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Feng Shui   

...read on page D8

T
he creeks are rushing, hillsides are saturated, lawns are green, and rain is in
the forecast for the month. Our H2O dances and prayers resulted in an El
Nino winter, much to our delight. People with swimming pools find them-

selves draining the overflows. If only we as individuals could save all this extra water!
I no longer have buckets in my shower nor am I dumping dishwashing water in my
potted plants. We are not wasting water in our household, but there is no need to
collect every droplet as there was this past autumn as I have nowhere to toss the ex-
cess. In fact, I am diligent about making sure my outside container plants are not
drowning. What a difference a month makes!

          

Narcissus, bergenia and daffodils are already spreading their sweet joy in our
slumbering gardens. The cold of this winter will help trigger flower formation in
peonies. If you are lucky enough to have a home in the snow country, peonies ben-
efit from a thick blanket of snow. Camellias are blooming and rhododendrons are
budding. Loquat and pear trees boast blossoms. Begonias, pansies and cyclamen
add color and texture to our beds. Nature is on the move and we are the benefici-
aries. ... continued on page D12

Fuchsia colored cyclamen mixed with sky blue pansies adds cheer to a
window box. Pansy flowers are edible, too. Photos Cynthia Brian

Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for February
By Cynthia Brian
“It is Nature that causes all movement. ” – Veda Vyasa, The Bhagavadgita 

A field of narcissi sweeten the air with their fragrance. 
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
9
2
4

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$665,000
$800,000
$846,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$1,620,000
$1,050,000
$1,415,000

LAFAYETTE
1703 Chapparal Lane, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 5301 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 1-8-16; 

Previous Sale: $242,500, 05-24-88
1000 Hawthorne Drive, $1,285,000, 4 Bdrms, 1655 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 1-6-16; 

Previous Sale: $937,500, 09-29-15
843 Las Trampas Road, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2637 SqFt, 2007 YrBlt, 12-24-15
33 Pidgeon Court, $858,000, 2 Bdrms, 1248 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 12-29-15; 

Previous Sale: $800,000, 03-07-07
950 Raintree Place, $2,100,000, 7 Bdrms, 4237 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 1-8-16; 

Previous Sale: $485,000, 10-23-86
1820 Reliez Valley Road, $1,435,000, 4 Bdrms, 2242 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 12-29-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 08-25-04
1154 Robles Court, $665,000, 3 Bdrms, 1639 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 12-29-15; 

Previous Sale: $974,000, 04-20-05
1274 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,442,000, 4 Bdrms, 3813 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 12-30-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,075,000, 03-26-02
1001 Woodbury Road #201, $1,498,000, 12-29-15
MORAGA
76 Corliss Drive, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2030 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 12-29-15
1172 Larch Avenue, $800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2358 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 12-28-15; 

Previous Sale: $56,000, 04-16-73
ORINDA
35 Ardor Drive, $1,620,000, 4 Bdrms, 2551 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 1-8-16; 

Previous Sale: $1,470,000, 06-13-06
221 La Espiral, $1,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2087 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 12-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $750,000, 01-14-11
36 Las Vegas Road, $846,000, 3 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 12-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $835,000, 09-29-06
3 South Trail, $1,114,000, 3 Bdrms, 1685 SqFt, 1925 YrBlt, 1-6-16; 

Previous Sale: $320,000, 06-26-12

HOME SALES
presented by

LAMORINDA

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

FOR SALE

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda

Breathtaking Mediterranean
Style Estate!

Offered at $3,195,000

FOR SALE

155 Camino Pablo, Orinda

Distinguished Mansion on
huge flat lot!

