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Local art and antique collector Richard Knapp

By Victor Ryerson

Richard Knapp

f you have visited the Alameda

Point Antiques and Collectibles
Show or any of the local street festi-
vals or peddler’s fairs over the years,
you have probably noticed a distinc-
tive man with long silver locks, sur-
rounded by display cases filled with
glittering silver flatware and other sil-
ver items, and sporting a vest draped
with miniature spoons and medals.
That would be Lamorindan Richard
Knapp, a specialist in his field of an-
tique flatware sales, but also a crafts-
man, show promoter, world traveler,
art dealer and antiques collector with
a range reflecting his profound
knowledge of history and geography.

Born and raised in Martinez,
Knapp has lived in Lamorinda since
1979. His father, a Dutch immigrant,
worked for Royal Dutch Shell, first in
Rotterdam, then the West Indies, and
finally in Martinez. Knapp honors his
Dutch roots, and punctuates his an-
tique show wardrobe with a jaunty
Dutch cap. His son, fittingly named
Jan (pronounced “Yahn”), is a prod-
uct of Lamorinda schools and lives
nearby.

An early ‘60s graduate of San
Francisco State College (now Univer-
sity), Knapp was headed for a man-
agement career in the retail field after
college. He worked for a year after
graduation as a junior executive for
The Emporium, San Francisco’s pre-
mier department store, and then took
his first vacation, “glad to get out of
that consciousness.

“l sent a telegram from Tokyo
telling them that vacation was taking
a little longer than planned,” he says
wryly. Then he started traveling
around the world. He has covered 85
countries to date, usually in pursuit of
his work.

How did he become a retailer of
all manner of objects? “A collector
who runs out of space at home be-
comes a retailer,” he explains. At the
time he took his extended vacation, he
was living at home. He had planned
to buy a Samurai sword for his bed-

Knapp's signature vest

room, and he indeed bought one in
Japan — and then bought a Chinese
sword, and others as he worked his
way east. By the time he returned
home, he had 35 swords.

“My mother told me I could keep
one and had to get rid of the rest,” he
says. It took him six months to sell
them off, and a career was born. He
travels throughout the world picking
up items that interest him, and al-
though he particularly favors Asian
art, his tastes are definitely eclectic.
His house is filled with oil paintings,
antiquities, and objects d'art of all
sorts, each with a fascinating story.
Among them, for example, is a series
of prints by Wendy Yoshimura, one of
the Symbionese Army abductors of
Patty Hearst — as well as an oil paint-
ing by a renowned Dutch master.

Although he has slowed down a
bit due to health issues, he still goes
out on a treasure hunt when he can.
“Six of us travel together, including
an architect, a landscape designer, and
so forth,” he says. “We go over to a
country, rent a 40-foot container, and
fill it.” Then they return to sell off
their prizes — although some end up,
at least for a while, in or around
Knapp's shady, secluded home. A
few years ago he and his group char-
tered a boat and cruised the Mekong
River in Thailand, Laos and Vietnam.
“We filled it,” he says succinctly,
pointing out two large stone Buddhas
in his lush garden. On a more recent
trip, he and his group traveled
throughout Estonia, Finland and Rus-
sia filling their collective shopping
cart. He sells much of his Asian art
to a firm in San Francisco’s design
district, as well as to architectural de-
signers. A temple door with its origi-
nal frame that he imported graces the
Standard Oil office building in Los
Angeles.

Knapp is also a promoter in his
own right. For 10 years he ran the an-
nual Shadelands antique show at
Shadelands Ranch in Walnut Creek, a
fundraiser for the Walnut Creek His-
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torical Society that is held under the
towering oak trees around the old
farmhouse. “He knew all the ins and
outs and knew all the dealers,” says
Martinez resident Steve Martindell,
who learned the ropes from Knapp
and took over the show for two years
after Knapp decided to move on.

So how did Knapp become Lam-
orinda's silverware maven? Back in
the early ‘90s, he was selling ethnic
art at a Marin flea market, and had a
few pieces of sterling silver on his
table. “A guy with a footlocker came
up to me and said someone had told
him I'd buy anything.” Then the man
made Knapp an offer for the foot-
locker, which was filled with his fam-
ily’s silver. Knapp could not refuse.
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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

GRADES K-12
Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needeq!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!
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The Math Learning Center

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com
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