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The recent rains are the bane of Friends of Orinda
Creeks’ (FOC) efforts to re-enable native rainbow
trout ingress into Upper San Pablo Creek. They say

that is because the East Bay Municipal Utility District structure
known as SP201 has stood in the way of the native rainbow
trout’s ability to swim upstream from San Pablo Dam Reservoir

to spawn in their native creek for as many as 20 years.

     
“I would say that the existence of trout has been gone

for about 10 years, probably 20 years,” said Reginald Bar-
rett, a professor emeritus of wildlife management at UC
Berkeley, who lives in Orinda. He now spends time doing
as much for the creeks as possible. “We’ve been trying to

change that trend for more than 10 years.”

      
He laughs often at comments that he makes. “It takes having

a sense of humor to be doing it as long as we have,” he said, re-
ferring to appealing to the governmental organizations that pro-
vide municipal services to the area. 

                                                             
... continued on page A6

SP201 – Call It a Dam
A technical term for an environmental barrier
By Chris Lavin

Brian Waters, foreground, and Reginald Barrett of Friends of Orinda Creeks look at debris at what is known as SP201, an East Bay Municipal Utility District "drop structure," or dam, that gets
clogged and has prevented native rainbow trout from migrating upstream. Photo Chris Lavin
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5 Owl Hill Ct. Orinda
$3,295,000

56 Bates Blvd, Orinda
$1,389,000 

25 Longridge Rd, Orinda
$789,999
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Sunday, January 31, 2016

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Veterans Memorial Building

3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette 

FREE to the public! 

www.HomeExpoEvents.com

Lamorinda Frustrations Mount Due to Bus Driver Shortage
By Sophie Braccini

Abooming economy can have negative un-
intended consequences, such as the

mounting difficulty to find bus drivers. The
Lamorinda School Bus Program (LSBP) con-
tracts with the largest company, First Student,
which is not immune to the phenomenon. Dur-
ing the month of December, out of an esti-
mated 1,320 runs that month, 25 runs were
missed in Lamorinda due to lack of drivers.  

     
“As a working parent and someone who

depends on the bus to take my son to school
every morning, it was very stressful trying to
figure out how he was getting to school this
morning with such late notice.  I was already
on my way to work,” wrote a parent about a
December incident on route 23 that goes to
Stanley Middle School. That parent received
a text message sent at 6:05 a.m. by Juliet

Hansen, LSBP program manager, who com-
municates that way with parents and schools
every time something affects a route.

      
One parent yelled at a bus driver for being

late, which led to this new driver resigning his
position.  In a letter to parents, Hansen asked
parents not to take out their frustration on driv-
ers.  “This person (the parent) was probably hav-
ing a bad day and he apologized,” said Hansen. 

     
She says that LSBP has been using the text

messaging system more than ever before to
notify parents of changes in service, often very
early in the morning. “However, even with no-
tification, canceled or combined routes create
a huge disruption to families who rely on the
school bus for transportation. 

                               
... continued on page A12



Arare opportunity for Lafayette
presented itself when the owner

of the vintage  apartment building and
adjacent large parking lot directly be-

hind the Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center on Golden Gate Way indi-
cated he would be willing to consider
negotiating the sale of both properties.

      
In the city’s 2012 Downtown

Specific Plan, one of the many item-
ized goals was for the creation of a
central Library Park to complement
the library, due to its proximity to
schools and residences.  At a recent
city council meeting, lawmakers ex-
pressed interest in a park at that loca-
tion, but acknowledged a concern for
potentially displaced residences and
businesses, as well as the cost. 

      
After a brief discussion, all agreed

that it was worth proceeding to split
the price of an appraisal for the
roughly one and a half acre parcel
with the seller, John Protopappas,
president and CEO of Madison Park

Financial Corp., a real estate firm
based in Oakland.  Up to $5,000 was
authorized to be spent on the city’s
share of the appraisal, to get an accu-
rate assessment of the property’s
value.  Staff estimates the value of the
property to be between $6-10 million.

      
“When that information is deter-

mined, we can either walk away or
negotiate the purchase,” said City
Manager Steven Falk.  He made it
clear to the seller that the city does not
have that kind of money, and con-
veyed that it could take up to 18
months to get financing or grant fund-
ing together.  Falk emphasized the im-
portance of pursuing this opportunity
as a city park, because the likely al-
ternative if another party purchased
the land would be multi-family hous-
ing.    

      
Also to be determined is finding

a replacement location for some of the
city’s required potential affordable
housing units that are counted on the
property, and are part of the state-
mandated Housing Element.

      
“This may be a one-time oppor-

tunity,” said Council Member Brandt
Andersson, noting the channelized
creek on the southern edge of the
property could make it a “perfect
jump start” if the city was going to ad-
dress creek restoration.

      
Council Member Don Tatzin was

supportive of proceeding, but was un-
sure of the city’s obligations. The
apartment complex, called the “Lin-
coln Building,” currently houses a
mix of 47 residential and business
units.
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DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918 License # 01482454

This newly renovated & expanded 5BR + office/3.5BA, 4,574± sq. ft. Happy Valley estate offers a rare combination of views, terraced 
level land & privacy. Highlights include indoor/outdoor living, a flexible floorplan & amazing proximity to top schools, BART & 

commute routes. The fully-landscaped & gated 1.24± acre parcel has a pool, level lawn, play area, vintage grass tennis court & 3-stall barn.  
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Lafayette’s Best
Realtor

License # 01866771

City Council
Monday, Feb. 8, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Feb. 1, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Feb. 8, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Alarms 54
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)23
Noise Complaints 5
Traffic Stops 79
Suspicious Circumstances 11 
Suspicious Subjects 27
Suspicious Vehicles 16
Abandoned Vehicle
      3400 block Sweet Dr
      La Playa Dr/Diablo View Rd
      El Nido Ranch/Acalanes Rds
      Mt Diablo Blvd/Acalanes Rd
Animal Control
      4000 block Happy Valley
Burglary, Auto
      3200 block Marlene Dr (2)
      3400 block Lana Ln
      3300 block Dyer Dr
      1000 block Walnut Dr
      3700 block Mt Diablo Blvd (3)
      900 block S Thompson Rd
      3400 block Munroe Ave
      3200 block Palomeres St
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Olympic Blvd
      700 block Tanglewood Dr
      Lafayette Park Hotel (2)
Burglary, Commercial
      Jackson’s Wines & Spirits 
      3200 block Mt Diablo Ct (2)
Burglary, Miscellaneous
      20 block Toledo Ct
Burglary, Residential
      3500 Moraga Blvd
Civil Problem
      1200 block Warner Ct
      1300 block Summit Rd
DUI
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Green Valley Dr
Dispute
      Chevron 
      900 block Paulson Ct
Fireworks
      Walnut St/Chestnut St
Found Adult
      10 block Silver Leaf Ct
Missing Adult
      900 block Janet Ln
Fraud, Credit
      1000 block Timothy Ln
Harassment
      1000 block Brown Ave
      1000 block Aileen 
      700 block Arroyo Ct (by phone) 
Hit & Run
      1000 block 2nd St
      Lafayette Park Hotel 
      Ace Hardware (3)
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd (2)
      Acalanes High School 
      3700 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      Whole Foods
      Mt Diablo Blvd/1st St
Indecent Exposure
      Safeway
Police/Fire/EMS Response
      Moraga Rd/Sky Hy Dr
      3300 block La Caminita
Public Nuisance
      Dawkins Dr/Helen Ln
      600 block Huntleigh Dr
      Rosedale Ave/St Mary’s Rd
      Black Hawk Rd/Springhill Rd
      3300 block Springhill Rd
      1300 block Martino Rd
       Silver Springs Rd/Moraga Rd (2)
      3400 block Munroe Ave

      3800 block Happy Valley Rd
      1200 block Panorama Dr
      Little Ln/Foye Dr
      3200 block La Canada Rd
      Mariposa Rd/Upland Dr 
      600 block Glenside Dr
      3300 Las Huertas Rd
      1400 block Reliez Valley Rd
      700 block Glenside Circle 
      600 block Murray Ln
      3200 block Los Palos Cir
      3300 block Walnut Ln
      3300 block Sweet Dr
      800 block Solana Dr (2)
      1100 block Garden Ln
      Oliver Ct/Moraga Rd
Promiscuous Shooting
      Glen Rd/N Thompson  Rd
      Dolores Dr/Monson Ln
Reckless Driving
      Hawthorn Dr/Moraga Blvd
      St Mary’s Rd/Campo Dr
      Oconnor Dr/Moraga Rd
      St Mary’s/Moraga Rds
      Mt Diablo Blvd/Moraga Rd
      Reliez Station/Glenside Rds
      Brook St/Moraga Rd
Shoplifting
      Safeway (2)
Theft, Petty
      3800 block Happy Valley Rd
      1700 block Reliez Valley Rd
      1100 block Oak Hill Rd
      10 block Roxanne Ln
      4100 block Happy Valley Rd
      1200 block Quandt Ct
      900 block Acalanes Rd (from vehicle)
      Deer Hill/Orchard 
      3600 block Baker Ln
      1000 block Orchard Rd (2)
      3300 block Springhill Rd (2)
      3600 Baker Ln
      Deer Hill/Oak Hill Rds
Theft, ID
      600 block Huntleigh Dr
      1000 block Hoedel Ct
      1100 block Vacation Dr
      3800 block Los Arabis Dr
      1100 block Oak Hill Rd
      3900 block Happy Valley Rd
      Reported to police 
      1100 block Upper Happy Valley Rd
      1100 block Oak Hill Rd 
      900 block Pleasant Hill Rd
      3600 block Chestnut St
      1200 block Redwood Ln
      3300 block N Lucille (2) 
Theft, Grand
      3700 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Theft, Vehicle
      3300 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      Sundale Rd/Village Center
Threats
      Acalanes High School 
Unwanted Guest
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      900 block S Thompson Rd
      Safeway
Vandalism
      3100 block Lucas Dr
      N Lucile Ln/Florence Dr
      3200 block Mt Diablo Ct
      1200 block Sunset Lp
      100 block Iverson Dr
      3300 block Springhill Rd

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Jan 3-16 

Pamela Halloran
Real Estate Broker

Dare to 
DREAM

It starts with dreaming...
Where to go from here?  

How to make that happen?

Call Pamela and start turning 
your dreams into reality!

925.323.4100

pacificunion.com

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com | PamelaHalloran.com | License #: 00936191

Listing and Selling 
for over 25 years!

Photo by Megan Allen

Should the City Pursue a Downtown Park?
By Cathy Tyson

Property on Golden Gate Way under consideration Photos C. Tyson

Lennar Project Jumps DRC Hurdle
Still needs Planning Commission okay
By Cathy Tyson 

Acknowledging that construc-
tive comments at past meet-

ings called for more than cosmetic
changes, architect Chek Tang of
Studio T-Square recently pre-
sented to the Design Review
Commission the significantly re-
vised 66-unit mixed-use project

on a two-acre parcel at the corner
of Dolores Drive and Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, the site of now-closed
Celia’s restaurant.  The new and
improved plans feature interior
courtyards, better landscaping and
changing the building layout to di-
minish the scale of the project.

      
This will be a predominately

market rate project, however, as
10 of the 66 for-sale condomini-
ums will be sold at affordable
prices to moderate- or low-in-
come households. 

              
...continued on page A9
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www.Orinda.com925 254-3030

L a f a y e t t e  •  M o r a g a  •  O r i n d a

26 Berkeley Avenue, Orinda  offers 4 Br, 3 Ba in 2261 sqft of living 
space on a .21 acre view lot.  Open floorplan, large living room with 
open beamed ceiling.  Tons of potential!
Offered at $895,000                              www.26BerkeleyAve.com

2626 BBererkek lel yy AvA enenueue OrO ini dad offfef rs 44 BBr 33 BBa ini 22262611 sqftft off liliviing

1907 Newell Avenue, Walnut Creek is a charming updated 
“Pottery Barn” cottage with 3 Br and 2 Ba on a .16 acre flat lot.  

Lovely back yard!  Open Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 4pm. 
Offered at $795,000                             www.1907NewellAve.com

    Affordable Living!
2016 Citizen of the Year
Nominations Requested
Do you have a person in mind for the City of Lafayette to honor as 2016
Citizen of the Year? 
Criteria are as follows: 
      • Must NOT be a current elected or paid member of any city council,

school board or commission;
      • Must be a current Lafayette resident; 
      • Must be someone who has given of their time, money or energy to help

make Lafayette a healthy community, where people will want to live,
work and shop; 

      • Must be someone who models excellence in everything they do; 
      • Must be someone who brings this community together and/or makes

us proud to be a member of the community. 

      A celebration dinner will be held on Friday, March 18 at the Lafayette
Park Hotel and Spa to honor the winner. The deadline for submitting nomi-
nations is Friday, Feb. 12. The 2016 Lafayette Citizen of the Year Award is
co-sponsored by the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce and Lamorinda
Weekly. Please email your nomination to Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Jay Lifson at jay@lafayettechamber.org or send your no-
miation to the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, attention Lafayette Citizen
of Year nomination, 100 Lafayette Circle, Suite103, Lafayette, CA 94549.
– C. Tyson

Bond Feasibility Study
Results Presented
By Cathy Tyson 

Lafayette School Board members
got a resounding “yes” when

consultants at a Jan. 13 meeting held
at Stanley Middle School presented
the results of a bond feasibility survey
to see if there was potential voter sup-
port to maintain the quality of educa-
tion in local public schools.  

      
A telephone survey reached out to

400 random Lafayette households of
residents who would likely vote in ei-
ther the June or November elections.
The very first question asked by con-
sultant True North Research deter-
mined how the issues stacked up in
voters’ minds, with 90 percent of re-
spondents agreeing that maintaining
the quality of education in local public
schools was either extremely impor-
tant or very important.

      
The Lafayette School District has

a two-fold problem:  The average age
of schools is 62 years old, with asso-
ciated serious infrastructure issues re-
lated to buildings that age – plumbing,
roofs, electrical – and there is a need
to accommodate a growing number
of students.

      
With no matching money avail-

able from the state due to significant
budget cutbacks that started in 2008,
the Lafayette School District is grap-
pling with “a place where time has
stood still,” said architect and consult-
ant Dara Youngdale when presenting
facilities assessment findings in Oc-
tober. 

      
Tim McLarney of True North Re-

search explained at the Jan. 13 school
board meeting that there was “robust
support” for a $64 million general ob-
ligation bond measure with independ-
ent citizen oversight that would
provide modern, safe classrooms and
facilities at elementary and middle
schools, and no money for adminis-
trative salaries.      

      
Potential voters were also asked

about their comfort level with a tax
threshold of amounts ranging from
$30 to $21 dollars per $100,000 of as-
sessed value that would cost the aver-
age homeowner in Lafayette $194 per
year.  At each of four price levels sup-

port remained similar, ranging from
63 to 66 percent of likely voters who
would vote definitely yes or probably
yes.

      
When respondents were asked

how they would choose to spend the
bond proceeds, almost three-quarters
said they preferred to renovate and
upgrade existing schools.  Only 15
percent were in favor of reoccupying
and renovating the White Pony
School that is currently being used by
The Meher Schools.

      
While the consultant’s survey

demonstrated voters’ understanding
that maintaining the quality of educa-
tion is the most important issue facing
the community, it will be up to the
school board to decide if and when to
place a bond measure on the ballot.

      
The November 2016 ballot will

likely be long and may have other tax
measures from the Contra Costa
Transit Authority and the City of
Lafayette for a bump in the rate of
sales tax.  This can “definitely create
a headwind,” said District Superinten-
dent Rachel Zinn.  

      
Further public discussions are

slated to address Bond Capacity and
how to balance multiple objectives:
assessment of facility needs and
wants, assessment of voter support,
and development of a prudent financ-
ing plan.  

      
“We’re encouraged by the very

positive survey results,” said Zinn, but
she cautioned that even with voter
support of a $64-$70 million bond
measure, all the district facilities were
evaluated in 2015 and $130 million
worth of repairs and renovations were
needed for the district’s four elemen-
tary schools and one middle school.
With California ranking 46 out of 50
in per-student state spending, accord-
ing to Ed Source on Jan. 7, 2015, the
$64 million question becomes
whether voters will be willing to tax
themselves, and if so, what the prior-
ities will be to keep students, safe, dry
and warm, while accommodating an
increasing number of pupils.

Will City Ask for Increased Sales Tax?
      The Sales Tax Subcommittee presented its findings, which determined
the amount of available funds as compared to the estimated cost for a variety
of potential projects, to the Lafayette City Council at its Jan. 11 meeting.
Recent Community Conversations gathered information on a variety of city
priorities and residents’ willingness to pay for those items – preserving open
space and crime surveillance topped both of those lists.  
      At issue is a new additional sales tax that could generate revenue for the
next 10 years: a one-cent tax level would generate $30 million, and a half-
cent would garner $15 million.  City council members unanimously agreed
to have the Sales Tax Subcommittee investigate further.  Council Member
Traci Reilly suggested narrowing down the focus of priorities in order to set
realistic expectations.  Everyone agreed with Mayor Mark Mitchell who
was “willing to go to the next step” to clearly define parameters.  The issue
will be heard again at the Feb. 22 council meeting.  – C. Tyson.

Living Alone?
Do you have a friend or loved one who would appreciate

a daily reassurance phone call with a friendly hello?
�������������������	�����
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925-934-0901  

TELECARE
...a free community service
provided by trained volunteers

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Orinda Hilltop Estate
60 Donald Drive, Orinda

Enjoy a taste of Lamorinda history! This
exceptional home, originally built & lived in by
Donald L. Rheem, is a stately private oasis with
unparalleled panoramic views. The 5,627+/-sf
floorplan exudes warmth & stylish living with
walls of floor to ceiling windows throughout.
This custom one-level home has 4 bedrooms &
4.5 baths. It also enjoys an attached In-law/Teen
suite & a detached bonus room. Situated on a
phenomenal 2.39+/- acre lot, 60 Donald Drive
capitalizes on a tremendously picturesque &
idyllic setting that is ideal for indoor/outdoor
entertaining with outdoor kitchen, fireplace &
flat yard.
60DonaldDrive.com $3,200,000
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, Feb. 1, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Feb. 8, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Town Council
Wednesday, Jan. 27, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Slight DUI 1/16/16  Busted tail
lights got cops’ attention on Mor-
aga Road at 11:30 p.m.  The 24-
year-old female driver of an Audi
didn’t respond until multiple sirens
were activated – kind of a tip off.
Surprisingly the driver smelled of
alcoholic beverages, and according
to her first blood alcohol test, she
was barely drunk with a reading of
0.10, but upon a subsequent test at
the Moraga Police Department she
had a 0.08 reading – which is the
legal limit.  She was issued a cita-
tion and released to a sober adult. 

Drunk fighting 1/17/16  There was
fighting in the street at almost 1
a.m. near the police department on
Rheem Boulevard.  Cops deter-
mined that a female subject who
had just been released after being
arrested for DUI was being “unco-
operative” and had walked away
from her sober caretaker.  The sub-
ject was located and still had an
odor of alcoholic beverages on her
person and police surmised that
based on her behavior, she was un-
able to care for herself.  “After trying
to reason with the subject and get her
to return home, she said, ‘Then take
me to jail, I’m not going back to my
mother’s house,’” noted the police
report.  No other sober adult could be
found at that hour, so she was ar-
rested for public intoxication and
taken to the Martinez jail.  Just can’t
make this stuff up.

Loud party 1/13/16  The loud party
reported to be occurring in a residen-
tial apartment complex at 11:30 p.m.
was actually six college-aged people
engaged in loud conversation inside
an apartment.  Cops wisely con-
cluded this gathering did not consti-
tute an actual loud party as defined
by the Moraga Municipal Code.  The
resident was advised to keep it down.

Bad behavior 1/14/16  A noise com-
plaint reported that a number of sub-
jects were screaming and jumping in
front of cars at 1 a.m. in front of a
local convenience store.  Two sub-
jects were arrested for being drunk in
public, using a fake ID to purchase
alcohol, as well as being minors in
possession of alcohol, and a proba-
tion violation.  Genius.

Kid locked in gym 1/14/16  The fire
department responded to a call about
a student locked in an interior room

of the Campolindo High School
gymnasium, and let him out.  The
basketball coach arrived at 5:45 a.m.
to find the main gym locked, but dis-
covered the door to the team room
had a damaged handle.  A student
had left basketball practice early and
when he went to retrieve his back-
pack, became locked in the team
room.  Text messages from the stu-
dent were not picked up in his at-
tempt to seek help.

Burglary 1/14/16  When Camino
Peral residents returned home in the
middle of the afternoon, they found
items strewn about the place and
bedroom dresser drawers open.  At
the moment, it’s a mystery if any-
thing is missing – but clearly bad
guys were on the hunt.  The incident
is currently under investigation.

In addition, the following crimes
occurring in Moraga between
Jan. 11-19:
Car Paint Damage – Ascot Drive
Possibly Lost Wedding Ring and
Watch – Larch Avenue
Identity Theft – Moraga Road
False Alarm – Wakefield Drive,
Claudia Court, Camino Pablo
Walking While Drunk – Augusta
Drive
Attempted Drowning Due to
PTSD – local creek
Traffic Accident – Moraga Road
Semi-loud Party – Ascot Drive 
Dogs in Cool Car – Moraga Road
Identity Theft – Birchwood Drive

Moraga Police 
Department

Hard to Choose an Image for Moraga
Pear or no pear – that is the question
By Sophie Braccini 

Council Seeks Funds for an Elevator at the Hacienda
By Sophie Braccini

While renovation and devel-
opment plans for the Ha-

cienda de las Flores have not been
finalized, and the upper floors of the
Hacienda are underused, the Moraga
Town Council asked staff during its
Jan. 13 meeting to pursue a grant that
would provide partial funding for the
installation of an elevator at the facil-
ity.  Staff identified a grant opportu-
nity through the Contra Costa County
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program. Moraga
could get $96,000 from that fund,
which would cover a little less than
one-fifth of the half million dollars
needed for the project.   

     
Former mayor Graig Crossley,

who uses a wheelchair, spoke at the
meeting, saying,  “I am interested
in accessibility at the Hacienda.
Location and money have been key
issues.” But Crossley asked if the

town was not moving ahead of it-
self, adding “I’m not making the
assumption that Gould Evans (the
architect in charge of designing the
renovation of the Hacienda) is
going to go through (with the com-
pletion of their plans), so the access
to the second level should be pur-
sued.” Crossley added that he
wanted to know how those upper

levels would be used. 

      
The council members also ques-

tioned the timing, and councilmem-
ber Teresa Onoda, asked if the
architect had weighed in on where
the elevator should be located.  Gould
Evans is scheduled to present its plan
to renovate and develop the Hacienda
in the coming months.  Jay Ingram,
the parks and recreation director who

was presenting the project, assured
Onoda that the two possible locations
for the new elevator made sense for
them.

      
Onoda also questioned the

town’s use of the upper floors at this
time. “The upper levels are not ready
for prime time,” she said. “It would
cost a lot to have classes up there.” 

                 
... continued on next page

Taking public surveys and hav-
ing multiple meetings that go

on for hours about the colors and
symbols on new town wayfinding
signs could seem frivolous to a mis-
informed outsider.  But the matter is
not trivial.  As the passionate contro-
versy over the new electronic town
marquee showed a few months ago,
Moragans are demanding when it
comes to signs – and for good reason.
Formal or whimsical, low- or high-
tech, subdued or flashy, public signs
say a lot about how a town sees itself.  

      
Last year the town received a

$50,000 Transportation Development
Act grant for a comprehensive update
of its Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan.
The project includes the creation of a
wayfinding directional signage pro-
gram for cars, pedestrians and cy-
clists.  Town staff has been working
with consulting firm Studio L’Image,
which created the San Leandro
wayfinding plan; together they pro-
posed four design options that have
been created to differentiate Moraga
from its neighboring cities and to re-
flect the character of the town.  

      
The four members of the Design

Review Board met on Jan. 11 to de-
cide whether there should be a pear or
no pear on the signs, and a blue or a
green sky over a silhouette of hills.
As a historical symbol of the town of
Moraga the pear has merits, according
to Helder and board member John
Glover.  The other two members, Ra-
mona Escano-Thompson and Chris
Crews, were less enthusiastic.  The
blue sky also garnered no real consen-
sus for or against. 

      
Glover was less concerned about

the color palette than the number of
future signs planned, “so Moraga
does not start looking like Las Vegas,”
he said. What was important to
Glover was that the number of signs
be limited to what was needed for di-
rection and safety. The consultant said
a preliminary study showed that about
18 vehicular signs, five pedestrian
signs, and 20 bike signs would be in-
cluded.

      
The four sign options were pro-

posed to the public through an online
survey.  Option one is all green with a
white pear outline in the top left cor-
ner, option two is the same as option
one with no pear; option three adds a

blue sky with a pear, and option four
has a blue sky with no pear.  Of the
123 votes submitted in the online sur-
vey, nearly half were for option four.
None of the other three options re-
ceived more than 20 percent of the
vote.

      
The four options were also pre-

sented to the citizens committee that
meets to discuss the pedestrian and bi-
cycle plan.  Their comment was that
the blue sky could distract passers-by
from the main objective of the sign,
which is to inform about direction, so

that would eliminate options three and
four.

      
Escano-Thompson suggested

creating temporary mockups of the
different versions so people could get
a better feel for what these signs
would look like.  The consultant
agreed that paper mockups could be
made.

      
The town council will have a

chance to weigh in on the proposed
signage within a few weeks.  Studio
L'Image will then finalize the plan, in-
cluding positioning and material used.  

      
Moraga Planning Director Ellen

Clark noted that the four gateway
signs that signal the entrance to Mor-
aga on Canyon Road, Moraga Way,
St. Mary's Road and Moraga Road
are going to be redone thanks to a do-
nation from the Moraga Movers.  

      
The financing of the new

wayfinding plan was not discussed.
The grant only funds the study.

Moraga Movers Gives $40,000 to the
Town and Local Groups
The largest dues-paying organization in Moraga, the Moraga Movers, gave
the town of Moraga $10,000 to build four gateway signs at the entrance of
the town.  Philip Arth, president of the Moraga movers, indicated at the Jan.
13 council meeting that in 2015 the seniors group found itself with a
$40,000 surplus and decided to donate half of that money in 2015, and the
remainder in 2016. Other Movers’ beneficiaries are the Saint Mary’s Schol-
arship Program, the Saint Mary’s High Potential Scholarship Program, and
Lamorinda Adult Respite Care. “The feeling was that they (the gateway
signs) are worn, they are too low to the ground, they are dated, and some
are obstructed by vegetation,” said Arth, when explaining why the group
decided to give money to the town.

Four wayfinding sign options Image provided 
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4

Just Listed in Moraga!

Bernie & Ryerson Team 

925.200.2222 or 925.878.9685 
gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken@ryersonrealty.com 

License #: 00686144 | 01418309

109 Cypress Point Way, Moraga
• Beautiful single level townhouse located in Moraga Country Club

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, filled with an abundance of natural light

• Inviting living room with fireplace

• Hardwood floors

• Spacious and seclude side and back yard provide a wonderful entertaining space

• Two-car garage with plenty of storage

• Conveniently located close to MCC club house, pool, tennis courts and golf 

• Access to top-rated Moraga Schools

• Close to public transportation and BART

O�ered at $799,000 | Call us for more details!

