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SMC Master Plan Presented to Town Council
By Sophie Braccini

Saint Mary's College is an eco-
nomic heavyweight in Moraga

and in Lamorinda as a whole, so
when SMC President James Don-
ahue presented the college’s 20-
year Master Plan at the Oct. 28
Town Council meeting, everyone
listened closely.  Despite its size
and seniority – Saint Mary's existed
before there was a Town of Moraga
– SMC has to abide by the common
Moraga laws for development, and
it is in the college’s best interest to
collaborate with town staff to set a
compliant and efficient process.  

     
“We believe that the Master

Plan represents the continuation of
our efforts to achieve town-gown
relations of renewed trust, cooper-
ation and shared interest,” said
Donahue in his introduction to the
council.  He explained the motives
and purpose of the plan: to not
grow in terms of number of stu-
dents, but to improve current and
future facilities, enhance mobility
and pursue sustainability goals.
“(We envision) almost no changes
in undergraduate student enroll-
ment and only very minor increase
in graduate student enrollment,” af-
firmed the president.  Donahue also

presented the plan as a way to ad-
dress some of the community con-
cerns that were raised in recent
years in terms of traffic, noise,
lighting and campus parking. “We
feel that the town and the college
have a mutual goal:  for Saint
Mary's College to become the lead-
ing catholic university in the west-
ern United States,” he said.

     
Project leaders from MIG, a

Berkeley-based planning consult-
ant brought in by SMC to support
the planning process, presented the
plan’s first phase of main projects.

              
... continued on page A11

Judge Rules Against
Moraga Petitioners
By Sophie Braccini

Scott Bowhay for the Friends of
Semi-Rural Moraga expressed

disappointment Oct. 28 at the Su-
perior Court of Contra Costa
County ruling that invalidates the
referendum petition his group
filed.  The group of Moraga resi-
dents, who is opposing Moraga
Center Homes, a City Ventures
building project of 36 housing
units on the 2.6-acre empty lot
next to the fire station on Moraga
Way, was seeking to overturn the
rezoning of the property that the
town council had approved in
May.  Although enough signatures
were gathered to put the question
to a popular vote, the judge agreed
with the applicant and property
owner that the referendum was il-
legal.

     
“We assumed that the devel-

oper might try something, but we
thought we were on solid ground,”
said Bowhay. “When we heard
their arguments, we felt there was
good case law protecting the refer-
endum, so we were surprised by
the judge’s interpretation, and be-
cause of long standing judicial pol-
icy to err on the side of protecting
the people’s right to petition,
which the judge ignored.”

     
David Bruzzone and City Ven-

tures filed litigation on two
grounds: the voters may not adopt
a zoning designation inconsistent
with the Specific Plan, which
would happen if the voters invali-
dated the zoning ordinance; and
the referendum did not include the
full text of the ordinance, includ-
ing the environmental documents. 

     
The parcel is located on an area

regulated by the Moraga Center
Specific Plan that was adopted in
2010.  The town is required by law
to modify its zoning ordinance to
conform to general plans and spe-
cific plans; it had not yet done so
for that parcel.  The referendum
was asking to rescind the ordi-
nance that had been adopted to
conform the zoning to the Specific
Plan, a strategy that could have
stopped the City Ventures’ pro-
posed development, but would
have put the town at odds with its
legal obligation. 

     
Bowhay added that the group

was considering all of its options,
which might include an appeal of
the court’s decision, or an initiative
to deal with the problem of the
Specific Plan and possibly other
growth issues in Moraga. 

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

LAFAYETTE   PRICE UPON REQUEST

1903 Reliez Valley Road  |  5bd/4.5ba
Alan Marks  |  925.258.1111

MORAGA   $3,400,000

16 Quail Xing  |  5bd/5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives  |  925.258.1111

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Orinda Office  925.258.1111

Alain Pinel Realtors

FIND YOUR PLACE 

LAFAYETTE   $3,795,000

810 Mountain View Drive  |  4+bd/4.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives/ K. Brickman  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $255,000

Lucille Way  |  Lot
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $699,000

52 Camino Don Miguel  |  Lot
Alan Marks  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $999,000

3720 Highland Court  |  3bd/2ba
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111
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MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Veterans Day Ceremony
Wednesday, 11/11

9:00 am – Commons Park




