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Fundamental Shift Heralded at Moraga
Business Symposium

By Sophie Braccini

From left: EIIen Clark, Ron Mucovich, Jay Kerner and Prof. Kris Chase

ince the 1960s there has been a
lack of integration and vision in
Moraga's two shopping centers, but
that may all soon change. At the Jan.
19 business symposium at Saint

Mary’s College, organized by the
Moraga Chamber of Commerce,
planning director Ellen Clark spoke
about an approach to planning that
stresses results over regulations and

Photo Andy Scheck
embraces such concepts as creating
human-scale spaces, optimizing con-
nectivity, and encouraging pedes-
trian access.

... continued on page A1l

Funds for Elevator Sought

Mayor Mike Metcalf made a
strong argument for going after money
while it is available. “It would be ut-
terly stupid not to take advantage of an
opportunity to get a good chunk of the

money to put an elevator there,” said
the mayor, noting that he had no idea
where the rest of the money would
come from, but that ways could be
found to get the missing $400,000. “If

... continued from page A4

Moraga does not take advantage of
this, it's silly,” he added.

The council unanimously ap-
proved the decision to submit an ap-
plication for the CDBG grant.

2016 Moraga Town Goals

Cameras and Rheem in, dog park out

By Sophie Braccini

Two community-proposed
items rose to the top of the list
of 2016 goals for the town of Mor-
aga during the Jan. 21 council meet-
ing: support the Rheem Theatre and
implement a surveillance camera
system in town.

Residents were invited to sug-
gest their own priorities in prepara-
tion of the adoption of the 2016
goals, and the public engagement led
to a lively debate. Items such as re-
visiting the dog park issue, or limit-
ing development did not make the
final list.

The meeting started with coun-
cilmembers disagreeing on the
mayor's first goal to complete a com-
munity preference survey and de-
velop a revenue measure for the
2016 ballot. Councilmember Teresa
Onoda said the two elements were
quite different and her colleagues
agreed that surveying the residents
was key and would lead to a decision
of whether the town needed to look
into new revenue sources.

Other ongoing or recurrent
town goals such as maintaining
sound financial practices, develop-
ing a funding strategy for the town's
assets and infrastructure, develop-
ing plans for the Hacienda de las
Flores, reopening discussions with

the school district for new and
shared community recreation facil-
ities, completing the update of the
hillside and ridgeline regulations,
completing the Moraga Center Spe-
cific Plan zoning project were
adopted with not much squabble.

William Carman, the chair of the
Parks and Recreation Commission,
defended the goal of improving in-
terconnectedness and public aware-
ness of Moraga's trail system.

Resident Richard Harris asked
that adding sidewalks to pedestrian
school routes be added to the goals.
Planning Director Ellen Clark sum-
marized the different studies such as
the Livable Moraga Road Project
and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
updates that are underway and
should lead to grant seeking and
sidewalk improvements in 2016.

At the Jan. 13 town council
meeting, residents Christine Beck-
with and Chuck Pruitt spoke pas-
sionately about safety cameras in
town. Beckwith had witnessed bur-
glars stealing mail from her neigh-
bor's house, and got their car's
license plate. She alerted the police
and since then has been spearhead-
ing a local campaign to give the po-
lice the tools to keep residents safe.

... continued on page A1l
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Real Estate...Simplified!

471 Millﬁeld Place, Moraga

319 Pheasant Run, Blackhawk

701 Glen Rd, Danville

3435 Little Ln, Lafayette

Gorgeous, updated traditional home has 4 bdr.
and 4 full baths, plus an office and hardwood
floors, within its 3691sf (per appraiser). Located
near top-rated Moraga schools, it sits one .28 acre
lot with ample outdoor living spaces, including
lawn areas and a pool. Offered at $1,650,000.
Please call Ruth Eddy at 925.788.5449 for

CalBRE#01313819 more information.

Iconic contemporary home with bold
architectural lines and 5,800 sf of dramatic

living space. 4 BR/7BA, 2 offices, media room,

& 4 car finished garage. Pebble sheen pool,

gardens, & orchid greenhouse. Picturesque

setting overlooking the Blackhawk Falls golf
course. Offered at $2,750,000 by

Larry Jacobs and Kress Hauri.
CalBRE#01465617/#01495118

Not yet on MLS! Danville Westside home backs to
Iron Horse Trail and is just a short walk to the Del
Amigo swim club. Bring your imagination and
customize this home to your taste- not someone
else’s vision. Flat level yard. 4 Bdr,, 2.5 baths, hwd
floors, large family room and a sun room with a
spa too! Call Jim Colhoun at 925 200-2795 for

more information and pricing details.
CalBRE#01029160

Lafayette cul de sac home avallable in

CalBRE#01029160

early February. 4BR/3BA with

swimming pool. Walk to K-8 schools &
Lafayette Trail.

Offered at $1,350,000.

Call Jim Colhoun at 925.200.2795 for

more information.

2121 Donald Dr #5, Moraga

2BR/1.5BA townhome across from
the Moraga Hacienda Park. Trust sale
and sold as is!
Offered at $399,000.
Call Jim Colhoun at 925.200.2795 for
an early preview and additional
information!

CalBRE#01029160

1034 Ramona Ave, Albany

This tastefully updated 2 bedroom and 1
bathroom bungalow offers many
opportunities; as a perfect starter home to a
long-term investment, expanding when you
need to. A great space for entertaining,
gardening and playing. Offered at $799,000
by Janine Hunt, 510.409.6266

CalBRE#01909766

TIP OF THE WEEK

For the first time in nearly a decade, the Federal
Reserve raised its benchmark lending rate last month,
bringing to an end an extraordinary era of interest rates
at nearly zero. Fed officials emphasized that they
intended to raise rates gradually, and only if economic
growth continues. Interest rates on mortgages are likely
to remain low for years to come, making this a great
time to buy and sell real estate!
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Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area;
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.

Adam Hémalian
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