
It’s summer and that means people all over are
cleaning out, dusting off and remodeling. Even

businesses take time during the slower summer
months to clear out storage areas, and tidy up. How
do I know? We get called for design solutions during
the summer months. It finally dawned on me: People

are clearing the decks and then our phone rings!
Garage sales, tag sales and all manner of scouting takes
place as clients and friends look for vintage, antique
and unique pieces to either streamline from, or infuse
into, their interior designs from homes to offices.

          
This month’s stylish suburbanite tip? Pick up

pieces that work into an already established look in
our homes: I call it “the little black dress” approach. 

          
Just like building a wardrobe, designing a

home takes forethought. One of the best prepara-
tions is to have a good understanding of what you
need and why, especially if you find yourself out and
about. If not, you will end up selling next summer
what you picked on a whim this summer.

          
My favorite tip? Go vintage.

          
There are perfect well-made furniture frames

out there sitting under an old pieces of upholstery.
My team and I are constantly on the lookout for
these beauties and they come in all shapes and sizes.
They can be chairs, sofas, settees, ottomans, stools
… anything that has old upholstery on it.  Here’s
how to change that vintage find into a showstopper:

          
1) Identify the type of furniture and look

for classic styling and good lines, not too many
squeaks or tilts. (Note: Some squeaking and tilting
may be OK and fixable with smaller repairs and
pegs/screws).  

          
Take the example of a chair. Many people like

chairs that work in guest rooms and that migrate
into an office for clients then move into the family
room for a party. Three uses, one piece. I love that.
This fits into the “Little Black Dress” type. 

          
One example was a wing chair frame with

hideous upholstery. We knew from testing for
squeaks and tilts that the frame was solid and well
constructed, so $275 later, the chair was ours.

                                                   
... continued on page D4
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for August   ...read on page D10Stylish Solutions 
Finding the Proverbial Vintage ìLittle Black
Dressî for Your Decor 
By Ann McDonald

Wing Chairs are classics. I especially like this frame because it has a curved side flange and a curved front
leading edge. Photos courtesy Couture Chateau LLC
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
5
3
8

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$407,500
$970,000
$466,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$1,487,500
$1,464,000
$2,250,000

LAFAYETTE
1 Ewart, $986,500, 3 Bdrms, 1675 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 5-29-15
3182 Old Tunnel Road #D, $407,500, 852 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 5-27-15; 

Previous Sale: $442,000, 03-10-06
3198 Stanley Boulevard, $570,000, 4 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 5-28-15
1255 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,360,000, 4 Bdrms, 2970 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 5-29-15
761 Tofflemire Drive, $1,487,500, 3 Bdrms, 2302 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 5-29-15
MORAGA
1623 Camino Pablo, $970,000, 4 Bdrms, 2102 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-29-15
44 Kazar Court, $1,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 2053 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 5-28-15
1404 Rimer Drive, $1,464,000, 4 Bdrms, 2784 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-27-15
ORINDA
30 Brookside Road, $2,190,000, 4 Bdrms, 3181 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 5-29-15
73 Brookwood Road #33, $466,000, 2 Bdrms, 882 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 5-27-15; 

Previous Sale: $249,000, 02-17-12
464 Camino Sobrante, $955,000, 3 Bdrms, 2153 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 5-29-15
470 Miner Road, $1,825,000, 3 Bdrms, 3252 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 5-29-15
735 Miner Road, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 3248 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 5-29-15
737 Miner Road, $2,250,000, 5 Bdrms, 4088 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 5-29-15
522 Moraga Way, $1,390,000, 4 Bdrms, 2872 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 5-29-15
8 Owl Hill Road, $1,105,000, 3 Bdrms, 2217 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 5-28-15

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR

HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

EXCELLENT TIME to take advantage of  strong
demand to get the highest possible price on your
home and buy something else while interest rates
are still low. They will go up.
If  I had a Buyer for your home would you sell it?

SALE PENDING

35 Canyon View Dr, Orinda
Modern Home with 

Pastoral Vista 
Offered at $1,495,000

SALE PENDING

97 Oak Rd, Orinda

Entertainer's dream home
with a pool 

Offered at $1,498,000

NEW PRICE 

114 Lucille Way, Orinda
Private Retreat Close to

Downtown
Offered at $1,320,000

FOR SALE
5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda

Breathtaking Mediterranean
Style Estate 

Offered at $3,295,000

FOR SALE
167 Stein Way, Orinda

Exclusive Retreat with Views
close to Downtown
Offered at $1,798,000

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299   Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.875% 3.875% 4.125% 4.125%

15 Year Fixed 3.125% 3.125% 3.375% 3.375%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!

4.125% /4.199% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

ANGIE CLAY

925.207.9366

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

JON WOOD TEAM

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

PAT AMES

925.330.5849

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

Proud to be affi liated with
WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

3 PASEO LINARES, MORAGA  $1,695,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

MUST

SEE
!

