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PG&E High Wire Act Wraps Up
By Cathy Dausman 

Specially trained linemen stand atop PG&E’s lattice steel structures after being lifted by the helicopter hovering above. Photo Andy Scheck

If you looked skyward in Lamorinda lately, you probably
noticed helicopters hovering near local transmission tow-
ers. The linemen, air crew and their ground counterparts

are working to upgrade Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s 230-
kilovolt transmission lines in the Lamorinda corridor.  The proj-
ect is a portion of a 27-mile-long upgrade stretching from the
Oakley power plant substation to the Moraga substation in
Orinda, said PG&E spokeswoman Tamar Sarkissian.  

      

“This is a significant capacity and reliability project,”
Sarkissian said, “which serves approximately 26,000 customers.
It is also the first time since its establishment in 1950 that this
particular line has undergone a project of this nature.” 

      

Last year, a similar project in the East Bay was completed,
Sarkissian said, but this 27-mile replacement-upgrade is one of
the longest. The transmission towers, technically called lattice
steel structures, are being upgraded with foundation reinforce-

ments and the installation of 16.5-foot cage tops to raise the con-
ductor. 

      

Using helicopters allows PG&E to bypass the need for heavy
trucks and equipment on the ground. This reduces the project’s
environmental impact, Sarkissian said. “Crews can work safely
and quickly, and it’s physically easier on the linemen than climb-
ing each tower, which is 80 to 150 feet high,” she said. 

                                                               

... continued on page A10

Group Demands Weil’s Ouster from MOFD Board
By Nick Marnell

Agrass roots group of
district residents began

a petition drive in October to
force Fred Weil to resign
from the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District board of direc-
tors.   The petition, posted on
the Care2 website, states that
Weil, as board president, vi-

olated the public trust in
2008 by authorizing retiring
MOFD Chief Pete Now-
icki’s compensation beyond
what his contract allowed,
costing the district  $4 mil-
lion in pension charges over
the chief’s expected 30-year
retirement period.  The Con-
tra Costa County Employ-
ees’ Retirement Association
board in September stripped
Nowicki of more than $1
million of his pension when
it determined that his pen-
sion had been calculated im-
properly.

      
“You will note that the

petition is not for recall, only
for Fred to act unilaterally in
the community’s best inter-

est.  The petition is really for
Fred.  He knows what he
did,” said Steve Cohn,
spokesman for the Orinda
Citizens’ Emergency Serv-
ices Task Force, sponsor of
the petition.  “This is not
right and there should be
repercussions.”  The task
force notes that since Weil’s
term ends in November
2016, a recall would not be
worth the effort and expense.
Rather, the group encourages
Weil to remove himself from
the board immediately “so as
to allow the board and the
community to move on with-
out distractions.”

      
“As long as he remains a

voting member of the

MOFD board, his judgment
will be questioned,” reads
the petition. “If the other
members of the (2008) board
were still public officials,
they would be included.  But
they are not,” said Cohn.  

      
“The petition is part of

Steve Cohn’s malicious
smear campaign, motivated,
I believe, by a desire for re-
venge,” said Weil.  “He has
resented for years my will-
ingness to publicly challenge
his dubious proposals, in-
cluding his latest attempt to
derail the rebuilding of
Orinda’s fire station 43 on
Via Las Cruces, (which is a
station) so important to the
safety of north Orinda.” 

      
Cohn wrote to Supervi-

sor Candace Andersen in
October blaming MOFD and
the Contra Costa County
Fire Protection District for
costing the districts millions
of dollars by halting plans to
build and operate joint fire
station 46 in western
Lafayette, and asking her to
intercede.  MOFD opted to
rebuild station 43 and Con-
Fire chose to repair Lafayette
station 16. “I was in favor of
station 46, but the situation
has changed,” said Ander-
sen. “The important thing is
that Lafayette and Orinda
will have excellent cover-
age.”

... continued on page A10
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2 Mile Fun Run (8:00am) • 5K (8:30am) • 10K (8:45am)
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istration at: 

Http://bit.ly/resrun2015

www.lafayettechamber.org

Valerie Durantini 
925.253.4657 
www.valeriedurantini.com
CalBRE# 01376796
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• Campolindo Football Hall of Fame Founding Chair Person 2008 to present.
• Campolindo Football Team Parent 3 years
• Stanley Middle School Jazz Liaison 2 years
• Lafayette Little League Vice President 2 years
• Burton Valley Teacher’s Aide 1 year

Fred Weil
Photo Lamorinda Weekly archive
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Dana Green
License #: 01482454

Just Listed!   
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Tucked off the street in a convenient 
pocket of town, this gated 5BR/4BA, 
3558± sq. ft. single-story retreat is 

situated on a mostly-level 1.13± acre 
lot with manicured grounds, outdoor 

kitchen & fireplace, pool, gardens, level 
lawns, & a detached 1050± sq. ft. barn/

garage with oversized bonus room.
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DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

Lafayette’s Best
Realtor

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2015

City Council
Monday, Oct. 26, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Oct. 26, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Alarms 62
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 12
Noise Complaints 16
Traffic Stops 184
Suspicious Circumstances 9
Suspicious Subjects 13
Suspicious Vehicles 22
Abandoned Vehicle
      West Rd/Mt View Dr
      3200 block Marlene Dr
Armed Robbery
      Mechanic’s Bank
Battery
      Acalanes High School
Burglary, Auto
      1000 block Carol Ln
      Olympic Blvd/Reliez Station Rd
      3700 block Sundale Rd
      900 block Village Center
      Safeway
Burglary, Residential
      10 block Moss Ln
      3200 block Judy Ln
Dispute
      3400 block Moraga Blvd
      900 block Dewing Ave
      1000 block Brown Ave
Disturbing the Peace
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Springhill Rd
      3100 block Indian Way
Found Adult
      3400 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Forgery
      3200 block Ortega Ave (2)
      3400 block Mt Diablo Blvd 
Harassment
      10 block Ethan Ct (2)
      3400 block Golden Gate Way 
      (phone)
      3300 block West Terrace
      1700 block Toyon Rd
      1100 block Glen Rd
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Health & Safety Violation
      1000 block Buchan Dr
      Post Office
      Acalanes High School 
Hit & Run
      3400 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Loitering
      20 block Lafayette Cir
      Bank of America
Missing Juvenile
      Reported to police
Panhandling
      Post Office
      Safeway
Police/Fire/EMS Response
      4000 Coralee Ln
      Moraga Blvd/3rd St
Public Nuisance
      3000 block Rohrer Dr
Promiscuous Shooting
      100 block Hunsaker Canyon Rd
      Hwy 24/Oak Hill Rd

Reckless Driving
      Springhill Ln/Springhill Rd
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Green Valley Dr
      Dewing Ave/Mt Diablo Blvd
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Olympic Blvd
      Mt Diablo Blvd/Pleasant Hill Rd
      Silverado Dr/East Lowel Ln
      Reliez Station/Olympic Blvd
      Moraga Rd/Old Jonas Hill Rd
      Camino Diablo/Nogales St
      1600 block Reliez Valley Rd
Shoplifting
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      Safeway
      4000 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Theft, Petty
      200 block Lafayette Cir
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd (2)
      900 block Anita Ct
      1100 block Laurel Dr
      3300 block Beechwood Dr
Theft, ID
      Reported to police
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Theft, Grand
      700 block Solana Dr
      1000 block 2nd St
      3500 block Terrace Way
Threats
      3000 block Rohrer Dr
      3700 block Highland Rd
Unwanted Guest
      3800 block Quail Ridge Rd
Vandalism
      3600 block Bickerstaff
      Springhill Elementary
      10 block Roxanne Ln
Vehicle recovery
      3500 block Silver Springs Rd
Warrant Service
      10 block Ethan Ct

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Sept. 27 to Oct. 10

Developer Must Yield for Story Poles in Burton Valley
By Cathy Tyson

Building a house in Lafayette is
not for the faint of heart.  With

its original application now 11 years
old, local developer Soldier Field
Partners encountered a small speed
bump on the way to Phase I develop-
ment permits for lots 4, 6 and 7 of an
eight-home subdivision called Lucas
Ranch Estates.  The homes will be
clustered on roughly one-third of the
87.9-acre parcel, with the balance of
the land remaining undeveloped, ex-
cept for pubic trails.    

      
Planning commissioners called

for story poles to be erected to illus-
trate the size, mass and visibility of
these three homes on the edge of Bur-
ton Valley.

      
“It just seems silly,” said planning

commissioner Jeanne Ateljevich at a
meeting in late September, explaining
the obvious need to see how big a
structure is prior to approving it.  

      
Chair Tom Chastain agreed. “I’m

not make any findings unless I can see
the story poles,” he said. “I want to go
on record to try and stop this trend; it’s
not a good one.  We need them so
everyone can understand what we are
deciding upon.”  

      
The developer erected the poles

as promised on the perimeter of the
site for three of the estate-size homes
for planning commissioners to view,
prior to their next review of the proj-
ect. 

      
Attorney for the applicant, Alan

Moore of Gagen McCoy, reminded
the commissioners that story poles
had been erected many times in the
past for this project, and poles will
need to go up again for the Phase II
review, presumably in the near future.
Full design plans are necessary for a
Phase II Hillside Development Per-
mit, which covers aesthetics, height,
architecture, colors, materials, light-
ing and landscaping.  

      
Responding to comments from

neighbors who have complained that
the development is not compatible
with the existing homes in the area,
Moore said that’s true, it’s not com-

patible, “it’s meant to be a new neigh-
borhood.”  Already approved design
guidelines specify large custom estate
homes on large lots to be clustered on
the southern corner of the property.  

      
“Look at this through a different

prism, the land is zoned LR-10, one
home per 10 acres.” Moore also
pointed out that two-thirds of the land
on the 88-acre parcel will remain
open space. 

      
Expressing a willingness to talk

with neighbors about particular fea-
tures of the homes, he added, “We’ll
work with you, but we have a vested

right to move forward.”  The frame-
work for the eight-home subdivision,
including the lot layout, has already
been approved in the design guide-
lines.

      
The expansive homes, 10,318

square feet for the lot 4 house, 9,927
for the lot 6 house, and 9,416 for the
lot 7 house will be located between
the Lucas Drive extension and south
of Lucas Court at the tail end of the J-
shaped parcel.  The majority of the
land extends north, on the hillside be-
hind traditional ranch-style homes on
Lucas Drive.  

      
The subdivision has a long his-

tory dating back to an original appli-
cation in 2004; after an appeal, it was
ultimately approved by the City
Council on a split vote with a series
of conditions of approval in 2006.
Construction is already underway for
roadway improvements.  The Phase I
permits for lots 1, 2 and 3 have al-
ready been approved, but presuming
Phase I permits for lots 4, 6 and 7 get
approved, all of the homes still have
to go through the review process to
get Phase II approval.  

View from the end of Lucas Drive to the Soldier Field Partners development in Burton Valley. Photo C. Tyson

City seeks volunteer for 
vacancy on the 

Design Review Commission
e Lafayette City Council is soliciting applicants to fill one vacancy on the Design
Review Commission.  

e five-member body is responsible for matters relating to aesthetics and the
physical appearance of the city. e commission advises the staff, planning
commission, and city council and acts on applications for design review including
residential and commercial development projects.

Members of the design review commission are selected on the basis of education,
training and experience in the fields of architecture, landscape architecture, design,
city planning or a related field. e council may appoint one or more nonresidents if,
in its discretion, it considers it necessary to gain sufficient expertise.

Individuals interested in this volunteer position may obtain an application from the
City's web site at www.lovelafayette.org or in person at:

City of Lafayette Offices
3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 210
Lafayette, CA 94549

You may also call the City's Clerks Office at (925) 284-1968 to request an application
be mailed to you.  Completed applications must be received by 
5:00 pm, October 23, 2015. 



TRICK OR TREAT STREET
Friday, October 30

4pm - 6pm
In BOOtiful Downtown Lafayette

Recommended for children 9 & under
Visit www.lafayettechamber.org after Oct. 23 

for list of participating businesses

CHILDREN’S BOOK FESTIVAL 
Saturday, October 24

11am - 2pm                                                                          
Lafayette Library and Learning Center

3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.                                                               
Register:  tinyurl.com/LLLCKidsBookFest2015

or visit www.lllcf.org

23RD ANNUAL LAFAYETTE RESERVOIR 
RUN & HEALTHY LIFESTYLE FAIR 

Sunday, October 25
Begins at 8am 

Downtown Lafayette
Register: bit.ly/resrun2015

TRICKOR

TREAT 
 STREET

FREE

GARAGE TOUR
Sunday, November 1

12pm - 4pm
Tour begins at Blodgett’s Abbey Carpet & Flooring

3291 Mt. Diablo Court
Tickets: LafayetteCF.org

Info: info@LafayetteCF.org or 925-284-8214

FREE

EVENTSFAMILY FUN
fall

In Lafayette

don’t miss the fun!

Tickets: LafayetteCF.org
Info: info@LafayetteCF.org or 925-284-8214



LIVE,
LOVE,
LAFAYETTE

        NEW
HOME
C O M P A N Y

 T
H

E

All information subject to change. BRE License #01870227

The town you have always loved now offers a fresh, 

new take on how to call it “home” – Woodbury by 

The New Home Company. Luxury single-story Garden 

Flats and Terrace Flats allow for easy “lock and leave” 

living with all the benefi ts of contemporary design and 

fi nishes. Come home to Lafayette.

Garden Flats from the Low $1 Millions
Terrace Flats from the Low $900,000s

Two Model Homes Open Daily

925.299.1325 | WoodburyNWHM.com



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  Wednesday, October 21, 2015 A3

544 WOODMINSTER DRIVE
611 AUGUSTA DRIVE
740 CANYON OAKS 
1224 RIMER DRIVE

1623 CAMINO PABLO
1939 ASCOT DRIVE

1079 SANDERS DRIVE
375 MULLER ROAD
386 ODIN PLACE

269 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE
332 DOWNHAM COURT

2063 ASCOT DRIVE

Experience counts. Some of my recent closed sales.
28 SARAH LANE

401 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE
1235 LARCH AVENUE
1223 LARCH AVENUE

1086 BAITX DRIVE (PENDING)

2145 DONALD DRIVE
6633 ARMOUR DRIVE
140 OXFORD DRIVE
2135 ASCOT DRIVE

390 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE
2051 ASCOT DRIVE

What my clients are saying...
“Thank you so much Keith!!!  You turned Mission Impossible to Mission Possible!  It was great working 
with your expertise.”

Anne Ontai Power of Attorney for Joe & Barbara Cooper | 1079 Sanders Drive

“I am stunned!  My place is just gorgeous - the staging exquisite!  And someone knows just how to 
photograph homes to display the best advantage for showing. You are the consummate profession-
al. You were terrific. Thank you for your expertise, experience, patience and magnificent people skills. 
This is all so far beyond my expectations.  Thank you, thank you for making this all happen.”

Claudia Heath

“Keith, I am still processing the fact that we actually got the house. Thank for all your help. We are 
extremely excited….I hear you worked your magic for my sister in law today. I can’t say I’m surprised. I 
told them to just do whatever you recommended. Great job.” 

BH | Birchwood Drive

“Keith you are my new hero. I could not have made it through the whole past 8 weeks if not for 
you. You rocked my mom’s house. Truly it has never looked better. Not only that you guided me 
and explained things, frequently more than once. If not for you I probably would be sitting on the 
living room floor crying my eyes out. Thanks for taking me by the hand and leading me in the right 
direction. As a friend and a real estate guru, you are the greatest. Thank you for all your patience and 
kindness. For the rest of us, if you are doing real estate, you MUST get together with Keith.” 

Kellee Anderson | 28 Sarah Lane

Changes Afoot for the
Reservoir Run
By Cathy Tyson

In order to keep traffic flowing
while Lafayette’s biggest footrace

is in motion, the start, finish, pan-
cakes, first aid station and booths will
all be migrating westward slightly.

      
The excitement will center

around the intersection of Oak Hill
Road and Mt. Diablo Boulevard, with
balloons marking the start and finish
lines at the Starbucks and Valero gas
station across the street.

      
“It will be fantastic,” says race or-

ganizer and executive director of the
Chamber of Commerce, Jay Lifson,
“much more intimate, with more in-
teraction with the runners.”

      
Street closure will start at 6 a.m.

Sunday, Oct. 25 at the intersection of
Oak Hill Road and Mt. Diablo Boule-

vard, and additional closures down
the boulevard starting at 7 a.m.  By 11
a.m. the party will be over and the
roadway should be clear for drivers.

      
The popular family bike ride was

canceled last year, but it has a green
light for this year.

      
Looking for pancakes?  Visit the

new location this year at the Round
Up parking lot.  Find all the details
for the family-friendly two-mile, 5K
and 10K races, as well as sign-up in-
formation at the Lafayette Chamber
of Commerce race website
http://bit.ly/resrun2015.  Sign-ups
are still welcome on the day of the
event, free parking is available at
BART, and bikes can rest easy at the
bike valet.

Participants of all ages at the Lafayette Reservoir Run Photo Andy Scheck

Get Married at City Hall
Next Friday
Does true love need to bother

with flowers, a gaggle of
bridesmaids and an expensive dinner?
For the first time, couples who obtain
a license to wed from the county can
get hitched at the Lafayette city of-
fices.  What better way to celebrate a
partnership than in the stylishly dec-
orated Chapel of Love Lafayette?

      
This year, the annual creative

transformation by city staffers rings in
Halloween and weddings at the same

time.  Not one, but two employees
can officially marry people.  Save a
bundle (the candy is free) at the city
of Lafayette offices in Desco Plaza,
3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 210,
Friday, Oct. 30.  Simply call to set
up an appointment at (925) 284-
1968.  For those not willing to com-
mit, it will be worth checking out
the fantastic Vegas-inspired venue;
grown-up trick-or-treaters are wel-
come.  C. Tyson

District Grapples with
Old Schools, More Kids
By Cathy Tyson

The initial meeting to assess the
facilities of the Lafayette

School District kicked off, appropri-
ately, at Lafayette Elementary
School, which first opened its doors
to students in 1943.

      
The District faces a two-fold

problem: schools are old and in need
of significant repair, and the student
population is gradually increasing.
Architectural firm HKIT spent the
summer analyzing exiting conditions
and needs at Burton Valley, Happy
Valley, Lafayette, and Springhill el-
ementary schools, as well as at Stan-
ley Middle School, the Lafayette
School District offices and the White
Pony School. HKIT staff also talked
to principals and teachers to get a
handle on exactly what was needed
to modernize the facilities.

      
On average, four of the five

schools that make up the district are
62 years old and are suffering from
some of the maladies of old age.
Springhill Elementary School was
upgraded in 1999.

      
Architect and consultant with

HKIT, Dara Youngdale, explained at
the Oct. 15 meeting the firm’s analy-
sis of the physical conditions of the
district’s buildings, overall infra-
structure needs, parking, fields and
play areas, current capacity and
growth potential.

      
“This is a place where time has

stood still,” said Youngdale. “There
has been a culture of accommodating
deficiencies.” She outlined examples
at Lafayette Elementary School: site
drainage and flooding, big problems
with drop-off and parking, old en-
ergy-inefficient single-pane win-

dows, and a need for classroom up-
grades.

      
Parents and community mem-

bers were happy to share concerns
during the information-gathering
component of the meeting and re-
ported, table by table, their top prior-
ities for the Lafayette Elementary
School campus.

      
Keeping students safe, dry and

warm was an overarching need that
the consultant HKIT suggested.
Building on that, almost every table
of attendees commented that parking
and drop off is, as one mom put it, “a
nightmare.” 

      
School board member David

Gerson reported that the top priority
for his table, after addressing years of
deferred maintenance, is the learning
environment, where kids spend most
of their day.  

      
Accommodating a growing

number of future students is another
important issue to consider when
taking a comprehensive view of dis-
trict facilities.  There are currently
2,351 students enrolled at the four el-
ementary schools, but estimates proj-
ect an additional 100 students
expected by the 2019-20 school year.  

      
The trend is similar at Stanley

Middle School, which has a current
enrollment of 1,181 students and is
anticipating an increase of 155 stu-
dents in the next five years.  

      
“Facilities haven’t kept up with

cutting-edge curriculum,” Superin-
tendent Rachel Zinn said, “and we are
looking at incremental growth over
the next five years of 100 students in
kindergarten through fifth grade.

               
... continued on page  A8

Spectacular Lafayette Estate
810 Mountain View Drive

Custom Branagh Moraga Estate
16 Quail Xing

Located only minutes from
downtown, this one of a kind
estate enjoys superior
appointments w/tremendous
attention to quality & detail
throughout. This stunning
4,460+/- sf. home offers 4BD plus
an office & 4 ½BA & is located on
a breathtaking 2.81+/- ac. parcel
with unparalleled views of Mt.
Diablo. The expansive grounds
include an outdoor kitchen &
movie screen, infinity pool, spa &
flat yard area making this home
an entertainer’s dream.

810MountainViewDr.com   
Offered at: $3,795,000

Completed in 2006, this gra-
cious, light-filled 5,818+/- sf.
Moraga estate with 5BD + office,
5BA is a splendid combination
of classic beauty & sophisticated
elegance. Enjoy breathtaking
panoramic views from this
Branagh built home situated on
a captivating 6.6+/- ac. parcel
that provides the ultimate spot for
entertaining and fresh-air enjoy-
ments as well as plenty of land
for horses, a guest retreat
and/or a vineyard.

16QuailXing.com     
Offered at: $3,400,000

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345  |  Kaaren Brickman 925.351.5049

www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466
CalBRE#: 01932119



For the past three Saturdays, a
determined group of volun-

teers has been pruning trees to rid
them of fire blight on the pear or-
chard at the corner of Camino Pablo
and Canyon Road, on the lot next to
the middle school belonging to the
Moraga School District.  Other pear
trees in town, which are the last
remnants of what used to be a major
industry, are also affected, some of
them very seriously, but they re-
main untouched since they are lo-
cated on private lots.  The disease
could kill these pear trees and con-
taminate other trees, such as apple,
plum and cherry.

      
“Not all trees are affected the

same and some trees can survive the
fire blight,” says Kenny Murakami
of the Moraga Garden Center.
Some types of pear trees, such as
the Ledbetter pear, is proven to be
fire blight resistant and the Kieffer
pear is not really fire blight resistant
but fire blight tolerant, but Bartlett
– the pear most widely found in
Moraga – as well as Bosc and
Clapp's Favorite are highly suscep-
tible.  Murakami says the infected
trees will be vectors of disease
propagation, especially in the spring
when the trees are in bloom.  

      
Moraga resident Bobbie Preston

organized pruning last year after she
found fire blight in her home garden
and noticed the disease on the
school property trees.  Unfortu-
nately, the disease continued to
spread this year.  “Last year we
didn't cut the branches far enough,”
explains Preston. “We need to cut
the affected branches 12 inches
below the last affected leaves.”  She
did this in her garden, and while the
pruning seemed radical at the time,
the trees have bounced back and are
no longer showing signs of the dis-
ease.

      
Volunteers came to prune for a

second time on Oct. 10.  They no-
ticed that some branches that had
been cut last year, or pruned during
the spring, were still infected.  “This
is the right time to do it when there
are still leaves on the tree and the
blight is very obvious,” says Pre-
ston.  Volunteers will come back to

the lot on Saturday mornings until
the end of the month of October to
save the historical trees.  Preston
will share tools and methodology
with those willing to tackle the issue
on their personal property.
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Design Review
Monday, Oct. 26, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Gary Bernie   &   Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie Ken Ryerson

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686144 CalBRE#01418309 

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

If you are considering selling your home, 
give us a call for assistance.

Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Not so missing student, 10/6/15
Moraga police contacted Saint
Mary’s public safety staff who
wanted help locating a student
who had not been seen for several
hours.  Moraga cops were able to
locate the student after a short in-
vestigation – he had spent the
evening with family members.

Needs help 10/07/15  Moraga
cops were asked to conduct a
welfare check on a family mem-
ber who is living on Corte Pinto.
Police contacted the homeowner
who was unable to walk to the
front door.  The fire department
responded and assisted officers in
entering the home.  Paramedics
transported him to a local hospital
for further treatment.

