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Sh|r|y Slegel and Neshe Ganch getting ready for Valentine’s Day orders.

The Cost of Convenience

Local florists impacted by Internet orders

By Nick Marnell

stressed-out consumer, not knowing much about
flowers and feeling the extra pressure of Valen-
tine’s Day, makes for an easy mark in the floral
industry, and plenty of operators are ready to pounce,

many promoting online with a toll-free phone number.
“You’re taking your chances,” said Neshe Ganch,

owner of Floral Arts in Lafayette. “When you call one of
those 800 numbers, you may not be calling a flower
shop.” You may be dealing with a call center, which
charges service, handling, shipping or convenience fees
to forward your order to a local florist. And you often
have no idea whom you are dealing with.

Photo Andy Scheck

“We call them sending florists,” said Arlene Kahn,
owner of King Florist and Gifts in Moraga. “They’re
order takers, and they are not necessarily florists. They
take your order, then they come to a florist, asking it to
fill the order for more than they will pay to do it.

... continued on page A6
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Lafayette Trail Neighborhood home!
Featuring 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, this home has a swimming
pool with solar heat, hardwood floors throughout, and is just a short
walk from both Lafayette Elementary and Stanley Middle School.

Join us Thursday, February 11 from 5-7pm
for a neighborhood preview.
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This Week Read About:

Lafayette rent moratorium shelved ~ A2
Moraga Center Specific Plan ideas

Council discussion on Orinda road repair A6
Reneau named Business Person of Year A9

Overcrowding at animal shelter AN
Lamorinda Arts Council film fest B2
Boys'basketball update q
CivicNews A1-A12
New Community Choice
Aggregation program

considered in Lafayette and
Moraga — see stories on pages
A3 and AS.

Fire Districts A8

MOFD plans to redraft its
strategic plan — page AS.

Life in Lamorinda B1-B10

Pearl Harbor

survivor shares
stories from his
past — page B2.
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Of Life and leb

Trees are falling, but not just from El Nino

reviewed A4
Police chief starts as interim town By Cathy Dausman
manager A5

Local trees, including mature oaks and pines,
are falling and in need of removal, but the re-
cent EI Nino rain storms are only partly to blame.
It is more apt to be a combination of events — call
it the perfect storm — causing their demise. Recent
Lamorinda examples reported by Nixle, a govern-
ment emergency notification system, include
downed power lines on LaCintella in Orinda and
along Orchard Road due to collapsed trees, a road
closure in Canyon due to a fallen tree on Pinehurst,
and Miner Road closed near Camino Pablo be-
cause of a downed tree.

The World Meteorological Organization
called the years 2011-2015 the warmest five-year
period on record, and “trees suffered during the
drought,” said Jim Turner of Bruce Maciver Com-
pany. Turner should know — he’s made his living
climbing trees for 34 years, the last 28 working

Expert Knowledge.
Exceptional Service.
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Jim Colhoun

Offered at 51'395’000 Relocation & Home Marketing Specialist
Virtual Tour: www.3435LittleLn.com 925.200.2795
JimColhoun.com
g‘i{“ﬁf@es MASON-McDUFFIE jim.colhoun@bhghome.com

CalBRE#01029160

Moraga
Town Hall
Scheduled

State Sen. Steve Glazer
and Assemblywoman
Catherine Baker will
provide an update on
legislative priorities in
2016 and listen to
thoughts on issues fac-
ing the community at
the Moraga Town Hall
from 7 to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 11 at the
Joaquin Moraga Inter-
mediate School Audito-
rium. For information,
contact Sen. Glazer’s
Walnut Creek office at
(925) 942-6082.

A downed tree on Rancho Road in Lafayette is removed.
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Public Meetings

City Council
Monday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting

District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.cl.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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1141 Vallecito Court, Lafayette ¢ Coming Soon!

Custom 5BR/4.5BA, 5537 sq. ft. Happy Valley Mediterranean with 1BR/1BA Casita. Exceptional construction,
quality fit & finish & incredible indoor/outdoor flow define this half-acre parcel with stunning gardens, infinity pool
& spa, valley views, outdoor fireplace & 20-vine cabernet vineyard. A+ location with close access to everything!

Offered at $3,675,000 e 1141VallecitoCourt.com

Lafayette’s Best .«
—__ Realtor __—

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

2008 THROUGH 2015

License # 01482454

Lafayette Police
Department Incident

Summary Report

Jan 17-23
Alarms 31
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 18
Noise Complaints 1
Traffic Stops 43

Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subjects 15
Suspicious Vehicles 13
Abandoned Vehicle

Hanson Dr/St Marys Rd
Burglary, Auto

10 block Ruth Ct

Lafayette Park Hotel

3400 block Mt Diablo Blvd

900 block Risa Rd (3)
Burglary, Residential

3500 block Springhill Rd

3400 block Shangri La Rd
Burglary, Miscellaneous

1700 block Reliez Valley Rd
Counterfeit

Diablo Foods
Drunk in Public

Reported to police
DUI

3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Harassment

500 block McBride Dr

1000 block Carol Ln

1000 block Oak Hill Rd
Health & Safety Violation

3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Hit & Run

Wells Fargo
Panhandling

Trader Joe’s

Post Office
Police/Fire/EMS Response

10 block Ruth Ct

3500 Brook St
Prescription Fraud

3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd

Rent Moratorium Shelved for Troubled Complex

By Cathy Tyson

ke

At the playground structure at the 1038 on Second apartment complex,

management would prefer that bikes and skateboards stay off the walk-

ways.

Noting the recent improvement
in discussions between ten-

ants and management of the 1038
on Second apartment complex,
Lafayette City Council members, at
their Jan. 25 meeting, wished them
well and opted to continue to table
the rent increase moratorium they
had been considering. After taking
over ownership of the aging devel-
opment in February 2015, many
long-term tenants faced steep rent
increases along with additional new

Public Nuisance
3200 Elvia St
Condit Rd/Windsor Dr
1000 block Dyer Dr
Mosswood Dr/Village Center
10 block Olde Creek Plaza
Bacon Way/Springbrook Rd
Huntleigh/Lucas Dr
Promiscuous Shooting
80 block Lafayette Cir
1000 block Hawthorne Dr
Reckless Driving
Pleasant Hill/Olympic Blvd
Pleasant Hill/Deer Hill Rds (2)
Pleasant Hill/Hwy 24
Shoplifting
Safeway
Surveillance
4000 block Happy Valley Rd
Theft, Petty
1100 block Rahara Dr
4000 block Los Arabis Dr
10 block Greenvalley Dr
Library
3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
1100 block Bacon Way (2)
3600 Mosswood Dr
900 block Bell St
Candlelight Ln/Greenvalley Dr
Safeway
Theft, ID
900 block Acalanes Rd
1100 block Camino Vallecito
Trespass
100 block Camellia Ln
3400 Black Hawk Rd
Vandalism
3200 block Marlene Dr

Photo C. Tyson

charges for water, sewer and
garbage, and were continually frus-
trated by unresponsive property
management staff.

Angry tenants brought their case
to the city council in May 2015, ask-
ing them to intercede on their behalf
because management appeared to
be tone deaf to their complaints.
While the city has never gotten in-
volved in tenant-landlord disputes
before, tenants’ pleas spurred them
to take action, calling the situation
“abusive.” While discussions of a
rent moratorium ultimately brought
Sack representatives to the bargain-
ing table, it became clear that actu-
ally establishing a rent increase
moratorium could adversely affect
many of the reputable mom and pop
landlords in Lafayette.

Acknowledging that since the
complex changed hands, there
have been three property man-
agers, Nancy Wierdsma, director

of property management, thanked
residents for meaningful feedback,
and outlined the following com-
promises agreed to by Sack Prop-
erties: limiting rent increases to no
more than 10 percent annually and
honoring grandfathered pet rent
and parking agreements; and not
changing Section 8 agreements
made by the previous owner. “Our
goal is to continue to build trust,”
she said, explaining that the firm is
“committed to working directly
with residents.”

Trust-building may take some
time. Resident Karen Kern
lamented the poor level of Sack
Properties’ customer service. “It’s a
little disheartening that it took all
that effort just to get a meeting with
them,” she said. “We shouldn’t
have to come to the city council
multiple times in 10 months to ad-
vocate for help.”

“We don’t have a whole lot of
faith when they come up and say
this is what we are doing — because
we haven’t seen it yet,” said tenant
Peggy Pricco. Reviews for the com-
plex as well as the property manage-
ment team could not be any lower
on social media.

Wierdsma called the newly im-
posed utility fees “industry stan-
dard” at a recent community
meeting; Sack Properties had
arranged for a representative from
the third-party billing organization
to clarify at the holiday meet-and-
greet community meeting exactly
how water and garbage rates were
set for each unit. The buildings are
not individually metered.

There was a substantial amount

of deferred maintenance at the com-
plex, which the new owner is now
addressing. Seismic improvements
have been made, and there is now a
fitness center, a lounge, barbecues
and better landscaping. Although
physical improvements have been
made, and communication is head-
ing in the right direction, there is
still a reluctance by management to
recognize the tenants’ association.

Council member Don Tatzin
pointed out that newly billed utility
charges, when added to the base rent
that has been increased a maximum
of 10 percent per year, has the ten-
ants paying more than just the 10
percent bump.

Wierdsma told the city council
that more clarification on some top-
ics that had caused friction in the past
has been discussed. “We are not en-
deavoring to evict tenants for not
cleaning their toilets.” She empha-
sized current efforts at open commu-
nication, with senior team members
participating in the community meet-
ing to show their resolve.

Although many city council
members have had discussions with
Sack Properties personnel, this was
the first public meeting where an ac-
tual representative showed up. Vice
Mayor Mike Anderson appreciated
everyone’s effort in attending and
acknowledged that the housing sit-
uation in the Bay Area in general is
very difficult. He has seen that
many local “landlords are not inter-
ested in pushing out their tenants,”
but that clearly this situation im-
proved only after threat of a rent
moratorium. His advice? “You
need to talk to each other.”

A few selections:

balsamic olive oil

Vino is not your typical restaurant.
Our food is made only with the freshest and finest I/
ingredients. We do not use any commercial sauces,

. hydrogenated oils or trans-fats. What we serve you "'II

is delicious, healthy food made with passion.

Beet Salad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins, goat cheese, herb vinaigrette....7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta cheese,

nrA

Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans, chimichurri sauce......... 18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino: in a rich tomato-basil sauce, parmesan, garlic toast..19
Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo
Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens, and potato gratin..17
Veal Smllopini: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. — Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.

19

17

ESTEE
Free Gift.

LAUDER

Your Choice.

Our Treat.

With any Estée Lauder

Purchae of $35.00 or more.

Worth Up To $130.00

Offer good while
supplies last.
One gift to a

i
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Lafayette ¢ Danville ¢ Montclair ¢ Countrywood ¢ Auburn



Wednesday, February 10, 2016

www.lamorindaweekly.com

2016 Citizen of the Year
Nominations Requested

Do you have a person in mind for the City of Lafayette to honor as 2016

Citizen of the Year?
Criteria are as follows:

* Must NOT be a current elected or paid member of any city council,

school board or commission;

* Must be a current Lafayette resident;
*» Must be someone who has given of their time, money or energy to help
make Lafayette a healthy community, where people will want to live,

work and shop;

* Must be someone who models excellence in everything they do;
* Must be someone who brings this community together and/or makes
us proud to be a member of the community.

A celebration dinner will be held on Friday, March 18 at the Lafayette
Park Hotel and Spa to honor the winner. The deadline for submitting nomi-
nations is Friday, Feb. 12. The 2016 Lafayette Citizen of the Year Award is
co-sponsored by the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce and Lamorinda
Weekly. Please email your nomination to Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Jay Lifson at jay@lafayettechamber.org or send your
nomination to the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, attention Lafayette Cit-
izen of Year nomination, 100 Lafayette Circle, Suite103, Lafayette, CA

94549. — C. Tyson

Greener Power Likely
Coming to Lafayette

By Cathy Tyson

SARME SOTWICE AL ALW,

ity leaders want residents to
have a choice of where their
electricity comes from.

After weighing all the options,
Lafayette City Council members
voted to move forward with Marin
Clean Energy —a nonprofit that pro-
cures electricity from renewable
sources such as solar, wind, bioen-
ergy, geothermal, and small hydro,
then partners with PG&E to deliver
it — so that they can conduct a mem-
bership analysis. Assuming the
analysis is positive in terms of rates
and environmental impact, the city
will join MCE.

The energy used in homes, busi-
nesses and municipal buildings is
now provided solely by PG&E,
which currently reports that 27 per-
cent of its energy production comes
from renewable sources. The utility
is working toward one-third ofits en-
ergy portfolio from renewables by
2020.

By going with MCE, residents
will have a choice of power options:
stay with PG&E, or pick from
MCE’s power options: “light green”
with 56 percent renewable energy,
“deep green” 100 percent renewable,
or “Local Sol” with 100 percent local
solar.

With a unanimous affirmative
vote, Ordinance 644 was officially
introduced, and continued to March
14 for its second reading and adop-
tion. The ordinance approves the
Marin Clean Energy Joint Powers
Agreement and authorizes the imple-
mentation of a Community Choice
Aggregation program.

“Today we don’t have a choice,”
said Mark Higgins, Environmental
Task Force member. “Joining a CCE
(community choice energy) provider
enables more competition where
there currently is none — two com-
peting entities that have to compete
for customers. At the end of the day
it’s the market that wins.”

By offering service with Marin
Clean Energy, Lafayette joins a
Community Choice Aggregation
program, or CCA, which enables
local governments to acquire
cleaner renewable power on be-
half of residents and businesses,
and creates a partnership with
local utilities — in this case, PG&E
— to deliver it through its power
lines, benefitting customers with
affordable rates, local control and
greener energy. PG&E would
continue to provide consolidated
billing, still owns the grid, pro-
vides customer service and main-
tains power lines.

Since 2002, when the state of
California passed AB 117, public
agencies and joint power authorities

L1

YOLUIR CORMUNTTY CHOICE

are able to pool the electricity de-
mands of their constituents to pro-
vide a local power choice.

Residents can expect to see a ro-
bust outreach campaign by MCE to
help customers make an informed
decision later this year, with actual
electricity service starting in late
summer or fall 2016, if the member-
ship analysis is positive. Additional
outreach will include local events
and workshops, as well as presenta-
tions to clubs and organizations.
Customers will have the choice of
opting out of the MCE arrangement
and can return to PG&E service at
any time.

Offering this option has no fiscal
impact on the city. In addition, this
move coincides with the city’s Envi-
ronmental Strategy that was adopted
in 2006 to encourage a more envi-
ronmentally sustainable community.

Although Contra Costa County
is in the initial phase of creating its
own CCE, it is unknown how long
that may take and there is uncertainty
about start-up costs, rate competi-
tiveness, timing and risk.

City leaders chose to go with
MCE, an existing provider that was
formed in 2008, serving customers
since 2010, with a proven track
record. According to the City of
Lafayette Staff Report, MCE cur-
rently serves 165,000 customers in
all of the cities and unincorporated
areas of Marin County. The organi-
zation is addressing climate change
by reducing energy related green-
house gas emissions through a range
of renewable energy sources, provid-
ing 50 to 100 percent of their elec-
tricity through renewable sources:
solar, wind and waste-to-energy. So
far MCE reports that it has reduced
more than 131 million pounds of
green- house gas emissions, and in
the process, is saving its customers
more than $5.9 million via lower
electricity rates.

The environmental task force has
been actively investigating energy op-
tions since 2014. It evaluated a long
list of considerations before making
its recommendation to the city council
to join MCE, including rate volatility,
financial liability, the impact of green
house gas emissions, control over
governance and more. The group
concluded that taking no action would
limit customer choice.

Acknowledging that it’s unfortu-
nate that Contra Costa County is not
further along the CCE path, Council
Member Mike Anderson said, “This
is something that is available now that
we can take advantage of — we get a
choice to our residents quickly.”

Mayor Mark Mitchell agreed:
“Who doesn’t like choice?”

£ 925-377-0977
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KATZMAN

ccessfully selling real

Moraga Resident Since 1966,
estate for over 30}'EE|]"5-.

915-376-7 770 » kkatzman@pacunion.com

Experience counts.

Some of my closed sales.

34 ARDILLA RD
46 SARAH LN
16 SARAH LN
28 SARAH LN

459 FERNWOOD DR
75 SANDERS RANCH
392 SPRINGFIELD
41 MERRILL
83 MARIE PL
132 WHITETHORNE
9 LISA LN

8 LOUISE CT*"
1203 RIMER DR
1218 RIMER DR
1224 RIMER DR
1229 RIMER DR
1236 RIMER DR
1295 RIMER DR

133 SHUEY DR**
89 SHUEY DR
70 SHUEY DR
24 CARR DR

367 DEERFIELD DR

36 BUCKINGHAM

20 BUCKINGHAM

39 BUCKINGHAM

1798 ST ANDREWS**
160 SELBORNE DR
1124 SANDERS DR
1099 SANDERS DR
1076 SANDERS DR*

24 FREITAS DR*
3 WANDEL DR
4 WANDEL DR

149 WALFORD DR
108 WALFORD DR

4 SPARROW CT
11 KETELSEN

8 PIMENTEL CT

258 LAKEFIELD PL
133 WESTCHESTER
15 BRECK CT**
830 AUGUSTA DR**
1012 LARCH AVE***

1164 LARCH AVE

1160 LARCH AVE

1027 LARCH AVE

1024 LARCH AVE

1148 LARCH AVE

1204 LARCH AVE

1056 LARCH AVE

1090 LARCH AVE*

1235 LARCH AVE
LARCH LN
1843 JOSEPH DR
9 FLUETI DR
679 MORAGA RD
656 MORAGA RD
433 MORAGA WAY*
139 PASEO DEL RIO
1426 DE LA CRUZ
107 NATALIE DR
257 SANDRINGHAM
238 SANDRINGHAM
235 SANDRINGHAM
1072 COUNTRY CLUB
1080 COUNTRY CLUB
401 BIRCHWOOD
354 BIRCHWOOD
398 BIRCHWOOD
268 BIRCHWOOD***
1835 LAMPLIGHT
279 THARP DR
160 VIA JUAQUIN
13 DONALD DR
2220 LOCH LN
1924 ASCOT**
1939 ASCOT
1977 ASCOT #5
1977 ASCOT #6
2055 ASCOT #107
2075 ASCOT #121
2079 ASCOT #140
2067 ASCOT #242*
1958 ASCOT
144 ASCOT #2
2063 ASCOT
2135 ASCOT #11
2135 ASCOT #28
2135 ASCOT #17
2135 ASCOT #20***
2135 ASCOT #27°
2135 ASCOT #26**
2135 ASCOT #24
2087 ASCOT #224
2087 ASCOT #124
2079 ASCOT #135*
2024 ASCOT
2083 ASCOT #133
2091 ASCOT #127
2145 DONALD #9
96 MIRAMONTE DR
156 MIRAMONTE DR
201 MIRAMONTE DR

16 JOSEFA PL
430 N. CIVIC DR #403
1025 ALTA MESA DR
1161 ALTA MESA
2740 N. MAIN ST
1018 RIVER ROCK LN**
1613 GEARY RD
1301 GOLDENRAIN
1976 FOX RIDGE CT
94 G ELDER**
1409 CAMINO PERAL
1403 CAMINO PERAL
1418 CAMINO PERAL®
1405 CAMINO PERAL
1437 CAMINO PERAL
1416 CAMINO PERAL***
1475 CAMINO PERAL
1515 A CAMINO PERAL
407 WOODMINSTER
422 BUSTOS
120 VIA JOAQUIN
1775 PANDA WAY
236 VALLEY GLEN®
180 VALLEY GLEN
205 VISTA GLEN PL
950 OAK VISTA
565 PALO ALTO PL
2020 DATE ST

6 TANGLEWOOD LN
42 LA ENCINAL
1729 RELIEZ VALLEY
22N TICE VALLEY***
6373 ARMS LAKE RD
1348 NAVELLIER
407 LAVA CT
52 SHASTA CT
0 GRUND LN (LOT)
1715 139TH ST
5180 CAMINO ALTA
2277 STAR AVE
4416 PAMPAS CIR
2971 CONSUELO RD
4255 WILSON LN
955 ROSEHEDGE CT
2 AGHALEE LN*
1018 RIVER ROCK**
1919 YGNACIO VLY***
309 CORTE GABRIEL
200 RIO GRANDE CT
324 HOLIDAY HILLS
21 BROOKWOOD RD
1602 RANCHO VIEW
3545 BOYER CIRCLE
938 MOHR LN
3569 BADDING RD*
35 BAYLOR LN
1092 MAYWOOD LN
325 BEACON RIDGE
3 ROBERTS CT
78 SLEEPY HOLLOW
1891 APOLLO CT
1043 CAMINO PABLO
295 CALLE LA MESA
428 ZINFANDEL CIR
1522 RISHELL DR
358 EL TOYONAL
8 SAGER CT
15804 CAMBRIDGE"
480 MISSION BAY #533
3044 SHETLAND DR
1080 CEDARWOOD
2268 PEPPER DR
386 ODIN
390 BIRCHWOOD DR
1079 SANDERS DR
140 OXFORD DR
611 AUGUSTA DR

5521 LIKENS AVE
133 DARTMOUTH PL
11770 PACIFIC COAST HWY
19511 ALANA RD***
7 EL CAMINO FL
20 JUNIPER WAY
20 ROSS DR*

30 ROSS DR*

3 WOODFORD DR
10 WOODFORD DR
19021 SCHUESTER
3628 BICKERSTAFF
67 LA CRESTA
115 FIRESTONE DR
11 SAGE CT
895 STONEGATE CIR
31 COLORADO
3 CREEKWOOD CT
540 LAURA ANN CT
210 CARMEL**

51 CAMINO ENCINAS
529 OAKSHIRE PL
201 TUMBLEWEED
650 SKY HY CT

PACIFIC
LIPTOM

*Represented both buyer and seller **Sold twice ***

Sold 3 times or had 3 different transactions on property

I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next.

Call me for
License #: 00875484

a no obligation visit!

BRYD
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SELLING POWER
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17 Thune Avenue, Moraga

Delightful 4BD/2BA turn-key
property on a quiet Moraga

street. Enjoy the spacious
floorplan of this 2,167+/-st
home that includes a beautiful
kitchen with breakfast bar
| open to the family room.
| Situated on a lovely .22+/-
acre lot with large flat
backyard and play structure.
Close to Camino Pablo
Elementary, Joaquin Moraga
Intermediate and Moraga
Ranch Swim Club.

Call for Price

Orinde Hilllop Estate

Enjoy a taste of Lamorinda history! This
exceptional home, originally built & lived in

by Donald L. Rheem, is a stately private oasis
with unparalleled panoramic views. The
5,627+/-st floorplan exudes warmth & stylish
living with walls of floor to ceiling windows
throughout. This custom one-level home has 4
i bedrooms & 4.5 baths. It also enjoys an
attached In-law/Teen suite & a detached
bonus room. Situated on a phenomenal
2.39+/- acre lot, 60 Donald Drive capitalizes
on a tremendously picturesque & idyllic setting
that is ideal for indoor/outdoor entertaining
with outdoor kitchen, fireplace & flat yard.

CalBRE#: 01367466

BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com

60DonaldDrive.com $3,200,000

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi lves 925.788.8345
www.BrydonlvesTeam.com i
CalBRE#: 01408025 -
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Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

If you are considering selling your home,
give us a call for assistance.

Public Meetings

Town Council
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m.

925.200.2222 Gary  925.878.9685 Ken TN

gabernie@pacunion.com  ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686 | 44 CalBRE#01418309

W

en Ryerson pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

Gary Bernie

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Planning Commission
Monday, March 7, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District
Tuesday, March 8, 7 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:

www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Moraga Police
Department

My home is my Castle 1/25/16 A
homeowner on Cypress Point
Way got the better of a 26-year-old
who thought it wise to verbally
and physically threaten the home-
owner. It was unwise. The subject
was being physically restrained
(unclear whether by the home-
owner, but one would hope...) as
police arrived on scene. Subject
was arrested for attempted assault
with a deadly weapon and trans-
ported to lockup in Martinez.

Gary Bernie & Ken Ryerson

Implementing the Moraga Center Specific Plan

By Sophie Braccini

o

Creating space along the creek

Recent controversy over devel-
opments in the Moraga Center
Specific Plan (MCSP) area has
shown that land use regulation with-
out implementation rules can lead to
projects that are compliant and hard
to challenge, even if the residents
disapprove of them. The town has
decided to involve Moragans in cor-
recting that by defining the feel and
look that they want implemented in
their downtown.

The implementation rules, or
zoning of the MCSP, will not
change the plan itself, but it will de-
fine such things as the setbacks, the
height, and the ways buildings ad-
dress the streets, how parking
should be hidden, and how cars,
pedestrians and bicycles will circu-
late. On Jan. 25 residents were in-
vited to see possible first renderings
of the proposed new zoning; the

Planning Commission and the De-
sign Review Board also met to start
discussing this new approach. Final
regulation is not expected before the
second part of the year.