Offered at $1,557,000

COMING SOON 

155 Erselia Trl, Alamo

Gardener's Paradise!
Price upon Request

SALE PENDING

56 Bates Blvd, Orinda

Spectacular Views!
Asking price $1,389,000
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DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

BEN MILLER

925.558.5744

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

ANGIE GUERRA CULUM

925.209.5999

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

 Please Join Us in Congratulating Our Very Own

SERETA CHURCHILL
CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS 2015 DISTINGUISHED REALTOR OF THE YEAR

This prestigious honor, the highest CAR bestows, has been awarded to our own Sereta Churchill, one of the 
most accomplished Realtors® in the state of California! Dudum Real Estate Group applauds Sereta’s amazing efforts, 
and we are proud and delighted she is a member of our team. Congratulations Sereta and the Churchill Team!

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441 / 925.454.4622

2730 OAK ROAD, UNIT 55, WALNUT CREEK  $375,000

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

1937 ASPENRIDGE COURT, WALNUT CREEK  $995,000

LA
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YET
TE

SCHOOLS

BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617 

3921 N. PEARDALE, LAFAYETTE  CALL AGENT

COMING

SO
ON

BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617 

1867 HOLLAND DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK  $478,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384  /  925.451.3105
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Taylor Morrison Returns to Walnut Creek with
Collection of Townhomes
Submitted by Sarah Andrews

Continuing the momentum from the success of its 3rd & Main community,
Taylor Morrison has returned to Walnut Creek with Silver Trail, a unique
community of just 13 two-story finished townhomes located right in the

heart of downtown. With sales starting in mid-January, the community has achieved
great success selling five homes within the first two weeks.  

          
“We couldn’t be more excited to be back in Walnut Creek,” said Pierrette Tier-

ney, president of Taylor Morrison’s Bay Area division. “Silver Trail offers homebuyers
many of the benefits of Bay Area living and the location is ideal – it’s within walking
distance to local shopping and dining, part of a desirable school district and close
to public transportation.“

          
Located a mile and a half from the nearest Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) sta-

tion, this collection of townhomes is built with an appreciation for design and func-
tion. Each home features three bedrooms and two-and-one-half bathrooms within
1,474 to 1,724 square feet of living space. Included in each townhome is an attached
two-car garage with an open floorplan layout of the kitchen, living and dining areas.

Selected by Taylor Morrison’s in-house design team, the interiors have been gra-
ciously appointed throughout and feature everything from stainless steel appliances
to granite or quartz kitchen countertops and the latest trends in cabinet styles, in-
cluding stone and slate colors.

          
Silver Trail showcases many of the energy efficient features that Taylor Morri-

son has become known for including tankless water heaters, jump ducts and dual
pane windows and energy efficient appliances.

          
“When designing Silver Trail we tried to anticipate the needs of our buyers,”

said Tierney. “We knew that we needed to look beyond the aesthetics of two–tone
paint and sleek countertops, and made sure to incorporate features such as USB out-
lets in the kitchen and LED recessed lighting throughout.”

          
Pricing at Silver Trail starts from the high $700,000s and homes are currently

available for viewing by appointment only.

          
To learn more about this new community or any Taylor Morrison Bay Area

community, please visit TaylorMorrison.com.

Taylor Morrison’s new Silver Trail community in Walnut Creek is now open for sales. Offering a brand new collection of two-story townhomes, Silver Trail homes range
in size from 1,474 – 1,724 square feet. Pricing starts from the high $700,000s. Photo provided



DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2011 THROUGH 2015

Lamorinda’s Best
Realtor

Premium 4BR/3.5BA, 3936± sq. �. new construction on a .63± acre oak-studded lot.
O�ered at $2,795,000 • 53OakwoodRoad.com

53 Oakwood Road, Orinda

Impeccably updated 5BR+bonus/3.5BA, 3101± sq. �. home on a .53± acre view lot.
O�ered at $1,565,000 • 21FranciscoCourt.com

�������	
�	��
��������
���

Inviting 4BR + o�ce/4.5BA, 4215± sq. �. contemporary with 2nd family room/bonus! 
O�ered at $2,635,000 • 11LeslynLane.com

�������������������������

Dana Green
License #: 01482454License #: 01866771

 
  Open Sun. 1 - 4 !

