city’s Reconyx crime cameras will be
retained for the minimum period of
time required by state law.
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Realtor/Broker
Certified Residential Specialist

925-254-7600 office
925-788-0229 cell

Search MLS at
www.AlexGailas.com

allas
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Aren’t you

curious what your

home is worth
in 2015?

31 years Orinda resident
14 years local Broker

43 Moraga Way
Orinda
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"Prizesare limited, rules and guidelines apply. Ask Manager for details,
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RENTE)SPACE =

Store It Yourself & Save

455 MoraGa RoAaD, SUITE F

(925) 631-7000

WWW. SASPACE.COM

Spin To Win At 5A!

Come in and try your
hand at our
‘Wheel Of Prizes'!*

You could win ”

* A Coffee Card

* A Grocery Card

* A Gasoline Card

* A 550 Gift Card

* One of many
promo gift items

Customers & Non-Customers are all welcome
until 5/31/15. ITS FREE! Compliments of 5A

Connect with us_..
Wed love to hear from you!

Y @Quid® 5

Ask for your Neighborthood

Coupaons when you come visit ws!

FRHCCRM 2L D

Oakmont Memory Care

The community you've imagined...the care your loved one deserves.

Page: All

Resident-centered care is the cornerstone of Oakmont of

Mariner Point’s Traditions program. Our highly experienced
care team will assess your loved one’s needs and provide
compasslonate care for all stages of memory loss associated

with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias.

 Full-time Nurse
» Enriching Activity Program
* Spacious Floor Plans

* Diabetic Wellness Program
* Indoor and Outdoor Dining
* Courtyard and Resident Gardends

Respite Care stays are also available.

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Oakmont

of Mariner Point

@ RCFE# 019200530

License Pending

2400 Mariner Square Dr

Alameda, CA 94501
510-328-3170

oakmontofmarinerpoint.com

Tours Available Today!
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MicHAELVERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

925.631 .1 055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

“A little bit of myself Lic# 681593

goes into every job.”

Michael VerBrugge, s
President, _. HEB (ﬁlﬁr a
Moraga Resident et

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available

david collins

NINIINE

LICENSE #583003

RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION PAINTING SPECIALIST
Specializing in Wood Rot Repair with Epoxy
Over 30 years in business
Long-time resident of Orinda

(25.254.6882

wwwdcollinspainting.com deollinspaintingegmail.com

A
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—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER

VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

Office: 925-254-8585

Cell: 925-998-7898

www.clarkthompson.com
ct@clarkthompson.com
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Planting the Seeds of Hope

... continued from page A1

Led by Curiel and science
teacher Laura Lowell, the students
are raising three varieties of milk-
weed to establish a Monarch Butter-
fly Way Station at the school and in
public places like Roger’s Ranch.
So far, Curiel says, the students have
provided milkweed transplants for
11 sanctuaries in the East Bay this
year. Why milkweed?

“We wanted to start making a
place where butterflies could land
and eat,” said Mason Archer. And
what else? urged Curiel. “And a
place to lay their eggs,” he replied.
She smiled and nodded her approval.

Science teacher Lowell says the
project would never have gotten off
the ground without Curiel. “Kim has
a passion, and I have the passion for
teaching these kids,” Lowell said. In-
deed, Curiel sports an enamel
monarch pin that she simply doesn’t
take off. “It was my mother’s, and it
means a lot to me.”

A visit to the school shows that
the garden means a lot to the students
as well. Enthusiasms abound. “Mon-
archs are pollinators for plants like
this!” said Tommy Hillman, holding
up a bright orange marigold. And the
color attracts them, he said.

The classes started with 6,000
seeds and students worked to get

them planted into plastic containers,
watered regularly, and when the time
was right, transplanted some into
their own garden. Others they gave
to groups wanting to create their own
“Way Stations” for monarchs on
their migration. The kids are now
anxiously awaiting the plants to
grow before monarchs begin to flut-
ter their ways down from Canada to
their roosts in Central and Southern
California and Mexico. They stop to
feed along the way — and to lay their
eggs, which they do only on select
varieties of milkweed plants because
that is the only thing their children
will eat. Sort of like a toddler holding
out for macaroni and cheese, but a lot
worse. A hungry child will eventu-
ally eat a piece of broccoli. A
monarch larva will die.

“Milkweed is poison to people,”
said Logan Ketcham. Curiel is an in-
tense, driven gardener who sees the
relationships between people and
plants and animals and soil and in-
sects and nature all around her. Her
passion comes through. When asked
what is causing the precipitous de-
mise of the monarch butterfly, her
eyes narrow.

She has one word for it:
“Roundup,” she said. The drought
isn’t helping, either.

In short, amid the ongoing de-
bate about genetically modified
foods (GMOs), Monsanto has de-
veloped seeds now used in the vast
majority of the country’s fields.
Corn, soybeans, the list goes on.
But the seeds are developed to
withstand the application of
Roundup. The company claims -
and many don’t dispute it — that the
crops themselves are not harmful to
people. But, Curiel poses, what
about the insects? Where did a
tremendous number of milkweed
plants grow in the past? Milkweed
used to grow in the furrows of those
fields, along their edges.

No more. So conservationists
like the Burton Valley 10- and 11-
year-old students are trying to make
up a little bit of the difference. Be-
cause the butterflies need milkweed
all along their migratory route to lay
eggs, activists are calling for utility
companies to spare the plants near
their power lines, along the road-
ways connecting the country. Plants
can be mowed. Just not during the
migration.

Now the students have done their
part. They have planted a Way Sta-
tion, they are carefully watering it,
watching the plants grow, and keep-
ing their eyes on the sky.

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CELEBRATING 5 YEARS OF SUCCESS & SATISFIED CLIENTS.
H OB TS AN N . .

799 KIRKCREST ROAD, DANVILLE

.
JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER ANGIE CLAY

925.818.5500 925.207.9366

THE CHURCHILL TEAM JANE SMITH

RANDY 925.787.4622

SERETA: 925.998.4441 925.998.1914
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925.464.6500
TERESA ZOCCHI
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JON WOOD PROPERTIES

1251 OAK KNOLL DRIVE, CONCORD (MONTECITO)

60 SANDY LANE, WALNUT CREEK
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JON WOOD PROPERTIES
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$689,000
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$2,200,000
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593 MICHAEL LANE, LAFAYETTE

PATRICIA AMES

904 ANDREWS DRIVE MARTINEZ
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2110 CACTUS COURT, ROSSMOOR

MATT MCLEOD
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Moraga’s

By Cathy Dausman

at Rose’s charges — babies

Janie and Libby, plus Ava,
Theodore and Eddie — give her
that warm, fuzzy feeling every
time. “They are sweeties, but I do
have a lot of mouths to feed,”
Rose admits. Fortunately, they’re
all on the same carb-heavy diet,
consuming three to five pounds
per day of ... hay.

If you haven’t guessed by
now, her “sweeties” are Sicilian
donkeys, “one of the smaller
breeds,” she said. Sicilian don-
keys came to the U.S. in the early
20th century, weigh between 250
and 400 pounds, and stand 26 to
36 inches high at the shoulder,
according to the PawNation web-
site (www.pawnation.com). Al-
though most have mouse-gray
coloring, they can also be dark
brown, white, spotted or chest-
nut.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Donkeys are smaller than
mules, which are the offspring of
a male donkey and a female
horse. Mules are sterile; donkeys
can reproduce. Janie and Libby
(short for “Liberty”— born on
the Fourth of July) are living
proof, as they are Ava and
Theodore’s offspring and were
born on Rose’s Moraga acreage.

“I’ve always wanted a don-
key,” Rose said, but rather than
fostering the larger, wilder don-
keys the Bureau of Land Man-
agement offers, Rose purchased
her donkeys from private owners.
Eddie was her first; he is “the old
man” of the group. “He’s proba-
bly in his late 20s,” she said.

She’s had him 12 years.

Ava was pregnant when she
bought her, something the former
owner didn’t disclose. Each don-
key needed looking after. “They

925-377-0977

‘Bray-dee’ Bunch

were thin and hadn't had their
feet trimmed in years,” Rose
said. Ava’s hooves “turned up
like elf shoes, poor girl.”

She is fine now though, Rose
noted. The donkeys ask very lit-
tle from life, just clean water, and
some space. “They aren't very
aerobic,” Rose said, so there isn’t
the need for a large corral. They
do like company, as they are pack
animals. They receive vaccina-
tions every year or two, she said,
and now have their hooves
trimmed three times a year, “just
to tidy up their toes.” Although
“they do a pretty good job of

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: B1

MORINDA

wearing them down, just trotting
around,” Rose added.

Rose is diligent about fly and
mosquito control because the herd
lives near her house. “The gar-
dener picks up all the manure
twice a week and takes it out to
the compost pile in the back cor-
ner of my property,” Rose said.
“And I hang fly traps on the fence
posts during the warm months.”

As for the donkeys them-
selves, “if you want one or two, [
would be happy to give you some
of mine,” she teased.

Somehow, her donkeys know
that isn’t likely to happen.

Olﬂg on NoOw

CONCORD
SUN VALLEY
RUG RENOVATION
CLEARANCE

/57 0ff.

The Fine Rug Gallery is having a makeover and we need to make room
for new merchandise. Find incredible prices on one-of-a-kind hand-
knotted Oriental rugs, hand-crafted wool rugs and machine-woven

Best of all, you can take your rug home today!

At this Fine Rug Gallery:
Men’s/Home Store 410 Sun Valley Mall, Concord

reproductions in a variety of styles and colors. Shop sizes from 2'x3' A |-|l.-¢"
to 9'x12' room sizes. Bring your fabric swatches, room sizes and i i
ideas—our rug specialists are ready to find your perfect rug. | {pd

* I

ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. RENOVATION ENDS 7/5/15. *Intermediate price reductions may have been
taken. Clearance items will not go up in price. All sales final. Floor stock only. Delivery not available. Styles shown are representative of the group. Prices and merchandise may differ on macys.com
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* Is owned and managed by nurses--experts in senior care--who have
been caregivers, too

» Offers 24/7 accessibility; we can coordinate the fastest placement
possible

» Provides flexible care options: hourly care, round-the-clock care,
short-term or long-term assignments at highly compettive rates

' Our Caregivers

-+ Undergo stringent hiring process; they must pass health screening and
drug tests, competency tests, skills checklists,and background check
before they are hired

* Undergo in-depth training and ongoing education, such as CPR and
Mental Health First Aid

* Are employees who are covered by workers’ comp; they receive
competitive pay, health insurance, paid sick leaves,and due recognition

Care
Indeed’

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

0]

(925) 317-3080
www.careindeed.com

Orinda Motors Inc.

Has Your Automotive e
Needs Covered! Aoprorsa

Full Service Maintenance & Repairs A

“The expertise of a dealership with
the feel of a small town garage”

(925) 254-2012

LA

Orinda Motors

Express  DRIVE-THRU WHILE YOU WAIT
o1 chnge  OIL CHANGES TIRES & ALIGNMENTS

: (925) 254-8989

Tire Conder

Personalized Service and
Best Prices in Lamorinda!

(925) 254-2014

AAA members save 10% on their rental car
and discounted rates for our service customers

Oninda

e

AUTO REMNTAL

b i I i - e
."_-- -

&

Best Gas Prices In Town and
We Pump It For You!

22 Bryant Way Orinda

Schedule Your Next Carwash or
Detailing Service with us!

(925) 254-2011

i Irt':rui a.

_J
www.orindamotors.com 63 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
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In the Eye of the Storm

Lamorinda volunteers experience the destructive force of

he mission team from

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyte-
rian Church (LOPC), myself in-
cluded, never imagined we would
experience tornadoes when we
planned a trip to Moore, Okla.,
for the week of May 3. Our
group of 34 volunteers, ranging in
age from 28 to 89, was going to
help in the rebuilding of the town.
In 2013, a tornado hit Moore with
deadly force, claiming 24 lives,
nine of them children, and de-
stroying 1,150 homes. The esti-
mated $2 billion of damage is in
a zone stretching more than 17
miles long and 1.3 miles wide, so
there is still much to be done.

The work scheduled by non-
profit Serve Moore, which helps
those in need, had us repairing
damage from a smaller tornado
that happened in March of this
year. The first three days were
spent fixing fences and roofs.
One of the tornado victims, Con-
nie, told the group it was a dream
come true to have a fenced-in
yard again. “I thank you from the
bottom of my heart,” she said.

But work was cut short
Wednesday afternoon, May 6, be-
cause of an impending storm.
Our team assembled in the lobby
of the Days Inn Motel ready to
move into the central pantry room
if necessary. For us Californians,
the eerie wailing of sirens off and
on for the next six hours was un-
nerving as our eyes were glued to
the TV screen. Images showed
street-by-street progress of the
storm, the damage being caused,
and major flooding, with water up
to the door handles of cars.

Moore received seven inches
of rain and also golf ball-size hail.
It appears there was only one
death: a woman drowned in her
cellar storm shelter. Fifteen mobile
homes were destroyed, and 10
more were deemed uninhabitable
by the tornado that passed over our
motel and touched down at the
Forest Park Estates Mobile Home
Park a couple of miles away.

We also learned how capri-
cious tornadoes can be, as they
touch down and perhaps destroy
homes on one side of the street
and not the other. Ours was a
three-story motel, and we experi-
enced the eye of the tornado
going over us, but not touching
ground. Two miles away a motel
building just like ours had the
roof and part of the third story
blown off, all the windows
smashed, and extensive damage.

The next day, hoping we
could help those who experienced
damage, we learned that Serve
Moore couldn’t send volunteers
until a request was made. So
some labored at a home where
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A toilet seemingly hangs from the ceiling in this trailer that was completely picked up by powerful winds, flipped
upside down and smashed into another trailer nearby.

Photo Tom Welte

many repairs were needed, and
others stocked shelves and helped
clients in a food pantry the food
bank operated.

The request finally came, so
we spent all day Friday at the mo-
bile home park (or manufactured
home park, as they call them).
Seeing some of the homes turned
on their sides or upside down re-
vealed the strength of the wind.
Huge trees had been uprooted,
damaging homes, cars and trucks.
It was a heartbreaking scene. But
the gratitude of the residents was
heartwarming:  “Thank you,
thank you.” “God bless you.”
“We so appreciate your coming.”

All this rang in our ears as we
hauled tree limbs, siding, water-
soaked insulation, as well as
metal and wooden framework to
the curbs where we deposited it,
and homeowners in pickup trucks
hauled the debris away. Dorinda,
head of their security team, had
tears in her eyes as she hugged
each one of us upon our arrival.
She expressed her appreciation
for all we accomplished in a note
sent to our construction leader,
Rich Lewis of Orinda. We were
impressed by the way the people
of the park were out helping one
another.

LOPC team members, Mary
and Tom Welte, also Orindans,
were surprised to see Bill and
Kelly, owners of the home where
their team had worked on the
roof. It turned out Bill's parents
lived in one of the completely de-
stroyed homes, and they were
there to help out. The Welte's
learned that the parents had a
storm shelter, but a car had been
deposited on the entrance so they
could not get out. With the help
of friends, the car was shoved off,
and Bill's parents were rescued.

Rev. Lauren Gully, staff
leader for our mission team, said
of the trip, “It is always incredible
to speak to people who have lived
through a natural disaster. Their
stories of what the storm was like,
how they felt, and the obstacles
they face in the wake of the storm
speaks to our humanity and our
need for one another. I have been
changed by having these conver-
sations, not only in Moore, but on
other mission trips as well. These
sorts of interactions are honest
and authentic. They remind me of
how we need to care for one an-
other when things are tough, and
how inspiring it can be to see
strangers helping one another.”

Much, much more was left to
be done in Moore but the LOPC
team was glad to accomplish
what we did and that we showed
the residents others cared about
them and their plight.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Lamorinda Weekly Writer Wins First Place for Education Coverage

By Jennifer Wake

itesas N

T s
JRLIAT,

UMA UNMI |

Uma Unni’s first place win announced on the big screen during the May 9 award ceremony.

amorinda Weekly features writer

Uma Unni was awarded First Place
for Education Coverage in the California
Newspaper Publishers Association Better
Newspapers Contest at a May 9 awards
Iuncheon in Coronado, Calif., for her arti-
cle, “WISE Program Opens Doors for Mi-
ramonte Students.” The article focused on
Miramonte High School alumni and stu-
dents enrolled in the Wise Individualized
Senior Experience, which allows seniors
to create intense, flexible learning modules
to pursue unique areas of interest.

“We were in awe that Uma won this
award with an article she wrote last year at
the ripe age of 15,” said Lamorinda
Weekly associate publisher Wendy
Scheck. “This was not a student contest.
All of the submissions were published ar-
ticles from California Newspapers that are
members of CNPA.”

Unni was competing with other writers
from weekly newspapers with circulations
between 11,000-25,000. The contest is de-
signed to recognize outstanding journalis-

Photo Andy Scheck

tic achievements of California newspaper
staff. Nearly 3,500 contest entries are re-
ceived each year, according to the CNPA.
Daily and weekly publications competed
in separate divisions based on circulation.
When evaluating the entries, judges con-
sidered comprehensiveness of coverage,
quality of writing, local appeal, selection
of material, and balanced reporting.

“Right after we published Uma’s story
last November a neighbor told me how
much he liked the story and how well done
it was,” said Lamorinda Weekly publisher
Andy Scheck. “Our team shared his opin-
ion at our editorial meeting the same
week.”

Unni was not only recently recognized
for her writing ability, but also for her en-
trepreneurial prowess when she was
awarded first prize for entrepreneurship by
the Lafayette Partners in Education (LPIE)
for a series of free writing workshops for
Lafayette middle schoolers she organized
last year. After identifying a need for writ-
ing tutors among students, she did some

research and found out that Saint Mary’s
College Masters in Fine Arts students were
looking for teaching experience, so she
connected the two.

“I put both groups, each with their own
needs, together — students seeking teachers
and teachers seeking students,” said Unni.
She didn’t charge for this service, calling
herself a “social entrepreneur who works
for the satisfaction of accomplishing a so-
cial good.” Unni also arranged for the
workshops to be held on the Saint Mary's
College campus so that the middle school
kids could be inspired by the ambience of
a university setting.

“The workshops were taught by a very
accomplished panel of tutors, all of whom
were writers, and many of whom were also
editors,” said Unni. “They clearly did
something right, too — the girl who won
first prize for writing in the 2nd Annual
Writing and Photography Contest attended
two of our workshops, as it happens!”

Unni also received an honorable men-
tion in journalism for the “WISE” article
in the LPIE contest.

To read the full article, go to
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/
issue0818/WISE-Program-Opens-Doors-
for-Miramonte-Students.html.

Unni at the CNPA conference

Acalanes High School Newspaper Receives Top

Awards
Submitted by Iris Wang

Acalanes High School’s Blueprint Newspaper recently was honored with numerous
awards from three different highly respected institutions for excellence in
journalism. “This may be our biggest haul [of awards] the last twenty years,”
Marshall Grodin, Blueprint’s volunteer advisor, said. “This is clearly a big day for
Blueprint and for Acalanes.” Quill and Scroll, an organization that honors
individuals with national-level awards in a variety of different categories, awarded
eight Acalanes Blueprint journalists with awards recognizing their top standing in
the country. The American Scholastic Press Association in its 2014-2015 Annual
Newspaper Review and Contest ranked Acalanes High School’s Blueprint in its
“First Place” category, recognizing Blueprint as among the top high school
newspapers in the country. And the Dean Lesher Scholastic Journalism Awards,
which celebrate student journalistic talent in Contra Costa County, awarded
Blueprint its top award of First Place in “Overall Excellence,” recognizing
Blueprint as the best high school journalistic entity in the County. Lesher also
awarded Blueprint 11 individual awards, including the most prestigious individual
award, “First Place Contra Costa Journalist of the Year,” to Blueprint Print Editor-
in-Chief Megan Yee. The Journalist of the Year award was accompanied by a $1000

scholarship.