Large boards were propped up
in the town chamber at 335 Rheem
showing schematics and pictures of
what Moraga Center, the larger area
around the Safeway shopping cen-
ter, would look like. The town
chose consultant Opticos Design to
develop the zoning. The study is
funded by a grant from the Contra
Costa Transportation Authority.

The renderings included the def-
inition of eight different zoning
areas, each with its own set of rules,
following guiding principles. A
town square will be created at the
intersection of the extension of
School Street and another street
crossing the creek. That relatively

dense commercial mixed-use area
will have pedestrian access, will in-
clude a large public space and will
connect the different zones. Along
the creek, a bike and/or walking
path will be designed and the retail
and housing will be smaller scale
and detached. The proposed new
zoning also addresses how the ex-
isting shopping center would be re-
modeled, adding retail space with
defined setbacks along Moraga Way
and Moraga Road, and locating
parking behind these new buildings.
The public was able to look at
the drawings for a half hour before
the commissioners started their
discussion. Members of the Bruz-
zone family, the main property
owner of that area, came to see the
plan, since they were not formerly
consulted during the zoning study.
When the Moraga Center Specific
Plan was approved, with their ac-
tive participation, the town was not
able to reach a development agree-
ment with the property owners.
As the discussions started,
Planning Commissioner Ferenc
Kovac asked if Opticos was taking
public transportation into account
and where commuters taking the
bus would leave their cars. More
than one person addressed the
issue of whether there is adequate
parking, noting that there is no
parking problem in Moraga so far,
and that no one wants to create
one. Design Review Board Vice-
Chair John Glover also asked if ac-

cess for delivery vehicles was in-
cluded in the plan, since it did not
seem to be the case. And Commis-
sioner Steve Woehleke asked if
any consideration to cost and eco-
nomic optimization had been
given while drafting these plans.
The answer was no.

Dave Bruzzone said parts of this
plan made sense, but he asked
where all the money would come
from to remodel and create the new
infrastructure  envisioned.  His
mother, Joan Bruzzone, added that
they, too, had dreams and that she
did not like the fact that this was
proceeding as if they did not have
any rights.

The board members and com-
missioners indicated that they liked
the direction the consultant was
going, the creation of a real town
center, addressing the look along
the scenic corridor, matching zon-
ing with the topography, but that
more work needed to be done to
get this right. All noted that the
consultant should pay attention to
issues of traffic and parking.

As longtime resident Dale Wal-
wark noted, many studies have been
done in Moraga and nothing ever
happens. The consultant concluded
that this plan was there for the long-
term guidance of future develop-
ments.

A review of the MCSP imple-
mentation project will be discussed
at 7 p.m. Feb. 10 at the Moraga
Town Council Chambers.

Fast but costly meal 1/21/16 A diner
told police his antique money clip
and the approximately $200 in cash
it contained went missing after he ate
at a local burger shop. The case is
being treated as a lost or stolen prop-

erty report.

No fingerprints here 1/26/16 Police
responded to the report of a residen-
tial alarm triggered in the 200 block
of Draeger Drive. They discovered
only housecleaners, who had permis-
sion to be on premises, cleaning up
... not cleaning out.

Elder abuse? Only on a technicality
1/26/16 A 67-year-old was the vic-
tim of ID theft after contracting with

a disreputable computer repair com-
pany located in New York. The com-
pany attempted to transfer money
from the victim’s bank account. She
was hacked, and is (rightfully)
hacked about it. She has since taken
preventative steps.

Petsounds 1/26/16 A triggered alarm
probably wasn’t music to the owner’s
or nearby neighbors’ ears. After being
dispatched to investigate the Via
Granada event, the homeowner told
police a pet was likely to blame.

Party parity 1/27/16 Police were
dispatched to Ascot Drive after re-
ceiving complaints about a loud

party. They went again ... twice ...
on Jan. 29. Twenty people were
whooping it up at the first stop; 30 at
the second location and just a
“small” gathering of partiers at the
third stop. The partiers were told to
party politely each time.

Falsely alarmed 1/28/16 Police took
the report of a parking lot armed rob-
bery from an individual who said he
had been held up at gunpoint while
getting in his car, but the underage
“victim” couldn’t keep his story
straight, and authorities determined
he wasn’t telling the truth. The case
has been referred to the district attor-
ney — and that is the truth.

To the left ... 1/27/16 A jilted
boyfriend apparently couldn’t be
trusted even after the locks on the
subject’s residence had been
changed. Former girlfriend said she
had placed her ex’s belongings inside
the attached garage and thoughtfully
changed the locks leading inside.
She went out of town and noticed he
had been inside the premises without
her permission while she was gone.
He maintains he needed his cash and
two other items from inside, but
promised never to return without an
invitation. That will likely not be
forthcoming.

With pursed lips 1/31/16 Police re-
sponded to a local shopping center to
investigate an auto burglary after a
woman reported her car window
smashed and her purse missing from
inside. Police contacted two subjects
acting suspiciously in the area but no
stolen property was recovered.

In addition, the following occurred
in Moraga between Jan 25-31:

False alarms — Walford Drive,
Larch Avenue, Wakefield Drive
Domestic dispute — Williams Drive
Mental health evaluation — loca-
tion withheld

Larceny — Ascot Drive

Coroner’s case — Augusta Drive

Open House on February 6th 1 to 4 PM, and February 7th 12 to 3:00 PM

Melanie Snow
Coldwell Banker Previews

International Sales Associate

Member of Coldwell Banker’s Presidents International Circle,

Melanie Snow presents

314 La

=

Cell: 925.360.0344

Espiral, Orinda, C

www.MelanieSnow.com | Melanie.Snow@camoves.com

CalBRE# 00878893

Top 10 Producer Coldwell Banker Orinda Office

Rare Country Club Beauty

Built in 1935, this one of kind family home is
steeped with old world charm, style, and history.
It is located in one of Orinda’s premier Country

Club neighborhoods on a coveted, expansive .79

acre lot. The original owners enjoyed their long

private driveway and the quiet, outdoor living and

entertainment areas that this home so readily offers.

2907 square feet, 4 BR, 3 ¥ BA. Filtered views
and gardens that go on forever! Surrounded by

an exquisite neighborhood, this mostly original

condition property has all the space and potential

needed to create your very own “forever” home.

Offered at: $1,350,000

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker®
is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real Estate Agents
affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor
Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC,
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Moraga Summer Camp Expo

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045 « www.moragarec.com

Saturday, March 5, 1T1am-2pm

Moraga Inches Toward Enrolling in
Community Choice Aggregation

By Sophie Braccini

he Moraga Town Council
agreed to send a non-binding

letter to Marin Clean Energy (MCE),
indicating its preliminary interest in
having Moraga join the nonprofit
structure that competes with PG&E
for generating electricity. ~ Other
nearby cities, such as Lafayette, are
moving forward with MCE (see re-
lated story on page A3), while the
county is looking into forming an East
Bay structure that would generate
and/or procure its own renewable en-
ergy. The ultimate goal is to give res-
idents the option to either get
electricity generated by PG&E or by
one alternate structure that secures re-
newable power at a competitive rate.
“We are proposing to send a non-
binding letter of intent of exploring
possible membership," said Assistant
Planner Coleman Frick at the Jan. 27

council meeting. MCE proposes
what is called a CCA, or Community
Choice Aggregation, a nonprofit or-
ganization that provides electricity
from renewable sources. In this sce-
nario, PG&E continues to transport
and deliver the electricity, and bills
clients for that part of the service; the
CCA includes the electric generation
cost to the monthly PG&E bill. “Join-
ing would give consumers a choice
and increase the competition. It can
benefit all consumers including
PG&E's,” added Frick. “It would also
add a level of local control as a mem-
ber of the town would be appointed to
the CCA board.”

Mayor Metcalf asked MCE rep-
resentative Alex Digiorgio how his
company provided electricity to users,
even when the wind does not blow
and the sun does not shine. Digiorgio

explained that it does not really pro-
vide individual users with electricity
during day and night; what it does is
feed the global system the equivalent
of what its customers consume, com-
ing from renewable sources, averag-
ing during a one-year period. The
electricity sources include wind, solar,
geothermal and biomass energy
providers in California.

The mayor also asked MCE what
the consequences would be for the
town if a more interesting solution
would be offered by another CCA that
would cause the town to want to exit
its contract with MCE. The young
man made it clear that Moraga sign-
ing into MCE would trigger invest-
ments from the nonprofit and that if
the town would want to exit the con-
tract it would be extremely expensive
for Moraga. ... continued on page A8

Moraga Community Foundation Seeks Applicants for Board Positions

The newly formed Moraga Community Foundation — a philanthropic organization that works with the community
to build a vibrant future for Moraga — is seeking applicants to serve on its board of directors. Individuals residing in
the Moraga area or with their principal place of business in the Moraga area are eligible to apply. Terms are for two
years. Applicants must be willing to fulfill the responsibilities of directors as explained on the MCF website. For in-
formation, go to www.moragacommunityfoundation.org and click on the tab, “Board of Directors.”

Letters of interest must be received no later than Friday, March 11 and emailed to applicants@moragacommunity-
foundation.org. For additional information, call MCF Director Bob Fritzky at (925) 247-0171.

Chief of Police Becomes
Interim Town Manager

By Sophie Braccini

Moraga Chief of Police Robert Priebe with outgoing Town Manager Jill

Keimach

hief of Police Bob Priebe turned

in his uniform Feb. 1 to fill the
position of Moraga town manager
until a replacement for Jill Keimach
can be found. Priebe, who has served
on the police force for the past 38
years, welcomes the new challenge.
Jon King will serve as acting police
chief during this interim period, and
Priebe will return as chief of police
when a new manager is hired. But
Priebe says if enjoys the new respon-
sibilities, he might throw his hat in the
ring for the permanent position.

Photo Clinton Calkins
Priecbe was surprised when
Keimach approached him before she
left and suggested he become her in-
terim replacement. ““At first I said ‘no
way’ because I did not know enough
about planning,” he says. But he real-
ized that he could count on planning
director Ellen Clark to hold her own
and give him time to ramp up. Other
department heads such as Edric Kwan
(Public Works) and Jay Ingram (Parks
and Recreation) approached him and
encouraged him to accept.
... continued on page A12

~oml

LAFAYETTE $3,950,000
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Alain Pinel Realtors

COME ON IN

1982 Reliez Valley Road | 4bd/3.5ba
Karen Richardson | 925.258.1111
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LAFAYETTE $1,599,000

14 Reliez Valley Court | 5bd/3.5ba
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LAFAYETTE $3,500,000

3237 La Canada | 6bd/6ba
Karen Richardson | 925.258.1111

MORAGA $1,100,000

80 Corte Yolanda | 4bd/2ba
Laina Casillas | 925.258.1111

Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111

ORINDA $3,200,000

60 Donald Drive | 4bd/4.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives | 925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE PRICE UPON REQUEST
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Alan Marks | 925.258.1111
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Orinda

Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District
Monday, March 14, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

ORINDOA

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report

Jan. 17-30

Alarms 51
Noise Complaints 4
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 7
Traffic stops 35
Suspicious Circumstances 10
Suspicious Subjects 11
Suspicious Vehicles 19
Barking Dog

100 block Las Vegas Rd

20 block Woodacres Ct
Civil Problem

70 block Rheem Blvd
Credit Fraud

50 block Valley Dr
DUI

Safeway

St Stephens/El Nido Ranch Rds
Dispute

10 block Manzanita
Harassment

10 block La Bolsita Way
Health & Safety Violation

200 block Canon Dr
Hit & Run

Miramonte High School
ID Theft

reported to police (2)

20 block Normandy Ln

40 block La Encinal

10 block Broadview Terr (2)

40 block La Vuelta
Loitering

Wagner Ranch Elementary
Police/Fire/ EMS

Moraga Way/Camino Pablo

10 block Hall Dr

10 block Nobi Ln
Promiscuous Shooting

Glorietta Ct/Glorietta Blvd

10 block Mira Monte Rd

30 block Oak Rd
Prowler

10 block Lost Valley Dr
Public Nuisance

Orinda Theater
Reckless Driving

Altarinda/Orindawoods

Moraga Way/Hall Dr

La Espiral/El Gavilan

San Pablo Dam/Bear Creek Rds
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Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Buyers are out early this year looking to buy. Property inventory ts
very low. If you are waiting for the flowers to bloom so are other
sellers. Don't wait until you have competition.

List your property now!

Call Maureen Wilbur and discuss
the best options for you.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Direct: (925)253-6311 Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com
www.MaureenWilbur.com
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Community Outreach Meeting Ricks Off Downtown

Parking Study
By Victor Ryerson

g Yy Y -1

These six discrete downtown and adjacent residential areas will be analyzed

O rinda’s parking study consult-
ant, TJKM, began public out-
reach efforts on its parking study of
Orinda’s downtown area by conduct-
ing a public meeting for the city on

Jan. 27. At that meeting the method-
ology for conducting the study was
explained with a slide presentation,
and public comments were received.

Among the highlights of the slide

i, of T
Image provided
presentation, which may be viewed on
Orinda’s website,
www.cityoforinda.org, were the park-
ing needs identified by TIKM. These
include the needs of visitors, employ-

ees and business owners, commuters,
service providers, and persons with
special needs, as well as residents.
The consultant has defined six discrete
downtown and adjacent residential
areas for analysis, three on the Village
side, and three on the Crossroads side.
Existing conditions will be analyzed
and operational solutions will be iden-
tified, and the public will have further
opportunities to contribute as the study
progresses to the point where the city
can consider a proposed action plan.

Various operational solutions
under consideration include time lim-
its, loading zones and curb restric-
tions, wayfinding signs,
event-specific measures and enforce-
ment. Selection of specific solutions
will be governed by the parking poli-
cies defined by the city, such as pric-
ing of parking, benefit districts, and
availability of special permits.

The six-month study is expected
to provide a clearer path for the City
Council to follow in addressing
Orinda’s burgeoning parking prob-
lems, and the council has emphasized
that it wants the study to produce an
actionable plan that it can implement.

Survey Results Create Dilemma for Council

By Victor Ryerson

n evenly split Orinda City

Council struggled with the
question of whether to approach vot-
ers with a proposal to fund just an-
other piece of the city’s ongoing Road
Maintenance and Improvement Proj-
ect, or shoot for the moon and seek
the voter support necessary to cover
the entire $47 million cost to com-
plete the job.

Working against a tight deadline to
put the matter before voters on the June
16 ballot, the four council members
struggled to reach a consensus at their
Feb. 2 meeting. All agreed that the re-
pair job must be done, but not necessar-
ily how to fund it, because the stakes are
so high: A wrong call could substan-
tially delay the needed work as it has in
the past if the voters turn it down, leav-
ing roads crumbling and Orinda resi-
dents fuming.

In a presentation of results of the
public opinion poll recently commis-
sioned by the council, David Metz,
president of survey firm FM3, re-
ported that voters are generally happy
with city services and satisfied with
the work of the council, but somewhat
skeptical about the job the city has
done spending tax dollars, an obvious
concern for a city that is on the cusp
of spending an awful lot of them.

Voters are most dissatisfied with
road maintenance, but they worry
about the price tag for accomplishing
the full repair job. Given the choice
between doing some or all of it, nearly
half of the 346 registered voters con-
tacted by telephone between Jan. 16

and 24 of this year prefer a measure
that would solve all of the city’s $47
million in road repair needs — but any
such measure would require ap-
proval by a supermajority of two-
thirds of the voters in order to
succeed.

The poll focused on the two

funding methods previously identi-
fied by the council as the most desir-
able, a general obligation bond and a
parcel tax. Of these two options, vot-
ers more consistently supported the
bond approach by a slight margin,
but the “no” responses were consis-
tently far higher — 28 versus 16 per-

cent — for the parcel tax. However,
this still resulted in a 31 percent
“swing” category for the bond op-
tion, and half of that group would
need to be persuaded to vote “yes” in
order to reach the necessary super-
majority for approval.

... continued on next page

Miramonte High School
Miner Rd/Oak Arbor Rd
Donna Maria Way/El Camino
Hwy 24/St Stephens Dr
Moraga Way/Camino Encino
Wagner Ranch Elementary
Shoplift
Safeway
Theft, Grand
30 block Southwood Dr
100 block Moraga Way
Moraga/Stein Ways
Reported to police
10 block Sally Ann Rd
Theft, Petty
10 block EI Castillo
100 block Overhill Rd

Safeway
Starbucks
Theft, Vehicle
20 block Austin Ct
Chevron
Trespass
Donald Dr/Hall Dr
Unwanted Guest
10 block Theatre Square
Vandalism
Avenida de Orinda/Orinda Way
MOFD station 45
70 block Ardilla Rd
600 block Ironbark Cir
Warrant Service/Arrest
Hwy 24/St Stephens Dr
Camino Pablo/Bear Creek

Winter is Here!

Rainy weather?
Getting ready for ski season?

Holiday traveling?
Avoiding accidents?

Is Your
Vehicle Ready?

Your car requires special attention when the weather is severe.
Let us perform a pre-winter inspection to make sure you are safe!

vTiras v Brakes

vFluids

v Battery
v Wiper Blades

v Anti-Freeze + Belts «Hoses

v Windshield Washer

v Lights

Orinda Motors Inc.

@j The Best Choice For Your Car or SUV! =3+
-~ Rated the highest qualityy for over 10 years Iy Diamond Cortified "S5

Make an appaintment onling! www.orindamotors.com

63 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563 (925) 254-2012
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4 Taverna
Pellegrini

Soup or Salad

Choice of
Chicken Marsala
Grilled Swordfish
Meat Ravioli

Glass of House Wine

February Early Bird Special

$24.95

4:30 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.
Sunday-Thursday*
*Not valid on 2-14-16

Taverna Pellegrini

925-258-4200
65 Moraga Way, Orinda

925-377-0977
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Integrity

Knowledge
T Frank Woodward

Realtor®

Now is the best time to sell a home in years!

Strong buyer demand
+ low inventory
+ masterful marketing and negotiation

= SOLD for top $$%
Call me about pre-sale fixups that really pay-off!

Results

, Previews Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963
E. Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Survey Results

The survey concludes that al-
though a total of 75 percent of Orinda
voters are willing to pay something
additional to fix the worst streets, re-
pair potholes, and address safety is-
sues (especially for children), among
other street maintenance priorities,
there is uncertainty about whether
enough support can be mustered to
pay for it all at once. Experience in
the past has demonstrated that an in-
cremental approach is probably more
palatable, but this piecemeal option
clearly caused council members Dean
Orr and Darlene Gee considerable
discomfort as they discussed the sur-

vey results. In short, they expressed
a desire to take the greater risk of fail-
ure and approach the voters with a
proposal to fund the repairs fully and,
hopefully, get it over with. Mayor
Victoria Smith and Vice Mayor Eve
Phillips were not so sure this would
be a good idea.

On the basis of the survey results,
FM3’s Metz recommended that the
city approach the voters with a pro-
posal for a general obligation bond in
an amount less than the full $47 mil-
lion, “maybe in the range of $20 mil-
lion.”

The council readily accepted the

first recommendation, but hesitated at
the second, setting the stage for a pos-
sible stalemate at this critical moment.
To the rescue came the former mayor,
now state Sen. Steve Glazer, who had
arrived too late to participate in the
public hearing, but was granted leave
to speak on the issue.

Having been chastened by the re-
sults of earlier efforts to approach vot-
ers to pay the full tab during his
administration, he expressed the opin-
ion that “we do have a path forward
in the $20 to $25 million range.” His
remarks apparently broke the dead-
lock, and in short order city staff was

instructed to bring back a $25 million

general obligation bond proposal for

the council to consider on Feb. 16.
Putting the issue on the upcoming

... continued from page A6

ballot promises to be a clifthanger, but
the prospect of achieving a final reso-
lution of Orinda’s vexing road repair
problem appears to be at hand. Or not.

Orinda Union School District
Seeking Applicants to Serve on

Parcel Tax Independent
Citizens’ Oversight Committee

The Orinda Union School District seeks applicants to serve
on its Parcel Tax Independent Citizens’ Oversight
Committee. Currently there are two openings: one two-year

New Planning Director Named

By Victor Ryerson

rinda has selected Drum-

mond Buckley as its perma-
nent planning director, filling a
vacancy that has existed since last
September. Buckley succeeds In-
terim Planning Director Victor
Carniglia. He will officially as-
sume office on Feb. 29.

Buckley worked as a Senior
Planner in Orinda from 1996 to
1999. His other planning experi-
ence in the public sector includes

planning director for Sausalito,
and he has held various private
sector planning positions. He re-
turns to Orinda from Worley Par-
sons Corporation, a global
engineering design and large scale
project implementation company,
where he served as an urban man-
agement and economics expert.
Buckley holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Cali-
fornia at Santa Cruz, and a

master’s in Urban Planning from
UCLA.

“Drummond has a profile
blend of experience, education and
skills that is well suited to meeting
our organizational needs in the
Planning Department and the
Orinda community,” says Orinda
City Manager Janet Keeter. “I
look forward to having Drummond
join our organization and ... wel-
come him to our Orinda family.”

term and one four-year term. The committee meets twice
annually during normal business hours. The primary
objective and purpose of the Committee is to ensure that
the parcel tax proceeds are spent for their authorized
purpose and to report annually to the Board of Trustees and
the public regarding the expenditure of such funds.

If you are interested in serving on the committee, please submit
an application to the Superintendent’s Office, Orinda Union
School District, 8 Altarinda Road, Orinda, CA 94563, via email
to kfrenklach@orinda.k12.ca.us, or by fax to (925) 254-5261.

Applications are available on the district website:
www.orindaschools.org or by email from
kfrenklach@orinda.k12.ca.us

Application Deadline:
Friday, March 4, 2016, by Noon

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust

Coldwell Banker Orinda

$3,695,000

LAFAYETTE $1,049,000
3/2. Fabulous remodel with great level
yard. Convenient location.Top Schools.

o ;
ORINDA $895,000
4/3. Great value. 2262 SF on .21 acre
lot with views and mature oaks.Tons of
potential!
Elena Hood

MORAGA

$3,195,000
4/3. Prime Happy Valley location! 1 acre 5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate 4/2.5. Coming Soon. Entertainer's dream
flat, charming single Ivl traditional style
gated estate.

ORINDA

with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.

CalBRE#01390784 Vlatka Bathgate

ORINDA $1,389,000
home with views and a pool. Approx.
2113 square feet.

CalBRE#01390784

COLDWELL
BANKER D
RESTDENTIAL BROKERAGE

ORINDA $1,350,000 ORINDA
4/3.5.2907 approx. square feet. One of
a kind Country Club beauty with old
world charm.

Melanie Snow

$789,999

3/2. Downtown location with a view.
Approx. 1700 square feet. Close to
shops, dining and more!

Vlatka

CalBRE#00878893 Bathgate
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CalBRE#01390784

GRAND
OPENING
CELEBRATION

You're Invited to Coldwell Banker
Orinda’s Grand Opening Celebration

ORINDA $1,557,000
4/4.5. Majestic setting in No. Orinda on
mostly flat 0.58 acre lot. Open floor
plan. Don't miss!

Thursday, February 18, 2016 CalBRE#01390784

5:00 to 7:30 pm

Coldwell Banker
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117

Join us for live music and a
catered affair.

Contact Coldwell Banker
today to RSVP,

$795,000
3/2. Pottery Barn charm is this adorable
1289 SF home in Parkmead. Close to
K-5 top schools.
Elena Hood

CalBRE# 01221247

. ox

ORINDA

$1,550,000 MORAGA $1,430,000
4/2.5. Beautifully Updated! 2484 sqft,
great floorplan, large family room, formal
living/dining, .25 acre flat lot.
CalBRE#01221247 Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247 Elena Hood

$599,000 WALNUT CREEK $1,256,000 MORAGA $1,765,000
4/3.5. Branagh Built 2005! 3311
sqft,beautiful detailing,spacious rms, wood

paneled office,high ceilings, .66 acres

1/1. Little cottage in the Canyon on
approx 2.5 acres. Remodeled
kitchen/bath/Anderson Windows.
Suzanne Geoffrion

4/4.5. Prime Rossmoor single level near 3/2.5.Beautiful finishes, 2643 sqft, lovely
club house. Large living areas, tons of  landscaping, new appliances, remodeled
storage. master bath.

CalBRE# 01878803 MCcAtee/Wilson  caBre#01349169/01809247 Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

You

@/coldwellbanker

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com | ¢ californiahome.me | ‘f /cbcalifornia | ®/cb_california | ®/cbcalifornia |
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By Nick Marnell

he Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict survived the Great Re-
cession, a labor contract is in
place and the station 46 negotia-
tions have ended, and though the

Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire district is on its third fire chief
District Board of Directors since 2009, this one gives no in-

dication that he is about to leave.
So the district has committed to
redraft its strategic plan, last up-
dated seven years ago, at the time
expected to posit as a vision and
guideline for two years.