115 CORAL DRIVE, ORINDA  $1,125,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

SOLD
2850 CRESTON ROAD, WALNUT CREEK $850,000

TERESA ZOCCHI 925.360.8662

SOLD

3483 HAMLIN ROAD, LAFAYETTE  $1,499,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

LEGACY COURT, ALAMO  $3,495,000

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

PEN
DING

108 HARDIE DRIVE, MORAGA  $998,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

COMING

SOON

19 TOTTERDELL, ORINDA  $1,075,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

NEW

PRICE

25 WEST PARK COURT, WALNUT CREEK  $849,000

JANE SMITH 925.998.1914

PEN
DING
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INTERNATIONAL
DIAMOND SOCIETY

BAY AREA TOP 100

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are inde-

pendent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Looking to sell or buy?  

Chad Morrison
Direct: 925.253.4650
Mobile: 925.330.1416

chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com    
www.sellinglamorinda.com CalBRE# 01905614

Now is a great time for both. 
Contact me for a free market 

analysis of your home.

Stylish Solutions 
Vintage Decor ... continued from page D1

          
If I had contracted my frame maker to create this

same model from scratch, the wood construction alone,
not including springs and eight-way hand ties, would
have been $650-$700, wholesale. It has a curved front
edge and curved wing flanges – not inexpensive details,
yet they were ‘hidden’ under ugly.

          
As it was, we had a terrific model to work from for

less than half the cost. Score!

           
2) Strip the upholstery using the proper tools.

When I purchased this chair, before I sent it off to my up-
holstery shop, my warehouse manager stripped the fabric
to make sure we had a great quality frame.

          
I like doing this before it goes out because it gives

my upholstery shop a clean slate to work with. It also
lets us examine the frame to see if glue, pegs or screws
will be required to strengthen it before any fabric goes
on. You can also change paint/stain at this point.

          
3) Cover in well-made muslin. People often ask

us why we do this. I want to make sure it sits properly.
By covering a frame with muslin, a client can sit and
test. It costs more, but better before than after.

          
The muslin is an undergarment for slipcovers and

a test model for upholstery.

          
4) Have a slipcover made (even if re-uphol-

stery is the goal). Yes, we still do this. Many slipcovers
of old have bad raps – poor quality, with no lining or
details. I like slipcovers because they suit mind-chang-
ing. We often spec seasonal incarnations for rooms, so
spaces are refreshed easily. They also protect upholstery

fabric from sun during harsh summers. It’s why we line
and interline whenever possible.

          
Let me know of your finds and frames, hits and

misses, and if you find the perfect “Little Black Dress
Frame.”

          
Happy Summer!

The back will be finished off in our custom lining, making
the muslin covered chair ready for a custom slipcover.

Ann McDonald, IIDA, NAPO, is the
Founder/CEO of Couture Chateau, a luxury
interior design firm in Orinda. For a complete
blog post including other design ideas, visit
www.couturechateau.com/blog.
Join Ann and her team at the annual Designer
Clearance Sale from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday,
July 31 at 5 Tappan Lane in Orinda.  For our
exclusive sale email list with coupons, visit
http://couturechateau.com/designer-clearance/.
To see what a sale is like enjoy this video from
2012: https://youtu.be/jgxjl4XmOYQ.



//NEW LISTING

UNIQUE
CUSTOM HOME
& VINEYARD

Sue Layng
// BROKER

925.963.7189 
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

This wonderful Ranch style home was built by 
the current owner for their family in 1966 and is 
�lled with happy memories and lots of love. The 
perfect home for entertaining both large and 
small intimate groups of friends and family.

Highlights include: 
• 2844 square feet
• 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, a formal living room, separate 
dining room, eat-in kitchen with adjoining family room

• A second family room/playroom. 

