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Rapid Rise Continues for Former Campo
XC Star Toni Finnane at Notre Dame

By Karl Buscheck

Toni Finnane

oni Finnane has come an aw-

fully long way in just over a
year. Last August, Finnane, who was
then a senior at Campolindo, joined
the cross country program after
spending three years playing for the
soccer squad. Now, she's running for
Notre Dame, the No. 21 team in the
nation.

“It's definitely been very crazy,”
Finnane said. “It's a very cool experi-
ence for me just seeing myself be able
to push beyond my limits and really
go out and try something new and
succeed at it.”

Her transformation from mid-
fielder to cross-country standout oc-
curred naturally, as running had
always been a part of Finnane's life.

“I'had been running just to stay in
shape. I sort of started falling in love
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with it and liked it more and more and
was running more often and farther.
So, I just decided my heart was in
running. I had lost my love for soccer
and [ wanted to establish something
that I really loved doing.”

It didn't take Finnane long to es-
tablish that she had an extremely
bright future in her new sport. Last
September, she placed No. 11 in a
field of 200 at the prestigious Stanford
Invitational 5K.

“The Stanford meet in the end of
September was kind of my first big
meet where 1 was running against
faster teams and faster people and I
realized that I really had some poten-
tial.”

It was the kind of potential that
would translate to the collegiate
ranks.

“My performance there was kind
of what led me to start the whole col-
lege process with recruiting and
everything.”

Her sudden emergence in cross
country meant that she had to shift her
approach to the college planning
process.

“It was crazy. | had the whole list
put together,” Finnane explained. “So,
I just started talking to a whole bunch
of different schools — pretty much all
the schools I was already applying to.
I just wanted to kind of hear about the
programs and went from there.”

Finnane liked what she heard
from Notre Dame.

“I think definitely the team and
the coaches were a huge part of [the
decision to chose Notre Dame] — just
how welcomed I felt when I came and
visited and talked to all of them.”

But it wasn't just the chance to
join a prominent program — the
women's team was tabbed in a
coaches’ poll as the favorites to win
the Atlantic Coast Conference — that
attracted Finnane to South Bend, In-
diana.

“Notre Dame in general is just a
very special place. It has everything [
was looking for in a school, from the
academics to the big-school spirit but
the smaller class size and academic
support that [ wanted.”

At Notre Dame, the freshman is
running with best of the best. In fact,
the school's 2015 recruitment class
has been billed as one of the most tal-
ented in the country.

“It's definitely been a step up run-
ning at the college level — especially
after only running for a year.”

Finnane only has one season of
cross country experience on her re-
sume, but she accomplished a lot in
that lone campaign. She capped off
her remarkable senior season at Cam-
polindo by placing 22nd at the Foot
Locker National Championships in
San Diego in December. In the
process, she was the first Campolindo
runner to reach the biggest race in the
country since 2010.

Now, she's competing with ath-
letes who have logged significantly
more miles. But as Finnane sees it,
that just means she's in the perfect sit-
uation to learn as much as possible.

“Everyone is super helpful and
super supportive.” She continued, “I
love having everyone as a role model.
Everyone shares their experience with
me and helps me through my inexpe-
rience.”
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Water Polo: Lamorinda to Pac-12
Pipeline Strong as Ever

By Emily Dugdale

Jordan Hoover

Summer may be cooling off, but
the pools are just starting to
heat up.

Men’s Pac-12 water polo has
begun and many of its best teams
are packed with talent from the
Lamorinda area. Local standouts
can be found on the rosters of Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley
(Cal) Arizona State, the University

of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA), the University of South-
ern California (USC) and Stanford.
The men’s season runs through the
fall, and the women’s team will
start in the spring of 2016.
“Especially with Cal, but with
a lot of the college programs,
they’re recruiting out of an area
with a strong tradition of water
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polo,” Miramonte Head Coach
James Lathrop said. “It’s pretty fun
within the water polo community to
see all of these local players com-
pete at a higher level. Especially for
the younger kids to get to watch
some of the players who swam on
the same swim team with them, or
who have coached with our club.”

... continued on page C3
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Lamorinda Lacrosse Club

Registration open now for boys and girls fall clinics held Sunday
afternoons from September to November Registration for
reqular spring season will begin on September 15th.

Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com for more information and details.
Contact Jin Peavey at lamorindalaxops@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Lam orihdaRugby FoobaliC Lib

On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2015 rugby season!
Season runs December through March for youth, and through
.: April for HS. Ages 6-19. Girls welcome through middle school.
= No prior rughy experience necessary. Practices are located at

the Wilder Fields in Orinda.
Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorugby.com.
For middle and elementary school ages, contact head youth Coach Adam Browne
for more info: adam.browne6@gmail.com. For High School, contact Recruiting
Director Steve Peterson at stevepetersonhome@yahoo.com.

HELD BY THE MORAGA

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

AT THE MORAGA Silent Auction by
COUNTRY CLUB, Antiquities of California

1600 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE

Join us on Monday, September 21,
3-7 p.m. to take part of a silent
and public auction featuring rare
entertainment, sports and
historical memorabilia. Prices

Authentic, autographed framed

starting at $100. and unframed items, one of a
Proceeds going to the Moraga kind collectibles, Guarantee
Chamber of Commerce. Certificate of Authenticity
Sponsored by
Ae S
Me l:hamr,s Bank S Morag
MORAGA CHAMBER

Moraga, Home of Saint Mary’s College

contact: Kathe Nelson: 925.323.6524 or

kathe@moragachamber.org www.moragachamber.com

Selling Your Old Car?

Moraga resident, HRez gives cash for cars

Do you have a car, truck, RV, motor
Home, boat, jet ski, motorcycle,
running or not, paid for or not?

Let my 33 year's of experience help
you to turn it to cash. I can pay you
cash on the spot and tow it away free
of charge to give you your space back.

I am local and with one phone call
I could turn your unused vehicle
into $$$$S$S.

Call- 510-377-9968