“The timing is right,”
Fire Chief Stephen Healy.

The 2009 plan identified five
areas of focus for the district: op-
erational readiness, human re-
sources, community partnerships
and outreach, fire prevention and
education, and fiscal responsibil-
ity. Healy noted that two of the
areas cause him concern, starting
with human resources.

“We have opportunities for
coaching, mentoring and prepara-
tion for advancement,” said the
chief. “What are the leaders of
the organization doing for each
other? This is an area I felt we

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room
22 Orinda Way, Orinda

For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

said

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, March 1, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez

For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Emergency response information
and training:

Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
www.lamorindacert.org.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

were lacking.”

Healy admitted that he has
been remiss in this area. “It all
starts with me,” he said. “I
haven’t spent as much time with
my chiefs as | should have, pro-
viding them career advice and ca-
reer counseling. I want to help
the employee who wants to be a
fire chief.”

He expects the same perform-
ance out of his battalion chiefs.
“Once a week, at least monthly, I
want them to meet with their cap-
tains on a regular basis,” he said.
And not only with captains who
aspire to become chief officers;
Healy wants as much considera-
tion given to those who wish to
remain captains, to keep their
skills sharp through cutting-edge
training.

“You’ve got to always be
thinking about your own people,”
said the chief.

Fire prevention is another area
that requires Healy’s immediate
attention. “This division is very
stressed,” he said. MOFD elimi-
nated the assistant fire marshal

7 925-377-0977

MOFD Revives Sophisticated Planning Tool

position in 2013 and shifted much
of the fire prevention work to out-
side contractors and district aides.
Field work, weed abatements,
plan reviews and the updating of
the district codes and ordinances
are all under the purview of the
fire marshal, whose responsibility
is to keep the public safe. Healy
described the duties as technical
and tedious, and with the popula-
tion growth expected in the dis-
trict, the work will become even
more of a challenge and a con-
cern.

“Take plan reviews alone,”
the chief explained. “Each struc-
ture, each neighborhood requires
a specific plan review. The design
of the houses, how wide are the
streets, how close is each house to
a fire station? This is very time-
consuming work, which falls di-
rectly upon our fire marshal.”

The other three areas of strate-
gic plan focus, while always sub-
ject to improvement, Healy
deemed in better shape today.
Operationally, he said that the sta-
tion 46 negotiations forced him to

Wednesday, February 10, 2016

learn intricate details of the
MOFD coverage area. “That was
a very enlightening process for
me,” said the chief.

Great strides have been made
in rebuilding community relation-
ships, “particularly through the
community exercises and drills
we have conducted, including at
Saint Mary’s,” he said.

And the district finances ap-
pear to be stabilized, with two
straight Comprehensive Annual
Financial Reports under its belt,
and a 10 percent reserve reported
in the district general fund. The
district updates it long-range fi-
nancial plan twice a year.

The chief said that work on
the plan will continue through the
spring, and he expects to present
a draft to the board this summer.

“It will be a high quality doc-
ument that will focus on things
that I think we should focus on,
aligned with our core values and
our district mission statement,”
he said.

Share your thoughts, | Moraga

insights and opinions
with your community.
Send a letter to
the editor: letters@
lamorindaweekly.com

.. continued from page AS

Conversely, if residents decide to
exit the MCE contract to go back to
PG&E it does not cost them any-
thing. To re-enter the renewable
energy contract, the residents have
to wait a year, a condition imposed
by PG&E.

Reached after the meeting,
Linda Staaf, a member of the
Lafayette Environmental Task
Force, indicated that her city had
also been grappling with not know-
ing what is down the road and
being locked in a long-term con-
tract. “On Monday (Jan. 25) the
council unanimously adopted the
first reading of the resolution re-
questing membership in Marin
Clean Energy,” she says. “The
council members had discussed the
Contra Costa County's plan to put a
CCA together and didn't want to
turn their back on that, but they also
realized it would be far more ex-
pensive to join a new CCA.” The
fact that MCE is waiving the
$15,000 joining fee for new cities
until the end of March also played
a role in Lafayette's decision to
join, she says.

The Moraga council members
noted that many variables are in the
hands of PG&E since the utility
company has the monopoly for the
transport and delivery of the elec-
tricity. Recently the company has
increased the surcharge it taxes
CCA members from $5.5 to $11
per month. MCE is challenging

* HARDWOODS
* CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS |

A344 Mt Diablo Blvd
in Lafayette
S25-284-4440
lamorindafloors. oom

Qur Power Sources

Moraga Inches Toward Enrolling

] 2 suppliers

ntracts

] 7 =IRI= g

2 1 = Wiy Pramy e | anereh i L Doand
b nard aagd s =L, - o b o E F.
ol =3, e
y C R ge “hoaa r L&
o .
JDegees [~ T o
OENPFER = Bplaad B ari P s O Al o, 'mdarw Doy
| (e SRNEL i
0- : . CHE i e i o
| CALPINE ENERGY
- i 4 i Re—
E e o
s ol o :
S TeDF o —— e A
Frevakie Ly R Nz Akisng | o i
N i @ R iy P
LIF Cor & Wi =
REGURR=NT — TSN
EnzRer =~ Exelon

Where does MCE energy come from

this decision, but they confirmed
that they cannot guarantee that they
will remain less expensive than
PG&E. There are two levels of
residential rate plans for users
when a city is an MCE member:
“light green” that includes 56 per-
cent of renewable energy, and
“deep green” that includes 100 per-
cent of renewable. That second op-

tion costs about $5 more a month.

There are two CCAs active in
the PG&E service area, MCE and
Sonoma Clean Power. MCE city
members all have one voice on its
board as long as decisions are a
consensus; when it is not the case,
city votes are weighted according
to the amount of electricity the city
uses. The councilmembers were

Graphic provided
quick to note that Moraga would
not be very powerful compared to
a city like Richmond.

The councilmembers unani-
mously agreed to send the letter of
intent, but councilmember Wykle
recused himself since his company
contracts with PG&E. More dis-
cussion between MCE and staff
will develop.

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:

* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances

* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts

* Cabinet alterations/repairs
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry,
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!

925_827_1 093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman

) ) i www.TheCabinetMd.com
Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

"Let Us nght llp YourLlfe”

: Resmentlal ¢ Commercial * Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

i LA = B

AR

FEN reers P

* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade

www.BurkmEIectrlc net

Sole Proprietor

Complete Sewer Speclalist

38 Years of Experience

Locally Owned & Operated
Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

No Landscape Damage

925.932,4023

www.GoTrenchless.com

Video Inspections & Locating

Sewers Unclogged

O®
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STUDIOS
from $3,500
per month ~
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MERRILL GARDENS

LAFAYETTE

(925) 272-0074
1010 Second Street
Lafayette, CA 94549
merrillgardens.com

Retirement Living e Assisted Living ® Memory Care

At Merrill Gardens
Life Gets Bigger

It's about possibilities — not limitations.
It's about having more time for yourself —
and more freedom and flexibility to

do things you enjoy.

*Ask for details.

Kevin Reneau:
Moraga's 2015 Business
Person of the Year

By Sophie Braccini

Kevin Reneau, right, with client Dick Cummings, who became a friend.
Photo provided

evin Reneau would proba-

bly have been Moraga Busi-
ness Person of the year much
sooner if he had not also been the
president of the Moraga Chamber
of Commerce. A successful local
entrepreneur, Reneau has built
with his wife, Pam, one of the
fastest growing Senior Helpers
in-home care agencies in the East
Bay. Reneau, who was trained as
a journalist at Cal and worked in
sports marketing for the first part
of his career, has made his consis-
tent involvement with the com-
munity a cornerstone of his
success.

“The reality of the situation is
that the caregivers (working for
Senior Helpers) should have this
award; they are the real heroes,”
says Reneau. He knows how de-
manding this 24/7 job can be, and
also how incredibly rewarding.
“We are doing something that has
to do with people's lives,” he
says. “The quality of the care we
give them is extremely impor-
tant.” Reneau is personally in
touch with the clients and some-
times has even had the opportu-
nity to become friends with them.
“I still have Dick Cummings’ pic-
ture on my desk,” he says. “We
used to bet on football games to-
gether. He had such dignity.”

Senior Helpers serves 50 to 60
clients in a given period, people
who wish to stay in their own
homes while getting support they
might need. “Some people may
require someone continuously,
while others just a few hours a
week,” says Reneau. “Some are
regular ongoing clients, while we
sometimes also respond to tem-
porary needs, such as after a sur-
gery.”

Finding the right caregivers
and trying to make sure that the
same person comes back time
after time for a specific client is
one of Reneau's challenges in an

industry where high turnover is
common. “I have the privilege of
being able to walk from home to
work,” says Reneau, who lives in
Moraga, “but many of our care-
givers live in Concord, Antioch,
Oakland or Pittsburg. It is diffi-
cult for them.” Reneau believes
that local active retirees looking
for the opportunity to do good in
the community could find it very
rewarding to work with him a few
hours a week, being a companion,
helping with chores and running
errands. The care Senior Helpers
provide is non-medical, and only

long-term care insurance covers |

1t.

The Business Person of the
Year award was also bestowed
upon Reneau due to his volunteer
efforts in the community. Reneau
started a Senior Fair five years
ago, which brings vendors and
services useful to seniors to one
place for one day, and includes
additional entertainment and fun
activities.

He also started a senior dis-
count card that offers 10 to 20
percent off at 35 local restaurants,
hair salons, bakeries and hard-
ware stores. The card can be
picked up for free at the Senior
Helpers office at 1550 Viader
Drive, Suite D in Moraga.

The very active and creative
Reneau also started the Moraga
Employee of the Month program.
“We worked with Cliff Dochter-
man of the Moraga Rotary club to
start this program four years
ago,” explains Reneau, who is the
president-elect of the local Ro-
tary. “So far we have recognized
47 employees with an accolade
and also $100 value in gift cards.”

Reneau will be honored at 6
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 23 at the Mor-
aga Country Club. Tickets are
$55. Reservations are required.
For more information, visit Mor-
agachamber.org.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions
with your community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Sophisticated Urban Living on Lake Merritt

Listed for $875,000

SOLD for $985,000 with
multiple offers!

One Lakeside Drive, #520
Oakland

2BR | 2.5BA | 1222% sq. ft.

a >

925.708.1396 Tony Conte
925.324.6246 Mary Beth MacLennan
tony@mbtcpartners.com

marybeth@mbtcpartners.com

:
o

1

License # 00959101 | 01480008
Pacific Union License # 01866771

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE'S

INTTRANATIONAL B XATATS




Page: A10
Business

Lafayette Pack and Ship Brings Boutique Feel to Mail

By A. K. Carroll

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

is

Owners lan and Sue McKinlay at Lafayette Pack and Ship  Photos A.K. Carroll

€€ I thas always been in the cards,”

said Sue McKinlay, when I
asked why she and her husband, lan,
moved from Denver to California,
where they run the new Lafayette
Pack and Ship, located on Mt. Diablo
Boulevard. Originally from London,
the McKinlays had long been plan-
ning to pack up their Colorado ship-
ping business (which they sold last
February) in order to spend more time
with their daughter and her family,
who live in Orinda.

After 25 years in the shipping in-
dustry, opening a local independent
pack and ship was a natural next step
for the couple to take in their new
home. They had been looking for

something suitable for some time be-
fore the space on Mt. Diablo Boule-
vard in the former home of Novina
Jewelry, next to Amarin Thai, became
available last May. The McKinlay’s
signed for the location in May and
moved in September. The build out of
the shop, which has been totally trans-
formed, took nearly four months and
opened Dec. 14. The McKinlays run
the shop single (or rather dual) hand-
edly.

“What we’ve always tried to do is
concentrate on good service,” said
McKinlay. “It’s how far you’re pre-
pared to go to help people [that really
makes a difference].” Working in the
heart of downtown Denver, the

www.lamorindaweekly.com

McKinlays learned best practices in
accommodating to the specific needs
of busy customers. They hope to offer
a more personalized “boutique” sort
of experience in a fast-paced business
where lines abound and service can
be less than cheery.

Pack and Ship’s special services
include custom gift-wrapping and
curbside drop off. The store also
prides itself on being a “one stop
shop” that can pack and ship “almost
anything” to “almost anywhere.”

By offering overnight, two-day,
three-day and ground delivery
through FedEx, USPS and DHL, the
McKinlays are able to help their cus-
tomers determine the best and cheap-
est delivery option. The store also
offers copy, print and document serv-
ices, provides passport photos and
sells greeting cards, gift wrap, stamps,
mailers and office supplies.

When the McKinlays were devel-
oping their business in Denver, they
tried to come up with services that
would make shipping as simple and
convenient as possible and developed
the concept of curb-side drop off.
Busy customers can call from the
(free) parking lot behind the shop or
pull right up to the curb outside the
door. The McKinlays will take the
packages directly, process them that
day, and make follow-up calls to swap
credit card information for tracking
information. It requires an element of
trust on both sides, which apparently
is the price of convenience.

“It saves people the hassle,”
said McKinlay, recounting scenar-
ios of babies and strollers and rush-
ing to make meetings. When I
asked about payment, she was
pleasantly optimistic. “People love
to be trusted,” said McKinlay.
“Keep in mind we’ve got their box.
When we take their things, process
them and call them, they’ve got
their credit card in hand. They
wouldn’t dream of not paying.

7 925-377-0977
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There are 84 mailboxes located at the Lafayette store.

We’ve never ever had anyone not

2

pay.

This personal attention and desire
to go the extra mile are what McKin-
lay feels sets independent stores like
hers apart from the chains, and are a
big component of what she and lan
hope to offer at Lafayette Pack and
Ship. When there’s no franchise gov-
ernance, it’s easier to be accommodat-
ing and creative. “We’ve always been
in our stores,” said McKinlay. “T feel
that’s what sets us apart.”

In addition to dropping off mail at
Lafayette Pack and Ship, you can also
pick up mail. Targeted at small and
home-based businesses, the store of-
fers mailbox rental for roughly 60
cents a day. A Pack and Ship mailbox
is attached to a street address, rather
than a standard PO box, which can le-
gitimize a company and give a
stronger sense of security. In keeping
with the boutique concept of provid-
ing every convenience possible, the
store offers to receive all parcels and
packages and will even call the mo-

ment they are delivered.

That also has an added layer of
security both in terms of location
anonymity and the protection of mail
and parcels. In their interactions with
locals, the McKinalys have learned
that stolen mail is a local issue. Pack
and Ship has 84 mailboxes with
ample availability (as opposed to the
UPS down the street where there is a
waitlist for box rental). They also ac-
cept large packages from UPS and
FedEx as one-off deliveries.

With a colorful décor, a myriad of
services and cheery attentive experts
waiting on your every need and ready
to answer any question, Lafayette
Pack and Ship hopes to put some of
the fun back into shipping.

3559 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
(925) 284-7444
www.lafayettepackandship.com

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business
activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

Now
accepting
nhew
patients!

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., IncC.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda
(925) 254-3725

BAD

INC.

Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Are You Ready For

El Niho?

e French Drains

e Sump Pumps

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Retaining Walls
e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

925¢3779209 (&

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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Lafayette German Car Repair Expands Opera-
tions, Celebrates 20 Years

3328-D Mt. Diablo Blvd.

(925) 284-3390 - www.lafayettegermancar-
repair.com

Celebrating 20 years in business, Lafayette German
Car Repair recently expanded its operation in
Lafayette. Founded in 1996 by Master BMW Cer-
tified Technician Juan Lara, Lafayette German Car
Repair specializes in the repair and maintenance of
all European cars including Porsche, BMW, Mer-
cedes-Benz, Audi, Jaguar, Volkswagen, Range
Rover, Land Rover, Mini Cooper, Alfa Romeo,
Volvo, Peugeot, Fiat and Saab, and also works on
imports and domestic models.

Lafayette Green Awards Nominations Requested

The annual Lafayette Awards of Environmental Ex-
cellence, more commonly known as the Lafayette
Green Awards, recognize outstanding efforts that
contribute to a more sustainable community and
help the City achieve its environmental goals. Win-
ners are announced at the Joint Meeting of City
Council and Environmental Task Force in April.
Awards are chosen across five different categories:
residents, local businesses, schools, community or-
ganizations, and green building. Winners are se-
lected by Lafayette’s Environmental Task Force
using the following criteria: How successfully does
the candidate’s activities reduce their footprint (cur-
rent and future)? How much has the candidate’s ac-
tivities helped achieve the city’s environmental
goals? How much has the candidate’s activities in-
spired others in the community? Can it be repli-
cated? The nomination form can be downloaded
from the city of Lafayette website, filled in and sub-
mitted online at www.lovelafayette.org. Deadline
March 9.

News from the three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette
Ribbon Cutting for Farmyard Darlings at 5 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 11 at 20 Lafayette Circle.

The kickoff event of the Lamorinda Business
Forum (formerly Entrepreneur’s Club) will be held
at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 11 at the Bank of the
West, 3583 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Attorney Asha Wilk-
erson will discuss “Small Business Law — What You
Need to Know.”

Monthly Mixer at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24 at
Las Trampas, 3460 Lana Lane.

Coffee with the Mayor, Mark Mitchell, at § a.m.
Friday, Feb. 26 in the Chamber Conference Room.

Moraga

Kevin Reneau of Senior Helpers, Moraga’s 2016
Business Person of the Year, will be honored at a
dinner at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 23 at the Moraga
Country Club. Cost: $55 per person. For informa-
tion, email Kathe Nelson at kathe@moragacham-
ber.org.

March Entrepreneur’s Lunch. Attorney Asha B.
Wilkerson will discuss “Key Laws to Know as you
Launch and Grow your Business” from noon to 1
p.m. on Monday, March 14 at Home/made kitchen
café & bakery located at 337 Rheem Blvd. in Mor-
aga. Members and non-members welcome. Meet
and mingle with other local business owners. $10
includes lunch. Reservations are required at
Kathe@moragachamber.org.

Ribbon Cutting ceremony at Natasha Grasso Jewelry on

Feb. 4 in the Rheem Shopping Center. Photo provided

Orinda

Outgoing president Sylvia Jorgensen, and retiring
executive director Candy Kattenburg will be recog-
nized at the Awards and Recognition Luncheon at
noon on Friday, Feb. 12 at the Orinda Country Club.
Five chamber awards will be presented to the Busi-
ness Person of the Year, the Small Business of the
Year, the New Business of the Year, the Chamber
Member of the Year and the Ambassador of the
Year. For reservations, visit Orindachamber.org.

Save the date for “A Night of Comedy,” featuring
headliner Brad Williams from Showtime’s highest
rated comedy special, “Fun Size,” and Ben Feldmen
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 4 at the Orinda Theatre.
For ticket and event information, visit
www.orindachamber.org, or call (925) 254-3909.

If you have a business brief to share, please
contact storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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No Room at the Shelter

Increase in agency save rate results in congestion at county animal shelters

By Nick Marnell
:

Mike Kotin with his dog, Ollie

D ue to an overload of animals,
the Contra Costa County Ani-
mal Services Department temporarily
stopped accepting owner surrendered
animals at the Martinez and Pinole
shelters Feb. 3. The agency also in-
definitely closed its night surrender
boxes.

The policy change comes as the
department live release rate climbed

Photo Nick Marnell

from 46 percent in 2011 to over 75
percent last year, according to agency
representative Steve Bardo. “When
you do that, you’re going to run into
space issues,” he said.

The more animals that are surren-
dered, the more overpopulated the
shelters become and the more likely
the animals will experience medical
and behavioral problems, noted Beth

Ward, county animal services direc-
tor. The healthier the shelter invento-
ries, the better the likelihood the
animals will find a good home.

The freeze will remain in effect
for approximately one month. “After
30 days, we plan to have a stronger
intervention program in place,” said
Ward. Akey element of the interven-
tion strategy was the hiring of Kathy
Anderson as the new adoption and in-
take coordinator in January. Anderson
will help develop a program to help
families keep their animals in their
homes.

Ward gave an example of a de-
partment intervention. “An owner of
an unruly dog may not be able to af-
ford to send it to obedience school,”
she said. “Using our donation funds,
we would be able to provide a schol-

£ 925-377-0977

arship for the dog’s training.”

In addition to implementing the
intervention program, the department
is pushing to speed up the spay and
neutering process, which should also
alleviate kennel congestion. “It used
to take three or four days of waiting
before you could take home your an-
imal,” said Ward. “We are working to
complete the spay and neuter process
so people can take their pets home
immediately.”

Folks at the Moraga Dog Park
questioned the temporary policy
change and its desired outcome. “I
hate to see that,” said Joe Udliner,
Orinda owner of an adopted German
shepherd. “They should make room,
maybe rent extra space.”

Erin Kalvass of Lafayette, exer-
cising her German shepherd, sounded

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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even more skeptical. “I don’t think it’s
going to change anything,” she said.
“Sadly, the animals will probably be
abandoned on the street.”

“Their vision is more advanced
than mine is,” said Chris Seeger of
Orinda, implying that the department
goal to increase public education and
awareness is accurate. Mike Kotin of
Lafayette said that he was in favor of
any policy that will result in the
killing of fewer animals.

“We’re trying to do everything
we can to save lives,” said Ward.

Despite the unprecedented intake
freeze on owner surrendered animals,
the agency will continue to accept
sick, injured or abandoned animals, as
well as strays and confiscated or im-
pounded animals.

Of Life and Limb

... continued from page A1l

Combine heavy winds with rain
saturated ground and affected trees
can easily be blown over, he said.
“Pines and eucalyptus are evergreens;
they just get so wet and heavy,” they
end up falling over, Turner said.

He’s noticed a lot of dead pine as
well as major die back on birch trees.
The non-native birch trees, Turner
said, are usually planted in the middle
of a resident’s lawn and become
“spoiled” expecting the amount of
water needed to keep the lawn green.

When homeowners start cutting
back on keeping their lawns green,
the trees suffered. Turner says it’s
more likely that trees have been im-
properly cared for over time. Oak
trees suffering from crown rot fungus,
for example, will decay over a period
of 20 years. If a pine tree has red nee-
dles on it, though, Turner says the tree
must come down. Business is “crazy”
right now, but some of that is just sea-
sonal work — arborists generally
tackle dormant pruning during the
winter season.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District Bat-
talion Chief Sean Perkins agrees with
Turner.

Perkins says he’s seen “noth-
ing out of the ordinary,” when it
comes to falling trees, weather and

A damaged power pole after recent storms

Photo Cathy Dausman

rain notwithstanding. If a fallen
tree has taken a power line down
with it, Perkins reminds Lamorin-
dans to “stay away and call
PG&E,” and never assume the
lines are dead. If the lines are arc-
ing, call 911. “We’ll send an en-
gine out to isolate the area and
leave a crew at the site until PG&E
arrives. If there’s a big storm with
multiple (downed trees and power
line) calls, we’ll flag the area with
caution tape,” he says.

Trees and power lines can be a
dangerous combination, says PG&E
spokesperson Tamar Sarkissian. “We
see the most uprooting when there’s
not much time between storms,” she
says, especially when conditions are
windy. “On any given day, 650 con-
tract tree crews are working ... to
clear vegetation from around lines
and identify hazardous trees that
could come into contact with over-
head power lines and potentially
cause outages or spark fires,” she
says. PG&E uses aerial mounted
technology to identify dead or dying
trees for removal, Sarkissian says;
she reminds everyone “if you see
damaged power lines and electric
equipment, call 911 and then notify
PG&E at 1-800-743- 5002.”

IT’s APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FORrR REAL ESTATE

Call me when you are ready to sell or buy

a home and want the best results.

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net
CalBRE#01221153
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Giving Dreams an Address

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews www.dreamhomelamorinda.com
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— LaMorinda Special —
Up to 5 Phones, 150 a month
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« Phones Start as Low as *49 Each

« On Site, Professional Installation Included

« California Based Customer Support

« All Local and US Long Distance Included
G000

:_\--."‘h
Is D06ED

Design Integrotion & Security
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Hundreds of Bay Area families choose
Home Care Assistance.

Trust our award-winning care to suit your family’s
needs. We're the best!

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a reasonable price
despite recent overtime laws.

1)

Lve-in
Lo

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers Cognitive
Therapeutics, a research- backed activities program that promotes brain health
and vitality in our clients.

Lamorinda’s Best Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience and undergoes
extensive training and screening, including a DOJ background check, drug test and
proprietary psychological exam designed to test for honesty and conscientiousness.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay.
She has been working with older adults for more than ten years and
is an expert on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and
your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free consultation today!
925-820-8390 ¢ HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507

Home (are

ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Livelne
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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

L www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specmllzmg in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

MICHAEL VERERUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

KAY’S PLUMBING
& ROOTER

e SEWER AND DRAIN CLEANING

e FAUCETS- TOILETS -SINKS- DISPOSAL-
SHOWERS

e WATER HEATERS - HYDRO JETTING

e WATER & GAS REPIPING

Just Call us!
(925) 743-1515

Lamorinda Residence for over 10 years
LICENSE #: 1008078

T FH=ET "-i-.na.g'n:l {a:lliﬁ:.lwun
T DESIGM ¢ TEF [MISHING* [NSTAL

925.—3 75 111

CALL TOM .
FOR A FREE Since 1993!

Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

ESTIMATE

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors e Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Consultations
FREE Hearing Screenings

and now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.
Dr. Erik M. Breitling, |*I AMOR I NDA,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA AUDTOLOGY

‘ .
3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

TAXI BLEU

Dispatch:

025-849-2222

Direct:

Hearing Aid Evaluations
uol99101d BulesH sueloisniy

All Airports
Served 24/7

925-286-0064

www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com
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Nurtury

PRESCHOOL AT MVPC

OPEN HOUSE

Monday, February 22
9:50—10:30

Learh more about the Nustury!
New Fall Hours!
Morning Program 9-12:30
Open 8-5
and Summer Camp!

10 Moraga V all.::.,: Lane, Moraga
wiww.nurturvatmypc.com
Child care provided by reservation
(925) F76-4800 x248

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSCCIATES
Office: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898
www.clarkthompson.com

CalBRE #: 00903367

ct@clarkthompson.com
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The Cost of Convenience

... continued from page A1
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Flowers sit in vases, awaiting orders at King Florist and Gifts in Moraga.

If the florist turns them down, they
call the customer and say they can’t
fill the order.” That would not be a
pleasant phone call for a customer to
receive on Feb. 14.

Many of the online companies
present themselves as full-service
florists, posting an extensive list of
beautiful floral displays. “No florist
could possibly have all of those
arrangements,” said Ganch. “They’re
wire services, with employees and
overhead. They cannot respond to
your special requests. The quality of
the flowers you get may not match
what is shown in those photos.” Kahn
added that if the online company in-
sists that she deliver the arrangement
for free, she will not do it.

Los Angeles-based
JustFlowers.com, an online broker,

.
\ flOWers...
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Proadant Code HEIIETE
Lamorinda Weekly ordered flowers online and received them on time. Though the arrangement looked similar to what
was ordered, it contained fewer roses than shown online, and the $88 final cost included a $14.99 service charge.

Sympathy | L

Photo Andy Scheck
and Teleflora, a delivery service out
of Los Angeles, did not return calls or
emails seeking comment.

So, you may not be talking with a
florist when you order flowers by
phone, and you may not be getting
what you think you are getting, or
when you expect it. That does not
sound like the basis for a successful
business model. Jennifer Sparks, vice
president of marketing for the Society
of American Florists, the Alexandria,
Va.-based industry trade association,
explained how to stay a step ahead of
the rogue operators.

“When you ask about scams, the
main concern is the issue of deceptive
listings where companies list them-
selves under a variety of fictitious
florist names with a local phone num-
ber,” she said. It is unlawful in Cali-

fornia to advertise a fictitious shop
name that includes, say, an Orinda ge-
ographic reference, or a phone num-
ber that consumers perceive as being
local but is forwarded to a business in
another state.

But not only national companies
operate this way. “Many are also local
florists who decided to become ag-
gressive by reaching consumers on a
nationwide level through toll-free

numbers and the Internet,” said
Sparks.

Then what can you do to avoid
being taken?

“Deal only with shops that list a
street address with their phone num-
ber,” she said. “When you call the
florist, ask for directions to the shop.
If they hesitate, consider that a red
flag. And ask the florist to itemize
charges. Most charge a delivery fee
and sales tax in the state where the
order is being taken, in addition to the
price of the arrangement.”

The one suggestion that all three
agreed upon: deal directly with a local
florist, with a local business address.

“A lot of the time, consumers
want to support a local floral business
but don’t know where to go,” said
Sparks. “Florists need to focus on
catering to the local customer to make
sure they know the shop is there to
serve them.”

“You can question us about the
details of your order,” said Ganch.
You know you are talking to a real,
local person. You know us.

“And you can hold us account-
able.”

Interim Town Manager

Priebe realized this was the type
of challenge he was interested in at
this point in his career. “There are a
lot of skills that can be transferred,”
he said, “such as team management,
or dealing with people and commu-
nity issues.” He compares his ap-
proach to that of a coach watching all
his incredible players doing what they
do well, “and making sure we are all
moving in the same direction to
achieve the vision of the council,”
adds Priebe.

The interim manager knows he
will need to learn a lot of technical el-
ements, but on the people side, his
many years managing the Moraga po-
lice department has been good train-
ing. “T know what I don't know, and I
also know who knows. So I rely on
those people with trust and confi-
dence.” Priebe says he will continue

to keep his door open and encourages
residents to contact him if they want
to talk.

Priebe says he will make what the
council decides happen, whether it is
regarding the Rheem Theatre, the Ha-
cienda de las Flores, hillside and
ridgeline regulations, infrastructure
maintenance, or the purchase of video
cameras for the town. When the cam-
era discussion started about a year
ago, then Chief Priebe was not com-
pletely sold on the idea.

“I have always seen them as a
tool to solve crimes but until now
have not felt the interest to invest
funds for them,” he said. “I am
thrilled the town wants to give MPD
more tools and I am anxious to have
it completely vetted in public discus-
sion. MPD has always provided po-
lice services at the lowest cost per

... continued from page AS

capita on the County and is consis-
tently one of the safest communities
in the state, so selling the idea of more
officers or new technology has al-
ways been difficult. The council and
public support for cameras is appre-
ciated and will be brought forward
with my full support.”

Keimach warned Priebe that the
hardest part will be letting go of his
former department.  When she
“passed the baton” to him, instead of
a police baton, she gave him a thin
wooden conductor’s rod. But the po-
lice department is still close to
Priebe’s heart. He says that he still
has his radio and gun accessible and
a police jacket in the back of his car.
“In case of a police emergency and if
reinforcement is needed, I am avail-
able."
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Lamorinda Music Teacher
Recognized for Life of Achievement

By Daniel Smith

Rick Meyer at a recent Acalanes High School band rehearsal

It’s strange to hear longtime music
teacher Rick Meyer say he feels
embarrassed about receiving the Cal-
ifornia Music Educators Association
(CMEA) Hall of Fame Award. After
four decades teaching in Lamorinda,
he’s more than used to a little recog-
nition.

Meyer, who taught at Miramonte
High School from 1973 to 1984 and
Acalanes High School from 1984 to
2008, continues to be recognized by
parents, colleagues, and students of
past and present (he’s now a sub at
Miramonte). While their appreciation
is nice, privacy has its advantages.
Meyer had to give up the Round Up
years ago to avoid knocking back
drinks with former students. And
when he does his local shopping,
Meyer much prefers Moraga. It’s
worth noting that Meyer doesn’t seem
to be exaggerating — several former
students and a trombonist colleague
made an appearance at Lafayette’s
Papillon cafe during our interview.

Even if you’ve never personally
seen Meyer, chances are you have
heard his music —it’s been the sound-
track for Lamorinda civic life. Among
his greatest hits is the Orinda Volun-
teer Marching Band — famous for ad-

mitting anyone with an instrument —
cooked up in collaboration with for-
mer Orinda mayor Bobbie Landers in
year zero of the city’s cherished
Fourth of July parade. Over the years,
Meyer and his ever-changing itera-
tions of high school bands played
countless other Lamorinda venues,
too. “Halftimes on Friday night, con-
certs, music festivals, Rossmoor, all
kinds of stuff,” he said. “Somebody
calls and says ‘Rotary needs some-
thing done, get down there and take
care of that.””

Meyer also took his students on
the road, entering them in competi-
tions across the state. Meyer’s bands
won yearly “unanimous superior” rat-
ings at the CMEA’s music festival,
proving that public practice makes
perfect.

Meyer built the success of his
programs through a commitment to
improvement, or as he calls it “keep-
ing your chops up.” He embodies this
commitment, practicing the clarinet —
his preferred instrument — an hour and
a half daily. Meyer also practiced in-
struments with which he wasn’t so fa-
miliar, a reminder of what
commitment to improvement means
to beginners like his students.

Photo Ohlen Alexander

“You forget how hard it is, how
hard they have to work to get it,” he
said. If Meyer assigned music, he
practiced that, too. To do otherwise,
in Meyer’s view, would be “like an
English teacher who never read a
book after college. You (would) lose
track of what the kids are going
through.”

The real trick to a successful
music program, though, said Meyer, is
that “your program has to be so good,
it’ll succeed in spite of you.” Meyer’s
statement is more than a self-deprecat-
ing deflection of credit. It’s a nod to
the fact that an inspired teacher is only
part of the recipe; a successful music
program also needs community sup-
port and quality equipment. Meyer
worked tirelessly to secure both. A
prime example: 1994 found Acalanes’
instruments worn down. Meyer, tired
of the old bake sale model of fundrais-
ing or “selling light bulbs™ as he face-
tiously calls it, decided to let the kids
and the music make the money. He
rented out Walnut Creek’s Regional
Center for the Arts and let the band do
its thing. In two years the ticket sales
earned them $80,000 — enough to re-
place every instrument at Acalanes.

... continued on page B7
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Classes Offered

Wines and Vines class

once a month Sundays 1-3 p.m. 2/21, 3/20, 4/17 and 5/15

Register at your local, Moraga/Orinda/Lafayette, Parks and Recreation
il Hezg 1ass J
CAPTAIMN 1r|r§;|r,-*ra.|-tn.'-;
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Local, Green, Sustainable YO.ur local Family Winery

Order your local wines for a free delivery in Lamorinda
Please visit our web site
www.captainvineyards.com for our Moraga Estate wines

TOWN HALL THEATRE COMPANY
LAMORINDA'S PREMIER LIVE ENTERTAINMENT VENUE

ANGELS IN AMERICA
PERESTROIKA

BY TONY KUSHNER DIRECTED BY JOEL ROSTER

)

.

FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 19

WITH STAGED READINGS FOR
MILLENNIUM APPROACHES* EACH SATURDAY

*WINNER OF 4 SHELLIE AWARDS

SUPPORTING ACTRESS, SUPPORTING ACTOR, DIRECTION, AND
OUSTANDING PRODUCTION

TOWNHALLTHEATRE.COM
925.283.1557

3535 SCHOOL ST. LAFAYETTE, CA

ME Massage Envy.

p .
BECAUSE EVERYTHING

il

Whatever the reason, we'll help your loved one manage
the side effects of this wonderful thing we call living.

Take the opportunity this Valentine’s Day to show them
how much you care. MassageEnvy.com

One stop. Two thoughtful gifts.
Pamper someone special with a 5-piece Whish gift

with purchase (°26 value) after buying *100 in gift cards.
Give a truly feel-good gift this Valentine's Day.

Lamorinda
558 Center St.
Moraga, CA
(925) 376-3689

M-F 9a-10p | S 9a-9p | Su9a-8p

equired. Cannot be bined with other offers. Rates
piece gift and the fct depicted is used solely as a
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INDIGO

Please visit us and see our
new arrivals!

Interior Design e Gifts ¢ Rugs
Home Accents ¢ Lighting ® Reupholstery
Custom Window Coverings

Indigo & Poppy
1009 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette
925-962-9201

www.indigoandpoppy.com

Hours: 10:00am - 5:30pm Monday - Saturday, Closed Sunday

Mary H. Smith D.D.S. ¢ Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is

available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.

LN 28

Award Winning Program

Old Firehouse School

www.oldfirehouseschool.com

, *Reggio Emilia Inspired
| *Primary Caregiving
! *EBExtraordinary Faculty

Serving ages 1-5

Walnut Creek Campus
55 Eckley Lane

Lafayette Campus
984 Moraga Road

Lafayette Walnut Creek
925-284-4321 925-934-1507
fslafayett mail.com ofswalnutcreek@gmail.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Young Pearl Vet Shares Memories

By Cathy Dausman

From left: Renee Fleming, Tom Marnane, Diana Van Gilder and Victoria Christensen

T om Marnane is a Pear] Harbor survivor who was in
uniform awaiting his bus at Oahu’s Wheeler Army
Airfield Dec. 7, 1941. He and his friends were strafed by
enemy airplane fire. Fortunately, they all survived, al-
though no one had any idea what was going on. Marnane
was 7 years old at the time; his “uniform” was a child’s
costume. His father was a U.S. Army captain, and his
family lived on base near Wheeler.

Marnane spoke to seventh-graders at The Saklan
School in January before the class of 17 traveled to Hawaii
to study World War II history firsthand. The trip included
a tour of Pearl Harbor. “It’s an experience worth thinking
about, but not worth repeating,” he said. “I was alive wait-
ing for a school bus to come and they shot up my street
and my house and I watched all the airplanes get blown
up. [ say that because there aren’t very many of us (Pearl
Harbor survivors) hanging around these days.”

This year’s students felt more personally connected to
the events at Pearl Harbor after hearing Marnane talk,
wrote Saklan middle school Dean Kim Parks. Seventh-
grader Victoria Christensen was “touched by the sheer
amount of destruction” and “most impressed by his [Mar-
nane’s] feelings today towards the Japanese forces.”

“It was a fast in and out,” Marnane said of the Japan-
ese attack, but “there were always airplanes around,” so
he was not really afraid. He did notice the rising sun sym-
bol on the fuselage, and noted a “line of planes” flying in
formation. The boys ran to collect spent cartridges until
Marnane’s father dragged him back to his house.

Photo provided

The family (father, mother and Marnane’s younger
brother) and everyone else on his street were spared. In
the hours after the attack, the army evacuated its civilian
population to pineapple and sugar fields in the center of
Oahu where they remained for three or four days.

It was “great fun” being there with the other children,
Marnane said, because they didn’t have school. When
they returned to Wheeler, it was a Wheeler with fox holes
and air raid drills. “Dad took my brother and I on a (Pearl
Harbor) tour, where we saw battleships burning, and
(damaged) planes and midget subs,” he said.

The family boarded a ship bound for San Francisco’s
Fort Mason on Christmas Day and relocated to Oklahoma
for the duration of the war while Marnane’s father stayed
behind. When asked by the students how he felt about the
Japanese, Marnane said he was mad then, only because
the war necessitated his father living away from his family
for four years.

“It’s all gone by the board (now),” he said, noting that
since then he has lived in Japan and worked with and for
Japanese firms.

Marnane became a career naval officer, and returned as
commander of the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard (which
oddly, was never bombed) in 1980 for his final posting. Mar-
nane said when a foreign ship entered the harbor at dawn
that ship would play its country’s national anthem and the
shipyard would answer with “The Star Spangled Banner.”

He admits to having felt “a little tug” when the ex-
change involved a Japanese ship.

You Want to Become a Filmmaker?

ShortDocs Film Fest helps young and older test their talent
By Sophie Braccini

Jason Friedman about to start filming his documentary
Photo Kal Deutsch

A TN

he Lamorinda ShortDocs Film Fest was born from

the imagination of an §-year-old Lamorinda child,
and it is nicely taking shape through the leadership of the
Lamorinda Arts Council (LAC). Amateur documentary
filmmakers of all ages have the opportunity to be trained
this month and partake in a friendly competition that will
culminate with a festival presentation and awards cere-
mony in May.

Meredith Friedman was driving with her son, Jason,
in the car one afternoon when he asked why there was not
a program for children to compete in filmmaking. “I re-
sponded that this was something I may be able to help
make happen,” she remembers answering. Friedman is
on the board of LAC, the local nonprofit that facilitates
community events such as the Art of Mixology, Lamor-
inda Idol, and the Visual Arts Competition. “We already
have a lot of programs for children,” says Friedman, “so
as we talked with fellow board member Kal Deutsch, who
has filmmaking experience; we thought that it would be a
good idea to have all ages engaged in this new program.”

The LAC board and its president, Lawrence Kohl, im-
mediately embraced the idea and decided this would be a
worthwhile project for the nonprofit to fund.

“We decided on short documentaries, maximum six
minutes, because we thought that would be easier for be-
ginners to master, and also because we did not want to
compete with the Iron Filmmakers competition put on by
the California Independent Film Festival,” says Deutsch.
The Orinda resident believes that with today’s tools, such
as the iPhone and iMovie, and some basic training, anyone
can start creating interesting documentaries. “You can say
a lot in a very short time,” adds Friedman. “Just take a
look at the news and you'll see some powerful stories told
in just a few minutes.”

The competition’s unique element is beginner training
offered by LAC. “Creating a good documentary is about
telling a compelling storyj it is not just running a camera,”
says Deutsch. “There are fundamental techniques that will

empower kids and adults to make better films, such as
composition, editing, how to get music, how to do narra-
tion, that we will teach and that will raise the bar of what
will be produced.”

LAC has planned a free educational seminar that cov-
ers the basics of producing a documentary film at 1 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 28 for elementary and middle school film-
makers and at 2 p.m. for high school and adult filmmakers.
The seminar will be at the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center.

The four competition categories are based on age: El-
ementary School, Middle School, High School and Adult.
“The competition is open to anyone aged 5 and older who
lives, attends school or works in Orinda, Lafayette, or
Moraga,” says Friedman. “Submissions will be accepted
March 1 until April 24 and be judged by a panel of pro-
fessionals.”

LAC asks that films be G-rated and it reserves the
right to not consider a movie that would be considered in-
appropriate. Two to four films will be selected in each
category and presented at the festival on May 15. After
the screening, winners in each category will be an-
nounced, and the audience will be invited to vote to select
the public award winner.

Lamorinda filmmakers Vicki Abeles (“Race to
Nowhere,” “Beyond Measure™) and Julie Rubio (“East
Side Sushi,” “Too Perfect”), and film editor David Santa-
maria (Early Man Productions; Instructor, Bay Area Video
Coalition) will be on the judging panel as well as Los An-
geles filmmaker Jon Gun (“My Date with Drew,” “Like
Dandelion Dust”).

“I'm looking forward to being one of the judges,” says
Rubio. “Thope this festival will help guide the filmmakers
on to a special new path of new discoveries, of self aware-
ness and creativity.” She adds that in judging the movies
she will be looking for films that tell a heartfelt story.
“This is, ultimately, what this is all about — storytelling,”
she says.

“This is our first year and we do not know what to ex-
pect,” concludes Friedman, “but I am pretty sure that we are
going to be blown away by the creativity of the people in
the community.”

Other LAC volunteers are supporting the project, such
as Susan Garell and Lois Mead, who are reaching out to
schools and are spreading the word about the competition.
More information and registration can be found online at
lamorindaarts.org.

LAC free educational seminar on Sunday, Feb. 28
at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center:

1 p.m. (elementary and middle school filmmakers)
2 p.m. (high school and adult filmmakers)
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Orinda Author Turns
“Trumpisms’ into
Compilation of Quotes

By Lou Fancher

Carol Pogash talks about her book

hatever your politics —

whether you consider him
a populist or eye-popping — there’s
no question presidential candidate
Donald Trump has Americans flip-
ping out.

Which made the arrival at
Orinda Books of 50 upside-down
copies of writer Carol Pogash’s new
book, “Quotations from Chairman
Trump” (Rossetta Books), some-
how unsurprising — and transformed
the manufacturing mistake into a
must-have commodity at a Jan. 30
book launch.

“People are saying they’d prefer
an upside-down copy,” said book-
store owner Maria Roden. “It’s a
phenomenon!”

Roden could have been apply-
ing the term to Trump, the misas-
sembled books, or indirectly
admitting that when Pogash told her
about the book one year ago, she
wondered if Trump would still be
an active player in the campaign by
the time the book was published.
“Silly me,” Roden said.

Pogash, a longtime Orinda resi-
dent, writes frequently for The New
York Times. The celebrated reporter
and columnist has published two
previous books, including the
Pulitzer Prize-nominated “Seduced
by Madness: The True Story of the
Susan Polk Murder Case.” Her just-
released “little red book” is mod-
eled on “Quotations from Chairman
Mao” and offers a pithy introduc-
tion, Trump quotations with identi-
fying date and location — and full
credit to her husband, Dan Detzner,
for inventing her favorite term for
the candidate’s unbelievable terrain,
“Trumplandia.”

Even Pogash said she was ini-
tially surprised by Trump having
turned a centuries-old political
process on its metaphoric head.
“When [ started coming across
Trump’s daily cull of quotes, [ was
taken aback. It was the unadulter-
ated ‘id’ coming out,” Pogash said.

Soon enough, her mind went to
Mao and the small red book that put
in print the Chinese leader’s
grandiose, authoritarian voice.
About Trump’s words, she said,
“They’re not poetry, but they’re
mesmerizing.”

With Mao as her model and co-
medians/television hosts Jon Stew-
art and Stephen Colbert as her
inspiration, Pogash said she “chan-
neled that curmudgeon’s perspec-

GUOTATIONS FEOM

CHAIRMAN

TRUMP

Photo provided

tive.” Compiling what would be
Trump’s oratorio, if it was set to
music, she realized, “He wakes up
every day, ready to go to war. He
only feels good if he can go to war.
Then, he wants to go a step further.
He wants to humiliate his oppo-
nents.”

Proving she can come up with
sound bites as potent as her sub-
ject’s, Pogash added, “He’s the only
person he listens to. He’s his own
consultant.”

The quotes, collected over six
months but not held to strict
chronology, are redistributed to tell
a story, according to Pogash. Mov-
ing through a progression — cate-
gories from his self-proclaimed
talent talk to candidate stump tweets
to “President Trump” proclamations
and others — she said the book is ob-
vious satire, but that satire illumi-
nates truth. During her research, she
read Trump’s every debate, tweet,
speech and almost every article
written about him up to December
2015. “He’s speaking to a latent part
of people’s feelings and fears about
this country. When he says he wants
to make America great again, it’s as
if he wants to return us to the 1950s.
But he can’t do that; we’re a global
economy now.”

Asking herself and the intimate
group of readers at the store what
will be left behind, if Trump is not
the eventual victor in the presiden-
tial race, Pogash gave her answer:
“There’ll be a crassness to future
debates, the push to the right will
become pronounced in the Repub-
lican party. That party will be left
with remorse and need for recon-
struction; Latinos, women, Muslims
and others will need to be brought
back into their party.”

Annette O’Connor of Orinda
called Trump “a brilliant enter-
tainer” but said his campaign and
anger directed at specific communi-
ties is dangerous. “It ill behoves a
nation of immigrants to denigrate
immigrants,” she said.

Pogash said in separate com-
ments that the book has not been out
long enough to have drawn direct
response from readers and review-
ers. She has friends who are Trump
supporters and despite not aligning
her political preference alongside
their positions, she has a measure of
respect for Trump’s devotion to his
family. “He has kids who turned out
OK, so there’s that,” she said.

Still waiting for the first re-
views, she said an early indication
of the book’s future might be
learned from Amazon. After speak-
ing in late January with “Hardball”
television show  host  Chris
Matthews for a 90-second spot, he
called her book, “Friday night
dessert.” Amazon’s reaction? “Quo-
tations from Chairman Trump”
went overnight from the 28,000
ranking to 400. “There are enthusi-
asts and those who don’t want to
hear more from him, but everyone
has an opinion,” Pogash said.

Upcoming Events at Orinda Books

Poet authors Cynthia-Leslie Bole, who wrote “The Luminous In-Between,”
a collection of graceful and lyrical poems that invite us to celebrate the ra-
diance of our everyday lives, and Karen Mireau, founder of Azalea Art Press
who has helped authors manifest their literary vision for over 30 years and
author of “Matzu.Kaze,” as well as artist Carol Van Zandt, will speak about
their works from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday, March 7 at Orinda Books.
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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR
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GRADES K-12
Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needeq!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MtNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

Saint Marys College Museum of Art
Four New Exhibitions

| February 14 - May 1 |
Environmental Impact |

Accredited by the
American Alliance of Museums

February 14 -April24 |
Instagael: SMC Student Instagrams

Chester Arnold, Holding Pond

Environmental Impact is an exhibition which aims to
recognize, document, and share the work of leading
contemporary artists who choose to focus their work on global
as well as local environmental issues.

Aubrey Williams, Instagael
Instagram has changed the art world. Now Saint Mary’s
College Museum of Art examines this recent force with
Instagael, a student Instagram exhibition.

|  February14-April24 |

. - - | Ongoing through May 1, 2016 |
David Maxim: Points of View

William Keith and the Battle
for Hetch Hetchy
T T

William Keith, Collection of the SMCMoA
In 1907, William Keith accompanied John Muir to Yosemite’s twin
valley, Hetch Hetchy. This trip was a desperate last stand for the
preservation of the valley. The plan to dam the Hetch Hetchy Valley
had brewed for decades, spiced with controversy and corruption.
The fate of the valley was a national reflection, preservationist
versus conservationist, municipal versus national authority, over the
American soul.

David Maxim, The Signal

David Maxim has spent his career pondering the stages and
struggles of human life, and the eternal mysteries of
metaphorical meaning and ambiguity. His art is informed by
his own point of view, enriched through his engagement with
history, art history and theatre.