Thank you for Supporting LPIE at the Power Party

A BIG THANK YOU to our Event
Sponsors including our Platinum

Business and Real Estate Partners:

Julie Barlier (Empire Realty)

Patty & Ashley Battersby (Village Associates)

Diablo Foods
Douglah Designs
Dudum Real Estate Group

Dana Green Team (Pacific Union International)

Floret

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
Sue Layng (Village Associates)
Mechanics Bank

Minuteman Press

Oakwood

Patxi's Pizza

Roam Artisan Burgers
Smitten Ice Cream

Stevenson Construction
Whole Foods

A special thank you to the
Platinum Level Live Auction
Donors. Their generous in-kind
donations valued at over $2,000
helped make our Live Auction
an outstanding success:

Village Associates:

Ann Sharf, Ann Ward, Erin Martin,

Sue Layng, Art Lehman, Ashley Battersby,
Patricia Battersby, Sue Olsen, Ben Olsen,
Marianne Greene, Margret Zucker,

Karen Murphy, Angie Traxinger, Ignacio Vega,

Linda Ehrich, Lynda Snell, and Jeff Snell

Kurt Piper and The Kurt Piper Group:
Christine Gallegos, Leslie Piper, Amy Price
and Scott Sans

TPC Stonebrae Golf Course

Tart Collections

Thank you to the businesses
that made in-kind donations of
goods and services that made
the event truly memorable:

Carrie Dove Catering & Events
Clif Bar & Company

Lagunitas Brewing

Laughing Glass Cocktails

Lily Dong Photography

Village Associates

Thank you to the following
local businesses for donations
that resulted in our record
fundraising effort. The
incredible generosity of the
local community and
businesses resulted in exciting
and interesting raffle, live and
silent auction packages:

1515 Restaurant

18/8 Fine Men's Salon

ABC7 and Spencer Christian

Absolute Center

Age Management & Acne Skin Care Clinic

Ahmet's Barber & Hairstyling

Arbonne/Tracy Hughes-Matson

Autopia Car Wash

Back to the Table

Bar Method

Barnes & Noble

BeautyCounter (Carolyn Brazil;
Riham Jweainat)

Bella Bronze

Brandon Neff Design

The Bridges Golf Course

Brydon & Ives Team (Alain Pinel)

Burton Valley Elementary PTA

Buttercup Grill & Bar

Cafe Dog

Cake

ClickScanShare

Cooking with Kids

The Cooperage

Core Power Yoga

Cream

Creative Alteration

Creative Images by Jessica

di Pietro Todd

David's Nails

Detert Family Vineyards

Disneyland

Dr. Tomi Wall

Duchess Boutique

Earth & Sea Yoga

Ecolunchbox

Encore Gym

Entourage Spa

Evaluer Med Spa/Stacey Wheeler

Forma Gym

Gemlust

Gillian Shenon Interior Design

Glamorous Boutique

Golden State Warriors

Happy Valley Parents Club

Heller Jewelers

Indigo & Poppy

J Hilburn

Joseph Phelps Vineyard

Kate Fim Photography

Kristine Ashe Vineyards

LaField’s Catering

La Tapatia

Lafayette Academy

Lafayette Car Wash

Lafayette Community Garden &
Outdoor Learning Center

Lafayette Juniors

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa

Lafayette Elementary PTA

Lafayette Swim Conference

Lamorinda Music

Los Panchos

LelaEas ¥ E T T E

Mettle & Moxie Designs
Morton's Steakhouse
naked wines

Nandiz Designs

Neiman Marcus

Oakland A's

Orchard Nursery
Osterman Orthodontics
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
Dr. Barbara Persons
Phipps Family Cellars
Pixar

Prive & Co Jewelry
Renaissance Club Sport
Rocco's Pizza

Roughing It Day Camp
Round Hill Country Club
San Francisco Giants
Sassy V Jewelry

Scott’s Seafood
Semifreddi's

Sephora

Sew Now

Small Dog Workshop
Specialtees

Sports Basement
Springhill Elementary PFC
TANGERINE design

The Storyteller

Town Hall Theatre

Trader Joe’s

TRUFFLE

Va de Vi

Venture

Vintners Collective
Walnut Creek Car Wash
Walnut Creek Kids Dentistry
Wildcats on Stage

Wine Barrel Products/Sean Murray
Wine Thieves

Work Trauma Services Inc.
Worth NY

Z Space Theatre

PARTNERS IN
EDUCATION

fnvesting in every child

California Shakespeare Theater
Camino Brands

Caravaggio

Caroline's Salon

Claremont Hotel

Thank you to the parents and
community members who donated
to and supported this event.

LAFAYETTE PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 3450 Golden Gate Way, Suite A, Lafayette CA 94549, (925) 299-1644, office@Ipie.org, www.Ipie.org
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Go Green and Save Money
with CaliforniaFIRST

We all pay the price for comfort during the summer
and winter however there is a way to curb what you are
paying. Californians are going green in an effort to reduce
energy consumption and PG&E costs. One of the many
changes you can make is to replace your heating and air
conditioning system with high efficiency equipment.

Many cities in the Contra Costa County have adopted
The CaliforniaFIRST financing program.

The CaliforniaFIRST Program (CaliforniaFIRST.org) is
a Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing
program for residential properties. Through an innovative
partnership with your county government, CaliforniaFIRST
allows property owners to finance the installation of
energy and water improvements on homes through the
issuance of a municipal bond and pay the amount back
as a line item on their property tax bill. Interest on the
financing may be tax deductible as it is part of your
property taxes. CaliforniaFIRST financing does not rely on
your credit rating or debt-to-income ratio.

This program requires only minutes, in the comfort of
your home, for approval. All documents to sign and
approve are emailed directly to you. There is no
paperwork to mail in and no real waiting time for
authorization.

Another great aspect of CaliforniaFIRST is that if you
decide to sell your home, the balance is transferable to
the new owner. This allows you to increase your home’s
value without adding extra debt to yourself. Any
secondary homes or rental properties may also be eligible
for this program.

For more information on this innovative program,
call Clean Air HVAC at 925-689-7017.

Mark Drevno

ow does someone go from

being a successful IT entrepre-
neur to training inmates about job-
searching skills? It’s a personal
journey Lafayette resident Mark
Drevno started 15 years ago when he
gave a second chance to a young
homeless man who had been incar-
cerated and was looking for a job.
Today Drevno and his foundation,
Jails to Jobs, aims at raising the nec-
essary funds to place his eponymous
book in the libraries of every prison
in America.

“He had been up front about his
addiction when I first talked to him on
the phone, and I appreciated that,” re-
members Drevno of the former con-
vict he hired in 2000. “T hired him
because there was no reason not to
hire him.” When the newly-em-
ployed man turned out to be an excel-
lent salesperson, Drevno thought he
should find others like him. “Good
salespeople are hard to come by,” he
said. “I wondered how many other
‘diamonds in the rough’ there might
be out there.” He began to go to re-
habilitation centers and homeless cen-
ters and started to develop a job
search workshop. He then reached
out to the prison system. “I was al-
ways a do-it-yourself type of person,”
said Drevno. “Giving a second
chance was new to me.”

And something else started to

925-377-0977
Jails to Jobs

Lafayette resident helps former inmates find jobs
By Sophie Braccini

Photo Sophie Braccini

change in Drevno’s life. “When I
turned 49, [ started questioning the
meaning and purpose of always want-
ing to have more. This was bottom-
less and was not giving me
fulfillment,” he remembers. “Then I
began to meditate with the Infinite
Smile Sangha (a group practicing
Buddhist spirituality) formed by for-
mer Acalanes teacher Michael McAl-
ister. It opened my eyes to spirituality
and other possibilities I had been
yearning for.”

This new dimension soon took a
prominent place in Drevno's life,
transforming who he was. He studied
intensely for four years in a Buddhist
chaplaincy program and will soon be-
come a board certified Buddhist inter-
faith chaplain. Of course, in the
meantime his search for the 'diamond
in the rough' mutated. “Going to
teach in the jails is like a calling to
me,” he says. “The self-interest faded
away. [ go there as an offering of
hope, with compassionate presence
and caring.”

“Our organization, Jails to Jobs,
has three programs,” explains
Drevno. “The training I do in prisons,
the book that we want to put in every
jail, and a tattoo removal referral serv-
ice in 34 states.” Drevno noticed that
some inmates had tattoos that were
highly visible and would either be the
sign of a gang affiliation or be per-
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ceived as anti-social — a real job-stop-
per that can be safely removed.

The book “Jails to Jobs, Seven
Steps to Becoming Employed” is
based on the extensive research
Drevno did and his years of teaching
the material. It covers some of the el-
ements you would find in any book,
for teens looking for jobs for example,
but other elements are very specific to
former offenders. For example, some
parolees do not have the right to use
the Internet, a hurdle Drevno is aware
of that leads to offering other, more
old-fashioned options for this popula-
tion. The book presents several tips
that ex-offenders will find useful,
such as where to find the places where
they worked years ago, and may have
forgotten. Or top recommendations
from companies that hired people
with criminal records, the first one
being, “Be upfront and honest about
the conviction.” He also lists the
skills people develop in prison that
can be used when presenting oneself,
such as the ability to function under
pressure or getting along with all
kinds of people.

The comprehensive book oozes
the enthusiasm and positive energy
that characterizes Drevno. He devel-
oped an entire chapter about how to
fight the enemy within that includes
nurturing positive thinking, finding
motivation, or trying mindful medita-
tion, which could be used by anyone
who's been unsuccessfully looking for
ajob alittle too long. He is confident
that if they follow the seven steps,
people with criminal records will find
employment, even if they face
tremendous challenges doing so.

To this day, Drevno has presented
his workshop to 3,000 people. “When
I teach in prison I cannot give any
personal information that would
allow me to do a follow-up with the
inmates once they are released,” says
Drevno, “but when I see someone I
would find very intimidating outside
lining up to shake my hand and thank
me, that's reward enough for me.”

Since Drevno continues to man-
age his IT services company, Data
Focus, he needs more volunteers to
teach in more prisons. The founda-
tion has also launched the campaign
to put a book in each of the 5,000 pris-
ons in the United States. Each book
sells for $14.95 and donors can
choose which prison or jail to send it.
To learn more about the foundation,
o to jailstojobs.org.
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Greenscapes, Inc.
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WATER SMART LANDSCAPING

Free Estimates

* Synthetic/Artificial Grass

* Design & Consult

* New Landscape Installation

* Re-Landscape & Remodel

» Paver Walkways & Driveways
» Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated
Lic. #938445

925-819-2100

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM

Bookmark Contest Draws Hundreds of

Artists

Submitted by Mary Ransdell

From left, back row: John Halstead Chaya Tong, Kristi Conner, Ethan Del Rosario, Georgia Carpenter and Isabella
Bartos; front row: Kaitlyn Yasumura, Mattioli Sena, Emily Roberts, Sofia Bartos and Matthew Gillette; not pictured:

Lisi Burciaga.

he winners of this year’s

Friends of the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center’s Book-
mark Contest are Matthew Gillette
(kindergarten, St. Perpetua School);
Emily Roberts (first grade, Lafayette
Elementary School); Mattioli Sena,
(second grade, Springhill Elemen-
tary); Sofia Bartos (third grade, Bur-
ton Valley Elementary); Kaitlyn
Yasumura (fourth grade, Happy Val-
ley Elementary); John Halstead (fifth
grade, Happy Valley Elementary) and
Ethan Del Rosario (sixth grade, Stan-

ley Middle School); Georgia Carpen-
ter (seventh grade, Stanley Middle
School); Lisi Burciaga (eighth grade,
Stanley Middle School).

Hall of Fame winners are Kristi
Conner, a fifth-grader at Lafayette El-
ementary School, and Isabella Bartos
and Chaya Tong, both sixth-graders at
Stanley Middle School. The Hall of
Fame honors students who submit
outstanding artwork and who have
won the contest previously.

More than 500 Lafayette students
participated in the annual contest.

Photo provided

The Awards Ceremony took place at
the Lafayette Library April 29. Each
winner received gift certificates from
The Storyteller Bookstore and The
Friends Corner Book Shop. In addi-
tion, Anthony Ruiz of FastFrame in
Lafayette will frame each student’s
bookmark free of charge. Mr. Ruiz
also frames all of the winners” artwork
for display in the library. He has gen-
erously supported the Bookmark
Contest for over 25 years.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com



Wednesday, May 20, 2015

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: BS

Summer

Session
Enrolling

(L8

fllake o
ummert

the fall, or to
your child a

BBQs, Beaches, and

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in

place in our summer session.

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Better Grades

avoid the Summer Slide - give
clear advantage. Reserve a

Flat Monthly Fee.

1 WE|

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

EK FREE TUTORING

(Golden

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

GDES K-12 « PRE-ALGEBRA » ALGEBRA 1 & 2  GEOMETRY * PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS » SAT/ACT PREP
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

GALLERIA KITCHENS & BATHS
Professional Service Since 2000, Lic#832177

Complete

Kitchen & Bathroom Rgmodels

-
o e Tl - s

925-888-9215

www.galleriakitchensandbaths.com

intil il

New Lamorinda Arts Council Supports All the Arts

By Sophie Braccini

he official launch reception for

the Lamorinda Arts Council,
an all-volunteer arts education and ad-
vocacy organization born from the
long-standing Orinda Arts Council, is
planned for May 27. At the kick-off
reception, musicians, graphic artists,
dancers and literary artists will present
their crafts — a perfect way to under-
score this citizens’ movement that
promotes all forms of artistic expres-
sion and education in the three Lam-
orinda communities.

The change from the Orinda Arts
Council to the Lamorinda Arts Coun-
cil is the result of efforts by president
Lawrence Kohl, with the support of
his board as well as representatives
from the two other cities, including
Moraga council member and land-
scape painter Teresa Onoda. Founded
in 1950, the Orinda Arts Council is
best known as the organizers of the
Lamorinda Idol, and of the high
school Visual Arts Competition.

Kohl, who is the music director at
Pacific Chamber Symphony and an
Orinda resident, joined the Orinda
Arts Council board in 2014. He be-
came a co-president with Susan Gar-
rel, before taking the helm when she
stepped down. “It seemed to me that
the arts council had a lot of potential,”
said Kohl. “The first thing that I did

was to establish a strategic planning
group, to reflect on several basic is-
sues.” During the soul-searching
process the group looked into what
the other towns were doing and real-
ized the OAC was the only arts coun-
cil in Lamorinda. It seemed to the
group that expanding the reach to the
three communities would multiply
the possibilities.

“The Lamorinda Arts Council
will be able to achieve far more than
the sum of our three towns individu-
ally,” explained Kohl. “The possibil-
ities are endless.” The maestro met
with council member Onoda at the
Orinda Arts Council holiday lunch-
eon. “She is interested in creating a
public art committee like Lafayette
and Orinda have,” said Kohl. “For
this to happen, she needs grass roots
support, and that is one of the things
an art council can foster.”

Onoda started rallying artists and
interested parties in Moraga and
Lafayette. On April 6 a group of 20
or so artists and patrons came to dis-
cuss possibilities.

“(The purpose is to) capture the
combined experience, expertise and
exuberance of people who enjoy the
arts,” said Onoda. “For the first time,
we intend to create a means to iden-
tify, encourage and support all of the

arts — performance, literary, painting,
singing, etcetera — of all types and
kinds. We intend to engage both Saint
Mary’s College and all of our local
schools.” Artists from the three cities
came: ceramists, painters, gallery
owners, musicians, a board member
of the Saint Mary's creative writing
program, Dr. Lino Rivera, a concert
pianist and teacher at the college, as
well as three members of the
Lafayette Public Arts Committee, a
branch of the Lafayette government,
who indicated that it would be useful
to have a non-government organiza-
tion to work on some programs.

The next move happened at the
April 23 Orinda Arts Council board
meeting when a unanimous vote offi-
cially changed the OAC’s name to the
Lamorinda Arts Council. Those pres-
ent were asked what their interests
were and what projects they would be
interested in developing, and they
were asked to join the board and the
strategic planning group. The launch
reception will be held from 6 to 8 p.m.
May 27 at Merrill Gardens, 3413 Mt
Diablo Blvd., in Lafayette.

The LAC board assured that its
commitment to Orinda and its schools
will continue, and believes that the
expanded Lamorinda Arts Council
will enable everyone from the three

towns to work together to expand the
reach, deepen the impact, and bring
more of the arts to the broader com-
munity.

Artists and patrons of the arts who
are interested and have ideas can
come to the party or reach out to the
group online at lamorindaarts.org.

The new Lamorinda Arts Council with Moraga councilmember Teresa
Onoda (first row, center) and the council’s president, Lawrence Kohl (to her
right). Photo provided

Lynn's Top Five

College Students: Create your Own Internships!

By Lynn Ballou, CFP®
I ’m hearing from a lot of clients
that their college-bound kids
are having a very tough time this
summer finding meaningful work
to do, paid or not. This is so frus-
trating for parents in our commu-
nity who have worked tirelessly
to instill the value of money and
time in their kids, and even more
so for their children who want to
be useful and accomplished citi-
zens with enhanced future em-
ployment prospects. My thought
is this: If nothing created by
someone else is forthcoming, cre-
ate your own internship! Here are
some ideas that others have
shared with me over the years,
and hopefully will resonate with
you, on how to go about this.
Foster a pet. If you have a
love of animals, giving a pet a
loving home for the summer
could be a great experience.
Often you’ll be asked to bring
your new buddy to various pet

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER™ professional and co-owner of
Ballou Plum Wealth Advisors, LLC, a
Registered Investment Advisory (RIA) firm
in Lafayette. Lynn is also a Registered
Principal and Branch Manager with LPL
Financial (LPL). The opinions voiced in this
material are for general information only
and notintended to provide specific advice
or recommendation for any individual.
Financial Planning offered through Ballou
Plum Wealth Advisors, A Registered
Investment Advisor and a separate entity.
Securities offered through LPL Financial,
member FINRA/SIPC.

adoption venues, and help place
them in a permanent loving
home. You can also volunteer in
pet shelters. Whether it’s walking
a dog or cleaning out kennels and
cages, there’s much work to be
done. Your local veterinarian can
help you with contact information
for shelters, as can pet stores who
often host adoption days.

Volunteer in assisted living
facilities. Time can pass slowly
for us when we live in even the
best group assisted living situa-
tions, and having activities to do
makes life much more fun. You
and some friends who are talented
in theatre arts, for example, could
put together a “Revue.” Call or
visit the managers of these types
of group homes and offer to put
on a weekly show. Another idea:
Volunteer to come read, sing, play
music or create art. Whatever
your talents are, they can be
shared and enjoyed by many who
are living in a group situation.

Help with literacy. Contact
your local library to learn about
how to help someone with Eng-
lish as their second language
learn to read. Or volunteer in a
community where English is not
the primary language to help peo-
ple navigate their lives in an Eng-
lish-speaking world. One of my
client’s children volunteered her
time to assist a Spanish-speaking
family friend go to doctor’s visits
and interpret instructions from the
medical team to her when the
woman’s daughter was unable to
go due to work conflicts.

Get involved in church or
temple activities: Check with
your local community churches
and synagogues, even if you are
not a member, and ask what char-
itable work they do and if you can
lend a hand. It might be as simple
as collecting canned goods in
your neighborhood for their coor-

dinated food bank initiative. Or
it might involve helping out
someone who is temporarily inca-
pacitated by watering their plants,
mowing their lawn, and maybe
preparing a few simple meals.

