
Teenagers sometimes wear
blinders. It’s easy to do: There

are social events, homework, learning
to drive, figuring out college applica-
tions, part-time jobs. But there is an
expanding group of students who
have cast their eyes more globally.
They are participating in Global Stu-
dent Embassy (GSE), a high school
club at all three Lamorinda high
schools that encourages travel to what
is still the Third World.

      
Kind of a mini-Peace Corps.

      
“We mainly focus on eco-action

and environmentally sustainable agri-
culture,” said Sarah Firth, who partic-
ipates in the program at Campolindo
High School. That sounds like a
mouthful coming from a teen. But
Firth quickly launches into fine de-
tails. “The goal is to develop a rela-
tionship with the environment,
gardens, and learning sustainable gar-
dening techniques.”

      
In GSE, students meet other stu-

dents their own age in countries like
Nicaragua and learn how the families
they visit grow or get their own food,
then they bring what they learn back
home.

      
“The program is getting bigger

and bigger,” said Chrissy Orangio,
who is based in Contra Costa County
and is the program coordinator for
Northern California. And the relation-
ships that students form can become
reciprocal. Last year seven students

from Central America visited the stu-
dents they met on visits to their own
countries. 

      
That means a lot of fundraising.

Central Americans can seldom afford
travel to Northern California, and
Lamorinda students spend a lot of
time fundraising for their own ex-
penses. 

      
“After traveling with GSE to

Nicaragua my freshman year I saw
the impact that such a small group can
have on a community and the impact
the community there could have on
us,” said Shelly Block of Cam-
polindo. “The best part of Global Stu-
dent Embassy’s exchange program in
my opinion is that we collaborate with
students from other countries rather
than act as if the United States has
everything figured out perfectly.”

     
Chloe Bouchy’s biggest take-

home was seeing that they could
grow food at the school garden and
have White Pony Express – the
local nonprofit that collects food
for area food banks – come and
pick up the produce for people who
can’t afford it.

      
“Being part of GSE has

changed the way I look at life,”
Bouchy said. “Working in the
Campolindo Garden has been an
especially eye-opening experi-
ence for me because I get to see
actual food being grown before
my eyes. We go to the super mar-

ket to buy fruits and vegetables;
it isn’t common for people to take
a moment to wonder how this
produce came to be, already

grown and ready to purchase.”

      
Orangia expects the program at

all three high schools to continue to
grow this year.

      
“It’s a deep cultural experience,”

said Firth, who just headed for Boston
University. “It’s giving students a dif-
ferent perspective.”
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Students Look to the World, Not Just Across the Street
By Chris Lavin

Global Student Embassy members in the Campolindo school garden. Front
row, from left:  Sarah Firth and Ashley Yu; back row: Annie Loose, Shelby
Bock, Chrissy Orangio and Chloe Bouchy Photo Chris Lavin

Campo students Justine Bonn and, in the background, Chloe Bouchy, at
work in Central America. Photo provided
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As a highly experienced multi-unit expert AND owner, contact me to help you
with all of your property needs. Whether it be determining market rents or
finding a good repair person, I can help you with your multi-unit property.

Considering buying or selling an investment property?
Looking for potential tax benefits and financial success?
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An Eclectic Individual’s
Unique Endeavor
... continued from page B1
Thinking that the footlocker was a
salable item, Knapp accepted the
offer.  “I sold $200 worth [of the
silverware] that day, then the same
the following week,” he muses, and
a business was born.  

      
Over the years he has developed

an immense knowledge of silver-
ware patterns, and he can probably
replace that teaspoon you misplaced
from Aunt Ruth’s heirloom silver if
you can show him a piece of the
same pattern.  He also sells flatware
to startup and established restaurants,
and has about 15 regular restaurant
customers to supply.

     
And what about those miniature

replica silverware pins that dangle
from Knapp's signature vest?  “Be-
tween 1900 and the Depression,
girls usually got married when they
graduated from high school.  The
local jeweler would bestow these
little pins on the girls as graduation
gifts,” he explains, with a not-so-
subtle reminder that the jeweler
carried that pattern in his store.  The
girls wore the pins on their
sweaters, a set of the silverware
would become a graduation gift
(this was before the days of gift
registries), and the hopeful bride-
to-be would find one of the pins at-
tached inside the case as well.




