Page: D14  LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES

1 thought I was in a remake of the classic film,
“The Birds” when vultures and crows swarmed my :
rooftop. Finches feeding at a garden feede
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SOCIAL BENEFITS Your friendly neighborhood

We like trees around us because they make life

more pleasant. We feel serene, peaceful, restful, and tranquil under a tree.
We are “at Home” there.

Trees provide significant benefits to our homes and cities, but when a tree
falls and injures people or damages property, there are liabilities. Preventive
maintenance and the care of tree hazards, makes your property safer and
prolongs the life of the tree.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, have a complete inspection by a Certified
Arborist at Advance Tree Service and
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Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)
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Here are ways to maintain flocks flying as your personal aerial
garden rescue crew.
1. 'WATER: A water feature is a magnet for birds, especially in
the hot summer months when water is scarce. Add birdbaths,
ponds, and fountains for them to bathe, drink, and even forage.
Birds can hear the sound of running water from great distances.
2. SHELTER: Birds need to be protected from the whims of
Mother Nature. Many birds love brush piles that offer cover. They
search for nest building areas and will find your birdhouses, espe-
cially those placed in sites that mimic natural surroundings. Some
birds, like wrens, will reside nightly in a birdhouse to keep warm
and safe. Install roosting boxes and shelves. If you already have
birdhouses, keep them clean. As Miguel de Cervantes wrote,
“Never look for this year’s birds in last year’s nests.”
3. FOOD: Birdfeeders offer a birds-eye view of their acrobatic
displays. Plus, supplementing their meals could be the difference
between life and death. Include seed, suet, fruit, nuts, and nectar
for the hummingbirds. In the winter, make sure to continue feed-
ing. If you plan to stop feeding your birds, slowly wean them so as
not to cut off their food supply.
4. PLANTS: Plant evergreens, vines, shrubs, annuals, and
perennials. Birds especially enjoy fruit bearing trees like peach,
plum, apricot and elderberry as well as seed-bearing plants like
Blackeyed Susan, cosmos, and sunflowers. Hummingbirds are at-
tracted to red, deep-throated flowers with nectar. Include scarlet

trumpet vine in your yard. Native species including mustard, wild
pea, poppy, shooting star, milkweed, larkspur, lupine, columbine,
anemone, bleeding heart and verbena will draw hummingbirds,
butterflies, and seed and insect eating birds to your backyard.

Take care of your birds and they will take care of your garden.
Life is for the birds!

Marigolds are a favorite summer plant.