Become a camp counselor.
Some of these are paying jobs and
some are not. And most are prob-
ably filled by now. But guess
what? It’s not unusual at every
camp that some of the college
kids who serve as camp coun-
selors (and work in other camp
functions such as cooks and of-
fice workers) bail out on their
jobs at some time during the sum-
mer. It’s not too late to call
around to local summer camp
programs and even some of the
live-in camp programs in the
mountains, for example, and offer
to be an “alternate” if someone
gets sick or leaves. You never
know — you could be the perfect
replacement and then next sum-
mer have priority as a first hire.
This is great for someone outgo-
ing with a flexible schedule.

These are just a few, very sim-
ple ideas. If you are a college stu-
dent reading this, my advice is to
narrow down your top three or
four interests — hobbies and stud-
ies — and think about where you
could add value in your commu-
nity while focusing on these
areas. And remember, by taking
the initiative to offer your serv-
ices to those in need, not only are
these fantastic resume builders,
but you may actually come across
a field of interest or new hobby
you never considered before! The
experience of reaching out alone
will help you as you navigate fu-
ture job opportunities with your
presentation skills and poise.
Plus the contacts and friends you
make can be invaluable to you for
years to come. Wishing you
much success!
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Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by

Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition.

Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team.
Come check us out.

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda
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Community Service
LCF Gives Generously to Local

Organizations

Submitted by Rhonda Andronico

From left, back row: Beth Montgomery, Beth Needle, Mike Gilson, David Morales, Janet

-

Thomas, Lia Nelson, Sereta Churchill, Mary Bruns and Ruth McCracken; middle row: Susie Falk

and Sandra Patterson; front row: Erica Hom, Dan Houge, Kathy Merchant

he Lafayette Community Foundation's
Spring Grant Recipient and Major Donor
Event took place at Town Hall Theatre May 11.
LCF gave out almost $14,000 to the following
organizations: California Shakespeare Theater,
Contare Con Vivo, Early Alert Canines, Girl

Photo provided

Scouts-Twin Canyon, Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Foundation, Lafayette Com-
munity Garden and Outdoor Learning Center,
Lamorinda Adult Respite Center, Lamorinda
Spirit Van, Lamorinda Village, Las Trampas and
Town Hall Theatre.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Event Helps Junior Girl Scouts
Bridge to Cadette

Submitted by Merrylee Landau

Junior Girl Scouts pose at Golden Gate Bridging event

M ore than 6,000 Girl Scouts from around
the country May 2 participated in
Golden Gate Bridging, an event exclusively for
fifth-grade Junior Girl Scouts to bridge to the
next level, Cadette Girl Scouts. Some girls from
the Los Perales fifth-grade troop 30576 partici-
pated in the event. The girls and adult chaper-
ones/leaders were shuttled from the Presidio to

Photo provided
the Marin Vista Point. They then walked back
across the bridge to Crissy Field, beginning the
bridge walk as Junior Girl Scouts and ending
the walk as Cadette Girl Scouts. As they mean-
dered down the path from the bridge to Crissy
field, the girls were greeted by older Girl Scouts
and complete the bridging ceremony with a pin-
ning and the Girl Scout handshake.

Girl Scouts Host Free CPR and
AED Training Event

the purple sweatshirt)

I l ands-only CPR (cardiopulmonary resus-
citation) can double or even triple the

chances of survival for a cardiac arrest victim,
according to the American Heart Association.
Thanks to Lafayette Girl Scout Troop #3188,
the public can learn hands-only CPR and get
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) train-
ing at a free event from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, May
31 at St. Perpetua Church, 3454 Hamlin Road
in Lafayette. The training facilitated by Contra
Costa County EMS only takes 15 minutes, and
no reservations are required. The Girl Scouts
decided to host the event in honor of Stanley
Middle School eighth-grader Sam Lum, who is

. ; L |
Lafayette Girl Scout Troop #31881 members with their moms (Jordan Lum, Sam Lum's sister, in

Photo provided

the brother of one of the Scouts, Jordon. Sam
was saved when a bystander used an AED to re-
vive him after he collapsed during a CYO bas-
ketball tournament. “Luckily there was a nurse
at the game who immediately performed CPR
and, ultimately, used a defibrillator machine to
revive him,” said one of the Girl Scout’s moms,
TJ Kirke. “Sam and his family are well-loved
in this Burton Valley community and we were
all touched by this crazy occurrence. We all
learned that we need to stop making excuses and
get trained in case of an emergency. St. Perpetua
is graciously letting us use their facilities and
trainers are donating their time.”

CP Read-A-Thon a Huge Success

Submitted by Melanie McCauley and Laura Osteen

Camino Pablo Student Council members with Principal Tom Rust and Kaela Blasen from Read-

ing Partners.

amino Pablo Elementary School in Mor-

aga held its annual Reading Round Up
(Read-A-Thon and book drive) and student in-
volvement was at an all-time high, with some
classes reaching 100 percent participation. The
money raised during the Read-A-Thon has al-
ready benefitted the Camino Pablo campus with
the installation of two murals representing the
current students and their commitment to the
Life Skills program. The CP community col-
lected gently used book donations to benefit
Reading Partners, (www.readingpartners.org) a
local, nonprofit literacy program in the East
Bay. The over 1,000 books donated will be used

Photo provided

to help children enrolled in a one-on-one tutor-
ing program build their home libraries. Student
Council representatives brought the donated
books to Allendale Elementary School and
learned more about the Reading Partners Pro-
gram at the school from Kaela Blasen, the
Reading Partners — Americorps site coordinator.
Principal Tom Rust explains, "It's great to have
a community-wide activity that engages stu-
dents in reading, raising money for a common
goal, and a way for students and families to give
back to others. That is what the Read-A-Thon
and book drive provides our community."

New Troop 212 Eagle Scouts

Submitted by Lauren Woolsey

From left, back row: David Cushing and Walker Franklin; middle row:
Noah Bagley, lan Franklin, Alexander Horst, Kevin Atkinson and
Derek Ludwig; front row: Tristan Westernoff, Dylan Thomas, Grant
Photo courtesy Karen Drinkwater

Bartis and Nicky Erickson

oy Scout Troop 212 conducted their 52nd
National Eagle Court of Honor on Sunday,
April 26 at Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church,
which sponsors the troop, to celebrate 11 out-
standing young men earning the Eagle Award.
This year's Troop 212 Eagle Scout honorees
from Campolindo High School and Acalanes
High School are: Nicky Erickson, who painted
new blacktop games at Camino Pablo Elemen-
tary School; Kevin Atkinson, who installed a
bench at the Saint Mary’s College cross in

memory of Reed Whittaker,
fellow Troop 212 Eagle;
Grant Bartis, who built a col-
lapsible container to hold a
generator for the MVPC Mis-
. sion Trip; David Cushing,
I | who built three custom-sized
bookshelves and rolling
planter for a special education
classroom; Noah Bagley, who
built and replaced old shed
doors at Harbor House Min-
istries; Walker Franklin, who
built risers for the choir pro-
gram at Harbor House Min-
istries; Derek Ludwig, who
built a storage shed for
Campo Cabana Club; Dylan
Thomas, who rebuilt the
Rheem Elementary School
marquee; lan Franklin, who
refurbished the courtyard of
Las Trampas Inc.; Alexander
Horst, who built eight back-
less benches for Camp Tim-
berwolf; Tristan Westernoff, who rebuilt and
replaced the baseball cubbies in the dugouts at
Joaquin Moraga baseball fields.

Eagle is the highest award that a Scout can
earn. Nationally, only about 4 percent of all boys
who enter the Scouting program earn the award.
Troop 212 has an active program of campouts,
summer camps, and high adventure activities.
The Troop currently has 79 youth actively in-
volved is its programs. Troop 212 has awarded
this special honor to 397 scouts since 1961.

Kitten and Cat Adoption Days

Submitted by Billie Cummings
L = —

‘Boo,”a high-energy 8-week-old kitten

9 “"Pumpkin”isa 7-
year-old female
longhair orange

.~ tabby with big jade-

~  green eyes. She had

| to be surrendered
by her heartbroken
adopter, who devel-
oped a severe al-
lergy. Pumpkin is
very affectionate and people-oriented. She should

rescued from the middle of a busy street 4 the only cat in the home.

by a Lafayette woman who brought her
to the pet store. A kind store staffer has
been fostering her.

| S = l-.‘i
“Fanny”is a very sweet 10-month-old
black and white tuxedo who was rescued
after being caught in an auto fan belt.
She had to have her left front leg re-
moved but does very well. She can climb,
run, tackle other kitties, and still have a
good time like there's no tomorrow!
She's about 6-7 months old. Fanny will
only be shown on Saturday.

Free kitten and cat adoptions will take place
the weekend of May 30-31 at the follow-
ing Community Concern for Cats adoption
sites: PetFood Express Lafayette and Pleasant
Hill and Petco Walnut Creek. Hours are Satur-
day from noon to 5 p.m. and Sunday from noon
to 4 p.m. This adoption event is the Fifth Annual
Maddie’s® Pet Adoption Days, sponsored by
Maddie’s Fund. CCA4C hopes to place dozens
of its rescued kittens and cats in the arms of
qualified adopters for free, and has over 200 pic-
tured on its website, plus many kittens too
young for adoption that are now being nurtured
in their foster care program. Last year on Mad-
die’s® Pet Adoption Days, 170 of CC4C’s cats
found good homes.

“Tia" has been homeless
since a wee kitten when she
was rescued from near-
death. Sheisnowa 10-
month-old little spitfire even
though she is a small kitten-
like cat. She is lots of fun and
very sweet, but takes her
time with new people.

“Izzy” (Isabella) is a real lover
... of people and of food.
She loves cuddling close to
your chest no matter what
cat is already there. She also
knows when food is being
dispensed as she is by your
feet and moves with your
every step. Izzy is active and
loves the company of other
cats. She doesn't let her miss-
ing eye slow her down.

CC4C is a29-year old all-volunteer cat res-
cue organization that works directly with the
community in Contra Costa County, helping
homeless cats. “We rescue from the streets and
rely on the people in the community to be our
foster caretakers,” explains Gemma Osendorf
Boyd, CCAC president. CC4C provides what-
ever the cat needs — vaccinations, all medical
care, medicines and socialization; fosters pro-
vide food and a loving environment. Together
they help frightened rescued cats grow into
happy, healthy kitty companions. If you see a
cat on the CC4C website (communityconcern-
forcats.org) that you are interested in meeting,
please call the contact person named in the post-
ing to ask where the cat will be on view.
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Dealing with Dementia

First responders and caregivers gather to learn how to help

By Sophie Braccini

From left: Lafayette Chief of Police Eric Christensen, Teepa Snow and Kevin Reneau

eepa Snow commands respect.

A dementia and Alzheimer's
care expert who trains and helps
agencies, facilities and families, Snow
gave a presentation May 14 to a
crowd of firefighters, police officers,
nurses, and other first responders and
caregivers, and had a simple message:
Dementia is a rampant epidemic.
With only 20 percent of people af-
fected by the early phase of the dis-
ease diagnosed and properly treated
before accidents happen, 40 percent
of people at mid-stage still driving,
and 50 percent of 85-plus-year-olds
getting dementia, Snow is calling on
communities to train and organize to
make California a dementia-capable
state.

She cited a program in the state of
Wisconsin, called the Healthy Brain
Initiative Project, created in partner-
ship with the Department of Health
Services, the Alzheimer’s Association
of Southeastern Wisconsin and AARP
to educate the public, businesses and
government entities on effective
strategies for working with individu-
als with dementia and their caregivers
(https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/pub-
lications/p01000.pdf).

Snow’s presentation was organ-
ized by Kevin Reneau’s Senior
Helpers of Moraga. “While first re-
sponders are incredibly well trained
in emergency situations involving in-
juries and other conditions, they
haven’t received any real training in
recognizing dementia or Alzheimer’s

and lack effective tactics to handle
such situations,” said Reneau. He
adds that all of his caregivers are in-
troduced to the Teepa Snow system of
training, which focuses on what de-
mentia patients can still do rather than
solely on their limitations. “Patience
and compassion are the core compo-
nents in any dementia care,” he
added.

Snow asked participants to pair
up in the Orinda auditorium to better
understand and experience for them-
selves how the different stages of de-
mentia alters perception and behavior.
“What we have to realize is that what
they do is the best that they can,” she
said. “We make assumptions about
people.” For example, she explained
that affected individuals sometimes
understand only part of what is said to
them. A statement like “don't move”
could be understood as “move!” She
recommended law enforcement offi-
cers to use only positive affirmations,
such as “stay in the car.”

The presentation was aimed at
teaching how to safely work with
people with dementia, so they can
continue to live as independently as
possible, for as long as possible.

Participants viewed a short docu-
mentary Snow recorded during a
meeting where a woman with demen-
tia was holding maracas, and would
not stop banging them against furni-
ture, would not disengage to go to the
bathroom and move to another activ-
ity. Snow asked the woman’s hus-

Photo Sophie Braccini

band what her job was when she was
younger and learned she was a clean-
ing lady. Snow approached the
woman. Holding a cleaning cloth,
Snow started rubbing the furniture
next to her. Then she encouraged the
woman to do the same and traded the
maracas for a cleaning cloth. To help
the woman end the activity, she
moved furniture away and started
praising her for her accomplishments,
finally succeeding in taking her to the
bathroom and focusing on another
task.

Snow traces every problem, in-
cluding these obsessive behaviors,
back to the deterioration that happens
in the brain. It destroys certain mech-
anisms and reinforces others as peo-
ple desperately try to continue to
make sense of their world, even if
everything increasingly loses coher-
ence for them.

Another challenge dementia pa-
tients face is dramatically diminished
field of vision as the disease pro-
gresses, leaving people with narrow
tunnel vision. She explained how to
approach people afflicted with this so
as not to startle them, how to hold
their hands to establish trust and be
able to lead them without frightening
them.

One Moraga-Orinda Fire District
employee described how often first
responders treat a symptom of de-
mentia, but not the cause. “[The pa-
tient] will be treated for the
consequence of the fall, but we often

£ 925-377-0977
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denial, faced with a condition that has
no cure and will only worsen.

Throughout the presentation,
Snow's energy and humor dispelled
any fear or anxiety about working
with those afflicted with the disease
and she provided matter-of-fact infor-
mation and tools that will make the
life of the caregivers, the first respon-
ders and the patients much easier.

More information about Snow,
visit TeepaSnow.com.

don’t know why the person fell, and
emergency room personnel are not
necessarily aware of the condition.
Therefore, the person will be dis-
charged, and this will happen again.
We are impacted by repeated events
that would be much better served with
a different approach.”

Additionally, Snow said some-
times the patients themselves will
tend to hide the symptoms, either be-
cause they are concerned about losing
their autonomy, or because they are in

Rheem 4th Grader Wins Jump Rope
Contest — On One Foot

q

Photo provided

Donald Rheem Elementary
School fourth-grader

Olivia Hlavac desperately wanted
to win a jump rope contest at the
May 8 Rheem Spring Picnic, but
she carried a heavy burden with
her to the competition — namely,
a large black cast that covered the
foot she broke on April 15. “She
was so determined to win, she
jumped on one foot for about five
minutes,” said her sister, Lauren.
(Five minutes is a long time for
someone who has two healthy
jumping legs.) Olivia won the
competition and was awarded a
trophy, a bag full of candy, and
Mexican jumping beans. J. Wake
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S. ¢ Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

il e
Takmg care of all dental needs for you and yourfamzly Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is
available. Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.
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Lamorinda

Senior Health Faire
A Sowch CN Magise
Tuesday, June 2° « 1:00 - 4:00 pu

Haclenda De Las Flores « 2100 Donald Drive, Moraga

Come enjoy free admission and free
refreshments and be entertained by
magician John Gardenier
+ Dr. Bob Nozik Shares his 12 Keys to
Happiness for Seniors
- Take the Virtual Dementia tour, a window
into their world
+ Learn why some fat is good in your diet with Dorothea Michalik, RD
« Try the Top 10 Exercises for Seniors with Sue Funkhouser
« Learn how to find funds for homecare through the VA,
life insurance and other ways with Michael J. Young, Esq
Sgt Brian South teaches how not to be fooled by senior scams

Call 925-376-8000 for FREE reservations
SENIO

h Lamorinda
HEIpers Seniors
Insured and bonded
caregivers can help with:

Helpers

Compassmnlte Careglvers for

Cooking « Driving « Laundry and Housekeeping
Medication Reminders « Exercise « Personal Care

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 <« www.treesculpture.com
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

o

SAINT GILES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH

stgiles-moraga.org

Tam Sunday School & ’ i

Commmunion Service {9-3.5.} 373'_-577“
in the SMC Chapel rraditional liturgy +
inclusive theology

»
»
»
»

The Orinda
Community Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Jjourney, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette
284-4765, office@thelumc.org, thelumc.org

Worship Sunday 10 am
Children & Teen Faith Formation Sunday 10 am
Teen Fellowship Sunday 6 pm

Opportunities for Worship, Love, Service

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢

» SUNDAY Worship, 9:00 & 11:00 AM,
with programs for 3-mos.-12th grade.

Par, | P » SEEDLINGS Preschool, M-F.
ay

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
LOPC.org

» LOPC: Where everyone is
welcome, nobody is perfect &
anything is possible with God.

Worship the Lord!
Sundays, 9 & 10:30am

MORAGA VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA
www.mvpctoday.org « 925-376-4800

Wednesdays:

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10-11am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F11-4;Satll -2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Willow Spring Community Church
Loving God Loving People
Come and Meet our New Pastor

Sundays: 9:15am Adult Sunday School Classes

10:15am Pre-Service Fellowship (Free Coffee & Bagels)

10:45am Contemporary Worship Service

10:00am  Community Bible Study

1689 School Street, Moraga (925) 376-3550
www.willowspringchurch.net

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

=

v

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:30 a.m. Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m.
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger
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& Not to be missed € Not to be missed ¢

Saint Mary’s College Museum
of Art presents for new exhibi-
tions: “Visual Language: Mystery
and Meaning” through June 21;
“River Passage: New Work by
Danae Mattes” May 25 — Sept. 6;
“Andy Warhol: Prints, Polaroids
and Pop” through June 14; and
“The Darker Side of William
Keith: Late Paintings” through
Sept. 6. Museum admission: $5
adults; members and K-12 graders
free; free parking. For info, call
(925) 631-4379 or visit stmarys-
ca.edu/museum.

The Moraga Art Gallery show,
“Transitions,” features the one-
of-a-kind, Asia-accented jewelry
of Lafayette’s own master jeweler
K. de Groot, and a collection of
Raku and pit-fired pottery by guest
artist Mary Leigh Miller of Mor-
aga. The show will run through
May 30. For info, visit www.mor-
agaartgallery.com or call (925)
376-5407.

Hacienda Wine Social and Art
Exhibit & Sale from 5 to 7 p.m.
on May 28 the at the Moraga Ha-
cienda. The featured art will be
from over 25 artists affiliated with
the Hacienda art program led by
Marianne Brown. Guests will find
a variety of work ranging from
landscapes to modern abstract art.
The featured wine is from Captain
Vineyards, and is $8 per pour.

Lireille Gallery of Contempo-
rary Jewelry and Art will exhibit
new paintings by Oakland artist
Ani Lucia Thompkins through
June 20, with a reception for the
artist from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, June
5. Contact the gallery for more in-
formation at (510) 547-3455, or
visit the artist’s website at
http://anilucia.com.