Public Hours: Wed — Sun, 11 am-4:30 pm. Museum Admission: Adults $5;
Members and K-12 graders Free; Parking Free
Phone: 925-631-4379 Website: stmarys-ca.edu/museum

FIRST MONTH

We're not
kidding!
. We believe

if you try us,
* youll like us...

We want you to see how 5A is different...Customer Service really is King
at 5A! Our staff is in our office to help you every day. You can speak to
us in person or on the phone, We care about you and your thingsf And
right now we're offering a month’s free reni. That's right....
your 1st month is FREE!®

This is a very special offer - These “One Maonth Free” units are limited and
the time for this offer is very Hmited, so act now before they are all rented!
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C ine. %{M/{y/ dinee 1977
Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
* Custom Designs e Appraisals
* Expert Repairs e Pearl Restringing

Al[ your jewelry is insured with Jewelers Block Insurance.

I $5 off Watch Battery 1
: Reg $15, Now $10 :
k o

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3/31/16. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

Hair Design by Alisa

Specializing in highlights, color, Brazillan
blowouts, special events styles and custom
haircuts!

! 1 20% Off

Sison Salon 'Your first serv:ce'
. . .
134 Village Square, Orinda | with Alisa only. i

925-470-7440 bmm e e e -

dabombhairdresser@yahoo.com

Alisa Peters

CARPET CLEANING

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

WINTER SPECIAL

19" OFF
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

LeapFrog Plumbing |

Who's your Valentine? u
Give your honey (or yourself!)

the gift of comfort with the
Toto Washlet's warm seat,
warm water, and soft air dry.

(Ilove mine!) It's selfileaning ||
too. Can you say, * Ahhhhh°?!

$150 OFF!* ||

Toto Washlet Bidet Seat |
Pure luxury

]
.l."-

Head Frogi¥lo Wiilliams
Gas

Water
Sewer

1 See www.LeapFrog
e Water Heater ! Plumbing.com for more I
Specialist | coupons — plus SAVE $25

. 1 just for mentioning this one!*
* 24/7 Service !

*Labor & materials provided by
LeapFrog Plumbing. Exp 2/14/16.
Cannot be combined with any other oers. I

~We Hop To It! |

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

. 29377-6600 w'

CA Lic www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

929641
-------------J

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Middle School Girls Step into STEM

Experience at Conference
By Sophie Braccini

Middle school girls have fun with science at last year’s Tech Trek conference.

Middle school girls will have
the opportunity to dig into
science and mathematics at a STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) day offered by the Ameri-
can Association of University Women
March 19, with the support of Saint
Mary’s College and the nonprofit, Ex-
panding Your Horizons. The confer-
ence offers a large variety of hands-on
workshops for girls to choose from,
each led by top scientists.

“The purpose is to capture the in-
terest of the girls, show them the di-
versity of the scientific world and
encourage them to pursue scientific
careers,” says AAUW member Stacia
Cragholm, who originally thought of
offering the workshops, open to all in-
terested.

“For years now we have been
sending a selected group of middle
school gitls to Tech Trek, a weeklong
science camp,” explains Cragholm.
“Every year I was thinking about the
girls who had applied and had not
been selected, and to all the other ones
that had not been recommended by
their teachers but could still have cu-

riosity and an interest in sciences.
This day is an attempt to reach all the
middle school girls.”

Cragholm needed allies to take on
this project and reached out to Saint
Mary’s College. “I met Dr. Kristen
Beck, who teaches Differential Cal-
culus and The Art and Practice of
Mathematics at Saint Mary’s,” says
Cragholm. “We had monthly meet-
ings, she was so encouraging and a
great resource.” Cragholm also
brought Expanding Your Horizons on
board. The nonprofit has vast expe-
rience designing programs to interest
young girls in the study of science and
mathematics.

“The gitls can learn about FBI
techniques in investigating a crime
scene, how to take apart a computer
and put it back together, what it takes
to build a strong bridge, what a
marshmallow would do in the vac-
uum that is also used to make inte-
grated circuits, how to build a Star
Wars galaxy with code, or how to find
exo-planets and discover what pow-
ers a star, and much more,” says
Cragholm. The girls can attend three

Photo provided

of the 12 different workshops offered
that day.

The conference will begin with
keynote speaker Danielle Feinberg,
director of photography for lighting at
Pixar Animation Studios, who will
discuss how she uses computers for
movies. She will share film clips from
Pixar films and explain how the films
are developed. The workshops are
scheduled throughout the rest of the
morning and afternoon. The confer-
ence will close with a motivational
presentation by MJ Marggraff, mis-
sion support representative for Virgin
Galactic's South Bay space agency.

Parents are invited to stay for a
morning presentation by representa-
tives from the Saint Mary's School of
Science to learn how to foster their
daughters’ interest in STEM studies
and careers.

The choice of workshops is on a
first come, first served basis. Regis-
tration is $20, opened to all middle
school girls at http://www.expand-
ingyourhorizons.org/conferences/AA
UWSAINTMARYS/.

Lynn s Top Five

Investing in Volatile Times

By Lynn Ballou, CFP®

have come to believe that market

volatility is the new normal. Ever
since public access to the Internet
connected us in profound and irre-
versible ways, so too has more infor-
mation been available to investors
than we can perhaps, given our na-
ture, immediately process. This phe-
nomenon can certainly contribute to
some sleepless nights. To help you
regain some sense of calm and con-
trol, here are some ideas for you to
consider as you manage your portfo-
lios in these challenging times.
1) Systematic investing: Since we
won’t know what day investment
markets reach their lowest until it’s a
historical fact, it is helpful to invest
specific amounts of money over an
appropriate period of time and not all
at once. This is also known as dollar
cost averaging. If you are contribut-
ing to a retirement plan at work, you
are engaging in this investment
process. If you are reinvesting your
dividends and capital gains back into
fund holdings, you are also in a small
fashion doing the same. This ap-
proach can keep you from investing
too much all at once when you are not
clear where market valuations are
headed in the short run, but you want
to be invested for the long term.
2) Portfolio design ideas before re-
tirement: Today you might be a full-
time worker, perhaps raising a family,
with retirement a distant idea. If you
are still working, figure out how
much you might need over the next
year in the way of cash flow for up-
coming projects, a possible job loss,
or an extra expense such as college or
acar. Keep an amount that’s equiv-
alent to that need out of markets that
experience volatility, for example the
stock market, or are illiquid, for ex-
ample real estate. Having an appro-
priate amount of money set aside for

short-term needs during volatile times
should allow you to still enjoy your
life with less worry.

3) Portfolio design ideas during
retirement: If'you are about to retire,
or have already, you need to think dif-
ferently. Your assets need to be able
to weather down market cycles while
still benefiting from growth times. In
addition to the idea of setting up re-
serves for short-term expenses, you
also must create a dependable income
stream. One approach is to think
about the number of years markets
can take to recover when they expe-
rience difficulties, and build a portfo-
lio that produces enough income to
help you through. You want to avoid
selling assets when markets are low.
You also need to be tactical about
what assets you spend and in which
order with respect to tax matters. Ad-
ditionally you might decide to begin
pensions or social security payments
earlier in order to defer the need to
withdraw as much from your invest-
ments.

4) What’s your risk tolerance?
Can you handle down markets? If'so,
in what ways and how much? Some
of you love the ride and are okay with
volatility. Others would rather avoid
portfolio bounce, preferring to expe-
rience fewer market pops in return for
mitigating the impact of market
drops. There are some great online
tools for you to use to assess your tol-
erance for risk. Take them during
good times and bad to keep it real.
Your trusted advisors can assist you
with this as well.

5) Have an honest look at your
personal investment resources.
Even the most logical portfolio can
only do so much. You need to make
sure you don’t count on your portfolio
to perform unrealistic tasks for you
during your life. If you have limited

resources, what you can control are
spending, increasing savings or
maybe even delaying retirement. If
you are retired, perhaps there is part-
time, enjoyable work you could take
up. Volunteer at the theatre to see
shows for free. Work as a customer
service driver for an auto service shop
if you miss people. Work for Uber or
Lyft, even! Do whatever you can to
take some amount of spending stress
off your assets’ shoulders.

So what’s the bottom line here?
You and I cannot control markets, but
we can control our investor behavior.
Think about your core values and in-
vestment needs both short and long-
term and don’t ignore your risk
tolerance factor. A good night’s sleep
can be an asset, too!

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER ™ professional and Regional
Director with EP Wealth Advisors, a
Registered Investment Advisory Firm in
Lafayette. Information used in the writing
of this column is believed to be factual and
up-to-date, however, we do not guarantee
its accuracy. This column does not involve
the rendering of personalized investment
advice and is not intended to supplement
individualized professional advice. A
financial, tax and/or legal professional
should be consulted before implementing
any of the strategies directly or indirectly
suggested and discussed. All investment
strategies have the potential for profit or
loss.
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Thank you Lynn and Marilyn,

for listening
for caring
for your partnership

...not to mention what you
do for your clients.

EP Wealth Advisors welcomes

Lynn Ballou, CFP®, Marilyn Plum, CFP®,

Laura Knolle, CFP® and the entire Ballou Plum
team to the family.

e[) wealth
advisors

250 Lafayette Circle, Suite 203 — 925.283.2201 — www.epwealth.com
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925-376-2244
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346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

www.lamorindaweekly.com

‘Facing Life and Death’
A film and discussion at the Orinda Library

Submitted by Beth Girshman

Dr. Michelle Peticolas Photo provided

he Orinda library is hosting a
free screening of the film,
“Facing Life and Death,” by East
Bay filmmaker, Michelle Peticolas

Garden Room.

Peticolas is a sociologist and
longtime student of Sufism. She
teaches seminars on end-of-life and
leads loss support groups around the
Bay Area. She has been working in
the field of death and loss for over 17
years. Producer of the award-winning
documentary “Secret of Life and
Death,” she also presents at hospitals,
hospices and community groups
around northern California.

Death is a subject that much of
modern western society prefers to
avoid. Following the 26-minute film
screening Peticolas will lead a mod-
erated discussion where participants
may share stories and listen to the sto-
ries of others. For information, visit
www.secretsoflifeanddeath.com  or
call the Orinda Library at (925) 254-

7 925-377-0977
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Free Film Screening Focuses on Anti-
Bullying Movement

Submitted by Eric Andresen
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ABRAVE HEART

THE LIZZIE VELASQUEZ STORY
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he Moraga iKind Project, a

community-based anti-bully-
ing program that is an extension of the
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
iKind program, is sponsoring the
movie “A Brave Heart, the Lizzie Ve-
lasquez Story.” The documentary,
which chronicles the inspiring jour-
ney of 26-year-old, 58-pound Ve-
lasquez, as she goes from
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cyber-bullying victim to anti-bullying
activist, will be shown at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 11 at the Campolindo
High School Performing Arts Center.
Following the free screening — which
is open to parents and students in
fourth to 12th grades, as well as teach-
ers and local leaders — a student panel
will respond to the film and to audi-
ence questions. The goal of the Mor-

Image provided

aga iKind Project is to promote kind-
ness and courtesy, and to foster
courage, bravery and inclusion be-
yond the schools. The Campolindo
Leadership Committee and the
Acalanes High School Diversity
Committee are also sponsoring this
event. To RSVP, visit
moragaikind.org.

Submit stories and story ideas to

at 6: 30 p.m. in the Orinda Library 2184.

storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Community Service

Miramonte Student Wins Lions’
Speakers Contest

Submitted by Fred George

Winning contestant, Aaron Baum, from Miramonte High

he Lamorinda Lions

Club Student Speakers
Contest was held Feb. 2 at the
Moraga Public Library. Mira-
monte High School student
Aaron Baum won this year’s
contest, speaking on the topic:
“Liberty and Justice for All —
what does it mean to you?”
Baum will go on to compete at
the Zone level contest to be
held at 7 p.m. March 9 at the
Peacock Theatre in Rossmoor.
The contest has a number of
levels, but the winner of all can
win up to $22,000 in scholar-
ship money. The Lamorinda
Lions Club has done very well
in the past with its contestants,
getting one to the finals and
two to the semi-finals. Much
of this credit belongs to the
Miramonte High  School
Speech teacher Kristen Plant
who does a wonderful job of
preparing these young people
for the contest. The public is

We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community
service organizations to submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

CAPA Fundraiser for Special Camp

Submitted by Rebecca Oczkus

Calformia Academsy of Perfoiuning Ants

Senior Ensemble

oo

Proudly Presents A Benefit Dance Performance for Camp Okizu

Tickets available at the door
$15.00 adults, $12.00 students

Cash or Check

For more information or to donate go to
www.facebook.com/gladiatorinatutu

he senior ensemble at the

California Academy of Per-
forming Arts in Moraga is hold-
ing a benefit dance show at 7:30
p-m. Feb. 26 at Bentley school.
Proceeds go to raise money for
Camp Okizu, a camp for kids
with cancer.

A featured guest will be Fin-
ley Brown, a 6-year-old CAPA
dancer who gained international
fame thanks to the kindness and
generosity of the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District, which escorted Fin-
ley to her final chemotherapy
treatment in December, and
raised money to send her and the
Brown family to Disneyland later
this year.

The benefit hopes to raise
$5,000 to send the kids and their
families to the camp. Tickets are
$15 for adults and $12 for chil-
dren. Search “Gladiator in a Tutu”
on Facebook for more informa-
tion.

School, and Fred George, chair of the contest Photo provided

invited to the March 9 event.

Senior Girl Scout Troop 30072
Helps Feed Those in Need

Submitted by
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Kim Jinnett
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Lamorinda Village Receives

Generous Donation for Orinda
Membership Subsidies

Submitted by Anne Ornelas

o start off the New Year, Lamorinda Vil-

lage received a welcome gift from the
Orinda Community Foundation — a $2,000 do-
nation.

The Foundation’s mission — “Enhancing the
Quality of Life in Orinda” — correlates with the
Village mission of supporting Lamorinda resi-
dents who wish to remain safe and independent
in their homes. From its earliest months of de-
velopment, the Village has aimed to provide
membership opportunities to all, including those
who may not be able to afford the standard
membership fees. The OCF funding will sup-
port Orinda residents who meet the criteria for
subsidies.

“We are delighted to receive this grant from
the Foundation,” said Village founder and pres-
ident Ruth McCahan. “As we approach the end
of our first year in operation, we want to be sure
that all members of our community have the op-
portunity to benefit from the connections and
services we offer.”

The Subsidized Membership Program is
confidential and offered to individuals and cou-
ples with an income less than 60 percent of the
Average Median Income of Contra Costa
County. Without the support that the Village
provides, seniors with low income or without
local family support are at risk of isolation, lack
of medical care, and other assistance.

Lamorinda Village membership is open to
residents over age 55 who are living in
Lafayette, Moraga, or Orinda. The Village is
pursuing grants for subsidized membership for
residents of all three communities, in addition
to funding to support the growing portfolio of
programs and services offered to members. In
December the Village was fortunate to receive
matching funds from two generous donors, so
that donations received in that period were dou-
bled.

For more information about membership to
the Village, visit www.lamorindavillage.org or
contact the office at (925) 253-2300.

ontinuing in their long tradition of com-

munity service, Campolindo High School
Girl Scouts from Troop 30072 in Moraga organ-
ized and packed food supplies on Jan. 31 at the
Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano for
needy individuals. Every year thousands of sen-
iors, families, children and adults need food as-
sistance and the Food Bank provides just such
a resource with help from community volun-

teers. The Girl Scouts sorted donated bread,
tossing out the moldy and the mushed, and
boxed up fresh pears to be distributed to schools
with children in need throughout Contra Costa
County. As always, the girls felt very satisfied
after helping and look forward to assisting more
in the community. Look for information about
Troop 30072 annual Spring Garage Sale com-
ing soon.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or
achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of
a local resident, or about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed,
send a photo along with your text (up to 250 words) to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and
Remembrances” in the subject line.
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‘Accused’

www.lamorindaweekly.com

International thriller opens Feb. 19 at Orinda Theatre

By Sophie Braccini

his month’s International Film
Showcase selection, “Ac-
cused,” is a well-done criminal mys-
tery, harsh, thrilling, nerve racking —
a tough film, based on a true story. It
denounces the abuse and collusion
between justice and economic inter-
est, the complacency of some magis-
trates and the difficulties to bring truth
forth once verdicts have been ren-
dered. The film from the Netherlands
is a must-see for all those interested in
the courts and in justice.
Lucia De Berk’s story began in
the Netherlands in 2001. She was a
nurse in a hospital where a baby in her
care died. First toxicology reports
showed poison in the baby's blood
that caused his death. De Berk was
accused of murder. A somewhat ar-
rogant loner, she attracted suspicion.
The prosecution scrutinized her past
and started collecting data on deaths
that had happened while she was
working. Statistical and circumstan-
tial evidence was enough to convict

her of seven murders and four at-
tempted murders. She was sentenced
to life in prison. Only a few people
believed in her and tried to fight the
judicial system for years to free her.
This case is said to have been the
most blatant miscarriage of justice in
modern Netherlands.

Kudos go to director Paula Van
der Oest. There is no lag time as the
scenario is effectively set and the au-
dience quickly senses the inescapable
trap De Berk is going to fall into, and
how she becomes prisoner of a terri-
ble grinding machine with no rewind
button. In this role Ariane Schulter,
who plays De Berk, found a way to
express human despair with class.
The rest of the cast also offer solid and
touching performances. All of them
look real —normal people from every-
day life thrown into a turmoil that
threatens to crush them all.

A part of the movie takes place in
Netherlands’ prisons, which is not a
pretty sight. The scenario does not

s
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dwell on some of the worst things that
happened to De Berk, such as the
stroke she suffered after one of her ju-
dicial setbacks or her detention in an
asylum. There are other ways the
movie is not true to the facts; the cager
young prosecutor who builds the case
against her is an invention. The film
only barely touches on the hysteria
that developed in the press and the
public against De Berk, who was
called “The Angel of Death.” The
role of public opinion in a case with
such media coverage could have been
explored when it worked against the
nurse, and then later, for her.
“Accused” is opening Feb. 19 for
aone-week United States commercial
premiere engagement at the Orinda
Theatre. It was shortlisted for an
Oscar in the Best Foreign Film cate-
gory. This is the second time that a
film directed by Van Der Oest has
represented its country at the Acad-
emy Awards. For information, visit
www.lamorindatheatre.com.

International Film Festival at Pleasant Hill March 5-13

Submitted by Riva Gambert

The East Bay International Jewish Film Festival kicks off its 21st season on Saturday, March 5 at the Century 16
Theatres in Pleasant Hill with the Best Foreign Film Oscar nominee “Labyrinth of Lies.” It will conclude with another
Oscar submission in the foreign language category, “Baba Joon,” on March 13.

“We’re delighted that our 21st year will bring many award-winning films to our community that speak to a broad

£ 925-377-0977

audience,” says chair Margaret Winter, a Contra Costa resident originally from London. “And while many of our
films embrace serious issues, festival-goers will also be able to enjoy lighter fare such as the romantic French comedy
‘Serial Bad Weddings’ and the American romance ‘5 to 7’ co-starring Glenn Close and Frank Langella.”

The closing night film “Baba Joon™ has received much press because it is Israel’s first film in the Iranian language
Farsi. Ittells a universal story of intergenerational conflict and father and son relations. Veteran actor Navid Negah-
ban, best known in the United States as mastermind Abu Nazir in Showtime’s Homeland, stars as Yitzhak, the tough
father who demands that his son Moti follow in his footsteps. The international cast is made up of almost all Iranian-

born actors.

The Festival includes films from Spain, France, Canada, Germany, Morocco, New Zealand, Poland and Israel.
Based on a true incident, the Spanish World War II thriller “Dirty Wolves” follows the heroic exploits of two women
who sabotaged a Nazi mining operation. “The Canadian drama, Remember, stars two legendary actors, Christopher
Plummer and Martin Landau. It is a must see,” adds Margaret. ““You will remember this film long after the credits

roll.”

The entire nine-day schedule can be viewed online at eastbayjewishfilm.org.
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Womens

SALE!

In Stores Now

SAVINGS
Up To

Lafayette e Moraga e Danville ¢ Montclair ¢ Orinda
Countrywood e Clayton Rd. ¢ Sonoma e Auburn
Stockton (Now at Lincoln Center)

Page: B7

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by

Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition.

Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team.
Come check us out.

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Lamorinda Music Teacher .. continued from page B1

Meyer’s service extends beyond
the classroom. From 1969 to 1975 he
served as a clarinetist in the National
Guard’s 59th Army Band. For Meyer,
joining the National Guard was no
small miracle, and was quite possibly
a lifesaver. He had been given a 1-A
classification by the Selective Service
and a week out of college he was
preparing to report for service —and a
likely tour of Vietnam. Then a friend
called with the offer to audition for the
Guard.

Shortly after joining the 59th
Army Band, Meyer took his first
teaching position in Yuba City and so
began his double life. “I’d work all
day at school, jump in the car, go up
to Sacramento. | played for the gov-
ernor, [ played for Reagan’s inaugu-
ration, I played for big time social
events for senators,” he said. “It was
just a hoot, we really had a good
time.” It wasn’t uncommon for him to
get home at 2 a.m.

Meyer devoted the same time and

energy to the CMEA starting in the
‘80s. He served two terms as a
CMEA Bay Section Band Represen-
tative and one term as president of the
regional Bay Section.

Meyer figures to be surrounded
by CMEA colleagues, as well as
friends and family, when he’s in-
ducted into the CMEA Hall of Fame
at the Feb. 12 Awards Gala. No doubt
Meyer will want to find somewhere
to celebrate afterward, so long as it
isn’t the Round Up.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIDNING

PAN DORA

dawvid Jborian

1129 BROADWAY PLAZA, WALNUT CREEK 1.800.833.2182
700 SYCAMORE VALLEY RD. W., DANVILLE 925.362.0122
110 BON AIR CENTER, GREENBRAE, 1.800.278.4494.




Page: B8

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Moraga’s Newest/Oldest Church

Living Teath Glniatian Center
155 MORAGA ROAD

“Just Look for the Cross”
www.livingtruthcc.com / 925.819.2127

Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette
284-4765, office@thelumc.org, thelumc.org

Worship and Faith Formation
Sacred Space for Lent

Sunday 10 am
Wednesday 6-7pm

Music. Meditation. Candlelight. Holy Communion.

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws
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925-283-8722

» SUNDAY Worship, 9:00 & 11:00AM, with

programs for all ages.

LOPC

» SEEDLINGS Preschool, M-F.
» LOPC: Where everyone is
welcome, nobody is perfect &

anything is possible with God.

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
LOPC.org

gi

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

mvpe

Sundays, 9 & 10:30am

10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Sunday Service and Sunday School
Informal Wednesday Meeting
Reading Room/Bookstore

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

10-11 am
7:30 - 8:30 pm
M-F11-4;Satll-2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

§t Stephen's Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

=]

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m.
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

Sam Sniulay Sclhonl &

Comanmnion Service
in the SMC Chapel

SAINT GILES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH

sigiles-moragn.ong
{923) 376-3770

traditiosal Hiturgy 1
inclisive theology

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

7 925-377-0977
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€ Not to be missed € Not to be missed ¢

“Intercepting Light: The Mind’s
Eye” at the Moraga Art Gallery. The
Moraga Art Gallery kicks off the new
year with an exhibit of eye-catching
landscapes by photographer Wenda
Pyman, whose work calls to mind such
masters as Ansel Adams and Eliot
Porter. The show, which includes paint-
ings, ceramics, jewelry, and more by
the gallery’s 15 member artists and
several guest artists, runs through
March 19.

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance invites
you to its premier photography show
at Town Hall Theatre Gallery in
Lafayette. The new show, which fea-
tures six local photographers, will run
through Feb. 20. Works include black
and white, and color photos inspired by
nature, travel and nostalgia. For more
information contact JoAnn Lieberman,
THT Curator at olabambola@sbc-
global.net.

“Two Painters” - An Exhibit featur-
ing Deborah Kirklin and Robert
Poplack at the Jennifer Perlmutter
Gallery. Husband and wife, both pro-
fessors of art and artists themselves, in
their first show together — still life and
abstract, separate in subject but joined
by a lifelong partnership. The exhibit
runs Feb. 13 through March 19, with
an opening reception from 6 to § p.m.
on Feb. 13 and an Artist Talk and Q&A
at 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 20.

Opening Feb. 14 and continuing
through April, the Saint Mary's Col-
lege Museum of Art will feature the
following exhibits: “Environmental
Impact,” William Keith, and “The Bat-
tle for Hetch Hetchy.” In addition, “In-
stagaels,” a student Instagram
exhibition, displays the best photo-
graphs the student community has to
offer, but also provokes fundamental
discussions about the identity of art,
while David Maxim's “Points of View”
explores the eternal mysteries of
metaphorical meaning and ambiguity.
The museum is open from 11 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday.
For info, wvisit www.stmarys-
ca.edu/museum.