 
  Open Sun. 1 - 4 !

 
  Call to View!

AMYROSESMITH

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Suite 103 
Orinda, CA 94563 

Phone: 925.212.3897
Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
BRE: #01855959 

If you are thinking of buying or selling in 2016 
there’s never been a better time to call me.

COMING SOON in Happy Valley - 
4,407 sqft.  5 bed + office.  3 bath. 1.08 acres 

Fruit trees, tennis court, flat grass & pool.  

A  great room that is, well, GREAT 

53 E. Altarinda Drive, Orinda
65 Hillcrest Drive, Orinda

588 Dalewood Drive, Orinda
1 El Verano, Orinda

134 Crestview Drive, Orinda
74 Van Tassel Lane, Orinda

10 Wellesley, Lafayette
12 Overhill Road, Orinda
246 Overhil Road, Orinda
9 La Sombra Court, Orinda

3719 Highland Court, Lafayette
3830 Palo Alto Drive, Lafayette

115 Coral Drive, Orinda
17 Charles Hill Road, Orinda

2 Hartford Road, Orinda
11 Blackwood Court, Walnut Creek

3 Charles Hill Place, Orinda
137 Creekdale Road, Walnut Creek

431 Woodminster, Moraga
621 Augusta Drive, Moraga

5 Estates Drive, Orinda
33 La Noria, Orinda

9 Broadview Terrace, Orinda
37 Underhill Road, Orinda

121 Meadow View Road, Orinda
18 Charles Hill Road, Orinda
88 Sunnyside Lane, Orinda

9 Ranch Road, Orinda
11 Daryl Drive, Orinda
4 Las Cascadas, Orinda

102 Orchard Road, Orinda
102 Orchard Road, Orinda
171 Camino Pablo, Orinda
25 Estates Drive, Orinda
17 Tappan Lane, Orinda

52 Singingwood Lane, Orinda
188 Lombardy Lane, Orinda
25 Richelle Court, Lafayette

15 Bel Air, Orinda
156 Lombardy Lane, Orinda



taylormorrison.com #trademarkBAY

This is not an offering in any state where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Community Association and other fees may be 
required. Prices, promotions, incentives, features, options, amenities, floorplans, elevations, designs, materials and dimensions are subject to change without notice. Square footage and dimensions 
���� ����	���
� ��
� 	��� 
���� ��� ������� �������������� ������� ��������� ��� ������ ��� ���� ����� ��� 
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� ��� ���� ����� ����� ��
� ����� ������ ����������� ��
� ���
������� ���� ��� ��������� ����������� ��
� ����
not intended to show specific detailing. Floorplans are the property of Taylor Morrison, Inc. and its affiliates and are protected by U.S. copyright laws. For further information, please 
see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate and review our Terms of Use. Taylor Morrison Services, Inc., BRE # 00968975. ©2016, Taylor Morrison of California, LLC. February 2016.

In a Home Built Just for You
Taylor Morrison homes are uniquely crafted for 

your distinctive style.
Discover your new home in Walnut Creek and 

start living your trademark today.

Corner of Geary Road and Hall Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 

1,474 – 1,724 sq. ft 
3 beds • 2.5 baths

From the high $700,000s 

NOW SELLING

4 unique two-story townhome-style designs 

Designer-selected interior upgrades  
and features

Nearby downtown Walnut Creek and major  
transportation corridors

For more information please contact sales associate Lawrence August (BRE# 00870739) at (925) 557-2074.  

LIVE YOUR  TRADEMARK



Giving Dreams an Address    

Coming Soon! 
31 Crestview Drive, Orinda

Beautiful turnkey
renovation with abundant
natural light, views & level
yard featuring 5 bdrms,
plus office, 3 full baths & 2
half baths, in 3,275 sq. ft.
on a .49 acre. Stunning
hardwood floors, Marvin
windows & spacious living
areas with great indoor/
outdoor flow. Mature
drought tolerant
landscaping, inviting brick
patio & plenty of off street
parking. Attention to detail
finishes throughout. Move
in & enjoy. Close to 12 yrs
of Orinda’s top rated
schools. Call Margaret for
further information.