The Lafayette Art Gallery’s new
show, “Spring It On Me,” will
run through June 28 at the Gallery,
3420 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite A,
Lafayette. The featured artists are
Judy Feins, Jill Landau and Lauri
Moffet-Fehlberg. For more info,
visit www.lafayettegallery.net

MUSIC

Clerestory presents Clerestory:
Songbook at 8 p.m. Saturday,
May 30 at David Brower Center,
2150 Allston Way, Berkeley. The
men of Clerestory perform jazz
standards and classics of the
American Songbook, along with
beloved spirituals, barbershop, and
folk tunes. Cost: $25; $15 stu-
dents/seniors. For more info, visit
http://www.clerestory.org or email
info@clerestory.org.

WomenSing presents “Southern
Exposure III” from 8 to 10 p.m.
Wednesday, June 3 at Lafayette-
Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49
Knox Drive, Lafayette. In “South-
ern Exposure III,” WomenSing
and Quinteto Latino present the
premiere of Pirhekua, composed
by Jose-Luis Hurtado and other
southern gems. Cost: $30 pre-
mium; $25 general; $20 senior;
$10 student/youth. For more info,
visit http://www.womensing.org
or call (925) 798-4875 or email
info@womensing.org.

Jazz Café returns to Lafayette!
Lafayette’s annual Jazz Café will
be held at 6 p.m. Friday, June 5 in
the Stanley Middle School Multi-
Purpose Room. There is a fabu-
lous lineup featuring Stanley
Middle School’s Crusaders & Jazz
Messengers, Campolindo’s Jazz
Band & Acalanes’ Jazz Ensemble.
Pre-concert entertainment by var-
ious musicians. Tickets: $10 gen-
eral admission, $5 elementary
students; kids under 6 are free. Los
Primos Market Taco Truck will be
selling scrumptious food from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Dessert, coffee
and beverages will also be avail-
able for purchase all evening. For
info, contact Anouschka Wardy at
anouschkaw(@mac.com.

1st annual Lafayette Cello Bash
- hear up to 100 Cellos in a free
concert from 5 to 8 p.m. Sunday,
June 7 in Lafayette Park Plaza.
Music conducted by the esteemed
Bonnie Hampton, featuring the
"Dirty Cello" band.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre presents the
comedy “Moon Over Buffalo”
by Ken Ludwig and directed by
Scott Fryer May 23-June 15; pre-
views: May 21 and 22. For show
times and tickets go to www.town-
halltheatre.com or call (925) 283-
1557.

“Willy Wonka Jr.” opens June 5
and 6 at Wagner Ranch Elemen-
tary School. Director Ron Pickett,
producers Ara Jelalian and Jackie
Lawrence-Knight, musical direc-
tor Derek Luscutoff have worked
tirelessly with the fourth- and
fifth-grade actors for months,
crafting a theatrical event of pure
imagination suitable for all ages.
Tickets are available at the door or
through www.showTix4u.com.
Cost: $12 reserved seats; $10 gen-
eral seating.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Many Faces of Skin Cancer
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 20 at the Walnut Creek
Library, 1644 N. Broadway, Wal-
nut Creek. This event focuses on
one of the most preventable can-
cers. Join an engaging panel of
medical experts as they offer in-
sight into the latest information on
prevention, early detection, risk
factors and treatment options. Ad-
mission and refreshments free.
Register by calling (925) 677-
7287 or email
calskincancer@gmail.com . Spon-
sors: Diablo Valley Oncology,
Cancer Support Community and
American Cancer Society.

The Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Foundation
Distinguished Speaker Series will
feature Native San Franciscan
David Downie from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Friday, May 29, in conversation
with Lynn Carey. David moved to
Paris in the 1980s and has chroni-
cled his love affair with the City of
Light in three books: “Paris,
Paris,” the bestselling “Paris to the
Pyrenees,” and his newest “A Pas-
sion for Paris” in which he skill-
fully transports readers into the
city's vibrant cultre and hidden lo-
cations. Registration required.
Cost: $10 at door, or, register for
this and the May 19 Arabella
Bowen event, and pay $15 for
both.

Commonwealth Club presents
“Video Games and Neuro-
science: A Vision of the Future of
Medicine and Education” from
6:30 to 8 June 10 at the Lafayette
Library Community Hall. Brain
training games offered by compa-
nies like Lumosity and Fit Brains
are rapidly gaining popularity, but
how do we know if they're truly
able to keep our brains healthy?
Come hear the latest in neuro-
science as University of Califor-
nia, San Francisco’s Dr. Adam
Gazzeley explores how video
games can train our brains, fend
off mental decline and reduce our
reliance on medication to treat
neurological and psychiatric con-
ditions. Cost: $15 members; $25
nonmembers. Check-in starts at 6
p.m.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Kids Day begins at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, June 14 at The New
Rheem Theatre, 350 Park Street in
Moraga with the showing of the
movie “Despicable Me,” followed
by a festival from 12 to 2 p.m.
with Sno-Cones, Bricks 4 Kidz,
face painting, food, bounce house,
petting zoo, balloons and police
cars. The cost for the movie is $5
and the entire event is a benefit for
the Special Olympics of Northern
California.

OTHER

Contra Costa Commission for
Women, in partnership with the
Institute of Entrepreneurial Lead-
ership at JFK University, will pres-
ent a Leadership Panel Discussion
featuring powerful women who
have excelled in their chosen fields
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday,
May 20. Panelists include: KPIX
5’s weekend news anchor Ann No-
tarangelo, Contra Costa County
District III Supervisor, Mary
Piepho, Contra Costa County
Deputy District Attorney, Do-
minique Yancey, and Political
Strategist, Mary Jo Rossi. The goal
of the Women’s Commission is to
inform, educate and empower
women to make more beneficial
choices in their lives. Register now
as seating is limited for this event.
It will be held at JFK University
Institute of Entrepreneurial Lead-
ership, 2151 Salvio Street, Suite
350, Concord. Refreshments will
be served. To register go to
WwWw.womenscommission.com.

Join us for the 42nd Annual
Belly Dancer of the Year Compe-
tition, Memorial Day Weekend,
May 23-24, at the Orinda Library
Auditorium. The competition will
feature professional solo and
troupe performers from the US,
Mexico, and Japan. Belly Dancer
of the Year is a volunteer-sup-
ported community event, and all
ages welcome! Details and tickets
available at www.belly-
danceroftheyear.net.

Community Concern for Cats
invites you to its annual Maddie's
Pet Adoption weekend May 30-31.
Every kitten and cat is free to a
qualified home. See adorable
adoptables at Pet Food Express
Lafayette and Pleasant Hill, and
Petco Walnut Creek from noon to
5 p.m. on Saturday and noon to 4
p.m. on Sunday. The Pleasant Hill
site opens an hour earlier. For more
info, go to www.communitycon-
cernfor cats.org. If you see a cat on
the website that you would like to
meet, call the name in the posting
to ask where the cat will be on
view.

Join Parents for a Safer Envi-
ronment to decrease pesticide
usage in the community, particu-
larly in public areas where children
may get exposed. We have
changed policies for the MUSD,
Town of Moraga, CC County De-
partments, AUHSD, and continue
to work on other communities as
our resources allow. We are cur-
rently seeking volunteers: market-
ing/development director to work
with sustainable businesses; pro-
gram manager to work with indi-
vidual public agencies and help
review pesticide usage data; com-
munity organizer to work on spe-
cial events and over 1,000
community members on our list
serve; and legal counsel to help
with certain projects addressing
Prop 65 and/or EPA Pesticide In-
junctions. Contact
Shirley@pfse.net or (925) 283-
4609 for more info. www.pfse.net.

Eat to End Alzheimer’s from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday, June 11
in the Desco Plaza Fountain Court-
yard 3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. In celebration of Na-
tional Alzheimer’s and Brain
Awareness Month in June, the
Alzheimer’s  Association  in
Lafayette will host its third annual
barbecue fundraiser. Enjoy live
music, a delicious barbecue spread,
and raffle prizes for a $10 donation
to support the local programs and
services of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation. RSVP at
https://alzbbqg.eventbrite.com or
Lacey Todd at Ltodd@alz.org or
(925) 284-7942.

Please submit
events to:
calendar@

lamorindaweekly.com
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Enjoy one of the Bay Area’s top
magicians, an interactive demen-
tia experience and a presentation
by local author Bob Nozik on
how to create happiness in one’s
life highlight the 7th Annual
Lamorinda Senior Faire from 1 to
4 p.m. Tuesday, June 2 at the Ha-
cienda de las Flores in Moraga.
Other presentations at the event,
which is free to the public, will
include a session focused on the
Top 10 Exercises for senior bal-
ance and strength held by Sue
Funkhouser and a presentation on
the new direction of senior nutri-
tion by Dorothea Michalik, RD,
CDE. Free food and refreshments
will be offered.

GARDEN

Golden Gate Audubon Society
presents Gardening for Wildlife
in our Drought from 7 to 9 p.m.
Thursday, May 21 at Northbrae
Community Church, 941 the
Alameda, Berkeley. The current

* HARDWOODS
* CARPETS

* RUGS

¢ | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS |

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd
in Lafayette
925-284-4440
lamorindafloors.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Not to be missed
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drought challenges us to find new
ways to design sustainable resi-
dential landscapes to also create
habitat for birds and butterflies.
Cost: $5 or free for members. For
more info, visit http://www.gold-
engateaudubon.org/education/spe
aker-series/ or call (510) 843-
2222 or email ggas@golden-
gateaudubon.org.

Lafayette Community Garden
presents Healthy Household
Cleaners from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 6 at 3932 Mount
Diablo Blvd. Learn about some of
the chemicals we are exposed to
and how to lessen this exposure
or avoid them. See how cleaning
with natural homemade products
can result in a healthier home and
discover some easy and fun
drought tips. To register, visit
lafayettecommunitygarden.org/cl
asses-and-events.

Please submit
events to:
calendar@

lamorindaweekly.com

‘Pitch Perfect 2’

By Derek Zemrak
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Fat Amy (Rebel Wilson) steals the show in “Pitch Perfect 2," the follow-up to 2012's surprise hit.

Photo Richard Cartwright

he pitch is in tune in “Pitch Perfect 2!

The Bella’s are back in the sequel to the 2012
surprise hit, “Pitch Perfect,” which was made on a
$17 million production budget and grossed $65
million at the U.S. box office. Moviegoers knew a
sequel would be in the works with those results.
This time, everyone’s favorite a capella group — the
Barden University Bellas — must regain their glory
after a humiliating wardrobe malfunction by Fat
Amy (Rebel Wilson) that was witnessed by the
president of the United States while they performed
at the prestigious Lincoln Center for the Performing
Arts. With nowhere else to turn, the Bellas enter an
international competition that no American a cap-
pella group has ever won.

The solid ensemble cast from the original
movie returns in “Pitch Perfect 2,” which includes
Oscar nominee Anna Kendrick (Beca), comedian
Rebel Wilson (Fat Amy), Brittany Snow (Chloe),

Ester Dean (Cynthia), Hana Mae Lee (Lily) and
Alexis Knapp (Stacie). Beca is a senior at Barden
and working as an intern at a record label company
when Chloe discovers that Beca is more interested
in her career. The Bellas once again must pull it all
together and find the “perfect pitch.”

Two-time Emmy Award nominee Elizabeth
Banks (“30 Rock”) takes the directing reins and
keeps the movie going at a quick, witty pace. She
also does another superb job as the color commen-
tary co-host, Gail, at the a cappella contests. As se-
quels go, the movie hits all the right notes and holds
its own as an entertaining, enjoyable comedy. Once
again it is Wilson (Fat Amy) who steals the stage.
The girl is hilarious and I would say the funniest
woman in Hollywood. She deserves her own
movie.

“Pitch Perfect 2 is rated PG-13 for innuendos
and language.
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Fresh, delicious and healthy with no added fat,

butter or commercial sauces.

V' Afew selections:
" BeetSalad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins,
goat cheese, herb vinaigrette...............c....... 7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta

cheese, balsamic olive 0il .....ocvveeeeeeeeeeeeenns 9
Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans,

chimichurri sauce ......cccooeveecuenrinicncnnnnee. 18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino: in a rich tomato-basil sauce,

parmesan, garlic toast .......c.ccccceeicucueinnee. 19
Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo .........ceccvucuucnce 19

Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens,
and potato gratin......c..cceeeceneecuncecrneeeneeees 17
Veal Scallopini: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine............. 17

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. — Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.

. Judy’s Nail Salon
o

New Remodel i Mention thisad for
New Manicurists : FREE hot wax or design |
Summer Special i Orbuffer shinny
Regular MAN & PED $25 Walk-in welcome

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. Pedicure $35
New Fiber Gel Set & Reg. Pedicure $50 (tasts 3-4 weeks)

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga * (925) 377-9997 or 9998 Cell: 925-708-3448
Mon — Sat: 10am -7pm ¢ Sun: 10am-6pm

DONATE YOUR OLD CAR,
Boat, RV, or Trailer

(Running or Not)
100% of proceeds go to educational and humanitarian
projects in our community and internationally.

Valuation established for tax purposes
Fast, free, and easy!

Call: Roger Gregory, Rotarian
925-376-5002

Service Clubs
Announcements

)

Rotary

Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of r———
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

A global volunteer organization working to improve
the lives of women and girls through programs
leading to social and economic empowerment.

SOROPTIMIST OF 24/680

Please join us for our next meeting:

WHEN: Wednesday, June 34
Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.
Meeting 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
\WHERE: The Buttercup Grill
660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.

KLOFTIMIBS
Bad fn W

For more information, contact:

Regina Englehart @925-876-9076

or go to: soroptimist24-680.org

“Improving the lives of women and
girls through programs leading to
social and economic empowerment”

Please join us at our new location
THE LAFAYETTE PARK HOTEL
on Friday mornings at 7am.
For more info, please email us at
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

it d
II. 4,

JRLAT LAMORINDA SUNRISE

I riemdty, § ww, Servvee A Sl

Come learn more about Lamorinda
Sunrise and Rotary LSR’r Jackie

Hear from Mark Fillinger,
Director of Development at First
Solar where he develops utility-
scale solar projects.

Steel “Exposes Herself” - please
join us to hear her story.

Please join us for a great speaker and breakfast!!

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

May 21:
Barry Goode, Presiding Judge,
CC County - Judicial Branch
and its ramifications”

May 28:
Dr. Ben Ho - WOOF
search dogs teams with
Wilderness Finders

www. rotarylafayette.org
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Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
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Community Since 2002
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Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001
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Lamorinda Weekly FAIFOR OVER 36 YEARS
on our website. L
CUADNORE Click Food tab. (925) 283-8744 =

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
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Granola Bars for Summer Hiking

By Susie Iventosch

[

Peanut Butter-Chocolate Chip Granola Bars

One day at the office, we started
talking about food, which happens
quite a lot, and my boss told us that his
daughter makes granola bars! Wow.
Even though we’ve made granola at our
house for years, the idea of making gra-
nola bars had never occurred to me!
What a great idea for summer camping
and hiking, which is when I normally
indulge in granola bars.

I asked for the recipe, twice, but it
was not forthcoming, so last week I ven-
tured forth on my own and attempted to
make two different flavors: peanut but-
ter-chocolate chip and cinnamon fla-
vored fruit and nut. They turned out
completely different and, just as store-
bought granola bars vary from dry and
crispy to gooey and chewy, mine did
too! The key to making them dry or
gooey is how much of the syrup con-
coction you add to the oat base and how

Photo Susie Iventosch

long you bake it.

For the fruit-nut bars, I added
pecans, sliced almonds, sunflower seeds
as well as a cup of Trader Joe’s “Leg-
endary Nut & Berry Mix,” which also
includes almonds, cranberries, raisins,
cashews, blueberries, raspberries and
walnuts, so this one is chock-full of en-
ergy.

When I made the peanut butter-
chocolate chip bars, I added the choco-
late chips a little too soon and they
melted into the bars, rather than staying
in one piece, as they do in chocolate
chip cookies. So, I would recommend
adding them after the mixture has
cooled to room temperature, before bak-
ing them.

Try adding different dried fruits,
nuts and spices to come up with your
own favorite version!

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax
Bites and Tasty Morsels, which can be
found at Across the Way in Moraga,
www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found on our
website: www.lamorindaweekly.com.
If you would like to share your favorite

0977.

recipe with Susie please contact her by email or call our office at (925) 377-

=

Cinnamon Fruit-Nut Granola Bars
(Makes about 16 bars)
INGREDIENTS
Dries
3% cups oats (I used Old-Fashioned, but prefer Quick for making granola, and will use those next time)
Va cup wheat germ
Va cup sunflower seeds
2 cup pecan pieces
4 cup sliced almonds
4 teaspoon salt
5 teaspoon cinnamon
Va teaspoon cardamom
1 cup fruit and nut mix (like your favorite trail mix, | used Trader Joe's Legendary Nut & Berry Mix)
Syrup
Y5 cup brown sugar
1 cup honey (or agave, or half and half)
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract

DIRECTIONS

Grease a 9-by-13 inch baking dish, or spray with cooking spray.

Place all dries, spices and fruit in a large bowl. Toss to mix well.

Heat honey, brown sugar and vanilla over medium heat, stirring occasionally, until brown sugar
is completely dissolved. Remove from heat.

Pour syrup over dries and toss to coat well. Pat into prepared pan and bake at 300 F for
approximately 15 minutes, or until desired doneness.

Remove from oven and cool for about 10 minutes before scoring into the size bars you want.
Allow them to cool completely before removing the bars from the pan.

Peanut Butter-Chocolate Chip Granola Bars
(Makes about 8 granola bars)
INGREDIENTS
2 cups oats
Y cup nuts (your choice — peanuts, cashews, pecans, almonds)
4 teaspoon salt
4 cup chocolate chips

Syrup
3 heaping tablespoons peanut butter (either crunchy or creamy are fine)
2/3 cup honey (or agave, or combination)
Va cup brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla

DIRECTIONS

Place oats, nuts and salt in a medium bowl. Mix well. Keep chocolate chips on the side for now.
Heat honey, brown sugar and peanut butter over medium heat until peanut butter and sugar
are dissolved. Add vanilla and stir well.

Pour sweet mixture over dries and mix well. Allow to cool to room temperature, then stir in
chocolate chips.

Spread mixture into a well-greased 8-by-8 inch pan. Bake at 300 F for approximately 15
minutes, or to desired doneness.

Remove from oven and cool for about 10 minutes. Score into bars, but don’t cut into bars until
completely cooled.
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- Moraga Town Center Developer Threatens MOFD
- Lafayette Juniors Kitchen Tour Highlights Diversity in Design

- Why Are the Station 46 Negotiations Taking So Long?
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Heating Underpinning
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LATLAS!

I HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY I
CA LIC. #489501

I Present this coupon for I

35off —
I service. 2V oherofer |
925-944-1122 |

I www.atlasheating.com  Since 1908
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Gardening

J. Limon Gardening

Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler
System Repair
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Advertise in
Lamorinda Weekly

Call 925-377-0977
today

ERENAL PRETELTTEE i@

BUILDING FOUNDATIONS « LIFTING
LEVELING « STABILIZING

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Call Jose
(925) 7875743

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experier;ce
in Lamorinda
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Acalanes, Miramonte in NCS Tennis Tournament
Dons Advance to CIF Tournament Finals

By Spencer Silva

T R T L,

Since the first NCS team tennis
tournament in 1999, only seven
high schools have earned the distinc-
tion of champion. Acalanes had a
chance to become the eighth school
on that list on May 16. Under a new
coach,  Stephanee = Lawrence,
Acalanes reached the title match for
the first time in school history. In the
championship, the Dons faced off
with DFAL rival Dougherty Valley,
but fell by a final score of 5-2.
Acalanes (24-3) earned the No. 2
seed in the tournament after finishing
second in the DFAL. On their way to
the finals, the Dons beat Sonoma Val-
ley 7-0 and swept Amador Valley 7-
0. In the semifinals on the morning of
May 16, they beat No. 3 Monte Vista
(EBAL) Mustangs 4-3 in thrilling
fashion. Senior doubles partners lan
Dao and Preston Tso pulled off a
thrilling victory over Monte Vista’s
No. 1 doubles team, tipping the over-
all contest in their favor. “The doubles
win versus Monte Vista was huge,”
explained Lawrence. “It wasn't nec-

essarily expected, but they came
through.”