License # 01866771
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MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Mother/Daughter Tea
Saturday, February 6

Sign-up Today – Space is Limited!

Funds for Elevator Sought ... continued from page A4

      
Mayor Mike Metcalf made a

strong argument for going after money
while it is available.   “It would be ut-
terly stupid not to take advantage of an
opportunity to get a good chunk of the

money to put an elevator there,” said
the mayor, noting that he had no idea
where the rest of the money would
come from, but that ways could be
found to get the missing $400,000. “If

Moraga does not take advantage of
this, it's silly,” he added.  

      
The council unanimously ap-

proved the decision to submit an ap-
plication for the CDBG grant.

Fundamental Shift Heralded at Moraga
Business Symposium
By Sophie Braccini

From left: Ellen Clark, Ron Mucovich, Jay Kerner and Prof. Kris Chase Photo Andy Scheck

Since the 1960s there has been a
lack of integration and vision in

Moraga's two shopping centers, but
that may all soon change.  At the Jan.
19 business symposium at Saint

Mary’s College, organized by the
Moraga Chamber of Commerce,
planning director Ellen Clark spoke
about an approach to planning that
stresses results over regulations and

embraces such concepts as creating
human-scale spaces, optimizing con-
nectivity, and encouraging pedes-
trian access.  

                 
... continued on page A11

2016 Moraga Town Goals
Cameras and Rheem in, dog park out
By Sophie Braccini

Two community-proposed
items rose to the top of the list

of 2016 goals for the town of Mor-
aga during the Jan. 21 council meet-
ing:  support the Rheem Theatre and
implement a surveillance camera
system in town.

      
Residents were invited to sug-

gest their own priorities in prepara-
tion of the adoption of the 2016
goals, and the public engagement led
to a lively debate.  Items such as re-
visiting the dog park issue, or limit-
ing development did not make the
final list.

      
The meeting started with coun-

cilmembers disagreeing on the
mayor's first goal to complete a com-
munity preference survey and de-
velop a revenue measure for the
2016 ballot.  Councilmember Teresa
Onoda said the two elements were
quite different and her colleagues
agreed that surveying the residents
was key and would lead to a decision
of whether the town needed to look
into new revenue sources. 

     
Other ongoing or recurrent

town goals such as maintaining
sound financial practices, develop-
ing a funding strategy for the town's
assets and infrastructure, develop-
ing plans for the Hacienda de las
Flores, reopening discussions with

the school district for new and
shared community recreation facil-
ities, completing the update of the
hillside and ridgeline regulations,
completing the Moraga Center Spe-
cific Plan zoning project were
adopted with not much squabble.

      
William Carman, the chair of the

Parks and Recreation Commission,
defended the goal of improving in-
terconnectedness and public aware-
ness of Moraga's trail system.  

      
Resident Richard Harris asked

that adding sidewalks to pedestrian
school routes be added to the goals.
Planning Director Ellen Clark sum-
marized the different studies such as
the Livable Moraga Road Project
and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
updates that are underway and
should lead to grant seeking and
sidewalk improvements in 2016.  

      
At the Jan. 13 town council

meeting, residents Christine Beck-
with and Chuck Pruitt spoke pas-
sionately about safety cameras in
town.  Beckwith had witnessed bur-
glars stealing mail from her neigh-
bor's house, and got their car's
license plate.  She alerted the police
and since then has been spearhead-
ing a local campaign to give the po-
lice the tools to keep residents safe. 

                 
... continued on page A11

Real Estate…Simplified!

find all Agents at www.bhghome.com/Orinda

89 Davis Road Suite 100
Orinda  

925.254.0440
www.bhghome.com/Orinda

Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area; 
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.

Meet our Featured Agents ...

Iconic contemporary home with bold
architectural lines and 5,800 sf of dramatic

living space. 4 BR/7BA, 2 offices, media room,
& 4 car finished garage. Pebble sheen pool,
gardens, & orchid greenhouse. Picturesque
setting overlooking the Blackhawk Falls golf

course. Offered at $2,750,000 by 
Larry Jacobs and Kress Hauri.

2BR/1.5BA townhome across from
the Moraga Hacienda Park. Trust sale

and sold as is! 
Offered at $399,000. 

Call Jim Colhoun at 925.200.2795 for
an early preview and additional

information!

This tastefully updated 2 bedroom and 1
bathroom bungalow offers many

opportunities; as a perfect starter home to a
long-term investment, expanding when you

need to. A great space for entertaining,
gardening and playing. Offered at $799,000

by Janine Hunt, 510.409.6266

Not yet on MLS! Danville Westside home backs to
Iron Horse Trail and is just a short walk to the Del

Amigo swim club. Bring your imagination and
customize this home to your taste- not someone
else’s vision. Flat level yard. 4 Bdr., 2.5 baths, hwd
floors, large family room and a sun room with a
spa too! Call Jim Colhoun at 925 200-2795 for

more information and pricing details. 

Lafayette cul de sac home available in
early February. 4BR/3BA with

swimming pool. Walk to K-8 schools &
Lafayette Trail. 

Offered at $1,350,000. 
Call Jim Colhoun at 925.200.2795 for

more information.

471 Millfield Place, Moraga 319 Pheasant Run, Blackhawk 701 glen Rd, danville 3435 Little Ln, Lafayette

2121 donald dr #5, Moraga 1034 Ramona Ave, Albany

COMing SOOn

Gorgeous, updated traditional home has 4 bdr.
and 4 full baths, plus an office and hardwood

floors, within its 3691sf (per appraiser). Located
near top-rated Moraga schools, it sits one .28 acre
lot with ample outdoor living spaces, including
lawn areas and a pool.  Offered at $1,650,000.

Please call Ruth eddy at 925.788.5449 for 
more information.

COMing SOOn
COMing SOOn

COMing SOOn
COMing SOOn

CalBRE#01465617/#01495118CalBRE#01313819

CalBRE#01029160

CalBRE#01029160

CalBRE#01909766

CalBRE#01029160

Regina Englehart, 
Broker-Manager 

925.876.9076
regina.englehart@bhghome.com

CalBRE# 01308462

Pending

Adam Hamalian
925.708.5630

adam.hamalian@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01917597

Tania DeGroot
510.367.1422

tania.degroot@bhghome.com
CalBRE # 01094898

For the first time in nearly a decade, the Federal
Reserve raised its benchmark lending rate last month,
bringing to an end an extraordinary era of interest rates
at nearly zero.  Fed officials emphasized that they
intended to raise rates gradually, and only if economic
growth continues.  Interest rates on mortgages are likely
to remain low for years to come, making this a great
time to buy and sell real estate!

TIP OF THE WEEK

Ruth Eddy
925.788.5449 

ruth.eddy@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01313819

Melody Shahid
925.270.9580 

melody.shahid@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01922669

Maureen Caldwell-Meurer
510.915.0092

maureen.caldwell-meurer@bhghome.com
CalBRE#01908929
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Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings

A6 Wednesday, January 27, 2016www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Tuesday, Feb. 2, 7 p.m. 
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, Feb. 8, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Public Invited to Air Downtown Parking Concerns at
Orinda Meeting 
By Victor Ryerson

Orinda residents, members of
the city’s business community,

and others are invited to attend a
meeting from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Wednes-
day Jan. 27 to discuss their concerns
about downtown area parking issues.
The public outreach meeting, which
will be held in the Orinda Library Au-
ditorium at 26 Orinda Way, is part of
the kickoff for the six-month Down-
town and Affected Neighborhoods
Parking Study being conducted on
behalf of the city by TJKM Trans-
portation Consultants.  

      
The format of the meeting will in-

clude a presentation of the scope of
the study, followed by an opportunity
for members of the public to share
their ideas and concerns about park-
ing in the downtown area and adja-
cent neighborhoods, a growing topic
of discussion with the city.  “Com-
ments from the public will be re-
viewed and considered when the final
downtown parking improvement
study is prepared,” according to the
city’s announcement.

      
The study will cover a lot of

ground.  Topics that were identified
late last year by the Orinda City
Council include:
•     The existing parking supply, de-
mand, and current utilization.
•     Current parking policies and al-
ternatives to maximize utilization of
existing spaces.
•     Parking enforcement strategies.
•     Intrusion of BART commuters
into local business and residential
neighborhoods.
•     Enhanced customer satisfaction.
•     Public-private partnership oppor-

tunities.
•     Permit parking for various users.
•     ADA compliance of on-street
parking spaces.

      
Downtown residents, business

owners, employees, customers,
neighborhood residents, and other
stakeholders are encouraged to attend
the meeting and discuss these con-
cerns.

      
Further information is available

from Tonya Gilmore at (925) 253-
4291 or tgilmore@cityoforinda.org.

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Jan. 3-16 
Alarms 54
Noise Complaints 1
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 6
Traffic stops 49
Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subjects 16
Suspicious Vehicles 24
Barking Dog

20 block Charles Hill Rd
10 block Daryl Dr

Burglary, Auto
70 block La Cresta Rd
Miramonte High School

Burglary, Residential
100 block Las Vegas Rd
40 block Loma Vista Dr
30 block El Gavilan

Death, Non-criminal
10 block Ridge Ln

Disturbance
Juniper/Hidden Valley Rd
30 block Hall Dr
60 block Rheem Blvd
Orinda Theatre
Europa Hofbrau

Embezzlement
20 block Camino Del Diablo

Hit & Run
Glorietta Blvd/Moraga Way
McCaulous
Reported to police
Hwy 24/St Stephen’s Dr
20 block Las Cascadas

ID Theft
300 block Dalewood Dr
10 block Monte Vista Rd
30 block Estates Dr
300 block Village Square
10 block Rabble Rd
20 block Orinda Way
10 block Owl Hill Ct
Reported to police

Loitering
Donald/Hall Drives

Missing Adult
10 block Ridge Ln
20 block Crest View Terrace

Ordinance Violation
Orinda/Camino Sobrante

Panhandling
Rite Aid

Promiscuous Shooting
Muth Dr/Wanda Ln
Wovenwood Dr/Orindawoods

Public Nuisance
 100 block Leslee Ln

60 block Loma Vista Dr
Ivy Dr/Coral Dr
10 block La Bolsita Way
100 block Glorietta Blvd 
20 block Altamount Dr
Post Office
Rite Aid
100 block Stein Way
20 block Miramonte Rd

Reckless Driving
Rheem /Glorietta Blvds (2)
Hwy 24/Camino Pablo (2)
Miner Rd/Camino Pablo
St Stephen’s Church
San Pablo Dam Rd/Bear Creek

Theft, Petty
20 block Hill Rd
70 block Ardilla Rd
70 block Sunnyside Ln

Vandalism
Wilder Sports Fields

CalBRE# r00445794, CalBRE# 01181995 ©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a 
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

925.360.9588 925.708.9515 www.TheHattersleys.com

REAL ESTATE THOUGHTS 2016
Real estate prices will be affected by the unrest in the financial markets,
interest rates, availability of  properties and political rhetoric this year. 
We continue to see more Buyers than Sellers, as we have this past year.
Uncertainty highlights the importance of  working with experienced
professionals when selling or buying your home in this unpredictable market.
With over thirty years as local real estate professionals, let us ‘Help You
Reach Your Real Estate Goals.’

That would include EBMUD, the
California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, the California State Water
Control Board, and local authorities.
He smiled at his friend Brian Waters,
who is also on the board of FOC, as
he said this. The two have been in the
same fight for a decade, and even
were roomies at Humbolt State back
in the day. “We were roommates 56
years ago,” said Waters, after labori-
ously climbing over a fence to get a
current picture of the water barely
trickling through the SB201-structure
that is keeping rainbows from running
up the creek. “But who’s counting?”

      
Now they are united again in try-

ing to get barriers removed, and to in-
crease water quality, restoring
standards to where they were before
highway and major construction
caused massive disruption in the land-
scape, and thus, to native trout popu-
lations.

      
Standing outside the library in

downtown Orinda, Barrett pointed to
the U.S. flag flying outside the Orinda
city offices in front of the grand art
deco building. “When I was in the
fifth grade, that was my school, and I
raised the flag on that flagpole,” Bar-
rett said about the city office complex
that was once an elementary school.
“When I looked out, there was none
of this.” He turned around to survey a
strip mall, the highway, parking
spaces, RiteAid, Safeway, and the hill
below where a creek once ran openly
through it. “There was a creek there,
once,” Barrett said. “And lots of fish.
I know, because I saw them, all the
time.”

      
But now there is hope. Water

quality has improved, and trout need
clear water. They may yet be able to

migrate back up into Upper San Pablo
Creek, Waters and Barrett say. 

      
Yet while trout populations are

healthy along some East Bay creeks,
trout have been largely absent since
the construction of the highways and
dam systems along the parts of San
Pablo Creek to the south of the dam
(the creek flows north), ever since the
major construction of shopping areas
and national and state highway sys-
tems were built. To complicate the
issue, what the California Department
of Fish and Game call “drop struc-
tures,” or cement fortifications, were
put in along creeks in the 1960s to, ac-
cording to whom one talks, either im-
pede water flow to decrease debris or
to slow the water to keep it cleaner
once it hits San Pablo Reservoir.

      
“The drop structure was put in

place in the 1960s and its purpose is
to prevent erosion of the creek onto
EBMUD’s aqueduct system and the
erosion of the Bear Creek Road
Bridge,” said EBMUD public rela-
tions representative Nelsy Rodriguez
via email. “EBMUD does on occa-
sion clear the drop-off structure of de-
bris, however it is not a regular
practice.”

      
Waters and Barrett have regularly

tried for 10 years to get the drop struc-
ture, which has a grocery-cart sized
opening in it, cleared so that trout can
swim upstream. 

      
San Pablo Dam was built circa

1960. Water flows down to it from
San Pablo Creek originating in
Orinda and flows north toward the
bay. The San Pablo Dam holds up the
water so that it can be stored and
pumped and used otherwise, then the
overflow drains again toward the bay.
Trout still live in that part of the creek.
But the upper part of the reservoir’s
source – the down-flowing part of
San Pablo Creek – has the “drop
structure” that keeps fish from going
upstream again.

      
Roaches and sticklebacks are

plentiful in the watershed upstream of

the dam. But the trout have disap-
peared. “I think it’s been at least 10
years since anyone has seen a trout,”
Barrett said. Chalk that up to 1960s
construction, the paving over from
highways, you name it. But the water
quality is now such that a re-introduc-
tion of the fish makes sense, accord-
ing to Waters and Barrett.

      
But fish can’t get through a

blocked “drop structure,” which peo-
ple from Friends of Orinda Creeks
call a dam, so there is quite the literal
impasse between the organization and
its compatriots, all of whom would
like to see the return of the native rain-
bows to their native homeland. The
question is, when?

SP201 – Call It a Dam ... continued from page A1

Recent rains have swelled San Pablo Creek beyond its banks, sending de-
bris downstream that clogs up small opening in the “drop structure,”
SP201. Photos Brian Waters

The opening in the drop structure on upper San Pablo Creek unexpectedly
blew out last fall, which would have allowed fish to migrate up into its na-
tive waters. The opening is clogged again.

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE 
ON A CITY OF ORINDA 

COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE
The City of Orinda is seeking applications from resident
volunteers to serve on the City’s: 

Art in Public Places Committee (1)
Citizens’ Infrastructure Oversight Commission (3)
Historic Landmark Committee (2)
Parks & Recreation Commission (2)
Planning Commission (3)
Public Works Aesthetic Review Committee (1)

The City of Orinda is also seeking applications from resident
volunteers to serve as the City’s Liaison to the following local
agencies: 

Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District Trustee (1)
Contra Costa County Advisory Council on Aging (1)
County Connection Citizens Advisory Committee (1)

Statement of Interest forms are available from the Orinda City
Clerk's Office, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563. If you have any
specific questions regarding the recruitment, please contact
Michele Olsen, City Clerk at 925-253-4221 or
molsen@cityoforinda.org. Application forms may also be
downloaded from the City’s website at www.cityoforinda.org. 

EXTENDED DEADLINE: Completed Statement of Interest forms
must be submitted to the City Clerk’s Office by Wednesday,
February 10, 2016 at 5:00pm.

Qualified applicants for City Commission and Committee
appointments will be invited to interview before the full City
Council.
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Integrity       Knowledge       Results

We are in a very competitive market and it is more
important than ever to plan your real estate changes 

early in the year. If  you are considering selling, 
or buying then it's time to strategize - call me!

View MLS Listings online at FrankWoodward.com

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E. Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Are you making a Real Estate change in 2016?

CalBRE#01335916

The Orinda City Council recognized retiring Orinda Chamber of Commerce
Board President Sylvia Jorgensen, Secretary Patti Camras, and Executive
Director Candis Kattenburg on Jan. 12. The council also welcomed incom-
ing President Roy Hodgkinson and Executive Director Sophie Braccini at
the meeting. Photo Victor Ryerson

The Orinda City Council recognized outgoing Orinda Union School District Superintendent, Dr. Joe Jaconette, at
its Jan. 12 meeting.  Jaconette, who served as the superintendent of Orinda schools since 2007, announced his
retirement from the OUSD in September.  A search committee was established to find a replacement and the
Orinda School Board recently announced it is in the second phase of the interview process. The board hopes to
announce a new superintendent appointment by Feb. 8. Photo Victor Ryerson

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600

2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

MORAGA $1,430,000
4/2.5. Beautifully Updated! 2484 sqft,
great floorplan, large family room, formal
living/dining, .25 acre flat lot.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,395,000
4/2. Private w/ views of Briones. Flat
front and back lawns & decks for play
and entertaining.
Laura Abrams    CalBRE# 01272382

OAKLAND $1,395,000
4/2.5. Stunning multi-lvl, vu’s chef kitch,
pvt, 2 Mstr suites, decks, H/W, yard,
garage, CLEAN.
Tom Stack     CalBRE# 01501769

WALNUT CREEK $1,256,000
4/4.5. Prime Rossmoor single level near
club house. Large living areas, tons of
storage.
McAtee/Wilson    CalBRE#01349169/01809247

WALNUT CREEK $795,000
3/2. Pottery Barn charm is this
adorable 1289 SF home in Parkmead.
Close to K-5 top schools.
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

MORAGA $599,000
1/1. Little cottage in the Canyon on
approx 2.5 acres. Remodeled
kitchen/bath/Anderson Windows.
Suzanne Geoffrion CalBRE# 01878803

BERKELEY $1,785,000
4/4.5. Claremont Traditional. Great loc.
Remodeled, sun filled & updated to
maintain original charm.
Laura Abrams    CalBRE# 01272382

WALNUT CREEK $899,000
3/2. Charming Home with Incredible
Backyard. Minutes to town, Bart,park
w/community gardens.
Shellie Kirby     CalBRE# 01251227

LAFAYETTE $695,000
4/2.5. 2,000 Apprx. SF of living space with
a large backyard. Come see what this
home has to offer.
Quinn Berg  CalBRE# 01872891

BERKELEY $1,049,000
4/2. West Berkeley Charmer. Renovated
home is in move-in ready. New paint
w/hrdwd flrs throughout.
Tom Stack  CalBRE# 01501769

ORINDA $1,685,000
4/2. Exceptional Style! Beautiful &
refined on private setting w/
remarkable outdoor spaces w/ pool.
Diane Petek   CalBRE# 01703677

BERKELEY $519,000
1/1. This Berkeley Bungalow is a perfect
Cottage Style Craftsman home with
privacy and charm.
Tom Stack  CalBRE# 01501769

ORINDA $1,765,000
4/3.5. Branagh Built 2005! 3311
sqft,beautiful detailing,spacious rms, wood
paneled office,high ceilings, .66 acres
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $895,000
4/3. Great value. 2262 SF on .21 acre
lot with views and mature oaks. Tons of
potential!
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,499,000
4/2.5. Tucked away in a beautiful wooded
Lafayette setting. Views of the reservoir
and Mt. Diablo.
Linda Van Drent CalBRE#01051129

MORAGA $1,550,000
3/2.5. Beautiful finishes, 2643 sqft, lovely
landscaping, new appliances, remodeled
master bath.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

LOVE WHERE 
YOU LIVE

Discover CaliforniaHome.me, a 
California home and style blog 
powered by Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage. From 
beautiful homes to design 
tips, recipes, local events and 
happenings, neighborhood 
information and so much more, 
CaliforniaHome.me is quickly 
becoming your go-to-source for all 
things California. 

Explore today by visiting 
CaliforniaHome.me. 

#LoveWhereYouLive
#ThisIsHome
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Taverna    
Pellegrini

Soup or Salad

Choice of
Chicken Marsala
Grilled Swordfish
Meat Ravioli

Glass of House Wine

4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday-Thursday*

*Not valid on 2-14-16

Taverna Pellegrini
925-258-4200

65 Moraga Way, Orinda

February    Early Bird Special    $24.95



When there’s something
strange – perhaps an El

Nino gully-washer in your neigh-
borhood – who ya’ gonna call? The
answer depends on what you want
to know, and where you live in
Lamorinda. Always call 911 for
emergencies, reminds Moraga-
Orinda Fire District Chief Stephen
Healy. All three Lamorinda com-
munities use Nixle alerts to notify
residents of public safety issues
through a smartphone app. Dennis
Rein, Lamorinda’s Emergency Pre-
paredness Coordinator, suggests
using two-way radios for neighbor-
to-neighbor communications dur-
ing emergencies when even
telephone service disappears. The
radios, known as FRS or
FRS/GMRS radios, are inexpen-
sive and readily available both on-
line and in stores. Contra Costa

County Community Warning Sys-
tem alerts the public to imminent
life and safety threats using sirens,
phone, text messaging and email.
CWS also maintains a presence on
Twitter and Facebook. The Na-
tional Weather Service provides
local radar and satellite imaging
and detailed forecasts from the San
Francisco Bay Area south to Mon-
terey. Local radio and television
stations broadcast weather warn-
ings through their Emergency Alert
System. The EAS is a 1997 update
of what was formerly known as the
Emergency Broadcast System. Al-
though EAS is designed primarily
to deliver nationwide warnings,
state or local authorities may also
use it to deliver area specific emer-
gency information. Staying
plugged in to local websites and so-
cial media may make it easier for
you to weather the storm. 
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Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Room
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions
with your community.   

Send a letter to 
the editor:  letters@

lamorindaweekly.com

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE
LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

Lafayette Station 16 Rehabilitation Update
By Nick Marnell

Firefighters assigned to Con-
tra Costa County Fire Pro-

tection District station 16 in
Lafayette likely feared less for
their lives entering a burning
building than they did when they
returned to the station.  The build-
ing suffered possible mold con-
tamination from rodent
infestation, and the county pulled
out the engine company and
closed the distressed fire station
in 2012.  An on-again, off-again
joint venture with the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District to build a fire
station in north Orinda crumbled
in August when ConFire chose to
rehab station 16.  

     
“I am almost embarrassed to

say that I had been convinced that
station 16 was condemned and
could not be fixed,” said fire chief
Jeff Carman, given a report by a

building contractor indicating that
the 58-year-old structure was not
beyond repair. Based on that pre-
liminary information, the chief
presented a rehabilitation plan in
August to his board of directors,
which unanimously supported the
effort and told Carman to report
back with a final proposal.    

     
Not willing to be fooled

again, Carman demanded a writ-
ten report confirming that the Los
Arabis Drive fire station was re-
pairable, so the district hired H.
D. Rueb Structural Engineers of
Pleasant Hill to do the assess-
ment.  The company visited the
station site four times in Septem-
ber and October and its report,
delivered to ConFire Dec. 7, con-
cluded, “The general structural
appearance of the building ap-
pears to be adequate.”

     
The report noted that the

structure will require seismic up-
grades and that the interior con-
crete slabs, one of them
significantly cracked, should be
replaced. It also recommended a
geotechnical analysis on the soil
below the slabs, which deputy
chief Lewis Broschard said will
soon be completed.

     
“The concrete floor has

sagged considerably and we need
to determine why,” said Carman.
“So we will cut a couple of access
points in the slab floor to deter-
mine soil quality and get a look at
what happened to cause the sag.”
The rehab plan was to jackham-
mer up the slabs and replace them
with new ones, but the chief said
he must be assured that whatever
happened below the floor will not
happen again.

     
Design work must also be

completed, from which the dis-
trict can develop construction
documents and then determine
approximate costs to rehab the
station.   “I think before we go
after design work we want to
make sure there isn't something
bad going on under the slab,” said
Carman.

     
Notwithstanding the unknown

below the interior building slabs
and the holdup in completing the
station design, Carman said he
still expects to present the board
a financial plan for the rehab by
March. 

     
“It’s an aggressive timeline,

but I think we can do it,” said the
chief.

     
The initial estimate for rehab-

bing station 16 was $1 million. 

 Paul Kephart   Master Craftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, 
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!

El Nino Preparedness: Listen and Learn
By Cathy Dausman

Website contact information:
      • Nixle: www.nixle.com
      • County community warning system: http://www.cococws.us/
      • National Weather Service: http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/

Phone contacts:
Lafayette:
      • Police: 24-hour dispatch:  (925) 284-5010
      • Fire (Contra Costa County Fire) dispatch: (925) 933-1313 website: www.cccfpd.org 
      • Public Works: (925) 934-3908
Moraga:
      • Police: office: (925) 376-2515  24-hour dispatch: (925) 284-5010
      • Fire (Moraga-Orinda Fire District) website: www.mofd.org 
      • 911 for emergency; (925) 258-4599 non-emergency
      • Public Works, business hours: (925) 888-7026 or (925) 888-7029 (shop)
Orinda:
      • Police, 24-hour dispatch: (925) 646-2441
      • Fire (Moraga-Orinda Fire District) website: www.mofd.org 
      • 911 for emergency; (925) 258-4599 non-emergency 
      • Public Works: (925) 253-4252
Note: At times landline telephones (although not portable wireless phones) continue to work even when the power is out. 

During the recent rains, this section of trees was flooded near The Bluffs neighborhood in Moraga.              Photo Wendy Scheck

Kindergarten and Transitional Kindergarten
Registration for Lamorinda Schools
     Kindergarten registration in Lamorinda's school districts begins in January and February. To be eligible
for kindergarten, a child must turn 5 years old by Sept.1. To be eligible for the transitional kindergarten
program, a child must have his or her fifth birthday between Sept. 2 and Dec. 2.  Children currently enrolled
in transitional kindergarten are not required to complete the kindergarten registration process for next year.
     New immunization requirements for 2016, under a new law known as SB277 that began Jan. 1, state
that exemptions based on personal beliefs will no longer be an option for the vaccines that are currently re-
quired for entry into child care or school in California.  For more detailed information, visit:
http://www.shotsforschool.org/laws/sb277faq/.

