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Orinda

Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 29, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 6:30 p.m.

Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District
Monday, Sept. 15, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley
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CalBRE# 00445794, CalBRE# 01181995

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925.360.9588

Sol

925.708.9515

925-377-0977

over Asking in Nine Days!
T T "'5:,

T

Our thoughtful, skilled,
and knowledgeable
support can help you
create a successful buying
or selling transaction.

www. TheHattersleys.com

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® s a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Wednesday, September 9, 2015

Call now for your
consultation.

Planning Commission Nixes Plan for Chase Bank Branch

By Victor Ryerson

he Orinda Planning Commis-

sion has denied an application
to establish a branch office of Chase
Bank at the site currently occupied by
FedEx/Kinko's and Zamboni's Pizza
at 1 Camino Sobrante. The Aug. 25
decision was unanimous, and fol-
lowed public comment overwhelm-
ingly opposed to replacement of the
existing retail businesses at the loca-
tion by a bank.

Approval of the proposal would
have required the commission to
grant a commercial use permit for the
bank, because it is a financial institu-

www.orindachamber.org tion, a “Class B” use under Orinda's
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
ORINDOA Orinda Police
' I = Department Incident
=  Summary Report Aug
16-29
Alarms 75 10 block Ardor Dr
Noise complaints 5 10 block Chelton Ct
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 7  Missing Juvenile
Traffic stops 194 10 block Honey Hill Ct
Suspicious Circumstances 6 Miramonte High School
Suspicious Subjects 14 Neighbor Dispute
Suspicious Vehicles 36 20 block Zander Dr
Abandoned Vehicle Ordinance Violation
Camino Pablo/Bear Creek Rd Totterdale Ct/Ardith Dr
Battery Police/Fire/EMS
10 block Altarinda Rd 400 block Moraga Way
100 block Ardith Dr 100 block Lucille Way
Barking Dog 500 block Miner Rd
500 block Moraga Way Wagner Ranch Elementary
Camino Sobrante/El Ribero Possession Stolen Property
80 block La Espiral Wagner Ranch Elementary
40 block Valencia Rd Public Nuisance
Burglary, Auto 80 block Moraga Way
50 block Moraga Way Reckless Driving
Wagner Ranch Elementary Moraga Way/Brookside Rd
100 block Ravenhill Rd Glorietta Blvd/Overhill Rd
200 block The Knoll Camino Pablo/Claremont Ave
Credit Fraud Moraga Way/Orchard Rd
40 block Brookside Rd 100 block Las Vegas Rd
Bank of America Camino Pablo/Camino Sobrante
Civil Problem Wagner Ranch Elementary
10 block Overhill Rd Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd
40 block Stanton Ave Vashell Way/Moraga Way
200 block La Espiral Shoplift
DUI 20 block Orinda Way
St Stephen’s/Hwy 24 Surveillance
Safeway 30 block Orinda Way
Disturbance Theft, Petty
Camino Pablo/Monte Vista Wilder Park
Rd (juvenile) 60 block La Espiral
20 block Ardor Dr (domestic) 80 block Mossbridge Ln
Tara Rd/Tarabrook Dr (juvenile) 10 block Hartford Rd
90 block La Cresta Rd (domestic) Wilder/Hwy 24
50 block Via Floreado (juvenile) 10 block Orinda Way
Harassment Theft, Vehicle
10 block Lost Valley Dr 80 block Sunnyside Ln
Health & Safety Violation Threats
80 block Mossbridge Ln 10 block Moraga Way
Hit & Run 10 block Dos Posos
10 block Orinda Way Shell Station
200 block Alice Ln Vandalism
ID Theft Library
reported at OPD Warrant Service
Missing Adult 10 block Dos Posos
300 block Dalewood Dr

zoning law, rather than an automati-
cally permissible “Class A” use, such
as a retail shop or restaurant. The re-
quirement is a reflection of the pref-
erence for Class A uses in a
Downtown Commercial (DC) district
in the city’s zoning law and General
Plan. The request also would have re-
quired the commission to grant a vari-
ance, because the number of proposed
parking spaces at the site is less than
that required under Orinda’s zoning
law.