• Private Deck with amazing views
• 90 Vine Vineyard

74 Estates Drive, Orinda

//OPEN - Sunday, 1 -4pm 



©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real
Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is
owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Dana Reedy | JD
925.253.4621 Direct

Dana.reedy@camoves.com
www.DanaReedyHomes.com
Cal BRE # 01880723

DAVID PIERCE
Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct:  925 254 5984
david.pierce@cbnorcal.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Offered at $3,195,000 • 15HilldaleCourt.com

15 Hilldale Court, Orinda
�is fabulous property consists of a 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bathroom, 5,270± square 

foot home on 2 levels sited on 1.53± acres of park-like grounds featuring a 
large circular paver driveway, lush lawns, exterior lighting, fountains, beautiful 

gardens, numerous patio spaces and an outdoor kitchen. Relax around the pool 
and spa or challenge yourself on the full-size tennis court. All this plus nearly 

200 producing Merlot grapevines for the discerning wine enthusiast.

Coming Soon!

208 El Toyonal, Orinda
Gorgeous 1939 California ranch exquisitely remodeled by Branagh Development 

with top of the line everything.  Classic and sophisticated with rich hardwood floors, 
Chef’s kitchen with gourmet appliances, custom cabinets, Ann Sachs tiles, built-in 

banquette.  3 bedrooms, 3 full bath, large formal living and dining rooms, plus o�ce 
and family room.  Professionally designed landscaping and manicured gardens on 
.44± acre, 4 minutes to Orinda Village, BART, and Freeways.  Top Orinda Schools!  

O�ered at $1,495,000 | 208ElToyonal.com

Stunning & Sophisticated in Orinda

Nancy Rothman
Dan Walner
510.701.0230 | 510.205.7159
nrothman@pacunion.com  
dan.walner@pacunion.com
License #: 01016626 | 01915545

55+ Community



STILL #1 FOR A REASON | 2010 THROUGH 2015

Contra Costa's Best
Realtor

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

Award-winning 5BR/4.5 BA, 4750± sq. ft. retreat on a 2.5± acre view parcel. 
Offered at $3,850,000 • 4RidgeOrinda.com

4 Ridge Lane, Orinda 

  Call to View!

Beautiful 4BR +/3BA, 4710± sq. ft. traditional on a 1.1± acre Happy Valley lot.
Offered at $3,275,000 • 1231RoseLane.com

��������	�
��	
�
����	��	�

  Call to View!

4BR + bonus/3BA, 2785± sq. ft. home on a 1.13± acre Reliez Valley view lot.
Offered at $1,775,000 • 1493RanchoView.com

��������������	������	
�
����	��	

  Open Sun. 1-4!

Updated & expanded 5BR/3BA, 1983± sq. ft. Poet’s Corner charmer on .22± acre lot.
Offered at $785,000 • 170StewartCircle.com

������	���������!	
�"!	������#�!!

  Just Listed • 1st Open Sun. 1-4!

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

51 San Pablo Court, Moraga

Jason Evans
Mobile: 925-788-3889
Jason.evans@camoves.com

www.JasonEvansRealEstate.com

CalBRE#01887768

Top rated Schools, school bus stop 3 doors away. Remodeled Kitchen, Master Bath

and First Floor Bath. Newer Roof and Furnace. Shuttered Windows, Living Room

and Dining room. Built 1974. Views of rolling hills behind Saint Mary’s College. Cul-

de- Sac Bluffs community. Level Drive with basketball hoop. Grass lawn in back.

Wood deck in Valley in back. 2 storage sheds on west side of lot. Terraced Garden

area on east side of lot. Terraced Flower garden and Trees in back. Near Saint Mary’s

College. Low Maintenance Front Landscaping. Flat Orchard Area in Back. No Pets.

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Open House Sat & Sun 1-4 • 5 Bedrooms, 

1 on ground floor

• 3 Bathrooms, 

1 on ground floor

• 2,774 Square Feet 

approximately, 

• 2 Story

• 3 Car Garage

• 0.46 Acres 

approximately

Offered at $1,585,000 

Giving Dreams an Address    

Village Associates Real Estate
welcomes

Jenny Lyons Wilhite  
as a sales associate

Village Associates is pleased to announce that Jenny Lyons Wilhite has joined our firm.

Jenny was born and raised in Orinda and graduated from Miramonte High School in 2000.

She excelled in both Water Polo and Swimming at Miramonte and swam competitively

year round for Orinda Aquatics. After a short swimming career at UCSB she transferred to

Cal. Upon graduating from Cal in 2004, Jenny embarked on a successful career in

Commercial Real Estate. For 10 years Jenny sold and leased real estate in Southern

California as a broker with CBRE. If you are looking to buy or sell a home, Jenny brings

a sophisticated level of client service and transaction expertise, as well as extensive local

market knowledge to the residential side of the business in the Lamorinda area.