In the finals, Dougherty Valley
proved to be too difficult an opponent.
Lawrence didn’t mince words about
the strength of their opponent:
“Dougherty is one of the best teams
in the country.”

The Dons’ No.1 singles player,
Kyle Everly, ended his match early
Saturday due to a leg cramp. Everly,
a junior, earned third place in the
boys’ Division I singles tournament
the weekend before. He lost to even-
tual champion and No. 1 seed Kevin
Ma of Dougherty Valley.

Although the NCS title escaped
them, the future of the program is
bright. All four of Acalanes’ top sin-
gles players will return in 2016, and
the Dons were ranked Top-10 NorCal
team after winning a 117-team tour-
nament in Fresno earlier in the season.
The team had strong chemistry this
year and expect to carry that over to
next season. “It's a great team. The
seniors and the freshman root for each

Photos Gint Federas

other, which isn't something you get
to see in a lot of sports,” Lawrence
said.

The team planned its year-end
banquet for Sunday, the day after the
NCS finals, but, as fate would have it,
their season hasn’t ended. Their sec-
ond-place NCS finish promised a
berth — their first— in the CIF Nor-
Cal tournament, which begins next
Friday. They will meet Granite Bay in
the first round, a team Lawrence is
quite familiar with from her days
coaching in the Sac-Joaquin Section.
“They’ve been a nemesis of mine for
along time. This is going to be a very
exciting tournament,” she said.

No. 4 seed Miramonte (15-5) fell
to South Bay powerhouse Mission
San Jose 4-3 on May 15. It all came
down to No. 1 singles player Peter
Martin who played Mission San
Jose’s Viam Aurora in the contest’s
rubber match. Both sets were eventu-
ally settled in tiebreaker fashion — 7-
6 (7-5), 7-6 (7-3). Martin and No. 2
singles player, junior Alex Hwang,

were fresh off winning the NCS dou-
bles title, a tournament in which they
didn’t cede a single set.

Miramonte’s senior doubles team,
Kyle Rechnitv and Bryce Hummer,
were the highlight of the afternoon for
the Mats, beating Mission San Jose’s
No. 1 doubles team in straight sets (6-
3,6-1).

It was not the way that the senior
class, winners of two NCS titles and
second place finishers in 2014, had
hoped to conclude the season.

Martin is going to Middlebury
College in Vermont to play tennis and
a number of the other players are
headed to elite colleges for academ-
ics.

Head coach Mike McCollum
spoke glowingly about his senior
class. “This is the greatest tennis
group we’ve ever had,” he explained.
“They’re all great kids: we’re talking
excellence in the classroom, on the
tennis court and as teammates ...
they’re off the charts.”

SMC Rugby Wins Second Straight
National Title

By Spencer Silva

Saint Mary’s College returned to
the Division 1A Rugby National
Championship with one goal—to win
asecond title. The Gaels defeated Life
University (Marietta, Ga.) 30-24 for
the second year in a row to take a sec-
ond straight title on May 9. It was the
third year in a row they played the
Running Eagles in the 1A National
Championship game.

Last spring, the two teams met at
Stanford University. The Gaels tri-
umphed in front of a sympathetic
home crowd, beating the Running Ea-
gles by a score of 26-6. This year, the
game took place in Life’s backyard
— at Third Bank Stadium at Kenne-
saw State University — just a 10-
mile drive north from Life’s campus.

The match was largely defensive
and neither team dominated for any
large swath of time. "Defense on both
sides was very strong,” said assistant
coach Tony Samaniego. “We knew it
was going to be that way."

The Gaels jumped out to an early

lead when game MVP Dylan Audsley
scored a try and conversion in the
middle of the first half — they led 13-
10 at the half.

With 20 minutes left, Life nearly
staged a comeback when it scored a
try on a chip-kick over the Saint
Mary’s defense. The conversion after-
ward brought the score to an uncom-
fortable 27-24. Fortunately for the
Gaels, Audsley converted a difficult
penalty kick from far away minutes
later to bring the score to 30-24.

In the last five minutes, up 30-24,
Saint Mary’s fumbled the ball over,
which nearly cost them the game.
With no time left, the two teams
found themselves in a scrum near
Saint Mary’s try line. It was then that
Kinglsley McGowen, a U.S. National
team hopeful, stole the ball and
punted it out of bounds to save the
day — the referees whistled the game
over seconds later.

“The game lived up to the hype,”
explained Samaniego. “Both teams

Photo provided

came out with a strong desire to win
back the title of the best team in the
country.”

All-American honors will be an-
nounced sometime this week and sev-
eral Saint Mary’s players are likely to
be recognized. Seven players earned
the distinction last year, when the
Gaels were unanimously voted the
No. 1 team in the country. Senior
Captain Cooper Maloney — last
year’s national title-game MVP —
along with McGowen, Audsley and
co-captain Mike O’Neill, have
formed the core of one of the most
successful teams in school history.

The school will send a Sevens
team to Colorado this weekend in
hopes of capturing yet another na-
tional title. Sevens is a variation of tra-
ditional rugby, where seven players
play from each team, instead of 15,
for shorter periods of time. It’s set to
make its debut as an Olympic sport in
Rio de Janeiro next summer, perhaps
with some former Gaels on the squad.

Moraga Valley
Swim & Tennis Club

2015 Summer Junior

Tennis Camp

Choose from our:
* Three-Hour Program with Swim

and Lunch Break

* One- Hour Classes for Ages 5-16
* Private Lessons for Adults offered
* Try our new Clay Courts!

Scott Borowiak,
USPTA Certified Tennis Professional
925-376-7865
www.MoragaValleyPool.org
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FARMERS

[CRELEES

Your Lamorinda Agent
27 year resident

License Number: 0159742

www.4FARMERSINSURANCE.com

(925) 4-FARMERS

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

Mo’s sizzling

. summer
speqals...

* Outdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops
and dryers

* Fire pits & patio heaters

* Pool heaters & hot tubs

* Natural gas barbecues

We’re poly-pipe certified
(used by PG&E - better than iron)

: 629377-

A Lic
929641

eapFrog Loot
$25 off

APy Rumbing o _
LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600

T.eapFrog Loot
$150 off

1 Tankless water heater
1 installation

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/15

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
“+. Lamorinda since 1993

6600 ==

i

--'l'-_-'l'--'l

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospital

SAN RAMON
925-979-3450
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7 925-377-0977

SPORTS MEDICINE
CENTER FOR
YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430
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Acalanes LAX Advances to NCS Semifinals
Mats, Cougars qualify for NCS

By Karl Buscheck

o
Acalanes senior Adrian Jeffries

fter storming through the DFAL

with a perfect 12-0 record, the
Acalanes boys' lacrosse team is look-
ing to win its second NCS title in
three seasons.

“Our senior class has played in
two consecutive championship games
and they're a real big reason that we
got to where we are,” said head coach
Brent Ringwood.

As the Dons aim for another NCS
banner, the team will be relying heav-
ily on seniors Adrian Jeffries and
Vinny Gladden along with junior
Brian Maiken.

Photos Gint Federas

“Everybody's really stepped up,
but those three guys are very excep-
tional players,” said Ringwood.

The league champs earned the
No. 1 seed in the Division II playoffs
and had a bye in the opening round
before taking down Campolindo at
home on May 15.

“Overall, the effort was there
the whole time, but in the second
half, things really got rolling and
we got some good looks,” said
Ringwood after the Dons topped
the Cougars 13-6.

Next up on the docket is another

clash with No. 4 seed Marin Acad-
emy on May 20 in the semifinals.
Acalanes edged past Marin Academy
11-10 at the end of March in San
Rafael.

“Anytime you play a team multi-
ple times, you end up having to beat
them in different ways,” said Ring-
wood. “The last time we played them
it was a double overtime win, so we
have to figure something new be-
cause it's definitely not going to be the
same thing twice.”

For Campolindo, the loss to
Acalanes in the quarterfinals brought
to an end a historically successful
campaign. The Cougars landed in
second place in the DFAL standings
with a 9-2 record; their only losses
came against the Dons.

Campolindo swept past Mira-
monte and also hosted its first NCS
game since 2008. Plus, Campolindo
earned its first-ever NCS win, knock-
ing off Bishop O'Dowd 14-8 in the
opening round of the playoffs on May
13 in Moraga.

Head coach Mitchel Frey
gave all the credit to his players:
“The success goes hand in hand
to the amount of work and effort
that our kids put in and I couldn't

be prouder of our group of kids.”

Like the young Cougars, the Mats
are another youthful team on the rise.
Miramonte placed fourth in the
league standings with a 6-6 record,
earning the No. 12 seed in the NCS
postseason. On May 13, the Mats
nearly upset the No. 5 seed Novato on
the road.

“We were aiming to make it past
the first round,” said head coach John
Hofinga after his team lost 8-7. “We
played a very good game. It was a
one-goal game, back-and-forth the
whole time and the guys played hard
and I was proud of the way the team
came together and really showed up

Miramonte senior Sam Essabo

to play in that last game, but we defi-
nitely could have won that game.”

A quartet of senior captains—
Sam Essabhoy, Spencer Hardwick,
Josh Chen and Sam Tuttle—anchored
the Mats in 2015, but the future looks
promising thanks to an array of re-
merging stars.

“I think that was the key part—
especially as the program continues to
grow. If we get those younger guys to
keep coming in year after year, it re-
ally builds a good foundation,” said
Hofinga. “We have that chemistry on
and off the field and that translates to
success on the field.”

Kannah Cruickihank, Campolindo

Acalanes and Miramonte Lacrosse Teams Cruise in NCS

Cougars fall in quarterfinals
By Karl Buscheck

Ellie Higgins, Acalanes

he Acalanes and Miramonte

girls' lacrosse teams both ad-
vanced to the NCS semifinals thanks
to decisive victories on May 15.

The Dons, who landed the No. 2
seed in the Division II playoffs after
ripping off a 12-0 record in league ac-
tion, carved up Justin-Siena 17-5 in
the quarterfinals. The key to success
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for the DFAL winners all season has
been that squad doesn't have to count
on any given player.

“One of the greatest things about
this season's team is that we have a
huge team, but every single player is
capable of being an impact player,”
said head coach Katie Mitchell. “We
don't have the superstars that the pro-

Classified

Sophia Hubbell, Campolindo

Classified

Photo Gint Federas

gram has had in the past, but every
girl is a very strong player. It's nice
having a deep team and being able to
rely on everyone on the team.”

That depth was needed, as
Acalanes faced off against the No. 3
seed S.F. University in the semifinals
on May 19 in Lafayette. For the Dons,
it's all about being mentally prepared.

Classified

Classified

“I think it's a mental game,” said
Mitchell. “We've worked really hard
and improved a lot over the season
and it's anybody's game when you
step onto the field. So, I think it's just
who can execute the best. Hopefully
we'll come in mentally ready.”

The Mats also ran up against a
big-time opponent, as Miramonte
traveled to Piedmont to battle with the
No. 1 seed in the semifinals on May
19. The Mats advanced to that stage
after dispatching their neighbor Cam-
polindo 19-10 at home on May 15.
The win marked the second time that
the Mats had topped the Cougars in
less than a month.

Miramonte also beat Campolindo
on April 28 in what proved to be a
crucial contest for both squads.
Thanks in part to that win, the 9-3
Mats hung onto the second spot in the
DFAL standings while the Cougars
dropped into third place. As a result,
the No. 4 seed Mats got to host the

Classified

No. 5 seed Cougars in the NCS show-
down.

For the Cougars, senior Mary
Hildeburn was the star throughout
2015 season.

“She's just one of the best players
in the entire league who all the girls
on the team look up to,” said head
coach Jessica Hoffschneider.

Campolindo also has a slew of
talented young players like sopho-
mores Peyton King and Grace Bur-
nite who provide plenty of optimism
for the 2016 season and beyond.

“We have some sophomore play-
ers who are first-time varsity players
and who have really impressed us and
become some of the best players on
the team,” said Hoffschneider. “So,
what's been great for us and for the fu-
ture of the program is to see some of
these younger players who we weren't
expecting much out of really step it

2

up.
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Music Lessons

Piano/quitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
Y 025-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

House Cleaning & Organizing

ﬂ Masterpiece
' Household
—— Services

Complete cleaning weekly, biweekly
& monthly Including construction
cleaning, moving in & moving out.
Home organizing. Very detalil
oriented with 20 years of experience,
Excellent references, (510)506-2667
www.mphousehold.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

R

Cal State Univ. Math Prof.
visiting - needs room to rent
appox. 6/20 - 8/20. NS, quiet
Greg - (310) 395-8141

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

- WINDOWS TUTORING iz
- HARDWARE UPGRADES #
- NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Painting Contractor

Lafayette Painting-all work
supervised by owner/contractor.

$350 OFF on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.

Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

Tom Romaneck Painting Co.
Named Orinda Ambassador of
the year Interior& Exterior
painting. Deck restoration.
Meticulous prep and finish work.
| do all my own work one job at a
time 925-323-9908. I'll match any
discount coupon. Lic. # 922081

Balaam Landscape Services
Natural Pruning and Thinning
Detailing - Weeding
Irrigation Timers Adjusted
Reasonable Rates
925-586-0558

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Rototilling

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowsService.com

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeli
~u Big & Small Jobs *

W cssosrs  925-825-5201

==%  Ken's Rototilling
‘m « 4 W/D Tractors

i « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983
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Shakespecire fgr K|ujis1 S;tlm}fner Camp 2015 SUMMER
Tudor Fairf, Feast and Dramatic Production C AM P s / c L A s s E s

Register today!

Alphabetical listing of all 50 camps and classes

Orinda Academy Summer Lafayette Boys' Basketball
ORINDA Instruction Association

et G Ra Phone: (925) 254-7553 For boys entering fourth to eighth grade
Music Arts/ ALMA www.orindaacademy.org LBBASummerCamp@aol.com
Phone:l(925|) 2l Tennis Camp -Moraga Valley Lafayette Summer Music Jazz
www.aima-ieap.com Swim and Tennis Club Workshop

Cal Shakes’ Summer Shake- FE’hor)I% 925-376-7865 I Dates:I Ofne week only; Aug. 2-7
speare Conservatories mail: borotennis@aol.com www.lafsmw.org

Phone: (510) 809-3293 www.Moragavalleypool.org

Lamorinda School of Musical Arts

www.SummerShakespeareCamp.org . L
LAFAYETTE Phone: (925) 878 5159
Camp Brainy Bunch mail: Xiomydma@gmail.com
Privnta Swiim Lesnems Phone: (510) 548-4800 Art Room Summer Day Camp Roughing It Day Camp
Yagr-reamd www.CampBrainyBunch.com Phone: (925) 299-1515 Phone: (925) 283-3795

www.theart-room.com

i monthe— Adult

City of Orinda Recreation Camps www.roughingit.com

e YRer Phone: (925) 254-2445 Camp Kefli et T
Briving Lessoms www.cityoforinda.org Phone: (925) 284-9191 Phone: (925) 283-7396
Partiss Tool www.temple-isaiah.org/kefli .
. Giants Baseball Camps P ? Www.sewnow.com
S h e r‘m a n Phone: (415) 800-2014 City of Lafayette - Recreation Shakespeare for Kids
: www.SFGiantsCamps.com Summer Camps Phone: (925) 353-5112
SW I M S C H D D I. . Phone: (925) 284-2232 Dates: July 6-17
f:r- Tennis Camps g www.LafayetteRec.org
O Bl S0 Sherman Swim School
Q25-283-2100 www.OrindaTennis.com Hunter Gallaway's Junior Phone: (925‘;\’583—2100
www.ShermanSwim.com Summer Cam | i
" : _ Miramonte Swim Club (MSC) Hunterhg@corﬁcast.net Sy SRl
3075 Carol Ln., Lafayette Phone: (925) 247-8110 at (925) 360-7051 Sienna Ranch
www.mscgators.org www.lafayettetennis.com Phone: (925) 283-6311

.siennaranch.net
DONS Football Camp WS

mress-nathans@acalanes.k12.ca.us

AmaZiIlg Summer Math Camps www.acalanesfootball.com

- The Wide World of Sports Statistics (Part 1, Full-Day and Overnight Camps published on March 11 and Part 2, Half-Day Camps
Play sports and calculate your statistics published on April 8 can be found on our website: www.lamorindaweekly.com)
- Conquer Common Core Math
Clarify/review current year's math and prepare for the next
- Classes to Attack Algebra
Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures
- Get a Jump on Geometry:
A fun, hands on class for high school students

*x+x \Narning — These classes might trick students
into believing that math is fun *++*

(ing 15 Years:

If you have further questions feel free to - - 7 o ' S
contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net : r L v -.fn?.a-;-"x-_-; Ui
Jares

. Ty
e

Classes taught by teacher & experienced  want a great tutor

math instructor, Michael Adler who is fun?

Individual/small group
To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and ~ summer or year round
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us ~ tutoring available

or call (925) 888-7036 v =y v

[
o
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Summer @ Saklan

€ €The Crucible is a great THECRUCIBLE

creative, educational,
inspiring, environment

forateen.99

Culture, Language, and Summer Fun! AGES 3—11 SAKLAN.ORG

-Chela R.

Summer Camps

Learn to Row Crew! Blacksmithing, ceramics, welding,
Our summer program is designed to provide an enjoyable glass blowing wood carVing
’ ’

but very real introduction to the great sport of rowing. We
use these introductory camps as a recruiting program for robots & kinetics and mUCh more.
all of our rowing teams. They provide excellent training
for beginning rowers in rowing technique, teamwork,

physical fitness an_d endurance. With_in a v_veek royvers will HandS'On c Creative fun making art
gain enough experience to compete in their very first race, Wh|Le Learning I’eal—world Sklus

an exciting experience for all! Classes now available on
the San Pablo Reservoir or Oakland Estuary.

Oakland Strokes

Summer Rowing Camps
Rowing Camps for Boys and Girls Ages 12-17

sasse[) pue sduie) 08

One Week Introductory Sessions (8:30 - 11:30am) WEEkl\I Camps: June 22—Al.lg 7
June 22nd - 26t (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm) MOI’I’]ingS: 9 am-12 noon
June 29t - July 3 (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm) .

July 6t - 10t (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm) AfternOOnS. 1_4 pm
July 13th - 17t (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm) Aftercare available
July 20t - 24th (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)

July 27t - 31st (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm) AgES 8 17

*Intermediate sessions available to athletes who have completed a & \'tﬁ.
prior one week introductory session or our middle school program I i —
C- w

Ideal for students entering
9th or 10th grade!