Valley Art Gallery '""Water Works"
exhibit runs through Feb 16. Water in
all its moods and forms, from drips and
drops, rain, rivulets, streams, rivers and
oceans, has always attracted the atten-
tion of artists. For info, visit www.val-
leyartgallery.org or call (925)
935-4311.

MUSIC

Discovering Opera: Bizet’s “Car-
men,” presented by Bradford Wade,
opera lover for 35 years from 1:30 to 3
p-m. Thursday, Feb. 11 at the Lafayette
Library, Arts and Science Room. Lec-
turer Bradford Wade will give a guided
tour of Carmen, with a description of
the plot interspersed with musical ex-
amples. This lecture is given in con-
junction with Opera San Jose’s Feb.
13-28 production of “Carmen.” Mem-
bers: free; non-Members: $10.

Enjoy another musically innovative
and thrilling evening presented by the
Piano Composers group of the Contra
Costa Performing Arts Society at 7
p.m. Friday, Feb. 12 at the Lafayette
Library, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in
Lafayette. The event is co-sponsored
by Friends of the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center. Parking is easy and
there is no charge. For info, visit
WWW.CCpas.org.

Soprano Litz Plummer will sing the
greatest opera arias of all time, live at
7 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 13 at the
Rheem Theatre in Moraga. She will be
performing music from Gianni Schic-
chi, Madama Butterfly, La Boheme, Le
Nozze di Figaro by Mozart and Car-
men by Bizet, among others. Tickets
($20) are limited and recommended to
purchase online at www.lamorindathe-
atres.com.

The senior ensemble at California
Academy of Performing Arts (CAPA)
is holding a benefit dance show "Glad-
iator in a Tutu" to raise money for
Camp Okizu (a camp for kids with
cancer) from 7:30 to 8:15 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 26 at Bentley school. Tickets are
available at the door: $15 adults; $12
students.

Love jazz music, like “Cantaloupe
Island” by Herbie Hancock or “There
Will Never Be Another You” by Harry
Warren? Can’t get enough classical?
Local community members can listen
to the musical styling’s of award-win-
ning student jazz combos, a string
quartet and a “little big band” as part of
the second annual “Orchestra and
Band on the Run” event at 6 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 27 at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church in Lafayette. The
event includes dinner, an auction and
dancing afterward to music provided
by D.J. Scott Haney. Tickets are $50
and can be purchased at Brown Paper
Tickets, www.20160orchestraandban-
dontherun.brownpapertickets.com.

The Welsh-American Society of
Northern California will hold its an-
nual Gymanfa Ganu - Hymn-Singing
Festival - at Lafayette United
Methodist Church from 2 to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 28. Everyone who loves
music is invited to attend. A Te Bach
(Little Tea) will follow the singing.

THEATER

Role Players Ensemble presents
“Good People” by David Lindsay-
Abaire. Quirky, unpredictable and
grounded in a genuine humor that
comes from hitting rock bottom,
“Good People” will have you laughing
one moment and crying the next as it
explores the nature of our loyalties and
our hopes. The show through Feb. 14
— 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 2
p.m. on Sunday at Village Theatre, 233
Front Street, Danville. Tickets: $20-28;
online at
www.RolePlayersEnsemble.com; at
Danville Community Center, 420
Front St, Danville; or call (925) 314-
3400.

Tony Kushner’s Pulitzer-winning
magnum opus comes to its jaw-drop-
ping conclusion on the Town Hall The-
atre stage this February, as the entire
cast of last season’s critically-ac-
claimed “Angels In America: Millen-
nium Approaches” returns to finish
what they began, beginning work on
Part II: “Perestroika.” The show will
run from Feb. 27 through March 19.
Check online for show times and ticket
prices. For info, contact the Town Hall
Theatre Box Office at (925) 283-1557
or visit www.TownHallTheatre.com.

Solo Opera’s “The Computer Kid's
Magic Night” is a great show for the
entire family! The show runs at the
Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic
Drive, Walnut Creek at 7:30 p.m.
March 4 and 2 p.m. March 5. Seating
is reserved, group discounts are avail-
able. Tickets $25-$35. For tickets call
(925) 943-7469; or visit the Lesher
Center box office, or online at
https://lesherartscenter.showare.com/e
ventperformances.asp?evt=412. For
more info, visit www.SoloOpera.org.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Moraga Movers and the Moraga Li-
brary present “Book Talking” at 2
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10. This pro-
gram will take place in the Mosaic
Room at the Hacienda de Las Flores,
2100 Donald Drive. Joann Reid will
discuss “In the Kingdom of Ice” by
Hampton Sides. This hour-long pro-
gram will consist of a brief book re-
view, including critical viewpoints and
key components of the book as well as
time for discussion.

Lafayette author Jil Plummer will
discuss and sign her new book, "Re-
member to Remember," at 3 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 14 at Papillon cafe in
Lafayette. The book is a fictionalized
story of Brenda Oum, Papillon's
owner, who as a 5-year-old survived
the horrors of the killing fields in Cam-
bodia.

“Auschwitz: A Survivor's Tale.”
The Lafayette Library welcomes 94-
year-old Auschwitz survivor, retired
physician and lecturer Dora Sorell, au-
thor of “Tell the Children: Letters to
Miriam,” told in the form of letters to
her granddaughter about her experi-
ences during World War II and losses
during the Holocaust. This free pro-
gram will be held at the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center from 1 to 3
p-m. Saturday, Feb. 20 in the Commu-
nity Hall. Register online at
tinyurl.com/DoraSorell.

Zulu nurse and healthcare activist
Sister Abegail Ntleko, author of
“Empty Hands” and a recipient of His
Holiness, the Dalai Lama’s Unsung
Heroes of Compassion Award will be
visiting from South Africa to share her
incredible story of overcoming
poverty, racism, and sexism to earn her
education, and live a life in service to
her community by adopting dozens of
children orphaned by the HIV/AIDS
pandemic over the course of her 80
years. This free program will be held
from 7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24
at the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center in the Community Hall. Regis-
ter online at tinyurl.com/EmptyHand-
sLAF.

Berkeley Repertory Theatre Docent
Lecture of the world premiere of
Aubergine by Julia Cho at 1 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 25. This program will
take place in the Mosaic Room at the
Hacienda de Las Flores, 2100 Donald
Drive.

“Facing Life and Death: a film and
discussion” at the Orinda Library at
6:30 p.m. on Feb. 25 in the Garden
Room. Death is a subject that much of
modern western society prefers to
avoid. Following the 26-minute film
screening Dr. Peticolas will lead a
moderated discussion where partici-
pants may share stories and listen to the
stories of others. For info, wvisit
www.secretsoflifeanddeath.com. Free.
For more information, call the Orinda
Library at (925) 254-2184. (See story
page B6)

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Lafayette Library and Learning
Center presents Operation Gratitude
from 4 to 5 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 18 in
the Arts and Science room. Share the
love from Valentine's Day! Make para-
cord bracelets and write letters for our
United States Military serving abroad.
Register online at tinyurl.com/LAF-
gratitude.

Magical Zoology Collage from 4 to
6 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 20 at uBe
Art, 2507 San Pablo Ave, Berkeley.
Create Magical Creatures using maga-
zines and paper. What's more fun than
creating 'Art' while sipping wine with
friends? All materials included. Cost:
$29. For more info, visit
http://www.ube-art.com or call (415)
515-8094 or email info@ube-art.com.

Practice SAT - The American Asso-
ciation of University Women
(AAUW) Scholarship Committee has
scheduled the second test for 8:30 a.m.
check-in Feb. 20 at Campolindo High
School in Moraga. A week or so later,
parents and students return to receive
their scores and participate in an inter-
pretive discussion. Space is limited.
Registration required. Cost: $35. For
more information and to register for the
test, visit the website at Miramonte:
oml-ca.aauw.net/mhs/ or at Cam-
polindo: oml-ca.aauw.net/chs/.

Contra Costa Camp and School Fair
— fourth annual free event with
booths for camps, schools, preschool,
daycare, STEM and STEAM pro-
grams, sports, martial arts, gymnastics,
enrichment, performing arts, scouts
and family vacations from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sunday, Feb 21 at Acalanes High
School, 1200 Pleasant Hill Rd.,
Lafayette. Free admission and parking.
For info, visit www.ContraCosta-
CampFair.com.

Moraga Summer Camp Expo from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, March 5 at
the Hacienda de las Flores, 2100 Don-
ald Drive in Moraga.

The 30th session of the California
State Summer School for the Arts
seeks teen artists, writers and perform-
ers for summer 2016 (July 9 through
Aug. 5 — four weeks of embracing cre-
ativity). Applications must be com-
pleted by Feb. 29. Financial aid
available. For info, visit
CSSSA.ca.gov.

... continued on next page

Please submit
events to:
calendar@

lamorindaweekly.com
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‘Hail, Caesar!
By Derek Zemrak
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he Coen brothers are back with their latest
movie, “Hail, Caesar!” Joel and Ethan Coen

have brought audiences many great films over the
years, including but not limited to, “No Country for
Old Men,” which won four Oscars, including Best
Picture in 2008, “The Big Lebowski” in 1998,
which will be the Free Movie next month on Thurs-
day, March 10 at the Orinda Theatre and one of my
favorite films of all time, “Fargo” in 1996. This
time the brother-directing team makes fun of the
industry that made them household names. “Hail,
Caesar!” takes place in the 1950s and is centered
on a Hollywood “fixer,” Eddie Mannix (Josh
Brolin). In Hollywood at this time, the “fixer” was
the one who would make sure the gossip colum-
nists did not print any scandals that would damage

www.lamorindaweekly.com

tol Pictures’ biggest star, Baird Whitlock (George
Clooney). The Coen brothers like kidnapping sto-
rylines, as we have seen in their previous films,
“The Big Lebowski,” “Raising Arizona” and
“Fargo.” As if kidnapping is not enough to deal
with, Eddie is faced with DeeAnna Moran (Scarlett
Johansson) as the “Esther Williams™ synchronized
swimming star who is pregnant. The studio wants
her to marry the dad-to-be, Hobie Doyle (Alden
Ehrenreich), who plays a spaghetti western star.
Add to the mix, the studio’s highest paid musical
dance star, Burt Gurney (Channing Tatum), who is
also hiding a few big secrets. Sounds like a normal
day in Hollywood!

Is “Hail Caesar!” the Coen brothers’ best
movie? No, but their movie meter is far higher than
most Hollywood standards. “Hail, Caesar!” is
worth the price of admission and the 1 hour and 46
minutes TRT. It is rated PG-13.

Live Opera at the Rheem

Soprano Litz Plummer

Are you looking for something different to do at
7 p.m. in Lamorinda this Saturday, Feb. 13?
How does a live opera concert sound? The
Rheem Theatre is presenting Soprano Litz Plum-
mer as she sings the greatest opera arias of all
time, live at the Rheem. She will be performing
music from Gianni Schicchi, Madama Butterfly,
La Boheme, Le Nozze di Figaro by Mozart and
Carmen by Bizet, among others. Hari Bayani will
be Plummer’s accompanist. Come experience

925-377-0977

the actors or studio in any
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When Eddie, a family man, takes the job at
Capitol Pictures he soon finds out it is a whole new
world, as he must deal with the kidnapping of Capi-

way.

Plummer’s glorious vocal gift. Tickets are limited
and recommended to purchase online at
www.lamorindatheatres.com.

€ Not to be missed € Not to be missed ¢

OTHER

Free Tax Preparation for the 2016
tax season is available starting Febru-
ary 2016 from AARP’s Tax-Aide and
United Way’s Earn It, Keep It, Save It
(EKS) programs. All tax preparers are
trained and certified by the IRS. While
both programs serve taxpayers of any
age, Tax-Aide does not have an income
limit in whom they can serve but EKS
can only serve individuals whose in-
comes do not exceed $50,000. For gen-
eral information and site locations, call:
(925) 726-3199. For information on
EKS sites call 211 or visit www.earnit-
keepitsaveit.org.

Get Your Ashes Downtown
(Lafayette and Orinda BART sta-
tions) on Ash Wednesday from noon to
2 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10. Call Pastor
Marylee (925) 789-7794 for the sta-
tion/time most convenient for you.

The Valentine Kitties R Coming!
Take a chance on love at Community
Concern for Cats Special Valentine
Adoption Weekend, Feb. 13-14. All kit-
tens and cats are only $75, down from
the usual price of $125, at Pet Food Ex-
press in Lafayette and Pleasant Hill,
Petco in Walnut Creek. Hours are 1 to 4
p-m. except Saturday in Lafayette when
it's noon to 3 p.m. For more info, visit
www.communityconcernforcats.org.

On the Bayou/New Orleans Style
dinner and silent auction at 6 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 14 on the Saint Mary’s
College campus in Moraga. Music will
be provided by the “and that’s jazz”
band from Alameda. The price for din-
ner and entertainment is $45 per person.
For info, call (925) 254-3645.

Black History Month: freedom quilt
craft and stories from 4 to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb 16. at the Moraga Library,
1500 St. Mary’s Road. For more info,
call (925) 376-6852 or visit ccclib.org.

Celebrate Chinese New Year: Lion
Dance performed by Contra Costa
Chinese School at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 23 at the Moraga Library, 1500 St.
Mary’s Road. This free program is
open to all ages, no registration neces-
sary. For more info, call (925) 376-
6852 or visit ccclib.org.

Contra Costa Living presents Solar
Energy Seminar - Top 10 things to

know before you install solar from 4 to
6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 25 at Lafayette
Veteran's Memorial Center, 3780 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. You will learn
about the top 10 things you must know
before you invest in a solar energy sys-
tem for your home. Free. For more info,
visit https://10thingstoknowbeforey-
oubuysolar.eventbrite.com or call (925)
297-5335 or email Pete@Contra-
CostaLiving.com.

Lafayette resident, Papa John Kiefer,
will offer workshops on “How to Raise
Your Own Chickens.” Topics will in-
clude raising young chicks, laying hen
maintenance, and sustainable coop con-
struction. Workshops are free and will
be held in Lafayette from 1 to 3:30
p.m., on Sundays, Feb. 14 and 28.
Reservations are required. For info,
contact jhkiefer@comcast.net.

SENIORS

Men “of a certain age” (semi- or
fully-retired) are invited to hear a
presentation from Linus Eukel who is
the Director of the John Muir Land
Trust during the SIRs regular lunch
meeting at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10,
Holy Trinity Church, 1700 School
Street, Moraga. SIRs welcomes new
members. For details,
visitwww.branch174.sirinc2.org or call
Tyler at (925) 284-5561.

Sons In Retirement - Las Trampas
Branch 116 welcomes guests to social-
ize at its monthly luncheon beginning
at 11 a.m. Monday, Feb. 15 at the Wal-
nut Creek Elks Lodge, 1475 Creekside
Drive. The speaker will be SIR Joel
White, physician, who will explore the
concept of shared-decision making in
medicine in his presentation entitled,
“What you need to know and do unless
you are certain you will live forever.”
The presentation will help attendees
create better options and make choices
that can comfort and enhance our ex-
perience even to the end, providing not
only a good life but also a good end.
Please call (925) 322-1160 to make
lunch reservations. Cost for lunch: $15.

Ready to give your brain a boost?
Join author of “Strengthen Your
Mind,” Kristin Einberger, for a work-
shop on the benefits of stimulating your
brain and ways to strengthen your mind
on Friday, Feb. 19 in Lafayette. You’ll
be engaged in brain games and activi-
ties that will stimulate your mind,

memories and senses. Workshop is
open only to individuals with Mild
Cognitive Impairment (MCI), early
stage Alzheimer’s disease or a related
dementia, and their care partners. Cost:
$15 per participant. Pre-screening is re-
quired. Exact time and location will be
provided upon complete registration.
For more information or to register,
please contact Lan Trinh at 1-800-272-
3900 or ltrinh@alz.org.

Mindful Aging at the Moraga Li-
brary: Aging in Place and Universal
Design at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 20.
Robineve Cole, Certified Aging in
Place Specialist (CAPS) will share how
to remodel and prepare homes so they
can be beautiful and practical as we
age, as well as for family members of
all sizes and abilities. Learn how to
make changes big and small, on your
own or with the assistance of a designer
or builder, using Universal Design con-
cepts.

The Moraga Garden Club meeting
will be held at the Holy Trinity
Church, 1700 School Street, Moraga,
at 9:30 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 18. The
speaker will be Linda Mizes, who will
be giving a presentation entitled, "Habi-
tat, It's for the Birds, the Bees and It's
for Us." Interested parties are welcome
for the 9:30 a.m. social time, market-
place table and meeting at 10 a.m.

Montelindo Garden Club meeting
will be at 9 a.m. on Friday, Feb. 19 at
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 66 St.
Stephens Drive, Orinda. Visitors wel-
come. Presentation: “Incorporating
Succulents Into Everyday Garden” by
Rebecca Sweet, owner of the garden
design company Harmony in the Gar-
den, author, and speaker.

Registration for the Sunday, May 1
Bringing Back the Natives Garden
Tour is now open! This year’s tour will
fill; register now to reserve your place.
Avariety of bird- and butterfly-friendly,
pesticide-free, water conserving, low
maintenance gardens that contain 60
percent or more native plants will be
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday,
May 1 at various locations throughout
Alameda and Contra Costa counties.
More than 40 garden talks will be
scheduled throughout the day. For info,
visit  http://www.bringingbackthen-
atives.net/registration-p1.
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Join LOPC for Ash Wednesday Service
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The season of Lent begins

Postor Jaime Polson will deliver o sermon,
“Give Ma Eyes to 5es,” taken from lsaigh 58:5-12

All are walcome and ancouraged o attend]
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Service Clubs
Announcements

Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

Rotary

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa,
3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette.

For more info, please email us at
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

priny
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1; LAMGRINGA SUNRISE
4 Rotary

Friendy, Far, Seevdor Al Kol

February 12: February 19:

A visiting New Zealand f| [Ron Olwin, St. Mary's professor
of Astronomy/Astro Physics,

back by popular demand

Rotary couple describe
life on a "small" stage

New Zealand Wine Exploration, exquisite hors d'oeuvres, $50 Sunday
March 6, 4 PM, Lafayette Library...to benefit Families Without Borders

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd,, Lafayette.

February 18: February 25:
John Coleman from East  Peter Brooks will talk about
Bay MUD will be speaking the White Pony Express
about the drought situation.
We are dark on Febrary 11.

www. rotarylafayette.org
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Building

By Susie Iventosch
Foundations

My sister has been making
posole for years, but it never
occurred to me to try it until I encoun-
tered a shelf in the grocery store
boasting both blue and white bags of
posole. I pondered over which way
to go, and decided that since it was
going to be a preliminary attempt,
would go for the white variety. What

i e Lifting
* Leveling

» Stabilizing

™

Eﬂ:flf

UNDERPINNIN

RENERAL COATRACTOR LIE. A6MEE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

BEHERAL CO
LIC. 46

Safe, reliable and affordable home care
from professionals who truly care!

- Care Indeed is owned by nurses, experts in senior care,

with extensive caregiving experience

« Our caregivers not only meet Care Indeed’s standards, they -
meet your standards. If there's ever an issue, you can notify

us immediately and we'll do something about it right away. -
« Call us. We can send a caregiver within hours of your call. q
We offer 24/7 phone support.

+ We price-match! No contract or deposit is required. Fi

“Our employees are our most important asset.
We've chosen to invest in a training program
to ensurethat they have the skills and
knowledge to provide high-quality care.”

i - Vanessa Valerio, VP & COO, Patient Care
d C (925) 317-3080 /
m I are www.Carelndeed.com

N d eedm 2121 N. California Blvd., Ste.290

Walnut Creek, CA 94596 5

YOUR 24/7 HOME ~ CARE SPECIALIST

= Comfortable, Convenient Family
and Cosmetic Dentistry

= Certified in Full Mouth
Reconstruction

* Preferred Provider for Invisalign

= Always accepting new patients

of any age
like us on j

r
Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga
925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive
moragadental.com

I mention this ad to
receive $40 off onyl

I dental treatment |

(IR /DA  CDA + CCDS + AACD

FAt the UC Eye Center
seeing is ‘believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:

* Pediatric Vision Care ° Eye Examinations
* LASIK Surgery ° Geriatric Vision Care ¢ Contact Lenses
s Eyewear Center ° Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

U

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020 O Free Parking with Appointments

7 925-377-0977
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Hearty Soup made with Perfect Hominy

Chicken Posole (also Pozole)

is posole anyway? Basically, it is
hominy, but sometimes the word
posole, which is actually the name of
a Mexican soup, is also used for the
hominy itself. So, what is hominy? It
is corn kernels that have undergone a
process called nixtamalization, which
is a soaking in an alkaline solution,
usually a mineral lime bath. This
process loosens the hulls and softens
the kernel, allowing the kernels to
nearly double in size. But, remember,
when you buy dried hominy, the ker-
nels are very, very hard, so don’t try
biting into them ... yet!

Now, keeping in mind that my
sister uses canned hominy in her
posole, I began to wonder if perhaps
I was a little crazy, because the

INGREDIENTS

Hominy
6 ounces dried hominy (posole)
4 cups water (approximately)
4 cups chicken broth
(approximately)
Y% Ortega chili (use the other
half in soup)
% Poblano pepper (use the
other half in the rest of the soup)

Chicken
4 boneless, skinless chicken
breasts
1 teaspoon smoked paprika
1 teaspoon dried oregano
2 teaspoons ground cumin
1 garlic clove, crushed
Y red onion, chopped
1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and
thinly sliced
Y cup dry white wine

Soup
3 tablespoons olive oil
% red onion, chopped (chop
the whole onion and save half
for the chicken)
2 garlic cloves, minced

Photo Susie Iventosch

process takes a lot more time than
opening a can. First, you rinse the ker-
nels, and then you soak them in water
overnight, before boiling them in
salted water or broth for a couple of
hours to get them to the desired, al
dente texture. All of this is before you
begin any of the other soup fixings.
After making, eating and enjoying
this posole very much, I would say
that the time spent was well worth it.
The texture of the hominy is delight-
ful and so flavorful, too. This is a de-
licious and very hearty soup, one that,
along with a salad, makes a fine meal.
Also, you can prepare the hominy and
chicken a day or two ahead of time
and refrigerate them until you are
ready to make the soup.

Susie Iventosch is the author of
Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels,
which can be found at Across
the Way in Moraga,
www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found on
our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977.

% Ortega chili, chopped (the other half'is cooked with the hominy)
% Poblano pepper, chopped (the other half is cooked with the

hominy)

3 tomatoes, chopped

2 teaspoons ground cumin
2 teaspoons oregano

1 14-ounce can pinto beans, drained
1 28-ounce can diced tomatoes in juices

2 cups chicken broth
Salt and pepper, to taste

Garnishes
Lime slices or wedges
Radishes, thinly sliced
Avocado, sliced
Cilantro leaves
Sharp cheddar, grated

DIRECTIONS
Hominy

Rinse hominy in a colander and place in a glass or plastic bowl.
Cover with water, and allow to sit overnight. In the morning, drain the
water from the hominy and place it in a pot with a tight-fitting lid.
Add about 4 cups of chicken broth and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to
medium, but continue to cook at a low boil for approximately two
hours, or until hominy kernels have blossomed in size and have an al
dente texture. Set aside. (Can make a day or more ahead of time.)

Chicken

Preheat oven to 350F. Spray a baking dish, and place chicken breasts in
bottom of dish. Sprinkle oregano, paprika and cumin on chicken breasts
and rub into the meat. Mince garlic over chicken and scatter chopped
onions and sliced jalapeno on and around chicken. Pour white wine
over the chicken and cover the dish tightly with foil. Bake for
approximately 45 minutes, or until chicken is cooked through. Remove
from oven, reserve onions, peppers and juices, but place chicken on a
cutting board and shred (or pull) with two forks. Place shredded
chicken back into juices and cool to room temperature. Refrigerate until
ready to use. (Can also make a day or two ahead of time.)

Soup

In a large soup pot, sauté onion and garlic in olive oil until
translucent. Add spices and the reserved chopped Ortega and Poblano
peppers and continue to cook for another few minutes. Stir in
chopped fresh tomatoes. When heated, add canned tomatoes and all
of the juices, drained pinto beans, reserved cooked hominy and 2 cups
of chicken broth. Bring to a rolling boil, reduce heat, and simmer for
another 20 to 30 minutes. Add chicken about five or 10 minutes
before ready to serve, and cook until chicken is heated through.

Serve in bowls and garnish with grated cheddar, sliced radishes,
sliced avocado and cilantro leaves. Pass lime wedges for each person

to squeeze over their soup.
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Mats Hunt for DFAL Title, Cougars and
Dons in NCS Mix

By Karl Buscheck

ik ; e
Eddy lonescu (4) and Madison Young (24)

Miramonte dished out some re-
venge against Campolindo on
Feb. 2, claiming round two of the ri-
valry matchup 60-48. The victory also
positioned the Mats to make a play for
the DFAL boys basketball crown.
After beating their neighbors in
Orinda, the Mats topped Alhambra
65-49 at home on Feb. 5 and have
now reeled off four consecutive wins.
“I think that we're taking some
strides towards being the best team

Andrew McKendell (5) and Trevin Kroichick

Photos Gint Federas
that we can and I think that we've got-
ten stronger as the season's pro-
gressed,” head coach Drew
McDonald said, as his Mats sit in sec-
ond place (7-2 in league and 17-6
overall). “We still have a chance to
win the league and once that's over
we'll start thinking about postseason.”