Moraga
Online registration for incoming kindergarten/tran-
sitional kindergarten students in Moraga is now
open – go to https://moragaesd.asp.aeries.net/air to
begin the registration process.  Registration paper-
work dates are Feb. 4-5.  For more information visit
the district's website, www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
Camino Pablo Elementary
1111 Camino Pablo
(925) 376-4435
Donald Rheem Elementary 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
90 Laird Drive
(925) 376-4441 
Los Perales Elementary
22 Wakefield Drive
(925) 631-0105

Orinda
The kick off registration days for transitional
kindergarten and kindergarten children entering
an Orinda public school in August 2016 will be
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Feb. 1-4 at each of the four
elementary schools.  For information, visit
www.orindaschools.org.
Del Rey Elementary School
25 El Camino Moraga
(925) 258-3099
Glorietta Elementary School
15 Martha Road
(925) 254-8770
Sleepy Hollow Elementary
20 Washington Lane
(925) 254-8711
Wagner Ranch Elementary
350 Camino Pablo
(925) 258-0016

The Lafayette School District registration for kindergarten/tran-
sitional kindergarten took place on Jan. 19 and 20 at its four el-
ementary schools.  For information, visit www.lafsd.k12.ca.us.



The new three-story development
will also feature a restaurant an-
choring the Dolores Drive corner,
some commercial space, under-
ground parking, a lap pool and
pool house, two lobbies, a fitness
room, bike storage and public art.
Conditions of approval imposed by
the city also necessitate improving
the East Bay Municipal Utility
District right-of-way with bicycle
and pedestrian path upgrades and
enhanced landscaping; the utility
has an easement for an under-
ground pipeline that diagonally bi-
sects the property, which cannot be
built upon, leaving a small triangle
near the freeway that will house the
pool and pool house.

      
The handful of volunteers who

make up the DRC complimented
the overall changes, noting that the
project has “come a long way” from
the original version presented in
2014, but still offered constructive
criticism. Gordon Chong shared
how pleased he was that the archi-
tect successfully “captured the rela-
tionship of interior and exterior

spaces,” while J. Alan Sayles called
it “a beautiful project – but I’d rather
see it in downtown Walnut Creek.
It’s just too much.”

      
In a detailed staff report, Plan-

ning and Building Director Niroop
Srivatsa itemized how Lennar
Homes has responded to the “over-
whelming majority of comments
raised at previous meetings” and
recommended approval. 

      
The DRC Commissioners unan-

imously agreed to recommend ap-
proval to the next review body, the
Planning Commission, knowing
that the project would be back at the
DRC for more detailed design sug-
gestions in the future.  That Plan-
ning Commission public hearing is
scheduled at 7 p.m. on Feb. 1 in the
Community Hall of the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center.  

      
In a lengthy letter to the mem-

bers of the DRC, Tang wrote that
the goal of the project is to create a
“village layout that ties in with
Lafayette’s small-town character,
and fosters community-building by
encouraging interaction among new

residents, and providing public and
private-common spaces for gather-
ing and socializing.”  Some of that
community building has begun al-
ready with on-going talks with
across-the-street merchant Diamond
K to find a solution that works for
both parties.
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Public Forum
If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda, or one of its communities, that requires more than the 350 words to which we must
limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum. We will not accept Public Forum submissions regarding a current ballot measure or
candidate for public office. Opinions expressed in Public Forum are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions 
with your community.   Send a letter to the editor:

letters@lamorindaweekly.com

                                                       Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and  not necessarily those of the 
                              Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only 
                              accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us
your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will
be accepted on a space-available basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. 
email:   letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Lafayette

Lennar Project Jumps DRC Hurdle
... continued from page A2

Proposed Lennar project Image provided

Lafayette Volunteer
Vacancies:

Banner Advisory Committee develops the downtown street pole banner program.
Bicycle Pedestrian Committee (BPAC) advises the Circulation Commission on

issues related to non-motorized vehicles and pedestrians. 
Capital Projects Assessment Committee reviews the current Capital Improvement

Program (CIP) and develops the long-range capital improvement plans for the City.
Community Center Foundation is dedicated to renovating and expanding the

Lafayette Community Center.
Creeks Committee encourages beautification of Lafayette's creeks and improves

residents' awareness of creek maintenance and pollution prevention policies.
Crime Prevention Commission studies safety issues in the City and works to

educate the public.
Emergency Preparedness Commission coordinates preparation and planning

efforts to mitigate the effects of natural and man-made disasters. 
Environmental Task Force is committed to developing and implementing environmental

policies and programs that will enable the City and its residents to meet their
present needs without sacrificing the ability of future generations to meet their needs.

Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission supports effective management and
operations of existing park facilities to maximize public enjoyment and continue
to pursue easements for trails as shown on the Trails Master Plan.

Public Art Committee oversees the city’s public art program and its administration.
Senior Services Commission identifies senior concerns and needs; provides

information about resources; and promotes community programs and services
that enable seniors to live meaningful lives.

Lafayette Representative to the Contra Costa County Advisory Council on Aging.

For applications and additional information visit the city’s website
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us or call Joanne Robbins, City Clerk 925-284-1968. 

Application deadline March 31, 2016.

Pet Shoppe
Rheem Valley

Pet Food & Supplies

Dog, Cat, Chicken
or Goat Food

10% off *

*With coupon, 1 coupon per person.
Exp. 3/8/16

FREE Small Pet
Boarding
Hamsters, rabbits,
guinea pigs, birds, mice
rats, reptiles

ONE FREE NIGHT
No purchase necessary. New clients. Limit
1 cage. Based on availability. Exp. 3/8/16

Dog, Cat, Birds, Fish and Small Animals
Toys & Supplies       15% off *
*Any purchase excluding dog and cat food, chicken and goat feed.
With coupon, Not valid with any other offers or Frontline, Fiprougard, Advan-
tage or Advantix. 1 coupon per person. Exp.  3/8/16

Food, Supplies, and Toys
For birds, cats, dogs fish reptiles, small animals,  
premium chicken feeds. Also in organic Non-GMO 

Small Animal 
Sales, Grooming & Boarding, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Mice, Rats, Hamsters.

Rheem Valley Center 388 Park Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.             Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Editor:

I would suggest that the Town Council, and par-
ticularly the Planning Committee drive over to
Camino Ricardo and take a long look at the behe-
moth houses now currently under construction
there.  I can only assume that the Planning Com-
mittee made obvious errors in determining height
limitations in allowing the construction of these
monstrosities.
Truckloads and truckloads of soil were scraped
from the top of that beautiful orchard hillside. Day
after day they lined up for their fill and trucked it
away to somewhere. This was done, I assume, to
bring things into agreement with ridgeline rules.
In its place hotel-like houses are being built.

These structures have no esthetic value and do not
fit into the rest of Camino Ricardo’s homes.  
We used to consider Moraga as semi-rural.  Re-
cently I was told we are no longer a town, but a
city.  If that is so, I guess it doesn’t matter that, as
you drive down Camino Ricardo to the light, the
distant hills are no longer visible.  Does the Plan-
ning Committee care about our once lovely town
and sees only dollar signs?  Shame.
In their recent letter to this newspaper, the Com-
mittee to Stop Town Center Homes has it right.
Another blight coming!

Dolores Humm
Moraga

home/made kitchen
café & bakery

337 Rheem Blvd, Moraga; 925-388-0841
www.homemadekitchen.com

you are cordially invited for a very
special evening on February 12 at 

home/made kitchen

please reserve for two seatings only:
6-8 or 8-10 for three course 

pre fixe menu with two choices

featuring extraordinary 
dessert(s) by Evan and Crystal
(formerly pastry chefs for  The French 

Laundry and Meadowood, respectively)

We are proud to offer this wonderful
evening at home/made kitchen in Moraga



Reve Bistro Opens in Lafayette
960 Moraga Road
(925) 385-0793 – www.revebistro.com
Executive chef Paul Magu and his wife, Laura, opened Reve
Bistro at the former site of Chevalier on Moraga Road in
Lafayette.  Touted as “your classic everyday French bistro,”
5-star chef Magu plans to “pay homage to the French comfort
food he fell in love with as a boy growing up in Paris.”

Lafayette Green Awards Nominations Requested
The annual Lafayette Awards of Environmental Excellence,
more commonly known as the Lafayette Green Awards, rec-
ognize outstanding efforts that contribute to a more sustain-
able community and help the City achieve its environmental
goals. Winners are selected by Lafayette’s Environmental
Task Force using the following criteria: How successfully
does the candidate’s activities reduce their footprint (current
and future)?  How much has the candidate’s activities helped
achieve the city’s environmental goals?  How much has the
candidate’s activities inspired others in the community? Can
it be replicated? The nomination form can be downloaded
from the city of Lafayette website, filled in and submitted on-
line at www.lovelafayette.org.  Deadline March 9.

Zach Smith Named January Moraga Employee of the
Month 
Waiter and barista Zach Smith of Home/made kitchen café
and bakery is the Moraga Employee of the Month for January.
Since the restaurant opened in 2014, Smith has played an im-
portant role as a waiter and barista while also serving as the
eatery’s beverage manager.  He has a popular following
among patrons of the popular restaurant. “Zach is a superb
representative of Home/made kitchen,” said owner and man-
ager Gayle Somers. “He has a gift for remembering names
and peoples’ preferences when they come for lunch or dinner.
He’s a big part of our success due to his great customer serv-
ice.” The Moraga Rotary and Chamber of Commerce will
present Smith with his award and gift cards to Safeway and
TJ Maxx in Moraga at an upcoming Moraga Rotary lunch in
February.

News from the three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette
Business Persons of the Year Dinner and State of the City Ad-
dress at 6 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29 at the Lafayette Park Hotel and
Spa, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd.  For reservations, visit
http://www.lafayettechamber.org/event/2016-business-per-
sons-of-the-year-dinner/. 
Ribbon Cutting for Farmyard Darlings at 5 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 11 at 20 Lafayette Circle.
The kickoff event of the Lamorinda Business Forum (for-
merly Entrepreneur’s Club) will be held at 5:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 11 at the Bank of the West, 3583 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Attorney Asha Wilkerson will discuss “Small Business Law
– What You Need to Know.”
Monthly Mixer at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24 at Las Tram-
pas, 3460 Lana Lane. 

Coffee with the Mayor, Mark Mitchell, at 8 a.m. Friday, Feb.
26 in the Chamber Conference Room.

Moraga
Save the date for the 2016 Business Person of the Year Dinner
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 23 at the Moraga Country Club.  Cost:
$50 per person.  For information, email Kathe Nelson at
kathe@moragachamber.org.
Valentine-themed Ribbon Cutting for Natasha Grasso Jewelry
at 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 4 at 386 Park Street, Suite A.

Orinda
Ribbon Cutting at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 4 at Cine Cuvee in
Theatre Square.
Outgoing president Sylvia Jorgensen, and retiring executive
director Candy Kattenburg will be recognized at the Awards
and Recognition Luncheon at noon on Friday, Feb. 12 at the
Orinda Country Club.   Five chamber awards will be pre-
sented to the Business Person of the Year, the Small Business
of the Year, the New Business of the Year, the Chamber Mem-
ber of the Year and the Ambassador of the Year.  For reserva-
tions, visit Orindachamber.org.
Save the date for “A Night of Comedy,” featuring headliner
Brad Williams from Showtime’s highest rated comedy spe-
cial, “Fun Size,” and Ben Feldmen at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March
4 at the Orinda Theatre.  For ticket and event information,
visit www.orindachamber.org, or call (925) 254-3909.

Sometimes a little hobby turns
into a big one, expanding its in-

fluence as it takes over your free time,
your resources and even your home.
This has been the experience of
Lafayette resident and owner of Deer
Hill Wines, Bill Scanlin, whose back-
yard vineyard turned into a project
that turned into a business that is tak-
ing over his home.

      
“We wanted a place (where) we

could entertain,” Scanlin said of the
hosting room that he recently added
to the ground level of his house. The
room was six months in the making,
which seems relatively quick when
you consider the final result. The
room is rustic and dimly lit with mar-
ble counters, beige stone walls and
large arched doorways. 

      
Though the wet bar is stocked

with sparkling glass goblets and there
are murals of vineyards painted in the
alcoves and racks of bottles alongside
one wall, Scanlin insists that it isn’t a
designated wine room.

      
“It’s not a public tasting room,”

he clarified. “I have to get to know

somebody before I have them over.”
Some of this is on account of city reg-
ulations and some of it is simply fit-
ting to the level of Scanlin’s
winemaking, which is currently
something between a hobby and a
business.

      
Scanlin planted his vines shortly

after moving into his current home in
1998. When a friend of Scanlin’s vis-
ited his new property for the first time,
he remarked that it would be ideal for
growing grapes. “I thought ‘what the
heck?’ It sounds like fun,” said Scan-
lin. “Then you start to get into it.”

      
Scanlin primarily grows cabernet

sauvignon, with 600 vines covering
roughly three quarters of his 1.5 acres.
He also plants patches of cab franc
and merlot, which he uses for blend-
ing his 95-percent cab.  Scanlin’s
wine is “field-blended,” which means
that he does little to manipulate it once
it has been crushed and fermented. “It
is what it is,” said Scanlin. And it is
pretty good for an in-home produc-
tion.

      
But like any hobby, Scanlin

started out slowly and had to learn
from his mistakes. He began making
wine with a few friends just for fun,
and eventually his own vineyard
started producing fruit. “I had my
mistakes,” said Scanlin. “I lost a few
years for different reasons. I remem-
ber pumping a couple hundred gal-
lons of it down the drain.” 

      
There were also the infamous

Lamorinda deer to contend with. “I
had a lot problems in the beginning
with deer breaking in and ruining the
crop,” said Scanlin. “So I didn’t get a
crop for maybe four years.” Despite
this fact, Scanlin’s label bears an em-
blem of the animal. “I finally con-
quered them,” he said.

      
Scanlin is a member of the Lam-

orinda Wine Growers Association, a
group of 90-100 grape growers that
formed in 2005. Only a handful have
bonded wineries, including Scanlin.
“It kind of legitimizes the hobby,” he
remarked. “I just thought it would be
a good thing to do.”

      
The association is currently push-

ing for Lamorinda to gain approval as

its own American Viticultural Area
(AVA). Right now they are recog-
nized as a part of the San Francisco
Bay Area, but that doesn’t account for
Lamorinda’s unique terroir and cli-
mate, which Scanlin compares to
Napa, with cool nights and warm
days. The AVA approval, which
should go through by April 1, is ex-
citing for a winemaker like Scanlin.
“We get to say there’s something spe-
cial about Lamorinda – the soil, the
weather – there’s something special
about the wine in this area.” 

      
Like most hobbies, winemaking

is one that Scanlin has scaled up to
slowly, but surely. “I’ve gone to
classes. I’ve talked to people. I’ve
done a lot of reading,” said Scanlin.
He gets help with some of the physi-
cal labor, but calls all of the shots on
the overall process. Scanlin describes
his wine as drinkable and hearty. “I
really like full-bodied, rich wines,” he
said. “I try to make my wines have
that characteristic.” He and his wine
have made appearances at the
Lafayette wine show, the Orinda

Trivia Bee and other local events.

      
“I haven’t pushed it yet,” said

Scanlin. “I still need to go out and get
this put into stores and in restaurants
around here.” Deer Hill Wines isn’t
his priority right now, but like the
vines in his yard and the number of
bottles on his wine rack, the hobby is
growing on him.

      
“If I can produce wine that can

command a high price, that’d be
great,” said Scanlin, who considers
wine as a potential retirement busi-
ness. “I’d like to make and be known
for having a really good boutique
wine that everyone’s after. But I’m
not that widely known yet.”

      
Scanlin’s dreams for Deer Hill

Wines are much like his dreams for
the new space in his home, where he
envisions winemakers’ dinners, cor-
porate business meetings, and social
gatherings in the future. “I think a lot
of possibilities can happen.”
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Photos courtesy Bill Scanlin

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

If you have a business brief to share, please  contact
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com  

Business

Deer Hill Winery Takes Over Owner’s Basement
By A. K. Carroll

Celebrating an
Anniversary?
If your business is celebrating a significant
anniversary (5, 10, 20 years or more …) send
us a photo of your business, the owner(s) or
the staff with specific information about your
business and what you’re celebrating, and
we’ll include it in an upcoming issue.

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

He is all about Happy Clients!

Selling in 2016?
Call me today!

15 years strong
in Real Estate

925-788-0229
Broker/President
Certified Residential 
Local Specialist
Alex@AGRealty1.com
www.AlexGailas.com
CalBRE#01305545

Skillfully connecting exceptional people with compelling properties

business briefs

From left: Chamber President Wendy Scheck, Zach Smith,
Home/made kitchen owner Gayle Somers, and Rotary President
Roger Gregory Photo provided



Tales have seemed abundant
of late: A grandmother sees

two coyotes near the trail where
she is pushing her grandchild in a
stroller, a father snaps a photo of
another trotting near the gate of
Glorietta Elementary School in
Orinda, a big coyote is seen
perched in the middle of the road
in Canyon, prompting neighbors to

email each other about keeping
their cats inside.

      
Coyote sightings are every-

where throughout Lamorinda, but
is it the time of year, or are there
actually more coyotes around?

      
“Absolutely there are more

coyotes,” said Kate Marianchild,
author of “Secrets of the Oak
Woodlands: Plants and Animals

Among California’s Oaks,” pub-
lished by Heyday Books in 2014.
“Coyote populations are on the in-
crease because of the human pre-
dation on them.”

      
And therein lies the irony:

Killing a coyote, she says, actually
prompts something in the pack’s
females to have more pups, “be-
cause there is more food avail-
able.”  So whether they are eating
red squirrels or ground squirrels or
rats or chickens or cats or little
dogs, by eliminating an adult coy-
ote from the pack, it is a yearlong
Thanksgiving buffet for the local
coyote populations until the repro-
ductive cycle starts again.

            
“Coyotes are very, very re-

silient and adaptable animals,”
Marianchild said. “They adapt to

urban areas quite easily.”

      
Many times it is the people in

areas like Lamorinda who are
causing the influx. Coyotes are so
much fun to see that people start to
feed them and begin to leave out
food at their homes, or when hikers
or residents see coyotes along a
park or trail, they might toss them
a bit of sandwich.

      
“People who see coyotes want

to get close,” said Camilla Fox,
probably the best local expert on
coyotes moving into urban areas.
She started Project Coyote in
Marin County 20 years ago.  She
said what people don’t recognize is
that the coyote, which has been
around since the Pleistocene

Epoch, is a top predator in the area,
keeping rats, squirrels and other
small mammals in check. It’s a
healthy balance, she said.

      
“There is a whole variety of

variables as to why people are see-
ing more coyotes,” Fox said. “We
are right now moving into breeding
season so we might be seeing more
movement.” With breeding season
starting, Fox said it is young adults
– probably like the coyote seen at
Glorietta Elementary – that are
breaking out from the pack and
branching out. “It’s not possible to
say whether it’s a female or male,”
she said about the Glorietta photo,
“but it’s probably a young adult.”

      
And coyotes do, indeed, get

into trash when they are hungry. “If
people don’t secure their garbage,
yes, coyotes and other animals will
get into the bins,” Fox said. But the
presence of coyotes is a good
thing, she said. They help control
hanta virus and plague, and other
illnesses that exist in the area, by
eating rodent populations.

      
Coyotes will also eat cat or dog

food that is left out on porches or
decks, or the dogs or cats them-
selves. “I had a neighbor who lost
two cats to coyotes, right off his
front porch,” said Bill Swearingen
of Burton Valley. “He ended up
shooting it. You have to be careful
about what kind of gun you use in
an urban area.” (The writer of this
piece resisted using an exclamation
point on that last sentence.) Ac-

cording to Marianchild, shooting a
coyote only exacerbates the situa-
tion.

      
Marianchild and Fox both said

that instead of luring coyotes in, it
is best to keep the animals’ in-
stincts intact. “When you see one,
wave your hands or a scarf and yell
at them,” Fox said. “That will keep
them believing that you are a
threat.”

      
As far as the Moraga grand-

mother who wrote to this newspa-
per to report seeing two coyotes in
Lafayette near the trail where she
was pushing her 4-month-old
granddaughter in a stroller, Fox
said she probably has nothing to
worry about.

      
“Of course there is reason for

concern,” Fox said. “Anybody
would be concerned if they had a
small child with them.” But she
postulates that any aggressive act
from a canine in the field may be a
hybrid of dog and coyote – the dog
part wants to approach people and
the coyote part wants to run away.

      
“Coyotes will be digging their

dens soon,” Fox said, so look for-
ward to April. And don’t toss those
wild coyotes any sandwiches.
Scare them, instead, and watch
them run.

      
More about Kate Marianchild’s

wildlife essays can be found at
www.katemarianchild.com.  Infor-
mation about Project Coyote can
be found at
www.projectcoyote.org.

Coyote Sightings on the Rise
But fear not – they’re a natural part of Lamorinda’s landscape
By Chris Lavin
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 beginnings

Having a baby is the start of one of 
life’s most exciting journeys. We’re 
here to help you and your bundle of 
joy thrive every step of the way.

At our Kaiser Permanente Antioch and 
Walnut Creek Medical Centers, you 
and your family get family-centered 
care in airy, spacious rooms. 

A team of top doctors, nurses, nurse-
midwives, and lactation consultants  
will work together to help ensure you 
and your baby are thriving.

And should you need it, both  
medical centers offer neonatal 
intensive care units.

To learn more, visit kp.org/diablo.

MATERNITY SERVICES

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Now is the time to start thinking of Buying
and Selling in 2016.  Contact me today.

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    

      
Jay Kerner, CEO of U.S. Realty

Partners, the new owner of a large
portion of the Rheem Valley Shop-
ping Center, spoke of revitalizing the
center into a community and shop-
ping space that everyone will be
proud of, adding a central gathering
area, indoor and outdoor dining or of-
fering entertainment options.  

      
“We would want the center to

provide a social experience, a place to
go to be part of an event, a place for a
family outing,” he said. 

      
Clark said that she was excited for

the opportunity to work with Kerner
and his team on initiatives to reinvig-
orate the Rheem Center. “It’s been a
long-standing community goal to im-
prove and revitalize the Rheem Cen-
ter, and one obstacle has been the
willingness of the shopping center
owner to engage with the town in that
process,” she said.

      
“We are here to improve the ex-

perience,” Kerner said. “This is a
great time for retail. We are now get-
ting a lot of inquiries from new local
shops and regional tenants that want
to start or develop their businesses.”

      
Presenting a pertinent view of

Moraga’s fundamental economic pa-
rameters, Clark noted that the town
suffers from being away from major
transportation, both Highway 24 and
BART, and suffers a significant sales
tax leakage: only 25 percent of dollars
spent by residents are spent in town,
but it is not as bad as other neighbor-
ing cities, such as Orinda. 

      
Clark noted that Moraga collects

half of what Lafayette gets in sales tax
per capita, but she noted that Moraga
has strengths when considering poten-
tial growth of its economy.  There are
a lot of unmet needs in Moraga. Res-
idents get almost none of their recre-
ation products in town and they spend
only 29 percent of their restaurant dol-
lars in town.  Also, contrary to other
towns, Moraga has available space to

grow, plenty of parking spaces, and at-
tracts many shoppers from out of town
to shops like T.J. Maxx.  

      
Kerner said the first order of busi-

ness was to make sure that the opera-
tions at the Center were in order, and
that his firm had also started on its
marketing plan.  “We want to get buy-
in from the community,” he said. “We
will propose sketches and start a dis-
cussion.”  He of course warned the
community that while his firm had set
aside funds to invest in the center,
these were not unlimited. He added
that he thought that Moraga’s popula-
tion was large enough for the type of
businesses he hoped to bring to town.

      
Commercial real estate profes-

sional Ron Mucovich and Saint
Mary's Economics Professor Kristine
Chase also spoke at the symposium.
Mucovich noted that commercial real
estate in Moraga was in good shape
with only an 11.5 percent vacancy
rate, and that the town benefited from
a relatively low average rent price of
$2 per square foot per month.  He
added that the retail was suffering
from nearby as well as online compe-
tition.  Chase placed Moraga in the
context of the Bay Area and Contra
Costa County, explaining that our
county may not grow as fast as the
peninsula but is producing more long-
term stability.  In that context, she
noted the importance of the college in
Moraga's economics that adds to the
stability and also offers an opportu-
nity to diversify the customers’ char-
acteristics.  

      
“Although it’s not realistic to think

there’s a silver bullet that’s going to fix
everything overnight,” Clark said after
the meeting, “there are a lot of practi-
cal things we can do, like updating the
commercial zoning regulations, that
could make a real difference for busi-
nesses in the Rheem Center and our
other commercial districts. I’m look-
ing forward to it.”

Moraga

Fundamental Shift 
... continued from page A5

Moraga

2016 Moraga Town Goals
... continued from page A5
The residents met with Moraga Police
Lt. Jon King, and Chief Bob Priebe,
now interim town manager, con-
firmed that his department would
soon come with a cost proposal for
the council to make a decision.  All
agreed at the goal setting meeting to
add the cameras to the list of objec-
tives for 2016.

      
Vice-Mayor Trotter and Coun-

cilmember Roger Wykle backed a
public suggestion to support building
a long-term strategy for the Rheem
Theatre.  Their request was met by the
mayor's skepticism, as he was not
sure there is much the town could do.
But Trotter insisted that the goal had
both a symbolic and a practical aspect
since the town started working with
that property owner on a development

agreement.  All agreed to add the sup-
port of the local theater to the list of
2016 goals.

      
Some residents had asked that a

new off-leash dog rules be studied.
Councilmembers remembered the
considerable amount of time spent on
the topic of a dog park from 2009 to
2012 and unanimously refused to add
that goal to their 2016 list.  Several
residents had also asked that further
limits be placed on development.  Jill
Keimach, who was sitting in the town
manager’s seat for the last time, said
that the ridgeline and hillside devel-
opment study should be completed
first and that it may be enough to ad-
dress this concern.  No one decided to
push that topic any further.

This coyote was spotted at 7:45 a.m. on Jan. 12 near the upper parking lot
of Glorietta Elementary School. Photo Paul Greenstone
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Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

ANGIE GUERRA CULUM

925.209.5999

BEN MILLER

925.558.5744

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

 

3 PASEO LINARES, MORAGA  $1,695,000
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1725 JEANNE CIRCLE, MARTINEZ  $739,888
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JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

  

3921 N. PEARDALE, LAFAYETTE  CALL AGENT

COMING

SO
ON

  

950 RISA ROAD, LAFAYETTE  $1,495,000

COMMER
CIAL

OPPORTU
NITY

 

524 BANYAN CIRCLE, WALNUT CREEK $900,888

 

SOLD

REP
RES

EN
TE

D BUYER

1867 HOLLAND DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK  CALL AGENT

 

COMING

SO
ON

LOS ARABIS (UPPER HAPPY VALLEY) LAFAYETTE  $2,595,000

 

UNDER

CONST
RUCTIO

N

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUDUM REAL EST

TE EXPERIENCE THAAA REAL EST

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUDUM REAL EST
 INTEGRITYPROFESSIONALISM.

TE EXPERIENCE THA

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TE GROUPAATE GROUPDUDUM REAL ESTDUDUM REAL ESTA
TS. RESUL RESULTS.. INTEGRITY

VE YT WILL HATE EXPERIENCE THA

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TE GROUP

OU VE Y SOLD!

