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PG&E’s Tree Problem

By Cathy Tyson

Trees near PG&E gas transmission lines will be evaluated throughout
Lafayette as part of the Community Pipeline Safety Initiative. Photo C.Tyson

Lafayette residents can expect to
see tree by tree evaluations
along gas transmission lines that dis-
sect the city in the near future. The
utility’s concern is that vegetation and
tree roots may create corrosion that
can damage gas lines over time, cre-
ating a safety hazard.

With gas lines running along Mt.
Diablo Boulevard, through Briones,
near the Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail, St. Mary’s Road, Happy Valley
Road, and Olympic Boulevard,
PG&E will be partnering with prop-
erty owners of those parcels, the City
of Lafayette, the East Bay Municipal
Utility District and the East Bay Re-
gional Park District to work together
to address potential tree root damage
that can affect gas transmission
pipelines, so that first responders can
quickly intervene in case of an emer-
gency.

At a recent city council meeting
Lafayette resident and government re-
lations manager for PG&E, Tom
Guarino, highlighted a framework of
principles hammered out at a recent
meeting between the two agencies
and the city “to proceed in a much
more collaborative fashion.”

This effort is part of the Commu-
nity Pipeline Safety Initiative, which
strives to make safety improvements
in gas transmission lines after the
2010 explosion in San Bruno, which
killed eight people and injured 66.
This is the second version of the plan;
the first was launched two years ago,
called Pipeline Pathways, which did
not receive a warm reception.

With a top priority of safety,

Guarino explains that they “rebooted
the program.” This particular compo-
nent is part of an overall plan that in-
cludes pressure testing of gas lines,
installing automatic gas valves, re-
placing transmission lines and more.

The utility will pay for an inde-
pendent arborist, to join with repre-
sentatives from PG&E, and Megan
Canales, assistant planner for the city,
who will serve as a project manager,
along with EBMUD and EBRPD to
go tree by tree to examine specimens
that may need to be removed, or iden-
tify others that can be monitored, not
axed, using technology to verify the
proximity to a pipeline.

The utility will be playing by the
city rules this time around, agreeing
to abide by Lafayette’s strict tree pro-
tection ordinance. It will also pay for
staff time to monitor the project and
for the arborist.

The other agencies have skin, or
rather, trees in the game: EBMUD has
trees on the reservoir property, and the
EBRPD has numerous trees along the
Lafayette-Moraga trail and at
Briones.

At the moment, only 18 city-
owned trees have been identified as a
potential risk to a pipeline, according
to city manager Steven Falk, but he
added that more than 1,000 need fur-
ther analysis.

In the coming months, EBMUD,
EBRPD, Lafayette and PG&E will be
working together to come up with a
common approach about how to han-
dle problem trees and will present a
plan to the city council sometime this
fall.

Correction:

In the July 29 Lamorinda Weekly article, ‘‘Proposed Saranap Village Project
Now Slightly Smaller,” an incorrect, older drawing of the proposed Hall Eq-
uities Group development was published underneath a photo of the current

development location.
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1932 St. Andrews Dr., Moraga
Terrific single level townhome in

MY
MCC. 3 Br., 2 Ba in 1552 sqft.

Completely updated & conveniently located.
$795,000

55 Merrill Circle N., Moraga

" Fabulous estate property in Sanders
Ranch. Over 5700 sqft with 7 Br, 5
Ba, 2 half baths & office. Gorgeous grounds!

$2,572,000

www.1932StAndrewsDr.com www.Orinda.com
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37 Parkway Court, Orinda
Gorgeous gated estate adjoining

| Lafayette Reservoir. Sold with 2

adjacent lots. A very special property.
$5,490,000 in total

1140 Sanders Drive, Moraga

Lovely single level home,
completely updated. Over 2000
sqft, 4 Br, 2 Ba, on .35 ac lot w/ pool & spa.

$1,150,000

wwwOrinda.com www.1140 SandersDr.com

ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUUP
925 254-3030 www.Orinda.com
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1105 Via Roble, Lafayette
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Nestled in a lovely quiet setting with views of the Lafayette Reservoir sits this beautiful two-story
Lafayette property. This spacious 5BD/3.5BA home enjoys 2,672+/-st. of living space including
two master suites, an open kitchen / family room and a lovely living room with walls of glass
that enjoy incomparable views. Situated on .69 +/- acres, this property hosts an expansive
deck and small grass area where one can enjoy the serene surroundings. Just blocks from
downtown Lafayette, freeway access and BART.

1105ViaRoble.com Call for Price

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi lves 925.788.8345
www.BrydonlvesTeam.com
BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com
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