Driving erratically with stolen
stuff 10/8/15 A blue Mazda was
being driven fitfully on Moraga
Way, then proceeded onto
Camino Ricardo.  The 27-year-
old driver fled before the car
came to a stop and made a run for
it into the pear orchard.  Cops de-
termined the car hit a parked Ford
pickup during the chase.  Found
in the vehicle was approximately
$2,400 worth of suspected stolen
merchandise from Safeway.  Ge-
nius driver/alleged thief was ar-
rested for possession of stolen
property, resisting arrest, hit and
run and reckless driving.  Good-
ies were returned to Safeway and
the car was towed.

Loud party 10/10/15  This time it
wasn’t a college-centric celebra-
tion.  Instead, about 50 guests
gathered, along with a very loud
DJ playing music at a home on
Hazelwood Place for the home-
owner’s 70-year-old father’s
birthday.  The resident was issued
a written warning and advised to
quiet down.

Other crimes occurring in
Moraga between Oct. 5-13.
Slight Graffiti – School Street
Welfare Check – Augusta
Drive 
Gun Drop Off for Destruction
– owner deceased
Danger to Self – at local
convenience store
False Alarm – Thune Drive 

Moraga Police 
Department

Back and Forth Bargaining Between the College and the Town
By Sophie Braccini

Two topics emblematic of the
dynamics between Moraga

town officials and Saint Mary’s Col-
lege leadership were discussed at the
Town and Gown Committee meeting
Oct. 15. First, the town received its
initial report on the improved lighting
system at the intramural field that had
negatively impacted some residents;
second, a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) was approved to
share recreational facilities at no cost
for either party.  As Saint Mary’s Col-
lege desires to grow and improve its
student services, the town seeks to
control that growth while making
Moraga more of a college town.  

      
While not public meetings, Town

and Gown discussion items often end
up as subsequent action items at the
town council meetings. Diego Ríos, a
SMC senior and Associated Students
president, asked that he and his suc-
cessors be invited to the town and
gown breakfast table to make student
involvement in the town a priority.

      
The report on the lighting sys-

tem’s modification, presented by con-
sultant Leslie Davis of Lighting De-
sign who said it used state-of-the-art
equipment to measure the glare of the
old and the new system, drew ab-
solutely no comment from the atten-
dees.  Davis noted reductions in glare
from 32 to 90 percent, depending on
where the measurements were taken
in the neighborhood that adjoins the
lighted field.

      
Optimizing the lighting system to

reduce the glare on residents’ homes
is part of the conditions of approval
for the extended hours of operation on
the intramural field to 10 p.m.  Meas-
ures to limit noise pollution are also
part of the conditions of approval, and
the 10 p.m. limit will be reviewed
after one year for compliance.

      
The second topic of the night was

an agreement between the college and
the town to use each other's recre-
ational facilities at no cost.  Jay In-
gram, the parks and recreation
director, presented the agreement as
an opportunity to expose residents to

the campus and to encourage students
to be a part of the town.  All of the
town facilities are listed in the agree-
ment, such as the parks, the Hacienda,
the electronic sign, the new town
chambers, or the sand volleyball court
at the Commons Park.  The text of the
agreement notes that SMC’s facilities
are first and foremost to be used in the
fulfillment of Saint Mary’s mission
and that the first priority for use of the
college’s facilities are regular and spe-
cial college programs.  The facilities
that the town can use include the Soda
Activity Center, the outdoor basket-
ball courts, the Chapel, and Hagerty
Lounge.  Sports field and tennis court
usage are subject to review by Saint
Mary’s Athletic Compliance office in
order to avoid situations that could be
or could lead to possible NCAA in-
fractions.  The sharing of McKeon
Pavilion and the Joseph L. Alioto
Recreation Center are not included at
this time and will be reviewed in two
years.

      
A previous agreement was signed

in 1991 for a 20-year period; the new
MOU expires in five years.  When
Councilmember Dave Trotter asked
why the shortened period, Tim Farley,
director of community and govern-
ment relations for the college said,
“Saint Mary's is going through (its)
master plan right now, and there is
some concern about the use pattern of
our recreation center. And as Saint
Mary's goes forward in the next phase
of our master plan, we want this
agreement to be for a brief period of
time, and have it relooked at in an-
other five years.”  Trotter responded
by suggesting that the conditions of
approval of the college’s master plan
provide an additional opening to dis-
cuss a different term for the MOU.
Farley indicated he would relay this
comment to the college.

      
The MOU was approved by the

Town Council and will take effect
once the college’s president, James
Donahue, signs it.  It applies to the
government of the town only, not to
any other local organization.

Is This the End for Moraga Pear Trees?
Volunteers work to stop spread of fire blight 
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga Councilmember Teresa Onoda and SMC student Diego Ríos
Photo Sophie Braccini

trick or treat
Costumed children are invited to Trick or Treat the businesses of

Rheem Valley on Halloween, October 31st from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Free* Halloween Candy from participating businesses.

Sponsored by Rheem Valley businesses. Children must be accompanied by an adult. *While supplies last. Rheem Blvd. at Moraga Rd. in Moraga

rheemvalley.net
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MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Fall Classes & Activities
Sign-up Today

Yoga, Tai Chi, & More!

Not Ostentatious, But Efficacious
After a long wait, new town chamber opens Oct. 28
By Sophie Braccini

Historians could quite possibly
record Oct. 28 as the day the

town of Moraga entered the 21st cen-
tury.  For the first time that day, the
town council will meet in its new
chamber, located at 335 Rheem Blvd.,
while residents interested in following
the interactions will be able to watch
from the comfort of their homes, sip-
ping a glass of whatever they like to
sip.  It took years to transform the Pub-
lic Works Department corporation
yard into a state-of-the-art meeting
room for public officials, but the result
meets all expectations, both from an
esthetic and functional point of view.

      
The front patio, designed by land-

scape architect Tara Bhuthimethee,
features modern sculptures, local
boulders and trees, concrete urns
holding succulents, low walls to sit on
and benches, trellises for shade, and a
drought tolerant garden with "no-
mow" grass and dry creeks. And local
architect Steve Forster transformed
the former fire station and corp yard
into an esthetically pleasing Spanish-
style building.  

      
While the outside is inviting, the

real goodies are inside.

      
The town chamber is not vast or

grandiose, but it is classy and airy.
The black ceiling and gray or blue-
gray walls give the room a solemnity,

without being too cold.  The chamber
can hold up to 70 chairs, which can be
placed to face the slightly raised dais.
The electronic equipment in the space,
however, is what is most impressive:
large TV monitors on the side walls, a
retractable screen behind the dais, an
in-ceiling projection system, a fully-
equipped presentation table with a
camera to project documents, and a
sound system that should allow resi-
dents with any level of hearing to
comfortably follow the debates.

      
The technical room to the left of

the meeting chamber contains the
controls for the three cameras.  “There
is an automated option that allows to

just broadcast with one fix camera,”
says Town Clerk Marty McInturf.
“That's what we will start with.  Using
multiple cameras will require an op-
erator.” 

      
The total of the capital expendi-

ture for the broadcasting and audio
system was paid for by annual
$34,000 in public, education and gov-
ernment (PEG) revenue that is gener-
ated through a 71-cent monthly fee
paid by Moraga cable subscribers.
Moraga allocated recent PEG funds
for the installation.  During the first
phase, the video recording will be
available online within 24 to 48 hours
through the town website.  The sec-

ond phase will include a live broad-
cast on a local TV channel.  At this
time, the town’s live broadcast is re-
served for emergencies only.

      
The new site also features two

bathrooms, one ADA accessible, and
a smaller room for closed meetings.
The back of the building is still a
maintenance location and the left and
back outside areas are still housing the
town’s corp yard.

      
Lori Sucgang, the senior town en-

gineer who provided project manage-
ment support to complete the project,
says that parking is plentiful around
the site. “There is ADA parking at 335
Rheem, people can also park at 329
Rheem, at 333 Rheem (the site of
BrightStar Care that is closed by 7
p.m.), and along the boulevard,” she
says.  There is also ample parking
across the street and a new pedestrian
crosswalk will be striped in the com-
ing weeks.

      
The new building will likely

house all of the town's public meet-
ings, including those of the Planning
Commission and Design Review
Board.  McInturf anticipates that a
formal opening ceremony will be or-
ganized, inviting the public in to visit.
A soft opening will take place at 6
p.m. Oct. 28  with light refreshments
before the 7 p.m. council meeting.

Outside and inside views of the new town chamber at 335 Rheem Blvd. Photos Sohie Braccini

Real Estate…Simplified!

find all Agents at www.bhghome.com/Orinda

89 Davis Road Suite 100
Orinda  

925.254.0440
www.bhghome.com/Orinda

Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area; 
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.

Meet our Featured Agents ...

Stunningly updated Mid-Century with
original charm and character. Tons of sunlight
and gorgeous views.  4 bds/3.5 baths, office,

living and family rooms with fireplaces
formal dining room, 2 driveways and 2

carports, multiple decks and patio!   Offered
at $1,650,000 by Regina Englehart

925.876.9076.

Desirable Pointe Benicia condo. Larger
2+/2.5 model, 1422 sf, with cathedral

ceilings. Rear deck over lagoon in back.
Master bedroom suite with loft and

balcony over lagoon. 1st street shops and
restaurants just out your door. Offered at

$415,000 by Cris Maltzman,
925.330.4982

This home has new kit. and bathroom flrs,
fresh paint, new lighting, newer fenced in &

low maintenance yard and was remodeled just
2 years ago throughout! This home is move in

ready, sitting in a quiet cul de sac. Ideal for
indoor and outdoor entertainment and a
layout that families can enjoy.  Offered at  
$395,000 by Janine Hunt 510.409.6266.

Immaculate Rudgear Meadows home featuring
3BR/2.5BA and 2509 sq.ft. Modern steel tile

roof, newer HVAC, remodeled upstairs
bathrooms and granite counters in the kitchen.

Covered patio and large backyard with spa.
Short walking distance to swim club and kids
attend top-rated Alamo schools. Offered at
$1,059,000 by Jim Colhoun 925.200.2795.

Well loved home has been freshly painted
and spruced up. Enjoy the comfy living room
with fireplace, open kitchen/dining area, and

Tahoe-like back yard. Within walking
distance of elementary and high school, and

close to services and Orinda BART.  
Offered at $450,000 by Tania DeGroot

510.367.1422.

137 Cypress Point Way, Moraga 3 Charles Hill Place, Orinda 2575 Lavender Dr, Walnut Creek 3416 Morningside Drive, El Sobrante

326 Marina Village Way, Benicia 711 Pebble Court, El Sobrante

Gorgeous Moraga Country Club Townhome.
Remodeled with high-end finishes. Private

cul-de-sac location with front and back
patios. Wonderful floor plan, hardwood

floors, 1749 sq. ft. Perfect for entertaining
Third bedroom currently used as office.

Offered at $800,000 by Ruth Eddy
925.788.5449. CalBRE#01308462CalBRE#01313819

CalBRE#01362381

CalBRE#01029160

CalBRE#01909766

CalBRE#01094898

Regina Englehart, 
Broker-Manager 

925.876.9076
regina.englehart@bhghome.com

CalBRE# 01308462

Cris Maltzman 
925.330.4982

chris.maltzman@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01362381 

Ruth Eddy
925.788.5449 

ruth.eddy@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01313819

Melody Shahid
925.270.9580 

melody.shahid@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01922669

Maureen Caldwell-Meurer
510.915.0092

maureen.caldwell-meurer@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01908929

More buyers are getting loan approvals now, which is great news!
This is primarily due to 3 factors:

1. Home prices are stabilizing, with fewer multiple-offer 
scenarios in some areas

2. Employment, manufacturing and retail sales reports have 
been below expected levels, keeping the Federal Funds Rate 
and mortgage rates low

3. New TRID mortgage regulations are now in place to further 
protect consumers.

If you’d like more information about the local market, feel free to
contact us anytime!

TIP OF THE WEEK
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Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings

A6 Wednesday, October 21, 2015www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 7 p.m. 
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, Nov. 9, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Sept. 27 to Oct. 10
Alarms 48
Noise Complaints 6
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Traffic Stops 152
Suspicious Circumstances 9
Suspicious Subjects 7
Suspicious Vehicles 27
Battery

100 block Camino Sobrante
Vallecito Ln/El Toyonal

Brandishing a Weapon
Wagner Elementary
Moraga Way/Camino Encinas

Burglary, Auto
10 block Theatre Square
Wilder/Hwy 24 (2) 

Burglary, Commercial
10 block Orinda Way
Address n/a

Civil Problem
30 block Rheem Blvd

Fraud
200 block Sundown Terr
10 block Lost Valley Dr

Health & Safety Violation
60 block Singingwood Ln (2)

Harassment
10 block Altarinda Rd
10 block Dos Posos

Hit & Run
100 block Moraga Way
200 block Brookwood Rd

ID Theft
20 block Via Hermosa
10 block Descanso Dr
Reported to police
500 block Miner Rd
60 block Scenic Dr

Missing Juvenile
Glorietta Elementary

Missing Adult
10 block El Caminito

Police/Fire/EMS
Donald Dr/Alice Ln
100 block Camino Don Miguel
10 block Irwin Way
10 block Descanso Dr
7200 block San Pablo Dam Rd
Coral Dr/Moraga Way
10 block Camino Pablo
600 block Miner Rd

Public Nuisance
40 block La Cresta Rd
10 block Warford Terrace

Reckless Driving
Orinda Theatre 
Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd (3)
Orinda Way/San Pablo Creek
Acalanes Rd/Hwy 24
El Toyonal/Canyon Dr
Camino Pablo/Via Corte
Charles Hill/Honey Hill Rds
Miner Rd/Lombardy Ln

Shoplift
Safeway (3)
10 block Camino Sobrante

Theft, Grand
300 block Moraga Way

Theft, Petty
30 block Donald Dr
50 block Donald Dr
El Nido Ranch Rd/St Stephen’s Dr
10 block Totterdale Ct
10 block Orinda Way
20 block Overhill Rd
80 block Orinda Way (2)
Safeway

Theft, Vehicle
Theatre Square

Threats
10 block Hilary Way

Unwanted Guest
30 block Underhill Rd
10 block Hilary Way

Vandalism
100 block Rheem Blvd

Warrant Service/Arrest
60 block Oak Road (2)
400 block Camino Sobrante

Orinda School Board Selects Search Firm to Recruit
New Superintendent
The Orinda Union School

District board of trustees
voted unanimously Oct. 5 to se-
lect Hazard, Young, Attea & As-
sociates (HYA) to conduct a
search for its new superintendent.
The board will be filling the po-
sition left open by the upcoming
retirement of Dr. Joe Jaconette in
January 2016 after eight years of
service to the district and the
community. 

     
The board selected HYA after

thoroughly interviewing three dif-
ferent search firms during two
separate board meetings, which
were open to the public. HYA has
recently conducted several suc-
cessful local superintendent
searches including Piedmont Uni-
fied School District, Belmont-
Redwood Shores School District,
Ross School District and South
San Francisco Unified School
District. 

     
The board and HYA ex-

pressed their commitment to a
comprehensive process with ro-
bust opportunities for public

input. The community is invited
to take part in this process as it is
unveiled in the coming weeks
through town hall meetings, an
online survey, meetings held with

key stakeholder groups and
school board meetings.  For more
information, visit
http://www.orindaschools.org/Su-
perintendentSearch.

     
A Community Forum is

scheduled at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct.
26 at the District Office, Confer-
ence Room A, 8 Altarinda Road.
J. Wake

Council to Consider Changes to Orinda’s Smoking Ordinances
By Victor Ryerson

The Orinda City Council has di-
rected the city’s staff to present

proposals to change certain portions
of the Orinda Municipal Code
(OMC) that govern the sale and use
of tobacco in Orinda.  The council
identified specific issues of interest at
its Oct. 6 meeting, and the proposed
revisions will come back for discus-
sion at a later meeting.

      
Two sections of the OMC cur-

rently address smoking, prohibiting
the activity in some parks and nature
areas, and restricting the promotion
and sale of tobacco products to mi-
nors.  State law also regulates these
activities to a certain extent, and the
interrelationships with local regula-
tion are somewhat intricate.  The
council’s effort at the recent meeting

was to identify the areas for staff to
examine more closely for possible re-
vision of the city’s laws.  The issues
they pinpointed for further examina-
tion include outdoor use, including
sidewalks, tobacco retailer licensing,
and emerging issues relating to
smokeless tobacco products.

      
Other Contra Costa County com-

munities, including Lafayette and

Walnut Creek, have recently ex-
panded their smoking ordinances to
target more smoke- and vapor-pro-
ducing products and prohibit smoking
in more locations.

      
No public comment was offered

at the recent meeting, but the public
will be afforded a full opportunity to
offer comments when the matter
comes before the council in the future.

Maureen Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com
www.MaureenWilbur.com   CalBRE #01268536

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor

sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Maureen Wilbur represents you with the highest
level of  care and service every step of  the way!

If  you have a home to sell or want to
buy CALL Maureen

Ivy Road Repair Approved for 2016
By Jennifer Wake

Road conditions continue to be
a cause of concern in Orinda,

but Ivy Drive residents will be
given some relief beginning in
2016. Over the past two months,
the Citizen’s Infrastructure Over-
sight Commission has reviewed re-
pair scenarios recommended by
city staff and the StreetSaver pro-
gram and approved the 2016 list of
streets for council approval. The
list of streets slated for repair in the
2016 Annual Pavement Recon-
struction Project is a short one: Ivy
Drive.

      
At its Oct. 6 meeting, the City

Council approved the recommen-
dation by the CIOC to repair the

remaining section of Ivy Drive,
from Fiesta Circle North to Mor-
aga Way.

      
The CIOC’s recommendation

to only focus on this one section of
road for 2016 comes “because of
the success of the past several
years of paving projects has
brought the arterial Pavement Proj-
ect Index (PCI) to 78 and the col-
lector PCI to 66,” according to the
city council staff report. The
StreetSaver program, utilized as a
method of street selection for road
repairs, was putting all the money
from gas tax and Return-to-Source
funds into minor repairs to keep the
good roads good, and ignoring the

really bad roads, said Director of
Public Works Charles Swanson.
“As we’re trying to make the pro-
gram work for us, it basically
would ignore the bad road collec-
tors and arterials forever.  We had
to go back and look at collectors
and arterials with bad PCI ratings
and look at the streets with a PCI
less than 25.” 

      
Swanson said this section of

Ivy Drive was the next natural can-
didate on the list of collectors to be
repaired. The CIOC decided that
for 2016 and possibly the next cou-
ple of years roads selected for re-
pair should be the worst remaining
arterials, collectors and school

routes in Orinda. 

      
Council member Eve Phillips

suggested the CIOC look at start-
up and shut-down costs for each
road segment, and work to lump
segments together to ensure the
least disruption as possible for res-
idents during construction in the
future. 

      
The proposed cost of the Ivy

Road project will be approximately
$1.2 million. Once a Request for
Proposal is sent, and bids are re-
ceived and approved, construction
could begin by April or May of
next year, said Swanson.
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OCF Grant Application
Deadline Nov. 1
Submitted by Sue Severson

The Orinda Community Foundation,
which works to enhance the quality of

life in Orinda by encouraging philanthropy,
building partnerships, and providing financial
assistance to support community activities,
beautification and the arts, is accepting grant
applications through Nov. 1. In 2014, grants
were given to local organizations including
the Orinda Association, the Orinda Parks and

Recreation Foundation, Friends of the
Joaquin Moraga Adobe, Orinda Arts Council,
and the Orinda Garden Club to support the
annual Fourth of July parade, Lamorinda
Idol, Youth Ink, summer outdoor movies and
concerts, and more.  Applications are avail-
able online at www.orindafoundation.org or
can be sent to OCF, P.O. Box 21, Orinda CA
94563.

Orinda Community Foundation grants have helped support programs such as the Summer
Concerts at the Park series at the Orinda Community Park.  Pictured, DND Band at the June
9 concert. Photo Ohlen Alexander

Sister City Exchange Student
Welcomed by Council

Doing double duty on Oct.
6, former mayor Bobbie

Landers presented Karel Balogh,
Orinda’s 16th exchange student
from its sister city of Tabor,
Czech Republic, to the City
Council.  Balogh, who is attend-
ing Miramonte High School, un-
derwent a highly competitive
process to demonstrate that he
was a good fit for the program,
and was fluent enough in English
to do well in classes at Mira-
monte.  Sister Cities’ host fami-
lies typically provide room and
board for their assigned students.
Orinda’s first mayor Richard
Heggie, with Landers, was in-
strumental in organizing the con-
nection with Tabor, according to
the city of Orinda website.  Lan-
ders, the last surviving member
of Orinda's first City Council,
also presented a history of
Orinda’s cityhood at the council
meeting. The highlight of the
presentation was a screening of
the 17-minute videotape that was
used to persuade residents to opt
for cityhood. Orinda officially
became a city on July 1, 1985.
V. Ryerson

Photo Victor Ryerson

CalBRE#01335916/0885925 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. 
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Has your home outgrown you?
Let us help you create a simpler, freer lifestyle.  

We can provide answers to all of the real estate questions that come with downsizing.
Call us for a free consult.

Frank Woodward  Tina Jones 925-330-2620   
WoodwardJonesTeam.com

Two Masters in Real Estate Providing World Class Service

californiamoves.com

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 
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5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600

2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

OAKLAND $695,000
1/2. Views of Lake Merritt.  Luxury co-op
features walls of glass, an office/den
space, low maintenance lifestyle.
Andi Brown   CalBRE#01738605

ORINDA $799,000
3/2. Convenience & Style in this Mid-
Century Classic in downtown. Beautiful
flat yard.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

MORAGA $795,000
3/2. Super sharp updated Traditional
townhome nestled a quiet cul-de-sac in
Carroll Ranch.
Patti Camras CalBRE#01156248

LAFAYETTE $7,500/mo.
5/5.5. Wonderful, Mid Century serene
estate property on 2.5 ac flat lot. Pool
& 2 bd pool house.
The Hattersley’s    CalBRE# 01181995

ORINDA $3,450,000
5/4.5. High Tech Lux. Tuscan Villa. 4757
sq. ft w/ 400 sf. Guest/Pool house on
nearly gated acre in Sleepy Hollow.
David Pierce   CalBRE# 00964185

ORINDA $1,765,000
4/3.5. Branagh Built 2005! 3311
sqft,beautiful detailing,spacious rms, wood
paneled office,high ceilings, .66 acres
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,525,000
4/3.5. Remodeled & expanded. Easy
living with many upgrades. Part of
Woodland Hill swim & tennis.
Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE#01341390/01388020

BERKELEY $1,785,000
4/4.5. Claremont Traditional. Great loc.
Remodeled, sun filled & updated to
maintain original charm.
Laura Abrams    CalBRE# 01272382

LAFAYETTE $1,189,000
3/2. One of the best cul-de-sacs in
Lafayette. Upgrades galore. Happy Valley
Elementary.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

ORINDA $1,685,000
4/2. Exceptional Style! Beautiful &
refined on private setting w/
remarkable outdoor spaces w/ pool.
Diane Petek   CalBRE# 01703677

MORAGA $1,430,000
4/2.5. Beautifully Updated! 2484 sqft,
great floorplan, large family room, formal
living/dining, .25 acre flat lot.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,395,000
4/2. Private w/ views of Briones. Flat
front and back lawns & decks for play
and entertaining.
Laura Abrams    CalBRE# 01272382

ORINDA $3,295,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

MORAGA $1,550,000
3/2.5. Beautiful finishes, 2643 sqft, lovely
landscaping, new appliances, remodeled
master bath.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,325,000
4/2.5. 1935 updated traditional 4 bed/
2.5 bth home on private .82acre with
spectacular views!
Lynn Molloy   CalBRE# 01910108

OAKLAND $1,395,000
4/2.5. Stunning multi-lvl, vu’s chef kitch,
pvt, 2 Mstr suites, decks, H/W, yard,
garage, CLEAN.
Tom Stack     CalBRE# 01501769

THIS IS HOME.
This is where laughter is shared, 
imagination is encouraged and fun 
is mandatory.

Coldwell Banker.
Where Home Begins. 

Contact Coldwell Banker today.  
ColdwellBankerHomes.com.

#ThisIsHome
#LoveWhereYouLive
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Please submit  
Letters and Opinions:  

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Room
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

So You Want to Be a Firefighter?
By Nick Marnell

Your captain directs you to per-
form a dangerous, hazardous

duty, like climbing onto a burning
roof. What do you say to her?   To
succeed as a firefighter-paramedic
with the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict, you need to know that answer,
and you need to respond quickly.  