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANGIE GUERRA CULUM

925.209.5999

BEN MILLER THE CHURCHILL TEAM

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANGIE GUERRA CULUM

925.209.5999

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

LOS ARABIS (UPPER HAPPY V

SERET

UNDER

CONST
R

CONST
RUNDER

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YETTEAAYETTEALLEY) LAFALLEY) LAFALOS ARABIS (UPPER HAPPY VLOS ARABIS (UPPER HAPPY VALLEY) LAF

925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622Y CHURCHILLA & RANDSERETSERETA & RAND

UNDER
UCTIO

N

UCTIO
N

UCTIO
N

UNDER

CONST
R

CONST
RUNDER

CONST
RUCTIO

N

CONST
RUNDER

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

950 RISA RO

SERET

 $2,595,000YETTE

925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YETTEAAYETTE LAF LAFA,AD950 RISA RO

925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622Y CHURCHILLA & RANDSERETSERETA & RAND

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 $1,495,000

925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

925.558.5744

JON WOOD PROPERJANET POWELL

SERET
RANDY 925.787.4622

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIESJON WOOD PROPER

A: 925.998.4441 SERETSERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

1937 ASPENRIDGE COUR

SERET

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALNUT CREEK W WALNUT CREEK,TT,1937 ASPENRIDGE COUR

925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622Y CHURCHILLA & RANDSERETSERETA & RAND

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 $995,000 3921 N.

SERET925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YETTEAAYETTE LAF LAFAALE, PEARD3921 N.

925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622Y CHURCHILLA & RANDSERETSERETA & RAND

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL AGENT C

925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
Y SIBLEYHOLLHOLLY SIBLEY925.876.2399

SHERRTT MMAMATT McLEOD

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
: 925.451.3105Y SIBLEY

Y HUTCHENSSHERR

BEN MILLER / SHERR

1867 HOLLAND DRIVE,

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617Y HUTCHENSBEN MILLER / SHERR

ALNUT CREEK W WALNUT CREEK1867 HOLLAND DRIVE,

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASEO LINARES,3 P3 PASEO LINARES,

925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617 BEN MILLER / SHERR

ALL AGENT C

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MORAGAASEO LINARES,

925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617Y HUTCHENSBEN MILLER / SHERR

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 $1,695,000

925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

925.212.7617

TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN

925.464.6500

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

925.212.7617

TINA FRECHMAN

524 BANY

JON WOOD PROPER

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALNUT CREEK W WALNUT CREEKAN CIRCLE,524 BANY

925.383.5384  /  925.451.3105TIESJON WOOD PROPER

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TT MCLEODMAMATT MCLEOD

1725 JEANNE CIRCLE,$900,888

925.383.5384  /  925.451.3105

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TT MCLEOD

TINEZ MAR1725 JEANNE CIRCLE,

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

925.464.6500

 $739,888

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

925.360.8662

CALBRE #01882902

925.915.0851

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

925.915.0851

CALBRE #01882902

WWW

Distinctive Properties

TERESA ZOCCHI

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.DUDUM.COMWWWWWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

TERESA ZOCCHI

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YETTEAAYETTELAFLAFA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100

YETTE, CA  94549AAYETTE, CA  94549LAFLAFA
O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

TERESA ZOCCHI925.360.8662

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALNUT CREEKWWALNUT CREEK
VD., #100YMPIC BLYMPIC BLVD., #1001910 OL1910 OLYMPIC BL

ALNUT CREEK, CA 94596WWALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

999 OAK HILL RD., #100
YETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

TERESA ZOCCHI

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALNUT CREEK
VD., #100

ALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

925.360.8662

Lamorinda Frustrations Mount Due to
Bus Driver Shortage 
... continued from page A1
It’s been very stressful for every-
one,” Hansen said. “Our recom-
mendation is to have parental
supervision at bus stops and a
backup plan for transportation for
the students.” She noted that the
beginning of January was almost
flawless.

     
According to Hansen, First

Student currently has four routes
without permanent drivers. “First
Student asks drivers from Santa
Rosa or Stockton to fill in, but it
continues to be a challenge.”  The
Cincinnati-based company can-
not pull human resources from
across state lines, since California
law does not recognize bus driver
certificates from other states.  In
its July 2015 edition, “School Bus
Fleet” surveyed bus operators na-
tionwide and reported that 94 per-
cent of school bus contracting
companies did not have enough
drivers, compared to 85 percent
in 2014. 

     
When First Student fails to

provide service or when buses are
significantly late, LSBP charges
the company a fee.  It amounted
to $19,000 in December.  Some

parents are now asking to be re-
funded for the lost days.  “I'm
hoping that there will be some
kind of reimbursement for the
days service that was not/will not
be provided as we had to make
other last minute adjustments to
our schedule,” wrote one parent
on route 17 in Orinda.

     
The LSBP board will consider

in February refunding parents
when service cannot be per-
formed.  The current LSBP con-
tract does not have that type of
provision.  The only existing par-
tial refund happens when students
drop a route for the rest of the
year.  At the Jan. 11 LSBP meet-
ing, staff proposed four different
options for compensating the par-
ents: refund them based on actual
fee – $2.53 per round trip day;
provide a pass in lieu of daily re-
funds; provide a voucher toward
next year's annual bus pass; offer
a choice of one trip pass or a
voucher for next year.  The LSBP
board will decide at its next meet-
ing in February which route they
want to go.

     
“Drivers shortage is a national

trend that affects any form of
over-the-road transportation, in-
cluding freight and bus drivers,”
says Chris Kemper, spokesman
for First Student.  The company
employs 57,000 persons and
owns close to 50,000 buses, and
Kemper says it is putting more
emphasis on recruiting drivers.  

     
Mike Metcalf, the Moraga

council member who sits on the
LSBP board, said at the recent
council meeting that the shortage
in our area is also fueled by de-
fections of bus drivers hired by
private companies running shut-
tles that simply double their
wages.  

     
“It is true,” confirmed

Hansen, “and First Student is
looking at new wages/benefit
packages for their drivers.”   She
adds that if anyone is interested in
becoming a school bus driver (re-
tired folks make great drivers),
they should call First Student at
(925) 363-7327.

     
For meeting dates and more

information about The Lamorinda
School Bus Program, visit
www.lamorindaschoolbus.org.
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BECAUSE EVERYTHING

One Orinda Student’s Passion for Paper
By Diane Claytor

Repeatedly folding small
squares of paper hour after

hour may not sound like a good time
for most pre-teens. But for 12-year-
old Alex Meckes, it is a great way to
spend an afternoon. 

      
A recent Neilsen study reported

that middle school boys spend an
average of 6.3 hours per week play-
ing video games. While that may, in-
deed, be the case, it is doubtful that
Meckes spends anywhere near that
amount of time. Although he admits
to liking video games, the Orinda In-
termediate School seventh-grader
doesn’t have that many hours to
spend in front of the computer; he is
way too busy practicing his origami
skills. And considering that his sec-
ond Orinda Library origami exhibit
closed at the end of December, his
skills are obviously excellent.

     
Always an avid reader,

Meckes made regular trips to
local libraries. He remembered as
a second grader walking around
the Wagner Ranch School Li-
brary. “I was getting bored with
the books I’d been reading. I
wanted something different. I saw
a book on origami and thought,
‘cool, I’m going to take this home

and try it,’” he said.

     
Origami is the art of paper

folding. Its goal is to transform a

single flat sheet of paper into a fin-
ished sculpture using only folding
and sculpting techniques. Meckes
found that not only did he really
like this art form, he was really
good at it. His mom, Wendy
Meckes, described her son as “al-
ways being very focused. He’s like
a builder and once he finds some-
thing that captures his interest, he
sticks with it.” 

      
“I started out making very sim-

ple origami objects and then this
happened,” Meckes exclaimed as he
pointed to a dining room table cov-
ered in a myriad of geometrical
shapes in varying sizes and colors,
or, as he called them, platonic
solids. According to the precocious
Meckes, “geometers have studied
the mathematical beauty and sym-
metry of the platonic solids for
thousands of years.”

      
In addition to platonic solids,

Meckes’ makes tessellations (also
called tilings) – shapes that are
arranged side by side to produce a
pattern with no gaps in between. An
origami tessellation is made from
one piece of paper that is folded
over and over until it has a tessel-
lated pattern. When Meckes begins
folding his small sheet of paper, he
typically has only a vague idea of
what the finished pattern may look
like. ... continued on page B2

Alex Meckes' origami sculptures fill up the family dining room table.
Photos Diane Claytor

One of Alex Meckes’ tessellations placed on a light board, showing all the
different shapes and patterns that come from the art of origami.

Crab Feed & Dance
Saturday, February 6, 6:00 – 11:00 p.m. 

Bring your appetites & dancing shoes.  
Music provided by popular DJ.  

Dinner & Dance $50
Cocktail Hour ~ 6:00 – 7:00 pm, Dinner ~ 7:00 – 8:30 pm.

New & Exciting This Year: Silent Auction!

For non-crab lovers: 
Chicken available by special 

advance order request. 
Dinner tickets MUST be 
purchased in advance. 

No admission to dinner without a ticket!

For tickets & reservations 
call (925) 672-6799.  

Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School Street, Moraga. 
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Gas
Water
Sewer

• Water Heater
Specialist

• 24/7 Service

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*Labor & materials provided by
LeapFrog Plumbing. Exp 2/14/16.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

CA Lic
929641

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

We Hop To It!

See www.LeapFrog
Plumbing.com for more
coupons – plus SAVE $25
just for mentioning this one!*

$150 OFF!*
Toto Washlet Bidet Seat

Pure luxury

LeapFrog Plumbing
Who’s your Valentine?
Give your honey (or yourself!)
the gift of comfort with the
Toto Washlet’s warm seat,
warm water, and soft air dry.
(I love mine!) It’s self- cleaning
too. Can you say, “Ahhhhh”?!

Head Frog Mo Williams

One Orinda Student’s Passion for Paper
... continued from page B1
It can take him several days folding a
small square – he starts with a grid
and every fold must be lined up pre-
cisely. But the most amazing feature
of these beautiful pieces can be seen
when the finished tessellation is
placed on a light board. Suddenly,
hidden shapes and patterns appear
that were not seen before; flip the
paper over and a whole other array of
shapes and patterns show up. 

      
Art and creativity fill Meckes. He

loves both acting and singing and par-
ticipated in the Lamorinda Idol com-
petition for three years (winning the

K-2 category in first grade). He is a
drummer and last year taught himself
the glockenspiel, which he now plays
in the school band. 

      
While it is likely that not many

young boys are spending their time
constructing origami objects, as
Wendy Meckes explained, “once you
start doing something a lot, you find
a whole subculture of people doing
the same thing.”  There’s an organi-
zation that meets monthly in a San
Francisco library – BARF (Bay Area
Rapid Folders) – where people of all
ages and all levels of expertise gather

to quietly fold paper, learn something
new and sometimes talk about what
they’re creating. Meckes, who said
these meetings are fun, attends these
gatherings when he can.

      
The Orinda Library’s art gallery

is organized and curated by the Lam-
orinda Arts Council; it is believed that
Meckes is the youngest independent
artist who has ever been an exhibitor.
Experiencing his talent and dedica-
tion, it is likely that Meckes will have
other exhibits in the Lamorinda area
well into the future.

 BAD
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 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208
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 A General Engineering Contractor
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Are You Ready For

El Niño?

First Class:  Jan. 20, 2016 @ 10:30 AM -12:00 Noon
As one of our first Japanese Arts and Culture programs, we are offering a six-
week course on the background, culture and tradition of the classic Japanese tea
ceremony and how this centuries’ old tradition and experience can be enjoyed even
in today’s contemporary world, with friends and at home.  No previous experience
or study of the tea ceremony is necessary to participate.  Seasonal Japanese sweets
and green tea from Japan will be prepared and enjoyed at each class session.  For
further information, cost details and to register for the class, please contact Tea
Ceremony instructor Yufuko Kurioka at: thenogatetea@gmail.com. Class to be held
at the BDK America office location noted below.

BDK America Moraga Office
1675 School Street, Moraga CA 94556

Ph: (925) 388-0067

BDK America presents

Discovering the Japanese Way of Tea
Youth Homes Celebrates 50 Years
of  Service 
By Adam Blake

As I sat down with Youth Homes
CEO Stuart McCullough in his

office he warned me that I was about
to enter a world much different than
my own. He painted a picture of a
teenager who has grown up in a trou-
bled, often abusive home, is then re-
moved by the court as a teenager, and
dropped into the foster care system
where his/her world is turned upside
down. Many find themselves strug-
gling in this system, running away
and getting bounced from home to
home. “These are the kids we get,”
says McCullough

      
The organization of 100 employ-

ees oversees four homes: one in
Lafayette, two in Concord, and one in
Pleasant Hill. As the latest in a line of
good doers, Youth Home’s views its
first job as to help the kids understand
they are in the clutches of adults that
know what they’re doing. “In a short
time were going to help them heal
some of the profound shame, anger,
and loss they feel and create some life
goals,” McCullough said. 

      
This year Youth Homes cele-

brates its 50th anniversary, the last 23
helmed by McCullough. In that time
the organization has transformed
from “dead broke” with a “spotty rep-
utation” to financially stable and
highly regarded. Most important
however are success rates of the
clients who come through Youth
Homes. “We’re fiercely committed to
real tangible, measurable, time bound
outcomes,” McCullough said. The
outcomes are positive: 70-75 percent
of clients leave Youth Homes accord-
ing to their treatment plan; 82 percent
graduate from high school (outper-
forming California public school
graduation rates); and 42 percent of
their Aftercare program participants
are in college or vocational school.  

      
Residents of Youth Homes spend

up to 90 days at the short-term shelters
and no more than a year at the long-
term ones. “It’s a very short time to try
and turn around a lifetime of family
abuse and system inadequacy,” Mc-
Cullough acknowledged. To accom-
plish as much as possible in such a
short time frame, Youth Homes imple-
ments a variety of programs to help
their clients achieve long-term suc-
cess. These include 24-hour care, ther-
apeutic behavioral services, a
mentoring program and a garden sum-
mer job program, among others. 

      
McCullough, set to retire at the

end of 2016, reflected upon several
key turning points in the organiza-
tion’s history. He remembers getting
their first mental health contract in
2002, revamping the organization’s
fundraising approach, and most re-
cently earning national accreditation

in 2014. At the end of the day, how-
ever, he attributes the organization’s
sustained success to an extremely
dedicated and highly skilled force of
staff and volunteers. 

      
The unwavering dedication to

quality care became evident when I
toured the homes myself. McCul-
lough first took me to an all-girls
long-term shelter in Concord called
Andersen house. What struck me
most was the homey atmosphere with
inviting living spaces, colorfully dec-
orated bedrooms, and friendly adults.
“I wish you have seen the Christmas
tree we had up,” exclaimed the house
supervisor showing me around. 

      
As the girls trickled in from

school I returned to the dining room
where McCullough was chatting with
the girls, trying to convince one that
she should be saving more of the
money she earns for college. After we
left he tells me one of them had re-
cently gone back to her parent’s home
and returned to the shelter with a tat-
too. “She said she’s getting back on
track just now, though I loved it,” he
said glancing back at the house. 

      
Next we headed to one of the

short-term shelters called “East Bay.”
The children here cycle in and out fre-
quently, the most recent one arriving
one week prior on Christmas Day. In
the living room I noticed a white
board with all the resident’s names
and next to it their “level,” which is
determined by behavior and describes

their privileges. McCullough offered
a sincere congratulations to a girl we
talked to on “gold” who proceeded to
show me around the house starting
with the dining room. “Even if we
don’t eat, everyone must stay there for
at least 10 minutes every night,” she
explained. 

      
On the drive back McCullough re-

called a story when he took his then
teenage daughter on a short drive into
an impoverished neighborhood instead
of their routine Sunday brunch. He de-
scribed her shock at the abject poverty
she observed from the car window.
“This is 15 minutes from our door and
it is a world completely different from
our own,” he remembered saying. 

      
Before going our separate ways

he flipped open to a page in a book he
had handed me earlier titled “A
Framework for Understanding
Poverty.” He opened to a couple sec-
tions he suggested I read, part of his
determination for me to gain a nomi-
nal understanding of the issues these
kids face. 

      
Driving home I reflected on the

different homes, faces, and stories.
While undeniably a chilling experi-
ence, I remembered a comment he
made earlier how he felt there was a
“vortex of good stuff going on” at
Youth Homes. In the daunting world
of foster care, this organization pushes
forward with an unremitting desire to
learn, improve, and make a difference
only 15 minutes from our doors.

Youth Homes staff at their annual summer barbecue Photos provided

Youth Homes CEO Stuart McCullough
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$1099

$1099

(regular price $18, 
seniors and kids $16)

(regular price $18, 
seniors and kids $16)

Orinda Village 1 Camino Sobrante #5, Orinda (Across from Safeway, Next to Starbucks) 925-254-7474
Rheem Valley Plaza 564 Center St., Moraga (Between TJMaxx & CVS, Next to Massage Envy) 925-376-9000

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm • Sat 8am-7pm • Sun 8am-7pm

Mardi Gras Gala Planned to Fund
Crohn’s Vaccine Research
By Sophie Braccini

Anthony Gout (Hall’s son)

Planning a benefit gala is never
easy, but as Orinda activist

Hannabelle Hall puts it, “When it in-
volves your kids, you just do it.” 

      
Hall and two other Orinda moth-

ers, Dina Fiatarone and Christine Pitt,
are organizing a Mardi Gras fundrais-
ing gala in February, with all proceeds
going to fund Crohn's disease MAP
vaccine research.  

      
The three organizers are mothers

of young adults whose lives have
been profoundly altered by the onset
of Crohn's disease.  “This disease is
horrific and can be fatal,” says Hall.
According to the Crohn’s and Colitis
Foundation of America, up to
700,000 people in the United States
have Crohn’s, a debilitating inflam-

matory disease that can affect the en-
tire digestive tract from the mouth
down.  Men and women are equally
likely to be affected, and while the
disease can occur at any age, Crohn’s
is more prevalent among adolescents
and young adults between the ages of
15 and 35. 

      
There is no cure for the disease,

but there are ways to manage it.  Un-
fortunately, management can include
painful surgeries and medication that
can have disturbing side effects. 

      
But Hall believes that Professor

John Hermon-Taylor at King's Col-
lege London has discovered the real
origin of the disease – a bacteria, My-
cobacterium avium subspecies
paratuberculosis, or MAP – and has
developed a vaccine to combat it.
“Groups all over the world are now
raising funds to finance the start of
human trials,” explains Hall. She says
that foundations give money to
emerging research, and that corpora-
tions invest to develop drugs that have
al- ready been tested on humans, but
that there is a funding gap between
the two that is hard to fill. 

      
So far, associations around the

globe have collected half of the nec-
essary funds for the continued MAP
vaccine research.  Another $330,000
is necessary, and the three Orinda
mothers intend to do their part.

      
“My first fundraising event was

the Orinda Fun Dog Show last Octo-
ber,” says Hall. “That is where I met
Dina and Christine.” The three recon-
vened in the days that followed the
event and brainstormed their next
steps.  “We wanted something very
fun that would get people excited,”
says Hall, who spent her childhood in
Louisiana and always had fond mem-
ories of the exuberance of Mardi
Gras.  “I remember the music, the
food, people dancing in the streets,”
she says. “Planning an event in Feb-
ruary, Mardi Gras seemed to be the
best idea.”

      
A self-professed wallflower, Hall

says she has relied on Fiatarone and
Pitt, who are more socially connected,
to start making phone calls.  Friends
such as Ksenija Olmer gave them ad-
vice on how to organize their event,
the auction and the entertainment.
“So many people have come forward
to help,” says Fiatarone, “it has been

very empowering.”  

      
Attune Wines of Sonoma County

will be donating wine for the wine
tasting, and Serge Hanne, who was
executive chef at the Blackhawk
Country Club, will use the sausages
donated by Fabrique Delice, the
French artisanal charcuterie of Oak-
land, for the jambalaya, and Orinda’s
Republic of Cakes has donated cup-
cakes, says Hall.  Corporate sponsors
are also helping such as Orinda Vil-
lage Associates and Forma Gym in
Walnut Creek. The gala will take
place from 5 to 11 p.m. Feb. 6 at the
Lafayette Community Center, where
there will be music by Rue Prince
band, and people are expected to
dance into the night after the dinner.

      
“This is an opportunity for people

to have a great night of fun and also
to become part of history,” says Hall,
who is keeping her sights on the main
goal: Having a Crohn's disease vac-
cine to give her son and all those af-
fected by Crohn's disease, and a
chance at a normal life.

      
For tickets, visit: http://ahall-

gout.wix.com/mardigrasgala. For
more information about Crohn’s dis-
ease, visit www.ccfa.org.  For infor-
mation about the Crohn’s MAP
vaccine, visit www.crohnsmapvac-
cine.com.

Maria Pitt

Jimmy Fiatarone Photos provided 

From left: Dina Fiatarone and Annabelle Hall Photo Sophie Braccini 



With rates skyrocketing for
hotel rooms and home

stays around the Super Bowl 50
weekend, I figured that property
owners in Lamorinda would partic-
ipate in the shakedown.  And why
shouldn’t they?  We’re only a few
hundred dollar-limo ride from
Levi’s Stadium, and visitors staying
in Lamorinda will have less to
worry about safety-wise than nearly
any other place in the Bay Area.

     
I used the four-day period of

Feb. 4-8 as my example when I
called around to Lamorinda real
estate agents to ask if they had
seen any interest from their clients
in renting for that big game week-
end.

      
“Not really,” was all I could get

from Julie del Santo, broker at the
Dudum Group, though I do believe
I heard the sounds of a child in the
background who required more of
her attention that I did.  I then tried
Dana Green of Pacific Union.  

      
“I don’t really know anybody

who’s trying,” said Green. “They
probably don’t need us for that, any-
way.”  She directed me to Airbnb,
VRBO and Craigslist, and she also
supplied me with a dose of reality.  

      
“The renters probably don’t

want the cities to know about it,”
she said. 

      
VRBO, Vacation Rentals by

Owner, part of the Home Away
group, listed very few availabilities

in Lamorinda. A stunning custom
adobe estate in Hunsaker Canyon
blew me away: only $1,150 a night
for those four days.  But Karen
Schneider, the owner, told me she
had received no requests for that pe-
riod. “It is not rented for Super
Bowl weekend and we have not
made any special effort to do so. We
are sort of enjoying the lull since
December and New Year’s,” she
said. 

      
Craigslist posted a rental in

Orinda – a 2 bedroom, 1150 square
foot flat – for only $125 a night.
Surely the opportunity was there to
make a killing for the big game
weekend.  I asked the owner what it
would cost to rent for that four-day
period.

      
“Sorry, the minimum required

stay is two weeks,” was the re-
sponse I received through the web-
site.

      
Airbnb property owners were

my last resort. I contacted the owner
of this breathtaking property for rent
near Camino Encinas in Orinda:

      
“Grand executive 5-bedroom, 5-

bathroom home with
pool/spa/BBQ/sports court. 5-
minute walk to BART and town. A
truly unique property with two fire-
places (kitchen & great room) inside
and one outdoor fireplace. Will host
family or group for business or fun.”
Perfect.  And a reasonable $3,975
for the four nights.  

      
“Hmmm.  I haven’t had any in-

terest so far, but you’ve reminded
me that I should probably raise the
price for that weekend,” said the
owner. Not only that, but he pointed
out another angle to fatten the
golden goose.

      
“There’s the two-week lull be-

fore the game. As the game ap-
proaches, and last-minute visitors
from the teams’ cities need lodging,
interest may increase,” he said.

      
The owner of an Airbnb “clean

and bright townhome in Moraga,”
who had not heard from any
prospective clients yet, needed no
jump start from me. “Of course I’ve
thought about that,” she said. “I’ve
doubled the price for that weekend.
And I don’t really know much about
football.”  She does know econom-
ics.

      
Which may explain what is re-

ally going on here: economics. The
affluent residents of Lamorinda un-
derstand the rules of supply and de-
mand, and if they are going to take
advantage of this special event win-
dow, they will probably not adver-
tise until the last minute when they
can charge visitors from Denver and
Charlotte a lot more than they can
today. 

      
And if they haven’t thought

about that, then they can thank their
humble columnist for bringing this
wonderful opportunity to their at-
tention. 
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   Old Firehouse School 
enrolling for the 

   2016-2017 school year

   Lafayette Open House        
       Jan.25th, Feb.22nd 
                  6:30 p.m.
        984 Moraga Road            
          (925) 284-4321  

   Walnut Creek Open House    
Jan.11th, Feb.8th  

               6:30 p.m.
55 Eckley Lane               
(925) 934-1507

     Award Winning Program

Open Houses are for 
        adults only

                  www.oldfirehouseschool.com
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Colleges You Ought to Know
By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

What makes a “good” college?
Sometimes it’s a school that

has a familiar name. But often times
it isn’t. Students who are beginning
their very first college search should
keep in mind that some very “good”
colleges are ones they have never
heard of before.

      
In Northern California we are

blessed to have several very fine and
very well-known research universi-
ties, among them Stanford and the
University of California at Berkeley.
These schools enroll some of the
brightest minds in the world. But
these are also among the most diffi-
cult places to gain admission. Last
year Stanford accepted only five per-
cent of the students for its incoming
freshman Class of 2016. Berkeley ac-
cepted only 16 percent. Each year ac-
ceptance rates to selective colleges
decline, the number of applicants
rises, while the number of available
seats in a freshman class does not.
Hence the frenzy related to selective
college admissions.

      
One key sign of a “good” college

is their four-year graduation rate.  Last
year Stanford reported that 76 percent
of students who entered in 2010 grad-
uated within four years. UC Berke-
ley’s graduation rate was 72 percent,
UCLA’s was 69 percent and Davis
only graduated 51 percent within four
years. Why use this indicator? Be-
cause, in my humble opinion, the
four-year graduation rate is the best
measure of how well colleges do their
job. Interestingly, there are many
schools that, while less selective, do
at least as well as Stanford at gradu-
ating a freshman class. One example
is a public university: the University
of Virginia. This school took 30 per-
cent of its applicants last year and had
a better graduation rate than Stanford,
Cal and each of the other UC cam-
puses. Eighty-seven percent of its

2010 freshman class graduated on
time.  It even beat Harvard (86 per-
cent) – but only by a smidgen! 

      
This example helps show that se-

lectivity only measures demand for
seats in the freshman class, and selec-
tivity may not always directly corre-
late with the quality of the education
that a college offers, or how well that
school retains and graduates the stu-
dents they accept. Higher education is
the only service business that is rated
in part by the percentage of potential
customers who do not get to use it. I
doubt that you read of banks or hos-
pitals that are considered the best be-
cause they turn more customers away.
Service businesses are highly re-
garded when they provide superior
customer service, which strong col-
leges do for their students and alumni,
giving them a good education and
graduating them on time. This in-
cludes helping them to set academic
and career directions early in their
college years, and providing opportu-
nities to test those directions both in
the classroom and through experi-
ences and internships beyond course-
work. It also means building and
supporting a strong professional net-
work that will be there for the rest of
their graduates’ lives.

      
There are many good colleges in

the U.S. that offer as much for their
students as Stanford, UC Berkeley
and the University of Virginia. Their
names are less familiar to college-
bound students and families because
they are in less popular locations. As
a college advisor I often feel that the
U.S. is very small indeed – students
who are willing to explore new places
outside of California are in a far more
advantageous positon from an admis-
sions perspective than their peers who
wish to stay with familiar and well
known places like San Francisco, Los
Angeles, New York and Boston.