Chase Bank proposed to convert
the two existing retail spaces into a
2,917-square-foot branch office
staffed by four full-time employees.
The proposed branch would have two
teller windows and offer retail bank-
ing services comparable to those of-
fered by seven other branch banks in
Orinda, as well as one interior and
two exterior ATMs. Chase sought to
establish the branch because it has
1,200 customers in Orinda, and its
nearest branch is in Lafayette.

Under Orinda’s zoning law, the
commission has the discretion to
grant or deny the commercial use per-
mit, and it scrutinized the proposal
closely in a public hearing that lasted
well over one hour. Various provi-
sions of Orinda’s municipal law and
General Plan provided guidance for
the commissioners, who also heard
more than 40 minutes of comments

Sobrante location until he retires.
from members of the public. The is-
sues that proved most compelling
were the bank’s inconsistency with
the preference for pedestrian-friendly,
non-office uses in the DC district, and
the absence — documented by a public
survey — of residents’ desire for more
retail banking in the city. (Restaurants
are the number one choice.) The
commissioners were also concerned
that the bank would not generate sales
tax revenues.

Although the commissioners’ de-
nial of the commercial use permit
made the issue of the variance for the
parking requirement moot, the com-
mission nonetheless made findings
necessary to deny the variance as
well, so the entire matter may be ap-

Zamboni’s Pizza owner Ali Aboutalebi would like to stay at the 1 Camino

Photo Ohlen Alexander
pealed to the Orinda City Council.
The bank office would require 26
spaces in conjunction with its own
use, and a total of 125 spaces would
be required for all of the tenants in the
building under current law if the ap-
plication were approved; currently,
there are 28 spaces for all of the build-
ing’s tenants. The commission deter-
mined that the special circumstances
required for granting the variance do
not exist. As one public speaker ob-
served, “parking is a disaster already”
at the building.

Perhaps the most eloquent sum-
mary of the basis for the decision was
made by another public speaker.
“What I actually need is a good pizza
place,” he said, and not another bank.

PLUS TAX AND HAZMAT
OIL CHANGE
INCLUDES:

- UP TO 5 QUARTS
- SYNTHETIC & CARTRIDGE

OFF

LABOR

(UP TO $200)

FOR FIRST TIME
CUSTOMERS

AIR CONDITIONING & ELECTRICAL, WHEELS & TIRES, BRAKES & SUSPENSION

FREE TOW & SHUTTLE SERVICES

IN LAMORINDA AREA/BART

WE WORK ON ALL MAKES & MODELS

aceautocare.net

925 2849 5550

3430 MT. DIABLO BLVD, B, LAFAYETTE, CA 94549

OUR SERVICES COME WITH A 12 MONTH/12,000 MILE WARRANTY

OUR WEBSITE

FOR SPECIAL
DISCOUNTS FOR
TEACHERS, STUDENTS,
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES,
& SENIOR CITIZENS

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT SCAN
&
VISUAL BRAKE
INSPECTION

JONVNILNIVIA ‘NOISSINSNVYHL 8 INIONT 'SFIONVHI 110 8 SdN INNL LNIANIDITY

Oakmont Memory Care

The community you've imagined...the care your loved one deserves.

Resident-centered care is the cornerstone of Oakmont of
Mariner Point’s Traditions program. Our highly experienced
care team will assess your loved one’s needs and provide
compasslonate care for all stages of memory loss associated
with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias.

o Full-time Nurse

° Enriching Activity Program
* Spacious Floor Plans

* Diabetic Wellness Program
* Indoor and Outdoor Dining
* Courtyard and Resident Gardends

RCFE# 019200530
License Pending

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Oakmont

of Mariner Point

Respite Care stays are also available.

2400 Mariner Square Dr
Alameda, CA 94501

510-328-3170

oakmontofmarinerpoint.com

Tours Available Today!