      
Fire Chief Stephen Healy and

two recently hired firefighter-para-
medics, Jeremy Kshevatzky and
Chris Sillers, presented a behind the
scenes look at the testing process re-
cruits endure in their quest to be-
come MOFD
firefighter-paramedics.

      
“First up is the written test. It

covers mechanical aptitude, mathe-
matics, medical questions, reading
comprehension. You’ve got to be
pretty smart to get through that,”
said Kshevatzky.  “And you’ve got
to get smart at testing. Utilize the in-
formation the department has given
you, study, and prepare.”

      
“We also want to see how they

would respond to certain firefight-
ing situations,” said Healy. “You see
your captain stick into his pocket a
wad of cash that he picked up from
the inside of a house where a fire
was just extinguished.  What do you
do?”  Was he collecting evidence?
Was he trying to protect the money

from fire damage?  Was he stealing
it?   

      
The chief said that most of the

applicants make it to the next round:
the interview with the fire board.
“They ask seven or eight open-
ended questions, like, why do you
want this job?” he said. 

      
“They don’t want canned an-

swers,” said Kshevatzky.  “They are
looking for honesty. They may ask,
how do you respond to a patient
who has made it clear that she does
not agree with paying her taxes to
support the fire district?  (We’re
here to take care of whoever is in
need.)” 

      
Successful candidates then

progress to a paramedic skills eval-
uation. “Show us that you can func-
tion as a paramedic,” said the chief. 

      
“It’s role playing,” said Sillers.

“A panel sits at a table, a mannequin
lying on the ground, they watch
how I interact. They want to see
how you think in a dynamic situa-
tion.  Can you make the right deci-
sions?” 

      
The skills evaluation is a pass-

fail test.  For example, the candidate
responds to a victim who was hit by
a car. If she does not hold the vic-
tim’s head still, she fails.

      
Qualified applicants progress to

the fire chief’s interview. “It’s more
personal,” said Kshevatzky. “Chief
Healy wanted to get to know who I
was, where I came from, about my
family.”  Sillers interviewed with
previous fire chief Randy Bradley.
“We spent 45 minutes talking about
my life, and my family experi-
ences,” he said. Note the similarity
in the interview style of the two
chiefs.

      
The final test portion is the para-

medic field evaluation. “It’s the
most important test we take,” said
Sillers. Candidates ride along in the
ambulances, and are monitored on
how they respond to a stroke call, a
pediatric call, a diabetic with breath-
ing difficulty. This segment may
take up to two weeks.

      
“We want to be certain that the

individual has the skill sets and the
potential to be a successful, long-
term district employee,” said Healy.
“Plus, they work at a station, spend-
ing time interacting with the crews.
We try to place them with a captain
they match with.  Also, we provide
them differing perspectives. The
Orinda crews respond to freeway
incidents, while those at the Moraga
stations would experience calls at
Saint Mary’s.” 

      
“A lot of people can answer

questions, but they want to know if
you are someone they can work
with,” said Sillers. 

      
“It was very stressful,” said

Kshevatzky. “I was a paramedic in
another county. I had to make sure
that I performed according to the
protocols of this county, knowing
that if I don’t succeed right now, I
won’t be here tomorrow.”

      
Meanwhile, the candidates

undergo a physical, a psycholog-
ical test and a background check.
“Through the field evaluation and
the background check is where
we lose the most people,” said
Healy.

      
The entire testing process took

seven months, said Kshevatzky, be-
fore he received a phone call from
the chief, telling him that he was an
MOFD firefighter-paramedic. “I’ve
never felt anything like it,” he said.
“It was the best feeling, knowing
that all of my hard work had finally
paid off.”

      
The correct answer to that ques-

tion in the opening paragraph?  “It’s
our job to perform tasks that many
would consider hazardous and dan-
gerous,” said Sillers. 

      
It is likely that those who choose

a career as a firefighter would not
have it any other way.

      
“What we’re learning is every

school has a great deal of need,”
adding that when it comes to financ-
ing and improvements, “we are on
our own,” since there is no matching
money available from the state. Zinn
said no decision has been made and
the district is committed to keeping
the assessment process open and
transparent, which is the point of the
Community Engagement Meetings.   

      
As the Oct. 15 meeting wrapped

up, Gerson gave a summary of the
current budget situation, noting that
starting in 2008 there were significant
cutbacks that affected the district,
with basic maintenance of the build-
ings the only option.  One example of
the current state of aging infrastruc-
ture he cited was a gas line that was
installed in 1954 at Burton Valley El-

ementary School, and a leak in the
line that left students without heat for
a week in early March of this year. 

      
Each school in the district is plan-

ning a meeting to promote dialogue
with parents and the community
about specific school needs.  That in-
formation will be presented to the
school board, along with poll results
that will be completed in November.
It will be up to the board to make a
decision to see if they would like to
pursue a general obligation bond to
address a school facilities overhaul. 

      
The old library directly adjacent to

Lafayette Elementary School is another
consideration in the overall facilities
picture.  The LSD negotiated a lease
with the city of Lafayette on the prop-
erty in late September 2015, with an
option to buy the parcel that expires on

April 1, 2017. With its $32 million an-
nual budget, the district is in the black,
but in no way could pay for an exten-
sive remodel of campuses or purchase
and renovate the library structure.

      
The public is welcome to attend

the next three community engage-
ment meetings, which will be held at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 22 at the
Stanley Middle School multi-use
room, at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 26
at the Springhill Elementary MUR,
and at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 27 at
the Happy Valley Elementary MUR.

      
To see the complete HKIT analy-

sis of existing campus buildings and
school needs, go to the LSD website,
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us, then click on
the Facilities Master Planning re-
source page, then the HKIT Archi-
tects presentation. 

District Grapples with Old Schools,
More Kids

... continued from page A3
Fine Interior Painting
Painting beautiful spaces in Lamorinda since 1982

Peter A. Dewey
Lamorinda resident
925-360-4229
www.BayviewPainting.net
Bonded & insured – CA License #960624

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

STOP CLEANING
Get Gutter Guards!

• Fits all sizes of gutters
• 10 year No-Clog Warrenty
• High quality aircraft alloy
• We will clean and repair your gutters 
before installation of your new guards

Licensed & Insured #939838

Fall Special - 20% OFF
The Gutter Guard Company

925-247-7044
www.bayareagutterguards.com 

loan.

dream
Find your

NMLS# 466072

Finding your dream home is an amazing feeling. Being able 

to afford it is even better. At SAFE Credit Union, we have the 

perfect home loan for you and your perfect home. Right now, 

we’re offering an Adjustable Rate Mortgage at a low 3.15% APR 

and we’ll even waive the cost of lender fees. For more details 

about our home loans, visit us 

online at safecu.org/homeloans.

(800) SEE-SAFE   
safecu.org/homeloans Change the way you bank.

1APR accurate as of 08/18/2015 subject to change, and may increase after consummation. APR subject 
to credit approval and membership eligibility. 
2$900 in SAFE origination costs waived. Third-party fees apply. Excludes FHA, VA, and refinance 
transactions. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer expires 11/1/2015. See SAFE for details 
and other restrictions.

NO LENDER  
 FEES2

ADJUSTABLE  
RATE MORTGAGE

3.00%

3.15%1

APR

home



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  Wednesday, October 21, 2015 A9

Thank you for recycling this paper. It is printed on at least 50% recycled
material and vegetable based ink and should be recycled again. 

Dario Hadjian, owner of
Orinda’s Taverna Pellegrini

that opened for business in mid-
September, says he likes to eat and
he loves to cook.  The statement
won’t surprise anyone who has
smelled the gorgonzola cream
sauce that coddles his homemade
gnocchi or tasted a steaming slice
of his fire-roasted pizza. “My
pizza is amazing,” Hadjian attests.
“As thin as it can be and as light
as it can be.”

     
Persian by birth and Italian by

heart, Hadjian pronounces “pro-
sciutto” and “mozzarella” as they
were meant to be spoken: with
elongated vowels and short stac-
cato consonants.

     
Hadjian fell in love with Rome

as a young man, wandering his
way through the city’s cobblestone
streets and among its ancient mon-
uments. During the time that he at-
tended Rome’s American
University, he got “a new batch of
friends” every semester. “Romans
are easy-going,” said Hadjian,
who grew accustomed to showing
around foreigners, sharing with
them the things he enjoyed most. 

     
Hadjian’s love of cooking, eat-

ing, and Roman cuisine are the
passions that he brought to Piazza
Pellegrini, the Italian restaurant he
opened in San Francisco’s North
Beach neighborhood over 10
years ago. Prior to getting his own
place, Hadjian worked in Califor-
nia’s food industry for over a
decade, helping to open spots like
Café Tiramisu and Caffe Delle
Stelle. 

     
“It gave me a good chance to

learn a lot about the business,”
said Hadjian, who also started his
own import and export company
bottling olive oils and balsamic
vinegars. 

     
“Like every person in the

restaurant business, you’re stupid
enough to want your own place
until you have it,” Hadjian joked.
“[But] if you like people and being
with people, you get hooked on
this kind of environment, even if
it’s really hard.”

     
Hadjian, it would seem, is just

that kind of person, hence the
opening of Taverna Pellegrini, an
East Bay outpost of his original
establishment. “I’d been looking
to expand and having lived in
Walnut Creek and Lafayette prior
to opening in San Francisco, I
wanted to open a place here. I
know a lot of people and the envi-
ronment here in Orinda is really
nice.” 

     
Hadjian likes the taverna’s

proximity to BART and the free-
way, one that allows him to share
staff with his North Beach loca-
tion. “These guys are my family,”
he says of his employees. “I take
care of them they take care of
me.”

     
On the menu at Taverna Pelle-

grini, you’ll see many of the same
Roman Italian specialties, from
the classic bruschetta made with
melted fontina cheese and sautéed
mushrooms to mista and arugula
salads, an array of wood-fired piz-
zas and paninis, and no shortage
of primis and secondis. The
restaurant has a full bar and a gen-
erous wine list. 

     
With seating for up to 100

guests, the Tuscan-inspired space
is brightly painted and divided
into a partially-enclosed front din-
ing room with window seats, a
central bar with plenty of stools
and two television screens, and a
back section of two- and four-top
tables. “I liked the space,” said
Hadjian, who hopes to expand into
catering and private events and
now has the room to do so. The

taverna is currently open seven
days a week for dinner only, with
plans for brunch and lunch options
in the near future.

     
Specialties of the house in-

clude spinach, meat, crab, squash,
and lobster raviolis (each of which
is made daily by hand and
uniquely colored); wood-fired piz-
zas, and saltimbocca alla piemon-
tese – a butterflied chicken breast
filled with prosciutto and moz-
zarella and served in a cream sage
sauce with steamed vegetables
and herbed potatoes. Though it’s a
calorie-dense dish, the saltim-
bocca is surprisingly light, the
sauce thin and simple, rich in fla-
vor, but not overly heavy. Had-
jian’s pizza is no pie, but it is
flavorful, made with oven-cooked
tomato sauce and a simple selec-
tion of authentic ingredients,
many of which are sourced di-
rectly from Italy.

     
“I work on all the recipes my-

self,” said Hadjian. “I have an ex-
tensive knowledge of Italian food
and try to keep it as authentic as
possible, as fresh as possible, and
as simple as possible. That’s really

Italian food. We make it really rus-
tic and really simple, but fresh.”

     
Hadjian hopes that his Orinda

space will offer both a relaxed at-
mosphere and a bit of a sports bar,
something for families, couples,
students and seniors. “That’s why
I call it a tavern. It’s a casual set-
ting, but we make everything from
scratch, so it’s fine food, good
quality food, but very homey and
rustic.”

     
Ultimately what Hadjian

wants to offer Lamorindans is an
eatery they can brag about and one
that they return to. “What we hope
for is that you as a resident are
proud of your local place,” said
Hadjian, who anticipates loyal re-
turn-customers to supplement cu-
rious new visitors. “That’s what
keeps us going. That’s the kind of
reward that you want. The same
faces coming back.”

Walgreens Opens in Lafayette
3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. (925) 385-2385

The new Walgreens pharmacy and convenience store opened
Oct. 9 on Mt. Diablo Boulevard, in the former Citibank and
Mountain Mike's Pizza building across from Diablo Foods.  Jay
Lifson, the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce executive director,
welcomed Cindy Ma, the district manager for Walgreens, at the
opening. The store is open every day from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., the
pharmacy is open from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. during the week and 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekends.

Shop Orinda Campaign: Win a $100 Gift Certificate
The Orinda Chamber of
Commerce has put to-
gether a fun way to entice
people to visit businesses
on both sides of Orinda,
with the Shop Orinda
Campaign.  “Just go to
the 10 participating busi-
nesses and have them
stamp your card,” ex-
plains Chamber of Com-
merce president Sylvia
Jorgensen.  There is no
obligation to purchase
anything as you visit
Echo Grove, McDonnell
Nursery, Hello Tiara,
Morrison's, Parker
Thatch, Hilton House,
Orinda Cleaners, Orinda
Designer Shoes, Repub-
lic of Cake and Orinda
Motor.  “You just have to
visit,” adds Jorgensen.
Each of the 10 participat-

ing businesses have contributed $100, and 10 winning $100
gift cards will be drawn from the completed cards collected.
“This is just a way to get people to know the Orinda busi-
nesses better,” adds Jorgensen.  The completed cards must be
dropped at the Chamber of Commerce office, 26 Orinda Way,
by Nov. 28.

Sustainability and Green Building Award Winners
Sustainable Contra Costa hosted its 7th annual Sustain-
ability & Green Building Awards gala Sept. 23 at the Con-
cord Hilton. Moraga-based nonprofit, 4CL, which stands
for Contra Costa County Climate Leaders, took home an
award for its work with policymakers to find solutions to
local, environmental issues. Environmental advocate and
teacher Sheila Hill received an award for her ongoing
work in the Sustainable Schools program, the Wellness
City Challenge, Generation Green, and Parents for a Safer
Environment.  Three outstanding Green Building projects
were recognized this year: Woodbury, Lafayette’s newest
eco-friendly residential complex, the Milovic residence
in Lafayette, and Orinda’s Old Yellow House.

Moraga Employee of the Month for September
Ariela Araquistain, a popular waitress and cashier at The
Golden Palace
restaurant, has
been named the
Moraga Em-
ployee of the
Month for Sep-
t e m b e r .
Araquistain has
developed a
loyal following
during the
seven months
she has worked
at Golden
Palace and her
managers and
c o - w o r k e r s
have noticed
her enthusiasm
and unflagging
work ethic.
She often stays
late after her
shift to assist in other restaurant duties.  The Moraga Rotary
and Chamber of Commerce awarded Araquistain gift cards
to Safeway and the Home Goods store in Moraga at an Oct.
6 Moraga Rotary meeting.

John Gillham Starts Fitness Coaching Practice
3385 Mt Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, john@marathonjohn.com
www.marathonjohn.com
“I specialize in fostering freedom
through FUNctional fitness,” says
John Gillham, a former ultra-
marathon runner. “I coach and guide
my clients to find their strength and
do things with their bodies they only
dreamed of before.” Most of Gill-
ham’s clients are individuals who let
their health become a lower priority
than their job or children.  He guides
them back to where they once were
and beyond through personal strength training. Gillham is a
NASM certified personal trainer, CHEK Exercise Coach as well
as an Underground Strength Coach.  He guides clients with diet
and lifestyle and trains in a variety modalities ranging from ket-
tlebells to powerlifting and gymnastics. Gillham operates JG Fit-
ness within BeFit Exercise studio, offering a free training session
for new clients.

News from the Three Chambers of
Commerce
Lafayette
Lafayette Reservoir Run at 8 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 25.  The run is a
family event, with optional costumes.  To register, visit lafayet-
techamber.org. 

October Mixer at Bradley School of Music from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 1042 Brown Avenue.

Moraga
Business meeting open to members and interested parties at 8
a.m. Friday, Oct. 30 at in the Hacienda de las Flores Fireside
Room, 2100 Donald Drive. Speaker Stephanie Shaterian, owner
of fLO Content Marketing, will discuss how to create marketing
videos.

Orinda
Fall into Oktoberfest Mixer at Landhome Financial from 5:30 to
7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 22 at 2 Theater Square, #146, Orinda.
Complementary brews and nibbles will be served.

business briefs If you have a business brief to share, please contact  
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com  

Business

Orinda’s Taverna Pellegrini: A Place to Come Back To
By A.K. Carroll

Photos A.K. Carroll

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

Walgreens grand opening Photo Sophie Braccini

Taverna Pellegrini
65 Moraga Way, Orinda

Petrole sole with lemon caper sauce

Pasta Carbonara

Squash ravioli with butter sage sauce

Scaloppini all Piccata (pork scalop-
pini with lemon caper sauce)

Spinach cheese ravioli in pesto sauce

John Gillham
Photo provided

From left: Roger Gregory, Jay Lie, Ariela
Araquistain and Kevin Reneau

Photo provided
Celebrating an Anniversary?
If your business is celebrating a significant anniversary
(5, 10, 20 years or more …) send us a photo of your busi-
ness, the owner(s) or the staff with specific information
about your business and what you’re celebrating, and
we’ll include it in an upcoming issue.
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Giving Dreams an Address    

3 Canyon View Drive, Orinda 

4 Las Cascadas, Orinda 

25 Las Vegas Road, Orinda 

He’s All About New Listings in May 

 
Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

CalBRE #: 00903367

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

30 Years Selling More Homes Than Any Other Individual Agent! 

BRE #: 00903367 

Welcome to the Spring Market! 

528 Tahos Road, Orinda 
    5 bedrooms - 4 baths - 2 half baths 

5,123sqft - .54 acre  

25 Monte Vista Road, Orinda 
 2 bedrooms - 2.5 baths  

2,311sqft - .20 acre  

Homes Are Open This Sunday 2-4pm 

3 Canyon View Drive, Orinda 

4 Las Cascadas, Orinda 

25 Las Vegas Road, Orinda 

He’s All About New Listings in May 

 
Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FOR OVER 36 YEARS

FALL SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

PG&E’s High Wire Act Wraps Up
... continued from page A1

      

The high wire act is fascinating to
watch. The specially trained linemen
use a technique called “long lining,”
which involves hanging from a cable
underneath the helicopter as they are
transported from the ground onto the
tower. PG&E was one of the first util-
ities in the United States to introduce
long line work procedures, something
still taught at the company’s Liver-
more facility, Sarkissian said. 

      

Long lining is now used nation-
wide. On the ground, more workers
watch as the new line gets pulled
along the towers, ensuring the wires
stay off the ground and away from
contact with each other. Temporary
catch poles and wire baskets went up

along the route as crews began pulling
wire from Rossmoor through the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail. 

      

The crews worked on Moraga
Road near Buckingham Drive across
from the Campolindo High School
soccer fields, adjacent town offices on
La Salle Drive, and at the north end
of the Mulholland open space along
Rheem Boulevard between Scofield
and Harold Drives. They expect to
work in Orinda through October, and
plan to pull their last transmission line
from Lafayette to Rossmoor late this
month. 

      

The project is scheduled for com-
pletion in November, contingent upon
resources and safe weather condi-

tions, Sarkissian said. But weather is
actually one reason the upgrades have
come about – peak summer demand
or extreme weather conditions can
max out the current transmission
lines’ capacity.  

      

There will be no encore perform-
ance anytime soon for this high wire
act. “We expect these upgrades to last
more than 60 years,” Sarkissian said.

      

PG&E construction and line up-
grades in the East Bay began in Janu-
ary and are scheduled for completion
during the summer of 2016. For more
information, visit
http://www.pge.com/en/safety/cc-
moraga/index.page?WT.mc_id=Van-
ity_contracosta-moraga.

Group Demands Weil’s Ouster
... continued from page A1

      
“Cohn has used as a vehicle for

his personal attack the written and
oral statements of CCCERA’s
lawyer, Harvey Leiderman,” contin-
ued Weil.  He explained that in Au-
gust, Leiderman wrote a
memorandum to CCCERA laying
much of the blame on the MOFD
board for Nowicki's improper pen-
sion, failing to mention that Leider-
man warned CCCERA in 2009 that
the practices and policies of the re-
tirement board for more than 10 years
had caused overpayments to retirees,

including many of the items that Lei-
derman claimed were caused by the
misconduct of the MOFD board or
Nowicki.  “Cohn knows all about
Leiderman’s 2009 letter, but he is
hiding that fact in his petition,” said
Weil. 

      
Weil asserted that Leiderman’s

suggestion that the MOFD board vi-
olated the Brown Act in working out
Nowicki’s pension was baseless and
gratuitous, yet Weil said that Cohn
continues to create the impression
that Weil violated the Brown Act.   

      
“This is not personal between me

and Fred; I don’t even know him per-
sonally,” said Cohn.  “This is about
something he and the 2008 board did
... which has damaged the commu-
nity by handing out millions of dol-
lars to a favored public employee.”

      
In its 18-year history, several di-

rectors have resigned from the
MOFD board, the latest being Frank
Sperling, who moved out of the dis-
trict in 2013. No board member ever
resigned in response to public pres-
sure.
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Plaza Center
(925) 283-3380

6211 Medau Pl., Oakland
(510) 339-2210

Offer good while supplies last.
One gift per customer, please. Gift Dates:

Oct. 21 – Nov. 8 Auburn
Next to SaveMart & CVS

(530) 885-0500

Choose Your Moisturizer
RENERGIE LIFT MULT-ACTION NIGHT 
Lifting and Firming Night Cream
BIENFAIT MULTI-VITAL NIGHT
High Potency Night Moisturizing Cream

Choose Your Lipcolor
COLOR DESIGN Lipcolor (2 shade choices)

Receive
ADVANCED GENIFIQUE
Youth Activating Concentrate
CRÈME RADIANCE Cleanser
DEFINICILS Mascara
BI-FACIL Eye Makeup Remover
Cosmetics Bag

Lafayette

FREE Gift with Purchase! 
7- PIECE GIFT- YOURS WITH ANY 

$35 LANCOME PURCHASE ($90.00 – 98.00 VALUE)

Montclair

RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. – Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.

Vino is not your typical restaurant.
Our food is made only with the freshest and finest
ingredients. We do not use any commercial sauces,
hydrogenated oils or trans-fats. What we serve you

is delicious, healthy food made with passion.
A few selections:
Beet Salad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins, goat cheese, herb vinaigrette....7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta cheese, 

balsamic olive oil ......................................................................9
Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans, chimichurri sauce........18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino:  in a rich tomato-basil sauce, parmesan, garlic toast..19
Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo ......................................................19
Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens, and potato gratin..17
Veal Scallopini: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine .........................................17

Building Bridges
Orinda resident participates in Bridges To Prosperity projects 
By Sophie Braccini

Naya Olmer simply wants to be
treated like one of the guys

when she works on a construction
site.  When the 22-year-old Orinda
resident signed up to build a bridge in
Panama this summer, she knew what
she was doing: she had already
worked on a similar project in
Rwanda, proving that she had the
stamina as well as the desire to handle
serious manual labor.  The slender
young woman got plenty of chances
to prove herself again in the small
Panama village of Los Canones while
helping to build a new footbridge so
children could get to school safely.  

      
“I love to build things, I love to

use tools,” says Olmer, who thinks
building a new bridge from scratch is
one of the coolest projects she has
done in her life.  Besides working
with her hands, what she also appre-

ciated was the long-lasting and signif-
icant impact this charitable venture
has on an entire community.

      
The bridge in Rwanda serves

10,000 people, in a community that is
separated by a river.  “On one side of
the river you have the hospital, the
market, the school, access to main
roads, and the other side is just farm-
land,” she explains, noting that resi-
dents lived on both sides of the river.
“During the dry season people can
cross on foot, but during the wet sea-
son they can’t.  The situation was sim-
ilar in Panama,” says Olmer.  “The
main purpose of the bridge was for
school children to access the school
safely.”  The old bridge was made of
tree trunks and branches.

      
On site, the team of 10 American

volunteers – mostly male professional
engineers, one intern from the non-

profit Bridges To Prosperity (BTP)
and another young woman – worked
with three local volunteers. 