Jenny Lyons Wilhite  
Village Associates Real Estate
93 Moraga Way #103, Orinda
925.890.8371
jenny@lamorindajenny.com
CalBre#01477710
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Lamorinda Landscapers Earn Beautification Awards
By Cathy Dausman 

Twelve local landscapers were recently honored with beautification awards “for ex-
cellence in landscape installation and maintenance,” said the East Bay chapter of

the California Landscape Contractors Association. A total of 25 awards were presented
in 15 categories culled from 42 entries, encompassing residential and commercial land-
scape construction, maintenance and renovation, water features, outdoor lighting and
water-saving, California-friendly landscaping contractors. Seven awards went to projects
completed in Lamorinda.  In Lafayette Roxy Designs won an award for a “new normal”

landscape, as did Calvin Craig Landscaping (outdoor living and hillside restoration cat-
egory), Lazar Landscape Design & Construction, and Garden Lights. Terra Landscape
was recognized for both small commercial installation and large commercial mainte-
nance in Moraga.  Lazar Landscape picked up a second award for an Orinda project, as
did Garden Lights. California Landscape Contractors’ Association is a nonprofit,
statewide trade association of licensed landscape and specialty contractors. The East
Bay chapter has approximately 91 regular members. 

Special Effects Lighting winner by Garden Lights
Landscape and Pool Development

Small residential maintenance category winner Lazar Landscape Design &
Construction

Sustainable landscape installation category winner Roxy Designs

Medium residential installation winner by Garden
Lights Landscape and Pool Development 

Small Design Build Installation winner Calvin Craig
Landscaping Photos provided

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

Some level of risk must be accepted to experience the benefits that the tree provides.
Fortunately, tree failure is an infrequent occurrence. Serious damage, injury, or death from
tree failure is rare. Tree failures during normal weather conditions are sometimes
predictable and preventable. Decisions on whether a tree inspection is required or what
level of assessment is appropriate should be made by an arborist with the consideration for
what is a reasonable and proportional to the specific condition and situations. Have an
arborist from Advance Tree Service take the risk away by assessing your trees health today.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree Service and
Landscaping to help you assess your risk today.
Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew EdwardsRISK ASSESSMENT



WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
CalBRE#00637795

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
CalBRE#01373412

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real

Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a

Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and
are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker

Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

This 4 bedroom, 2 bath home is
located on a cul-de-sac with room
to play, relax, and enjoy. Enter
through a large, welcoming front
patio to a spacious, light-filled family
room. Beyond are the kitchen and
dinette, opening onto the yard with
pool. The formal living and dining
rooms provide ample space for
entertaining. There is a roomy
master and three other generous
bedrooms. With new paint and
carpet, and close to top-rated
schools and shopping, your new
home is ready and waiting.
More information: www.9Fleuti.com.  

Offered at $1,039,000 

Single Story Cul-de-Sac Home With Sparkling Pool
9 Fleuti Drive, Moraga

Just 
Liste

d

J. Rockcliff Realtors welcomes the award winning team of 
Larry Duson and Jeanne Jones to their real estate family. 

“Larry and Jeanne are exciting additions to our Lamorinda team,” said Larry Williams, vice president and man-

ager of J. Rockcliff Realtors’ Lamorinda of�ce. “They bring great energy and professionalism to their approach 

in creating successful and seamless transactions. In addition, their deep knowledge of our market makes for 

a powerful combination. They are always committed to getting it right the �rst time.” 

To learn more about Larry & Jeanne or J. Rockcliff Realtors
please visit our web site at www.rockcliff.com  

Our Lafayette of�ce is located at 3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in Lafayette

Larry Duson & Jeanne Jones 
joined The East Bay’s Premier Real Estate Company.

DUSON & JONES
www.DusonJonesHomes.com | 925.989.2262

Cal BRE# 01935091 / 01935092
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August is nearly upon us, the most traveled month of the year. Before the craziness of
the school year begins, families are rushing to enjoy the last of the lazy, hazy days of

summer. Summer has sped by and before we know it, autumn will be here.  The drought has
been the conversation du jour at every gathering I’ve attended. There’s nothing we can do to
prevent a drought, but there are some strategies we can enact to help minimize the effect it has

on our landscapes. As our healthy green foliage droops and wilts, leaves develop crispy brown
edges, flowers fade quickly, and everything grows more slowly. The weakening of our plants
encourages insect infestation and disease. Before we embark on additional August adventures,
it’s important to prepare your garden for your absence. This month’s gardening guide includes
a few tips so that you can carry your “beautiful” with you wherever you go.

