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Lawsuit Against the City

of Lafayette
By Cathy Tyson
At the Sept. 14 city council meet-
ing in closed session, which is
not open to the public, city council
members held a conference with legal
counsel about a recently filed action
by a group of residents called Save
Lafayette. The group is suing the city
along with the developer O’Brien
Land Company and property owner
Anna Maria Dettmer. The matter ar-
gues that the certification of the envi-
ronmental report prepared for the
Homes at Deer Hill was flawed.

Also at issue is the group’s oppo-
sition to the requested amendment to
the General Plan that allows a zoning
change permitting lower density devel-
opment with a maximum of two homes
per acre, instead of the prior zoning
classification of APO
(administrative/office  professional)
uses, which allows up to 35 dwelling
units per acre.

At the same city council meeting,
Ordinance 641, which covers a num-
ber of items related to the Homes at
Deer Hill including the zoning
change, was officially adopted.

Ironically, the ordinance explains
the zoning amendment as follows:
“This lower density and change to
single family residential, better pro-
tects the character of neighboring res-
idential neighborhoods and is
consistent with the pattern of single
family development north of High-
way 24. ... The change also better
preserves the scenic quality and nat-
ural environment with a less intense
potential for development.”

Lafayette resident Michael Grif-

fiths is spearheading the grassroots
Save Lafayette effort. Aiming to re-
tain Lafayette’s charm, he and a group
of like-minded residents banded to-
gether, and filed this suit on Sept. §,
seeking to protect the town’s semi-
rural character.

Their goal is to give the commu-
nity a voice in the process to achieve
a better use of the property. The group
feels the city council has ignored pub-
lic comment, and is biased and one-
sided. “When government fails to
protect its citizens, then those citizens
must act to protect their community.
We are doing so by the only means
left available to us, namely corrective
action,” said Griffiths in a statement.
“Save Lafayette’s position regarding
the Homes at Deer Hill project is that
the current combination of homes and
huge sports complex has far too many
negative impacts upon the surround-
ing community and city as a whole.”

Negative impacts such as severe
traffic congestion, destruction of the
hillsides, harmful air quality on resi-
dents and the violation of the city’s
General Plan and Hillside Ordinance
“need to be adequately mitigated and
corrected by the city, not ignored by cit-
ing other so-called benefits,” he added.

In addition to the lawsuit, the
group is planning on gathering signa-
tures on a referendum petition, to
pause the development while city
leaders reconsider their approval or
bring the matter to voters. Save
Lafayette would need to collect sig-
natures from 10 percent of voters
within a 30-day time frame.
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Moraga Resident Since 1966,
Successfully selling real estate for over 29 years.

925-376-F77 76+ kkatzman@pacunion.com
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1086 Baitx Drlve Moraga
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1688+ sq. ft.

PRICE UPON REQUEST

2063 Ascot Dr. #114, Moraga
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathrooms, 1068+ sq. ft.

OFFERED AT $379,000

375 Muller Road
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1654+ sq. ft.

SOLD FOR $929,000

1079 Sanders Drive, Moraga
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1512+ sq. ft.

SOLD FOR $850,000
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I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next.
Call me for a no obligation visit!
License #: 00875484

Creeks

After issuing request for propos-
als, and going through a selection
process, Gates and Associates, a land-
scape architecture, urban design and
land planning firm, was selected to
prepare the plan. They will be work-
ing with ENGEO, a firm of engineer-
ing professionals, environmental
scientists and hydrologists, and with
Environmental Collaborative. The
team started its geological assessments
in August and should wrap up that ini-
tial part of the study in October.

Looking for input on the creeks
plan, the first of a series of commu-
nity workshops to brainstorm ways to
preserve and celebrate downtown
creeks will occur from 7 to 9 p.m.
Oct. 6 at the Veteran’s Memorial Hall.

The project schedule is slated to
take a year to complete and will in-
clude public participation throughout.
Development of concepts and options
will be followed by a draft plan and
implementation strategy and finally
California Environmental Quality Act
review before the final plan document
will be produced and presented to the
city council for approval.

Lafayette resident Austin Payne,

Creek Day This Weekend!
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a civil engineer who works for Ducks
Unlimited, the world’s largest water-
fowl and wetlands conservation or-
ganization, is one of the seven
volunteer members of the Creeks
Committee. He said it is important to
have a plan in place that provides con-
sistent requirements to developers to
preserve and restore the creeks.
Another interested party in the
project is the Contra Costa County
Flood Control District; it is responsi-
ble for the channelized, or concrete
sections of creek. Those channels
were installed in the 1960s, said
Payne, and they are at the end of their
50-year useful life. Although it would
be a challenge, he would like to see
those areas restored to a more natural
state. The district is aware of the sit-
uation and is interested in opportuni-
ties to improve outdated sections. It
has a 50-year plan, “From Channels
to Creeks,” that envisions converting
concrete channels into natural sys-
tems that can safely convey flood wa-
ters. Defining goals for Lafayette’s
creeks via the Downtown Creeks Plan
will help garner funding from poten-
tial grants to make improvements.

Now in its fourth year, family-friendly Lafayette Creek Day is scheduled
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 27 at the brand new Jennifer Russell
Building, formerly known as the Manzanita Room at the Lafayette Com-
munity Center, 500 St. Mary’s Road. There will be opportunities to learn
how drought affects creeks, and to dive in to help care for the Las Trampas
Creek, along with guided hikes along the creek and giveaways.
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IWICE THE SELLING POWE

‘Green’ Lights Go In at
Town Hall Theatre

Submitted by Lewis Fone

n an effort to reduce its carbon

footprint, Town Hall Theatre
Company launched a campaign
last year called Project Green
Light — a vast, multi-media effort
to raise money to switch over its
energy-guzzling halogen lamps to
energy-efficient, brilliant LEDs.

Thanks to the campaign, the new
LED lights now use 60 percent
less energy than before, according
to Town Hall Theatre Artistic Di-
rector Joel Roster. When asked
what's next for the theater, Roster
simply smiled and said, “Every-
thing else.”

Coming Soon!

One of A Kind Exquisite Lafayette Estate
Be enchanted by this stunning Lafayette Estate
located at the end of a private road with
spectacular views of Mt. Diablo. Only minutes
from downtown, this inviting 4 bedroom plus
office, 4 1/2 bath home is well appointed with a
gourmet chef's kitchen, formal living and dining
rooms, spacious family room, private master
refreat, large office and impressive wine cellar.
The 4,460 +/- square feet property built in
2003, boasts numerous custom appointments
both inside and out. Spectacular grounds of this
private 2.81 +/- acre parcel include an outdoor
kitchen, outdoor movie screen, infinity pool, spa
and flat yard area making this home an
entertainer's dream. While you will enjoy the
convenience of downtown Lafayette, you will also
be moments from distinguished Lafayette schools,
freeway, BART and the Lafayette Reservoir.
810MountainViewDr.com
Call for more information

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi Ives 925.788.8345 | Kaaren Brickman 925.351.5049
www.BrydonlvesTeam.com
BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com
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