Other good colleges may be less well
known because they have smaller stu-
dent bodies, or more regional alumni
bases. They might have lower profiles
because their football or basketball
teams are not covered by the national
media or their faculty is not always
quoted for breaking news stories. But
these good colleges do accept a larger
percentage of the students who are in-
terested in joining their freshman
class.  And the best news is that those
who take advantage of the resources
provided by these schools can reap
the same or even better rewards had
they gone to one of the ‘elite’ schools.

      
This year I will tell you about a

few of these schools. Some are small
liberal arts colleges, others larger and
more comprehensive universities, of-
fering undergraduate and advanced
degrees as well. Some may be in
places you know and others in places
that might be unfamiliar. But all of
them do what a good college is sup-
posed to do. 

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is an
independent college advisor who
draws upon 25 years of higher
education experience to help guide
and support the college admissions
process for students and their families.
Dr. LaScala is a member of NACAC,
WACAC and HECA.  She can be
contacted at (925) 891-4491 or
elizabeth@doingcollege.com.  Visit
www.doingcollege.com for more
information about her services.

Where’s the Greed, Lamorinda?
By Nick Marnell
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Town Hall Theatre of
Lafayette was honored with

a record-breaking seven Shellie
Awards, including an award for
the Outstanding Production of the
Year, for its 2015 production of
“Angels in America: Millennium

Approaches. ”  The awards were
bestowed at a lavish black-tie cer-
emony Jan. 16 at the Lesher Cen-
ter For The Arts in Walnut Creek.   

     
Patterned after the Tony

awards, the Shellies have honored
outstanding achievement in the

performing arts for the last 37
years in Contra Costa County,
and for the third year in a row,
Town Hall Theatre has been se-
lected from among 10 local the-
atre companies to receive the
prestigious Outstanding Produc-

tion of the Year award.

     
“I’m thrilled that theatre pro-

fessionals selected Town Hall to
receive the highest honor of the
night,” said the company’s board
president Lauren Rosi. “These ac-
colades confirm what we already
knew: that Town Hall consis-
tently provides our community
with a first class artistic experi-
ence.” 

     
Four of the awards Town Hall

won were for its jaw-dropping
production of “Angels in Amer-
ica: Millennium Approaches” in
February 2015.  “Millennium” is
the first part of Tony Kushner’s
epic Pulitzer-winning master-
piece about the unfolding of the
AIDS epidemic in America.  In
addition to the Outstanding Pro-
duction award, “Angels” won
awards for Best Director (Joel
Roster), Best Supporting Actor
(Dennis Markam), and Best Sup-
porting Actress (Kerri Shawn).
The awards for “Angels” come as
Town Hall prepares to launch its
conclusion of Kushner’s saga,
“Angels in America: Pere-
stroika,” which will open in Feb-
ruary at Town Hall. 

     
“For a ‘riskier’ endeavor, it’s

incredible to see the play received
so warmly,” said Artistic Director
Joel Roster.  “And with ‘Pere-
stroika’ just around the corner, it’s
fair to say that we’re just getting
warmed up.”   

     
Town Hall also won two

awards for its production of the
musical “Company” from Octo-
ber 2014: Best Supporting Ac-
tress (Suzie Shepard) and Best
Lighting Design (David Lam).
Town Hall Theatre Managing Di-
rector Dennis Markam, who has
filled multiple roles at the com-
pany over the past seven years,
received a special Contribution to
the Arts award.

     
Numerous local government

officials, including Lafayette Vice
Mayor Mike Anderson and the
mayors of Walnut Creek, Con-
cord, San Ramon, Antioch and
Brentwood, attended the glitzy
awards ceremony.  In introducing
himself, Anderson noted that he
was “from the little city of

Lafayette, home of the great
Town Hall Theatre.”   

     
Town Hall’s next production

“Angels in America: Pere-
stroika,” which is R-rated, opens
on Saturday, Feb. 27.  Included in
the show’s program will be a
summary of events of “Millen-
nium,” leading up to the start of
“Perestroika.” For those desiring
further information on Part I,
staged readings of “Millennium”
will be taking place on Saturday
afternoons during the run of “Per-
estroika.” Tickets for both Part I
and Part II, which cost $25 to
$32, can be purchased online at
www.townhallthreatre.com or by
calling the box office at (925)
283-1557.
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Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in 

Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977 today

We're happy with the results achieved by advertising 

in Lamorinda Weekly so far.  

We expect to continue for another 13 weeks.  It's a

pleasure to work with you.  Thanks. Bruce

Town Hall’s “Angels in America” Wins Best Play Award
THT’s Part II ‘Perestroika’ production opens Feb. 27
Submitted by Linda Drucker

“Angels in America: Millennium Approaches” cast on stage to receive the Outstanding Production of the Year
award.  Photos Mike Kirwan

Town Hall Theatre cast of “Company” performs at the Jan. 16 Shellie Awards in Walnut Creek.

NCL Celebrates
Volunteerism and
Leadership Development
Submitted by Lauren Webster

Photo Jackie Welch

The National Charity League,
Inc. - Acalanes Area Chapter,

which performed over 10,000 hours
of hands-on volunteerism in 2015,
hosted its prospective member and
all-chapter meetings Jan. 10 at
Moraga Valley Presbyterian

Church.  This local philanthropy or-
ganization fosters leadership devel-
opment and encourages cultural
experiences in girls who live in the
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda
areas.  For more information, visit
www.nclacalanesarea.org.

Dennis Markam Best Supporting
Actor In A Play

Lafayette Vice Mayor Mike Ander-
son presenting Shellie Award for
Musical Direction
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Community Service
We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the

subject header In Service to the Community.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P     

     
y    

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist …
Find cook for better nutrition
Get driver to appointments, groceries
Get help with laundry & changing sheets
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles

CALL SENIOR HELPERS
We can assist with these activities and more.  

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

Care. Comfort. Compassion.
When you need it most.

Bonded and insured.
Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC

Troop 200 Honors New Eagle
Scouts 
Submitted by Suzanne Everly

From left: Kyle Everly, Connor Williams, Nico Brightbill and TJ Low. Photo Dawn Brightbill

Boy Scout Troop 200, chartered by Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Lafayette,

honored its most recent Eagle Scouts, Kyle
Everly, Connor Williams, Nicholas “Nico”
Brightbill, and Anthony “TJ” Low at a National
Court of Honor ceremony, held on Sunday, Jan.
10 at St. Perpetua Church in Lafayette. 

      
To become an Eagle, the candidate must

earn a minimum of 21 merit badges, including
13 Eagle-required badges, demonstrate leader-
ship and scout spirit, and successfully complete
an Eagle service project that benefits the com-
munity.

      
For his Eagle project Everly, a senior at

Acalanes High School, constructed and hung
backpack racks for four classrooms on the 800
wing at Stanley Middle School. Williams, a sen-
ior at Bentley School in Lafayette, planned and
carried out a donation drive to replenish the art
and game supplies for Youth Engagement Ad-
vocacy and Housing (YEAH), a seasonal home-
less shelter for youth, located in Berkeley,
California. Acalanes senior Brightbill designed
and built four large, heavy-duty wooden utility

carts for Burton Valley Elementary School. The
carts are used daily all over campus for move-
ment of goods (e.g. library books, compost/re-
cycling in the cafeteria.) And Acalanes senior
Low refurbished ten wooden picnic tables for
Burton Valley Elementary School by replacing
boards, bolts and screws. He finished the project
by repainting all the tables.

      
Troop 200 recently celebrated its 10th an-

niversary. Founded in 2006, Troop 200 contin-
ues to thrive by operating a program that is
compelling, exciting and challenging for its
youth. In addition to planning many outings and
advancement opportunities, Troop 200 is proud
to provide over 1,000 community service hours
in the Lamorinda community and the greater
East Bay. The troop provides many leadership
opportunities for its youth and adult leaders. Its
youth leaders plan meetings, outings and activ-
ities under the mentorship of a dedicated group
of uniformed leaders and parent volunteers.
Membership applications are currently being ac-
cepted. For questions, please contact Scoutmas-
ter Mark Weyland at jadesigns@sbcglobal.net.

The Moraga Historical Society
Concludes its Celebration of  50 Years
Submitted by Susan Sperry

Photo provided

Following the 50th Anniversary Banquet of
the Moraga Historical Society, featuring

Laura Akley, architectural historian and author
of “San Francisco’s Jewel City: The Panama-
Pacific International Exposition of 1915,” sec-
ond vice president Dick Olsen orchestrated a
fun-filled, informational “Romeria” (field trip)
highlighting Exposition art and architecture. The
group traveled to the De Young Museum to
view masterpieces that were displayed at the
Palace of Fine Arts during the Exposition, some
of which have not been viewed since the culmi-

nation of the event. Then it was off to the Palace
of Fine Arts to view a model of the Exposition
and learn more of the planning and execution of
this spectacular undertaking. The trip concluded
at the California Historical Society Museum. 

      
Membership in the Moraga Historical So-

ciety enables you to receive the “Quarterly” – a
publication filled with Moraga, Contra Costa
and California historical information and fasci-
nating stories. For membership information,
contact Bill Lund at (925) 376-3520 or the His-
tory Center at (925) 377-8734.

Burton Valley AIM Class Shoots
High to Raise Money for The
Hidden Genius Project
Submitted by Cathy Martinsen

Photo provided

The Book Bonanza is an annual fundraiser
that has been a long-standing tradition at

Burton Valley Elementary School. Every year,
students from Ms. Martinsen’s class collect,
price, and, of course, sell books … at incredibly
low prices (some books are as cheap as 10
cents). All proceeds go to a charitable cause, and
this year the students chose to support The Hid-
den Genius Project. Based in Oakland, this non-
profit organization provides Oakland (and
surrounding area) black male youths with the
knowledge, skills, mentors, and experiences to
obtain and create technological jobs in this new,
global, 21st-century economy. The whole

fourth- and fifth-grade class banded together to
complete each step in the process, and after
three weeks of collections and pricing, the two-
day sale was on. Classes from the Burton Valley
community came to support the AIM class, buy-
ing books and dropping in donations to the do-
nation jar. After the frenzy, the students counted
their change bags and were thrilled to realize
they had surpassed their goal and actually raised
$1,439.21. The students presented a check to
Brandon Nicholson of The Hidden Genius Proj-
ect right after winter break and felt good know-
ing they had made a difference in many
disadvantaged children’s lives.

Lafayette Rotary Continues
Donation of  Coats and Gifts to
Families in Need
Submitted by Michael Heller

From left: Norma Evens, Michael Heller, Dino Rigio and Mike Henn Photo Andy Scheck 

For the last 13 years the Rotary Club of
Lafayette has been collecting coats for the

Concord Shelter and Shelter Inc. in Martinez
and delivering wrapped gifts to the children of
families at Shelter Inc.  Rotary club member
Peggy Harbarth started this project after reading
about the need for coats and other items in the
newspaper, and along with Joan Heller, set the
wheels in motion to have this project as part of

its annual Holiday Party meeting.  Today Shelter
Inc. has a great program where the public can
call up and get a family assignment to shop for
exactly what the family needs, then wrap the
presents and bring them to the office in Con-
cord. Lafayette Rotary would like to thank all
community members who dropped off coats at
the Lafayette Chamber office and at Blodgett’s
Abbey Carpet and Flooring.
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 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LLIIVVIINNGG TTRRUUSSTT 
$$669955 
CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAIINNIITTIIAALL 

CCOONNSSUULLTTAATTIIOONN FFRREEEE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until February 29, 2016

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LIVING TRUST 
$695 
COMPLETE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAINITIAL 

CONSULTATION FREE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 

• Trust Agreement
• Pour Over Will
• Guardianship of Minor Children
• Power of Attorney for Finance
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust
• Advanced Medical Directive

Located in the Treat Towers
1255 Treat Blvd., Ste. 300
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Grateful Moraga Couple Applauds
MOFD Response 
By Nick Marnell

At about 2 a.m. on Dec. 22,
Moraga Bluffs resident Tom

McCormack was sitting on his bed
and he said that he couldn’t
breathe. “He told me to call 911,”
said his wife, Millicent.  Accord-
ing to the dispatch records of that
night’s emergency call, the Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District crew ar-
rived in 11 minutes and they
immediately commenced continu-
ous positive air- way pressure ther-
apy, a procedure used for years by
fire departments and other emer-
gency service providers.

      
“My husband fought them over

the mask they tried to put on his
face,” said McCormack. She and

the paramedics convinced her hus-
band that wearing the mask would
probably save his life.

      
The mask that the paramedics

strap over the patient’s nose and
mouth attaches to a tube connected
to the ambulance oxygen supply.
For many patients who have trouble
breathing, like McCormack’s hus-
band, slamming a mask against their
face seems counterintuitive.  Con-
vincing the patient to allow the in-
trusion of that mask is often a
stressful aspect of the emergency
call, according to firefighter-para-
medic Dave Iman.

      
The crew bundled up the patient

and carried him into the ambulance

and drove him to Kaiser Medical
Center in Walnut Creek, where he
spent two days in the intensive care
unit before he was released. 

      
“The MOFD crew knew what

they were doing.  The Kaiser doctor
said that the crew saved my hus-
band’s life with the use of that
mask,” said McCormack.

      
“I can’t say if we saved his life,

but with the mask the patient was
definitely better off,” said fire-
fighter-paramedic Andrew Leach.

      
McCormack says: “We're all in

the ‘departure lounge’ of life. None
of us know whose plane is taking
off first.  I'm just grateful to God that
I still have my Tom.”

Tom and Millicent McCormack Photo Andy Scheck

‘A Brilliant Young Mind’
By Sophie Braccini

Understanding the inner
workings of a teenage mind

on the autistic spectrum is not
easy, but in “A Brilliant Young
Mind,” British director Morgan
Matthews manages to lift a corner
of the veil, exposing the world of
a young math genius on the spec-
trum, and allowing the audience
to feel that they can reach out to
this young man and accompany
him on his journey.  While the
film, at times, tries a little too
hard to manipulate the audience’s
emotions, this small weakness is
amply compensated by the sensi-
tive and remarkable perform-
ances of all of the actors involved.

     
Nathan (Asa Butterfield) is a

teenage boy who was diagnosed

with autism at a young age.
Lacking the ability to understand
emotions, he instead has an ex-
ceptional gift for mathematics.
Nathan finds the security he
needs in numbers and predictable
sequences, and he says that there
is nothing he likes more than
mathematics.  The young boy
works with a private professor
and is selected to go to Taipei,
Taiwan, to train with other youth
who want to be selected for the
International Mathematical
Olympiad.  There he meets a Chi-
nese girl mathematician, Zhang
Mei, and is faced with a different
type of challenge.

     
Throughout the movie,

Nathan struggles with expres-

sions of love.  His father, who
was the only one able to connect
with him and make him laugh,
was killed in a car accident when
he was little.  Nathan’s mother,
longing to share emotions with
her son, has more difficulty.  Sally
Hawkins who plays the mother
gives a very subtle interpretation
of her role.  She is vulnerable,
well intended and fragile. The de-
piction of her struggle to live a
full life as a woman and a mother
is shown with compassion, but
could have been more developed.  

     
Butterfield as Nathan is as so-

cially challenged as expected, but
with a charm and candor that con-
nects with the audience.  His dif-
ficulties to make sense of love,
his fears and blockings are more
moving than awkward, and one
ends up feeling empathy for the
young man.  

     
Some scenes in the movie are

funny; others are quite dramatic.
As Nathan joins the group of
young mathematicians in Taipei,
he meets another boy on the spec-
trum. Nathan is never abused or
taunted, while the other boy is.
His oddities are not as charming
somehow.  What ensues makes
the spectator wonder what society
accepts and supports when it
comes to eccentricity.  Is one ac-
cepted because he is cuter, qui-
eter, or more submissive to the
norm? Audience members will
find the end both moving and
heart-warming.

     
“A Brilliant Young Mind” is

part of the Orinda International
Film Showcase and will run for
one week beginning Jan. 29 at the
Orinda Theatre.  Beginning its
sixth year, the showcase has been
bringing premieres of foreign
films selected by Efi Lubliner and
Jo Alice Canterbury to Orinda.
“A Brilliant Young Mind” will be
a Bay Area premiere.

Photo provided

WILLIAM REGINALD 
SHEPHERD, JR., 83

William (Bill) Reginald
Shepherd, Jr. of Lafayette,
California passed away peacefully
on Sunday, January 17, 2016 after a
long and valiant battle against
Parkinson’s Disease.  Bill was born
in Fargo, North Dakota to Zoe and
William Shepherd, Sr. and spent his
childhood in Pittsburg, California. 

Bill had a successful career in
the auto business as the owner of
several car dealerships, including
Shepherd Chevrolet, Shepherd

Volkswagen, Shepherd Pontiac, and Shepherd Honda/Suzuki.   He was
given his love of cars by his father who owned Chevrolet dealerships in
Pittsburg and Antioch.  Young Bill washed windows at his father’s
dealership and took note of how to run a successful business.   In 1990, Bill
was honored by being named Time Magazine’s Car Dealer of the Year.
        Bill graduated from Acalanes High School (1951) and attended
Stanford University and University of Oregon, earning his degree in 1955.
During college, Bill enlisted in the Air Force and served four years as a
Reservist.  
        Bill was introduced to the love of his life, Mary Jo Miller, by dear
friends while water skiing on the Sacramento River.  Their meeting was
“love at first sight”, and the two married three months later in 1961.  Soon
after their marriage, they started to grow their family and had four boys in
the span of six years.  Life was full, fun and exciting with summers spent
on the lake at Tahoe and winter weekends spent skiing at Squaw Valley.
Bill and Mary Jo loved raising their family in Lafayette and took great pride
in all that their boys achieved.  When asked how they happened to have
four boys who were all so tall, they replied, “A lot of love.”  Bill had a
generous nature and welcomed strangers as if they were family.  He took a
genuine interest in the lives of others and enjoyed sharing stories into the
wee hours of the morning.  
        Bill enjoyed boating on Lake Tahoe and acquired several antique
wooden boats over the years.  He was able to enjoy rides on the lake last
summer, which was a highlight during his final year.  Bill and Mary Jo
loved traveling together, entertaining, spending time with friends, dining at
Trader Vic’s, vacationing in Hawaii, cheering on the Golden Bears,
celebrating Christmas, and skiing.  As a couple, they hardly spent a day
apart.  It was rare to find Bill without a book in his hand, as he was an avid
reader.  Bill enjoyed hunting and the outdoors.  He was also a supporter of
Boy Scouts, proudly leading all four sons to receive their Eagle Scout
award.  
        Above all, Bill loved his family.  Family was the center of his life.  He
was an incredibly devoted and caring husband, a loving and supportive
father, and a dedicated “Grampy” to his grandchildren.  He is survived by
his wife Mary Jo of 55 years; his sister Nancy Hudson of Alamo; his sons
William, Robert (Kimberly), Richard (Lisa), and James (Jennifer).  He is
also survived by his ten grandchildren:  Katherine, Morgan, Kristoffer,
Anne, Elizabeth, Amanda, Jeffrey, John, Matthew and Sarah.
        The family would like to extend their heartfelt gratitude to Vic
Guiterrez for his loving care and support of Bill and Mary Jo during Bill’s
illness.  We will forever appreciate the loving friendship he shared with
Bill.  
        Bill will be remembered for his kindness, ready smile, saint-like
patience, quick one-liners and humor, captivating storytelling, genuine
character, and warm personality.  Bill’s sons and grandchildren will continue
his legacy while holding their cherished father and grandfather in their
hearts.
        A memorial service will be held on Friday, February 5, 2016 at 4:00
PM at the Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church (49 Knox Drive,
Lafayette).  A celebration of Bill’s life will follow immediately at Orinda
Country Club (315 Camino Sobrante, Orinda).  
        In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts in Bill’s honor may be made to The
Friends of Cal Crew – 10 Clay Street, Suite 200, Oakland, CA 94607 or by
visiting http://calcrew.com/donate.html

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting

new
patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda

(925) 254-3725
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Not to be missed Not to be missed
Lamorinda’s

Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

ART

The Lafayette Art Gallery’s newest
show, titled “12x12” will run through
Feb. 28. It will feature small works all
done in a 1-foot by 1-foot format with
some other, larger works in a square
format also on display. In addition, the
talented group of local member artists
will be exhibiting numerous new
works in various mediums: ceramics,
glass works, sculpture and jewelry.
February will theme around Valen-
tine’s Day, with extra emphasis on jew-
elry and gifts. For info, visit
www.lafayetteartgallery.com.

Diablo Fine Art Gallery is presenting
a one-day exhibition of nearly 30
paintings by well-known plein-air artist
and instructor, Mark Jezierny, from 2
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30. Refresh-
ments will be served and there is no
cost. For info, call (925) 933-4ART or
visit www.diablofineart.com.

Jennifer Perlmutter Exhibit - Col-
lage and MixedMedia Paintings. In a
collection of paintings by the artist,
Jennifer Perlmutter uses ephemera and
a variety of media to tell her story of
surprises in the everyday. Processing
life and creativity through collage and
painting, Perlmutter expresses an emo-
tional world view like a writer with a
diary. The exhibit runs through Feb. 5.
For info, call (925) 284-1485 or visit
www.jenniferperlmuttergallery.com.

MUSIC

Contra Costa Chorale presents
“Amazing Grace.”Celebrating the rich
musical heritage of the African and
African-American cultures in commem-
oration of the 50th Anniversary of the
Civil Rights March in Selma. The con-
cert will feature African drummers and
accompanist Cara Bradbury. The con-
cert starts at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29 at
St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Walnut
Creek. All tickets sold at the door.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Concert Series presents renowned
jazz and blues vocalist Faye Carol,
with Joe Warner on piano, in a program
of tremendous variety, spanning blues,
stride piano, funk, boogie-woogie,
straight-ahead jazz, and The Great
American Songbook at 4 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 31 at OSLC, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette.

THEATER

Role Players Ensemble presents
“Good People” by David Lindsay-
Abaire. Quirky, unpredictable and
grounded in a genuine humor that
comes from hitting rock bottom,
“Good People” will have you laughing
one moment and crying the next as it
explores the nature of our loyalties and
our hopes. The show runs Jan. 29
through Feb. 14 – 8 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sunday at Vil-
lage Theatre, 233 Front Street,
Danville. Tickets: $20-28; online at
www.RolePlayersEnsemble.com; at
Danville Community Center, 420
Front St, Danville; or call (925) 314-
3400.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

A free lecture series, “Shared Hu-
manity, Different Faiths”will be pre-
sented by Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Church, at 433 Moraga Way, Orinda
from 7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday evenings
with Rabbi Mates-Mushin (Judaism)
on Jan. 13; Professor Ali Ataie (Islam)
on Jan. 20; Father Nicholas Borzghol
(Orthodox) on Jan. 27; Dr. Kyle
Schiefelbein (Lutheran) on Feb. 3. Add
to your understanding of current
events. All are welcome.

Moraga Movers and the Moraga Li-
brary present “Book Talking” at 2
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10. This pro-
gram will take place in the Mosaic
Room at the Hacienda de Las Flores,
2100 Donald Drive. Joann Reid will
discuss “In the Kingdom of Ice” by
Hampton Sides. This hour-long pro-
gram will consist of a brief book re-
view, including critical viewpoints and
key components of the book as well as
time for discussion.

Zulu nurse and healthcare activist
Sister Abegail Ntleko, author of
“Empty Hands” and a recipient of His
Holiness, the Dalai Lama's Unsung

Heroes of Compassion Award will be
visiting from South Africa to share her
incredible story of overcoming
poverty, racism, and sexism to earn her
education, and live a life in service to
her community by adopting dozens of
children orphaned by the HIV/AIDS
pandemic over the course of her eighty
years. This free program will be held
from 7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24
at the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center in the Community Hall. Regis-
ter online at tinyurl.com/EmptyHand-
sLAF.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Lafayette Library and Learning
Center presents “After School Anime
with Asian Snacks” from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 28 in the Teen
Center. Watch an anime film while en-
joying some snacks. Register online at
tinyurl.com/LAFanime. 

From Feb. 1-29, take part in the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter’s Geocaching Adventure. LLLC
will hide multiple caches throughout
Lafayette. Find them all to be entered
into a raffle to win various prizes such
as gift cards and books. After register-
ing, pick up your geocaching log start-
ing Feb. 1 at the Information Desk.
Register online at tinyurl.com/LAF-
geocache.

Groundhog Day and Shadow Play
at the Moraga Library from 4 to 5
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 2. We'll listen to
a story about Groundhog Day and then
make shadows on the wall, draw sil-
houettes, and do a craft. This event for
children and families is free; no regis-
tration necessary. 

Join Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
for a festival service celebrating the
New Orleans tradition of Carnival at
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2. Featuring
the Jambalaya Jazz Band, kids’ activi-
ties, creative reflection time for adults,
and king cake, beignets and beverages,
there will be something for everyone,
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. For more
info, call (925) 283-3722 or visit
www.oslc.net.

The Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center presents Teen Monthly
Makers - MinecraftEdu from 3:30 to 5
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9 in the Arts and
Science room. Register online at
tinyurl.com/LAFminecraft.

February Holiday Crafts at the
Moraga Library from 4 to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 9. Mardi Gras, Chinese
New Year, Valentine's Day – make
crafts to celebrate February holidays!
This event for children and families is
free, no registration necessary. 

Practice SAT - The American Asso-
ciation of University Women
(AAUW) Scholarship Committee has
scheduled two tests for 8:30 a.m.
check-in: one on Jan. 30 at Miramonte
High School in Orinda, and the other
on Feb. 20 at Campolindo High School
in Moraga. A week or so later, parents
and students return to receive their
scores and participate in an interpretive
discussion. Space is limited. Registra-
tion required. Cost: $35. For more in-
formation and to register for the test,
visit the website at Miramonte: oml-
ca.aauw.net/mhs/ or at Campolindo:
oml-ca.aauw.net/chs/.

Contra Costa Camp and School Fair
– 4th annual free event with booths
for camps, schools, preschool, daycare,
STEM and STEAM programs, sports,
martial arts, gymnastics, enrichment,
performing arts, scouts and family va-
cations from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday,
Feb 21 at Acalanes High School, 1200
Pleasant Hill Rd., Lafayette. Free ad-
mission and parking. For info, visit
www.ContraCostaCampFair.com.

The 30th session of the California
State Summer School for the Arts
seeks teen artists, writers and perform-
ers for summer 2016 (July 9 through
Aug. 5 – four Weeks of embracing cre-
ativity). Applications must be com-
pleted by Feb. 29. Financial aid
available. For info, visit
CSSSA.ca.gov. 

OTHER

Find your ‘furever’ friend at Com-
munity Concern for Cats weekend

adoption event. Hours are noon to 3
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 30 and 1 to 4
p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 31 at the
Lafayette Pet Food Express. Hours at
other sites are 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday. For more info, visit
www.communityconcernforcats.org.

Lamorinda Home Expo '16 - Meet
face-to-facewith leading design/build
firms, contractors, landscapers and
more between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 31 at the Lafayette Veterans
Memorial Building, 3780 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., Lafayette. Over 45 exhibitors –
all related to home improvement – will
be on site to discuss your plans, ideas,
issues or problems. Enter the free
drawing and take home a valuable re-
source guide that includes information
about each of the sponsors and ex-
hibitors. For info, visit www.HomeEx-
poEvents.com/Lamorinda.