A swath of marigolds lights up a soothing garden area. Photos Cynthia Brian

Sunflowers make us smile.
Get creative with your castoffs. Add art to
the garden!

Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide For August
By Cynthia Brian
“Though we travel the world over to find the beautiful, we must carry it with us or we find it not.”    ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

•      APPLY mulch in a layer of two to three inches deep. Mulching your garden
will keep the soil cooler while keeping the moisture near the roots longer. Plus
mulch shields plants from the direct sunlight.

•      RUN soaker hoses under the mulch to maximize water savings. Soaker hoses
keep the foliage dry, preventing common fungal diseases while reducing evap-
oration from the heat.

•      REPAIR leaks in hoses and check your irrigation system before you go on hol-
iday. A single broken sprinkler head will waste copious amounts of water and
you won’t be happy with an outrageous water bill upon your return.

•      WATER deeply before you leave on your trip. Most plants need an inch of water
a week to stay healthy. Set sprinkler timers accordingly.

•      DEADHEAD annuals. When your zinnias, marigolds, dahlias and petunias
start getting leggy or are spent, clip off the blooms. Plants exert extra energy to
produce seeds. By deadheading, you’ll get more blooms!

•      WEED, weed, weed. Even in a drought, weeds sprout up robbing your precious
plants of the water they require. Be an extreme weeder and pull out anything
that doesn’t belong in your garden. Your other plants will thank you. 

•      MOVE container plantings to the shade of an overhang as they demand more
frequent watering when days are warm. 

•      THINK about planting a more drought tolerant garden in the fall. If you need
to fill in your landscape, consider native grasses, yarrow, and a plethora of beau-
tiful succulents.

•      PRUNE suckers growing from trees and roses as these zap the strength of the
mother plant and may kill the rootstock. 

•      PICK peaches, nectarines and apples as they ripen. Place a bowl on the counter,
pack a few in your backpack, refrigerate the extras, or make simple cobblers,
pies and crisps, even on camping trips.

•      INSTALL a dry creek or river rock bed. Your dry creek will be pretty and useful
all year long. When winter rains come, the water will be directed to areas you wish. 

•      GROW sunflowers not only for the ornamental or decorative value, but for the
nutritious seeds that birds adore. Sunflowers can also bring a smile to your face.

•      ZERO-SCAPE, actually xeriscape, to conserve water while benefiting from a
beautiful garden. The benefit of xeriscaping is a low-maintenance garden that
is drought resistant, water conserving, with a habitat for wildlife.

•      DRY FARM your tomatoes and grapes. The vines may look terrible, but the
fruit will be filled with flavor, richness and color. 

•      LEAVE your grass clippings on the lawn to act as recycling mulch. Make sure
your mower height is set to three inches high, as high mown grasses can better
withstand drought conditions. When winter rains arrive, lawns will bounce
back.
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•     TRASH can become artistic treasure in the garden.
Can you be creative with repurposed odds and ends?
Give it a try.  The recycle bin is nearby when ingenuity
fails.

•     PLANT drought tolerant perennials such as pentste-
mon, agastache, yarrow, blanket flower, lamb’s ear,
Echinacea, lavender, Russian sage and sedum. 

•     DRY herbs before they go to seed. Cilantro (corian-
der), dill, fennel, parsley and mint are welcome ingre-
dients in winter cuisine when the fresh herbs are not
available.

•     PERUSE bulb catalogues to determine what you want
to order or locally buy to plant in the fall. Narcissus,
tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, anemones and more will be
available in a month. 

•     WATCH out for errant sparks from fire pits, barbecues,
candles, and tiki torches. It’s fire season all year! Make
sure the perimeter of your house is brush and weed free
providing a safety zone and firebreak.

•     INVOLVE your children in maintaining the vegetable
garden. They will want to eat what they grow as sum-
mer snacks. Once school commences, they’ll be proud
to pack a healthy lunch that they grew themselves.  

•     SAVE seeds from marigolds, hollyhocks, cosmos and
other annuals as their summer life span ends. Next
spring, plant these seeds for another display of splendor.