Offered at $1,795,000

Village Associates ~ Homes are usually a Bay Area residents largest assets or investments.
Working with Village means working with a well-recognized and respected Brokerage,

experienced, knowledgeable and tied to this real estate market. For over 15 years, Village has
been the leader in market share for a reason. “Our Strength is in our Agents.”

Margaret Zucker
(925) 286-2328
www.margaretzucker.com         
margaretzucker@comcast.net
CalBRE#01372762

Village Associates Real Estates  

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
CalBRE#01373412

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
CalBRE#00637795

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

New Years Resolution #3

Get your finances 
in shape...

to buy in 2016.

Let us help you get organized
to make a purchase this year
and to develop a search

strategy to meet your needs.

We will handle the details.

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Offered at $2,795,000 • 15HilldaleCourt.com

15 Hilldale Court, Orinda
�is home’s open �oor plan is functional and thoughtful with abundant  
natural light, gorgeous garden views, vaulted ceilings, arched doorways,  

curved walls and welcoming verandas.  5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms,  
5,270± sq. �. on 1.53± acres with lawns, numerous patio spaces, an outdoor 

kitchen, a swimming pool and spa, a full-size tennis court and a Merlot 
vineyard.  Secluded yet just minutes to 12 years of excellent Orinda schools!
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Understanding the Balance of Feng Shui
By Michele Duffy

Our environment influences our health, outlook,
personal energy, and all of these influence our

ability to be healthy, happy and prosperous.  Feng Shui
is the arrangement of your physical space with deeply
symbolic objects so that they are in alignment with
healthy Qi (energy) flow. We are continually influenced
by the energy that is around us.  

          
This energetic influence includes the land our

home is located on or the street our business resides on
and the shape of our buildings, none of which we can
necessarily change even if we wanted to.  Professional
Feng Shui allows for “adjusting” even difficult “Qi” with
the addition of specific “cures” so that we can live or
work where we do, knowing that we have restored bal-
ance.  Many people know that Feng Shui applies the five
element theory to environments and that we can ex-
pertly represent those five elements in our spaces using
wood, metal, earth, fire and water, colors and shapes
(see diagram on page D11).  

          
Another aspect of Feng Shui you might not be fa-

miliar with or associate with the art and science of
placement is safety and security.  Feng Shui has survived
for thousands of years because it offers so much more
than energetically sound decorating tips.  Feng Shui’s
greatest strength, which is often overlooked or not ac-
knowledged, is that it helps you to be safe and secure in
your space and frees you up to concentrate more on the
priorities of your life.              ... continued on page D10

Note the location of the bed and nightstands, away from the door, in this “commanding position.”
Photo Bigstock

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are inde-
pendent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Looking to Buy or Sell?  

Chad Morrison
INTERNATIONAL DIAMOND SOCIETY
BAY AREA TOP 100
Direct: 925.253.4650
Mobile: 925.330.1416
chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com    
www.sellinglamorinda.com

CalBRE# 01905614

I look forward to assisting
you with your real estate

needs in 2016



Call us today for a complimentary consultation and 
discover the ‘fl uff’ difference. Simply the best!

Fluff Residential Staging and Design
925.385.8507•FluffStaging@gmail.com•FluffStaging.com

The very best home staging ...
Fluff Residential Staging & Design can make your home 
shine like no-one else can! From re-arranging and adding a 
few key pieces to your existing look to a full service install of 
a current, fresh, new appearance; Fluff is your “go to” staging 
expert who will showcase your home to appeal to the greatest 
number of buyers and ultimately produce the highest price.