1260 7th Street, Oakland
(510) 444-0919

TheCrucible.org

Learn More & Sign Up!

www.oaklandstrokes.org

STROKES
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LAFAYETTE .. continued Jr. Tennis Camps
For participants ages 4-18

www.OrindaTennis.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Bay Area Equine Vet Camp
The only equine veterinary camp
in Northern California

SonSparks Lab at Lafayette
www.baeclub.org

United Methodist Church
Phone: (925) 284-4765
www.thelumc.org

Moraga Parks and Recreation
Summer Camps Berkeley Rep School of Theatre
Phone: (925) 888-7045 Phone: (510) 647-2972

Spanish Immersion with Vivael ~www.moraga.ca.us www.berkeleyrep.org/summerin-
Espaiiol A tensive

Phone: (925) 962-9177 TR LI TSl . .
www.vivaelespanol.org Adventures for Teens with Asperger’s  The Crucible’s most exciting

Phone: (925) 377-0789 youth camps yet!
www.orionacademy.org/curriculum  Phone: (510) 444-0919

The Writing Studio - Camp http://th ibl
p://thecrucible.org

Young Writers
Phone: (925) 385-0211
www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

Roughing It - Hello Horse Camp
Email: camp@roughingit.com
www.roughingit.com/horse

Cal Athletic Camps
Email: calcamps@berkeley.edu.
www.calbears.com/camps/cal-

Vacation Bible Camp at Lafayette-
camps.html

Orinda Presbyterian Church

Phone: (925) 283-8722 x234 i

E-mail: ryan@LOPC.org Felnes (2] 20 720y
www.saklan.org

MORAGA SMC Summer Camps

Amazing Math Classes Phone: (925) 631-4FUN (4386) Oakland Strokes” learn to row"
Phone: (925) 888-7036 www.smcgaels.com, click "camps"  program

Email: m.adler@sbcglobal.net — (San Pablo Reservoir or Oakland Estuary)
2 "Son Mountain High Adventures” 5. aklandstrokes@gmail.com

Www.moraga.ca.us Vacation Bible School at M Vall

A 1B SISl SR e SY www.oaklandstrokes.org

Saklan School - Culture,
language and summer fun
Green Stuff at UC Botanical Garden
Phone: (510) 643-2755
www.botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu

Chinese Dinner Summer Camp  Presbyterian Church
Phone: (925) 888-7036 Phone: (925) 376-4800 Steve and Kate’s Camp
www.cwkf.org www.mvpctoday.org Phone: (415) 389-KIDS

. www.steveandkate.com
Christian Adventure Camp at Summer Bridge Math

Mr. Lorie will lead the sessions.

! OVERNIGHT CAMPS
www.lorietutors.com
Aspen Network
BERKELEY/OAKLAND/WALNUT CREEK (Sierra Nevada Mountains)

Phone: (925) 262-3135
www.aspennetwork.net

Willow Spring Church
Phone: (925) 376-3550
www.willowspringchurch.com

Cougar Youth Football Camp
Directed by Head Coach Kevin
Macy for grades 4-8
www.campofootball.net

Adventure Day Camp
Phone: (925) 937-6500
www.adventuredaycamp.com Lorne Smith Lacrosse
(Univ. of Oregon, Lake Tahoe)

iD Tech Camps & iD Teen Academies Adventures in Writing Camp et

Phone: 1-888-709-TECH (8324) Phone: 415-322-0511
www.iDTech.com www.aiwcamp.com

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid advertising. Our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. In the
event we have inadvertently printed misinformation please let us know. LW is not liable for errors or omissions.

SEAMINOW!  Fashion Design & !

fashion studo ~ Sewing Camps .

Kids & Teens - Beginner to Advanced - Half or Full Day - Spring & Summer

Learn to design like a pro, sew your awn fashions, and make new friends!
Design ard make vaur awm unique fashinn iteme: otes, skirts, bageh wage, FRahion Kif dagiong &nd mars
Miardal " oor fgshicn show! Additianal Jull Bey aptions this vear! Teens, Kids, ard Jardars [2ne3m grade)

For mom infarmaticn email, call, ar Vgt WAL SO, S0

sawnow! 1234 Golder Gata Way, Lafayatia 1525 283-T33 infeisawnoacom

--------.-----------------------J

2015 Bay Area
Equme Vet Camp !

Featuring noted vatarinarian, spadcidlstsurgann,
and author Jamie Textor, DVM, PhD

August 1-7, 2015 = Bam—Hpm
Bay Aroa Eguesirian Club Swbles
Walrut Crieek, S8 LISA |5an Francisco Bay frea)
For highhy mativated studeais
Mirdile Sehaal = High Schonl = Undergeada

REGISTER TODAY!
www.haeclub.org

Lbe only equine veterinary camp in Morthern Califomial
Commuter # lesidentind pprions svailable.

L e ri."l.E. Yo ':'-.J|I.|.- ||||l.|||l«.||;||-\..'\- STTM
Ve, i 1:1&'-3&-.-. il g, e onich,
Wy W milsle—aiia Funl

Fxpery menres and esclusive workihags ar
B Dt Sl al =ty |'|.‘||'.:Iil ini
= Berkoler
= Sranhud Toiveriry Bed Tern Equearian Ceaner
® Feiirsale Feaive Melival Cema
= B snca baocsermn Club Sl
® Porpes Parch & Shormiac ancs

Fare pen Wil somet ali=niezl “'|.'|i|||||!'."._;l:lil'_ul;\.' vl bnns
woraing sidi-byesilewith o woerinarian, while biiping
rzhabibizee Bay Ares Equestrian Club pescue ocszs.

1w lied ro S0 studenrs regisiration close jn|:|.' 15, WS

wiw basclol o = hascverilgmail.com - 925922 2504

" 925-377-0977
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FULL GE.ﬂnH YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

H'i.; 'Ei &ﬁ ""'E"—If‘ Al R L S
INSTRUCTDR: KEYIN MACY, H EAIJ I'Ef"DTE-ALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDD HIGH SCHOOL
GAADES 4 — B, SEPARATED BY GRADE
DATES: July 6 thru July 17 (M - F) TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $320 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us
or download registration form at campofootball.net

Chinese Dinner Summer Camp

We make your kids fall in LOVE with healthy cooking.

Lafayette Moraga
Pot stickers - almond cookies or Moraga Hacienda
Lafayette Community Center: de las Flores
July 20-24; Class $255. July 27-31, Class: $258.
register: www. LafayetteRec org Register: (925) 888-7036

2 hour classes,
ages 4 -10yrs.
Find more information
at www.cwkf.org

SonSpark Labs Day Camp

-F".f'“ June 22 - June 26, 9 am - 12 Noon
- Ages 3 - 12 Cost: $60/each

Lafayette United
Methodist Church

955 Moraga Road, Lafayette
Registration forms available
online at: www.thelumc.org
E-mail: of fice@thelumc.org
Call: 925-284-4765 A
Crafts, music, games, skits, stories, and snacks!
Everyone is welcome. Bring your friends.
Middle School Kids do special service projects!

ROUGHING IT

DAY CAMB

Year

Lamorinda's Hometown Camp

Lafayette Reservoir ® Ages 4-16
FREE Home Transportation * Free Extended Care

Win a Week of Camp! Sign Up @
www.roughingit.com/lamorinda/

The Writing Studio

A Summer Camp for Young Writers July g
“Aug 7

Join THE WRITING STUDIO this summer as our young writers step
into a world of CREATIVE STORYTELLING and ESSAY-BASED
EXPOSITORY WRITING PROJECTS.

Students will learn proper sentence structure, organizational skills,
the elements of a five-paragraph essay, creative use of descriptive
words, correct grammar, usage, and so much more.

CAMP YOUNG WRITERS will be open to elementary and middle
school students from July 6-August 7, 1 pm-4 pm. Weekly
theme-based projects consist of classroom instruction and
one-on-one sessions. Fee for the four-week program is $425. For
further information, contact lafayettewritingstudio@comcast.net
or call 925-385-0211. Learn about
our year-long program at
www.lafayettewritingstudio.com.

THE WRITING STUDIO
Where Words Come to Life

3455 Golden Gate Way, Suite A, Lafayette (925) 385-0211

You may download our Summer Camp Guide:
www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Oakland Strokes Advance to
National Championships

Submitted by Cheryl Richards
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Women's Varsity Lightweight 8+: Gray Strandberg, Liz Hofinga (Miramonte), Jillian Lundstrom
(Miramonte), Marie Johnson (Miramonte), Julia Giovanni (Campolindo), Madelynn Prender-

gast, Maddie Boxer, Limor Dubrovsky (Acalanes), Rileigh Long

akland Strokes rowed to victories at the

U.S. Rowing Southwest Youth Champi-
onships held on Lake Natoma in Gold River,
Calif., on May 1-3. This year the regatta drew
571 crews hailing from 35 clubs in the south-
west district.

The boys’ varsity 8+ won the champi-
onship, having found the right combination to
take down their powerful regional and national
rivals Marin Rowing Association. With the win,
the squad earned a berth at the 2015 U.S. Row-
ing Youth National Championships to be held
June 12-14 in Florida.

Photo Laura Cvitanovic

The boys’ JV 8+ went undefeated this sea-
son on its way to a championship. The last time
the Strokes won championships in both divi-
sions was in 1999.

Oakland Strokes entered two boats in the
boys’ varsity 4+ event, and took first and second
in their separate heats, but finished third and
fourth in the final, edged out by Marin.

The girls’ varsity lightweight 8+ boat took
first in its heat and second in the final, finishing
only 1.411 seconds behind Newport. The sec-
ond place finish was enough to earn a berth to
the nationals.

Men'’s Varsity 8+: Back row, from left: coach Brian DeRegt ,Daniel Hogan (Lafayette resident), Rhys

Daniel, Alex Lilichenko (Miramonte), Michael Cuellar, Kenyon Watson (Miramonte), Cameron
Chater, Tucker Johnson, Max McDonald, Connor Olson, coach Alan Kush

Men's JV 8+: Front row, from left: Luke Lawler, Allen Hosler, Henri lllien, Brandon Fluegge
(Miramonte), Isabella Onken, Cole Ortiz (Campolindo), Sam Thatcher, Jackson Witherspoon,

Brendan Purtill (Bentley)

Photo Barbara Wright

£ 925-377-0977

Aquabears Viking Club Swimmers
Excel at NCS Championship

Submitted by Julie Roberts

From right: Marie-Claire Schillinger (Miramonte), NCS Champion in the 100 Breaststroke with
fellow Viking Aquabear breaststrokers Aileen Lee and Kaya Philapil

he 2015 North Coast Section Swimming

and Diving Championship was held on
May 14-16 at Concord Community Pool. Over
800 swimmers and divers representing 70 pub-
lic and private high schools competed at the
meet. Aquabears Viking Club, located in Pleas-
ant Hill, qualified 16 swimmers representing 12
local high schools.

Olympic trials qualifier and Harvard-bound
Acalanes senior Brittany Usinger won two in-
dividual events, the 200 Freestyle (1:47.51) and
the 100 Butterfly (52.43). The 100 Butterfly
swim set a new NCS record, previously held by
Celina Li of Foothill High School from 2012.

Marie-Claire Schillinger, a senior from Mi-
ramonte headed to Rice University in the fall,
won the 100 Breaststroke with a time of
1:01.12. She also finaled in the 200 Individual
Medley (2:06.47) and placed seventh. On Sun-

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Photo provided

day, at the Aquabears post-NCS meet held at
Diablo Valley College, Schillinger qualified for
the 2016 Olympic trials in both the 100 and 200
meter Breaststroke.

Other fast swims included Campolindo Jun-
ior Alexa Hanley who placed 18th in the 100
Breast (1:05.70) and 25th in the 100 Butterfly
(58.52). Campolindo Junior Jane Wood also
swam the 100 Fly and placed 21st (57.98). Mi-
ramonte freshman Nicole LaCour placed 28th
in the 500 Free (5:28.54) and Las Lomas senior
Michael Lutzker placed 17th in the 500 Free
(4:50.94) and 24th in the 200 Free (1:48.24).

With the high school season over, these
swimmers now shift their attention to the sum-
mer-long course season. For information on the
Viking Club team, contact coaches Joe Natina
or Chris Horner at aquabearsvc(@gmail.com or
visit www.swimviking.com.

Magic U15 Boys make CYSA
State Cup Semifinals

Submitted by Greg Davis
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Back row, from left: Jason Vilchez, Alejandro Fabian, Joseph Gratol, Oliver Feigin, Nicolas
Brenes, Emmanuel Anaya, Shukoor Haji, Sam Pinto, Yohannes Kolanji, Ben Hodder, Daniel
Wahl; front row: Aidan Jenkins, Alex Topping, Mason Larrick, Zachary Flagg, Tai Fox, Luca

Arghast, Sohayl Sayfurahman, Cole Kelez, David Lacayo,

he California Magic U15 boys advanced
to the semifinals of the CYSA Premiere
bracket of the State Cup in their first tournament
of the season on April 25. They beat the No. 4
team in Northern California, Santa Clara Sport-
ing White, 2-1 and shut out their last opponent
the Sacramento Pumas to advance.
They played very well in their loss in the
semifinals to No. 3 Santa Clara Sporting Green.
Coaches Jasko Begovic and Kamani Hill say

Photo provided

the boys showed great character in moving on
to the semifinals and are off to a great start so
early in the year.

Begovic said, “Only 2-3 weeks into the
Spring season, our boys are showing a tremen-
dous level of dedication, commitment and co-
hesiveness. They have created a strong culture
as a team and we are very proud of them and
their accomplishments so early in the season.”

Submit stories to

sportsdesk@lamorinda
weekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi
and 1200 pixels wide)

Sixth-Graders Net Bid to
Volleyball Nationals

Submitted by Baldwin and Jeanie Lee

with their teammates.

oraga sixth-graders Brianna Lee,
Olivia Knutson, and Laura Stude-
baker helped guide their NorCal Volleyball
Club team to second place at the Northern
California Regional Championships that took

Briana Lee, Olivia Knutson, and Laura Studebaker (back row, second-fourth from the left) pose

Photo Baldwin Lee

place in Reno on May 9-10. Their finish
earned them a spot in the top national divi-
sion at the USA Volleyball Junior Olympics,
which will take place on June 27-30 in New
Orleans.

11U Moraga Mavericks: TPR Team
Appreciation Tournament Champions

Submitted by Kat Panos

From left, bottom row: Max Rittman, Michael Coane, Adam Harper, Xavier Esquer, Nate Powers
and Cade Bennett; top row: Coach Chris Rago, Jack Beaty, Shan Brinton, Jack Williams, Luca

Rago, Connor Fritch and coach Don Cooper

oraga Baseball Association’s own
11U Mavericks team took first place
in the TPR Team Appreciation tournament at
Mistlin Sport Park in Ripon, Calif. After
dominating their first three games of the tour-

Photo provided

nament, the Mavericks landed in Sunday's
championship game versus East Bay Expos
from Fremont. It took a come-from-behind
effort to best the Expos by a final of 13-11 to
take top honors.
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MW Unlimited
Fun, Exciting, simwm

“"n Challenging  925.376-3667

= HFFIiSA _ corm
4. . = 1375 Moraga Way, Moraga
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Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Envolled Agent

30 years experience

sttuations for individuals and

|
|
|
Specializing in complex tax |
small businesses. :

|

Consultation, Preparation,

Moraga : :
Representation, T’[annlng

(925) 388-1040

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Trees & Shrubs I

Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

www.lamorindaweekly.com

" 925-377-0977

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from > Complete Auto Repall'
the Post Office) State of California

ﬂ "@ & Brake, Lamp &

Smog Station | ,..."
\ u"ﬂ \

ADJUSTING
STATION

" f r qT“ t-lrlld OFFICIAL
LAMP

ADJUSTING
STATION

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

WM aulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

ARTGALLERY

“Transitions”

From Beads & Pendants to Jewelry and
from Fire & Smoke to Pottery

This show runs from April 16 - June 13

Mary Leigh Miller

follow us on facebook
for local art news!

K. de Groot

SI2 CEMIER STREET  RHEEM, EHORFING CENTER.  MORAGA, CA 4556
Cper ‘Wedneday thru Sendoy drere 12 neon be 5 pa 719302007

Wednesday, May 20, 2015
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MAKE LIFE EASY SHOP LOCAI

SO EAGAELRS 1O

Ken C. Young - Fine Art Imuges

Studio E

Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes. Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you &
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga

(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

THE
MORAGA
BARBER
SHOP

925-247-1101 - 1431 Moraga Way

HAIR STYLIST

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga
(925) 437-2076

DAty AP

1 and 2-Week Horse Camps

Private Riding Site in Moraga
Complete horsemanship programs
for riders of all levels.

Win a Week of Camp!
www.roughingit.com/lamorinda

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE F P
T

o P T o m E T R Y

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.

» Comprehensive Vision Testing > 2E
e Eye Disease Diagnosis

e Specialty Contact Lens Care

e Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A JETTITIT
Moraga « (925) 376-2020 -

Bayﬁ'zfea home
cvmpanions

in-home care services

ﬁffovdab @ompetent Warm & @ompassmwate Adult Care

e Personal Care ¢ Light Housekeeping
* Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

The UPS Store %

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste |
Sat 9-5, Sun closed  Moraga, CA 94556-2005

v/ Shipping v Postal Services

v/ Copying, Finishing v Business Services
v Printing Services v Live Scan

v Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

I:amilq & Cosmetic Denfisirq

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS

Moraga - 925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care
through Quality Dentistry

Member: ADA * CDA * CCDS * AACD

L

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga
Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Professional Automotive n\"?il ﬂr’llﬁ.-ﬁ.-
Service and Repair d.&el

Foreign and Domestic

&

530 Moraga Rd. ¢ 925-376-0692

www.moragamotors.com

Watch for Love
Lafayette June 3™

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moragas Premier Salon

" Lip Wax w/
s Brow Wax
*new clients only

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center
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‘Greening” is Bad for Oranges

By Cathy Dausman

Moraga resident Tom Delfino with hls oranges

alifornia Citrus Nursery Society executive di-
@rector Tom Delfino is proud of his healthy cit-
rus stock and wants it to remain that way. But
keeping his trees healthy, or even alive, may not be
possible, due to the arrival of a tiny flying insect
known as Asian citrus psyllid.

Delfino knows firsthand how well suited Lam-
orinda’s climate is to growing citrus. In 22 years, he
has lovingly coaxed more than 30 mouth-watering
varieties — everything from a cocktail grapefruit hy-

[1F] ﬁﬂl.
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Photos Cathy Dausman
brid to lemons, limes, oranges, mandarins and man-
darinquats from the soil in his Moraga yard. He is
so devoted to his citrus quality that he uses a refrac-
tometer to determine a fruit’s sugar content before
offering his guest a sample. He is so protective of
his stock that when he once discovered three plants
infected with Citrus tristeza virus, he “burned them
in the fireplace that night” But ACP, a bug smaller
than a flea, is a killer when it carries citrus greening
disease (also known as Huanglongbing, or HLB).

Since the Gold Rush, citrus has been an inte-
gral part of the California agricultural scene. Accord-
ing to Agricultural Resource Marketing Center data,
Florida produced 63 percent of the total U.S. citrus
crop in 2012, and California 34 percent (two other
states, Texas and Arizona accounted for the remain-
ing 3 percent). But Florida numbers have fallen
since the discovery of HLB there in 2008.

Today over half of California’s citrus stock is
grown in home gardens, so Delfino said it is up to
the backyard farmer to slow citrus psyllid spread.

The arrival of ACP in the East Bay is not so
much a question of if, but when. ACP insects are al-
ready established throughout the world, in Latin
America, Arabia, Southeast Asia and China, as well
as in parts of Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia
and Florida, Delfino said. In California, ACP pres-
ence has been confirmed in 13 counties ranging
from Southern California to Santa Clara County.

The psyllid arrived in California in 2008; four
years later, the presence of a single, HLB-infected
plant was detected. Finding ACP on a plant is chal-
lenging. Eggs are tiny and often found inside the
tender, still-curled new leaves of citrus plants. It
sometimes takes a magnifier to spot the feeding
nymphs, so citrus growers must look for a telltale
trail of waxy tubule the ACP excretes.

“None of the citrus trees planted in anyone's
garden is resistant of or tolerant to Huanglongbing,”
Delfino warned. “If Asian citrus psyllids are here
and Huanglongbing arrives, we will lose our trees.
Diligent control of Asian citrus psyllids in our gar-
dens should delay infection, but our trees will even-
tually succumb,” he added.

... continued on page D4



ORINDA DOWNS
ORINDA ¢
This beautiful Cape §8
Cod inspired home S
offers detailed mill |
work, hardwood |3
floors, open floor &
plan, office, media |
room, guest setup, f
craft room, 5 bed- §
rooms, 5 1/2 baths,
a sprawling back-
yard and private
court location.
$2,395,000

TP
o

Neighborhood

LAFAYETTE

This charming home
/4 located within walk-
i ing distance to the

o thriving downtown,
8 schools, trails and
2! neighborhood park
== offers upgraded
8 amenities, hardwood
floors, and a park-
like backyard.
$1,325,000

Paseo De Moraga
Y (0] :7:Y<Y.
Walk to town and
the Sunday morning
Farmer’s Market!
Enjoy an open floor
plan, high ceilings,
hardwood floors, 5
updated baths, new &
paint, hardwood
floors, 3 bedrooms, |
2 1/2 baths, and an
ideal end of court
location. $735,000

GLENN AND KELLIE BEAUBELLE

925.254.1212

TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322

Banker Real Estate L qual Opportunity
NRT LLC. CalBRE Li 1908304
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Wed., May 20, 2015

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETITE 11 $674,000 $1,527,000
MORAGA 8 $677,000 $1,300,000
ORINDA 11 $950,000 $2,600,000
Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and i provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
LAFAYETTE

3205 Andreasen Drive, $1,437,000, 3 Bdrms, 2069 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 3-26-15

9 Del Rey Court, $910,000, 3 Bdrms, 1914 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 3-27-15;
Previous Sale: $202,000, 12-10-85

963 Hawthorne Drive, $1,435,000, 4 Bdrms, 1908 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 3-30-15;
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 08-30-13

3746 Highland Road, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 3936 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 3-26-15

1090 Leland Drive, $1,527,000, 3 Bdrms, 3025 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 3-27-15;
Previous Sale: $1,355,000, 05-09-14

3279 Mt. Diablo Court #18, $674,000, 2 Bdrms, 1386 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 3-26-15;
Previous Sale: $520,000, 03-17-04

3607 Powell Drive, $1,525,000, 3 Bdrms, 2647 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 3-31-15;
Previous Sale: $825,000, 08-07-98

1407 Reliez Valley Road, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2691 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 3-31-15

581 Silverado Drive, $1,275,000, 3 Bdrms, 2075 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 3-30-15

621 St. Marys Road, $918,000, 3 Bdrms, 1484 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 3-31-15;
Previous Sale: $650,000, 08-08-03

2950 Windtree Court, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2742 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 3-31-1S;
Previous Sale: $260,000, 04-09-82

MORAGA

116 Alta Mesa Court, $696,500, 2 Bdrms, 1698 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 3-25-15;
Previous Sale: $250,000, 08-26-88

220 Calle La Montana, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1775 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 3-27-15;
Previous Sale: $975,000, 12-16-14

7 Carey Court, $1,130,000, 4 Bdrms, 2543 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 3-27-15;
Previous Sale: $407,000, 11-13-87

8 Juniper Way, $1,092,000, 4 Bdrms, 2220 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 3-26-15

1712 St. Andrews Drive, $818,000, 3 Bdrms, 2079 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 3-25-15

1729 St. Andrews Drive, $677,000, 2 Bdrms, 2079 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 3-31-1S5;
Previous Sale: $150,000, 01-30-79

133 Westchester Street, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2264 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 3-31-15;
Previous Sale: $870,000, 05-02-14

29 Winslow Place, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2287 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 3-27-1S;
Previous Sale: $459,500, 07-11-95

ORINDA

6 Abbott Court, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2436 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 3-27-15;
Previous Sale: $767,000, 09-24-04

341 Camino Sobrante, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2755 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 3-31-15;
Previous Sale: $935,000, 06-30-11

12 Descanso Drive, $1,865,000, 4 Bdrms, 2724 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 3-31-15;
Previous Sale: $1,235,000, 12-11-03

32 Fallen Leaf Terrace, $2,600,000, S Bdrms, 4185 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 3-31-15;
Previous Sale: $1,028,000, 03-13-98

130 Fiesta Circle, $1,488,000, 4 Bdrms, 2837 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 3-31-15;
Previous Sale: $421,000, 10-19-94

11 Hilldale Court, $2,128,000, 3 Bdrms, 2501 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 3-25-15;
Previous Sale: $1,005,000,01-31-07

23 Las Piedras, $1,225,000, 3 Bdrms, 2386 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 3-26-15

24 Los Amigos, $1,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 2006 SqFt, 1941 YBlt, 3-27-15;
Previous Sale: $485,000, 09-01-98

128 Meadow View Road, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1749 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 3-25-15

705 Moraga Way, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1628 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 3-27-15;
Previous Sale: $379,000, 05-19-99

51 Van Ripper Lane, $1,270,000, 3 Bdrms, 1671 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 3-25-15;
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 01-29-14



KPG MARKET ACTIVITY Kurt Piper
COMING SOON, PENDING & SOLD |

Quiet Cul-de-sac Burton Valley Charm Burton Valley’s Best

Christine Gallegos Leslie Piper

» 2700+ sq. ft., .5% acre *« 4BR/2BA, 1700+ sq. ft. « 4BR/2BA, 2300+ sq. ft.
» Offered at $1,495,000 o Offered at $919,000 * New kitchen and bathrooms

3184 Lucas Drive,
) Lafayette

3538 Silver Springs Road,
Lafayette

“

415.606.2047 415.990.4929

Amy Price Scott Sans

* 3BR/3ZBA, 2200+ sq. ft. ¢ Stunning remodel on .5+ acre * 2401% sq. ft., .28+ acre lot
» Offered at $989,000 * 5BR/4BA, 3536+ sq. ft. » Offered at $1,275,000

2435 Burlington Street, 1186 Pleasant Hill Circle,
Oakland Lafayette

761 Tofflemire Drive,

Lafayette 925.997.6808 925.216.7583

RANKED IN THE
TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

* Spanish style 2BR/1.5BA cottage * 4BR/3.5BA, 2700+ sq. ft. * Ranch style home on 1.55+ acre PG
» Offered at $749,000 » Offered at $1,695,000 | 5 Offers  « Offered at $1,549,000 | 2 Offers ‘I ; \

KURT PIPER GROUP
REALTORS RECOMMENDED FOR A REASON

631 Murray Lane,
Lafayette

10 Burnt Oak Circle, 839 Ava Court,
Lafayette Lafayette

CHRISTIE’S
* 4BR/3.5BA, 3100+ sq. ft. * 4BR/2.5BA, 2500+ sq. ft. * 4BR/3.5BA, 2600+ sq. ft. .
« Offered at $1,695,000 | 2 Offers  » Offered at $1,375,000 | 3 Offers « Offered at $1,295,000 | 7 Offers Kurt Plper

925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
www.KurtPiperGroup.com

License #: 01130308

To see these and other coming soon listings ‘ _ \
Coming Soon Listings

go to KurtPiperGroup.com and click coming soon.
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... continued from page D1

a I l l I a S ; Delfino said Lamorindan farmers can fight HLB spread three ways: “Watch

out for psyllid (inspect your citrus plants regularly, ideally, every month), use only
registered budwood when grafting, and don’t move trees outside the quarantine
area.

Itis illegal in California to import citrus fruit or plant material from other states
or countries. To inquire about HLB call the California Department of Food and Agri-
culture exotic pest hotline at 1-800-491-1899, or go online to
Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up hitp:// cistucredu/ asian_citrus_psyllid html.

.. . To obtain state approved citrus budwood for graft, go to http://ccpp.ucredu/ or
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, | want - iy ;
) i o , http://www.agmrc.org/commodities___products/fruits/citrus/citrus-profile/.
my clients to live well at every stage of their lives. I'll _

do whatever it takes to help

them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the

next. This is my promise. RE?;\L ESTATE

CP “Greening” is Bad for Oranges

O%)elieve in the art of living well.

I'HE

Nymphs and white waxy tubules of Asian citrus psyllid, Diaphorina citri
Kuwayama, infesting citrus and being tended by ants.
Photo Michael E. Rogers, University of Florida

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282

patti.camras@camoves.com
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

WWW.p atticamras.com

BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An

I
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real Asymmetr ical yel low mottlmg Of leaves and odd Shape and greening Of fruit,
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. symptoms Of Hi uanglongbing ( citrus greening ) Photo Dr. Susan E. Halbert




At Taylor Morrison, we believe your home should be a direct reflection of you—a perfect blend of all the
things you love most—and that’s why we build homes that are created and designed specifically for you.
Discover your new home in Walnut Creek and start living your trademark today.

Your home is your trademark, so what’s your TM?

AT g
. T Ca

3HIj @QMAIN SILVERI%'I'H Al For more information or to

schedule your private tour,
please contact sales associate

1,175 - 1,745 sq. ft. 1,474 - 1,694 sq. ft. Chrissie Curnutt (BRE# 01786104)
2 - 3 bedrooms 3 bedrooms at 925.357.4241
2 - 2.5 baths 2.5 baths
From the mid $500,000s Call for information

taylor

taylormorrison.com #trademark morrison oy

This is not an offering in any state where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Community Association and other fees may be required. Prices, promotions, incentives, features,
options, amenities, floorplans, elevations, designs, materials and dimensions are subject to change without notice. Square footage and dimensions are estimated and may vary in actual construction. Actual position of house on lot will
be determined by the site plan and plot plan. Floorplans and elevations are artist’s conception and are not intended to show specific detailing. Floorplans are the property of Taylor Morrison, Inc. and its affiliates and are protected

by U.S. copyright laws. For further information, please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate and review our Terms of Use. Taylor Morrison Services, Inc., BRE # 00968975. ©2015, Taylor Morrison of California, LLC. 5/20/15 ta




31 Via Hermosa, Orinda, CA

- .
- =

Melanie Snow

Coldwell Banker Previews
International Sales Associate

Cell: 925.360.0344
www.MelanieSnow.com

Melanie. amoves.com

CalBRE# 00878893

Member of Coldwell Banker’s Presidents International Circle,
1op 10 Producer Coldwell Banker Orinda Office

6876 The Turn, Montclair - Oakland
This charming 3BR/2BA home is nestled in a serene setting on a .25+ acre lot with
an adjoining .16+ acre lot included. Built in 1938, it has been recently remodeled
and has a lovely Kitchen with quartz countertops & stainless appliances, recessed
lights, hardwood floors, crown moulding, dual-pane windows and indoor laundry
room. Large sun-drenched deck, 1-car detached garage, basement and 6
additional off-street parking spaces. Minutes to the Village Market, Montclair
shops, restaurants, freeway and Thornhill Elementary school (check availability).

s ——

Offered at $835,000 « Call for more information

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S

Spectacular Orinda Country

Club Home

Lovingly re-built and expanded to
perfection, this stunning, sophisticated,
Mediterranean home is nestled into
the hills on one of the more presti-
gious streets in Orinda. Spectacular,
panoramic views of rolling green
landscapes, and Lake Cascade. All new
construction, light and bright, with the
highest grade materials, systems and
appliances. Quality marble and tile
with European white oak floors. Four
bedrooms with closet systems, and
three and a half baths. Views from every
room in this 3120 square foot home!

Level in - A huge living and dining
room, kitchen with great room, and

half bath.

Upstairs - Master suite, bath, with
additional bedroom and bath.

Downstairs - Two bedrooms, bath,
and playroom. Level out to grassy area

and backyard.

Located in Orinda Country Club
neighborhood, on .46 acres, this home
is a convenient five minute drive to
downtown and BART. 12 years of
award winning schools: Sleepy Hollow

Elementary, Orinda Intermediate

School, and Miramonte High School.

Offered at $2,595,000

For more information call 925.360.0344

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. All rights reserved. This information was supplied
by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers
should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. If your property is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. If your property is listed with a real estate
broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. GalBRE License #01908304
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DO YOU

KNOW PARADISE

EXISTS
RIGHT HERE
IN THE

itand Talk to
assmoor Specialists.



New Listing! Open Sunday, May 24, 1-4

e i o B SR A SN
68 Singingwood Lane, in Orinda Downs
Offers beautiful views out while letting the sun shine in!

This magical contemporary home is located at the end of a cul-de-sac on 1.7 acres. Offering
drought-tolerant plantings, level lawn areas, beautiful patios and majestic oaks you will
delight in the gracious indoor/outdoor spaces for both entertaining and everyday life.

Over 5,000 sq. ft., 6 bedrooms and 5.5 baths (one bed and bath is part of a guest suite
with its own entrance). The sophisticated design of this home utilizes warm materials,
flowing lines, and a flexible-open floor plan. This is a wow house!

Offered at $2,450,000.

It’s April in Lamorinda For Real Estate

Consistently Representing Buyers and Sellers in
Successful Transactions

April Matthews )
masi LOxuRy e AVAEES

EE A4 1 E 2000 - 2014 R E AL ESTATE

aprilmat@comecast.net

CalBRE#01221153




Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Coming Soon!
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995 R . .
31 Crestview Drive, Orinda
’ﬁiﬂm

CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299 Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 - Danville « CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

RN
RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS! —
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!
4.000% 14.050% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE APR RATE APR

30 Year Fixed | 3.750% | 3.750% | 4.000% | 4.000%
15 Year Fixed | 3.000% 3.000% 3.250% | 3.250%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST

EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN' YOUR COMMUNITY.” EniOYIinclredible Ziele ;f Las Trarrcllpas Ridge & Oanda Ofaks Park fr(l))r;l this
, completely remodeled & renovated contemporary home featuring S bdrms,
Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote! 3 full baths & 2 half baths in 3275 sq. ft., on a .49 acre lot. Beautiful solid

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This

quarter sawn hardwood floors thru-out spacious living areas, Marvin windows,
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property

et 1-’ t- one L L] 5 t- l C Master suite with ofﬁce /den & large family room. Kit.chen includes 48” dual
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender. Land & Home Financial fuel Wolf range/grlddle, Subzero refrlgerator & amazing pantry storage.

Drought tolerant gardens & wonderful indoor/outdoor flow. Close to 12 years
of Orinda’s top ranked schools.

Call for Price

Warxciéld Dr, Mor_ag

Village Associates ~ Homes are usually a Bay Area residents largest assets
or investments. Working with Village means working with a well-recognized and
respected Brokerage, experienced, knowledgeable and tied into this
real estate market. For over 14 years, Village has been the leader in
market share for a reason. “Our Strength is in our Agents.”

Margaret Zucker
(925) 286-2328

www.margar etzucker.com

margaretzucker@comcast.net
CalBRE#01372762

2560 sq ft on .38 acre. 5 bedrooms/3 full baths.
Views, updated, large living spaces, family room
with fireplace, cul de sac location, close to
schools.

Offered at $1,300,000

Ruth Eddy DISTINCTIVE
Better Homes and Garden Mason McDuffie SRSt eSSy
89 Davis Road, Suite 100, Orinda
CalBRE#01313819 925_788_5449

Village Associates Real Estates
I o Orcars o Addres

2000 - 2014 R E A L ESTATE




4 Patricia Battersby Ashley Battersby
' a C 925-330-6663 925-323-9955
pb@patriciabattersby.com ashley@ashleybattersby.com

ASSOCIATES BRE# 00854469 BRE# 01407784

REAL ESTATE
www.ashleybattersby.com

Happy Valley’s Finest!

1253 Rose Lane, Lafayette

GORGEOUS TRADITIONAL HOME, FAVORITE NEIGHBORHOOD

One of the Best Streets in Lafayette

5 Bedrooms + Office 4.5 Baths 4826 Square Feet* .52 Acre*
Beautifully Appointed, Finest Quality Features

High Ceilings Both Stories, Hardwood Floors, French Doors

Ideal Floor Plan, 2 Staircases, Main Level Bedroom/Bath

Large Kitchen/Family Room Open to Yard, Luxurious Master Suite
Spectacular Private Yard, Pool, Patios, Lawns, Play Areas, Pathways
Offered at 52,895,000

1155 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette

ESHERICK ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE

Designed by Joseph Esherick, Notable California Architect
Breathtaking 2.01 Acres*, Private Estate Setting
Exquisite Single Story, Extra High Ceilings & French Doors
Sophisticated Style, Walls of Glass, Panoramic Views
Main House: 3 Bedrooms + Study 3.5 Baths

Separate Guest/Office & Bath, 1200 Bottle Wine Cellar
Indoor/Outdoor Living At its Best, Undeveloped Acreage
Offered at 54,650,000

4038 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

EXTRAORDINARY GATED ESTATE, PREMIUM LOCATION

Rare Opportunity - 2.16 Acres* Magnificent Private Setting
Stylish Custom Home 3 Bedrooms + 2 Offices 3127 Sq Ft*
Views of Hills, Trees, Natural Landscape + Level Land
Spectacular Grounds, Pool, Spa in Resort Setting

Beautifully Updated, Walls of Glass, Dramatic High Ceilings
Recycled California Barn Wood & River Rock, Large Family Room
4-Car Garages

Offered at 52,495,000 Price Reduced $200,000

*per Public Records
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The Play Storage

Dining Room?
By Andi Peterson Brown
Home staging refers to the act of

preparing and showcasing a
property for sale in the real estate
marketplace. Many people associate the
term only with carting in a houseful of
rented furniture and painting the walls
an unassuming white. And for certain
homes, that might be the case. But in
reality there is a spectrum to home
staging, and for some sellers it may simply
mean dressing up and rearranging what’s
already there, de-cluttering rooms, or
merely removing some personal items
during home showings. While it is
common for sellers to initially feel some
resistance towards staging their home, the
truth is that staging is a tremendous asset.
And here’s why:
¢ It makes for a great first impression.
Staging a home creates a neutral palate
so that buyers can see themselves living
in the home and making it their own.
¢ It enhances the emotional experience.
A lighter, brighter, cleaner, warmer, more
organized and more cheerful home will
win a buyer over every time.

e It eliminates distractions. Many
buyers can’t see past the play room that
ate the dining room. Personal effects
should be minimized and rooms should
be used for their intended purposes.

It is important to remember that
staging a home can be accomplished on
any budget. It is a sound investment
toward the ultimate goal of obtaining the
highest price possible in the shortest
amount of time. And really, isn’t that
what it’s all about?

dndi
PETERSLT™

ATOW

A CB Top Producer
AndiBrownHomes.com

925.818.4588

[ -F LR B

CalBRE# 01738605

real local ® real knowledge © real value

OUR HOMES www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Late Spring’s Focus on Wealth and Abundance

By Michele Duffy

. R
|

Place purple silk or real flowers in the wealth area of your

home office.

ate spring in the I Ching, which also influences the Feng
Shui Bagua map area of wealth and abundance or pros-

Photos provided

perity, is governed by wind and sun. It makes sense, since windy
and sunny days are the hallmarks of the season.

In feng shui, the wealth and abundance or prosperity area
is found in the far or back left portion of your home from the
front entrance (see map on page D12). The wealth area of your
master bedroom is also in the far left area from the bedroom
door. This area is ruled by the wood element and by the number
four. Wealth and abundance is all about identifying what in
your life helps to make you feel prosperous. It is not just about
“big money” — although this is the area associated with having
money to go on a dream holiday — but it’s also about connecting
with what helps to make us feel prosperous. It can be the source
of all our good, and can relate to our work, marriage, spiritual
practice, friends or family. This area governs finding inner peace
and true happiness with what you have in life and learning to
be philanthropic. Itis often associated with the generosity and
gratitude area as well.

Since this area is ruled by wood, placing feng shui plants
that are associated with great wealth like bamboo, money trees
or lucky jade are all sound symbolic choices. If you are consid-

The wealth area also rules desired life events like stable and in-
creased income, receiving unexpected money or a raise, and
making more money from your business.

Water features in the far left area of your garden or yard
are ideal, and planting things that protect wealth, like orange
trees, is auspicious.

Recently, a client in Lafayette had an issue with the wealth
area in their master bedroom that had views of a neighbor’s
home (what surrounds us influences our energy, too). The view
was causing negative feelings in the client, so we planted a wall
of privacy trees to block the unsightly home and activate the
wood element for the yard area. We then turned our attention
to the master bedroom wealth area. We painted the entire room
in a soft green hue and placed a purple orchid in the far left area
on one of the nightstands. My client began to experience a no-
table increase in the quality and number of work-related oppor-
tunities in his life.

Remember to minimize the metal element in the wealth
area, unless you want to chop your ability to prosper. Avoid the
colors white, grey and silver, metal picture frames (use wood
ones instead), metal sculptures or furniture.

The wealth and abundance area is a fantastic spot for a
dream board, placing the images of what specific type of abun-
dance you would like to manifest in your life. Remember to use
awooden frame. Fill the area with an abundance of fresh new
round (coin shaped) leafy plants like jade. Asyou tend to your
plants, try to set your intention to inviting new growth into this
area of your life. ...continued on page D12

- Ry i R

ering painting your master bedroom, and it happens to be in
the far left area of your home, a soft pale agave or jade green hue

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered
trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Sub-
fsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

is perfect to activate the wood element that rules prosperity.




YOUR REMODELLED

country. club

HOME AWAITS

. 1 %

| _'I
=1
1 El Verano, Orinda | $1,325,000

2787 Square Feet Fabulous Schools!

3 Bedrooms Great Central Orinda
3 Bathrooms Location!

Finished Basement - Close (but not too
optional au pair - 4th close) to Freeway and
bedroom and bonus BART

TV/rumpus room

AMYROSESMITH

Amy Rose Smith Phone: 925.212.3897

Village Associates Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
93 Moraga Way Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Suite 103 Web: www.iloveorinda.com
Orinda, CA 94563 BRE: #01855959

UITT | MARVIN

H“-E DESIGN GALLERY
a complete window and door showroom

. The Professional Builder’s Choice

architects café
LAMORINDA

Prominent local architects, designers and landscape
architects will provide personalized consultations to
discuss your design and renovation plans.

SATURDAY, MAY 23RP
Stephen Elbert, Elbert Associates
Ken Hansen, Landscape Architect

Nan Walz, Nan Walz Interiors

Appointments available at 8:30, 9:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Community Hall, Lafayette Library and Learning Center
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

RSVP to Christine Thatcher at 925.260.9999
or cthatcher@truittandwhite.com

'MARVIN: @integrity

indows and Doors A
Windows and Doors

Built around you: Bl o e,
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Late Sprmg S Focus on Wealth and Abundance

A money tree symbolically activates the
Wood area of this Lafayette home.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

OUR HOMES www.lamorindaweekly.com

Make sure to go to this far left area of your home and analyze
what is there: a cluttered storage room or closet, a bathroom, or
some other representation of lacking can drain energy. One of my
local clients has a leaking roof and unfinished bathroom in this area
and says they have constant “financial leakages” as well. Sometimes,
the feng shui is quite literal. Needless to say, fixing this problem is
at the top of this homeowner’s list. Remember, nothing should be
“broken” in this area or you are energetically and quite literally broke.

Endless supply is the first rule of abundance and aligning

&~ 925-377-0977 Wednesday, May 20, 2015

... continued from page D10

yourself with this important distinction of true prosperity is es-
sential for success. Clear the clutter and hide the bathroom with
amirrored outer door. Try balancing this area by placing a pur-
ple amethyst to activate wealth and abundance since purple is
symbolic of nobility and the nobles were always wealthy.

Remember, prosperity is a state of mind and feeling
equally abundant about all areas of your life puts you in harmony
with the universe and aligned to receive what you dream for
yourself. Dream big!

Michele Duffy, BTB
M.ES. is an Orinda
resident who, since 1999,
enjoys creating “Space as
Medicine” Feng Shui one
W space at a time, as well as

' and spending time with
her family; Cunyon Ranch Feng Shui Master,
International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) Red
Ribbon Professional. To schedule a
professional 2015 Feng Shui Consultation,
contact Michele at (520) 647-4887 or send an
email to spaceharmony@gmail.com.

hiking in nature, cooking,

What is Feng Shui?

Feng shui (or Wind and Water) is the practice of arranging your environment so that energy or

“Qi” flows gently and smoothly through your home or business. The principles of feng shui are
founded on traditional Chinese medicine, which is based on the dynamic opposites of yin and
yang, together with the five elements (water, wood, fire, earth and metal) as well as form, land-
scape, space orientation and time. Feng shui is about creating a natural equilibrium that promotes

health, harmony, stability and prosperity. Feng shui is based on the concept that everything is

connected and you and your envi-
ronment has a life force or energy
called “Qi.” Just as Qi flows through
your body, Qi also flows your
through living environment. When
the energy flow is stagnant, stuck,
obstructed or moves too quickly
unbalanced Qi may lead to ill
health, domestic strife or financial
concerns. Professional feng shui
advice, adjustments and blessings
help create nurturing energy in the
spaces and places we spend the
most time in, our homes and of-
fices. The goal is sustainable good
luck, good health, harmonious re-
lationships and prosperity.

HEALTH & FAMILY
"Strength"

MIDDLE LEFT

Wood
Blues & Greens

KNOWLEDGE &
SELF CULTIVATION
"Stillness"

FRONT LEFT

Earth
Black, blues & greens

CENTER
"Earth"

Yellow &
earth tones

CAREER
"Depth"

FRONT MIDDLE

Water
Black & dark tones

Door Wall

LOVE & MARRIAGE

"Receptivity"
REAR RIGHT
Earth
Reds, pinks, & whites

CREATIVITY &
CHILDREN
"Joy"

MIDDLE RIGHT

Metal
‘White & Pastels

HELPFUL PEOPLE
& TRAVEL
""Synchronicity"

FRONT RIGHT

Metal
‘White, grey & black

Quinn Berg

Broker Associate
Direct: 925.765.2996

quinn.berg@camoves.com
www.quinnberg.com
CalBRE #01872891 COLDUMZLL
EANKER O
BERIDEN AL ERSERALE

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a
registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office
is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304




Coming Soon! 125 Oak Bridge Lane

Alhambra Valley Ranchette Approx. |.67 enchanting acres

: - with amazing views of Briones

Park and the beautiful Alhambra
Valley. Large majestic oaks and
lovely gardens surround this 3
bedroom, 2 bathroom home.
Gentle fixer or start over with
building your dream home. Highly
rated schools and minutes to
Walnut Creek and Lamorinda.
More at 1250akbridge.com

Frank Woodward
Tina Jones
925-330-2620

WoodwardJonesTeam.com
Two Masters Providing
World Class Service

RSEAT Bl ol :

(alBRE#01335916/0885925 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent
contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

PACIFIC | CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

UNION

115 Devin Drive, Moraga
Desirable Moraga location plus a private & picturesque
yard are a plus for this charming three bedroom home with
formal dining room, family room and living room with fireplace.

Sold at $1,035,000 ¢« Represented the Buyer

Lisa Geary

925.808.8540
Lisa.Geary@pacunion.com
License #: 01885447

2 Theatre Sq, Suite 117
Orinda 925.258.0090
pacificunion.com

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Gt satisiion.: a el tactiion

Thinking about selling but
not sure where to start?

We can help. From sorting and
organizing, to sprucing up and staging,
we have teams of people who can get
the job done, and we'll oversee the

. . Wendy Holcenberg
project from start to finish. wendy@holcenberg.com
Even if you're waiting to sell until later 9c2:a|55{r<2520%é?7€7’9350

in the year, call us today so we can
develop a comprehensive preparation
and marketing plan to get you top
dollar with the least inconvenience.

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663

CalBRE#01373412

Let us handle the details. TTENN.

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are indep contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

I Dianne Ct., Lafayette

Beautifully updated custom home with approximately
2700 sq ft. boasts lovely indoor and outdoor spaces.
Privacy abounds on this gracious | acre lot situated
right next to the Lafayette Trail.

3 bedroom and 2 baths with vaulted ceilings and spacious
rooms all located on a single level. Quality workmanship and

attention to detail is apparent. Price $1,395,000
b ’

Shellie Abbes Kirby _

shellie@shelliekirby.com
HTL BT

925-872-4257

CalBRE#01251227. ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real
Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Digging Deep for May
By Cynthia Brian

BFFs (Best Friends Forever)

“Be careful the environment you choose for it will shape you; be careful the friends you choose for you will become like them.” — W. Clement Stone

Nasturtium is a supportive flower to many other
flowers and vegetables. ~ Photos Cynthia Brian

ople have acquaintances, friends, and best friends. We may like or dislike our acquaintances, get along with our friends,

and really love our best friends. In fact, when it comes to our best friends, we sometimes feel that we couldn’t live without

them. Most of the time, we discover that we are different than our BFFs, yet complementary. In the world of nature, plants have

favorite companions as well as ones that they wish they’d never encounter. By planting our gardens in potagers that include herbs,

fruits and flowers instead of in rows, we gain destructive insect-repellent properties, beneficial insect attractors with benefits of
higher yields and healthier plants.

Aswe start digging in our enriched earth this spring to plant our veggies, it is useful to know what specimens are compatible
and which ones repel one another. Like humans, plants encounter other plants that they don’t like, and when planted near one
another, neither thrives. The idea behind companion planting is to mix flowers and herbs in a patch together. Herbs have high
concentrations of aromatic oils that protect vulnerable plants from insect attacks, and many gardeners find that growing certain
plants together actually increases flavor in fruits or vegetables and fragrance in blossoms.

Some of the helpful herbs are rue, tansy, lavender, chamomile, Artemisia, savory, dill, rosemary, catnip, sage, thyme and pen-
nyroyal. Supportive flowers are marigold, nasturtium and nicotiana. Garlic and chives are happy bedfellows with roses and several
other plants, giving off an odor that deters aphids and blackspot. A brew of garlic tea sprayed on plants keeps pests at bay.
Chamomile has often been called “the plant’s physician” because it has a reputation for improving the health of surrounding
flowers and herbs. Pennyroyal keeps ants away, and marigolds deter beetles, white flies, and maybe even rabbits. Nicotiana works
on a trap principle where it will attract a predator, which are then caught in the sticky stems and leaves. Nasturtium is repulsive to
many bugs, beetles, and moths and improves flavors while providing a cascade of edible flowers with long blooming times.

It is fascinating that while one plant may be beneficial to many plants, it could be
harmful to some. Experiment companion planting with some of these popular home-

ADVANCE

TREE SERVICE¢
& Landscaping

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

California Trees

Lic.: #611120

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Darren lives his life with passion, and trees have been his passion since he was a kid, working
with his father in the tree care company, he is a firm believer in the power of planning, and in the
importance of giving back to those aspects of life that sustain you.

California has a rich horticultural history and many extraordinary specimens of trees can be seen
in nearly every community here. Each of the many tree species provides unique form, texture,
color and often aroma. These are the trees that provide shade, help to conserve energy, improves
property value, reduces storm-water runoff, sequester CO2, mitigate air pollution, and make
urban living healthier and more peaceful. “We all have a role to play in planning for the future of
our trees”. So invest in the future and plant the correct type of tree in the proper location.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, have a complete inspection by pHa
a Certified Arborist at Advance Tree Service and Landscaping a@ o

925-376-6528
advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book family plants together: and fennel are great together to fend
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.) off plant enemies.

grown vegetables and see if you experience a difference in quality, quantity, flavor and
pest resistance.

BEANS: Friends of beans include eggplant, beets, potatoes, peas, radish, chard, cucum-
ber, everything in the cabbage family, and marigolds. Enemies of beans are garlic, onions
and chives as they stunt growth.

... continued on next page

Your friendly ne/ghborhood 3
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

.1"

Plant beans and kale or other cabbage Calena’ula AKA ° poor man s saﬁ’ron
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KALE: Kale is currently the most hailed of the cabbage fam-
ily. Its BFFs include beets, celery, spinach, lettuce and chard.
Plant garlic nearby for improved growth and flavor.
CARROTS: Tomatoes, peppers, peas, radishes and beans
all are happy around carrots. Chives will increase flavor, rose-
mary and sage will keep the carrot flies from destroying the
crop — but keep the dill in a galaxy far, far away or you’ll have
stunted growth.

CORN: Don't plant corn next to tomatoes as the same worm
munches on both. Instead, corn enjoys companionship from
parsley, melon, pumpkin and beans. Plant marigolds to fend
off Japanese beetles.

EGGPLANT: One of my most favorite vegetables to plant,
it thrives with peppers and beans. Again, marigolds are
friends with eggplant.

LETT'UCE: So easy to grow in a home garden, throw some
seeds near strawberries, radishes and beets. Boost flavor and
aphid control with garlic and chives.

POTATOES: Allies are eggplant, corn, cabbages and beans.
Keep tomatoes and potatoes away from one another or you'll
attract blight. For protection from beetles, plant marigolds.
PUMPKINS: Every kid wants to grow his or her own Hal-
loween Jack O’Lantern. Squash and melons are good buddies
with pumpkins. Nasturtium and oregano provide the pest pro-
tection.

STRAWBERRIES: Thyme serves as border patrol. Lettuce,
bean, onion and spinach all like to party with strawberries,
but don't invite cabbage.

TOMATOES: We
already know that
potatoes and corn
are not to be
planted with toma-
toes, but you need
to know that dill
and kohlrabi will
stunt growth.
Friends include
basil, chives, mint,
celery, cucumber,
onion, parsley and
pepper —all the de-
licious ingredients
of a summer salad!

Grow tomatoes in a container
with BFFs, basil and peppers.

Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
L Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
Cynthia Brian is friends www.GoddessGardener.com
with all flowers. 925-377-STAR

I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

A basket of vegetables and herbs that have helped one
another thrive.

OUR HOMES LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: D1s

Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month
Reminders

CLEAR debris from your home and garden perimeter. Dried
limbs, leaves, and weeds need to be removed. Fire season is
upon us.

WATER deeply once or twice a week rather in short spurts.
You'll encourage stronger roots and save on your water bill,
too.

DOWNLOAD a new free App: “Growlt!” The app com-
bines user-uploaded photos and GPS utilization with the
ability to rate plants to help people find specific plants and
inspiration for your locale available at both the Apple App
and Google Play stores.

CUT twining stems of clematis for arrangements that will be
colorful and full for three weeks, or longer.

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

UE Rj
e Yy DQQ

0252589233
CELL: 510-847-6160
LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
OWNER/OPERATOR g4 INSURED

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM V¥ Lcrsiseas

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

. T A——
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Trees « Shrubs - Vines « Annuals - Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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ORINDA

B8 New Listing
96 Claremont Avenue
Charming unique bungalow in quiet
neighborhood. Warm 1672sf home
w/2bd/2ba situated on private .11ac lot
surrounded by oaks. Updated kitchen,
high ceilings, hardwood floors.

$699,000

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

MG, 38 it
=3
New Listing

1 El Verano Old World charm
exquisitely remodeled 3bd/3ba
Orinda C.C. home. State of the Art
kit. opens to Fam Rm. Hdwd flrs,
Venetian plastered walls. Landscaped
w/rock walls, fruit trees & patio.
$1,325,000

. New Listing

87 Tara Road Private 1.69ac
knoll setting w/in area of ideal conv.
of Orinda's popular Glorietta
neighborhood. Large living/dining
rm. Ideal separation of space in a
traditional floor plan.

13 Muth Drive Location
Location! Single story 4 bed, 2 bath
home w/ 2449 sq. ft. resides on .56
acres. Close proximity to commute,
restaurants & top rated schools.

$1,175,000 $1,195,000

ORINDA

10 Tarry Lane Charming &
well appointed 4bd/3ba home
w/functional fIr pln ideal for
comfort & entertaining. Dual
paned windows, hdwd flrs, granite
counters & custom tiles. Beautiful

gardens! $1,625,000

ORINDA ORINDA MORAGA

: New Ltstmg

811 Crossbrook Drive
Updated & light-filled home in
desirable Corliss Neighborhood. 4
Bed + Office, 3.5 baths, hardwood
floors. Plenty of indoor/outdoor
living space.

= New Lzstmg

1 Hartford Road North Orinda
beauty, built in 2007, this custom
5031 square foot, 6 bedroom, 4.5
bath home with 3 car garage is
situated on a secluded level 1.06
acre lot.

68 Smglngwood Lane
Spectacular custom home on cul-
de-sac w/hill views. Over 5,000sf
6bd/5.5ba home on 1.7 acres.
Chef's kit adjoins fam rm, hwd flrs,
vaulted ceils. Level lawns, drought

tolerant plantings. $2,450,000 $2,850,000 $1,595,000

LAFAYETTE

" New Lzstmg
3830 Palo Alto Drive Rare find
in Happy Valley. Custom Mid
Century on .78 acres. 4 bedrooms,
2.5 baths, pool, big views. Walk to
school and town.

$1,785,000

LAFAYETTE

LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

=T

: New Llstmg
1253 Rose Lane Happy Valley
.5ac fabulous 2 story traditional.
Beautifully appointed, high ceilings
on both levels, hdwd flrs, French
drs, 2 staircases, study, kit/fam rm
opens to gorgeous yard.

$2,895,000

" New Lzstmg

1141 Vallec1t0 Court Treasured
Happy Valley estate custom built in
2006 w/finest craftsmanship. Chef's
kitchen, gorgeous master, ofc, fam
rm, home gym. Pool, spa, frplc &
level lawn w/views. Detached guest

house. $3,900,000

i g 8= New Price
4038 Happy Valley Road
Happy Valley 2 acre estate,
exquisite priv. setting, views, level
yard, stylish beaut. updates, walls of
glass, high ceilings, dramatic 2
story living. Lrg fam rm, 2 offices,

great schools. $2,495,000

LAFAYETTE

1155 Camino Vallecito Happy
Valley masterpiece by architect
Joseph Esherick. Exquisite
sophisticated style, high ceilings,
French drs, walls of glass. Priv. 2 ac
w/views, guest quarters, beautiful

grounds, pool. $4,650,000

PLEASANT HILL PLEASANT HILL WALNUT CREEK

New Llstmg
1861 Parkside Drive Great
location close to Town/Bart/
Shops/Schools/more! Light & bright
3bd/2.5ba newer construction home
w/vaulted ceilings, dual pane
wndws, newer carpet, attached 2 car

garage. $699,000

2= New Listing
203 Hazel Drive Walk to town,
movies, walking trails & schools
from this cute home. Lovely level
backyard w/mature trees. Living rm
w/frplc, dining area w/French doors
to patio, backyard.

1906 Marguerlte Avenue
Nicely updated home on large
corner lot! Remodeled kitchen with
birch faced cabinets, granite
counters & gas cooktop. Wonderful
pool with great entertaining

$429,000  backyard! $610,000
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