      
BTP constructed the concrete

foundation ahead of time and the
group Olmer was a part of had 12
days to build the suspension bridge.
It is made of steel towers, steel cables
going across the towers and steel sus-
pender cables coming down from the
towers to the decking, which is a steel
base with a wooden top. Olmer
worked all jobs, including on scaf-
folding where she loved the bird’s-eye
view of the site.  By the end she
worked on decking the bridge. “There
is nothing in front of you, and you
look down (at the river), and you
think that you’re literally bridging that
river,” she says, adding that the feel-
ing of accomplishment was over-
whelming.   ... continued on page B3

The happy team in front of the finished bridge Photos provided

The old bridge was made of branches from trees grow-
ing on both sides of the river.

The left bank team with Naya Olmer was the first to
cross the bridge.
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Steve Wampler is not about to
miss out on life, in spite of the

life he has been dealt. It has been five
years since Wampler conquered
climbing the face of Yosemite’s El
Capitan, inch by inch, one measly pull
at a time. The six-day, five-night
climb was unprecedented. Wampler,
born with cerebral palsy, is confined

to a wheelchair – and has the use of
only one arm.  

      
According to the Stephen J.

Wampler Foundation website, the
Lafayette native wanted to show kids
with physical challenges that while it
didn’t have to be El Capitan, they
should find and work toward accom-
plishing challenges that they placed
upon themselves, and enjoy all that
came from that process.  He wanted
to show them, by example, what they
could face as individuals … disability
and all.

      
Schooled in an era before the

Americans with Disabilities Act,
Wampler says his mother advocated
for a mainstream education for him.
As CEO of his foundation, Wampler
now advocates for the next generation
of children with disabilities.  

      
Wampler will speak about “Ris-

ing Above: Overcoming Obstacles in
Spite of Adversity” at 7 p.m. Oct. 26
at Stanley Middle School, 3455
School Street in Lafayette, as part of
a Lafayette Partners in Education par-
ent education event. He will tell his
amazing story of the grit, sheer will
and guts needed to climb the famous
rock face, which is chronicled in the
YouTube documentary “Wampler’s
Ascent,” as well as talk about his
beloved “Camp Wamp” – a High
Sierra wilderness camp for youth with
disabilities that he established as a
nonprofit 12 years ago. 

      
Wampler has been on both sides of

the camp equation; having grown up
in Lafayette he attended camp for 10
years beginning in the late 1970s. The
then-nameless camp was initially ad-
ministered by Easter Seals of Walnut
Creek, but it fell into disuse and was
sold to the Boy Scouts. Wampler re-
vived the campsite and went to work.

      
A self-proclaimed “go getter”

who now lives near San Diego,
Wampler says the camp offers kids
with physical disabilities the opportu-
nity to step outside their own bound-
aries while attending a sleepaway
week of camping under the stars, fish-
ing, canoeing, and hiking and survival
challenges. The camp currently oper-
ates only during two summer weeks
accommodating 60 campers per
week. Campers arrive from across the

country, “New York, Massachusetts,
Seattle, New Mexico and Florida,”
Wampler said, and return home hav-
ing learned independence, creativity
and problem solving. 

      
He hopes eventually Camp

Wamp will host campers from every
state. Cost per camper, which
Wampler says covers “everything”
including insurance, counsellors and
supplies, varies depending on the re-
cipient but runs approximately $2,300
per camper. 

      
Now thanks to an anonymous

donor, Camp Wamp is poised to ex-
pand dramatically in the next few
years. Wampler plans to buy a new
campsite, build a kitchen and class-
rooms and eventually operate the
camp several months per year. The
initial donation (to preserve
anonymity, Wampler has declined to
reveal its exact amount) has kick-
started a 2015 Camp Wamp
fundraiser, known as the #2gether
Project. Its goal is to raise $4 million.
Wampler has also begun talks with
corporate sponsors. 

      
He says fundraising is simply a

matter of “getting the right people in
the right room.”  He hopes to see the
project go viral. Wampler is also
scheduled to speak before the entire
Stanley student body as well as to
Happy Valley Elementary School stu-
dents.  “I know what the camp did for
me,” Wampler said, noting how “in-
dependent and confident” campers re-
turn after their High Sierra
experience.  

      
As he says in an online video:

“You have a disability; that’s not
going to change.  I don’t care if you’re
mad about it; I don’t care if you’re sad
about it. You’re missing out on life!” 

      
No one would ever accuse

Wampler of that.
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Disabling Barriers
Steve Wampler to discuss “Overcoming Obstacles In Spite
of Adversity” at Stanley Oct. 26 
By Cathy Dausman

To reserve a seat for the Oct. 26 LPIE lecture, go to 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4CA5A8238-district.  
For information about the Stephen J. Wampler Foundation, visit
http://www.wamplerfoundation.org/.  To view “Wampler’s Ascent,” the
documentary film released in 2013 that chronicles Wampler’s six-day,
five-night climb of Yosemite’s El Capitan rock face, go to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTYdHk7cGiQ.

On day four of his ascent, Steve Wampler hangs 45 feet from the wall.

Steve Wampler Photos provided

Tips to Tackle Head Lice
Now that school is back in ses-

sion, there is one thing – or
several things – parents would rather
their child not bring home: head lice.
While Dr. Kelly Hood of Lamorinda
Pediatrics recommends first using
over-the-counter permethrin 1%
(Nix) or pyrethrins (Rid), she says to
be sure to retreat on day nine, even if
the instructions say otherwise.  “If lice
persist, consider prescription treat-
ment and steer away from natural in-
secticides like ylang ylang and tea tree
oil, since there is not enough evidence

showing that these work or are safe,”
she says.  “Some non-drug options
that suffocate lice (Cetaphil, etc.), or
manual removal with wet combing
alone are becoming more accepted.
These techniques are suggested for
infants under 2 months old, if other
options aren’t effective, or for parents
who want to avoid pesticides.  Don’t
be surprised if you are seeing more
kids with head lice staying in school.
By the time the lice are spotted the
child has been infected for about a
month.” J. Wake
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When two teens disappear in
the sparsely populated rice-

growing marshland of southern
Spain in 1980, two homicide detec-
tives, with vastly different personal-
ities, are sent to solve the mystery in
the film “Marshland” – a tense, dark
thriller.

      
The officers represent the two

sides of Spain that have been fight-
ing throughout the 20th century.
The older detective has a shady past,
while the younger is eager to move
forward and is ready to challenge
any resurgence of a hated history.

      
The detectives’ job will prove

difficult in this remote region. 

      
In this portion of Spain, people

do not talk much and they are stuck
in the not so distant past of the brutal
Franco dictatorship. General Franco
died in 1975; the first democratic
elections were held in 1977.  

      
The secrets the two men uncover

are as dense and opaque as the wa-
ters of the countryside’s vast
labyrinth of canals. Director Alberto
Rodriguez said he was inspired by
“2666,” the novel by Chilean writer
Roberto Bolaño, who was interested
in a series of 1993 murders of
women in northern Mexico.  In
“Marshland,” secrets slowly emerge
and collusion between local politi-
cians, industrialists and the Civil
Guard, which had a prominent role
during the dictatorship, persist.  

      
Rodriguez shows his interest in

Spain’s transition period between
1975 and 1982, as his country tried
to free itself from 40 years of fas-
cism. The Franco regime was the re-
sult of the victory of the forces on
the extreme right against the left dur-
ing the Spanish Civil War, ending in
1939.  

      
The film opens beautifully with

aerial views by photographer Hector
Garrido of the wetlands of the Rio

Guadalquivir in southern Spain.
This esthetic opening helps shed
light on this lesser-known region of
Spain, and properly sets the scene
for this complex mystery.  

      
“Marshland” is Rodriguez's

sixth movie.  Audiences should be
warned that this is an adult film with
disturbing images and storylines
portraying torture and extreme acts
of violence against women.  The
reason why the director chose to
portray such violence so vividly is
explained at the end of the film, as
well as the obsessive presence of
birds, which contribute to the
movie’s beauty and feeling of un-
rest.  

      
In an interview with a European

magazine, Rodriguez said about his
two main characters, “The first one
is motivated by his fear of dying,
while the second thinks mostly
about his career.  But there is no ob-
viously good one or bad one in this
story; it would be too simple.  How-
ever, the question raised by the
movie is: is the young policeman
right to put this colleague's past be-
hind?  What future can we imagine
for justice in our country? Is com-
promise the right solution? At what
price? During the last 30 years, our
politicians from the left or the right
have concentrated on moving for-
ward, fearful of opening old
wounds.  But it could be a better idea
to heal the open wounds, so they
close at last.” 

      
Various countries have dealt dif-

ferently with the horrors of their
past; South Africa, for example,
made the choice of calling out the
abuses before forgiveness could be
earned.  Many others, like Spain,
just moved on.  

      
The remarkable success of

“Marshland” in Spain, which this
year earned nine Goya Awards – the

Spanish equivalent of an Academy
Award – may mean that enough time
has elapsed since Franco’s death and
Spaniards are ready to look their
past in the eye.  

      
“Marshland” will be shown for

one week beginning Oct. 30 at the
Orinda Theatre as part of the Inter-
national Film Showcase.  For infor-
mation, visit lamorindatheatres.com.
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Challenges with

Focus?
Organization?
Follow-through?
Time Management?
Coaching from an ADHD and
Executive Function Skills Specialist can help!

We’ll collaborate to discover what you really want 
in your academic, social, vocational, and emotional life. 

I’ll provide support, structure, and accountability,
and we’ll work together to help you create new skills. 

Our Goals:
� Increase your confidence
� Inspire your independence
� Develop your problem-solving skills 

Call for a free 30-minute prescreening session.

925-300-3565 

Nina Volk Pereira, B.S. Ed.
ADHD and Executive Function Skills Coaching
nina@9aCommunications.com

Call for a complimentary 30-minute prescreening session.

Nina Volk Pereira, B.S.Ed.
Nina@9aCommunications.com

Does your teen or young adult have challenges with‘Marshland’: (La Isla Mínima) 
Dark Spanish thriller opens at Orinda Theatre Oct. 30
By Sophie Braccini
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Building Bridges
... continued from page B1
“When you start, you are super ener-
getic, but as days pass people become
exhausted because you’re working
from sunrise to sunset, and you can’t
sleep at night because it’s 95 degrees,
and the dogs are barking, so it’s really
amazing when you’re able to pull it
off and you walk across the bridge
(for the first time).  

      
“As I did in Rwanda, I was happy

to leave the power tools to the locals
who came to help build the bridge,
and instead take a shovel to dig
trenches.” Some of the American en-
gineers might have felt lessened by
doing so, she says. Olmer chose not
to create a distance with the local peo-
ple, but to work alongside them. “You
connect better that way.”  

      
People often volunteer for these

missions with the idea to give to peo-
ple in need, Olmer adds, “but in real-
ity locals who receive want it to be an
exchange, and they want to give us
everything (they can).”  Throughout

her 12-day experience she was
deeply touched by the gifts of food
and items that came to her. “People
are excited to connect; there is a lot
of mutual respect and they want to
have an impact on us also.” As she
embarks on her graduate studies at
Cal, Olmer says she learned that peo-
ple with less education can teach us
lessons and have much to contribute
to the world. 

      
When the bridge was finished and

inaugurated, Olmer was surprised and
happy to see that horses and humans
could cross easily.  She came home
with a unique souvenir in her luggage:
one of the local volunteer’s personal
machete. 

      
“It was his tool to do everything,”

she explains, “and when I said that I
would like to find one for myself, he
just gave me his.” 

      
For information about Bridges

to Prosperity, visit bridgestoprosper-
ity.org.

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a reasonable price
despite recent overtime laws.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers Cognitive 
Therapeutics, a research- backed activities program that promotes brain health 
and vitality in our clients.

Lamorinda’s Best Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience and undergoes
extensive training and screening, including a DOJ background check, drug test and
proprietary psychological exam designed to test for honesty and conscientiousness.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay.
She has been working with older adults for more than ten years and 
is an expert on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and
your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free consultation today!
925-820-8390 • HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507

Hundreds of Bay Area families choose 
Home Care Assistance.
Trust our award-winning care to suit your family’s
needs. We’re the best!
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$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 11/30/15. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

Making the Most of  Your College
Admissions Interview
By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

Many students request inter-
views, or ‘sit downs’ as they

are sometimes called, with admission
representatives who visit our commu-
nities this time of year.  Others receive
emails or phone calls to schedule an
interview appointment from an alum-
nus or other individual who represents
a college.  Regardless of who initiates
the interview or what it is called, it is
easy to impress a college interviewer
if you do a little work in three areas:
self-awareness, college awareness,
and tapping into the wisdom of the
person who conducts the interview.

      
Before your scheduled talk, take

some time to review your resume and
transcript.  Now make a list of five
qualities or pieces of information
about you that would be beneficial for
the interviewer to know.  Your job is
to make certain you weave this infor-
mation into the conversation.  I have
included common interview ques-
tions at the end of this article.  Practice
responding to those questions.  Weave
the five important things you want the
interviewer to know about you into
your answers, and be sure to include
specific examples whenever possible.
Now practice with a family member,
trusted friend or counselor.  Do not
share your list of five items with your
interviewer.  At the end of the mock
interview, ask what they learned
about you and see if it matches your
list.

      
Before your interview, be sure to

carefully research the college.  Read
the write-up in the most recent “Fiske
Guide to Colleges or The Best 380
Colleges” by Princeton Review.
Next, head to the college website.
Look for opportunities that interest
you academically.  Check out classes
and professors, and decide which
ones you would enjoy if you were a
student on campus now.  Look into
social events and clubs, research and
internships. Look at the college news-
paper to understand the current issues
of concern to students and faculty on
campus.  Become fully knowledge-
able about the school.  Then write
down at least three reasons why the
college is a good match for you.  This
information will come in handy dur-

ing the interview when you are asked
a version of the question “What made
you decide to apply to our college?”
Or “What attracts you to our col-
lege?”

      
The last important part of a good

college interview is knowing how to
respond when asked “Do you have
any questions?”  Be prepared with
five well-conceived questions.  Avoid
those questions which could be easily
answered on the school’s website and
use this chance to dig deeper.  Long
before the interview takes place you
should know the name and position of
whom is conducting the interview.  If
it is young alum who just graduated
from the school, you can ask ques-
tions about current campus life, cul-
ture and happenings.  If the person is
older, graduated long ago and does
not currently work or teach on the
campus, ask a question about what
they studied and how they connected
with their professors.  If the person is
an admissions rep on campus now,
you can feel safe asking just about
anything about campus academics
and campus life.  No matter who con-
ducts the interview, if you prepare
well, you will be relaxed, you will
make a good impression and you will
have fun!  Be yourself, and, remem-
ber, the interviewer is hoping to make
a good impression on you too – col-
leges look for reasons to admit an ap-
plicant and a good interviewer will
know how to bring out the best in
you.
Common interview questions:
1.    Tell me about your experiences at

your high school. Is there a par-
ticular experience you had there
that stands out? 

2.    What would you change about
your school if you had the power
to do so? 

3.    What might your teachers say is
your greatest strength as a stu-
dent, and what are your weak-
nesses? (Be honest but show
steps you are taking to improve.)

4.    What magazines and newspapers
do you like to read?  (Pick
sources that show intellectual cu-
riosity and love of learning.)

5.    What sort of things do you like to
do outside of school?

6.    In the last year, what books or ar-
ticles have you read that have
special meaning for you?  (Be
sure to explain the special mean-
ing.)

7.    If you had a time machine and
could go back and change history,
what time period would you go
to, what would you change and
why?  

8.    What volunteer activities are
most important to you?

9.    What have you done with your
last two summers?

10. What accomplishment are you
most proud of?

11.  Who is your favorite teacher and
why?

12. What do you do to relax? 
13. Who is your favorite author?
14. Tell me what your favorite sub-

jects are at school.
15. If you could solve a local or

global problem, what would it be
and what first steps might you
take to solve it?

16. Would you rather write a report or
give an oral presentation? Why?

17. What are you interested in study-
ing in college? 

18. What interests you about our col-
lege?  What makes you a good
match? What do you want out of
college?

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is an
independent college advisor who
draws upon 25 years of higher
education experience to help guide
and support the college admissions
process for students and their families.
Dr. LaScala is a member of NACAC,
WACAC and HECA.  She can be
contacted at (925) 891-4491 or
elizabeth@doingcollege.com.  Visit
www.doingcollege.com for more
information about her services.
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Charles R. Vierra
Former longtime Lamorinda

resident Chuck Vierra passed
away peacefully surrounded by
his family in Asheville, North
Carolina, on Sept 26.

Born and raised in Oakland,
California, he was a Berkeley
firefighter for 28 years, owned
and operated A Ace Carpentry
for 40 years and was a Korean
War vet.  He and his wife, Kay,
lived in Moraga from 1966 to
2005.

He is preceded in death by
his wife, Kay, and survived by
his four daughters: Cheryl Lee

(Rich), Kathy Bigelow (Rich), Lynelle Flowers (Mark), DeeDee
Vierra (Lisa) and Grandsons Tim, Carl and Zach.
       There will be a Celebration of Life service at 11 a.m. Oct.
24 at Chapel of the Chimes in Oakland.  All are welcome.  In
lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Alzheimer’s
Association www.alz.org.

Share Your
Celebrations
and
Remembrances

If you would like to share
an announcement about
a special event or
achievement, such as a
wedding, engagement,
scholarship or graduation
of a local resident, or
about a special person
from Lamorinda who has
passed, send a photo
along with your text (up
to 250 words) to
storydesk@lamorindawee
kly.com, and include
“Celebrations and
Remembrances” in the
subject line.
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Are You Ready For

El Niño?

Where Does the Soul Go After It Departs This World?
JLI offers a new course in Lafayette on the spiritual side of existence
Submitted by Rabbi Dovber Berkowitz

Some questions are universal to
the human experience. Is there

life after death? What happens to the
soul after we die? What is it like for
those who have traveled over to the
Great Beyond? These are but a few of
the questions addressed in the newest
course from the Rohr Jewish Learn-
ing Institute (JLI).

      
Beginning at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,

Oct. 27, JLI will present “The Journey
of the Soul,” the institute’s new six-
session course conducted by Rabbi
Dovber Berkowitz of Chabad of Con-
tra Costa at the Contra Costa Jewish
Day School, 955 Risa Road in
Lafayette. The course will also be of-
fered at 10 a.m. at Chabad of Contra

Costa 1671 Newell Ave. in Walnut
Creek.

      
“Journey of the Soul” provides

spiritual insight into the soul’s journey
through life, death, and beyond, as
well as ancient Jewish wisdom that
sheds light on the philosophical, emo-
tional, and practical aspects of coping
with death and mourning.

      
“Science knows very little about

the soul and what happens to it post
mortem,” said Berkowitz. “It’s about
what is truly valuable and meaningful
in life, which is relevant to everyone,
and many have expressed their cu-
riosity to learn about the topic, so
we’re expecting a very good turnout.”

      
Death of a loved one puts us in

touch with our mortality, and often
changes our perspective of life, ex-
plains Jay Lewis, manager of Gan
Shalom Cemetery in Briones and
managing funeral director of Sinai
Memorial Chapel in Lafayette, which
is a sponsor of the course. “Despite
this daunting reality, I find that many
people want to explore how Judaism
addresses these important matters,”
Lewis said. 

      
Professor Sheldon Solomon of

Skidmore College, who co-authored
the book “The Worm at the Core: On

the role of Death in Life,” said, “This
course strikes me as a very fine jux-
taposition of ancient theological wis-
dom with contemporary empirical
science. My sense is that this will be
an interesting and rewarding educa-
tional and personal experience.” 

      
The course is being offered in

joint sponsorship with the Washing-
ton School of Psychiatry, enabling
medical and mental health profession-
als to earn up to 7.5 AMA, APA,
CBBS, and ASWB continuing educa-
tion credits for their participation.

      
Like all previous JLI programs,

“Journey of the Soul” is designed to
appeal to people at all levels of Jewish
knowledge, including those without
any prior experience or background
in Jewish learning. All JLI courses are
open to the public, and attendees need
not be affiliated with a particular syn-
agogue, temple, or other house of
worship.

      
Interested students may call (925)

269-9554 or visit www.myJLI.com
for registration and other course-re-
lated information. JLI courses are pre-
sented in Contra Costa in conjunction
with Chabad of Contra Costa.

Image provided

Lamorinda Fifth-Graders Represent
State in International Rabbit Show
Submitted by Allison Curletto

Ava and Bettina Curletto, fifth-graders at Happy
Valley Elementary School, have made the Cali-

fornia state team in rabbit knowledge and will be com-
peting with their teammates at the 2015 American
Rabbit Breeders Association's International Convention
in Portland, Oregon at the end of the month.  

      
The California team has kids in three age brackets

from all over the state.  They work together in a series
of competitions against kids from other U.S. states.
Some subjects covered in the contests are rabbit breed
identification, a written exam, showmanship, and a

team quiz bowl event.  

      
Ava and Bettina have been meeting with their Jun-

ior level teammates for study sessions to sharpen their
skills and be ready for the big competition.  The
Curletto family will make the 600-plus-mile drive up
to Portland starting Oct. 29.  Instead of getting ready
for trick-or-treating, the girls’ Saturday and Sunday will
be full of tests, quiz bowls and interviews with the re-
sults unveiled at the Youth Banquet on Tuesday night,
Nov 3.  Monday their rabbits are judged as well as some
artwork and educational posters that they are submit-
ting.

      
Ava and Bettina are also helping their breed spe-

cialty club.  They belong to the National Jersey Wooly
Rabbit Club.  Ava is making the favors for the NJWRC
Breed Award Banquet where breeders (adult and youth)
from all over the world come together to celebrate im-
provements and learn from each other.  Bettina is or-
ganizing the fundraising raffle for the club, which
awards youth scholarships and education with the
money it raises.

      
Both girls have been very successful with their rab-

bits.  Ava is the current title winner of showmanship in
her age group in all of California.  She won this title at
the California State Convention in Turlock in February
2015.  Bettina's most recent win was the Best in Show
award at the Contra Costa County Fair in May 2015
where her rabbit, Shocker, was chosen as the rabbit
most close to perfection in the whole county.  She won
a large trophy, banner, ribbon and belt buckle.

Bettina Curletto with her “Best in Show”-winning rabbit,
Shocker Photos provided

‘Girl Rising’ Screening at Acalanes Oct. 30
Submitted by Samantha Taketa

The Acalanes High School Students for the Advance-
ment of Global Education (SAGE) club is hosting a

community screening of the groundbreaking film, “Girl
Rising,” at 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 30 in the school’s Perform-
ing Arts Center. Girl Rising is a feature film narrated by
Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway and others, that tells the sto-
ries of nine incredible girls living in the developing world:
ordinary girls who confront tremendous challenges and
overcome nearly impossible odds to pursue their dreams.
It is a moving testament to the strength of the human spirit
and the power of education to change lives, communities,
nations and the world. The film is directed by Academy
Award-nominated director Richard Robbins, and is rated
PG-13 for mature content.  

      
Acalanes’ SAGE club is a student-led organization that

works closely with Trust in Education to provide educa-
tional, economic and health care assistance to Afghan fam-
ilies and promote gender equality. 

      
Tickets are $8 for adults and $5 for students.  Addi-

tional donations are welcome. Proceeds from the event
will be donated to Trust In Education and to the Girl Ris-
ing Fund.  To view trailers of the film, visit www.girlris-
ing.com/see-the-film/about-the-film/.Image provided

Ava and Bettina Curletto

whenever
and
wherever
you
need
us. 

  

www.careindeed.com
(650) 328-1001  

 We’re  here  to  help . . .               24/7

Care Indeed is here to provide you or your loved one 
with compassionate and professional service. We 
offer assistance with personal care, help with mobil-
ity and simple exercises, companionship, medication 
reminders, meal preparation, light housekeeping, 
shopping, and errands. 

Our respectful, caring and highly skilled Caregivers 
are a vital health care resource; they are trained to 
document activities or services performed in a timely, 
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YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

2121 N. California Blvd., Ste. 290
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 317-3080
www.CareIndeed.com
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We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the

subject header In Service to the Community.

Community Service

Moraga Rotary Donates Books
to County Juvenile Hall Library
Submitted by Gary Irwin

County Juvenile Hall library director Joe Young (in blue shirt) with Moraga Rotarians, from left:
President Roger Gregory, Debbie Roessler, Frank May and Evie Michon. Photo provided

Members of the Rotary Club of Moraga
delivered 45 books to the Juvenile Hall

library recently, and received a tour of the li-
brary and other facilities from the library direc-
tor, Joe Young.  The Club has now donated a
total of 65 approved books since commencing
this service project in spring of this year.  Many
of the bookplates have been signed by the fea-
tured speaker at weekly Rotary meetings.   Ro-
tarians making this latest book delivery were
Frank May, Debbie Roessler, Evie Michon, and
president Roger Gregory.  The project chair is
Rotarian Barbara Bruner. 