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299   Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.625% 3.625% 3.875% 3.875%

15 Year Fixed 3.000% 3.000% 3.250% 3.250%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!

3.875% /3.990% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!
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Why is this important?  If we feel safe and secure we also can relax in our home

or workspaces, thus allowing us to think clearly, solve life problems, and lead fuller
lives.   Here are some Feng Shui examples we can apply to create environments that
allow more life to happen:

          
Floorplan Analysis. The Bagua map ancient topography is laid out for max-

imization and protection of key areas in our lives and is designed to safeguard our
life paths, health and wealth, and relationship intimacy. On the Bagua map diagram,
you will notice the three lower areas closest to the front door and the outside world

are Self Knowledge/Wisdom, Career, and Helpful People/Travel.  We need all three
to move forward in our public lives. The center of the Bagua map focuses on health
and family and children and these areas are the bridge between the inner/outer,
Ying/yang, private/public. The outside world nourishes these areas, which due to
their position also offers some protection.  

          
The private areas of your life are located on the top line or back of your home.

Your wealth, reputation and relationships are offered the most protection, and help
you to take the best care of yourself in these most secure areas of your home. 

          
The “Commanding Position.” The commanding position is a recurring

theme in Feng Shui
and we apply it to
master beds, kids
beds, desks, and
stoves.  The idea is
that when you take
charge of your space,
you take charge of
your life.   

The com-
manding position in
a bedroom is where
you sit in the bed
and face the door
without being in di-

rect line with the door.  You are positioned to have the best visual control over the
room, respond to whatever comes your way or whoever enters the room and this
correlates to better being able to be in control of your life.  You know you are in the
power spot in any room when you feel most comfortably positioned in the room, in
the coziest spot, facing and away from the door.

          
The most important concept is to try to place your bed, desk, stove in the com-

manding position and then make room for the other items or furniture in each room.
When you cannot place these powerful symbols of personal power in the command-
ing position due to limitations of the space, the expertise of a professional can help
adjust your specific space, even if the commanding position isn’t possible.

          
Sounds can be used as a cure, such as bells on the front door to alert us to the

comings and goings in our spaces. Many businesses effectively use a “shop keepers”
bell to know when someone has entered their space. Lighting is another way we can
introduce safety and utility into our spaces, including outdoor lighting for easy access
to our homes and offices at any time of the day and also to discourage theft.  

          
Finally, a headboard and footboard for your bed is paramount to making you

feel secure while you sleep.  Our personal Qi needs a container for restful sleep and
more creativity by day, but a headboard can also give a sense of having a strong, sup-
portive backing, something to lean on – hence you sleep better.   

          
I hope these tips will allow you to take immediate action to improve the Feng

Shui in your environments for the start of a happy, healthy and safe new year.

Night
Table
16x24

Night
Table
16x24

The desk in this home office shows the proper “commanding position.”
Photo Bigstock

Understanding the Balance of Feng Shui
... continued from page D8



WEALTH &
PROSPERITY
"Gratitude"

REAR LEFT

Wood
Blues, purple & reds

HEALTH & FAMILY
"Strength"

MIDDLE LEFT

Wood
Blues & Greens

KNOWLEDGE &
SELF CULTIVATION

"Stillness"

FRONT LEFT

Earth
Black, blues & greens

FAME &
REPUTATION

"Integrity"

REAR MIDDLE
Fire
Reds

CENTER

"Earth"

Yellow &
earth tones

CAREER
"Depth"

FRONT MIDDLE

Water
Black & dark tones

LOVE & MARRIAGE
"Receptivity"

REAR RIGHT

Earth
Reds, pinks, & whites

CREATIVITY &
CHILDREN

"Joy"

MIDDLE RIGHT

Metal
White & Pastels

HELPFUL PEOPLE
& TRAVEL

"Synchronicity"

FRONT RIGHT

Metal
White, grey & black

“Front Door”

Michele Duffy, BTB M.F.S. is an Orinda resident who,
since 1999, enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui
one space at a time, as well as hiking in nature, cooking,
and spending time with her family; Canyon Ranch Feng
Shui Master, International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) Red
Ribbon Professional.  To schedule a professional 2015
Feng Shui Consultation, contact Michele at (520) 647-
4887 or send an email to spaceharmony@gmail.com. 
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Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for February
... continued from page D1

A begonia cascades over the container on the patio. Photos Cynthia Brian It will be a great harvest for loquats this season based on the abundance of the blooms. 