If Miramonte does manage to
catch the front-runners, Dougherty
Valley (8-1), the lion's share of the
credit will go to senior Eddy Ionescu.

“Quite frankly, I think that Eddy
Ionescu has been the best player in the
league,” McDonald declared. “Offen-
sively he's been the dominant player
—scoring in the mid-20s game in and
game out.”

It hasn't just been a one-man
show, as the Mats have called upon a
deep supporting cast.

“It's really been a team effort be-
cause the rest of the guys compete as
a group,” McDonald said. “I could
name individuals but I would be list-
ing six to eight after Eddy.”

The Mats have just two league
games left — including a crucial tilt
against Dougherty Valley on Feb. 11.
But in the stacked DFAL, the team
can't afford to look ahead to the NCS
Division III playoffs.

“The league season has been
competitive and it's a challenge to win

game in and game out, regardless of

the opponent,” McDonald said. “It's
very difficult to win consistently in
our league.”

Kearey Smith, the head coach of

the fourth-place Cougars, echoed Mc-
Donald's sentiment.

“T'll be honest with you, this year
[in] DFAL, the parity is pretty amaz-
ing,” Smith said.

Campo's record stands at 4-5 in
league (11-12 overall), but it would be
even better if not for a couple of Jan-
uary losses to Dougherty Valley and
third-place Dublin by a combined
eight points. As the Cougars close out
the DFAL slate, Smith has a simple
message for his players: “effort and
consistency.”

“That's the consistent thing that I
say each and every practice — each
and every game,” Smith explained.

Like the Mats, the Cougars have
benefited from having a talented
corps of role players, but the team has
also leaned heavily on a trio of senior
stars. ... continued on page C3
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Follow us on
Twitter@LamorindaSports

Youth Sports Reglsirahon

Lamorinda Lacrosse

Registration is open for the boys U9 division.
Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com for
more information and details.

Contact Jin Peavey at lamorindalaxops@gmail.com
if you have any questions.

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

STROKE CLINICS, APRIL SWIM CONDITIONING,
AND SUMMER SWIM TEAM

Visit www.Imyaswim.com for more details!

____#--'hq
LIMYAswim

» Sunday Stroke Clinics — begin March 6 (stroke specific sessions)
» April Swim Conditioning - begins April 12 (get in swim shapel)
» Summer Swim Team - begins May 3 (early registration discounts)

PARENT INFORMATIONAL MEETING — WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16 @ 6:30PM
(AcALANES HIGH ScHOOL CAFETERIA) OPEN TO ALL!!
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E é;’l | Panasonic
Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002

Free-In-Home Estimates

925-631-0680

more

teamwork

Whether you're a weekend warrior
or a professional athlete, you deserve
excellent care. Our talented team of
sports medicine physicians,
orthopedic surgeons, and physical
therapists can help you stay on top
of your game¥*

To learn more, visit kp.org/diablo.

*By referral only.

8% KAISER PERMANENTE.
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OAKLAND

510-428-3558
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UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospital

SAN RAMON
925-979-3450

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

SPORTS MEDICINE
CENTER FOR
YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430
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Acalanes Girls Continue Hunt for Elusive NCS Title

By Emily Dugdale

Callie Ericksen (19) moved from offense to defense this winter because of injuries. “She’s a true
two-way player," according to coach Evan Sassano.

€€ ou have a target on your

back,” head coach Evan
Sassano told his huddled players be-
fore last Wednesday’s soccer match
against Las Lomas.

The Lady Dons (8-2-2) are hav-
ing another strong season. However,
they hit a rough patch last week. On
Wednesday, the Lady Dons were
felled 3-1 by Las Lomas — their first
regular-season loss in two years —and
then suffered another loss Friday
night to Dublin 2-1.

“On both ends it was sloppy,”
Sassano said after the Las Lomas
match. “We’re a lot better on the at-
tack than we showed tonight.”

Despite the heart-wrenching
losses, Acalanes still finds them-
selves near the top of the DFAL
standings. The team must win their
final two league matches to have a
chance at a winning consecutive
league titles. It’s a tall order, but Sas-
sano isn’t fazed.

“When I first started coaching at
Acalanes, it was definitely a rebuild-
ing time,” Sassano said. “Last season
and this season we definitely turned
things around and were able to set
clear goals for ourselves,” he said.

Deep in his third year coaching
the Lady Dons, Sassano has seen his
fair share of ups and downs. He cred-
its a team culture of constant im-
provement, “getting serious,” and a
strong senior class that mentored
younger players as key components
to the team’s winning efforts this
year.

Their success is also noteworthy
for the way they have shouldered a
handful of key losses. Top defender
Lexi Silva was out most of the season
due to an ankle injury sustained in
their first game, leaving team captain
and senior midfielder Regan Mc-
Quain the lone senior starter for the
early season play.

Kyle McQuain — Regan’s twin
sister — later stepped up from the re-
serves as a fill-in for starting goalie
Sophia Giordano, who broke her
hand during an early season match
against Dublin. She’s turned out to be
a key component in the team’s win-
ning record, boasting 41 season
saves. (Sassano expects both Silva
and Giordano back for NCS.)

“She’s playing great,” Sassano
said of his newest goalie. “She’s
saved balls that could have easily

Photos Gint Federas

been goals in every single game.”

But injuries were not the only ob-
stacles to Acalanes’ lineup. A handful
of seasoned Lamorinda Soccer Club
(LMSC) players from all three local
high schools decided to forgo the
high school soccer season this year,
leaving key positions vacant. Sassano
counted five of his best players from
Acalanes alone.

Instead of falling apart at a di-
minishing lineup, Sassano’s team
took a different approach — treating
the change as a chance to start some-
thing new. “Let’s do something that’s
never been done here before,” are
words frequently heard on the
Acalanes pitch.

The Lady Dons don’t rely on a
single player to score — their lineup is
impressively deep. In their first game
of the season, a 4-1 win over College
Park, each of the team’s goals was
scored and assisted by a different girl.

“Players believe in trying to start
something here,” Sassano said.

On a team where underclassmen
are also encouraged to stand out and
step up, Acalanes witnessed some in-
credible talent rise through their
ranks this season. “Sasha Sadoff and

Keirra Krawec in particular are two
younger players who have already
had a strong impact,” Sassano said.
Sadoff, a freshman, currently leads
the Lady Dons in goals (8), despite
often appearing as a super-sub.

Seniors McQuain, Silva and Cal-
lie Ericksen have been especially in-
strumental in “taking players under
their wings,” Sassano said.

“That’s a culture we try to bring
out — allowing the younger players to
be a big part of the team,” Sassano
said.

It’s also a group with years of
joint playing time. Several key mem-
bers of the team — including Mc-
Quain, Ericksen, and Sadoff — have
spent time together with LMSC,
though Sassano pointed out this co-
incidence isn’t necessarily a calcu-
lated part of their success.

“They have good chemistry to-
gether,” Sassano agreed. “But one
of the things we try and get the
point across is when you’re playing
high school you have to keep your-
self open to new relationships and
be willing to work with players
you’ve never played with before.”

With just a handful of games

Regan McQuain and twin sister Kyle have played big roles in the Lady Dons’ success this winter.

left in the regular season, the team
is moving onward from their recent
losses to Las Lomas and Dublin.

“Every player on the field
needs to come out with a leading
mentality,” Ericksen said. “We
need to come back strong from
this.”

Despite the recent speed
bumps, the Lady Dons remain
strong contenders for the NCS title,
a prize that has eluded Acalanes for
years. Local rivals Miramonte (5-5-
4) and Campolindo (6-9-3) have
won eight championships in the last
15 years, with the Mats taking
home the most recent title. This
year, however, both have middling
records.

Last year, the Lady Dons won
the DFAL title on the back of a per-
fect regular season, but ultimately
lost to the Mats in sudden death in
the NCS semifinals.

“We’ve shown that we can
compete with everyone and this is
definitely a good year for us,” Sas-
sano said. “We’re taking it one
game at a time, trying to get better,
and hopefully we’ll continue to im-
prove the way that we are playing.”
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
% Tors53239706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Math Tutor

$35/hr. All levels of Math,
elementary thru Calculus. SAT & ACT.
Call Seymour (510) 823-2314,
shanan1937@yahoo.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Help Wanted

Teacher Assistant Position
1 hr/week at Camino Pablo Elem.
Call 925-353-1704.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
- ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

- WINDOWS TUTORING iz

- HARDWARE UPGRADES #
- NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height Email to: classified@

lamorindaweekly.com

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Rototilling

Sl
‘m « 4 W/D Tractors
i « Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Ken's Rototilling

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeling * Home Repair

~a Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured

B Licssos77s  925-825-5201

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983
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Miramonte Baseball Gives Back

Through Partnership With
Grateful Gatherings

By Emily Dugdale

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Miramonte baseball players spent a Saturday helping a family in need.

hen Jocelyn walked into her new two-

bedroom apartment last Saturday af-
ternoon, she was speechless. Her kitchen was
fully stocked. Bunk beds were already set up for
her young daughters. There was even laundry
detergent, curtains on the windows, and fresh
towels — all thanks to a partnership between a
local nonprofit and the Miramonte baseball
team.

Grateful Gatherings, an Oakland-based or-
ganization that provides donated goods to peo-
ple transitioning out of homelessness, received
help from the Mats players and their families
last weekend in collecting furniture and setting
up a new apartment for Jocelyn (who asked that
her last name not be used) and her young family,
who were transitioning out of a local shelter.

“I'm still in that phase where I'm full of
joy,” Jocelyn said a few days after the big move.
“After six months in the shelter, it’s like taking
that final breath and saying ‘this is what I’ve
been waiting for.””

Grateful Gatherings was notified by Shelter
Inc. that Jocelyn’s family needed help gathering
household items for their new apartment. The
family — Jocelyn, her husband, Rigo, and three
young daughters - entered Shelter Inc.’s Emer-
gency Family Shelter in Martinez last July,
when they lost their affordable housing last year
due to a family medical crisis.

Rigo recently received a small salary in-
crease in his position as a janitor at Diablo Val-
ley Community College, and Jocelyn’s family
was eligible to move into Shelter’s transitional
apartments in Antioch.

Partnering with Grateful Gatherings, the
Mats sprung into action by sending out a list of
household needs a few weeks before the fam-
ily’s move-in date.

“The baseball team worked really hard this
weekend,” Chris Flitter, Grateful Gatherings’
co-founder, said of the Mats. She detailed how
the team picked up donated furniture on last Fri-
day, and was up again for Saturday’s move-in
to vacuum rugs, set up furniture, and meet and

Photo provided

greet the family as they tearfully entered their
new home.

Sterling Kasslea, a 16-year-old sophomore
second baseman on the Mats, described taking
breaks during the day to play football and meet
some of the neighborhood kids. “They were so
energetic and they never stopped talking or
moving around.”

Kassela especially loved the family’s over-
joyed reaction to their new apartment, and
hopes to return. “Grateful Gathering is a great
idea and I was lucky to be able to help out,” he
said. “We were all sad when we had to go. [ re-
ally hope we get to go back soon.”

According to Miramonte parent Anna
Tague, the service project was the first for the
baseball team in recent years, and she hopes it
will become a trend.

She also underscored the wider point that
socioeconomic divisions in the area can make
meetings like that witnessed on Saturday a rar-
ity. “I really liked the crossover between boys
of all grades as well as adults from families that
otherwise would not have a chance to meet,”
she said. “I haven’t stopped thinking about it
since Saturday.”

“It’s a model for children to see that it
doesn’t matter what society you’re from, you
can still come together,” Jocelyn said.

Jocelyn’s story is all too common in the Bay
Area, Flitter explained.

“It’s important to get local groups involved
because sadly, there is a steady stream of people
moving out of shelters with no personal belong-
ings, a foster child aging of the system, [or] a
family faced with an unbearable tragedy that
they cannot work,” she said.

Inspired by their weekend of service, the
Mats are actively looking for more local vol-
unteer opportunities. “I think that this work
is a great way to get a community together
as well as help a family in need,” Kassela
said. “I believe our team will get involved
with more service activities, and I really hope
we do.

£ 925-377-0977
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Super Bowl 50 A Homecoming

Ken Dorsey, the former All-American quar-
terback for Miramonte, who led the Mats
to consecutive NCS Championship games in
1997 and 1998, was at Super Bowl 50 in a pro-
fessional capacity on Sunday. The Orinda na-
tive, who became famous for his 38-2 run as a

for Miramonte Legend Dorsey

L
Ken Dorsey, left, poses with Moraga resident and 49ers’ beat reporter Matt Maiocco.

Photo Tod Fierner
starter at the University of Miami (Fla.) and
winning the NCAA national championship,
now works as the quarterbacks coach for the
Carolina Panthers — the 2015-2016 NFC Cham-
pions. The Panthers lost to the Denver Broncos
24-10. - S. Silva

Bantam Bears Capture Unlikely
Overtime Victory

Submitted by Jennifer Koziel

-
Nolan Koziel, second from right

he Oakland Bears Bantam division
ice hockey team won the Lake Tahoe
Tournament over Martin Luther King Jr.
weekend, despite having half as many
players as a typical team. They sealed the
championship by coming back from a 0-3

Photo Andrew Sohn

deficit, beating a team from San Diego 6-
5 in the last two seconds of overtime. The
Bears include players from Oakland and
East Bay communities. Nolan Koziel is a
freshman at Campolindo High School.

Hunt fOI‘ DFAL Title ... continued from page C1

“Austin Clarke is primarily our number one
scorer and he's a guy that can really get things
going,” Smith said. “And when we have a bal-
anced scoring attack, it usually follows up with
both Will Hicks and Sterling Strothers. When
those three guys are filling it up, it's pretty tough
for teams to compete against us.”

Acalanes will be competing with Campo on
Feb. 11 when they travel to Moraga to clash
with the Cougars. As Dons head coach Dave
Goldman explained, the team will be looking to
put to rest an unfortunate streak.

Goldman admitted that Acalanes rarely
beats Campolindo. “To my knowledge, neither
the football nor basketball team has won a game
in over six years.”

Goldman pointed to his team's encouraging
showing in their 63-51 loss to Campo on Jan.
21 as a reason for optimism.

“We played them last time very close,”
Goldman said. ““So, we hope we can pull off an
upset at their gym.”

Edging the Cougars will be a necessity for
the Dons if the team is going to accomplish the
first of its two remaining goals.

“We'd like to be a .500 team,” Goldman
said. “We'd have to win out the last four games
to do that.”

The second objective for the sixth-place
Dons (2-6 in DFAL and 9-13 overall) is to sneak
into the NCS Division II postseason bracket.

“We are actually 2-2 against Division II
schools, which does qualify us potentially for
the playoffs,” Goldman said. “So, we've really
just been focused in practice on getting better
every day and raising the level of intensity to a
game level so that the boys are improving at that
game speed.”

Submit stories to
sportsdesk@
lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size:
200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)

Cal Magic U11 Girls Runners Up

Submitted by Jon Zuber

he Cal Magic U11 East Girls team was
the runner-up in the State Cup Red Di-
vision Seeds 1-8. The team battled through
eight tough games in the State Cup Tourna-
ment before dropping the final to Mustangs.

Photo provided

The girls’ fast-paced, possession-style soccer
was on display throughout tournament. Their
hustle and determination was seen and ad-
mired by all teams.

Santa Maria 3rd Grade CYO Team
Wins Diocese Championship

Submitted by Stephanie Barmmer
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From left: Jessica Smith, Julia Q, Franny G, Sophie C, Katie B, Jocelyn G, Jossie S, Ava O, Charlie

S, Kimya K, Maren T, Brian Chinn

Santa Maria’s third grade CYO War-
riors finished an undefeated (12-0)
season by winning the Diocese Champi-

Photo provided

onship, beating a tough Christ the King
basketball team. Coaches Brian Chinn and
Jessica Smith led the team effort courtside.
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Love Latayette

Lafayette Auto Body Inc. VK aulou's EASTFRAME

EXPERT PICTURE FRAMING

Save Gas 1020 BROWN AVENUE

LAFAYETTE CA 94549
Save Money (925) 283-7620

S ave Tl me OPEN MONDAY 10-5 and TUESDAY-SATURDAY 10-6

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421 Shop your local McCaulou’s 15% OFF WITH THIS AD

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Piano Studio
K,egs to suceess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional inst * MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-283-7601
Cell: 925-323-8969
1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Gifts, Hand Craft Futon, Solid Hardwood
Frame, Tatami Platforms & Mats, Custom

Comforter Covers, Shoji Screen & Laterns

Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm ~ 925-299-0882

961-A Moraga Rd. Lafayette « sugi-store.com

e Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast e

Residential . .
- Custom Homes - 5 z
c [e]
Il e :
BUILDERS, Inc. o - g
s - Additions - H5AM - 2:30 PM
gl Seven Days a Week ¥
Lafayette ners: ] 1018 Oak Hill Road s
(925) 283-3128 Jeff Wendt @ Lafayette >
(510) 283-2397
www.KandWhbuilders.com » Breakfast ¢ Lunch e« Breakfast ¢ Lunch e Breakfast ¢
CL# 9308391

® The Yarn Boutigue
U IR [ P P roavs ewenen 7

1946
. ince _
« Lots and lots of fabulous yarn Beautiful S E in all Fi 1, ds
« Friendly, personal service | “pert m;z).your dl;w]?we e
. L ' : Y iamond Setting
Sensible prices n o ER li S .I g Jewelry Repair

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet. WWW.blOdgettS.C0m Custom Deszgn and Manuﬁ Cturlng

Lic. # 177588 (925) 283—2137

025-283.7377 3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette ISPIIRR] | 2008 Happy Yalley Road - Lafayerte D. Tran

LaFiesta Square,
www.yarnboutique.us - 963-CMoraga Rd. -

Draperies First Months Rent FREE _:,3
( Any Size Unit!

Carpet “;M F\¢ Central (;5'/LAFAYETTE
Blinds & Shades % =
Teo| W Self-Storage’| .. PrYSICALTHERAPY:
Upholstery Susan Cowell Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Wallpapers : A "

925-283-2252 + Access Hours 7a.m. 1o 7 p.m.  » State of the Art Video Surveillance Compﬁmenfmy Consultation
Hours: 3506H M. Diablo Bivd * Complete Moving & Packing Supplies * All Doors Alarmed -
Mon-Fri 10:00-5:00 (Nt o McCoots tathe * Major Credit Cards Accepted ~ « Individualized Elevator Access 3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
Sat. by Appoinyment | courtyard behind Peets Coffee.) * Please call for details + Deliveries Accepted 925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Ages 4-16 o Lafayette Reservoir Site
Home Pick Up Avdilable in Lafayette

Come;Visit Camp!
N www.roughingit; com/vmt

" . ™ Y

- o g

.-_*-"_“*\-_" & -

Adult Workshops & Classes,
Kids Classes, Camps, Parties

+ Sewing Machines + Girl Scouts + Birthdays

-V 3534 Golden Gate Way 283-7396 www.scmmw.com:

Watch for Shop Orinda February 24t

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for February

By Cynthia Brian

t is Nature that causes all movement.

“«“

Fuchsia colored cyclamen mixed with sky blue pansies adds cheer to a

window box. Pansy flowers are edible, too.

— Veda Vyasa, The Bhagavadgita

L/

- -

Photos Cynthia Brian

e creeks are rushing, hillsides are saturated, lawns are green, and rain is in

z the forecast for the month. Our H20 dances and prayers resulted in an El

Nino winter, much to our delight. People with swimming pools find them-

selves draining the overflows. If only we as individuals could save all this extra water!

I no longer have buckets in my shower nor am I dumping dishwashing water in my

potted plants. We are not wasting water in our household, but there is no need to

collect every droplet as there was this past autumn as I have nowhere to toss the ex-

cess. In fact, I am diligent about making sure my outside container plants are not
drowning. What a difference a month makes!

Narcissus, bergenia and daffodils are already spreading their sweet joy in our
slumbering gardens. The cold of this winter will help trigger flower formation in
peonies. If you are lucky enough to have a home in the snow country, peonies ben-
efit from a thick blanket of snow. Camellias are blooming and rhododendrons are
budding. Loquat and pear trees boast blossoms. Begonias, pansies and cyclamen
add color and texture to our beds. Nature is on the move and we are the benefici-
aries. ... continued on page D12

A field of narcissi sweeten the air with their fragrance.



COLDAWELL
BANKER [

VLATKA BATHGATE

!I:H._I_'"-I_I_‘.-'.-'f?.lil_l'.l.L
IF | HAD A BUYER FORYOUR

HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?

Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

(T uned[). L e
FOR SALE FOR SALE

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda 155 Camino Pablo, Orinda
. . : '._-: % s ks .

*-*

5. i e
Breathtaking Mediterranean
Style Estate! huge flat lot!

Offered at $3,195,000 Offered at $1,557,000

COMING SOON SALE PENDING

155 Erselia Trl,Alamo 56 Bates Blvd, Orinda

’
=2 7

Gardener's Paradise! Spectacular Views!

Asking price $1,389,000

Price upon Request

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

'HOME SALES

[ presented by

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 9 $665,000 $1,620,000
MORAGA 2 $800,000 $1,050,000
ORINDA 4 $846,000 $1,415,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and i provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

1703 Chapparal Lane, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 5301 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 1-8-16;
Previous Sale: $242,500, 05-24-88

1000 Hawthorne Drive, $1,285,000, 4 Bdrms, 1655 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 1-6-16;
Previous Sale: $937,500, 09-29-15

843 Las Trampas Road, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2637 SqFt, 2007 YrBlt, 12-24-15

33 Pidgeon Court, $858,000, 2 Bdrms, 1248 SqFt, 1941 YrBIt, 12-29-15;
Previous Sale: $800,000, 03-07-07

950 Raintree Place, $2,100,000, 7 Bdrms, 4237 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 1-8-16;
Previous Sale: $485,000, 10-23-86

1820 Reliez Valley Road, $1,435,000, 4 Bdrms, 2242 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 12-29-15;
Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 08-25-04

1154 Robles Court, $665,000, 3 Bdrms, 1639 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 12-29-15;
Previous Sale: $974,000, 04-20-05

1274 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,442,000, 4 Bdrms, 3813 SqFt, 1999 YiBIt, 12-30-15;
Previous Sale: $1,075,000, 03-26-02

1001 Woodbury Road #201, $1,498,000, 12-29-15

MORAGA

76 Corliss Drive, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2030 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 12-29-15

1172 Larch Avenue, $800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2358 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 12-28-15;
Previous Sale: $56,000, 04-16-73

ORINDA

35 Ardor Drive, $1,620,000, 4 Bdrms, 2551 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 1-8-16;
Previous Sale: $1,470,000, 06-13-06

221 La Espiral, $1,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2087 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 12-24-15;
Previous Sale: $750,000, 01-14-11

36 Las Vegas Road, $846,000, 3 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 12-24-15;
Previous Sale: $835,000, 09-29-06

3 South Trail, $1,114,000, 3 Bdrms, 1685 SqFt, 1925 YrBlt, 1-6-16;
Previous Sale: $320,000, 06-26-12



JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

BEN MILLER

925.558.5744

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

TERESA ZOCCHII

925.360.8662

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

ANGIE GUERRA CULUM

925.209.5999

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441
RANDY 925.787.4622

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.
B B L

SERETA CHURCHILL

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS 2015 DISTINGUISHED REALTOR OF THE YEAR

This prestigious honor, the highest CAR bestows, has been awarded to our own Sereta Churchill, one of the
most accomplished Realtors® in the state of California! Dudum Real Estate Group applauds Sereta’s amazing efforts,
and we are proud and delighted she is a member of our team. Congratulations Sereta and the Churchill Team!

3921 N. PEARDALE, LAFAYETTE CALL AGENT 1937 ASPENRIDGE COURT, WALNUT CREEK $995,000

EN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617 BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617

1867 HOLLAND DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK $478,000 2730 OAK ROAD, UNIT 55, WALNUT CREEK

$375,000
s

« il “MMF -

1] —

-
—

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105 SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441 / 925.454.4622

WWW.DUDUM.COM

LAFAYETTE

999 OAK HILL RD., #100

WALNUT CREEK

1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100

DUDUM

REAL ESTATE GROUP LAFAYETTE, CA 94549

0:925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411

WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001
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CALBRE #01882902
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Taylor Morrison Returns to Walnut Creek with

Collection of Townhomes

Submitted by Sarah Andrews

Taylor Morrison s new Silver Trail community in Walnut Creek is now open for sales. Offering a brand new collection of two-story townhomes, Silver Trail homes range

in size from 1,474 — 1,724 square feet. Pricing starts from the high $700,000s.
Z ontinuing the momentum from the success of its 3rd & Main community,

Taylor Morrison has returned to Walnut Creek with Silver Trail, a unique

community of just 13 two-story finished townhomes located right in the
heart of downtown. With sales starting in mid-January, the community has achieved
great success selling five homes within the first two weeks.