•     SAVOR the sweet days of August whether you are at
home or away. Lounge by the pool, curl up on the
chaise with a great book, water ski, visit a botanical gar-
den, hike in the hills, or roast some marshmallows!
Have fun!

Carry your beautiful world with you. Mother Nature rules!

Happy Gardening and happy growing.
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LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE PLEASANT HILL WALNUT CREEK

136 Ravenhill Road  Lovely
2bd/2ba, 2216sf townhome full of
space, oversized rms, high ceilings
+ light. Charming decor, natural
colors, lots of style by artist owner.
Easy in/outdoor living, patios, very
tranquil. $899,000

20 Austin Court Beautiful 2
story, 2529 sf home situated on cul
de sac on priv. 1.45 ac. lot w/pool,
spa & extensive patios, master
retreat, office, gourmet kitchen,
spacious living room & formal
dining room.             $1,350,000

224 La Espiral Spacious open flr
pln features extensive oak millwork,
hdwd & travertine floors, Anderson
wndws, skylights, beamed ceilings,
granite countertops, stunning
gourmet kitchen. Priv. gated .5ac lot.

$1,375,000

25 Rustic Way  Impressive
property w/top-of-the-hill privacy,
fab. views & custom built 6bd/5.5ba
home of apx. 8514sf on 8.14 acres.
Racquetball court, pool w/unique
waterslide, tennis court. Mins to top-
rated schools. $3,695,000

633 Augusta Drive Fabulous
sunny end unit located at court's end.
Deck opens to lagoon + greenbelt.
Walk to clubhouse, tennis, pool,
shops. Large bonus can be 3rd bdrm.
Versatile loft ideal for ofc/ sitting rm.

$795,000

44 Lynwood Place  Single-
level on cul-de-sac. Great
possibility for expansion of house
and huge potential in yard. LP
neighborhood. Large .41 acre lot
backs to open space.

$995,000

390 Birchwood Drive  Rheem
Valley Manor executive 3bd/2ba,
2,060sf rancher on .37ac w/big
views, HW flrs, new carpet & paint.
Low maint. level yd w/raised beds
for veggies off kitchen/family room
combo. $1,050,000

5 Whiting Court Sonsara
Mediterranean 3 bedroom, 2.5
bath, open kitchen/ family room
combo, spa-like master bath, in-
door laundry, sunny courtyard.
Single level, like new.

$1,485,000

3755 Highland Road
Incredible Views Abound! Fantastic
4bd/2.5ba, 1972sf home situated in
one of the most convenient, close-in
Laf. neighborhds near schools,
downtown, BART, Hwy 24, & Laf.
Reservoir. $975,000

4038 Happy Valley Road
Happy Valley premium location.
Gated estate on private 2+ acre
setting, views, two offices, high
ceilings, walls of glass, level yard,
resort pool/spa. 4 car garage. Unique
& priced to sell! $2,295,000

3921 Happy Valley Road
Fabulous gated estate in coveted Happy
Valley. Custom home w/beautiful
landscaping, pool w/waterfall, patios
&decks. Hdwd & marble flrs. Chef ’s
Kit/Fam. rm. Au pair set-up. Walk to
HV School. Views! $2,595,000

23 Sessions Road  Gated
English Manor 12.18 acre 5bd/6ba
Estate. Grand foyer, living, family
rms + "Club" rm, deluxe kitchen,
dramatic solarium + executive
office. Gorgeous grounds w/lap
pool/lawns, views. $3,696,000

1141 Vallecito Court Treasured
Happy Valley estate custom built in
2006 w/finest craftsmanship. Chef's
kitchen, gorgeous master, ofc, fam
rm, home gym. Pool, spa, frplc &
level lawn w/views. Detached guest
house. $3,900,000

1155 Camino Vallecito Happy
Valley masterpiece by architect
Joseph Esherick. Exquisite
sophisticated style, high ceilings,
French drs, walls of glass. Priv. 2 ac
w/views, guest quarters, beautiful
grounds, pool. $4,150,000

2180 Geary Road #1 
Lovely single level end unit. Rare
3 bedroom & 2 bath condo that
lives like a single family home.
Fabulous location. A must see! 

$489,000

241 Walnut Avenue
Wonderful updated ranch home in
desirable Northgate! Gorgeous
remodeled master baths, hardwood
flrs, dual pane windows, paver
driveway & patio, huge level yard
& much more! $759,000
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