Valley Stitchers and Fiber Artists
Guild will hold their February meeting
at 9:30 a.m. Monday, Feb. 1 at Faith
Lutheran Church 50 Woodsworth
Lane, Pleasant Hill. Marie Bergstedt
will be the February speaker. Visitors
are always welcome. There is a $5
charge per person.

The City of Lafayette is providing
another formal opportunity for the
residents and businesses to comment
on their Downtown Creeks Plan. A
community workshop is scheduled for
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2 at the Lafayette
Library’s Community Hall. Workshop
facilitators will present options for
creek enhancements and discuss prior-
ities. For more information, contact
Steven Goetz via email at
sgoetz@ci.lafayette.ca.us and visit
www.lovelafayette.org/creeksplan.

The Orinda Aquatics Masters, an
adult swimming program, will be of-
fering an evening workout at the Soda
Aquatic Center (Campolindo High
School) from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. running
through Feb 4. These workouts will be
held Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
evenings. Swimmers may pay $10 per
swim. For more info, contact Tiffany
Forbes at tforbes267@gmail.com.

Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox
Church 11th Annual Crab Feed and
Dance from 6 to 11 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
6. New and exciting this year: silent
auction. For non-crab lovers: chicken
is available by special advance order.
Dinner and Dance: $50.  Dinner tickets
must be purchased in advance. For
tickets and reservations, call Thea at
(925) 672-6799 or (925) 890-0918.

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
invites you to Caregiving: A Labor of
Love, a workshop for those caring for
family members, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, Feb. 6. The Rev. Dr. Mary
Holder Naegeli will be the guest
speaker and lunch plus breakout ses-
sions on various topics will be in-
cluded. Attendance is free, and adult
care will be provided; register by Feb.
1: ballen@mvpctoday.org.

The public is invited to a genealogy
workshop from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 6 at the Ygnacio Valley Li-
brary, 2661 Oak Grove Road, Walnut
Creek. The workshop is being given by
the Anne Loucks Chapter, Daughters
of the American Revolution, and will
include short lectures on various topics.
Coffee, tea and cookies will be pro-
vided. Please make a reservation by
calling (925) 938-9137 or email sally-
holcombe@mac.com. 

The Anne Loucks Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion has two scholarships available.
One is awarded annually to a student
entering college, and the second is a
one-time award to a mother re-entering
school.  The deadline for submitting
applications is Jan. 30.  For more de-
tails please contact E. A. George, PO
Box 2733, Danville, CA 94526.

Pixar's Chris Ford will address the
Moraga Movers dinner meeting at 5
p.m. Monday, Feb. 8. Members meet
at Saint Mary's College Soda Center at
5 p.m. for a social hour followed by
dinner at 6. Those who wish to find out
more about the Moraga Movers or
would like to attend this meeting
should go to www.moragamovers.org
or call (925) 376-6622.
                     ... continued on next page

ART

The Lafayette Art Gallery’s newest
show, titled “12x12” will run through
Feb. 28. It will feature small works all
done in a 1-foot by 1-foot format with
some other, larger works in a square
format also on display. In addition, the
talented group of local member artists
will be exhibiting numerous new
works in various mediums: ceramics,
glass works, sculpture and jewelry.
February will theme around Valen-
tine’s Day, with extra emphasis on jew-
elry and gifts. For info, visit
www.lafayetteartgallery.com.

Diablo Fine Art Gallery is presenting
a one-day exhibition of nearly 30
paintings by well-known plein-air artist
and instructor, Mark Jezierny, from 2
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30. Refresh-
ments will be served and there is no
cost. For info, call (925) 933-4ART or
visit www.diablofineart.com.

Jennifer Perlmutter Exhibit - Col-
lage and MixedMedia Paintings. In a
collection of paintings by the artist,
Jennifer Perlmutter uses ephemera and
a variety of media to tell her story of
surprises in the everyday. Processing
life and creativity through collage and
painting, Perlmutter expresses an emo-
tional world view like a writer with a
diary. The exhibit runs through Feb. 5.
For info, call (925) 284-1485 or visit
www.jenniferperlmuttergallery.com.

MUSIC

Contra Costa Chorale presents
“Amazing Grace.”Celebrating the rich
musical heritage of the African and
African-American cultures in commem-
oration of the 50th Anniversary of the
Civil Rights March in Selma. The con-
cert will feature African drummers and
accompanist Cara Bradbury. The con-
cert starts at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29 at
St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Walnut
Creek. All tickets sold at the door.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Concert Series presents renowned
jazz and blues vocalist Faye Carol,
with Joe Warner on piano, in a program
of tremendous variety, spanning blues,
stride piano, funk, boogie-woogie,
straight-ahead jazz, and The Great
American Songbook at 4 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 31 at OSLC, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette.

THEATER

Role Players Ensemble presents
“Good People” by David Lindsay-
Abaire. Quirky, unpredictable and
grounded in a genuine humor that
comes from hitting rock bottom,
“Good People” will have you laughing
one moment and crying the next as it
explores the nature of our loyalties and
our hopes. The show runs Jan. 29
through Feb. 14 – 8 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sunday at Vil-
lage Theatre, 233 Front Street,
Danville. Tickets: $20-28; online at
www.RolePlayersEnsemble.com; at
Danville Community Center, 420
Front St, Danville; or call (925) 314-
3400.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

A free lecture series, “Shared Hu-
manity, Different Faiths”will be pre-
sented by Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Church, at 433 Moraga Way, Orinda
from 7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday evenings
with Rabbi Mates-Mushin (Judaism)
on Jan. 13; Professor Ali Ataie (Islam)
on Jan. 20; Father Nicholas Borzghol
(Orthodox) on Jan. 27; Dr. Kyle
Schiefelbein (Lutheran) on Feb. 3. Add
to your understanding of current
events. All are welcome.

Moraga Movers and the Moraga Li-
brary present “Book Talking” at 2
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10. This pro-
gram will take place in the Mosaic
Room at the Hacienda de Las Flores,
2100 Donald Drive. Joann Reid will
discuss “In the Kingdom of Ice” by
Hampton Sides. This hour-long pro-
gram will consist of a brief book re-
view, including critical viewpoints and
key components of the book as well as
time for discussion.

Zulu nurse and healthcare activist
Sister Abegail Ntleko, author of
“Empty Hands” and a recipient of His
Holiness, the Dalai Lama's Unsung

Heroes of Compassion Award will be
visiting from South Africa to share her
incredible story of overcoming
poverty, racism, and sexism to earn her
education, and live a life in service to
her community by adopting dozens of
children orphaned by the HIV/AIDS
pandemic over the course of her eighty
years. This free program will be held
from 7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24
at the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center in the Community Hall. Regis-
ter online at tinyurl.com/EmptyHand-
sLAF.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Lafayette Library and Learning
Center presents “After School Anime
with Asian Snacks” from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 28 in the Teen
Center. Watch an anime film while en-
joying some snacks. Register online at
tinyurl.com/LAFanime. 

From Feb. 1-29, take part in the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter’s Geocaching Adventure. LLLC
will hide multiple caches throughout
Lafayette. Find them all to be entered
into a raffle to win various prizes such
as gift cards and books. After register-
ing, pick up your geocaching log start-
ing Feb. 1 at the Information Desk.
Register online at tinyurl.com/LAF-
geocache.

Groundhog Day and Shadow Play
at the Moraga Library from 4 to 5
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 2. We'll listen to
a story about Groundhog Day and then
make shadows on the wall, draw sil-
houettes, and do a craft. This event for
children and families is free; no regis-
tration necessary. 

Join Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
for a festival service celebrating the
New Orleans tradition of Carnival at
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2. Featuring
the Jambalaya Jazz Band, kids’ activi-
ties, creative reflection time for adults,
and king cake, beignets and beverages,
there will be something for everyone,
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. For more
info, call (925) 283-3722 or visit
www.oslc.net.

The Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center presents Teen Monthly
Makers - MinecraftEdu from 3:30 to 5
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9 in the Arts and
Science room. Register online at
tinyurl.com/LAFminecraft.

February Holiday Crafts at the
Moraga Library from 4 to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 9. Mardi Gras, Chinese
New Year, Valentine's Day – make
crafts to celebrate February holidays!
This event for children and families is
free, no registration necessary. 

Practice SAT - The American Asso-
ciation of University Women
(AAUW) Scholarship Committee has
scheduled two tests for 8:30 a.m.
check-in: one on Jan. 30 at Miramonte
High School in Orinda, and the other
on Feb. 20 at Campolindo High School
in Moraga. A week or so later, parents
and students return to receive their
scores and participate in an interpretive
discussion. Space is limited. Registra-
tion required. Cost: $35. For more in-
formation and to register for the test,
visit the website at Miramonte: oml-
ca.aauw.net/mhs/ or at Campolindo:
oml-ca.aauw.net/chs/.

Contra Costa Camp and School Fair
– 4th annual free event with booths
for camps, schools, preschool, daycare,
STEM and STEAM programs, sports,
martial arts, gymnastics, enrichment,
performing arts, scouts and family va-
cations from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday,
Feb 21 at Acalanes High School, 1200
Pleasant Hill Rd., Lafayette. Free ad-
mission and parking. For info, visit
www.ContraCostaCampFair.com.

The 30th session of the California
State Summer School for the Arts
seeks teen artists, writers and perform-
ers for summer 2016 (July 9 through
Aug. 5 – four Weeks of embracing cre-
ativity). Applications must be com-
pleted by Feb. 29. Financial aid
available. For info, visit
CSSSA.ca.gov. 

OTHER

Find your ‘furever’ friend at Com-
munity Concern for Cats weekend

adoption event. Hours are noon to 3
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 30 and 1 to 4
p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 31 at the
Lafayette Pet Food Express. Hours at
other sites are 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday. For more info, visit
www.communityconcernforcats.org.

Lamorinda Home Expo '16 - Meet
face-to-facewith leading design/build
firms, contractors, landscapers and
more between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 31 at the Lafayette Veterans
Memorial Building, 3780 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., Lafayette. Over 45 exhibitors –
all related to home improvement – will
be on site to discuss your plans, ideas,
issues or problems. Enter the free
drawing and take home a valuable re-
source guide that includes information
about each of the sponsors and ex-
hibitors. For info, visit www.HomeEx-
poEvents.com/Lamorinda.

Valley Stitchers and Fiber Artists
Guild will hold their February meeting
at 9:30 a.m. Monday, Feb. 1 at Faith
Lutheran Church 50 Woodsworth
Lane, Pleasant Hill. Marie Bergstedt
will be the February speaker. Visitors
are always welcome. There is a $5
charge per person.

The City of Lafayette is providing
another formal opportunity for the
residents and businesses to comment
on their Downtown Creeks Plan. A
community workshop is scheduled for
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2 at the Lafayette
Library’s Community Hall. Workshop
facilitators will present options for
creek enhancements and discuss prior-
ities. For more information, contact
Steven Goetz via email at
sgoetz@ci.lafayette.ca.us and visit
www.lovelafayette.org/creeksplan.

The Orinda Aquatics Masters, an
adult swimming program, will be of-
fering an evening workout at the Soda
Aquatic Center (Campolindo High
School) from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. running
through Feb 4. These workouts will be
held Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
evenings. Swimmers may pay $10 per
swim. For more info, contact Tiffany
Forbes at tforbes267@gmail.com.

Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox
Church 11th Annual Crab Feed and
Dance from 6 to 11 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
6. New and exciting this year: silent
auction. For non-crab lovers: chicken
is available by special advance order.
Dinner and Dance: $50.  Dinner tickets
must be purchased in advance. For
tickets and reservations, call Thea at
(925) 672-6799 or (925) 890-0918.

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
invites you to Caregiving: A Labor of
Love, a workshop for those caring for
family members, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, Feb. 6. The Rev. Dr. Mary
Holder Naegeli will be the guest
speaker and lunch plus breakout ses-
sions on various topics will be in-
cluded. Attendance is free, and adult
care will be provided; register by Feb.
1: ballen@mvpctoday.org.

The public is invited to a genealogy
workshop from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 6 at the Ygnacio Valley Li-
brary, 2661 Oak Grove Road, Walnut
Creek. The workshop is being given by
the Anne Loucks Chapter, Daughters
of the American Revolution, and will
include short lectures on various topics.
Coffee, tea and cookies will be pro-
vided. Please make a reservation by
calling (925) 938-9137 or email sally-
holcombe@mac.com. 

The Anne Loucks Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion has two scholarships available.
One is awarded annually to a student
entering college, and the second is a
one-time award to a mother re-entering
school.  The deadline for submitting
applications is Jan. 30.  For more de-
tails please contact E. A. George, PO
Box 2733, Danville, CA 94526.

Pixar's Chris Ford will address the
Moraga Movers dinner meeting at 5
p.m. Monday, Feb. 8. Members meet
at Saint Mary's College Soda Center at
5 p.m. for a social hour followed by
dinner at 6. Those who wish to find out
more about the Moraga Movers or
would like to attend this meeting
should go to www.moragamovers.org
or call (925) 376-6622.
                     ... continued on next page

Willow Spring Community Church
Loving God Loving People

Come and Meet our New Pastor
Sundays: 9:15am Adult Sunday School Classes

10:15am Pre-Service Fellowship (Free Coffee & Bagels)
10:45am Contemporary Worship Service

Wednesdays: 10:00am       Community Bible Study
1689 School Street, Moraga   (925) 376-3550

www.willowspringchurch.net

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

284-4765, office@thelumc.org, thelumc.org
Worship Sunday 10 am
Children & Teen Faith Formation    Sunday 10 am
Teen Fellowship   Sunday 6 pm

Opportunities for Worship, Love, Service
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To be run December 16  

To be run in December 2 issue 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
WORSHIP DECEMBER 6 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 

10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

WORSHIP DECEMBER 13 & 20 
Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

To be run beginning January 13 and forward 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 

WORSHIP DECEMBER 20 
Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
4:00 p.m. a family-friendly service  

6:00 p.m. a contemporary candlelight communion service 
10:00 p.m. a traditional candlelight communion service 

(Childcare available at 4 and 6 p.m.) 

To be run December 30 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
WORSHIP JANUARY 3, 2016 

Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

WORSHIP JANUARY 10, 2016 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

��SUNDAY Worship, 9:00 & 11:00AM, with 

programs for all ages.

� SEEDLINGS Preschool, M-F. �
�

� LOPC: Where everyone is 

welcome, nobody is perfect & 

anything is possible with God. �

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

925-283-8722 LOPC.org

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

Sunday Worship Services 9 & 10:30am

10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Nurtury Preschool - NEW FALL HOURS!
Preschool Hours 9:00am to 12:30pm
Extended Programs 8:00am to 5:00pm
Open House 2/22 - Registration begins 2/24



One of the most successful animated fran-
chises in the world returns to theaters nation-

wide this week. “Kung Fu Panda 3” is the third
movie of everyone’s favorite, loveable, kung fu-
fighting panda Po, where he finds his long-lost
panda father.  The reunion takes Po to a secret
panda paradise where hundreds of cute, cuddly, hu-
morous pandas live a simple happy life. If it were
not for the supernatural villain, Kai, who is search-
ing for Po, all would be perfect.  Po must train the
pandas of the village how to defend themselves and
become the ultimate band of kung fu pandas!

      
I love this movie franchise.  It has great mes-

sages for the kids of all ages as well as adults.  One
of the first quotes in the movie is “He who takes –
loses out.”  I think we can all learn from that.  I had
the opportunity to interview producer Melissa
Cobb, and directors Jennifer Yuh Nelson and Aless-
sandro Carloni at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in San
Francisco.  Everyone loves Po, voiced by the ultra-
talented Jack Black.  Po is simple, naïve, humble
and something so very special.   

      
I asked Cobb, who produced all three Kung Fu

Panda movies, when she knew she had something
special and she responded: “It really was when we
finally recorded Jack Black and started seeing him
in the character.  There is a moment in the begin-
ning of ‘Kung Fu Panda’ when he’s in a Dojo and

he is kind of embarrassed, not ready to spar and
playing with the training dummy; the animation of
that when it finally happened, we all went ‘aw’ that
is Po. We love him.”  

      
Nelson returns to direct along with Carloni.

When Nelson directed “Kung Fu Panda 2,” she was
the first woman to solely direct an animated feature
film from a major Hollywood studio.  She went on
to receive an Academy Award nomination.   

      
“Kung-Fu Panda 2” is the second-highest

grossing film ever directed by a woman, with
“Frozen” taking the No. 1 spot.  When I asked Nel-
son what she feels is Po’s greatest trait, she re-
sponded: “He would not be embarrassed if he really
screwed up and is a geek joy that compared to his
sensitivity is what makes Po so special.” 

      
All the original voice actors return, including

Jack Black as Po, Angelina Jolie (Tigress), Dustin
Hoffman (Shifu), Jackie Chan (Monkey), Seth
Rogen (Mantis) and Lucy Liu (Viper).  When I asked
how difficult was it to get the entire cast to return,
Cobb said, “They were all happy to return for they
love the franchise and the positive messages in the
movies.”  The addition of Bryan Cranston as Po’s
father is an added bonus to the already amazing cast.  

      
“Kung Fu Panda 3” is rated PG with a TRT

(Total Running Time) of 1 hour and 35 minutes.
Go see a quality movie for all ages to enjoy.
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Not to be missed Not to be missed

Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

OTHER ... continued

Free Tax Preparation for the 2016
tax season is available starting Febru-
ary 2016 from AARP’s Tax-Aide and
United Way’s Earn It, Keep It, Save It
(EKS) programs. All tax preparers are
trained and certified by the IRS. While
both programs serve taxpayers of any
age, Tax-Aide does not have an income
limit in whom they can serve but EKS
can only serve individuals whose in-
comes do not exceed $50,000. For gen-
eral information and site locations, call:
(925) 726-3199. For information on
EKS sites call 2-1-1 or visit www.ear-
nitkeepitsaveit.org.

On the Bayou/New Orleans Style
dinner and silent auction at 6 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 14 on the Saint Mary's
College campus in Moraga. Music will
be provided by the "and that's jazz"
band from alameda. The price for din-
ner and entertainment is $45 per per-
son. For info, call (925) 254-3645. 

Lafayette resident, Papa John
Kiefer, will offer workshops on “How
to Raise Your Own Chickens.” Topics
will include raising young chicks, lay-
ing hen maintenance, and sustainable
coop construction. Workshops are free
and will be held in Lafayette from 1 to
3:30 p.m., on Sundays, Feb. 14 and 28.
Reservations are required. For info,
contact jhkiefer@comcast.net.

SENIORS

Valentine Exchange/Sing-Along
with the Lafayette Community Cen-
ter preschoolers from 11:45 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10 at the
Cedar Room, Lafayette Community
Center. Celebrate Valentine’s Day with
the darling little ones you see bouncing
around the Community Center on a
daily basis. Share their joy and enthu-
siasm by singing along with them to fa-
vorites such as “You Are My
Sunshine” and “Twinkle, Twinkle Lit-
tle Star,” all the while enjoying cookies
and punch. Valentine cards will be pro-
vided for you to exchange with your
little buddies. Wear pink or red if
you’re able! Free.

Men "of a certain age" (semi- or
fully-retired) are invited to hear a
presentation from Linus Eukel who is
the Director of the John Muir Land
Trust during their regular lunch meet-
ing at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10,
Holy Trinity Church, 1700 School
Street, Moraga. SIRs welcomes new
members. For details,
visitwww.branch174.sirinc2.org or call
Tyler at (925) 284-5561. 

Discovering Opera: Bizet’s “Car-
men,” presented by Bradford Wade,
opera lover for 35 years from 1:30 to 3
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 11 at the Lafayette
Library, Arts and Science Room. Lec-
turer Bradford Wade will give a guided
tour of Carmen, with a description of
the plot interspersed with musical ex-
amples. This lecture is given in con-
junction with Opera San Jose's
production of “Carmen,” Feb. 13-28,
2016. Members: free; non-Members:
$10.

Sons In Retirement - Las Trampas
Branch 116 welcomes guests to so-
cialize at its monthly luncheon begin-
ning at 11 a.m. Monday, Feb. 15 at the
Walnut Creek Elks Lodge, 1475
Creekside Drive. The speaker will be
SIR Joel White, physician, who will
explore the concept of shared-decision
making in medicine in his presentation
entitled “What you need to know and
do unless you are certain you will live
forever,” information which will assist
in creating better options and making
choices that can comfort and enhance
our experience even to the end, provid-
ing not only a good life but also a good
end. Please call (925) 322-1160 to
make lunch reservations. Cost for
lunch: $15. 

Ready to give your brain a boost?
Join author of Strengthen Your
Mind, Kristin Einberger, for a work-
shop on the benefits of stimulating
your brain and ways to strengthen your
mind on Friday, Feb. 19 in Lafayette.
You'll be engaged in brain games and
activities that will stimulate your mind,
memories and senses! Workshop is
open only to individuals with Mild
Cognitive Impairment (MCI), early
stage Alzheimer's disease or a related
dementia, and their care partners. Cost:

$15 per participant. Pre-screening is re-
quired. Exact time and location will be
provided upon complete registration.
For more information or to register,
please contact Lan Trinh at
1.800.272.3900 or ltrinh@alz.org. 

GARDEN

Winter Rose Pruning workshop at
10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 30 at McDon-
nell Nursery, 196 Moraga Way in
Orinda. To reserve a seat, call (925)
254-3713 or email info@mcdonnell-
nursery.com.

UC Master Gardeners of Contra
Costa at the Moraga Library –
“Growing Apples and Pears – The Ba-
sics” at 1 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 30. Mas-
ter Gardener Darlene DeRosa will
cover the basics of growing apples and
pears and share tips on growing fruit
trees in small spaces.

The Walnut Creek Garden Club will
hold its February meeting at 9:30
a.m. on Feb. 8 at the Gardens at
Heather Farm. Program: "Roses: How
to Combat Those Nasty Pests & Dis-
eases.” Jolene Adams of the CC Rose
Society will share her extensive expert-
ise.

Montelindo Garden Club meeting
will be at 9 a.m. on Friday, Feb. 19 at
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 66 St.
Stephens Drive, Orinda. Visitors wel-
come. Presentation: “Incorporating
Succulents Into Everyday Garden” by
Rebecca Sweet, owner of the garden
design company Harmony in the Gar-
den, author, and speaker.

The Lafayette Community Garden
and Outdoor Learning Center is ac-
cepting applications for individual or
family memberships for the 2016 sea-
son. The season opening is March 12,
2016. If you are interested in getting
more information, please go to the gar-
den website at www.lafayettecommu-
nitygarden.org. To apply for
membership, download and fill out a
membership form and send it to the ad-
dress on the form. If membership is
full, you will be put on a waiting list.
Questions? Call (925) 946-0563.

Service Clubs
Announcements

SOROPTIMIST OF 24/680

“Improving the lives of women and 
girls through programs leading to 

social and economic empowerment”

Please join us for our next meeting:

WHEN:  Wednesday 1/8/14 
     Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.  
   Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Buttercup Grill
   660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.  

January Speaker:  
Sister Caritas Foster – “Modern Day Slavery/Trafficking”

For more information, contact:
Regina Englehart @925-876-9076 
or go to: soroptimist24-680.org

A global volunteer organization working to improve
the lives of women and girls through programs
leading to social and economic empowerment. 
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‘Kung Fu Panda’ is Back!
By Derek Zemrak

Po (voiced by Jack Black) and his long-lost panda father Li (voiced by Bryan Cranston) pose for a por-
trait in DreamWorks Animation’s “Kung Fu Panda 3.” Photo DreamWorks Animation

Floral Arts Florist

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-5765   www.floralartsflorist.com

VALENTINE’S DAY
10% off on orders

delivered or picked up on
February 13th!!

"THE KNOT"

Flowers for all occasions

Don't get in trouble! - Place your order early!!

10% OFF

Brad Davis will undoubtedly
reveal several hilarious

episodes from his glorious past.

January 29:
Susan Wait and Thomas
Peeks discuss Rotary District
5160 International Grant
Program.

February 5:

When the time is right, we'll unveil a delight.
A luxurious tear-drop trailer is an awesome sight!

For more info, please email us at 
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa,
3666 Mt. Diablo   Blvd, Lafayette.

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

www. rotarylafayette.org

February 4:
Budd MacKenzie will bespeaking about schools inAfghanistan.

February 18:
John Coleman from East BayMUD will be speaking about thedrought situation.

SOROPTIMIST OF 24/680

“Improving the lives of women and 
girls through programs leading to 

social and economic empowerment”

Please join us for our next meeting:

WHEN:  Wednesday 1/8/14 
     Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.  
   Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Buttercup Grill
   660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.  

January Speaker:  
Sister Caritas Foster – “Modern Day Slavery/Trafficking”

For more information, contact:
Regina Englehart @925-876-9076 
or go to: soroptimist24-680.org

Wednesday, February 3rd

Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.     
Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FOR OVER 36 YEARS

WINTER SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
�
�����	��	���

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette



There is still more than a week
before Super Bowl kickoff and

I thought it might be fun to try another
finger food to serve up during the big
game. I was recently in Austria and
Germany, and they have pretzels for
everything … pretzel sandwiches,
pretzels with nuts, pretzels with
cheese toppings, pretzels drizzled
with chocolate, both white and dark,
and pretzels with cream cheese and
chives. There are pretzels to suit any-
one’s fancy over there. So many pret-
zels made me realize this could be a
fun thing to make for Super Bowl
Sunday, whether you plan to go to a
party, have guests over yourself, or
just stay home and watch the game
with the family.

      
This set me on the project of

making my very first (and second)
batch of pretzels ever. I had to make
them twice, because even though the
first batch tasted fantastic, they really
didn’t look all that much like pretzels,
but more like big rolls. The trick is
making the tubes of dough long and
skinny enough to make a pretzel twist
that will hold its shape in the baking.

      
The key to making pretzels taste

like pretzels is putting them in a boil-
ing baking soda bath for just a few
seconds before baking. This gives
them that distinct flavor that pretzels
have. The way the professional pret-
zel makers do it is to use an edible lye
bath, but the more common way for
truly home-baked pretzels is to use

baking soda, which is normally
stocked in every household pantry.

      
You can decide what you want to

top them with, or what to dip them in.
Cheese sauce would be yummy, and
so would mustard. In fact, I tried to
make homemade Dijon mustard to go
with these, but unfortunately, that re-
sult was disastrous, and Dijon shall
have to wait for another issue. If you
have a small group, these pretzels
would make fantastic sandwiches,
too. Just slice them in half horizon-
tally, and fill them up with your fa-
vorite cold cuts and cheese.
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Susie Iventosch is the author of
Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels,
which can be found at Across
the Way in Moraga,
www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net. 
Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on
our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977.

Twist It Up for Super Bowl 
By Susie Iventosch

Pretzels  
(Makes 6 large or 8 medium)
INGREDIENTS

1 ½ cups warm water, at about 110-115 degrees
1 packet active dry yeast (2 ¼ teaspoons)
1 teaspoon salt (I use about 12 grinds from my Himalayan

pink salt grinder)
1 tablespoon light brown sugar
1 tablespoon olive oil
3-4 cups all-purpose flour (use any excess for kneading

dough)
For Water Bath

6 cups of water
½ cup baking soda (that’s right … ½ CUP!)