“We couldn’t be more excited to be back in Walnut Creek,” said Pierrette Tier-
ney, president of Taylor Morrison’s Bay Area division. “Silver Trail offers homebuyers
many of the benefits of Bay Area living and the location is ideal — it’s within walking
distance to local shopping and dining, part of a desirable school district and close
to public transportation.”

Located a mile and a half from the nearest Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) sta-
tion, this collection of townhomes is built with an appreciation for design and func-
tion. Each home features three bedrooms and two-and-one-half bathrooms within
1,474 to 1,724 square feet of living space. Included in each townhome is an attached
two-car garage with an open floorplan layout of the kitchen, living and dining areas.

Photo provided

Selected by Taylor Morrison’s in-house design team, the interiors have been gra-
ciously appointed throughout and feature everything from stainless steel appliances
to granite or quartz kitchen countertops and the latest trends in cabinet styles, in-
cluding stone and slate colors.

Silver Trail showcases many of the energy efficient features that Taylor Morri-
son has become known for including tankless water heaters, jump ducts and dual
pane windows and energy efficient appliances.

“When designing Silver Trail we tried to anticipate the needs of our buyers,”
said Tierney. “We knew that we needed to look beyond the aesthetics of two—tone
paint and sleek countertops, and made sure to incorporate features such as USB out-
lets in the kitchen and LED recessed lighting throughout.”

Pricing at Silver Trail starts from the high $700,000s and homes are currently
available for viewing by appointment only.

To learn more about this new community or any Taylor Morrison Bay Area
community, please visit TaylorMorrison.com.



53 E. Altarinda Drive, Orinda
65 Hillcrest Drive, Orinda
588 Dalewood Drive, Orinda
1 El'\Verano, Orinda
134 Crestview Drive, Orinda
74 Van Tassel Lane, Orinda
10 Wellesley, Lafayette
12 Overhill Road, Orinda
246 Overhil‘Road, Orinda
9 La Sombra Court, Orinda
3719 Highland Court, Lafayette
3830 Palo Alto Drive, Lafayette
115 Coral Drive, Orinda
17 Charles Hill Road, Orinda
2 Hartford Road, Orinda
11 Blackwood Court, Walnut Creek
3 Charles Hill Place, Orinda
137 Creekdale Road, Walnut Creek
431 Woodminster, Moraga
621 Augusta Drive, Moraga
5 Estates Drive, Orinda
33 La Noria, Orinda
9 Broadview Terrace, Orinda
37 Underhill Road, Orinda
121 Meadow View Road, Orinda
18 Charles Hill Road, Orinda
88 Sunnyside Lane, Orinda
9 Ranch Road, Orinda
11 Daryl Drive, Orinda
4 Las Cascadas, Orinda
102 Orchard Road, Orinda
102 Orchard Road, Orinda
171 Camino Pablo, Orinda
25 Estates Drive, Orinda
17 Tappan Lane, Orinda
52 Singingwood Lane, Orinda
188 Lombardy Lane, Orinda
25 Richelle Court, Lafayette
15 Bel Air, Orinda
156 Lombardy Lane, Orinda

If you are thinking of buying or selling in 2016
there's never been a better time to call me.

COMING SOON in Happy Valley -
4,407 sqft. 5 bed + office. 3 bath. 1.08 acres
Fruit trees, tennis court, flat grass & pool.

AMYROSESMITH
Amy Rose Smith Phone: 925.212.3897
Village Associates Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
93 Moraga Way Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Suite 103 Web: www.iloveorinda.com
Orinda, CA 94563 BRE: #01855959

DANAQ veen

Lamorinda’s Best
Realtor

Premium 4BR/3.5BA, 3936+ sq. ft. new construction on a .63+ acre oak-studded lot.
Offered at $2,795,000 « 530akwoodRoad.com

A5
21 Francisco Court, Orinda

Impeccably updated 5BR+bonus/3.5BA, 3101+ sq. ft. home on a .53+ acre view lot.
Offered at $1,565,000 « 21FranciscoCourt.com

Open Sun. 1-4!

Inviting 4BR + office/4.5BA, 4215+ sq. ft. contemporary with 2nd family room/bonus!
Offered at $2,635,000 « 11LeslynLane.com

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S
Dana Green

License #: 01866771 License #: 01482454

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918
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your distinctive style.
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ILVER % TRAIL

taylormorrison.com

LIVE YOUR HEYAYPISINVANSY 4

Corner of Geary Road and Hall Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

1,474 - 1,724 sq. ft
3 beds ¢ 2.5 baths
From the high $700,000s

NOW SELLING

#trademarkBAY

In a Home Built Just for You

Taylor Morrison homes are uniquely crafted for m Discover your new home in Walnut Creek and
start living your trademark today.

4 unique two-story townhome-style designs

Designer-selected interior upgrades
and features

Nearby downtown Walnut Creek and major
transportation corridors

For more information please contact sales associate Lawrence August (BRE# 00870739) at (925) 557-2074.

taylor
morrlson o o0 0 0

Homes Inspired by You

This is not an offering in any state where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Community Association and other fees may be
required. Prices, promotions, incentives, features, options, amenities, floorplans, elevations, designs, materials and dimensions are subject to change without notice. Square footage and dimensions
are estimated and may vary in actual construction. Actual position of house on lot will be determined by the site plan and plot plan. Floorplans and elevations are an artist’s conception and are

not intended to show specific detailing. Floorplans are the property of Taylor Morrison, Inc. and its affiliates and are protected by U.S. copyright laws. For further information, please
see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate and review our Terms of Use. Taylor Morrison Services, Inc., BRE # 00968975. ©2016, Taylor Morrison of California, LLC. February 2016.




15 Hilldale Court, Orinda
This home’s open floor plan is functional and thoughtful with abundant
natural light, gorgeous garden views, vaulted ceilings, arched doorways,
curved walls and welcoming verandas. 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms,
5,270+ sq. ft. on 1.53+ acres with lawns, numerous patio spaces, an outdoor
kitchen, a swimming pool and spa, a full-size tennis court and a Merlot
vineyard. Secluded yet just minutes to 12 years of excellent Orinda schools!

Offered at $2,795,000 « 15HilldaleCourt.com

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
g&% ?.éé. i ‘éé ‘s

Get your finances
in shape...

to buy in 2016.

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

Let us help you get organized
to make a purchase this year

925.253.4663

CalBRE#01373412

and to develop a search Wendy Holcenberg
trate to meet your needs wendy@holcenberg.com
’ &y Y ’ 925.253.4630
CalBRE#00637795
We will handle the details. AN

EFAMENTIAL EROR T

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Resi ial Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Coming Soon!

31 Crestview Drive, Orinda

Beautiful turnkey
renovation with abundant
natural light, views & level
yard featuring 5 bdrms,
plus office, 3 full baths & 2
half baths, in 3,275 sq. ft.
on a .49 acre. Stunning

=% hardwood floors, Marvin
windows & spacious living
areas with great indoor/
outdoor flow. Mature
drought tolerant
landscaping, inviting brick
patio & plenty of off street
parking. Attention to detail
finishes throughout. Move
in & enjoy. Close to 12 yrs
of Orinda’s top rated
schools. Call Margaret for
further information.

Offered at $1,795,000

Village Associates ~ Homes are usually a Bay Area residents largest assets or investments.
Working with Village means working with a well-recognized and respected Brokerage,
experienced, knowledgeable and tied to this real estate market. For over 15 years, Village has
been the leader in market share for a reason. “Our Strength is in our Agents.”

Margaret Zucker
(925) 286-2328

www.margar etzucker.com

margaretzucker@comcast.net
CalBRE#01372762

EI’-I'“I' pa 1k}

Village Assoc1ates Real Estates

I G+ Orc2rs an Address
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Understanding the Balance of Feng Shui
By Michele Duffy

Note the location of the bed and nightstands, away from the door, in this “commanding position.”

Photo Bigstock

ur environment influences our health, outlook,
Opersonal energy, and all of these influence our
ability to be healthy, happy and prosperous. Feng Shui
is the arrangement of your physical space with deeply
symbolic objects so that they are in alignment with
healthy Qi (energy) flow. We are continually influenced
by the energy that is around us.

This energetic influence includes the land our
home is located on or the street our business resides on
and the shape of our buildings, none of which we can
necessarily change even if we wanted to. Professional
Feng Shui allows for “adjusting” even difficult “Qi” with
the addition of specific “cures” so that we can live or
work where we do, knowing that we have restored bal-
ance. Many people know that Feng Shui applies the five
element theory to environments and that we can ex-
pertly represent those five elements in our spaces using
wood, metal, earth, fire and water, colors and shapes
(see diagram on page D11).

Another aspect of Feng Shui you might not be fa-
miliar with or associate with the art and science of
placement is safety and security. Feng Shui has survived
for thousands of years because it offers so much more
than energetically sound decorating tips. Feng Shui’s
greatest strength, which is often overlooked or not ac-
knowledged, is that it helps you to be safe and secure in
your space and frees you up to concentrate more on the
priorities of your life. ... continued on page D10

Chad Morrison

INTERNATIONAL DIAMOND SOCIETY
BAY AREATOP 100

Direct: 925.253.4650
Mobile: 925.330.1416

chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com
www.sellinglamorinda.com

LLooking to Buy or Sell?

I look forward to assisting
you with your real estate

- ©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
B Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are inde-
CalBRE# 01905614 pendent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

needs in 2016

RSIDEN EIAL BROKERAGE




Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299 Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 - Danville « CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!

3.875% 13.990% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500

RATE APR RATE APR
30 Year Fixed | 3.625% 3.625% | 3.875% 3.875%
15 Year Fixed | 3.000% 3.000% 3.250% 3.250%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

CYtoned astle

s Land & Home Financial

The very best home staging ...
Fluff Residential Staging & Design can make your home
shine like no-one else can! From re-arranging and adding a
few key pieces to your existing look to a full service install of
a current, fresh, new appearance; Fluff is your “go to” staging
expert who will showcase your home to appeal to the greatest
number of buyers and ultimately produce the highest price.
Call us today for a complimentary consultation and
discover the ‘fluff’ difference. Simply the best!
Fluff Residential Staging and Design
925.385.8507 *FluffStaging@gmail.comeFluffStaging.com

WE ARE. | THE VOICE OF LUXURY REAL ESTATE

Introducing

David Pierce

Realtor®

925.639.0414 c
david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com

They say you are known for the company you keep. We are fortunate
to be known for the agents that distinguish us in communities all
over the world. We are pleased to announce that David Pierce has

joined our Bay Sotheby’s International Realty Lafayette Office.

Integrating corporate achievement with 29 years of excellence as
a real estate broker, David Pierce markets and sells fine homes in
the Bay Area as well as small and large tracts of residential and
agricultural lands, which included the 1,000+ acre Gateway Valley in
Orinda known as Wilder. David brokered the 1,100 acre sale of Curry
Canyon Ranch to the land conservancy organization, SAVE MT DIABLO.

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. CalBRE #00964185

Bay | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Understanding the Balance of Feng Shui

... continued from page D8

|
A

The desk in this home office shows the proper “commanding position.’
Photo Bigstock

Why is this important? If we feel safe and secure we also can relaxin our home
or workspaces, thus allowing us to think clearly, solve life problems, and lead fuller
lives. Here are some Feng Shui examples we can apply to create environments that
allow more life to happen:

Floorplan Analysis. The Bagua map ancient topography is laid out for max-
imization and protection of key areas in our lives and is designed to safeguard our
life paths, health and wealth, and relationship intimacy. On the Bagua map diagram,
you will notice the three lower areas closest to the front door and the outside world

are Self Knowledge/Wisdom, Career, and Helpful People/Travel. We need all three
to move forward in our public lives. The center of the Bagua map focuses on health
and family and children and these areas are the bridge between the inner/outer,
Ying/yang, private/public. The outside world nourishes these areas, which due to
their position also offers some protection.

The private areas of your life are located on the top line or back of your home.
Your wealth, reputation and relationships are offered the most protection, and help
you to take the best care of yourself in these most secure areas of your home.

The “Commanding Position.” The commanding position is a recurring
theme in Feng Shui

and we apply it to
master beds, kids
beds, desks, and
stoves. The idea is
that when you take
charge of your space,
you take charge of
your life.
The
manding position in
a bedroom is where
you sit in the bed
and face the door
without being in di-
rect line with the door. You are positioned to have the best visual control over the

com-

room, respond to whatever comes your way or whoever enters the room and this
correlates to better being able to be in control of your life. You know you are in the
power spot in any room when you feel most comfortably positioned in the room, in
the coziest spot, facing and away from the door.

The most important concept is to try to place your bed, desk, stove in the com-
manding position and then make room for the other items or furniture in each room.
When you cannot place these powerful symbols of personal power in the command-
ing position due to limitations of the space, the expertise of a professional can help
adjust your specific space, even if the commanding position isn’t possible.

Sounds can be used as a cure, such as bells on the front door to alert us to the
comings and goings in our spaces. Many businesses effectively use a “shop keepers”
bell to know when someone has entered their space. Lighting is another way we can
introduce safety and utility into our spaces, including outdoor lighting for easy access
to our homes and offices at any time of the day and also to discourage theft.

Finally, a headboard and footboard for your bed is paramount to making you
feel secure while you sleep. Our personal Qi needs a container for restful sleep and
more creativity by day, but a headboard can also give a sense of having a strong, sup-
portive backing, something to lean on — hence you sleep better.

I hope these tips will allow you to take immediate action to improve the Feng
Shui in your environments for the start of a happy, healthy and safe new year.



WEALTH &
PROSPERITY
"Gratitude"
REAR LEFT
Wood
Blues, purple & reds
HEALTH & FAMILY
"Strength"
MIDDLE LEFT
Wood
Blues & Greens

KNOWLEDGE &
SELF CULTIVATION
"Stillness"

FRONT LEFT

Earth
Black, blues & greens

LOVE & MARRIAGE
"Receptivity"

REAR RIGHT

Earth
Reds, pinks, & whites

CREATIVITY &
CENTER CHILDREN
"Joyﬂ
"Earth"
MIDDLE RIGHT
Yellow &
earth tones Metal
White & Pastels

HELPFUL PEOPLE
& TRAVEL
""Synchronicity"

CAREER
"Depth"

FRONT MIDDLE FRONT RIGHT
Water

Black & dark tones LG

White, grey & black

“Front Door”

Michele Duffy, BTB MLES. is an Orinda resident who,
since 1999, enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui
one space at a time, as well as hiking in nature, cooking,
and spending time with her family; Canyon Ranch Feng
Shui Master, International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) Red
Ribbon Professional. To schedule a professional 2015
Feng Shui Consultation, contact Michele at (520) 647-
4887 or send an email to spaceharmony@gmail.com.

EPETE BL JSPRTIWE

Genuine Real Estate Expertise

Chris Swim
925.766.1447
Chris@ChrisSwim.com
ChrisSwim.com

Tracy Keaton
925.766.1136
Tracy@TracyKeaton.com
TracyKeaton.com

Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
are the very best full service real estate team in
Lamorinda. With over 50 years of experience, they
provide one-on-one personalized attention to each
and every single client, leaving nothing to chance.
Neither should youl!

Call Chris & Tracy today! They are simply ... the best/
Chris Swim and Tracy Keaton

Pacific Union and PACIFIC
Christie’s International Real Estate UNION
201 Lafayette Circle, Suite 100 CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Lafayatte, CA 94549

Local presence, global reach

paddy@paddykehoe.com
paddykehoe.com

925-878-5869 ,
CalBRE#01894345 =

Your Lamorinda Realtor
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for February

... continued from page D1

Photos Cynthia Brian

A begonia cascades over the container on the patio.
PICK navel oranges as they are ripening. Twist the orange and when it comes off
the limb easily it’s ready to eat. If the orange resists, let it stay on the tree a bit longer.
PROTECT lettuce from aphids naturally by planting alyssum as a border.

GROW pansies, cyclamen, and violets as a winter pick-me-up and to attract butter-
flies. Pick the edible flowers to adorn salads and desserts.

SPRINKLE a granular organic fertilizer around fruit trees. The rainy weather will
aid with the absorption of the grains.

PROTECT frost tender plants from the cold, especially those in containers. We
have at least 45 days more of possible freezes. Frost blankets, canvas, tarps or cloth

1t will be a great harvest for loquats this season based on the abundance of the blooms.

sheets will do the trick. Don’t use plastic and be especially diligent with citrus.

DIG a ditch to divert water from rain gutters to your garden. It’s best to line the
swale with pebbles, gravel, or rocks to help filter the runoff and protect against flood-
ing. These swales look great as dry creeks during the summer months.

HARVEST cabbage, chard, lettuces, arugula, and other greens as needed. Snip the
tops of greens to encourage more growth.

PERUSE seed catalogues curled up on the couch with a cup of hot tea on a chilly,
rainy day. You'll get ideas for new plants and learn a bit more about the growing sea-

Sons. ... continued on page D14



Refinancing? Purchase? 2nd Home?

Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years.

Call Becca today!

Becca Romonek Loan Officer-Team Rider wwist143eeos
Cell: 925.899.5758

Becca.Romonek@prospectmtg.com
8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda

Equal Housing Lender. Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, (www.nmlsc:
liability licensed by the Department of B:

5y

r2)is a Delaware limited > e
ential Mortgage Lending l ] l ) { }4.,1 l ] J: : [’ J
ns apply. Additional loan ""' ke

ilable. This is not an offer to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other

3/2015 NMLS D # 1438399 Orinda Branch Gen. Eng‘ Lic #971074 ‘3 925'932.5432
S0® www.sewerinspections.com
Reach 60,000+ in Lamorind | i Cleant
each 60,000+ in Larmorinds Sewer Inspections & Cleaning
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly
Call 925-377-0977 to day Locally Owned & Operated 38 Years of Experience
Video | tions & Locati S Undl d
We print and deliver 26,000 copies aeo spections & Hoceing ewers Thclogge
every other week. Overflow Protection Devise Installation

Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!

i

™
Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com

WHY CALL IT A WEED?

Did you know that oxalis, mustard and dandelions
among others are all wonderful native plants that
bees love and feed on?

Did you know when you spray pesticides you kill the
bees and destroy their food supply?

Did you know bees pollinate 1 in 4 foods we eat?

Learn more at: www.helpabee.orq
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PLAN on planting a patch of wildflowers at the end of our rainy season. Wildflow-
ers are easy and rewarding plus they come back year after year.

PRUNE your roses, vines and berry bushes through mid-February.

DESIGN your dream garden while the weather is wet in preparation for April and
May planting.

PLAY in the mud. New research shows that when you dig in the soil, beneficial
bacteria in the environment repopulate the community of bacteria on your skin,
boosting your immune system. Get dirty. It’s good for you!

SHOWER your beloved with red roses and baby’s breath for Valentine’s Day.
HIBERNATE. Our gardens are sleeping and so should we. Take time for yourself
this February. Rest, relax, rejuvenate and replenish yourself. Move with Mother

Nature.

NEED ideas to help you choose the right plants for your garden?
Consider these four selections for four different areas of your yard:

TREE SERVICE}

Family owned in
Moraga since 1987

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

Winter Pruning

Winter is the best time to start pruning deciduous plants and trees, such
as maples, shrubs, roses, most fruit trees and most of all your Monterey
pines. They go dormant in the winter and some lose their leaves.
Deciduous plants are best pruned in the winter because that’s when
they’re dormant and less prone to disease.

Before you start hacking away at your yard, you may want to call in a
professional Arborist from Advance Tree Service to give you their
advice on what should be done, the proper handling during pruning is
essential to ensure a healthy future for your trees and shrubs.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree
Service to help make your yard its very best.

Advance Tree Service a
Your Authority on Trees. i

925-376-6528

advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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... continued from page D12

This crop of navel oranges is ready for picking. Protect citrus from frost for at least
45 more days.
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Plants for a Shady Area
Hosta
Foxglove
Ajuga
Hydrangea
Plants to Attract Butterflies and Hummingbirds
Coreopsis
Hibiscus
Creeping Phlox
Agastache

Plants that the Deer Don’t Usually Eat
Bleeding Heart
Lavender
Iris
Naked Ladies
Plants for Sunny Areas
Daylily
Sage
Roses
Echinacea

If you want one-to-one assistance, email me to set up a
garden consultation with hourly rates. I'll help your gar-
den shine this [ =2 R Yo, St F
spring. N

| St

Sending you
love, blessings
and virtual
rose bouquets
for a warm, ro-
mantic Valen-
tine’s
celebration.

Cynthib Brian in the garden
Happy Gardening! Happy Growing! Happy Love Day!

©2016

Cynthia Brian

The Goddess Gardener

Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

925-377-STAR

Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at
www.StarStyleRadio.net

I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

025-258-9233
CELL: 510-847-6160

LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

BLUE JAY FELDMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR %

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

McDonnell m@ Nursery
—< >—

family owned since 1933

Feng Shui Gardens
February 20, 2016, 10:00 a.m.

Presented by Michelle Duffy, BTB M.ES.Learn about what creates healthy and
vibrant Feng Shui in the garden as it relates to seasonal and water concerns,
color and the Five Element theory, and the symbolic meaning of certain plants.

To reserve a seat please call (925) 254-3713

or info@mcdonnellnursery.com
[rees « Shrubs » Vines » Annuals « Perennials * Vegetables = Containers
Statuary & Fountains «lndoor Plants = Decorative [tems
' www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda = (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily




Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm

ORINDA

For Lease

10 La Punta
Exquisite estate home on gated,
secluded OCC cul-de-sac lot.
SF Bay views. 7062sf,
4bed/4+ba. Rebuilt in 2005!
Chef's kitchen, wine cellar,
sport court, stunning grounds!
$14,950/ month

ORINDA

40 Dos Osos

Incredible Orinda, San Pablo
Dam, Mt. Diablo views +
abundance of nature surrounds
this supersized parcel bordering
EBMUD land. Once in a
lifetime opportunity raw land

sale. $489,000

ORINDA

New Llstmg

539 The Glade

Super one level detached patio
home. Exceptional allure &
ideal privacy combine for a
charming home at end of court.
Views, natural light, patios off
most rooms. “Close-in”

location. $1,275,000

ORINDA

407 Rldge Gate Road

Rarely available detached 1 story
in Orindawoods on sought after
cul-de-sac. Open floor plan with
vaulted ceilings. Stunning
outdoors with generous decks for
ultimate privacy.

$1,395,000

ORINDA

Commg Soon

31 Crestv1ew Drive
Completely renovated turn key
Orinda home featuring five
bedrooms plus office, three
bathrooms plus two half baths.
Quality finishes, level out patio
and yard with expansive views.
$1,795,000

ORINDA

8 Camino Del Diablo
Stunning Contemporary rebuilt in
2002 by MGHG Designs.
Impeccable design & architectural
finishes. Chef’s kitchen w/ top of
the line appliances, Carrera
marble counters, radiant floors.

$1,975,000

ORINDA

160 Camino Don Miguel
Magnificent Spanish
Mediterranean estate on 2 adj.
lots, located on 4th hole of OCC.
Main house completely rebuilt in
1996 is over 5800sf with Sbd/Sba
& separate 627sf 1bd/1ba guest
house. $6,200,000

MORAGA
T

=*="New Listing
10 Newberry Place
Spacious level 4+bd/2ba home
on cul-de-sac w/new Anderson
windows, new window blinds &
paint throughout. 2 car attached
garage. Walk to park, Moraga
Library & St. Mary's College.

$4,500/ month

MORAGA

gl

1807 St. Andrews Dnve

Wonderful executive lease
opportunity in Moraga Country
Club: 4bed/2.5ba (or 3bd + large
ofc) 2828 sf., remodeled
w/views! FULL MCC
membership included.

$6,000/ month

MORAGA

1072 Sanders Drive

Light & bright fully remodeled
and expanded 4 bedroom, 2 bath
plus office on a level creek-side
.27 acre lot. Close to K-8 top
schools!

Call for Price

LAFAYETTE

5 Burton Vista Court
Spectacular 7bd/9+ba, 8986sf
Estate w/luxury amenities in
grand oversized spaces. Premium
2.25ac parcel w/sport court, sun-
drenched pool, pavilion
w/kitchen, dressing rooms &
showers. $5,599,000

PLEASANT HILL

20 Whitfield Court

Great 2.58 acre parcel at top of
knoll w/views of Mount Diablo &
ideal privacy. Truly special setting
sites for development zoned R-10
& R-15. Wonderful opportunity
for investment.

$1,750,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (Sunday Open Homes |

llage

ASSOCIATES

REAL

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens I1
Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

ESTATE

n facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc






