
      
And in Lafayette, Public Works

Director Mike Moran said they are
adding mulch to the center medians
and roadside landscaping to help re-
tain moisture and dress up areas
where some plants may fail.

      
Moran also came up with a water

budget that reduces water use com-
pared to historic use for each of the
water meters, which he reads each
week to see if the city is meeting its
budget. If not, he said the city will
make adjustments to reduce the wa-
tering schedule. He added that
Lafayette is converting most of the re-
maining spray heads (except for turf
areas) to a drip, or low-flow bubbler
irrigation system.

      
At the Acalanes Union High

School District, Chris Learned, the di-
rector of business practices, said one
of the district’s main strategies is to
involve students in identifying areas
of waste and proposing solutions.
The targets for water reduction in-
clude lawn areas not used for sports
practices that could be converted into
something else. While the AUHSD
has four synthetic fields, there is no
plan at this time to add more.  

      
At Saint Mary's College, the

Chapel Lawn and athletic fields are
not currently being considered for
water reductions – athletic fields will
be maintained to meet NCAA stan-
dards for playability and safety, ac-
cording to SMC Director of Media
Relations Mike McAlpin.  But other
conservation strategies will continue
to be implemented, such as using wa-
terless urinals, low-flow shower
heads and toilets, replacing aerators
on sink faucets to water restrictors, re-
placing a natural turf field with an ar-
tificial turf field, reducing water
runoff when irrigating, and incorpo-
rating drought-tolerant plants in de-
sign guidelines.  These measures led
to a 12 to 15 percent water reduction
in 2014.  This year, the college re-
ceived a 20 percent reduction goal
from its 2013 consumption level, and
has a self-imposed target of 25 per-
cent.   

      
The most visible high water users

are the country clubs.  

      
Moraga Country Club’s General

Manager Andrew Scott confirmed
that the club received a 40 percent
water reduction goal from EBMUD.
“With approximately 100 irrigated
acres, we are going to discontinue ir-
rigating roughly 40 acres of our golf
course,” said Scott.  This year the club
will study capturing runoffs, and is
considering a gray water-recycling
project. Some yellow and brown may
appear at MCC, but not on putting
greens.

      
The Orinda Country Club oper-

ates under completely different para-
digm, since it has its own private
source of water: Lake Cascade. “Our
lake has risen to near capacity from
rainfall runoff, which is our only
source of filling,” said Bob Lapic,
OCC’s director of course mainte-
nance. “This has allowed us to use a
very modest amount of EBMUD
water for areas where lake water is
not appropriate.”   OCC also has a
fully integrated system to minimize
water use and the country club is also
looking into new grass. “Advances in
fescue seed breeding is dramatic and
OCC intends to take full advantage of
this. These grasses not only use less
water but also require less fertilizer
and chemicals,” said Lapic. “We want
a fully integrated system that pro-
duces the best product using the least
amount of resources.” 

      
Marguerite Young, the recently

elected EBMUD board member for
Lafayette and Moraga, among other
municipalities, believes that the long-
term solution for California involves
a statewide approach including inno-
vations in agricultural water use.  But
enacting changes will take time.

      
Meanwhile, to help offset the

need for water for its customers this
year, EBMUD purchased 16,000 acre
feet of water from the Sacramento
River to replenish water in the San
Pablo and Upper San Leandro reser-
voirs.  

      
“(But) we can't buy our way out

of the drought,” warned Abby
Figueroa, EBMUD’s public informa-
tion representative. “People need to
reduce their use.”
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EBMUD replenishing the Upper San Leandro Reservoir, after purchasing
water that comes from the Sacramento River. Photo Sophie Braccini

Lafaye�e Partners in Educa�on would like to Thank our 
2014-2015 Real Estate Partners in Educa!on 
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Julie Barlier 
Empire Realty Associates 
(925)588-4300 
jbarlier@empirera.com 
www.juliebarlier.com 
 
Dana H. Green, Realtor  
(925)339-1918  
Dana@DanaGreenTeam.com 
www.DanaGreenTeam.com  

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

SILVER SPONSOR 
 

Ray Clavin 
RE/MAX Accord 
(925)297-0308 
(510)295-3974 
RayClavin@sbcglobal.net 
www.homeforall.net 

Jus!n Bundy 
J Rockliff Realtors  
(925)855-4030  
Jus�n@jus�nbundy.com  
www.jus�nbundy.com 
 

GOLD SPONSOR 

Patricia & Ashley Ba"ersby 
Village Associates 
(925)253-2526-Patty, (925)253-6451-Ashley 
pb@patriciaba�ersby.com 
www.patriciaba�ersby.com 

Sue Layng 
Village Associates 
(925)963-7189 
sue@suelayng.com 
www.suelayng.com 

Julie Del Santo 
Dudum Real Estate Group 
(925)818-5500 
julie@dudum.com 
www.dudum.com 

Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA  94563 
(925)254-0505 
www.VillageAssociates.com 

RayClavin@sbcgloba

l.net

Our Real Estate Partners know GREAT SCHOOLS  
contribute to a GREAT COMMUNITY 

Lisa Brydon, Kris! Ives & Kaaren Brickman 
Alain Pinel Realtors 
(925)285-8336 
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com 
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com 
  

PENDING! 
$3,345,000 

117 Wilderness Lane, Lafaye�e 
Greg Boudreau 
(925) 765-9550 

ACTIVE! 
$1,595,000 

20 Saint Hill Road, Orinda 
 Charlene McHugh 

(925) 254-8870 

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 100 | Orinda 94563 | (925) 258-4088 | www.bhhsdrysdale.com 
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.   

JUST LISTED! 
$515,000 

3260 Marlene Dr., Lafaye�e 
Jennifer Griessel 
(925) 382-7484 

JUST LISTED! | $1,550,000 | 978 Victoria Court, Lafaye�e 
Maria Eberle (415) 710-6937 




