Wednesday, January 27, 2016

Alex Meckes' origami sculptures fill up the family dining room table.

Repeatedly folding  small
squares of paper hour after
hour may not sound like a good time
for most pre-teens. But for 12-year-
old Alex Meckes, it is a great way to
spend an afternoon.

A recent Neilsen study reported
that middle school boys spend an
average of 6.3 hours per week play-
ing video games. While that may, in-
deed, be the case, it is doubtful that
Meckes spends anywhere near that
amount of time. Although he admits
to liking video games, the Orinda In-
termediate School seventh-grader
doesn’t have that many hours to
spend in front of the computer; he is
way too busy practicing his origami
skills. And considering that his sec-
ond Orinda Library origami exhibit
closed at the end of December, his
skills are obviously excellent.

Always an avid reader,
Meckes made regular trips to
local libraries. He remembered as
a second grader walking around
the Wagner Ranch School Li-
brary. “I was getting bored with
the books I’d been reading. I
wanted something different. [ saw
a book on origami and thought,
‘cool, I’m going to take this home
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single flat sheet of paper into a fin-
ished sculpture using only folding
and sculpting techniques. Meckes
found that not only did he really
like this art form, he was really
good at it. His mom, Wendy
Meckes, described her son as “al-
ways being very focused. He’s like
a builder and once he finds some-
thing that captures his interest, he
sticks with it.”

“I started out making very sim-
ple origami objects and then this
happened,” Meckes exclaimed as he
pointed to a dining room table cov-
ered in a myriad of geometrical
shapes in varying sizes and colors,
or, as he called them, platonic
solids. According to the precocious
Meckes, “geometers have studied
the mathematical beauty and sym-
metry of the platonic solids for
thousands of years.”

In addition to platonic solids,
Meckes’” makes tessellations (also
called tilings) — shapes that are
arranged side by side to produce a
pattern with no gaps in between. An
origami tessellation is made from
one piece of paper that is folded
over and over until it has a tessel-
lated pattern. When Meckes begins
folding his small sheet of paper, he
typically has only a vague idea of
what the finished pattern may look
like. ... continued on page B2
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and try it,”” he said.
Origami is the art of paper
folding. Its goal is to transform a
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One of Alex Meckes' tessellations placed on a light board, showing all the
different shapes and patterns that come from the art of origami.
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One Orinda Student’s Passion for Paper

By Diane Claytor
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LAMORINDA

Crab Feed & Dance

Saturday, February 6, 6:00 — 11:00 p.m.
Bring your appetites & dancing shoes.
Music provided by popular D).

Dinner & Dance $50
Cocktail Hour ~ 6:00 - 2:00 pm, Dinner ~ 7:00 - 8:30 pm.
New & Exciting This Year: Silent Auction!
For tickets & reservations
call (925) 672-6799.

Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School Street, Moraga.

For non-crab lovers:
Chicken available by special
advance order request.
Dinner tickets MUST be
purchased in advance.

No admission to dinner without a ticket!
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One stop. Two thoughtful gifts.
Pamper someone special with a 5-piece Whish gift

with purchase (°26 value) after buying *100 in gift cards.
Give a truly feel-good gift this Valentine's Day.
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Whatever the reason, we'll help your loved one manage Lamorinda
. . . . 558 Center St.
the side effects of this wonderful thing we call living. Vi
Take the opportunity this Valentine’s Day to show them ©925) 3§6l3689
how much you care. MassageEnvy.com
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equired. Cannot be bined with other offers. Rates
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AF -
o