For topping
Coarse crystal sea salt
1 beaten egg or ¼ cup Egg Beaters (for brushing on top of the

bagels before baking)
DIRECTIONS

Pour warm water into a large mixing bowl and sprinkle yeast
over the top. Whisk together and allow to sit for a few minutes. Add
sugar and salt and stir well. Add flour, one cup at a time, mixing with
wooden spoon until mixture becomes a thick dough. Dough will still
be sticky, so continue to add just enough flour until the dough is no
longer sticky. 

Turn dough onto a cutting board, or cloth, and knead for about 5
minutes. Place dough into a greased or oiled bowl, turn once to coat
both top and bottom with the oil. Cover with a damp towel, and allow
to sit until doubled in volume.

Meanwhile, mix the 6 cups of water and baking soda in a large
pot and bring to a boil, so that the baking soda dissolves.  Remove
from heat until ready to use. 

Preheat oven to 425 F and line a baking sheet with parchment
paper. I also spray the parchment paper to ensure the pretzels will
easily come off paper after baking.

Divide dough into the number of pretzels you wish to make.
Form a little ball out of each section of dough. Roll the dough ball
between your palms until it forms a long, skinny tube – about 20-25
inches long. This can take a little while. Place the doughy pretzels on
a flat surface that is dusted with flour until all of them are shaped. 

Now, bring the baking soda bath back to a boil, and taking one
pretzel at a time, drop them into the bath for about 20 seconds. Flip
and repeat on the other side. Remove from bath with a slotted spatula
and shake slightly to drip off excess water. Place pretzels onto the
prepared baking sheet.

Brush each pretzel top with the egg and sprinkle tops with
coarse salt.

Bake for approximately 10 minutes. Remove from oven, and
turn the oven up to broil. When ready, place pretzels back under
broiler for just 10-20 seconds, or until tops are golden brown.

Can prepare a day or two ahead of time and reheat before
serving.

Bon appetite and may your favorite team win!

Homemade pretzels  Photos Susie Iventosch

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

Complete Sewer Special istComplete Sewer Special ist
38 Years of Experience 

Video Inspections & Locating
Sewers Unclogged

Locally Owned & Operated
Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

No Landscape Damage

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

925.932.4023925.932.4023
www.GoTrenchless.com

Safe, reliable and a�ordable home care
from professionals who truly care!
• Care Indeed is owned by nurses, experts in senior care, 
with extensive caregiving experience
• Our caregivers not only meet Care Indeed’s standards, they 
meet your standards. If there’s ever an issue, you can notify 
us immediately and we’ll do something about it right away.
• Call us. We can send a caregiver within hours of your call. 
We o�er 24/7 phone support.

      • We price-match! No contract or deposit is required. 

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

(925) 317-3080 
www.CareIndeed.com

2121 N. California Blvd., Ste.290
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

“Our employees are our most important asset. 
We’ve chosen to invest in a training program 

to  ensurethat they have the skills and 
knowledge to provide high-quality care.”

Vanessa Valerio, VP & COO, Patient Care 

CA BRE 01902148

Sales - Retail - Management
Residential - Commercial - Leasing
925-254-5636 ppm4rent.com

Serving Lamorinda Area
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Submit  stories to 
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 
200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)

Follow us on 
Twitter@LamorindaSports

Visit www.LamorindaSC.com for
registration and more information.
Questions – email   
admin@lamorindasc.com

Learn the skills * Build 

Confidence * Love the Game   

Lamorinda Soccer Club, one of the 
Top Clubs in Northern California, 
competing in the Elite NORCAL 
League, announces its try-out 
schedule for ALL NEW PLAYERS 

 
                   AGE        DATES          DAYS         TIME        PLACE 

U7-U8 
Boys & 
Girls 

2/9/13   
 
2/10/13 

Saturday
 
Sunday 

8:30-10 am 
 
11.30-1PM 

BENTLEY 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 

U9-U10 
Boys & 
Girls 

2/9/13   
 
2/10/13 

Saturday
 
Sunday 

10:30-12
 
1:30-3pm 

BENTLEY 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 

U11-U12 
Boys & 
Girls 

2/9/13   
 
2/10/13 

Saturday
 
Sunday 

12:30-2pm 
 
3:30-5pm 

BENTLEY 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 

U13 
Boys  

1/29/13
1/31/13 
2/5/13 

Tuesday
Thursday 
Tuesday 

4pm-6pm 
4pm-6pm 
4pm-6pm 

 
Wilder #2 
 

U13 
Girls 

1/30/13
    
2/4/13  

Wednesday
 
Monday 

4pm-6pm 
 
4pm-6pm 

 
Wilder #2 
 

U14 
Girls 

1/30/13
    
2/4/13 

Wednesday
 
Monday 

4pm-6pm 
 
4pm-6pm 

 
Wilder #2 
 

 

                    Please visit www.Lamorindasc.com  for more information 
                  

2016 Lamorinda
Soccer Club
U7 – U18 TRY-OUTS

Learn the skills * Build Confidence * Love the Game
Lamorinda Soccer Club is one of the Top Clubs in
Northern California - home to State and National
Championship Teams! Our Teams continue to compete
in the 2016 Elite NORCAL League.  It is a place where
kids have fun and learn about the game of soccer. We
emphasize possession-style soccer while focusing on
the development of individual ball mastery and
technical skills.

Lamorinda Soccer club would like to welcome all girls
and boys to our 2016 Try-outs. Visit our website
for dates and times of tryouts - ALL returning
and new players must register online.  

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Lady Mats Continue Undefeated March
By Karl Buscheck

The Miramonte girls' basketball
team is still sporting an un-

blemished 17-0 record (5-0 in
league), as the squad carves through
the DFAL schedule and a daunting
slate of non-league challenges.

      
The team's banner win came on

Jan. 15 at the MLK Showcase in
Stockton when the Mats breezed past
Mater Dei – then the No. 7 team in
the state – 65-47.

      
“I think outside of postseason,

this is one of the biggest wins in
school history, for sure, to beat a
team like Mater Dei,” head coach
Kelly Sopak declared, as he stood in-
side Morelli Gym, the home of St.
Mary's of Stockton, the top-ranked
team in nation.

      
The Mats were on the wrong

side of a 67-45 score-line against
Mater Dei in the same building dur-
ing the 2015 edition of the Show-
case. With that in mind, junior Ellie
Louie agreed with her coach's as-
sessment.

      
“Last year we lost to Mater Dei

and we didn't feel very good about
it,” Louie said. “So, this year was re-
venge.”

      
The most impressive part about

Miramonte's comfortable win over
Mater Dei was that the team got its

revenge without even playing its
sharpest game.

      
“We could've [played better],”

Louie admitted. “We were sloppy on
some plays, but that's just kind of
how our system goes. There's
turnovers and mistakes and we've
just got to play through it.”

      
With a group of college coaches

watching from the stands, senior
Sabrina Ionescu dropped 26 points
on the perennial powerhouse.

      
“I've watched her a lot over the

years, and the scouting report … she
can do everything,” said Jonas Chat-
terton, an assistant for Oregon State,
one of the programs chasing Ionescu.
“She's shooting the ball so well right
now in her senior year as well as just
running her team and leading her
team. And I think she's as good as
she wants to be.”

      
On Jan. 18, Ionesu was one of 24

players from across the country
tabbed to play in the McDonald’s
All-American Game. The guard will
suit up for the West squad in the ex-
hibition clash on April 1 at the
United Center in Chicago.

      
In the DFAL, Ionescu and her

teammates have made quick work of
their league opponents. The Mats
thumped Alhambra 80-17 on the

road on Jan. 12, handled Dublin 73-
35 at home three days later and
rolled past Dougherty Valley 94-46
during a trip to San Ramon on Jan.
22.

      
One day after taking down

Dougherty Valley, the Mats picked
up yet another win against a big-time
non-league opponent, Carondelet,
whom they beat 89-65 in the Lamor-
inda Classic at Bentley in Lafayette.

      
Even though the Mats posted a

double-digit win against the peren-
nial powerhouse Cougars (ranked
No. 48 in the state), it was far from a
flawless night for Miramonte. In the
first half alone, the Mats were called
for 12 fouls.

      
“You've got to adjust to the offi-

cials,” Sopak said. “We have to do a
better job of maintaining composure
and not expressing emotions, you
know?”

      
The team also struggled from the

field throughout the contest, leaving
Sopak less than thrilled with the final
result.

      
“I mean, I'm just very disap-

pointed overall in our effort and our
shooting,” Sopak said. “We're not
going to get very far with how we
played. So we're going to have to get
a lot better.”

Senior All-American Sabrina Ionescu (20), Aubrey Wagner (10) and Haley Van Dyke (11) Photos Gint Federas

Junior Ellie Louie (13) and Aubrey Wagner (10)
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reach 60,000+ with your ad

SPORTS MEDICINE 
CENTER FOR 
YOUNG ATHLETES

OAKLAND
510-428-3558

SAN RAMON
925-979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad
height  Email to: classified@

lamorindaweekly.com

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

Insurance

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded Concept Builders

Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Saint Mary’s Beats Gonzaga For First Time Since 2012
By Dean Boerner

In front of a deafening McKeon Pavilion crowd last Thursday,
the Saint Mary’s men delivered a dramatic victory over peren-

nial powerhouse and conference rival Gonzaga, 70-67. With the
win, the Gaels (17-2, 8-1) captured sole possession of first place
in the WCC and continue to bolster their case for an NCAA tour-
nament bid in March. 

     
The Gaels overcame a miserable first half against the Zags in

which they shot just 38.5 percent from the field. The Gaels’ strug-
gles extended into the second half too, as they fell into a daunting
15-point hole with only 13 minutes left. 

     
“For 32 minutes, it just wasn’t going our way,” said junior

guard Joe Rahon. 

     
Then, all of a sudden, something clicked. Thanks in part to

three-pointers from Emmett Naar and Calvin Hermanson, the Gaels
chipped the Gonzaga lead to 10 with about seven minutes left. At
that point, the most efficient offense in the nation was just getting
started. 

     
“The last 8 minutes were pure chaos,” said Rahon, who along

with Naar played a game-high 40 minutes. “You can’t really hear
what each other is saying, so you’re relying on your signals to call
plays.”

     
The Gaels would go on a quick 7-0 run, dwindling Gonzaga’s

lead to just three at 58-61. Gonzaga guard Eric McClellan promptly
responded with a step-back trey for three of his game-high 23
points. 

     
“McClellan was hitting shots that that we didn’t really think he

could make,” remarked Gaels coach Randy Bennett after the game.
McClellan, who came into the game shooting just 27 percent from
beyond the arc, scored 16 points in the first half.

     
A Rahon three-pointer put the Gaels within three once again,

and a subsequent steal by Rahon led to an Evan Fitzner fast-break
layup and a one-point game.

     
“Fitzner had a great second half against a preseason All-Amer-

ican in Kyle Wiltjer,” said Rahon. While leading the Gaels with 20
points on the night, the redshirt freshman Fitzner helped hold Wilt-
jer to a season-low six points. 

     
By the time Joe Rahon finally put the Gaels up 65-64 on a driv-

ing layup with with less than three minutes to play, McKeon Pavil-
ion had turned into absolute bedlam. “That was one of the loudest
games I’ve heard in here,” said a relieved Bennett after the game. 

     
A layup by Fitzner put the Gaels up 67-64 with a minute to play,

but a free throw by Gonzaga forward Domantas Sabonis and layup
by Kyle Dranginis tied the game at 67 with just 21 seconds remain-
ing. 

     
Instead of holding for a final shot, Rahon drew a questionable

foul on a fading jump shot and made his way to the line. Rahon
made the first free throw, but drew iron on the second. Rahon in-
tentionally fouled a dribbling McClellan, mistakenly believing the
Gaels had a foul to give –  Rahon called it a “brain fart” after the
game.

     
What could have spelled disaster for Saint Mary’s, however,

turned into a mere footnote, as McClellan missed the first free
throw and Fitzner iced the game with two clutch foul shots. 

     
After a last-second Gonzaga heave fell short, the Gaels final-

ized their first win over Gonzaga since 2012 – the last time they
won the WCC. 

     
With the win, the Gaels – who were projected to finish fourth

in the WCC – are no longer conference underdogs. Behind a potent,
methodical offense, Saint Mary’s has defeated quality opponents
like BYU, Stanford, and now Gonzaga. Before the Gaels can start
thinking about NCAA tournament aspirations or even the WCC
Championships though, they have highly consequential road games
scheduled against WCC powerhouses BYU and Gonzaga. For a
team hovering just outside national rankings, these two games will
determine exactly how well the Gaels are positioned come March. 

     
On Saturday night, the Gaels finished the week by thoroughly

dismantling the Portland Pilots 89-74, and shooting 63 percent
from the field. Australian imports Dane Pineau and Emmett Naar
led all scorers with 20 points apiece. 

Evan Fitzner Photos Tod Fierner



Two Lamorinda Soccer Club
(LMSC) players were invited

to train with the youth U.S. National
Teams in December. Forwards Ce-
cilia “Ceci” Gee, 17, and Adrian Guz-
man, 13, were called into training
programs for the U18 and U14 teams,
respectively, a “huge honor” accord-
ing to LMSC head coach and director
Mohamed Mohamed. 

      
“You could see from the early

years how those two have put so
much dedication into the game,” Mo-
hamed said. “Their work ethic is un-
believable – it’s not easy for the
young players to give up a lot of their
social life.”

      
Gee, a tall, humble senior at Mi-

ramonte, chose early on to forgo the
traditional aquatic sports that domi-
nate the region. “When I started play-
ing competitive for [LMSC] I realized
how much I love playing soccer,” she

said. “I’ve dedicated a lot of time to
the sport – just staying that extra hour
after practice and working hard.”

      
Gee’s mother, Carmen Ancinas-

Gee, says that while they’re a “tennis
family,” they’ve supported Ceci’s
growth as she makes waves in the
elite soccer culture.  “Ceci is unique
because she dedicated a lot of time to
this without anyone telling her,” she
said. “It was the perfect sport for her.”

      
“Her feeling for the team and ap-

preciation for the game is outstand-
ing,” Mohamed said. 

      
Gee was invited to train with the

U.S. Women’s National Team train-
ing camp last month in Chula Vista,
California – the sole Lamorinda-area
player. The camps are monthly, and
attempt to cut quickly through the
large recruiting pool for the coveted
few spots on the national teams. “I
thought the soccer was amazing, in-

tensity wise,” Gee said. “It was a re-
ally fun experience, especially being
exposed to the different coaching
styles.”

      
Guzman was brought on for an

Olympic Development Program
(ODP) – a feeder program for U.S.
National Team programs – in Casa
Grande, Arizona last month. The tal-
ented player musters a daily commute
up to LMSC’s training sessions in
Moraga from his family home in
Richmond. 

      
“Soccer was his number one sport

from day one,” Mohamed said of
Guzman. “His attitude and respect for
the game is very unique.”

      
Despite not growing up in the

Lamorinda area, Guzman has thrived
in the competitive soccer culture at
LMSC, easily rising to the top of his
peers. At just 13, he manages to cap-
ture the attention of any audience
when he strides onto the soccer pitch.
“He was just able to gel instantly with
the team,” Mohamed said. 

      
Most impressive is that both Gee

and Guzman were able to make the
highly competitive national training
camps without being connected to the
traditional recruiting outlets. Due to
their small size, LMSC does not usu-
ally send players to ODPs, and the
club also doesn’t participate in major
national leagues such as the girl’s
Elite Clubs National League (ECNL). 

      
“Every single girl at the training

camp was on (ECNL) except for me,”
Gee said proudly. “It was really excit-
ing.”

      
According to Mohamed, the key

to Guzman’s and Gee’s success lies in
the “possession-style” soccer cham-
pioned by both the national teams.
The play relies less on physical
strength and more on tactical, intelli-
gent play, according to Gee. 

      
“You don’t rely on a few players,

or opportunistic opportunities where
you rely on your opponent to make
mistakes,” Mohamed said. “Instead,
all of our players are engaged. It’s the
style of play that the college recruiters
recognize about our teams.”

      
While the younger Guzman is

just starting to receive college scout
attention, Gee has already verbally
committed to Stanford in 2017. The
prestigious university boasts several
players on the U.S. National Teams –
a learning opportunity like no other
for Gee.

      
“I’ve watched a bunch of their

games and the players on the teams,
so I’m super excited,” she said,
adding that they also play the “pos-
session-style” game that she is accus-
tomed to at LMSC. 

      
For now, both Guzman and Gee

will continue to train and await the
phone call that signals their return to
the national training pitch. “They’re
the kind of players that any coach
would love to have on their teams,”
Mohamed said.
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lamorindaweekly.com
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www.lamorindaweekly.com
All of our stories are available on our web
site and are archived back to our first issue
(March, 2007). You can read the current
issue at the Read Online tab, or click

Archive to read earlier issues.  For your
convenience, all stories are available as a
single-page for downloading or sending

to friends and family.

Wando’s Magic
Submitted by Greg Davis 

California Magic Soccer Club U11 Boys players pose with USMNT star Chris Wandolowski on the green-turf carpet.
Photo provided

USMen’s National Team player, San Jose
Earthquakes star, and Danville-native Chris

Wondolowksi was the honored guest and keynote
speaker at the Cal Magic season-end celebration of

club and community. Wondolowski inspired the Cal
Magic players with his message of perseverance, pa-
tience, and self-belief on the road to achieving goals
in sports and life.

LMSC Players Make U.S. National Team Training Programs
By Emily Dugdale

Cecilia “Ceci” Gee Photo Gint Federas

Adrian Guzman      Photo provided

Cecilia Gee Photo provided

- Getting Past a Stigma of Psychosis
- Musings from a Lamorin-Dad Time is Fleeting
- 54 Kids and Counting Two amazing Moraga angels fostering

babies
- A New Era for the Rheem Shopping Center?
- Lamorinda Weekly Publishers Named Lafayette's Business

Persons of the Year
- Tweaking Signal Timing on Pleasant Hill Road Will adjusting

traffic lights reduce delays?
- Local Powerhouses Dominate DFAL Girls' Basketball

Landscape
- Pink Flamingos Not Included Pre-fabricated homes again all

the rage
- Orinda Wine Bar Opens for Business
- One-Year Reprieve for Rheem Theatre

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to
www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link below the story.

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories
From Our Last Issue:
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Watch for Love Lafayette February 10
Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga - 925-376-4602

1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care 
through Quality Dentistry

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.
•  Comprehensive Vision Testing 
•  Eye Disease Diagnosis 
•  Specialty Contact Lens Care 
•  Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A
Moraga    •    (925) 376-2020

O P T O M E T R Y

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

New hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services
Notary Services

Postal Services
Business Services
Live Scan 

Fingerprinting 

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste l

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Studio E
Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes.  Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga
(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

Si Si Caffé

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

925-377-1908

Terry Wolff Stratton

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076

HAIR STYLIST

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

30 years experience

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

small businesses.

Consultation, Preparation, 
Representation, Planning

www.HallofTaxes.com • peggy@halloftaxes.com

$50 off for new clients

Moraga 
(925) 388-1040

SHOP MORAGA
1/4 page 3.625” x 4.75”

R
925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga 
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Lip Wax w/
Brow Wax

* new clients only

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California 

Brake, Lamp &  
Smog Station

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

(Rheem center-across from
the  Post Office)

OFFICIAL
LAMP

ADJUSTING
STATION

BRAKE
ADJUSTING

STATION

OFFICIAL

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed
Affordable, Competent,

Warm & Compassionate Adult Care
• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed
(925) 330-3999

THE 
MORAGA 
BARBER SHOP

925-247-1101 • 1431 Moraga Way

Hours: Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-6, 
Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday

Thinking about re-entering the workforce or
making a career transition? 
Work with a local, experienced Career Coach.

RCFE LIC # 075601205 / 075601509

YYeeaarr 4444tthh 

 

11 aanndd 22--WWeeeekk HHoorrssee CCaammppss 
 

PPrriivvaattee RRiiddiinngg SSiittee iinn MMoorraaggaa 
CCoommpplleettee hhoorrsseemmaannsshhiipp pprrooggrraammss 

ffoorr rriiddeerrss ooff aallll lleevveellss.. 
 

CCoommee VViissiitt CCaammpp!! 
wwwwww..rroouugghhiinnggiitt..ccoomm//eevveennttss 
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian   ...read on page D12

Residential real estate often comes in two va-
rieties: move-in ready and do-it-yourself.  In

the former, the house is usually available for occu-
pancy shortly after close of sale.  Yet some clients
prefer to work literally from the ground up, by lo-
cating and buying a lot, and then building.  

          
“Several of my clients got so frustrated with

trying to buy an existing home and losing out in
multiple offer situations that they pursued the idea
of buying a lot and building their own home,” ex-
plains Diane Reilly of Orinda’s Alain Pinel Realtors. 

          
Reilly, who has subdivided parcels of land in

Butte and Plumas counties, says “there are many
things to consider when purchasing land to build a
home.” As this story went to press, the multiple list-
ing service showed a total of 19 Lamorinda land or
lot properties for sale, ranging in price from $90,000
to $4 million. In that same period there were 28
houses for sale. 

          
Cary Amo of Bay Sotheby’s International Re-

alty says agents can be unfamiliar with raw land pur-
chases and some clients arrive “blissfully unaware”

of the challenges they face converting raw land or
even a lot into home sweet home. Before Amo takes
them out, he gives his prospective clients a crash
course in reality. 

          
“If it doesn’t put the fear of God in them, then

it should,” he says. 

          
Unlike a home purchase, the cost of a lot is

usually a cash deal. In his 25 years in real estate, Amo
says he has found only one bank willing to offer
loans on raw land, and then only if the purchaser
commits to 30 percent down. Lots priced under
$500,000 generally require a road to access the
building site, which may necessitate costly bedrock
excavation or retaining wall construction which can-
not be done from November to April, so timing the
groundbreaking itself is important. In addition to
soil and engineering studies, other so-called non-
construction related “soft costs” might include tree
removal, slope feasibility studies (slopes with a
greater than a 30 percent incline are generally con-
sidered unbuildable) and utility hookups. The com-
bined cost of utility hookups can run from the tens
of thousands of dollars into the more than $100,000
range, Amo says. 

          
Additional soft costs include city building fees,

permits, design review, school district assessments,
and transportation impact fees. Subdividing acreage
can run an additional $20,000 to $30,000. A local
architect, one familiar with the community’s ridge-
line ordinance and zoning issues, is a valuable re-
source, Amo says. He strongly recommends his
clients hire a project manager as well.  
          ... continued on page D4

Real Estate Dealings from the Ground Up
By Cathy Dausman

Story poles can help to visualize the impact of the development in an existing neighborhood   Photo Cathy Dausman
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
15
5

12

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$750,000
$610,000
$425,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$3,750,000
$1,900,000
$2,283,000

LAFAYETTE
593 Antonio Court, $1,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2070 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 12-22-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,190,000, 09-20-13
570 Arrowhead Drive, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 2471 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 12-15-15; 

Previous Sale: $85,000, 04-01-74
825 Avalon Avenue, $1,361,500, 3 Bdrms, 1652 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 12-18-15
3617 Cerrito Court, $750,000, 2 Bdrms, 818 SqFt, 1930 YrBlt, 12-10-15; 

Previous Sale: $750,000, 04-15-05
14 Diablo Oaks Way, $1,734,000, 3 Bdrms, 3517 SqFt, 2001 YrBlt, 12-22-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,460,000, 09-28-12
727 Glenside Circle, $1,025,000, 3 Bdrms, 1164 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 12-17-15; 

Previous Sale: $787,000, 10-26-04
4075 Happy Valley Road, $3,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 3710 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 12-10-15; 

Previous Sale: $2,965,000, 10-19-06
3410 Moraga Boulevard, $1,100,000, 2 Bdrms, 1263 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 12-22-15
810 Mountain View Drive, $3,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 4408 SqFt, 2003 YrBlt, 12-18-15; 

Previous Sale: $2,900,000, 02-23-05
857 Mountain View Drive, $1,380,000, 4 Bdrms, 3334 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 12-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $977,000, 05-20-03
9 My Road, $1,090,000, 2 Bdrms, 2019 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 12-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $880,000, 02-10-15
3419 St. Mary'S Road, $790,000, 3 Bdrms, 1697 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 12-18-15
3327 Sweet Drive, $1,275,000, 4 Bdrms, 2034 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 12-23-15; 

Previous Sale: $607,000, 08-22-12
1008 Woodbury Road #101, $1,289,000, 12-22-15
1001 Woodbury Road #102, $1,340,500, 12-23-15

... continued on page D9

HOME SALES
presented by

LAMORINDA

LAFAYETTE 
SOUGHT AFTER HAPPY VALLEY LOCATION 

PRIME 1 ACRE FLAT LOT 
 

This charming traditional style home sits in the most    
prestigious area of Lafayette and offers a 5 bedroom,         

4 bathroom home with approximately 3,400 square feet of 
living space. Features Include: hardwood floors, vaulted 

ceilings, recessed lighting, skylights, updated kitchen, 
charming bay windows and an amazing yard with pool,   
garden, expansive lawns and privacy. There’s a separate 

guest/in-law unit/office with full bath. Offered at $3,695,000  
Additionally, there are preliminary plans for an amazing 
build-to-suit estate by Branagh Construction featuring    

approximately 5,500 square feet of living space, new pool, 
and landscaping. Price upon request    

G���� ��� K����� B���	���� 

925.254.1212 

TheBeaubelleGroup.com 
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real Estate Agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.  



Moraga Country Club
Exquisite Design

Moraga. Exquisite design in the 
Moraga Country Club. Remodeled 
from top to bottom in 2014 this 2850± 
sq. ft., 4 bedroom, 3 full bathroom 
home offers 180 degree views of the 
Moraga and Orinda hills. Outdoor 
living spaces include decks and large 
patio. Coming in mid-February.  

Offered at $1,469000 

License # 0186677

Coming Soon
Listings 

Ranked in the Top 1% of realtors in Contra Costa County

925.818.8000
License #: 01130308

KURT PIPER

415.990.4929
License #: 01296053 

LESLIE PIPER

415.606.2047
License #: 01896511

CHRISTINE GALLEGOS

925.997.6808
License #: 01433269

AMY PRICE

925.216.7583
License #: 01919680

SCOTT SANS

925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com

KurtPiperGroup.com

Happy Valley 
Opportunity

Burton Valley
View Property

Lafayette.  Happy Valley Opportunity. 
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2300± sq. 
ft. single-level ranch style home on 
�������	�
���
��������
���
��������������
close-in Upper Happy Valley location. 
Ideal for remodel and expansion - turn 
this property into the home of your 
dreams.  Coming in late-February.

Offered at $1,350,000 

Lafayette. ������������������������
���
Valley. Charming two-story home with 
����������	�����������������������
�
sq. ft., 5 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms 
on a .70± acre lot. Spacious family and 
living rooms. Large bedrooms on the 
second level all with gorgeous views. 
Coming in late March.