      
This library, and the one at Byron Boys

Ranch, is a part of the Contra Costa Library sys-
tem.  Both locations have a special dedicated li-
brary room about 30 feet by 45 feet in size,
where many books are available or can be or-
dered, and two volunteer librarians serve the
room at specified hours.  There are also five

computer terminals connected to the library sys-
tem to provide online reading experience. The
books provide students an opportunity to im-
prove their reading skills and provide resources
for entertainment and education.   

      
Moraga Rotary was asked by the library

staff to be a book donor because of the club’s
involvement with the Juvenile Hall Auxiliary
through its Christmas stocking project, which is
in its 19th year, where gift-filled decorated
stockings are given to residents on Christmas
Eve.  This program was originated by Rotarians
Jim and Linda Campbell.

      
Rotary Club of Moraga is a local service

club within Rotary International, one of about
33,000 Rotary Clubs in about 200 countries.
Regular meetings are held on most Tuesdays at
noon at the Soda Center at Saint Mary’s Col-
lege. For further information, call Frank May at
(925) 376-8195, or check out moragarotary.org.

DeSaulnier All Smiles at
Sustainable Lafayette Event
Submitted by Melinda Krigel

Mark DeSaulnier Photo provided

Rep. Mark DeSaulnier was all smiles at the
second annual “Sustainable Sunday”

event Oct. 4 at Metro in Lafayette.  DeSaulnier
was one of 140 guests and speakers including
Kathryn Lyddan, executive director of Brent-
wood Agricultural Land Trust; Kira Gould, co-
author of “Women in Green;” Bea Johnson,
author of “Zero Waste Home;” Ames Morrison,
co-founder of eco-friendly ranch and vineyard
Medlock Ames; and Charles Bohlig, water con-

servation supervisor for the East Bay Municipal
Utility District. The fundraiser benefitted Sus-
tainable Lafayette programs, including
Lafayette’s Earth Day Festival, Summer Envi-
ronmental Film Series, Green Schools, Com-
munity Garden, and Recycle Lafayette.  It also
featured organic and sustainably-produced local
appetizers, beer and spirits (wine pairings with
Medlock Ames wines), an environmentally-
friendly silent auction and live jazz.

New Troop 241 Eagle Scouts
Submitted by Carole Noel

Five Boy Scout members of Troop 241 in
Lafayette were honored at a special court

of honor Oct. 17 for achieving the Eagle Scout
Award, Boy Scouting's highest honor.  Each one
of them completed a contributory community
project:  Colin Noel built and installed stairs for
the stage at the Lafayette Reservoir; Maxx
Green constructed two raptor poles to give birds

of prey a place to perch while hunting the over-
running vermin at two community parks; Eric
Byberg made raised planter boxes for Orinda
Academy School; Kevin Tuholski built a sand
box for CATS after school program at Lafayette
Elementary School; and Casey Conrad built a
wooden car play structure for Lafayette Nursery
School.

From left, front row:  Colin Noel, Maxx Green, Eric Byberg; back row: Kevin Tuholski and Casey
Conrad Photo provided

Burton Valley Cub Scouts Tour
Shell Ridge with Walnut Creek
Mayor
Submitted by Dean Smith

Local Cub Scout Pack 645 of Lafayette re-
cently were given a private tour of Shell

Ridge and Indian Valley by Walnut Creek
Mayor Bob Simmons in an effort to learn more
about wildlife conservation and habitat restora-
tion. 

      
Pack 645, a Cub Scout group of 6- to 11-

year-old boys from Burton Valley Elementary
School, met the mayor at the Indian Valley Ele-
mentary School entrance to Shell Ridge and
spent several hours learning about oak trees, in-
vasive species and the need for habitat conser-
vation. Mayor Simmons discussed the extensive
work done by the volunteers over the years, and
demonstrated his passion for hiking and wildlife
conservation. 

      
In addition to a scenic walk, the hike was

extremely educational for the Scouts, who
learned about the work being done by the Wal-
nut Creek Open Space Foundation in various
parts of the Shell Ridge region, including the
restoration of Deer Lake, previously called
Ames Pond.  The Scouts hiked approximately
three miles with the mayor to see firsthand the
work being done to restore the pond. 

      
The tour and hike was a component of the

Cub Scout naturalist achievement, which in-
cludes learning about ecosystems, observing
wildlife and protecting the environment. Dating
back to when the property was acquired in 1976,
the city of Walnut Creek and the Walnut Creek
Open Space Foundation have conducted exten-
sive efforts to help restore the area and enhance
the ecosystem surrounding Deer Lake. These ef-
forts have included planting trees, trash removal,
improving the drainages leading into the lake
and planting native grasses.  Volunteers have
also removed invasive species of vegetation to
allow planting of additional trees, willows,
milkweed and elderberry. 

      
The restoration of Deer Lake is an ongoing

effort to enhance the local habitat and encourage
migratory birds to visit the area. 

      
The Scouting program at Burton Valley El-

ementary offers programs for first to fifth-
graders.  The activities include hiking, camping,
leadership training and a wide-range of adven-
ture catered to the age level.  For information,
call (925) 385-8877.  The local council can be
reached at (925) 674-6100. 

Mayor Bob Simmons points to a habitat restoration site above Deer Lake during a tour of Shell
Ridge with the Burton Valley Pack 645 Cub Scouts. Photo provided

Halloween Skit Returns to Moraga 

James Shumate, 22, will be returning to per-
form in his neighborhood’s annual Hal-

loween skit Oct. 31 that he started participating
in when he was about 4 years old.  Shumate,
who will play the prince, is a graduate of San
Francisco State University in cinematography
and recorded the skit’s soundtrack, which in-
cludes an introductory song by professional
singer Amanda MacDowell, the daughter of the
skit co-founder Michelle Wilson.  The skit,
which was started years ago by Wilson and her

brother, Greg, on their front porch has now ex-
panded to be performed by friends and neigh-
bors in the garage at 12 Lynwood Place from 7
to 9 p.m. on Halloween.  This year, the group
will be performing “Cinderelli” – a spoof based
on a song sung by the mice, Jaq and Gus, in the
animated film “Cinderella.”

      
“This skit is definitely a work of love; many,

many hours are put into this, starting in the sum-
mer months,” said participant, Judy Michel
Shumate.   J. Wake

The cast at last year’s performance, “Spellbound Count Down.” Photo provided
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Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.  •  Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of  all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is

available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.

   

      

Award-Winning Authors and
Illustrators at Lafayette Library Oct. 24
Submitted by Fran Miller

Five well-known, award-winning
authors and illustrators – Gen-

nifer Choldenko, Thacher Hurd, Jor-
dan Jacobs, Elisa Kleven and Michael
Slack – will sign books and demon-
strate illustration techniques from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24 as
part of the Children’s Book Festival
at the Lafayette Library Community
Hall. Performers from Town Hall
Theatre’s “Seussical the Musical” will
kick off the free festivities with a mu-
sical performance at 11 a.m.

      
Gennifer Choldenko is best

known for her Newbery award-win-
ning “Al Capone Does my Shirts.”

With more than 2 million books in
print, School Library Journal says
Choldenko is “unsurpassed at inter-
weaving plot with historical detail.”
Her Tales of Alcatraz trilogy is con-
sidered by Kirkus to be “a cornerstone
series in contemporary children’s lit-
erature.” Choldenko will read from
her latest novel, “Chasing Secrets.”

      
Thacher Hurd graduated from the

California College of Arts and Crafts
with a degree in painting. He has writ-
ten and illustrated more than 25 books
for children, among them “Mystery
on the Docks, “Mama Don’t Allow,”
“Art Dog,” “Moo Cow Kaboom,”

“Sleepy Cadillac,” and most recently
“Bad Frogs.” He has also written and
illustrated two board books, one of
which, “Zoom City,” was a New York
Times Best Illustrated Book of the
Year.

      
Elisa Kleven grew up in Los An-

geles, and wished that the huge city
could be more like the places in the
books she loved – places where
forests grew and seasons changed,
where animals talked, people could
fly, and anything was possible. As a
writer and illustrator of children’s pic-
ture books such as “The Lion and the
Little Red Bird,” “The Puddle Pail,”
and “Hooray, a Pinata,” Kleven now
creates the magical worlds she imag-
ined as a young girl.

      
Jordan Jacobs is the award-win-

ning author of the Samantha Sutton
series of archaeological mysteries for
tweens. His childhood passion for
mummies, castles and Indiana Jones
led to his participation in his first ex-
cavation at age 13. After completing
a high school archaeology program,
he followed his passion to Stanford,
Oxford, and Cambridge. Jacobs’
work for the Smithsonian, the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural History and
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris has
focused on policy and the protection
of archaeological sites in the develop-
ing world.

      
Michael Slack is an artist, illustra-

tor, and character designer. His char-
acter driven humorous art has been
recognized by Society of Illustrators
Los Angeles, Applied Arts, Picto-
plasma, Computer Arts, and SBS
Digital Design. Slack’s illustrations
have appeared in books, magazines,
and on TV.  His paintings and draw-
ings have been exhibited in the U.S.
and Europe.  

      
For more information, visit

lllcf.org.

Image Michael Slack

Family Focus
Handling Our Anger in Increasingly
Stressful Times
By Margie Ryerson, MFT

We are all aware of the in-
crease in incidents of exces-

sively angry behavior in recent years.
Road rage (a term that didn't exist 30
years ago); nasty interpersonal dis-
putes; adult temper tantrums in pub-
lic; increased rudeness and
impatience toward service people;
and many more instances of bullying
behavior, including online bullying,
have all led to a sense that civility in
our society is breaking down. 

      
A 2013 study reported in USA

Today found that 60 percent of Amer-
icans reported feeling angry or irrita-
ble. That is up from 50 percent when
a similar poll was taken in 2011. The
percentage for 2015 may well be even
higher.

      
As we know, our behavior and at-

titudes have a profound effect on our
children. If we want to help them
learn to control their anger we need to
be models of self-restraint. 

      
Some factors that may contribute

to our increased anger and frustration
are high expectations for ourselves,
our children, and others; comparisons
with others we see as more successful
and privileged (exacerbated by social
media and increased celebrity wor-
ship); uncertainty about the economy
and our financial present and future;
worries about happiness and success
for our children; and upsetting events
in the world. 

      
On top of all this, we now have

“social media rage.” One study on In-
ternet social media sites points to the
contagious nature of strong emotions,
and identifies anger as the most influ-
ential emotion in online interactions. Is
it any wonder that we are more prone
than ever to anger and irritability?

      
When we have underlying unre-

solved issues and then become over-
loaded by stressors, it may not take
much to cause loss of control.  A for-
mer client, a successful businessman,
came to see me because he was be-
coming increasingly irritable at home
and at work. In addition, he had a high
degree of road rage and was driving
erratically at times.

      
“Tony” already carried around

hurt and anger from growing up with
critical parents who only seemed to
care about his achievements. He did
not feel that his parents tried to get to
know him, and did not feel accepted
and loved for who he was – only for
how he could make his parents proud
so they could impress others.

      
Although Tony was highly ac-

complished in his career, he felt pres-
sure to keep up a certain level of
performance and to maintain his fam-
ily's lifestyle. Lately, Tony's relation-
ship with his wife and sons was
deteriorating, and he was drinking a
bottle of wine or more each night.
Tony had many friends, but no one
who knew him on a deep level. In
therapy Tony realized that he had
been keeping everyone in his life at
an emotional distance. Underneath his
facade of success was a person who
didn't feel good enough. He feared
that if others got too close they would
realize he was flawed.

      
Tony's unhappiness and dissatis-

faction with himself made him more
vulnerable and reactive to upsetting
events. On the road he personalized
perceived slights by other drivers and
tried to take control in ways that were
highly risky. When his wife and sons
expressed even a mild complaint or
criticism, he quickly and uncon-
sciously reverted back to his child-
hood when he endured so much
negativity from his parents, and he
became enraged.

      
We need to make sure that we are

emotionally healthy and well-bal-
anced in order to cope with the many
potential stressors in our lives. Under-
standing ourselves and being aware of
our feelings help us maintain self-
control and rationality. Additionally,
we can try hard to avoid speaking or
acting on impulse when we are highly
upset. Taking time to think things
through before deciding how or if to
react can significantly reduce conflict.

      
If we do need to express irritation

or anger, because it is not healthy to
bottle up our emotions, we can do so

assertively, not aggressively. Talking
about how a situation affects us and
using an “I-message,” without blam-
ing or making others wrong, can help
ease communication. Starting mes-
sages with “I” and how you feel, and
avoiding the word “you,” allows the
recipient to better hear what you have
to say. For example, if you are upset
because your spouse frequently inter-
rupts, you could say “I get frustrated
when I'm interrupted in the middle of
a sentence.” Then follow up with a re-
quest, “Can we agree that I will have
time to finish my thought?” And fi-
nally, be sure to establish an agree-
ment in order to complete the
transaction.

      
Of course, it helps to take good

care of ourselves physically with ad-
equate sleep, exercise, healthy eating,
and moderate screen time. Spending
time in nature, taking time off from
work and responsibilities, maintain-
ing positive connections with family
and friends, feeling a sense of purpose
and value, and helping others, all con-
tribute to our well-being. And finding
ways to turn off our thoughts and give
ourselves mental breaks – through
meditation, prayer, music, and other
soothing activities – can help us feel
stronger and calmer. 

      
By making an effort to control our

own anger and irritability, we help our
children learn to control theirs as well.
After all, we don't want to be in the
position of telling our children to “do
as I say, not as I do.”

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a mar-
riage and family therapist in
Orinda and Walnut Creek. Con-
tact her at (925) 376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com.

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT
Our items Include:

•Clothing  
• Shoes
• Handbags
• Jewelry
• Accessories

1020 Brown Ave., Lafayette
925.283.6540 Tuesday-Friday 10 AM -6PM

Saturday: 10 AM -4 PM

Lafayette's 
Hidden Jewel
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Not to be missed Not to be missed

please...
...thanks

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

The Orinda 
Community Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m

ART

About Face - The Arts and Culture
Commission of Contra Costa County
is offering two-day self-portrait paint-
ing workshops at no cost to all Contra
Costa County veterans. Workshops
will take place in Martinez at
ARTU4iA, a working art studio led by
noted artist John Kleber. No art expe-
rience required. All painting materials
will be provided. Workshops are form
6 to 9 p.m. on Oct. 20, 22, 27 and 29
and Nov. 3, 5, 17 and 19. Free food and
beverages will be provided. Class size
will be held up to 15 participants. Reg-
ister online at AC5.org/ABOUTFACE.

The newest show at the Lafayette
Art Gallery titled “Artists in Action,”
which runs through Oct. 31, will focus
on action! To view samples of the
artists’ works, visit http://www.lafayet-
teartgallery.com/exhibitions.html.

The 9th Annual Artisan Faire in
Orinda will be held from 4 to 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 5 at the Orinda
Country Club, 315 Camino Sobrante.
This is a perfect occasion to find holi-
day gifts of unique and distinctive art
and craft pieces, including ceramics,
glass, painting, woodwork, clothing,
fiber art, clocks, jewelry, photography
and more. Complementary wine tast-
ing will be offered at this festive event. 

The Moraga Art Gallery’s new ex-
hibit “Yellowstone: Beauty, Beasts,
and Boneyards,” will feature oil land-
scapes by Orinda’s Lisa Gunn, whose
imaginative palette captures the prim-
itive character and timelessness of Yel-
lowstone National Park and its
environs. Also featured is a boldly-
hued collection of one-of-a-kind
etched tableware, handmade by guest
artist Lisa Neimeth in her studio, a con-
verted San Francisco chicken coop.
The show will run from Nov. 4 to Jan.
9 with a free reception from 5 to 7 p.m.
on Nov. 7.  The current show “Color,
Clay & Fire” featuring artists Jacque-
line Proulx and Marge Barta Atkins
runs through Oct. 31. For more info,
visit www.moragaartgallery.com or
call (925) 376-5407.

"Wild" Animal Portraits and
Cityscapes by Dan San Souci at the
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery, 3620 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. The Exhibit
runs from Nov. 6 to Dec. 5 with an
artist reception from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Nov. 6.

MUSIC

The Gold Coast Chamber Players
perform the music of Mozart and
Mendelssohn in Prodigies. The concert
will be held at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct.
30 at the Lafayette Library Community
Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. Ticket price includes com-
plimentary champagne, a pre-concert
talk at 7 p.m., and a reception with the
musicians following the performance.
Tickets are available at www.gcplay-
ers.org and by phone at (925) 283-
3728. Limited seating, please reserve
early.

The Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center will be hosting its third an-
nual Teen Battle of the Bands from
4:30 to 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 7. In this
popular event, teen bands will battle it
out on stage in front of their friends and
peers alike for cash and other prizes.
Radio station Live 105 will make a re-
turn appearance. Local Walnut Creek
based food trucks Tonli Dumpling
House and United Bites will also be
present. Raffle prizes will be randomly
awarded to audience members be-
tween each set.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre presents “The
Mystery of Edwin Drood” by Rupert
Holmes through Oct. 24. Taking place
at the turn of the century in a bawdy
music hall, a group of actors decide to
attempt the unthinkable – to solve, re-
solve and conclude Charles Dickens’
unfinished masterpiece, “The Mystery
of Edwin Drood.” With the audience
deciding several outcomes every
evening (resulting in over 200 different
combinations of endings), “Drood” is
fast, incredibly funny ... and never the
same show twice. Rated PG-13 for
bawdy humor and adult situations.
Contact the Town Hall Theatre Box
Office at (925) 283-1557 or check the

website at
www.TownHallTheatre.com for show
times and tickets.

Join the Acalanes DramaDons in
their entertaining and comedic pro-
duction of “The Curious Savage,” di-
rected by Ed Meehan, Acalanes drama
teacher. The story playfully highlights
how, in a world that seems motivated
by greed and dishonesty, the virtues of
kindness and affection can prevail. The
production runs at 7 p.m. Nov. 10, 12,
13 and 14 in the Acalanes little theatre.
Tickets are available in November dur-
ing lunch at AHS or online at ahsper-
formingarts.org. Limited ticket sales at
the door. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Cost:
adults $12; students and seniors $7.

Orinda Intermediate School’s Bull-
dog Theater presents the play “Tran-
syl-Mania” at 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. Nov.
12 and 13 and 2 and 5 p.m. on Nov. 14,
80 Ivy Drive, Orinda. Ticket prices
range from $3 - $10 and are available
for advance purchase at
www.showtix4u.com. Tickets will also
be sold at the door.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Lecture at the Orinda Library by
Dora Sorell, author of “Tell the Chil-
dren, Letters to Miriam,” at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 22 in the auditorium.
Free. For info, visit http://www.letter-
stomygrandchildren.com/ or contact
the library at (925) 254-2184. 

Berkeley Repertory Theatre docent
lecture at the Moraga Library at 1
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 22. Enjoy an en-
tertaining afternoon with a Berkeley
Repertory Theatre docent who will dis-
cuss The Hypocrites’ Pirates of Pen-
zance.

Biscuits and Blues - an evening with
Audrey Skondeen Ward, author of
“Hidden Biscuits, Tales of Deep South
Revivals Told by Heart” at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 24 at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. Enjoy stories of the deep
south, bluegrass music, homemade
biscuits and southern-style hospitality.

“Rising Above - Overcoming Obsta-
cles In Spite of Adversity” from 7 to
8 p.m. Monday, Oct. 26 at Stanley
Middle School in the Multi-Purpose
Room. Stephen Wampler grew up in
Lafayette with his four siblings. This
longtime resident of Lafayette, and
graduate of Acalanes High School, re-
turns to the Lamorinda community to
tell his amazing story of climbing the
face of El Capitan in Yosemite with the
use of only one limb, his right arm. To
reserve your seat to this event, please
go to:
signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4CA5A8
238-district. (See story page B2)

Moraga Movers and the Moraga Li-
brary present “Book Talking” at 2
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 4 at the Moraga
Library, featuring speaker Marian
Neilson of Orinda Books. 

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Halloween Monster Mash from 4 to
5:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29 at the
Moraga Library. Play games and make
gooey slime and other Halloween
crafts while you listen to haunting
music. The playhouse fort will be
transformed into a haunted house –
peek in if you dare! Children are en-
couraged to come in costume. No reg-
istration required for this free event.
For children ages 3-12. 

Halloween Parade for Tots in
Orinda at 1 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29
at the Orinda Community Center Park.
Come join the fun in costume and fol-
low Glenda the Good Witch in a stroll
around the park and then participate in
Halloween themed activities. 

Annual Haunted House courtesy of
the Lafayette Youth Commission. Not
Too Scary (7 and under with parent) 5
to 7 p.m. Very Scary (8+) 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. Friday, Oct. 23 and Sunday, Oct.
25 at the Lafayette Community Center,
500 St. Mary’s Road. Cost: ages 7 and
under: $3; ages 8 and over: $5.

The Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center’s Children’s Book Festi-
val will be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 24 at the Lafayette Li-
brary Community Hall, and will fea-

ture five well-known, award-winning
authors and illustrators – Gennifer
Choldenko, Thacher Hurd, Jordan Ja-
cobs, Elisa Kleven and Michael Slack
– who will sign books and demonstrate
illustration techniques. Free.  (See story
page B7)

This fall Lindsay Wildlife Experi-
ence will be leading hikes in Mount
Diablo State Park to explore the natural
habitat of tarantulas. Discover these
eight-legged creatures on a local two-
mile hike recommended for nature
lovers ages 6 and up. Tarantula Hikes
take place from 4 to 6 p.m. every Sun-
day through Oct. 25. The hike costs
$10 for Lindsay members and $15 for
all non-members. Pre-registration is re-
quired.

The Halloween Harvest Festival
takes place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sun-
day, Oct. 25 at the Moraga Certified
Farmers’ Market. Festivities include a
costume contest and parade at 10:30
a.m. Prizes will be given for Scariest,
Funniest, Best Farmers’ Market
Theme, Most Creative, and Best Over-
all Costume. Family fun also includes
a “Guess the Weight of the GIANT
Pumpkin” contest to win $50, and chil-
dren’s mini-pumpkin decorating.

Lafayette Reservoir Run from 6:30
to 11 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 25 in down-
town Lafayette. In addition to the 5k,
10k and 2-mile run, there will be a
family bike ride and Healthy Lifestyles
Fair. For more info and to register visit
www.lafayettechamber.org/events/rese
rvoir-run/.

Trick or Treat Street: a fun, safe
Halloween event, where children and
their parents are invited to trick-or-treat
on Mt. Diablo Boulevard from Oak
Hill Road to Dewing Avenue and in La
Fiesta Square from 4 to 6 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 30. All participating businesses
will display a “Trick-or-Treat Poster”
and balloons. Please come in costume
to receive a special treat. Don’t forget
to bring a trick-or-treat bag.

Tick-or-Treat! Costumed children
are invited to trick-or-treat at Rheem
Valley Shopping Center businesses
from 3 to 5 p.m. on Halloween, Oct.
31. Free Halloween candy from partic-
ipating businesses.

Day of the Dead Crafts at the Mor-
aga Library from 4 to 5 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 3. Color a skull on foil or make a
skull mask to celebrate (a bit late) el
Día de los Muertos – Day of the Dead.
The craft will have simpler and more
complex versions to accommodate all
ages of crafters. Free program, no
reservations necessary.

OTHER

Volunteers needed to prune the Fire
Blight-damaged branches from the
102-year-old pear orchard adjacent to
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
in Moraga (1000 Camino Pablo at
Canyon) from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. each
Saturday in October. Bring pole
pruners, loppers and hand pruners,
water, gloves, hat and sunscreen. Wear
sturdy shoes. Reply to barbarampre-
ston@comcast.net with which day, the
number of adults and kids (ages) com-
ing, and what tools you will bring.

What is human trafficking? Why
should we care? What can we do?
Join a presentation from Soroptimist
International, “Look Beneath the Sur-
face,” at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 21 at
St. John Vianney Church, Mullen
Commons, 1650 Ygnacio Valley Rd.,
Walnut Creek. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
For more info, go to www.soropti-
mist24-680.org.

Women’s Spiral Dance - A Multi-
Cultural Celebration of Our Beloved
Ancestors and Crones from 6:30 to
10:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 23 at the
Orinda Masonic Temple, 9 Altarinda
Road. Daughters of the Goddess
Womyn’s Temple welcomes women
and girls of all ages to its annual Spiral
Dance. During this multi-cultural rit-
ual, led by Kahuna Leilani, and accom-
panied by spiritual elders of different
traditions, the community comes to-
gether to honor and celebrate loved
ones who have passed away. Tickets:
$23 in advance; $29 at the door. For
tickets or info, contact Leilani at (925)
787-9247 or Leilani@Daughtersofthe-
Goddess.com.

... continued on next page

Willow Spring Community Church
Loving God Loving People

Come and Meet our New Pastor
Sundays: 9:15am Adult Sunday School Classes

10:15am Pre-Service Fellowship (Free Coffee & Bagels)
10:45am Contemporary Worship Service

Wednesdays: 10:00am       Community Bible Study
1689 School Street, Moraga   (925) 376-3550

www.willowspringchurch.net

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

284-4765, office@thelumc.org, thelumc.org
Worship Sunday 10 am
Children & Teen Faith Formation    Sunday 10 am
Teen Fellowship   Sunday 6 pm

Opportunities for Worship, Love, Service

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
925-283-8722                        LOPC.org    
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Sundays, 9 & 10:30am
10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 
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“Bridge of Spies” opens as a masterpiece
displaying the art of motion pictures with

the use of artistic cinematography to set the
thriller tone of the movie.  The first several min-
utes of the film have no dialogue – the picture
tells the story.  

      
The viewers are introduced through the cam-

era lens that the FBI is on the trail of a Soviet
Union spy, Rudolf Abel, masterfully played by
Mark Rylance (“Bing,” “Wolf Hall”).  Rylance’s
performance reminded me of James Whitmore’s
amazing performance in “The Shawshank Re-
demption.”  One can only hope that Rylance will
not be overlooked for his performance when
award time arrives, as Whitmore was for “Shaw-
shank.”   

      
Rudolf is arrested and must stand trial for

spying. Of course, he is convicted in the press as
the most hated man in America before he even
sees the inside of a courtroom. 

      
The CIA hires a law firm to represent

Rudolf’s defense and when none of the senior at-
torneys want to take on the case, insurance attor-
ney James Donovan (Tom Hanks) is assigned the
duties.  

      
Donovan quickly becomes the second most-

hated man in America.  Donovan believes that
everyone should have the right to a fair trial as
the U.S. Constitution clearly states, putting him-
self and his family in danger.  

      
As the Cold War continues the United States

plans a secret mission for U.S. pilot Francis Gary
Powers (“Austin Stowell,” “Whiplash,” “Dol-
phin Tale”) to photograph the Soviet Union.
Powers’ plane is shot down and he is captured by
the Russians.  Although Powers’ leaders are dis-
appointed in him for not committing suicide be-
fore being captured, the U.S. government decides
to offer the Soviet Union a trade – Rudolf Abel
for Francis Gary Powers.  Donovan is assigned
the negotiation duties. 

      
“Bridges of Spies” is a solid spy thriller but

not a Spielberg masterpiece like “Schindler’s
List.”  The cinematographer and two-time Oscar
recipient Janusz Kaminski (“Schindler’s List,”
“Saving Private Ryan”) is deserving of a third
Oscar for his artistic magic in “Bridge of Spies.”

      
“Bridge of Spies” is rated PG-13 for some vi-

olence and brief strong language with a TRT
(total running time) of 2 hours and 21 minutes.

OTHER ... continued

Combatants for Peace at 7 p.m. on
Oct. 23 in the Social Hall of the Wal-
nut Creek United Methodist Church.
1543 Sunnyvale Ave., Walnut Creek.
Founded in 2006, Combatants for
Peace is nonprofit volunteer organiza-
tion of ex-combatant Israelis and
Palestinians — men and women —
who have laid down their weapons and
rejected all means of violence. En-
trance fee is $10 to cover event costs.
For more info about Combatants for
Peace, visit www.cfpeace.org.

Yard Sale supporting St. Giles
Church, Moraga from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24 at 501 Moraga
Way, Orinda.

The Contra Costa Women’s Com-
mission in partnershipwith JFK Uni-
versity’s Entrepreneurial Leadership
Center will present a dynamic panel
discussion on how to become a suc-
cessful entrepreneur from 5 to 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 2151
Salvio Street, Ste. 350 in Concord.
Five women entrepreneur’s from
various fields will share their per-
sonal insights gained along the way
and highlight how they became suc-
cessful. For more info, or to make a
reservation, go to www.women-
scommission.com.

A community screening of the
groundbreaking film, “Girl Rising,”
is being held at 7 p.m. on Friday, Oct.
30 in the Acalanes High School Per-
forming Arts Center. Tickets (sold at
door) are $8 for adults; $5 for students.
The event is hosted by Acalanes'
SAGE Club (Students for the Ad-
vancement of Global Education).

Custom Garage Tour featuring live
music, classic cars, food trucks and,
of course, custom garages from 1 to 4
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 1. Check-in at Blod-
gett’s Flooring at 1 p.m.,3291 Mt Dia-
blo Court in Lafayette. Cost: $35 per
ticket. Lunch available for purchase.
For info, visit www.LafayetteCF.org,
email info@LafayetteCF.org or call
(925) 284-8214.

Join Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church, 1035 Carol Lane,Lafayette,
for an All Souls’ Day Festival, inspired
by the traditions of Dia de Los Muertos
from 9:30 to 10 a.m. on Sunday, Nov.
1. Bring along a small photo of some-
one you have lost for the shrines we
will create. Also featuring musical
guest Cascada de Flores and face
painting for the kids.

North Shattuck Association presents
Dia de los MuertosCelebration in the
Gourmet Ghetto from 5 to 9 p.m. on
Monday, Nov. 2 North Shattuck Ave.,
1400-1800 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley.
Build a community altar, wear cos-
tumes, face paint, Aztec dancers, DIY
art projects, food, beer and wine, and a
sidewalk candlelight procession. Free.
For more info see http://www.another-
bullwinkelshow.com/day-of-dead/ or
call (510) 334-6523 or email
Lisa@AnotherBullwinkelShow.com. 

A Gathering of the Tribal Knowl-
edge – a two night panel discussion
of the Grateful Dead starting at 6 p.m.
on Nov. 6 and 7 at the Town Hall The-
atre. For schedule and tickets, visit
www.townhalltheatre.com.

Lafayette Juniors 22nd Annual
Rummage Sale from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 7 at Our Saviors
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. Special early bird entrance
fee: $5 per adult from 7 to 8 a.m. Pre-
loved designer clothes, baby and kid
clothes, toys, and gear, furniture,
household goods, and much more. For
info, visit www.lafayettejuniors.org.

SENIORS

Eldercare Services will be partici-
pating in the AFA National Memory
Screening Week by appointment only,
Nov. 2-6 at 1808 Tice Valley Blvd.,
Walnut Creek. Call (925) 937-2018 to
schedule a free screening with an El-
dercare professional care manager. 

It’s Medicare Open Enrollment
time. Do you have questions about
your Medicare plan for 2016? This is
the time to understand your coverage.
Contra Costa Health Insurance Coun-
seling and Advocacy Program

(HICAP) will be at the Moraga Library
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 3 to talk
about what is new with Medicare for
2016 and how to optimize your cover-
age. For more info, visit www.cchi-
cap.org or call (925) 602-4163.

Dementia Roadmap: From Diagno-
sis to Family Care at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 11 at the Eldercare
Walnut Creek office at 1808 Tice Val-
ley Blvd., Walnut Creek. Join Linda
Fodrini-Johnson as she discusses what
you need to know, what you need to
plan, and what you and your family
can do when faced with the challenges
of dementia. No fee and limited seat-
ing. Advance registration required. To
register for an event call (866) 760-
1808 or email us at info@eldercarean-
swers.com.

GARDEN

Master Gardeners present Pruning
Basics from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 28 at the Moraga Library. UC
Master Gardener Lorraine Frey will
share the basics of healthy pruning
practices for your trees, shrubs and
roses: why to prune, what tools to use,
how to prune, when to prune and what
to prune. The focus will be on what
you should be pruning late fall through
early spring.

The Walnut Creek Garden Club will
meet from 9:30 a.m. to noon on Mon-
day, Nov. 9 at the Gardens at Heather
Farm located at 1540 Marchbanks
Road in Walnut Creek. The topic of the
program is Special Flowers and
Arrangements for the Holiday Season.
Anna Cambell grows unusual flowers
on her own farm and will share her
"live art" with a hands-on demonstra-
tion of unique and simple arrange-
ments. You do not need to be a
gardener to join the WCGC. For more
info, email mslittle44@gmail.com.
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Not to be missed Not to be missed

Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

Please submit events to: 
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Service Clubs
Announcements

SOROPTIMIST OF 24/680

“Improving the lives of women and 
girls through programs leading to 

social and economic empowerment”

Please join us for our next meeting:

WHEN:  Wednesday 1/8/14 
     Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.  
   Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Buttercup Grill
   660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.  

January Speaker:  
Sister Caritas Foster – “Modern Day Slavery/Trafficking”

For more information, contact:
Regina Englehart @925-876-9076 
or go to: soroptimist24-680.org

A global volunteer organization working to improve
the lives of women and girls through programs
leading to social and economic empowerment. 

Contact us:
Letters to the editor (max 350 words):  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Sport events/stories/pictures:  sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Art, theater, community events:  calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Business news or business press releases:  sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
School stories/events:  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
General interest stories/Community Service:  
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Publishers/Owners: Andy and Wendy Scheck;
andy@lamorindaweekly.com, wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Editor: Jennifer Wake; jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com, 
Copy Editor: Nick Marnell; nick@lamorindaweekly.com
Sports Editor: Spencer Silva; sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Advertising: 925-377-0977, Wendy Scheck;
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Staff Writers: Sophie Braccini; sophie@lamorindaweekly.com,
Cathy Tyson; cathy@lamorindaweekly.com,
Victor Ryerson; victor@lamorindaweekly.com,
Cathy Dausman; cathy.d@lamorindaweekly.com,
Nick Marnell; nick@lamorindaweekly.com,
Digging Deep: Cynthia Brian; cynthia@lamorindaweekly.com,
Food: Susie Iventosch; suziventosch@gmail.com
Contributing Writers: Conrad Bassett,  Moya Stone, Michael Sakoda, 
Lou Fancher, Chris Lavin, Amanda Kuehn Carroll, Diane Claytor, Uma Unni,
Spencer Silva, Karl Buscheck, Ryan McKinley, Zoe Portnoff, Clare Varellas,
Adam Blake, Daniel Smith, Fran Miller, Jade Shojaee, Emily Dugdale, 
Barry Hunau (cartoonist), Derek Zemrak (Film Critic)
Calendar Editor: Jaya Griggs; Photos: Tod Fierner, Ohlen Alexander,
Gint Federas
Layout/Graphics: Andy Scheck.  Printed in CA.
Mailing address: 
Lamorinda Weekly, P.O. Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570-6133  
Phone: 925-377-0977; Fax: 1-800-690-8136
email: info@lamorindaweekly.com   
website: www.lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda Weekly
is an independent publication, produced by and for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA

26,600 printed copies; delivered to homes & businesses in Lamorinda.

Image courtesy DreamWorks all rights reserved

‘Bridge of  Spies’
Spielberg’s Cold War thriller
By Derek Zemrak

Speaker: Catherine Baker,
District Assemblywoman, on
Priority Issues and Challenges.

October 23:
Speaker: Tom Guyette, recent
Regatta maven, exposes
himself

October 30:

Look for an upcoming Cold Weather Coat and Clothing Drive to help
members of Monument Crisis Center. There will be donation drop-off

locations in Lamorinda on November 6 and 7.

For more info, please email us at 
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa,
3666 Mt. Diablo   Blvd, Lafayette.

SOROPTIMIST OF 24/680

“Improving the lives of women and 
girls through programs leading to 

social and economic empowerment”

Please join us for our next meeting:

WHEN:  Wednesday 1/8/14 
     Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.  
   Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Buttercup Grill
   660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.  

January Speaker:  
Sister Caritas Foster – “Modern Day Slavery/Trafficking”

For more information, contact:
Regina Englehart @925-876-9076 
or go to: soroptimist24-680.org

Wednesday, November 4th

Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.     
Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

"Save the Date for our Crab Feed" 
Saturday, January 23rd

Thanks supporters of the
2015 MAAC Charity Golf Tournament

Monterey Hilton Garden Inn     
Chuck Corica Golf Complex

Moraga Garden Center     
Berkeley Bowl Marketplace      Lee’s Florist & Nursery     

Russell Takei       Ronald Wake
Ken Kawaichi       Ed Oshika       Derrek Tomine     

Craig Yamada       Eda Fukayama

ELK’S LODGE
1475 Creekside Dr.,

Walnut Creek

Beautiful handcrafted items, gourmet goodies, and works of art. 

Friday, Nov. 13
11 am - 7 pm

The Holiday Marketplace

Saturday, Nov. 14
9 am - 5pm
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This is the time of
year when the de-

sire for comfort foods re-
ally starts to surface. That
is probably why my son,
who is a huge seafood fan,
opted for pasta instead of
lobster on his first-ever trip
to Boston last week. He
was so enthralled with the
dish, that he sent an email
to tell me all about this
orecchiette pasta with hen
ragout. 

      
“Holy cow, it was

amazing!!! I mean, really,
really amazing!” he raved.
And, then he went on to
ask if I knew how to make
a ragout. Well, the short
answer is yes, but nor-
mally I think of tomatoes
and veggies, along with
some beef for a hearty,
stew-like meal.  This
chicken ragout is lighter
than a beef ragout, and
calls for carrots, celery and
onions, along with herbs,
wine and chicken. It is de-
licious and perfect to serve
over pasta. We chose pap-
pardelle pasta, because it
holds up so well to the
pureed sauce and chunks
of chicken. 
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Reach 60,000+ 
in Lamorinda

Advertise in 
Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977

today

Advertise

Business Directory
GardeningUnderpinning

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorindawww.bayareaunderpinning.org

Heating

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

Present this coupon for

off any 
service.

*May not be
combined with
any other offer.
Expires 11/30/2015.

*

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax
Bites and Tasty Morsels, which can be
found at Across the Way in Moraga,
www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net. 
Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our
website: www.lamorindaweekly.com.
If you would like to share your favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our office at (925) 377-0977.

Chicken Ragout, Much Lighter Than a Stew
By Susie Iventosch

INGREDIENTS
1 whole, fryer (or roaster) chicken, quartered into leg/thigh and breast/wing
parts (remove skin if you prefer skinless)
Sea salt and fresh ground pepper
¼ cup olive oil, divided
2 carrots, cut into ½-inch pieces
2 stalks of celery, cut into ½-inch pieces
1 large yellow onion, coarsely chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
4 sprigs of thyme, stripped of stem
2 sprigs of rosemary, stripped of stem and chopped
3 sage leaves, chopped
¼ cup parsley, chopped (reserve some for garnish)
¼ cup tomato paste
1 cup dry white wine (can use red wine)
1 ½ cups water
16 ounces pappardelle pasta
½ cup fresh-grated Parmesan
DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 300F.
In a large skillet or Dutch oven, heat 2 tablespoons oil and brown chicken on
both sides. Remove to a plate. 
In the same pan, add a little more oil and cook onions, garlic, celery, carrots and
herbs over medium heat, until beginning to brown and getting a little bit
caramelized. Add tomato paste and mix until dissolved.  Then add the wine and
water and stir well, until integrated.
Place chicken back in pot, press down into broth and veggies and cover with a
tight-fitting lid. Bake, covered, for approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes, or
until chicken is cooked tender and falling off the bone. Remove from oven and
cool to room temperature.
Pull the meat from the bones into large and small pieces and discard bones and
fat. Set chicken aside. Meanwhile, puree braising veggies along with all the
broth that is left in a food processor. This may take several batches, depending
on the size of the processor. Return pureed sauce to a pot or pan and season to
taste with salt and pepper. Add meat and heat until warm. Serve over cooked
pasta and garnish with fresh grated Parmesan and a sprig of parsley.

You can find most
of the recipes

published in the
Lamorinda Weekly

on our website.
Click Food tab.

Pappardelle Pasta with Chicken Ragout Photo Susie Iventosch

Specialties of the House 

The Hunt for Happy Hour – Home/Made Kitchen
By A.K. Carroll

This week’s Hunt for Happy Hour takes us to Moraga’s
Home/Made Kitchen Café to see what’s cooking with

their newest afternoon offering.

      
Not everyone will venture off the beaten path or drive the

extra distance to have a meal in Moraga, but those willing to
wander to the door of Home/Made Kitchen will be greeted with
a welcome that might just change their uphill aversion. A modest
establishment housed in cinderblock walls with wide-open win-
dows, the café’s character comes from its creators’ attention to
detail – butcher paper table-cloths, dishes edged in flowers, tiny
sugared cookies served alongside cups of coffee. It isn’t elaborate
by any means, but that is intentional.  It is quaint, comfortable,
homey and, well, “homemade,” which isn’t always a word you
associate with happy hour. 

      
Home/Made started as a daytime joint that served breakfast

at all hours, poured quality coffee, and baked dainty and decadent
pastries. The local community was insatiable, so the café ex-
panded its offerings to take-away meals and prix fixe Friday din-
ners. Less than two miles from a college campus and nestled
among the suburbs, happy hour was the logical next step in filling

out the café’s offerings. You won’t find crazy cocktails, truffle
fries, or foie gras, but you will encounter generous portions and
heart-felt food at a fraction of the price. It’s like home. Only bet-
ter.

      
Home/made’s happy hour features chilled canned and bottled

beers, including Lagunitas, Blue Moon and Caldera, all of which
go for $3-$3.50. House red, white and sparkling wines are $5 a
glass, as are delicate peach bellinis made in the traditional style
with a puree of fresh white peaches mixed with sparkling wine.

Beverages can be enjoyed indoors at a cozy café table or out-
doors on the sunny stretch of patio.

      
Food offerings are simple, but generous, and include a

chicken quesadilla made with sharp cheddar and jack cheeses,
with pico de gallo and sour cream; barbecue pork sliders served
on fluffy soft butter buns with red cabbage and housemade
wasabi slaw; and crunchy housemade tortilla chips with
edamame hummus or a side of guacamole. Options are likely to
rotate according to season, reception, and culinary inspiration. 

      
Though you could easily make a meal off of Home/Made’s

happy hour offerings, if it’s a Friday evening and you’re in need
of a night out you might opt to stick around for the curated three-
course prix fixe. Like all of the café’s items, these dishes are
made with quality ingredients from local markets and food pur-
veyors – the sort of places you might buy from if you were shop-
ping for your family, which is essentially how the owners view
the mission of their meals. Hop on over for happy hour and get
a taste of what makes Moraga a home away from home that’s
worth a little drive.

Photos A.K. Carroll

When:
4-6 pm, Thursday-Friday
Where:
Home/Made Kitchen Café &
Bakery, 337 Rheem Blvd.,
Moraga
Drinks:
$5 bellinis, $5 house wines,
$3 beers
Food:
$2-3 appetizers
Recommended:
White Peach Bellini and
edamame hummus

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 a e Far Home Office, Bloomin ton, I

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

How's your hearing?  
Ask an Audiologist

Dr. Erik M. Breitling, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com
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Lamorinda Rugby Football Club
On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2015 rugby season!
Season runs December through March for youth, and through
April for HS.  Ages 6-19. Girls welcome through middle school.
No prior rugby experience necessary. Practices are located at
the Wilder Fields in Orinda.

Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorugby.com.
For middle and elementary school ages, contact head youth Coach Adam Browne
for more info: adam.browne6@gmail.com. For High School, contact Recruiting
Director Steve Peterson at stevepetersonhome@yahoo.com. 

Depth Leads to Strong Start for Saint
Mary's Men's Golf
By Karl Buscheck

With Jonathan De Los Reyes
anchoring the squad, the

Saint Mary's men's golf team is cruis-
ing along early in the campaign.

      
“Obviously, we're led by

Jonathan De Los Reyes,” head coach
Scott Hardy said of the senior, who
was a preseason all-West Coast Con-
ference selection. “He's one of the
best college players in the country.”

      
De Los Reyes has been the star,

but the key for the Gaels has been
everyone chipping in.

      
“Honestly, the team's success

comes from the fact that all five of our
guys can play,” said Hardy, who has
been named the WCC Coach of The
Year eight times in his 15 seasons
with the program, including last year.
“We have a deep lineup. A lot of times
in college golf, it's hard to get a four
and five guy to contribute a lot, and
we really don't have that problem.”

      
Pavan Sagoo is another member

of that deep lineup who has stood out.
At the Nick Watney Invitational in
Fresno on Oct. 5 and 6, the sopho-
more fired off a 16-under par 197,
which was the best 54-hole score in
Saint Mary's history.

      
“It was quite a performance,”

Hardy said. “It was also the lowest
total ever shot at that tournament and
they've had an unbelievable list of
winners – Phil Mickelson's won it,
Tom Watson – a bunch of established
tour pros have won that tournament.

So it was neat for Pavan to set those
records.”

      
While Sagoo wrote his name into

the record books, the Gaels topped the
field at the tournament. The title at the
Nick Watney Invitational was just
business as usual for Saint Mary's.

      
The team was the co-champion at

the Fighting Irish Gridiron Classic in
South Bend, Indiana on Sept. 21 and
22 and the runner-up at the Saint
Mary's Invitational at Pebble Beach
from Sept. 14-16.

      
For now, the Gaels' focus is on the

upcoming trip to El Paso, Texas on
Oct. 23-25 for the Price's “Give 'Em
Five” Invitational, but the team has
major plans for the rest of the season.

      
“Our main goal for the year is al-

ways to win our conference champi-
onship,” Hardy said. “That's always a
big deal for us.”

      
Last year, Saint Mary's landed in

third place at the WCC Golf Champi-
onship before finishing in eighth at
the NCCA Regionals.

      
“Our big goals are to get into the

NCAA postseason, which is the re-
gional tournament,” Hardy said.
“And then once you're in regionals,
advance onto the national champi-
onship; I think that's what we have
our sites set on more than anything
else is making it to nationals.”

      
Hardy believes that his talented

team has the ideal mindset to accom-
plish those objectives.

      
“I think they've got a little bit of a

chip on their shoulder as well because
we weren't ranked in any of the pre-
season rankings,” Hardy said. “And I
think they knew that they were going
to be good, but nobody else knew it.
So, I think they kind of have some-
thing to prove and they're out to show
everybody how good they are.”

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

At the UC Eye Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.  
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,  
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:  

• Pediatric Vision Care • Eye Examinations 
• LASIK Surgery • Geriatric Vision Care  • Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear Center • Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

Jonathan De Los Reyes Photo Tod Fierner

Miramonte Defeats Campo
in NCS Final Rematch
By Spencer Silva

In most seasons, the influx and ef-
flux of talent from local water polo

programs leave clear favorites. This
season, however, it is anyone’s guess
which team will top the season-end
DFAL standings.  

      
“This is the deepest I’ve ever seen

the DFAL,” said Campolindo head
coach Miles Price. “Anyone could
win it this year.” 

      
For now, Miramonte (8-6 overall,

2-0 DFAL) is the de facto frontrunner,
after defeating rival Campolindo 9-7
at home last Wednesday, Oct. 14. It

was the first time the two teams met
since last fall, when Miramonte
knocked off No. 1 seed Campo 10-8
in the NCS final – they met in the fi-
nals the year before, too; the Cougars
won 11-10. 

      
The two teams traded blows

early, but the Mats dominated the sec-
ond half.

      
“Last year, we got a little caught

up in the rivalry; this year we were
more even keel,” said Mats head
coach James Lathrop. “The boys had
a good, concerted defensive effort.” 

      
Early in the fourth quarter, two

spectacular goals from senior Christian
Schillinger shifted the tide in favor of
the Mats. The first was a lob from the
perimeter over Campolindo goal-
keeper Nikhil Suri, which provoked
Miramonte parent, Jack Hallahan, to
exclaim, “That’s the game!” He added,
“I don’t know Schillinger’s first name,
but it’s ‘God’ right now.” On the sec-
ond goal, Schillinger came over the top
for a near side finish, which staked the
Mats to a 9-5 lead they wouldn’t lose.

                     
... continued on page C3

Christian Schillinger Photo Gint Federas

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com
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reach 60,000+ with your ad

SPORTS MEDICINE 
CENTER FOR 
YOUNG ATHLETES

OAKLAND
510-428-3558

SAN RAMON
925-979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons Insurance

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Painting Contractor

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Lafayette Painting
All phases and types of painting work done

on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.  

Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

Classes Offered

Dance Class: 4 yrs to 18 yrs 
Tap, Jazz, HipHop, Broadway Styles

Tuesday in Orinda 
Masonic Center

“Dancingly” Sharlyn 510-913-8877

Home & Pet Care

Local retired teacher offers
overnight care, rides to BART,
light laundry and house tidying.
References 925-699-7722

Electric Wheel Chair
Pronto M41 - $900. Tight turning
radius and very stable wheel design.
300 lb. weight capacity & 17 mile
battery range. (925) 330-1983

Lafayette Little League Standout Set to Star on Big League Stage
By Karl Buscheck

Thirteen-year-old kids aren't supposed to
hit 350-foot home runs. But Jake De-

laney, the star of the national champion Lamor-
inda Knights, is no average 13-year-old kid.

      
“I've seen Delaney hit and he's pretty spe-

cial,” said Brian Domenico, the president of the
Power Showcase, which is an annual event fea-
turing the best middle school and high school
players from around the nation and across the
globe. “The ball comes off his bat much differ-
ently than any other 13-year-old that I've seen
in a long time.”

      
Domenico, who was selected by the Oak-

land A's in the 19th round of the 1992 MLB
draft and who spent six seasons in the minor
leagues, has seen a ton of rising stars over the
years. The upcoming edition of the Power
Showcase, which will be held Dec. 28-Jan. 2 at
Marlins Park in Miami, Florida, will mark the
10th time that Domenico has put on the event.

      
During the 2009 Power Showcase, Bryce

Harper – the heavy favorite to win the 2015 Na-

tional League MVP award – put his name on
the map by crushing a 502-foot home run at the
Power Showcase Home Run Derby.

      
Delaney put his name on the map back in

August when the center fielder-catcher helped
lead the Lamorinda Knights to 2015 Travel Ball
Select National Championship in East Cobb,
Georgia.

      
Domenico had the chance to watch Delaney

play in the tournament and that's when he knew
that the Stanley Middle Schooler needed to take
part in the upcoming Power Showcase.

      
“I saw Delaney hit a home run down in East

Cobb and just the way that he moves, the way
that he runs, the functionality and the strength.
I mean, he's like lightning in a bottle,”
Domenico said.

      
Winning a national title wasn't the only

headline-worthy moment from Delaney's busy
summer. After delivering a game-winning hit
while playing for the Lafayette Little League
All-Star team, Delaney was ejected from the

contest for celebrating. As a result, he was
forced to sit out the final game of the tourna-
ment when Lafayette lost to Petaluma and
missed out on its chance to play in the Little
League World Series.

      
Delaney will represent California during the

Home Run Derby and play for the West squad
in the Future Stars Game. Delaney will be pitted
against other 13- and 14-year-olds in those con-
tests, and the Power Showcase also has compe-
titions for the Rookies (10-, 11- and
12-year-olds), high school freshmen (15U) and
sophomores through seniors.

      
While the home run derby highlights the

event, the Power Showcase also provides all the
players with an opportunity to learn about men-
tal strength training, and for the high school
players to work out in front of MLB scouts.

      
“What separates us from everybody else is

there's no other organization on the planet that
puts 10-, 12-, 13-, 14-year-olds in a major

league stadium and wets their palates for great-
ness,” Domenico said.

      
Delaney is looking forward to getting the

chance to take the field with some of the most
promising prospects when he travels to Miami
in a couple of months.

      
“[It's] exciting that I get to have a fun time

with other great players from around the na-
tion,” Delaney said. “I hope to learn how to
compete and at the same time have as much fun
as I can.”

      
The Power Showcase also includes a phil-

anthropic aspect, as all of the players who take
part in the event must also work with the Home
Runs That Help program, which partners the
players with kids from local hospitals to raise
money for the young patients.

      
“I think it kind of plants the seed for them

to be a role model,” Domenico said. “And it
teaches them what it's like to give back to the
community.”

Jake Delaney Photos F8sports

Tutoring in Mathematics and
Computer Science, all levels,
elementary school to university,
by James Finn, Ph.D. in Computer
Science and former Stanford
lecturer. $50 per hour. Contact:
nonfictionjames@sonic.net

Estate Sale

ESTATE SALE Oct 24, 25th
9:30 am - 4:00 pm, 44 Sullivan Dr,
Moraga. Call: 207 610-2579 for info.
Quality furniture, gift shop items

Moving Sale

For Sale

MOVING SALE MORAGA
47 San Pablo Ct., Sat, Oct 24, 2015
9 AM to 2 PM. Lots of misc stuff
from 43 yrs of marriage, seasonal,
holiday, kitchen, knickknacks, Denver
Broncos, Pfaltzgraff Yorktowne.
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Lamorinda U12 Boys Finalists at
Davis Legacy Premier Cup
Submitted by Juliandra Rittmann

Top, from left: Coach Evan Sassano, Andrew Heilmann, Cristian Alfaro, Sebastian Calderon,
Ryan Nickens, Max Rittmann, Owen Peck, Miles Bergman, Nick Govea, Rhett Skvarna and
Matthew Alm; front: Cole Curtis, Mason Archer, Adrian Fernandez-Lopez, Ernesto Cruz, Bren-
dan McCulloch, Jonas Dao, Tony Guzman, Jack Cusumano and Jorah Delbanco

Photo provided 
The Lamorinda United U12 Boys Navy team was a finalist in the Davis Legacy Premier
Cup Tournament (Sept. 26-27) in Davis, California. 

Local Fencer Finishes Third at
North American Cup
Submitted by David Kornguth

Kornguth, top left, receives her third-place medal Photo provided

Lindsay Kornguth, a Miramonte fresh-
man, took third place in epee at the

North American Cup Division II event
held in Richmond, Virginia on Oct. 10.

Lindsay earned a National “B” rating,
which qualifiers her for Division I, the
most selective level of tournaments in the
nation.

Sea Serpents Make a Splash
By Rosie Chester and Makenna Millham

Everyone has a different definition for
what qualifies as victory. For some

coaches and athletes, victory comes every
Sunday at the Campolindo Soda Aquatic Cen-
ter. They participate in East Bay Sea Serpents,
a nonprofit swim team affiliated with Special
Olympics of Northern California. EBSS caters
to children and adults with disabilities and
serves as an outlet to have fun, while also pro-
viding aquatic fitness and skill.

      
For some Miramonte students, these vic-

tories have been witnessed first-hand. Many
Lamorindians participate in Sea Serpents as
volunteer coaches or athletes, helping children
and adults with disabilities that includes Down
syndrome, autism spectrum disorders and
cerebral palsy.

      
For Miramonte junior Charlotte Curran,

Sea Serpents has been a very rewarding expe-
rience. “The biggest takeaway has definitely
been learning how to work with people with
different abilities and figuring out how to ar-
ticulate instructions or compromise,” she said.  

      
Miramonte senior Patrick Kirbach has

made huge strides in advancing his swimming
career. Kirbach has swum with Sea Serpents
since he was 6 years old and has moved his
way over from the shallow pool—where more
developmental skills are practiced—to the
deeper pool, where stronger swimmers have a
workout-style practice. When asked about his
favorite aspect of Sea Serpents Kirbach said,
“I like being able to be in the water and kick
my legs. My favorite strokes are breaststroke
and backstroke.”

      
The program benefits athletes as well as

parents. Anna Tague, mother of long-term
swimmer Nicole Tague, has seen her daughter

improve over the years due to volunteers and
the positive vibe of the program. “To have a
team of students and adult volunteers donating
their precious weekend time to support chil-
dren with special needs is a gift to our com-
munity,” Tague said. “The relationships built
between the Sea Serpent athletes and families
with the youth coaches are inspiring and I
think benefit every person involved.”

      
Not only is Sea Serpents a good workout

and learning experience, it’s a fun way to
spend time with a variety of swimmers and
coaches. Veteran coach and Miramonte junior
Matthew Coleman has been instructing for
two years. “The best part is seeing everyone
progress, because everyone really does get
better,” he said.

      
East Bay Sea Serpents was founded in

March 2001 by Joleen Silverfoote. Since
2010, the director has been Brian Wentzel,
who has been offering his time and expertise
since 2010 with the help of his wife, Deanna,
who takes photos of the athletes and volun-
teers.  “I would say that there are two aspects
of Sea Serpents that stand out for me,”
Wentzel said. “First, of course seeing the ath-
letes learn, grow and expand their aquatic
skills is amazing. Secondly, I love the aspect
of working with our community’s youth as
volunteers for the program.”

      
More information about Sea Serpents may

be found at
http://www.eastbayseaserpents.org/. 

      
Editor’s note: This story was written by

Miramonte High School Mirador staff writers,
and was originally published in the Oct. 8
issue of The Mirador.  Published with permis-
sion.

Sea Serpent Lily Grenning smiles at the EBSS Laney College Meet. Photo Deanna Wentzel

Miramonte Defeats Campo in NCS Final Rematch  
... continued from page C1

      
The Mats appear to be reaching peak

form after scheduling a tough preseason
slate, which included two matches against
Harvard-Westlake Academy (Los Angeles,
Calif.), one of the nation’s premier teams.
The Wolverines won both times. 

      
Overall, the team is reliant on leader-

ship from a strong senior class. Last fall,
junior Tyler Abramson and senior Alex Za-
manian earned first and second team all-
league honors last fall, respectively.
According to Lathrop, the team needs con-
tributions from up and down the roster to
make a run at another NCS title.  

      
The Cougars (10-6 overall, 2-1 DFAL)

are off to yet another strong start, although
some new faces have made their way into
prominent roles. Freshman Beck Jurasius is
the team’s starting two-meter player, and
while young, he’s slowly turning into a
force to be reckoned with near the cage.
Seniors Cole Stevens and Yurii Hanley,
who earned first and second team all league
honors in 2014, are staples once again for
the Cougars.

      
Price saw a fine effort from his team

against the Mats. “Effort had nothing to do
with (the loss),” he explained. “We’ve just
got to keep getting better.”

      
The team will participate in the upcom-

ing North-South Tournament at Sacred
Heart in Atherton, where there will some of
the better teams the Bay Area has to offer.
There Price’s team will have an opportunity
to polish up its game before entering what
is shaping up to be a competitive final
sprint. 

      
Both teams boast talent out of the pool

as well. Mats senior Jack Niehaus recently

returned from New York City screening his
short documentary, “Of Bears and Men,” at
the All American High School Film Festi-
val.  It was a finalist in four different cate-
gories. Campolindo’s Nikhil Suri, who
plays French horn, was recently given a
chair on San Francisco’s Symphony’s
Youth Orchestra. Suri is also receiving in-
terest from Ivy League schools for playing
water polo.

      
The Acalanes Dons (9-7 overall, 1-2

DFAL) are having an up-and-down season
so far, showing flashes of brilliance and dis-
appointment. They beat rival Campolindo
twice in the preseason, for instance, but then
suffered an 11-6 loss to the Cougars a week
after blowing out Dougherty Valley by a
margin of 21 goals. 

      
“Good team defense fueled our solid

early season results,” said coach Clarke
Tamiriki in an email. “We have had trouble
maintaining that defense which has led to a
lack of focus of late.” 

      
A strong senior group that includes

Tommy Fellner and Jack Winther, who both
earned second team all-league honors in
2014, and Evan Wentzel headline the roster.  

      
Like their peers, the Dons prepared for

the grueling DFAL schedule with a tough
slate of preseason matches against some of
California’s top teams. However, in order
to be successful, they’re going to have to
recreate some of their early season mojo.

      
“We have not played our best water

polo in the last couple of weeks and need
to regain the focus that we had early sea-
son,” Tamiriki said. “When we are playing
to our strength, I feel we stack up well
(against other DFAL teams).”

Lady Mats Turn Tide on Cougars, Win 11-4

Grace Tehaney Photos Jeanette Broad

Carson Broad

The Miramonte Lady Mats (9-4 overall, 3-0 DFAL) also won their rivalry match against Campolindo
(9-7 overall, 1-2 DFAL). Unlike the boys, who have been evenly matched in recent years, the 11-4
victory marked the first time the Lady Mats beat the Cougars in nine seasons. The ‘Super Sophomores,’
which includes two-meter specialist Grace Tehaney, Carson Broad, Katrina Drake, Kelly Murphy
and Skylar Savar, has been the foundation of the team’s success this fall. Senior goalkeeper Paige
Miller, who recorded eight saves against Campo, leads the team’s superior defense. “We can focus
on defense because we have so many great athletes on this team,” head coach Noel Murphy explained.
“Scoring just happens.” The girls were runners up at the Western States Tournament in Modesto this
past weekend and face off against co-DFAL leader and rival Acalanes on Wednesday Oct. 21. 
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Water restrictions can be painful.
It is not easy for local gardeners

to see the trees, annuals and perennials
that were chosen with care, and grown
with dedication, wither away.  But sev-
eral Lamorinda residents have found an
innovative solution to lessen the pain:
using free recycled water from the Cen-
tral Contra Costa Sanitary district
(Central San) to save all or part of their
landscaping. 

          
Passersby may have noticed

small signs planted on front gardens
that say: “Irrigated with free recycled
water.”  The solution might be free, but
it is not for everyone.  It takes equip-
ment and weekly trips to Martinez,
but these residents are proving every
day that you can save potable water
and the garden at the same time.  

          
“We wanted to save our trees, the

citruses and the small maple,” explains

Lafayette resident Carolyn Lane. “We
were not trying to get the lawn going,
but we were concerned about the
trees.” The Lanes were willing to make
as big an effort as possible to contribute
to saving potable water for drinking
use, so when they saw in the Central
San newsletter, The Pipeline, that the
agency was giving out free recycled
water to residents, they looked into it
and now go twice a week to Martinez,

bringing back 150 gallons each time.

          
“We have had the recycled water

program available for industrial and
agricultural use for some time,” says
Central San project manager Nathan
Hodges.  “We decided to make it avail-
able for residents to get people used to
recycled water.”  Hodges explains that
the water coming out of the treatment
plants is either sent to the San Fran-
cisco Bay, or is retreated before it is
used as recycled water.  “We recycle
one and a half to two million gallons a
day,” says Hodges. “A part is used by
ourselves in our treatment plant; other
large users include the Pleasant Hill
and Concord school districts that use
it for their landscaping, local golf
courses, and parks.” He says that the
Dublin San Ramon Services District
was the first one to start recycling and
using this water in the area.

          
In Moraga, Barbara and Tom Pre-

ston are also taking advantage of the
free water to take care of a garden lush
with plants and trees.  “We first went to
Central San with the trash cans we use
to collect roof run-off, but were told
that we needed containers with a
screw-in lid,” explains Barbara Preston,
“so we bought drums that could fit in
the back of the minivan.”  The Prestons
go to Central San twice a week and get
about 135 gallons of water each trip.

                         
... continued on page D4
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian   ...read on page D12

Saving the Garden Ö and Water, Too
By Sophie Braccini

Mike Taylor on his trailer with water containers. Photo Jann Taylor
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
17
14
9

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$555,000
$365,000
$865,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$3,000,000
$1,430,000
$2,047,500

LAFAYETTE
3562 Boyer Circle, $1,285,000, 3 Bdrms, 3182 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 8-20-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 05-24-06
3108 Del Oceano Drive, $933,500, 4 Bdrms, 2067 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 8-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $690,000, 09-12-12
1089 Glen Road, $2,495,000, 4 Bdrms, 3408 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-25-15
3265 Greenhills Drive, $1,625,000, 5 Bdrms, 4244 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 8-20-15; 

Previous Sale: $142,500, 07-02-87
3483 Hamlin Road, $1,780,000, 4 Bdrms, 2665 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,015,000, 08-25-10
4120 Happy Valley Road, $950,000, 5 Bdrms, 4986 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 8-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $950,000, 10-22-13
3300 Helen Lane, $850,000, 6 Bdrms, 1879 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 8-21-15
3755 Highland Road, $1,025,000, 4 Bdrms, 1972 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-28-15; 

Previous Sale: $725,000, 03-04-10
1503 Huston Road, $900,000, 6 Bdrms, 2158 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 8-25-15; 

Previous Sale: $900,000, 04-21-05
3261 Marlene Drive, $555,000, 2 Bdrms, 1160 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 8-27-15; 

Previous Sale: $28,000, 10-31-78
3741 Meadow Lane, $3,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 4457 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 8-28-15; 

Previous Sale: $2,100,000, 05-13-10
948 Reliez Station Road, $1,170,000, 2 Bdrms, 1950 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-27-15
570 Silverado Drive, $1,525,000, 3 Bdrms, 2002 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 8-27-15; 

Previous Sale: $799,000, 04-10-03
3362 Stage Coach Drive, $1,855,000, 3 Bdrms, 3289 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 8-25-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,695,000, 08-24-07
3370 Stage Coach Drive, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 4069 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 8-28-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,729,000, 08-17-10
4036 Valente Drive, $900,000, 2 Bdrms, 2316 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 8-20-15; 

Previous Sale: $565,000, 09-28-01
1010 Woodbury Road #201, $1,569,500, 8-28-15
MORAGA
2063 Ascot Drive #115, $365,000, 2 Bdrms, 1068 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 8-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $240,000, 12-24-02
2051 Ascot Drive #202, $380,000, 2 Bdrms, 1191 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 8-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $325,000, 08-05-03
390 Birchwood Drive, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 2060 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 8-20-15; 

Previous Sale: $52,500, 10-27-70
148 Calle La Montana, $1,110,000, 3 Bdrms, 1817 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-26-15; 

Previous Sale: $769,500, 10-24-03
8 Doral Drive, $745,000, 2 Bdrms, 1743 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 8-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $340,000, 04-30-98
307 Draeger Drive, $1,430,000, 4 Bdrms, 2318 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-21-15

... continued on page D9

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

EXCELLENT TIME to take advantage of  strong
demand to get the highest possible price on your
home and buy something else while interest rates
are still low. They will go up.
If  I had a Buyer for your home would you sell it?

FOR SALE

5 Owl Hill Ct,
Orinda

Breathtaking
Mediterranean 
Style Estate
Offered at
$3,295,000

SALE PENDING REPRESENTING SELLERS
4056 Fiora Pl., Lafayette

Offered at $1,189,000
97 Bunce  Meadows Dr.,  Alamo

Offered at $1,878,000
2582 Oak Rd. #218, Walnut Creek

Offered at $489,000

11 Muth Dr., Orinda

Offered at $799,000
1780 Granada Dr., Concord 

Offered at $755,000
3980 Clark Rd., El Sobrante 

Offered at $699,000



ANGIE CLAY

925.207.9366

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

JON WOOD TEAM

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

PAT AMES

925.330.5849

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

Congratulations to our own Sereta Churchill on winning the prestigious
California Association of Realtors DISTINGUISHED REALTOR OF THE YEAR Award!  

WAY TO GO SERETA!

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

Proud to be affi liated with
WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

136 BELLE AVENUE, PLEASANT HILL  $570,000

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

FIX
ER

OPPORTU
NITY

9 JOSEFA PLACE, MORAGA CALL AGENT

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

PENDING 

REPRESENTING BUYER

3320 LAS HUERTAS ROAD, LAFAYETTE  $1,300,000

COMING

SOON

765 YGNACIO WOODS COURT, CONCORD  CALL AGENT

TERESA ZOCCHI TEAM 925.360.8662

COMING 

SOON

1 RELIEZ MANOR COURT, LAFAYETTE  $1,795,000

JULIE DEL SANTO 925.818.5500

3 PASEO LINARES, MORAGA  $1,695,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

JANE SMITH 925.998.1914

819 JEANNE CIRCLE, MARTINEZ  $819,000

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

416 NOB HILL DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK  $1,595,000

ANGIE CLAY 925.207.9366

PEN
DING 



Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES             www.lamorindaweekly.com                925-377-0977                 Wednesday,  October 21, 2015D4

          
Once water is on site, the question became how

to get the water to the garden.  Since the Lanes’ lot sits
below the road, they simply use gravity to get the water
flowing; the Prestons have a level lot so gravity was not
an option. Instead, they created a simple system with a
sump pump to transfer the water from Central San to
different containers around their garden and they water
their plants manually with hoses. 

          
The Taylors in Lafayette, who travel many times

each weekend to get between 1,500 and 2,000 gallons
of water, had to get professional about their water han-
dling.  They use a trailer to haul the water, a maximum
of 300 gallons a trip, which equals about 1.2 tons, not
something any normal vehicle can handle safely. “We
are maintaining a small orchard and a front yard (that
includes a lawn),” says Jann Taylor. “Personally, we
would love for Californians to recycle and reuse all our
sanitized water.” She notes that a large part of her week-
end is dedicated to getting the water, something she
does not see as sustainable.  “If we do not get a good
downpour of water with El Niño this winter, the lawn
might have to go,” she says.

          
Edwin Oto also uses a trailer pulled by a small

truck.  He bought a 275-gallon container, at a cost of
$200, as well as a new powerful pump that gets him
enough pressure to efficiently water his garden.  He

goes to Martinez twice a week.  

           
As a young man in college, he visited a treatment

plant where he learned about the safety and benefits of re-
cycled water.  “Some say that this water has more minerals
than the tap water,” says the Moraga resident.  “This could
be why the plants we water with it are doing so well.”

          
Taylor agrees and adds that it is like using Miracle

Grow all the time. “My roses look so healthy,” she says.
Oto and his wife don't feel that they needed a lawn;
they consider it a waste of water and they took theirs
out, “but we needed water to keep plants alive,” he adds.  

          
The sanitary district confirmed that recycled

water is perfectly safe for the vegetable garden, though
people should not drink it.  “In Monterey County re-
cycled water is used widely by commercial growers,”
says Hodges. “The water is perfectly safe to use for veg-
etable gardens; all you need is to wash your vegetables
before eating them.”  

          
For information and to registration to partici-

pate in the program, visit
http://centralsan.org/index.cfm?navid=1348.

Saving the Garden Ö and Water, Too
... continued from page D1

Edwin Oto uses recycled water in his garden. Photos Sophie Bracinni

Bobbie and Tom Preston's garden 



STILL #1 FOR A REASON | 2011THROUGH 2015

Lamorinda's Best
Realtor

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

Award-winning 5BR/4.5 BA, 4750± sq. �. retreat on a 2.5± acre view parcel. 
O�ered at $3,750,000 • 4RidgeOrinda.com

4 Ridge Lane, Orinda 
  Call to View!

Premium 4BR/3.5BA, 3936± sq. �. new construction on a .63± acre parcel with guest house.
O�ered at $3,150,000 • 53Oakwood.com

53 Oakwood Road, Orinda
  Open Sun. 1-4!

Newly-built 4BR/3BA, 3050± sq. �. modern day traditional on a .54± acre lot in an A+ location!
O�ered at $1,895,000 • 37HillcrestDrive.com

37 Hillcrest Drive, Orinda
  Just Listed • 1st Open Sun. 1-4!

Recently updated 4BR/2.5BA, 2382± sq. �. Happy Valley traditional on a .77± acre parcel.
O�ered at $1,395,000 • 1135UpperHappyValley.com

���������	�
�����
���������������������
  Just Listed!

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918
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Stylish Solutions
Stress-Free Fall Tables
By Ann McDonald

We are so blessed to live in Lamorinda, in such natural beauty. As the
weather shifts ever so slightly, do you have the fall table planned out?
From Halloween parties to harvest brunches to Thanksgiving, thoughts

of lavish parties can loom large. First, don’t panic. Second, don’t worry that you have
not even thought about holiday cards, never mind next week’s buffet at your house. 

          
Last month we covered top tips for color coordinating your holiday décor for

the upcoming months. That will help you make decisions at the decorating stores
quickly. This month we will get specific on how to set your table and what you need
to get a high-style look without breaking the bank or spending hours planning.

          
Setting up a quick buffet can work for large or small scale. You can switch the

buffet out and set up for a sit-down party with the same materials. Because the items
are flexible, you can have them on hand and switch last minute, if needed, from buffet
to sit-down or vice versa.

          
One of the biggest stresses is transforming your year-round home into a space

worthy of the holiday party, big or small, formal or informal. It all has to do with set-
ting the table. It is fun to host friends, but no one wants to fret over styles and if the
table decoration works with what you already have going on at home, why not do it
that way?

          
Here’s a partial list of what we keep in our proverbial table-setting war chest:

•        Chargers in all sizes and types
•        Small, low rimmed trays for buffets, all sizes and types 
•        Good quality square glass plates and bowls

•        Good quality stainless silverware
•        Interesting tea towels, usually in some type of theme, bought in bulk and used

only as napkins
•        Five- to seven-yard remnants of good quality upholstery fabric to use as table

coverings
•        Mini battery-operated white or amber colored lights to weave into and under

centerpieces

          
I love to host parties and think they are a beautiful way to share unique styles

during different seasons. Homes, like people, have personalities. Embrace yours and
host friends. During the fall, it is fun to have soup and chili parties or luncheon sit-
downs with friends. We just wrapped our Stress Free Holiday Home live workshop
(you can purchase the Workshop Course, see below) and one of the bonus sections
I shared was on “Easy Elegant Entertaining: Bohemian to White Tie.”

          
Here’s a truth we forget: To create a great eating area, you don’t even need a

dining room table, or a dining room. You can use simple folding tables and cover
with fabric, even desks and side tables, to create flat surfaces worthy of holding what’s
necessary. These can be set up anywhere in your home depending on how you want
people to circulate.

          
Once you identify the table surfaces, consider good quality upholstery fab-

ric. With five to seven yards, you can get enough coverage for about 12 people at a
sit down rectangular table, up to 24 for a buffet table. To calculate needed yardage:
measure your tables in length, add 12 to 15 inches to each end depending on how
much overhang you want, and divide by 36. 

          
Since one yard equals 36 inches you will know approximately how much ma-

terial to buy. ... continued on page D8

This photo shows layers: washed linen on the table, copper tray as charger, glass
plate for main dish, blue vintage for first course, tea towel for napkin and same
faux greenery we shared in last month’s tip for using basics fall through New
Year’s. It is OK to layer and mix! Photos courtesy Couture Chateau llc

Think outside the box with napkins. Close-up of simple scrap leather strips as ties
for decorative tea towel napkins. Great for buffets, they cover the whole lap.



Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today
We print and deliver 26,000 copies every other week.

15 Hilldale Court, Orinda

Paul & Virginia Ratto | 925.998.9501 | vvarni@pacunion.com | RattoandRatto.com | License #: 00900621 | 01361537

�is fabulous Orinda Estate consists of a 5,270± square foot home on 1.53± acres of park-like grounds featuring a circular driveway, lush lawns, exterior  
lighting, fountains, various drought-resistant plants and shrubs, beautiful �oral gardens, numerous patio spaces and an outdoor kitchen.  Enjoy the serene  

surroundings and privacy, relax around the pool and spa or challenge yourself on the full-size tennis court.  Nearly 200 producing Merlot grapevines. 

Call us for more information!

O�ered at $2,995,000 | 15HilldaleCourt.com

DAVID PIERCE
Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct:  925 254 5984
david.pierce@cbnorcal.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real
Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is
owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Dana Reedy | JD
925.253.4621 Direct

Dana.reedy@camoves.com
www.DanaReedyHomes.com
Cal BRE # 01880723
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Example: 132-inch table plus 24 inches for fabric overhang
(12 inches each end) equals 156 inches; 156 divided by 36
(the length of one yard) equals approximately 4 1/3 yards. 

          
By purchasing five to seven yards, you accommodate

for shrinkage and can use extra fabric to cover pedestals for
food or for visual interest around a centerpiece.

          
Where to get these fabrics? Everywhere! From dis-

count stores to online fabric shops.  Make sure to wash fab-
ric ahead of use, especially if near food.  The un-ironed look
is nice for fall as it is more casual.  If you have a round table
or are using folding tables, consider using an under cloth in
a solid color to hide the legs and then the upholstery fabric
to sit on top, where most people see.

          
Now, to the setting. There are lots of ways to set ta-

bles these days, and the old rules have been thrown out for
many. You are free to mix styles, textures, materials and even
colors on the same table. It is very au courant to mix inter-
esting chairs at a dining table, especially for larger groups.
We’ve all seen the gorgeous clean-lined 60-foot-long table
with matching chairs – which is lovely for an outdoor gar-

den party – but for the indoor fall events, just like the mix-
ing of colors with the leaves, I recommend mixing your col-
ors and textures.

          
Don’t try to force a look when it is not happening in

nature. No guilt over not having 40 matching plates or
chairs!

          
Let me know how your table setting goes. For the per-

fect holiday home join in on our Stress Free Holiday Work-
shop series. You can access it 24/7, 365 days a year and it
includes the option of a printed workbook. I even include
my infamous cookie bribery recipe, which works to keep
family decorating help happy while hanging garland.  For
information, visit http://couturechateau.com/holiday/.

Use upholstery fabrics to cover your table instead of the
standard cloth. Here are four we have set aside for harvest
through Thanksgiving and into December. By switching
out the centerpieces and table settings, the look is
changed.

The buffet table is easy to set up. Start with chargers or
trays so guests aren’t balancing just the plate on their lap.
Lay out food just as you would serve it and finish with nap-
kins (see tea towel suggestion) and serve-ware at end.

Ann McDonald, IIDA, NAPO, is the Founder/CEO of
Couture Chateau, a luxury interior design firm in
Orinda. For a complete blog post including other
design ideas, visit www.couturechateau.com/blog

Easy El Niño
Home Prep  
By Andi Peterson Brown

A CB Top Producer
AndiBrownHomes.com

925.818.4588

Iknow, I know—it’s 80 degrees out and
I’m writing about prepping your home

for rain. But El Niño is looming, and if you
are anything like me, once the holidays hit,
getting up on the roof to clean the gutters
is just not going to happen. Thus, there is
no better time than a warm fall weekend
to spend a few hours preparing your home
for the cold, wet weather that is just a
couple short months away. These easy tips
can prevent future costly repairs, lower
your utility bills, and ultimately protect
your largest investment from the
impending deluge.  
•  Clean your gutters. It’s so easy and yet
so hard. But failing to clean your gutters
can lead to leaks as well as cause long term
water damage to your siding, roofing, and
wood trim. 
•  Inspect your roof and flashing. Been
some time since anyone’s been up there?
For minimal cost, a roofer can inspect,
diagnose, and perform basic repairs.  
•  Extend downspouts. Water should
drain a few feet away from your
foundation, not flow right onto it.  
•  Caulk around windows and doors.
And those foam and fabric front door
draft stoppers—yes, those, the ones on late
night infomercials for twelve bucks—they
work wonders.
•  While you’re at it, why not inspect
your heating system.For minimal cost, an
HVAC technician can tune up, clean, and
perform basic repairs to ensure your system
is running at maximum efficiency.

real local • real knowledge • real value
CalBRE# 01738605

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered
trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Sub-
sidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate

LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Stylish Solutions
Stress-Free Fall Tables ... continued from page D6
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INTERNATIONAL
DIAMOND SOCIETY

BAY AREA TOP 100

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are inde-

pendent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Looking to sell or buy?  

Chad Morrison
Direct: 925.253.4650
Mobile: 925.330.1416

chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com    
www.sellinglamorinda.com CalBRE# 01905614

Now is a great time for both. 
Contact me for a free market 

analysis of your home.

MORAGA
9 Fleuti Drive, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2102 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 8-26-15; 

Previous Sale: $375,000, 06-28-94
18 Hammond Place, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1467 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 8-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $751,500, 08-16-12
21 Miramonte Drive, $560,000, 2 Bdrms, 1344 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 8-28-15; 

Previous Sale: $479,000, 09-23-04
1079 Sanders Drive, $850,000, 3 Bdrms, 1512 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 8-27-15
70 Shuey Drive, $1,275,000, 4 Bdrms, 2471 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 8-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $689,000, 11-06-01
1707 St. Andrews Drive, $905,000, 2 Bdrms, 1464 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 8-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $770,000, 09-19-14
137 Whitethorne Drive, $1,020,000, 3 Bdrms, 1887 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 8-26-15; 

Previous Sale: $420,000, 04-30-98
424 Woodminster Drive, $700,500, 3 Bdrms, 1800 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 8-21-15
ORINDA
11 Altamount Drive, $1,055,000, 3 Bdrms, 1502 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-27-15
20 Austin Court, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2529 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 8-26-15; 

Previous Sale: $800,000, 03-25-04
207 Crestview Drive, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 2311 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-21-15
180 Ivy Drive, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1289 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-21-15
224 La Espiral, $1,508,000, 3 Bdrms, 2540 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 8-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $710,000, 05-28-99
12 Meadow Court, $2,047,500, 4 Bdrms, 3456 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 8-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,595,000, 12-05-03
19 Totterdell Court, $1,085,000, 4 Bdrms, 1832 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 8-20-15
52 Underhill Road, $865,000, 2 Bdrms, 1114 SqFt, 1930 YrBlt, 8-28-15; 

Previous Sale: $507,000, 02-02-15
39 Zander Drive, $1,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2930 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 8-20-15; 

Previous Sale: $875,000, 05-18-00

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
... continued from page D2Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299   Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.625% 3.625% 3.875% 3.875%

15 Year Fixed 2.875% 2.875% 3.250% 3.250%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!

3.875% /3.990% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review
By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS

T
he third quarter of 2015 again showed very
good activity on the residential side of Lamor-
inda real estate and inventory continues to re-

main low when looking at available homes: In Lafayette
there were 32 on the market as of Oct. 6 and there were
39 at this time one year ago; in Moraga buyers have their
choice of only 10 properties down from 22 properties
a year ago; and Orinda inventory has fallen to 37 cur-
rently available from 46 last year. 

          
Current asking prices range from $450,000 for a

condominium in Moraga to $7 million for an Orinda
property. At the high end, 29 homes closed above $2
million in the three communities combined during the
quarter, compared to 23 in this quarter a year ago and
only 12 homes in 2013. There are currently 28 homes
available above this amount – nine in Lafayette, 16 in
Orinda, and three in Moraga.

          
Of the 67 pending sales in the area, 58 have re-

ceived acceptable offers since Sept. 1.  That is an average
of about two per day.  Usually many of the sales are com-
pleted prior to the start of school.  Depending upon
how many of the homes are being purchased by families
with children who are new to Lamorinda, these sales
may impact certain grades at the elementary level.

          
Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics

reported from July 1 through Sept. 30, 92 single-family
homes closed in Lafayette, which was a slight increase
from the 84 that closed in the third quarter of 2014.
Sales prices ranged from $745,000 to $3.2 million.  The

average number of days on market was 24, similar to 22
for the same period in 2014.  The average sales price was
$1,462,872, up around 11 percent from the same quar-
ter last year. Average prices have increased over 46 per-
cent in the last three years! 

          
In Moraga, there were 49 single-family closings,

about the same in the third quarter of 2014.  Prices
ranged from $750,000 to $2.2 million.  The average sale
price was up nearly 9 percent from the $1,178,956 in
the same quarter last year and the average increase was
22 percent in the last three years. The average marketing
time was 14 days, down from 24 days a year ago.

          
In Orinda, the number of single-family closings

was down to 69 from 90 in 3Q2014. Sales prices ranged
from $740,000 to $3.3 million, with an average price of
$1,520,904 versus $1,420,663 a year ago, a 37 percent
three-year average increase in Orinda.

          
In the third quarter of this year, on an average price

per square foot basis, Lafayette detached single-family
homes sold at $573.91 versus $560.50 per square foot
a year ago and a continued large increase over the same
quarter in 2012 when it was $419.49 per square foot.
Moraga homes sold for $526.77, an increase over a year
ago when it was $504.10.  In Orinda it was $566.29.  A
year ago it was $518.49. ... continued on next page
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In Lafayette, the average sales price was 101.5 per-

cent of the final asking price.  In Moraga it was also
101.5 percent and in Orinda it was 102.6 percent.  In
many cases, there were multiple offers on homes and
the result was a closing price above the asking price.

          
In Lafayette, 53 of the 92 closings sold at the list

price or above.  In Moraga, 32 of the 49 sold at or above
asking and in Orinda it was 47 of 69.

          
In the condominium/town home category,

Lafayette had two closings.  They were priced at
$555,000 and $805,000; Moraga had 40, almost double
the 22 a year ago.  Sales prices ranged from $255,000 to
$900,000.  Moraga Country Club attached home sales
ran from $745,000 to $950,000.   Orinda had one con-
dominium sale in Orindawoods at $950,000.

          
As of Oct. 6, there were 67 pending sales in the

three communities combined, compared to 77 pending
sales per the MLS a year ago.  The asking prices for the
pending single-family detached homes range from
$430,000 to $3.295 million.  It should be noted that
there are only two “Potential Short Sales” that are cur-
rently pending and were subject to lender approval.
None of the pending sales are an REO (bank owned
property). 

Tom Stack
Mobile: (925) 878-9964
tom.stack@camoves.com
www.TomStack.com
CalBRE#01501769

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT

LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Hey Now! 
Join us on November 6th & 7th for a “Gathering of
the Tribal Knowledge,” a two night event celebrating
the Grateful  Dead’s  50th Anniversary. Each evening
will feature a panel discussion featuring long time
members of  the Grateful Dead family including
former band member Donna Jean Godchaux-
MacKay. The Golden Rose will then play two sets of
music. Silent auction items include a signed guitar
from Bob Weir, posters, concert tickets, historic and
rare photographs  and much more. 
Tickets available NOW at
www.TownHallTheatre.com

3187 Lucas Circle, Lafayette - SOLD
$1,285,000 (multiple offers)

7100 Marlborough Terrace 
Berkeley/Grizzly Peak

Represented Buyer $950,000

7217 Skyline , Oakland Hills - SOLD
$1,340,000

6051 Margarido Dr. Oakland/Rockridge
SOLD    $1,975,000

170 Stewart Circle, Pleasant Hill
Represented Buyer $785,000

54 Vista Lane, Alamo
Represented Buyer $1,657,000

The Real Estate Quarter in Review
... continued from page D10
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Digging Deep - Gardening with Cynthia Brian

Living, Growing, and Totally Spooky
By Cynthia Brian
“To the eyes of the man of imagination, nature is imagination itself.” –William Blake

The season of screams and scares is officially here!
Halloween is right around the corner, and it’s time

to embrace your inner ghoul. With only a few days left
until a haunted eve, a walk in the park or around your
personal garden will spark your spooktacular spirit as
you encounter everyday species that ignite eerie imag-
inings, yet are friendly visitors. It’s time to put out our
mystical welcome mat.

          
Children have feared spiders since the days of

learning the nursery rhyme “Little Miss Muffet.” We
may not want them living in our homes, but in the gar-
den spiders are considered beneficial bugs. There are
generally two types of spiders: the weavers and the
hunters. The big, beautiful, yet scary looking yellow and
black argiope spider (Golden orb weaver) spins a web
that catches garden predators twice her size while the
hunters, the wolf spider and the crab spider, ambush

their prey. Even their names evoke Halloween myths.
These helpful arthropods (meaning eight legs) are con-
sidered more efficient eaters than our feathered friends
eradicating aphids, spider mites, leafhoppers, army-
worms, caterpillars, beetles, thrips and other nuisances.
Don’t squish the spiders nor destroy their webs because
spiders are positive pest patrollers of our secret oasis.

          
Allium sativum is renowned for repelling vam-

pires. But the next time you witness darting dive-
bombers of the dark, hide the garlic to usher in the bats.
Contrary to common thought, these North American
“vampires” do not attack people. Mosquitoes bite peo-
ple and bats eat more than 600 mosquitoes per hour.
Their droppings are rich in nitrogen and they guard gar-
dens from invasive insects. If you have a pool, you’ll wit-
ness them skimming the water at twilight. 

          
Many people are frightened of snakes, but finding

a snake in the grass is a good omen. Most snakes are
not poisonous and the most common snakes we find
in our gardens are the garter or king snake. Rattlesnakes
are venomous and like all pit vipers have thick triangu-
lar heads, easily distinguishable from their docile, non-
poisonous relatives. Snakes eat mice, rats, and other
rodents as well as snails and slugs.  

          
Do you have lizards in your landscape? Congrat-

ulations, you are gardening organically. A healthy gar-
den boasts plenty of these small, fast moving reptiles.
Without chewing, lizards swallow moths, grubs, flies,
grasshoppers, beetles and crickets whole. When you
see a lizard with a missing tail, it’s not an ingredient in
a witches’ brew, but probably digesting in the belly of a
bird. Tails do grow back. Lizards are excellent neigh-
bors. Encourage them to stay. 

          
To attract any of these beneficial creepy crawlies

or flying friends, make sure to offer hiding places, water,
and eliminate all pesticides, herbicides and non-organic
fertilizers. Allow them admittance to your hunting
grounds as they pursue, chase, and stalk plant destroy-
ers.  

                                                    
… continued on page D14

Jack-o’-lanterns light up the landscape.   Photos Cynthia Brian

Adorn your skeletons in your garden and weave a
web on your palm tree.



925.808.8540
Lisa.Geary@pacunion.com
License #: 01885447

Lisa Geary

2 Theatre Sq, Suite 117
Orinda 925.258.0090
pacificunion.com

1475 Hampel Street, Oakland
Attractive bungalow in the Glenview neighborhood of Oakland.  

Represented the Buyer

Free Plants with Purchase

9am-5pm
7 days a week

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA    
GARDEN 
CENTER

Annual Fall Sale 
Up to 50% off 

Through October 31st

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda 
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

Site factors have significant influence on both the likelihood and consequences of tree
failure. When our ISA certified arborist from Advance Tree Service comes to perform a
free risk assessment, the site is often first evaluated for targets and consequences of
failure. Site factors that can be used to evaluate the likelihood of tree failure impacting
the target include the history of previous failures. This includes branch, trunk, root, and
soil failure. Wind and other natural winter conditions can be a high risk factor as well.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, Call your local ISA certified Arborist at Advance Tree
Service and Landscaping for all your tree needs.
Advance Tree Service 
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

SITE FACTORS
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How else can we be scared in our own backyards this Halloween? 

•        Trees can be frightening. Get up close to check out the bark of a eucalypts tree or re-
cline under a pepper tree swaying in the wind. Let your imagination run wild. Do you
see skeletons, witches, ghosts or faces of the walking dead? 

•        Investigate the babies of a spider plant or be spooked by a hanging snake plant. 
•        Admire the beautiful blooms and intoxicating fragrance of the sweetly named Angel

Trumpet but don’t be tempted to taste it.  As a member of the Nightshade family, it is
highly toxic, even deadly. Wear gloves!

•        Why is the fox by the fountain in the backyard? Or is the fox a shape shifter?
•        Are the coyotes howling at the moon or an evil eye wandering in the darkness?
•        Do you hear the hooting of the owls and the cawing of the crows? They too are hunt-

ing…and not for humans. 

          
And, finally, a gardener’s Halloween quiz. (Answers at the bottom)

a. What is a vampire’s favorite flower?    
b. What is a werewolf ’s favorite legume?   

          
Carve your pumpkins, light the jack-o’-lanterns, weave your webs, and dress up the

skeletons you have been hiding in the closet. Nature provides the imagination for your su-
pernatural trick-or-treat decor.

          
Happy Halloween to all the witches, warlords, pirates, princesses, paupers, pumpkins

and pilgrims!

A Hansel and Gretel path to the deadly Angel Trumpet Bush

Recline under a pepper tree – boo!An argiope spider weaves its web to catch its prey.

Living, Growing, and Totally Spooky ... continued from page D12
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Happy Gardening, Happy Growing!
©2015
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.  

Pirate Cynthia Brian lectures

Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Reminder
I’m sounding like a broken record, but remember to chill your bulbs for a minimum of six to 10 weeks
before planting. Keep them in the dark at 38-45 degrees Fahrenheit before putting in the ground as we
live in a warm zone and many bulbs, including tulips native to colder Holland, will not thrive. Make sure
that no fruits or vegetables are in the refrigerator, as they will emit harmful ethylene gas. In November
and December when ready to plant, make sure the soil has been properly prepared before removing your
bulbs from refrigeration. Plant promptly.
Quiz answers

A: Bleeding Hearts
B. Human Beans

Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

Pumpkin
Patch

family owned since 1933

October Sale!

25% off all Perennials, Trees and Shrubs 
Also find special pricing on...benches,

bistro sets, pottery and select garden décor.



ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

ORINDA MORAGA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

LAFAYETTE EL SOBRANTE PLEASANT HILL WALNUT CREEK

46 Cedar Terrace  Excellent
3.93 acre property located at the
end of Cedar Terrace, off of Cedar
Lane. Views and Privacy! Build a
Dream Estate!                 $699,000

43 Ivy Drive Super location near
12 yrs of top schools. Well-
maintained home. Family, living &
dining rms w/hdwd flrs, modern
kitchen, updated baths. Double
pane wndws. Grt yard, priv. &
quiet.            $950,000

12 Tara Road Unique Frank
Lloyd Wright style home with great
opportunity for additions. 2388sf
home with 3bd/2ba. Fabulous
7/10th acre. Walking distance to
town.   

$989,000

19 La Campana Rarely found on
market! Old Spanish Country Club
Hacienda on premier lot. Brick entry
crtyd. Nanny unit completes 3rd bed,
2nd bath. Views, privacy, lovely
gardens, towering oaks.

$1,395,000

8 Camino Del Diablo Stunning
Contemporary rebuilt in 2002 by
MGHG Designs. Impeccable design
& architectural finishes. Chef's
kitchen w/top of the line appliances,
Carrera marble counters, radiant flrs.

$2,100,000

1223 Rimer Drive Updated
kitchen, hardwood floors, new
landscaping, fresh paint. 5
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. Steps
from Intermediate & Elementary
schools.

$1,285,000

3 Shreve Lane  Fabulous sun
flooded 2 year old twnhm! Open flr
pln w/granite &stainless kitchen, 4
well appointed bdrms incl. gorgeous
master ste, 3.5 baths. Walk to shops,
library, restaurants &Trail.

$949,000

3160 Plymouth Road
Remodeled & expanded 3bd/2ba in
Acalanes Valley. Eat in kitchen, dining
area, formal living & fam rm.
Expansive bkyd. Walk to Springbrook
pool, Springhill Elementary &
Acalanes HS. $970,000

348 Shire Oaks Court  Burton
Valley cul-de-sac charmer. 4
bedrooms, 2 baths, 1545 square
feet., meticulously maintained &
top schools!

$1,025,000

1100 Rahara Drive   Custom
Upper Happy Valley home. 4
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood
floors, resort-like yard, lush
landscaping & beautiful views.

$2,195,000

23 Sessions Road  Gated
English Manor 12.18 acre 5bd/6ba
Estate. Grand foyer, living, family
rms + "Club" rm, deluxe kitchen,
dramatic solarium + executive
office. Gorgeous grounds w/lap
pool/lawns, views. $3,550,000

1141 Vallecito Court Treasured
Happy Valley estate custom built in
2006 w/finest craftsmanship. Chef's
kitchen, gorgeous master, ofc, fam
rm, home gym. Pool, spa, frplc &
level lawn w/views. Detached guest
house. $3,900,000

5 Burton Vista Court
Spectacular 7bd/9+ba, 8986sf
Estate w/luxury amenities in grand
oversized spaces. Premium 2.25ac
parcel w/sport court, sun-drenched
pool, pavilion w/kitchen, dressing
rms & showers. $6,595,000

5050 Hilltop Drive
NOT TO MISS! Great location. 2
bedrooms, 1 bath, 1088sf with views
of Mt. Tam. from backyard. Spacious
eat-in kitchen, hdwd flrs & lots of
storage. Probate sale, sold "as-is".

$310,000

20 Whitfield Court 
Great 2.58 acre parcel at top of
knoll w/views of Mount Diablo &
ideal privacy. Truly special setting
sites for development zoned R-10 &
R-15. Wonderful opportunity for
investment. $1,750,000

3311 Rossmoor Pkwy #4  
A rarity! Fantastic, level in (no steps)
Cascade model on golf course
w/views of hills & course from most
living spaces. Granite kitchen
w/breakfast nook, plantation shutters,
view deck. $629,000

Pending New Listing

New Listing

New Listing New Listing

New Listing PendingPending

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby

Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker

Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

L amorinda’s  L eading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Sunday Open Homes
93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on