PICK navel oranges as they are ripening. Twist the orange and when it comes off
the limb easily it’s ready to eat. If the orange resists, let it stay on the tree a bit longer.

PROTECT lettuce from aphids naturally by planting alyssum as a border.

GROW pansies, cyclamen, and violets as a winter pick-me-up and to attract butter-
flies. Pick the edible flowers to adorn salads and desserts.

SPRINKLE a granular organic fertilizer around fruit trees. The rainy weather will
aid with the absorption of the grains.

PROTECT frost tender plants from the cold, especially those in containers. We
have at least 45 days more of possible freezes. Frost blankets, canvas, tarps or cloth

sheets will do the trick. Don’t use plastic and be especially diligent with citrus.

DIG a ditch to divert water from rain gutters to your garden. It’s best to line the
swale with pebbles, gravel, or rocks to help filter the runoff and protect against flood-
ing. These swales look great as dry creeks during the summer months. 

HARVEST cabbage, chard, lettuces, arugula, and other greens as needed. Snip the
tops of greens to encourage more growth.

PERUSE seed catalogues curled up on the couch with a cup of hot tea on a chilly,
rainy day. You’ll get ideas for new plants and learn a bit more about the growing sea-
sons. ... continued on page D14
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WHY CALL IT A WEED? 
 

Did you know that oxalis, mustard and dandelions 
among others are all wonderful native plants that 

bees love and feed on? 
 

 Did you know when you spray pesticides you kill the 
bees and destroy their food supply? 

 
Did you know bees pollinate 1 in 4 foods we eat? 

 
Honey bee feasting on oxalis 

Learn more at: www.helpabee.org 
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PLAN on planting a patch of wildflowers at the end of our rainy season. Wildflow-
ers are easy and rewarding plus they come back year after year.

PRUNE your roses, vines and berry bushes through mid-February. 

DESIGN your dream garden while the weather is wet in preparation for April and
May planting.

PLAY in the mud. New research shows that when you dig in the soil, beneficial
bacteria in the environment repopulate the community of bacteria on your skin,
boosting your immune system. Get dirty. It’s good for you!

SHOWER your beloved with red roses and baby’s breath for Valentine’s Day.

HIBERNATE. Our gardens are sleeping and so should we. Take time for yourself
this February. Rest, relax, rejuvenate and replenish yourself. Move with Mother
Nature.

NEED ideas to help you choose the right plants for your garden? 
Consider these four selections for four different areas of your yard:
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Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for February ... continued from page D12

Cabbages, chard, and leafy greens are harvested all winter.

This crop of navel oranges is ready for picking. Protect citrus from frost for at least
45 more days.

Family owned in 
Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

Winter is the best time to start pruning deciduous plants and trees, such
as maples, shrubs, roses, most fruit trees and most of all your Monterey
pines. They go dormant in the winter and some lose their leaves.
Deciduous plants are best pruned in the winter because that’s when
they’re dormant and less prone to disease. 
Before you start hacking away at your yard, you may want to call in a
professional Arborist from Advance Tree Service to give you their
advice on what should be done, the proper handling during pruning is
essential to ensure a healthy future for your trees and shrubs.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree
Service to help make your yard its very best.
Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees.

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew EdwardsWinter Pruning
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Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

Plants for a Shady Area
Hosta
Foxglove
Ajuga
Hydrangea

Plants to Attract Butterflies and Hummingbirds
Coreopsis
Hibiscus
Creeping Phlox
Agastache

Plants that the Deer Don’t Usually Eat
Bleeding Heart
Lavender
Iris
Naked Ladies

Plants for Sunny Areas
Daylily
Sage
Roses
Echinacea

If you want one-to-one assistance, email me to set up a
garden consultation with hourly rates. I’ll help your gar-
den shine this
spring.