Offered at $1,165,000
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Real Estate Dealings from the Ground Up
... continued from page D1

          
Amo said one client bought a bank-owned lot for a song

then used an architect unfamiliar with local planning com-
missions. The client spent twice as much as was necessary to
complete the work before house plans were approved. In the
end that buyer purchased an existing home.   

          
Terry Murphy has 30 years in real estate, 25 years as a

licensed California general contractor and 16 years experi-
ence as developer and project manager. Murphy, who men-
tored Amo, says most first-time land buyers are “blissfully
unaware of reality” and Murphy warns the process itself could
be “onerous.” 

          
“People are unaware of what it takes in terms of time

and money to build their dream,” he says. Even realtors need
to understand this. Clients must determine if their building
plans are within personal property rights and will not ad-
versely impact the neighborhood. It may take several months
before the engineer and architect can work on the project.
The design review aspect of land acquisition is a fairly recent
component, with its pros and cons, Murphy says. 

          
The state Permit Streamlining Act (www.ca-ilg/ounce-

ofprevention) now requires agencies like design review
boards to make more timely decisions to facilitate the
process. 

          
Buying land with the intention to build “usually takes

longer than people think,” says Ron Carter of DirtBrokers.
Carter began his real estate career in the early 1970s; by 1979

he was focused solely on lot and land brokerage. Carter esti-
mates approximately one-third of real estate expenses in-
curred are in the lot cost, including improvements. Simply
pricing the lot is a challenge when there may be no readily
available comparable lots. 

          
So why buy to build at all? “There are so many answers,”

Carter says. The buyer may be an empty nester ready for
something new and flat; the buyer may not like what the mar-
ket has to offer or the buyer could be a spec builder. Still,
whether buying raw land or a finished lot (Carter defines the
latter as a buildable lot which has all the necessary improve-
ments, including utilities, driveway access, curbs, gutters,
sidewalks, etc.) the experience is “a different animal” from
purchasing an existing home. 

          
“It often takes longer to build start to finish than people

think,” says Carter, citing time spent in the design process,
and if needed, design review. Seasonal conditions as well may
affect a work schedule. You may even have to wait for that
idyllic piece of land to first become available, because most
landowners are in position to wait out unfavorable market
conditions before they even place their lot on the market,
Carter says, adding that some people buy lots and never build
because of problems. 

          
Still, Carter says, “it is a lot of fun to find a lot and watch

it develop. I encourage it.”

One alternative to building on a lot is a complete remodel, as
shown at this Lafayette location. Photos Cathy Dausman

What to expect
in 2016 
By Andi Peterson Brown

A CB Top Producer
AndiBrownHomes.com

925.818.4588

The 2015 Lamorinda housing market
remained incredibly strong as the Bay

Area economy continued to thrive,
bringing us a steady stream of well-
capitalized buyers. As compared to 2014,
Orinda’s average sales price increased 8%
to $1.49M, Lafayette’s increased 14% to
$1.53M, and Moraga’s increased 7% to
$1.29M. Despite the stock market’s shaky
2016 start, industry experts still anticipate
the national housing market to have a
positive performance this year. Here in
Lamorinda, we can expect to see: 
•  Inventory to gradually pick up as we

head into February. There is
historically very little inventory in
January, and this month was no
exception. We anticipate a more
significant rise in inventory after the
Super Bowl, the unofficial yet official
start of the spring market. 

•  Buyer competition for homes to ease
as the year progresses. Sellers will still
have the advantage, but the advantage
will be reduced. 
• A more gradual increase in sales as
prices moderate. Many industry
experts believe we’re heading towards a
more balanced market. 

•  Rates to remain steady, with a possible
rise toward year’s end.Mortgage rates
have actually improved in January due
to global economic uncertainty.
Industry experts expect them to increase
towards the latter half of the year.

     
In addition, I’m happy to talk in more

detail about the market if you have further
questions.

real local • real knowledge • real value
CalBRE# 01738605

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered
trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Sub-
sidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate

LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.



//NEW LISTING

A NEW CANVAS
TO PAINT YOUR 
OWN PICTURE

Sue Layng
// BROKER

925.963.7189 
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

Beautiful 1.20 acre lot in the 
wonderful La Casa Via area and the 
opportunity to build your dream 
home or build a custom home for 
resale. Incredible country living, yet 
convenient to everything wonderful 
about Walnut Creek. Lovely valley 
views and walk to the Shell Ridge 
Trail. A very special property!

0 Brodia Way, Walnut Creek

 //TOUR - www.brodiaway.com //OFFERED AT $650,000



taylormorrison.com #trademarkBAY

This is not an offering in any state where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Community Association and other fees may 
be required. Prices, promotions, incentives, features, options, amenities, floorplans, elevations, designs, materials and dimensions are subject to change without notice. Square footage and 
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and are not intended to show specific detailing. Floorplans are the property of Taylor Morrison, Inc. and its affiliates and are protected by U.S. copyright laws. For further information, 
please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate and review our Terms of Use. Taylor Morrison Services, Inc., BRE # 00968975. ©2016, Taylor Morrison of California, LLC. January 2016.

In a Home Built Just for You
Taylor Morrison homes are uniquely crafted for 

your distinctive style.
Discover your new home in Walnut Creek and 

start living your trademark today.

Corner of Geary Road and Hall Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 

1,474 – 1,724 sq. ft 
3 beds • 2.5 baths

From the high $700,000s 

NOW SELLING

4 unique two-story townhome-style designs 

Designer-selected interior upgrades  
and features

Nearby downtown Walnut Creek and major  
transportation corridors

For more information please contact sales associate Lawrence August (BRE# 00870739) at (925) 557-2074.  

LIVE YOUR  TRADEMARK



believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®
CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next.  This is my promise.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real
Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is
owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Dana Reedy
Broker Associate, JD
Coldwell Banker Top 100 Sales Associate

925.253.4621 Direct
Dana.reedy@camoves.com
www.DanaReedyHomes.com
Cal BRE # 01880723

SOLD – S. Walnut Creek SOLD – Country View 

SOLD – Rossmoor SOLD – Oakmore

SOLD – Poet’s Corner SOLD – Redwood Heights

SOLD – Sheffield Village SOLD – Rockridge

Make the right move.
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The Real Estate Year in Review
By Conrad Bassett

I
t was another extremely strong year for sellers of
residential real estate in Lamorinda, as sales vol-
ume in 2015 was consistent and the average sale

price was up significantly in Lafayette, Moraga and
Orinda. Like in 2014, homes stayed on the market for
a limited time and prices climbed as supply remained
quite low.  In 2015, 102 Lamorinda homes sold for $2
million or more, compared to 81 homes in that range
in 2014, a significant increase from the 40 homes that
sold at or above $2 million in 2013, 28 in 2012 and 17
in 2011.

          
Interest rates have remained historically low and

are still very attractive to those with down payments of
at least 20 percent.  Corporations continue to expand
and contract and also to relocate families. The minimal
amount of single-family new construction has helped
keep supply and demand within a better balance than
a lot of other neighboring communities.  The East Bay
and communities closer to San Francisco, like Lafayette,
Moraga, and Orinda as well as Piedmont and several
neighborhoods in Oakland and Berkeley, continue to
benefit from their proximity to the city where prices re-
main very high.  The East Bay is a “bargain.”

          
Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics

reported for closings Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, 2015, 338
single-family homes closed in Lafayette versus 302 in

2014, 314 in 2013, 302 in 2012 and 245 in 2011. There
was one sale where the sales price was not reported to
the MLS. For the 338 reported closings, sales prices
ranged from $680,000 to $7.2 million and the average
time on market was 24 days, almost the same as 23 days
in 2014 and 31 days in 2013. The average sale price was
$1,531,604, up from $1,339,303 in 2014 and
$1,248,532 in 2013, $1,042,921 in 2012 and
$1,040,014 in 2011. The average sales price was 102.4
percent of the final list price.  The property sale that was
excluded from the MLS did show a sales price of $7.6
million in the county records so including that property
would change the statistics slightly. There was only one
short sale reported in the MLS for the year in Lafayette,
down from five a year ago.

          
In Moraga there were 135 single-family closings,

down from 150 in 2014, but almost identical to closings
in 2013. There were 150 single-family closings in 2012
and 124 in 2011. Prices ranged from $750,000 to
$2,572,025.  The average sale price was $1,290,804, up
from $1,205,576 in 2014 and $1,147,207 in 2013.  In
2012, it was $991,469 and in 2011 it was $894,768.
Homes stayed on market 17 days in 2015, fairly similar
to the 21 in 2014 and 23 in 2013.  In 2011, homes typ-
ically stayed on the market for 40 days. The average
home sold for 102.5 percent of its last list price – the

same as 2014.  Ninety-five sold at or above their listing
price.  

          
In Orinda there were 256 single-family closings,

down from 276 in 2014.  There were 262 in 2013, 219
in 2012 and 164 in 2011.  The reported sales ranged in
price from $480,000 to $4.05 million with an average
price of $1,481,443, versus $1,370,088 in 2014.  In
2013 it was $1,240,158 and in 2012 it was $1,068,303.
The average was $1,021,751 in 2011. The average mar-
ket time was 26 days, about the same as in 2014 and
2013 when it was 28 and 27 respectively. Homes typi-
cally stayed on the market 50 days in 2011.  The sales
price was an average of just under 103 percent the final
list price for the reported sales. There were no short
sales and two REO (bank owned) sales in Orinda in
2015.

          
There were no reported sales in the MLS in

Canyon in 2014 or 2015.

          
On an average price per square foot basis for re-

ported sales in 2015, Lafayette homes sold for $585.87
– a slight increase from 2014 when it was $546.87. In
2013 it was $488.60 per square foot, and $431.45 in
2012. In 2015, Moraga homes sold for $532.90 per
square foot up from $495.15 in 2014 and compared to
$455.90 per square foot in 2013 and $398.99 in 2012.

                                                       
... continued on page D10

INTERNATIONAL
DIAMOND SOCIETY

BAY AREA TOP 100

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are inde-

pendent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Looking to sell or buy?  

Chad Morrison
Direct: 925.253.4650
Mobile: 925.330.1416

chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com    
www.sellinglamorinda.com CalBRE# 01905614

Now is a great time for both. 
Contact me for a free market 

analysis of your home.
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
... continued from page D2

MORAGA
762 Camino Ricardo, $1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 2259 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 12-10-15; 

Previous Sale: $775,000, 05-10-02
105 Miramonte Drive, $610,000, 2 Bdrms, 1134 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 12-18-15; 

Previous Sale: $570,500, 06-23-06
250 Rheem Boulevard, $995,000, 3 Bdrms, 1442 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 12-22-15; 

Previous Sale: $850,000, 12-28-06
96 Sanders Ranch Road, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3023 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 12-21-15; 

Previous Sale: $529,000, 08-19-88
412 Woodminster Drive, $660,000, 3 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 12-15-15; 

Previous Sale: $163,000, 10-05-88
ORINDA
73 Brookwood Road #33, $425,000, 2 Bdrms, 882 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 12-23-15; 

Previous Sale: $466,000, 05-27-15
3 Camino Del Diablo, $1,220,000, 2 Bdrms, 2277 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 12-22-15; 

Previous Sale: $850,000, 12-22-04
316 Camino Sobrante, $1,139,000, 5 Bdrms, 2286 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 12-17-15; 

Previous Sale: $910,000, 12-02-13
135 Crestview Drive, $965,000, 2 Bdrms, 1287 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 12-22-15; 

Previous Sale: $332,500, 09-20-95
45 Donald Drive #A, $1,075,000, 6 Bdrms, 2898 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 12-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,075,000, 04-09-15
5 Edgewood Court, $1,113,000, 3 Bdrms, 1504 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 12-11-15; 

Previous Sale: $925,000, 11-12-14
65 Evergreen Drive, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2077 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 12-15-15
10 Las Palomas, $2,283,000, 5 Bdrms, 3832 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 12-15-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,825,000, 11-07-11
56 Longridge Road, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1753 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 12-11-15; 

Previous Sale: $730,000, 08-20-04
23 Muth Drive, $825,000, 3 Bdrms, 1902 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 12-22-15
85 Underhill Road, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 2978 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 12-14-15; 

Previous Sale: $500,000, 11-20-97
42 Valley Drive, $1,420,000, 4 Bdrms, 3155 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 12-14-15

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies
every other week.

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299   Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 4.000% 4.000%

15 Year Fixed 3.125% 3.125% 3.375% 3.375%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!

3.875% /3.990% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“Providing Premier loan Products and service from the most
exPerienced and solution-oriented Professionals in your community.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!
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The Real Estate Year in Review
... continued from page D8
In Orinda last year it was $560.79, again an increase
from $520.77 in 2014.  It was $489.85 in 2013 and
$422.68 in 2012. In 2011, Lafayette homes sold for
$402.15 per square foot, Moraga homes for $381.61,
and in Orinda it was $423.17.

          
In the condominium/town home category,

Lafayette had 10 closings in 2015, a large drop from the
21 closings in 2015. As new developments of condo-
miniums and townhomes are being developed in
Lafayette, some new construction sales will not go
through the MLS.  The actual sales if the new homes
are included would increase the total. Prices ranged in
2015 from $595,000 to $1.498 million. Moraga had 81
versus 86 in 2014, 70 in 2013 and 65 in 2012. Sales
ranged from $255,000 to $950,000.  This includes at-
tached homes in Moraga Country Club.  Orinda had
seven closings, compared to 12 in 2014. They sold from

$466,000 to $1.03 million.

          
It should always be noted that there are also a few

direct sales that do not go through the MLS and they
are not reported here.  These include some foreclosures
that were sold at the courthouse as well as some sales
between private individuals.

          
As of Jan. 20, 2016, there were 34 dwellings under

contract per the MLS in the three communities com-
bined, with asking prices of $349,000 to $3.55 million.
There are only two “Potential Short Sales” that are cur-
rently pending and one REO. In each case, the antici-
pated closing date may be several months into the
future as the sellers await approval of their particular
lender or lenders. As prices have continued to rise over
the last few years, more owners now have equity in their
homes and have not had to go the short-sale process.

          
A comparison of year-end inventory in the three

communities combined shows only 34 homes on the
market – the same as at this time last year.  At the end
of 2014 there were 51.  Typically the biggest inventory
is in the spring and early summer, however this current
number may point to another year with a combination
of qualified buyers vying for a continued limited supply.
The current asking prices range from $499,000 to
$5.599 million in the three communities combined.

          
The trend in the three Lamorinda communities of

the seller receiving multiple offers and homes selling
for above the list price that began in 2011 continues
today.  This, when coupled with an extremely low sup-
ply and a willingness by sellers to be realistic in their
pricing, should continue to fuel a strong market in
2016.



Thank you for recycling this
paper. It is printed on at least

50% recycled material and
vegetable based ink and

should be recycled again. 

55+ Community

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Offered at $2,850,000 • 15HilldaleCourt.com

15 Hilldale Court, Orinda
�is home’s open �oor plan is functional and thoughtful with abundant  
natural light, gorgeous garden views, vaulted ceilings, arched doorways,  

curved walls and welcoming verandas.  5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms,  
5,270± sq. �. on 1.53± acres with lawns, numerous patio spaces, an outdoor 

kitchen, a swimming pool and spa, a full-size tennis court and a Merlot 
vineyard.  Secluded yet just minutes to 12 years of excellent Orinda schools!

Ratto

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
CalBRE#00637795

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
CalBRE#01373412

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

New Years Resolution #2

Get a (home)
makeover

Whether you're looking to 
buy or sell, we can develop 
a plan to help you achieve 
your real estate goals 

in 2016.

Call us today.

We will handle the details.

Resort Living in Rossmoor

Beautiful claremont model, 2 bed, 
2 bath, 1 car with numerous updates
throughout. open floor-plan with sitting
views of the lush green mountains.

Rebeca Moran
415.577.6823
rebecamoran@zephyrsf.com calBre# 01843603

1349 Ptarmigan drive #2, 
rossmoor, Walnut creek
$338,000
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Digging Deep-Gardening with Cynthia Brian 
Coming Up Roses
“I don’t know whether nice people tend to grow roses or growing roses makes people nice.” – Roland A. Browne

Roses are the most popular bloomers in the
world with a long and colorful history as
symbols of love, war, beauty, friendship

and politics. According to fossil evidence, the majestic
rose is older than humankind, dating to over 35 million
years ago. The cultivation of garden roses most likely
began in China over 5,000 years ago. Throughout the
Northern Hemisphere, the genus Rosa includes 150
species.  Roses were used for celebrations, perfume,
medicine, fashion and décor. 

          

The Persians considered the rose a representation
of love, the Romans planted extensive public rose gar-
dens, the Greeks wrote about roses, and pagan god-
desses were associated with this fragrant flower. During
the 15th century, “The War of the Roses” saw the
House of York with its white rose fighting against the
red rose House of Lancaster for control of England. In
France, Napoleon’s wife Josephine planted an extensive
rose collection at Chateau de Maimason which is where
the famed illustrator, Pierre Joseph Redoute, completed
what is considered one of the finest records of botanical
illustration with his watercolor collection, “Les Rose.”  

          

Contrary to popular belief, roses are extremely

easy to grow with relatively low maintenance and re-
wards that far outweigh any efforts on their behalf.  This
is the time of year when heavy pruning is in order as
well as planting bare root specimens. 

          

Let’s look at the different kinds of roses and how
to care for them:
Floribunda
These versatile sun-loving shrubs have the most blos-
soms of the hybrid teas setting clusters of three to 15
blossoms per stem. 
Hybrid Tea
Ideal for cutting, these tall, striking long-stemmed roses
are the ones you will find in florist bouquets. Hybrid
teas have only one flower per stem with many varieties
revealing a lovely rose fragrance. 
Grandiflora
These repeat bloomers are a cross between a floribunda
and a hybrid tea. Growing up to six feet tall, these ele-
gant roses feature clusters on shorter stems. 
Shrub and Carpet
Disease resistant, compact growth, impressive clusters
with little to no maintenance makes these a great selec-
tion for hillsides. These landscape roses spread growing

close to the ground, which is why they are often re-
ferred to as “carpet roses.”  Whack them off at the end
of the season for even more blooms in the months to
come. ... continued on page D14

A rose garden can have various types and colors of roses. Photos Cynthia Brian

A bouquet of perfect red hybrid teas.

A row of peach floribundas is a focal point of this
landscape.

Salmon and orange-hued roses are welcome gifts any
time of year.
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925.932.5432
www.sewerinspections.com

Sewer InspectionsSewer Inspections && Cleaning Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated

Video Inspections & Locating
Overfl ow Protection Devise Installation

38 Years of Experience 
Sewers Unclogged

Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!We let the video speak for itself!

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

Call us today for a complimentary consultation and 
discover the ‘fl uff’ difference. Simply the best!

Fluff Residential Staging and Design
925.385.8507•FluffStaging@gmail.com•FluffStaging.com

The very best home staging ...
Fluff Residential Staging & Design can make your home 
shine like no-one else can! From re-arranging and adding a 
few key pieces to your existing look to a full service install of 
a current, fresh, new appearance; Fluff is your “go to” staging 
expert who will showcase your home to appeal to the greatest 
number of buyers and ultimately produce the highest price.

A favorite climbing rose by David Austin Roses called Gertrude Jekyll.

 Refinancing?  Purchasing?  

 Call Kat! 

Equal Housing Lender.  Prospect Mortgage is located at 15301 Ventura Blvd., Suite D300, 
Sherman Oaks, CA  91403, 800-464-2484.  Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is a Delaware limited liability company, licensed by the 
Department of Business Oversight under the California Residen�al Mortgage Lending 
Act . 1910 Olympic Blvd #120 Walnut Creek, CA 94596 Branch#301524 

Kat Rider  Loan Officer  NMLS#202928 

Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years 
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Lending Act. 1910 Olympic Blvd #120 Walnut Creek, CA 94596 Branch#301524



Climber
Trained to a trellis, fence or arbor, these
roses produce long, arching canes with
prolific blooms. On a wall or wire, they
will dress up any garden.
Tree
Hardy rootstock is grafted to a long-
stemmed rose then grafted again to a rose
bush at the top of the stem to make this el-
egant rose.  Additional care is necessary to
maintain these specimens.
Miniature
Perfect for container gardening, these very
resilient roses range from six inches to two
feet in height. They flower consistently
and are great for small spaces. My favorite
is called Sun Sprinkles with creamy butter
yellow florets on a plant that is only about
one foot tall. 
Grades
When you buy a rose, you’ll see a number

on the tag: 1, 1 ½ and 2. These are grades
showing the size and quality of the plant
with the best being No. 1, which will have
bigger and better canes, will grow faster,
and provide more blooms in the first year.
It is always worth buying the best quality
rose appropriate for your particular micro-
climate. 
Patents
Some breeders have registered their roses
with the patent office so that they cannot
be duplicated. This means that you cannot
legally propagate it without permission. 
Growing Roses
The most important thing to remember
for pest protection is to buy a top quality
specimen that is appropriate for your con-
ditions. Although most roses prefer full
sun, there are varieties that grow beauti-
fully in light shade.  Roses need good
drainage in acidic soil. Improve clay soil by

working organic matter into the beds to a
depth of 12 inches. Gypsum, pine needles,
redwood leaves and coffee grounds will re-
duce alkalinity.  Fertilize in March with a
mixture of alfalfa pellets and diatoma-
ceous earth.  For insect control, compan-
ion plant with lavender and alliums. 
Deadheading and Pruning
After blooms are spent, deadhead to en-
courage repeat blooming. Don’t worry
about how you cut the stems. Roses aren’t
fussy. You can pinch off the blooms with
your fingers or use a sharp shear to cut to
the fifth leaf. Once a year at the end of Jan-
uary, prune the wood to half size for all
modern varieties. For floribundas, hybrid
teas, and grandifloras, early spring just as
the buds are swelling is a good time to
prune. Old-fashioned roses and climbers
need pruning after flowering as they
bloom on old wood. If you don’t know
what kind of rose bush you have, don’t
worry. Prune in late January or February
and let nature do its magic. Roses cannot

be killed by heavy pruning. 
Rose Hips
If you don’t deadhead, you’ll notice tiny
little orange to red balls forming where the
bloom used to be. The birds love these
rose hips as nutritional food and they are
also food for humans, especially flavorful
in teas. However, by allowing rose hips to
form, the bush will stop blooming as the
hips signal it is time for a rest. Make sure
to prune them off to enable lots of spring
flowers. 
Thorns
Most roses do have thorns, some more so
than others. I am willing to put up with a
few cuts now and then because of the
pleasure roses provide. I repeat what our
great president of the United States, Abra-
ham Lincoln, had to say about roses:
“Some people are always grumbling be-
cause roses have thorns. I am thankful that
thorns have roses.” 
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Coming Up Roses ... continued from page D12

Shrub roses, also called carpet roses, blanket this hillside with frilly blooms.

family owned in moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

If a tree fails in a field, damages would be minor. But is it fails and strikes a person
or property the consequences would be severe. The risk of an ISA certified arborist
from Advance Tree Service assess and considers both the likelihood of failure and
the likelihood of impacting, the identified targets. The target zone for dead trees is
larger than those with live, flexible branches, because dead and brittle branches are
more likely to shatter on impact spreading debris.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local ISA certified Arborist at Advance
Tree Service and Landscaping to help you be safe.
Advance Tree Service 
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

follow us on twitter (advancetree) and like us on face Book
(advancetreeserviceandlandscaPinginc.)

your friendly neighborhood 
arborists darren and lew edwards

TARGET ZONE
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Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies
every other week.

Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

           At this time of year you’ll find numerous bare-root va-
rieties available at your nursery and garden center. If you are
seeking special roses, peruse rose catalogues. Order David
Austin English roses through Feb. 19 and receive a 20 percent
discount on your order. Go to http://www.DavidAustin-
Roses.com. Use promo code UHA.
          Being a rosarian does breed kindness in people.
This year plant a rose garden and enjoy years of beauty,
fragrance, and armfuls of bouquets to share throughout
every season; 2016 is coming up roses.

©2016
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at 
www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

Cynthia Brian with an ever blooming grandiflora rose,
Tournament of Roses

Winter Rose Pruning Workshop
Saturday January 30th 10:00 a.m.

Peruse rose catalogues for unique roses not
found locally.
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ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

10 La Punta   For Lease!
Exquisite estate home on gated,
secluded OCC cul-de-sac lot.
SF Bay views. 7062sf,
4bed/4+ba. Rebuilt in 2005!
Chef's kitchen, wine cellar,
sport crt, stunning grounds!   

$14,950/ month

40 Dos Osos 
Incredible Orinda, San Pablo
Dam, Mt. Diablo views +
abundance of nature surrounds
this supersized parcel bordering
EBMUD land.  Once in a
lifetime opportunity raw land
sale.  $489,000

539 The Glade   
Super one level detached patio
home. Exceptional allure &
ideal privacy combine for a
charming home at end of court.
Views, natural light, patios off
most rooms. “Close-in”
location.  $1,275,000

407 Ridge Gate Road  
Rarely available detached 1 story
in Orindawoods on sought after
cul-de-sac. Open floor plan
w/vaulted ceilings. Stunning
outdoors, w/ generous decks for
ultimate privacy.

$1,395,000

ORINDA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

8 Camino Del Diablo  
Stunning Contemporary rebuilt in
2002 by MGHG Designs.
Impeccable design & architectural
finishes. Chef’s kitchen w/ top of
the line appliances, Carrera
marble counters, radiant floors.

$1,975,000

1807 St. Andrews Drive 
For Lease! Wonderful executive
lease opportunity in Moraga
Country Club: 4bed/2.5ba (or
3bd + large ofc) 2828 sf.,
remodeled w/views! FULL MCC
membership included.

$6,000/ month 

765 Tanglewood Drive
This 4 bed contemporary home
resides on .39 acre close to
dwntwn, commute & schools!
Ideal floor plan w/formal living,
family & dining rm, eat-in
kitchen, courtyard & lg wrap
around yard. $1,299,000

5 Burton Vista Court
Spectacular 7bd/9+ba, 8986sf
Estate w/luxury amenities in
grand oversized spaces. Premium
2.25ac parcel w/sport court, sun-
drenched pool, pavilion
w/kitchen, dressing rms &
showers. $5,599,000

ANTIOCH DANVILLE WALNUT CREEK WALNUT CREEK

4306 Spaulding Street
Spacious single level traditional
home built in 1992. Vaulted
ceilings, new carpet & lovely
laminate flrs, granite kitchen
counters, laundry rm, fireplace,
& walk to Mno Elementary.

$329,000

2 Meadowbrook Lane
Remodeled 4 bedroom/
3bathroom home. Quality finishes
with open floor plan. Flat yard
with sport court and expansive
grass area.

$1,495,000

0 Brodia Way 
Beautiful 1.2 acre lot in La Casa
Via area. Build your dream home
or a custom home for resale.
Incredible country living yet great
location in WC. Valley views &
walk to Shell Ridge Trail.

$650,000

31 Hanson Lane
Beautiful Single Story New
Construction in Walnut Heights.
On .43 flat acre, 4 bd/3.5ba, den,
chefs kitchen, hdwd flrs. Backs up
to Shell Ridge Open Space &
elementary school.  

$1,700,000
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New ListingNew Listing New Listing

New ListingNew Listing New Listing




