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Lafayette Little League Standout Set to Star on Big League Stage

By Karl Buscheck

contest for celebrating. As a result, he was
forced to sit out the final game of the tourna-
ment when Lafayette lost to Petaluma and
missed out on its chance to play in the Little
League World Series.

Delaney will represent California during the
Home Run Derby and play for the West squad
in the Future Stars Game. Delaney will be pitted
against other 13- and 14-year-olds in those con-
tests, and the Power Showcase also has compe-
titions for the Rookies (10-, 11- and
12-year-olds), high school freshmen (15U) and
sophomores through seniors.

While the home run derby highlights the
event, the Power Showcase also provides all the
players with an opportunity to learn about men-
tal strength training, and for the high school
players to work out in front of MLB scouts.

“What separates us from everybody else is
there's no other organization on the planet that
puts 10-, 12-, 13-, 14-year-olds in a major

league stadium and wets their palates for great-
ness,” Domenico said.

Delaney is looking forward to getting the
chance to take the field with some of the most
promising prospects when he travels to Miami
in a couple of months.

“[It's] exciting that I get to have a fun time
with other great players from around the na-
tion,” Delaney said. “I hope to learn how to
compete and at the same time have as much fun
as [ can.”

The Power Showcase also includes a phil-
anthropic aspect, as all of the players who take
part in the event must also work with the Home
Runs That Help program, which partners the
players with kids from local hospitals to raise
money for the young patients.

“I think it kind of plants the seed for them
to be a role model,” Domenico said. “And it
teaches them what it's like to give back to the
community.”

Jake Delaney
hirteen-year-old kids aren't supposed to
hit 350-foot home runs. But Jake De-

laney, the star of the national champion Lamor-

inda Knights, is no average 13-year-old kid.

“T've seen Delaney hit and he's pretty spe-
cial,” said Brian Domenico, the president of the
Power Showcase, which is an annual event fea-
turing the best middle school and high school
players from around the nation and across the
globe. “The ball comes off his bat much differ-
ently than any other 13-year-old that I've seen
in a long time.”

Domenico, who was selected by the Oak-
land A's in the 19th round of the 1992 MLB
draft and who spent six seasons in the minor
leagues, has seen a ton of rising stars over the
years. The upcoming edition of the Power
Showcase, which will be held Dec. 28-Jan. 2 at
Marlins Park in Miami, Florida, will mark the
10th time that Domenico has put on the event.

During the 2009 Power Showcase, Bryce
Harper — the heavy favorite to win the 2015 Na-
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tional League MVP award — put his name on
the map by crushing a 502-foot home run at the
Power Showcase Home Run Derby.

Delaney put his name on the map back in
August when the center fielder-catcher helped
lead the Lamorinda Knights to 2015 Travel Ball
Select National Championship in East Cobb,
Georgia.

Domenico had the chance to watch Delaney
play in the tournament and that's when he knew
that the Stanley Middle Schooler needed to take
part in the upcoming Power Showcase.

“I'saw Delaney hit a home run down in East
Cobb and just the way that he moves, the way
that he runs, the functionality and the strength.
I mean, he's like lightning in a bottle,”
Domenico said.

Winning a national title wasn't the only
headline-worthy moment from Delaney's busy
summer. After delivering a game-winning hit
while playing for the Lafayette Little League
All-Star team, Delaney was ejected from the
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbay
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
Y 025-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Classes Offered

Dance Class: 4 yrs to 18 yrs
Tap, Jazz, HipHop, Broadway Styles
Tuesday in Orinda
Masonic Center
“Dancingly”Sharlyn 510-913-8877

Tutoring in Mathematics and
Computer Science, all levels,
elementary school to university,
by James Finn, Ph.D. in Computer
Science and former Stanford
lecturer. $50 per hour. Contact:
nonfictionjames@sonic.net

Home & Pet Care

Local retired teacher offers
overnight care, rides to BART,
light laundry and house tidying.
References 925-699-7722

Estate Sale

ESTATE SALE Oct 24, 25th

9:30 am - 4:00 pm, 44 Sullivan Dr,
Moraga. Call: 207 610-2579 for info.
Quality furniture, gift shop items

Moving Sale

MOVING SALE MORAGA

47 San Pablo Ct., Sat, Oct 24, 2015
9 AM to 2 PM. Lots of misc stuff
from 43 yrs of marriage, seasonal,
holiday, kitchen, knickknacks, Denver
Broncos, Pfaltzgraff Yorktowne.

Electric Wheel Chair
Pronto M41 - $900. Tight turning
radius and very stable wheel design.
300 Ib. weight capacity & 17 mile
battery range. (925) 330-1983

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Rototilling

Z+=  Ken'’s Rototilling
+ 4 W/D Tractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Painting Contractor

Lafayette Painting
All phases and types of painting work done
$350 OFF on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.
Fullinsured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

*

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
- ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

+ WINDOWS TUTORING i

- HARDWARE UPGRADES &.
« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

+ REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

reach 60,000+ with your ad

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeling * Home Repair

—u Big & Small Jobs ¢ Bonded & Insured

o Lic #898775  925-825-5201

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com