Sending you
love, blessings
and virtual
rose bouquets
for a warm, ro-
mantic Valen-
tine’s
celebration.

Happy Gardening! Happy Growing! Happy Love Day!

©2016
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at 
www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

Cynthia Brian in the garden

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53
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Feng Shui Gardens
February 20, 2016, 10:00 a.m.

Presented by Michelle Duffy, BTB M.F.S.Learn about what creates healthy and
vibrant Feng Shui in the garden as it relates to seasonal and water concerns,

color and the Five Element theory, and the symbolic meaning of certain plants.
To reserve a seat please call (925) 254-3713

or info@mcdonnellnursery.com

family owned since 1933



Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

L amorinda’s  L eading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Sunday Open Homes
93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

10 La Punta   
Exquisite estate home on gated,
secluded OCC cul-de-sac lot.
SF Bay views. 7062sf,
4bed/4+ba. Rebuilt in 2005!
Chef's kitchen, wine cellar,
sport court, stunning grounds!   

$14,950/ month

40 Dos Osos 
Incredible Orinda, San Pablo
Dam, Mt. Diablo views +
abundance of nature surrounds
this supersized parcel bordering
EBMUD land.  Once in a
lifetime opportunity raw land
sale.  $489,000

539 The Glade   
Super one level detached patio
home. Exceptional allure &
ideal privacy combine for a
charming home at end of court.
Views, natural light, patios off
most rooms. “Close-in”
location.  $1,275,000

407 Ridge Gate Road  
Rarely available detached 1 story
in Orindawoods on sought after
cul-de-sac. Open floor plan with
vaulted ceilings. Stunning
outdoors with generous decks for
ultimate privacy.

$1,395,000

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA MORAGA

31 Crestview Drive  
Completely renovated turn key
Orinda home featuring five
bedrooms plus office, three
bathrooms plus two half baths.
Quality finishes, level out patio
and yard with expansive views.

$1,795,000

8 Camino Del Diablo  
Stunning Contemporary rebuilt in
2002 by MGHG Designs.
Impeccable design & architectural
finishes. Chef’s kitchen w/ top of
the line appliances, Carrera
marble counters, radiant floors.

$1,975,000

160 Camino Don Miguel
Magnificent Spanish
Mediterranean estate on 2 adj.
lots, located on 4th hole of OCC.
Main house completely rebuilt in
1996 is over 5800sf with 5bd/5ba
& separate 627sf 1bd/1ba guest
house. $6,200,000

10 Newberry Place
Spacious level 4+bd/2ba home
on cul-de-sac w/new Anderson
windows, new window blinds &
paint throughout. 2 car attached
garage. Walk to park, Moraga
Library & St. Mary's College.

$4,500/ month 

MORAGA MORAGA LAFAYETTE PLEASANT HILL

1807 St. Andrews Drive 
Wonderful executive lease
opportunity in Moraga Country
Club: 4bed/2.5ba (or 3bd + large
ofc) 2828 sf., remodeled
w/views! FULL MCC
membership included.

$6,000/ month 

1072 Sanders Drive
Light & bright fully remodeled
and expanded 4 bedroom, 2 bath
plus office on a level creek-side
.27 acre lot. Close to K-8 top
schools!

Call for Price

5 Burton Vista Court 
Spectacular 7bd/9+ba, 8986sf
Estate w/luxury amenities in
grand oversized spaces. Premium
2.25ac parcel w/sport court, sun-
drenched pool, pavilion
w/kitchen, dressing rooms &
showers. $5,599,000

20 Whitfield Court
Great 2.58 acre parcel at top of
knoll w/views of Mount Diablo &
ideal privacy. Truly special setting
sites for development zoned R-10
& R-15. Wonderful opportunity
for investment.

$1,750,000

New ListingFor Lease

Leased New Listing

Coming Soon New Listing New Listing




