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Home Occupancy Without the Mortgage
Renting in Lamorinda

By Cathy Dausman

amorinda is a wonderful place to live. The

Z ’schools are good, the East Bay weather is

warm and mild, eateries and services are

available in abundance, and the quality oflife is high.

But so is the cost of real estate. Rather than signing

on the dotted line for that big mortgage, some de-

cide to spend time as a renter. But even that is not
always easy.

“Inventory [of rental property] is really low,”
says Keith Katzman of Orinda’s Pacific Union Inter-
national. With average home prices in Lamorinda
hovering between $1.2 to $1.5 million, according to
recently published Contra Costa Association of Re-
altors statistics, and with multiple offers on homes
for sale once again the norm, the demand for rentals
has increased, and with it, rents. Sohelia Smith, a
23-year real estate professional, says she saw rental
prices actually increase during the recent recession,
and that renters now should expect to pay between
$1 and $2 per square foot for housing.

A quick online search for Lafayette, Moraga or
Orinda single family home rentals orleases revealed a
3,100-square-foot gated, single family Lafayette home
onan “estate lot” with four bedrooms, crown molding,
beveled glass and a piano. It was available for lease
through a real estate company for $5,950 per month.
There was no garage; parking was on-street only.

Another listing, this one for a view home in
Orinda says its 2,500-square-foot home situated on
a half-acre lot was recently renovated and updated;
its owners prefer a two-year lease, and are asking
$5,500 per month. A three bedroom, two bath Mor-

aga home slightly less than 1,900 square feet that
backs up to open space is listed online for $4,000
per month.

Katzman generally sees a range of people in-
terested in renting rather than owning homes -
some simply “don’t want to own,” while others pre-
fer to rent first and eventually buy. He says many
renters are families with kids.

Photo athy Dausman

Katzman recently paired a couple from the
East Coast with a rental in Lafayette. He estimates
the average renter stays put just one or two years.
“Just about everybody [in real estate] has handled a
rental transaction,” he says. For the realtor, it is about
building future relationships and hoping the rental
client returns at a later date to buy.
... continued on page D4
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IF | HAD A BUYER FORYOUR

HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?

Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784
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155 Camino Pablo, Orinda
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Breathtaking Mediterranean
Style Estate!

Dstinullished M;nsion on
huge flat lot!

Offered at $1,557,000

Offered at $3,195,000
COMING SOON

155 Erselia Trl,Alamo

Gardener's Paradise!

Price upon Request
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56 Bates Blvd, Orinda

Spectacular Views!

Asking price $1,38
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Representing Buyer
Offered at $1,025,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 10 $810,000 $3,275,000
MORAGA 6 $660,000 $1,710,000
ORINDA 7 $823,000 $2,117,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and i provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3402 Black Hawk Road, $1,238,000, 3 Bdrms, 1835 SqFt, 1960 YiBlt, 2-12-16

21 Burnt Oak Circle, $1,080,000, 3 Bdrms, 1481 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 1-28-16;
Previous Sale: $85,000, 08-16-76

3397 La Caminita, $1,925,000, S Bdrms, 3260 SqFt, 1965 YrBIt, 1-22-16;
Previous Sale: $1,420,000, 08-20-10

4146 Los Arabis Drive, $1,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 1727 SqFt, 1956 YrBIt, 1-29-16;
Previous Sale: $725,000, 06-27-14

6 Moss Lane, $710,000, 2 Bdrms, 1559 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 2-10-16;
Previous Sale: $220,000, 04-29-88

1100 Rahara Drive, $2,080,000, 4 Bdrms, 3678 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 2-12-16

20 Ruth Court, $863,000, S Bdrms, 2106 SqFt, 1950 YBlt, 1-28-16;
Previous Sale: $910,000, 07-20-05

23 Sessions Road, $3,275,000, 5396 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 1-26-16

3331 Vaughn Road, $1,308,500, 4 Bdrms, 1945 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 1-22-16

MORAGA

1201 Bollinger Canyon, $700,000, 662 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 2-10-16

1084 Larch Avenue, $1,135,000, 2 Bdrms, 2596 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 1-25-16

3 Paseo Linares, $1,710,000, 4 Bdrms, 5074 SqFt, 1989 YrBIt, 1-28-16;
Previous Sale: $725,000, 08-16-90

307 Rheem Boulevard, $916,500, 3 Bdrms, 1685 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 1-29-16;
Previous Sale: $235,000, 10-04-88

ORINDA

53 East Altarinda Drive, $2,117,000, 4 Bdrms, 3145 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 1-28-16;

Previous Sale: $890,000, 08-29-01

18 Lind Court, $1,247,500, 3 Bdrms, 1350 SqFt, 1955 YiBlt, 1-22-16;
Previous Sale: $560,000, 05-03-02

21 Sandy Court, $1,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 3311 SqFt, 2005 YiBlt, 1-29-16;
Previous Sale: $1,650,000, 04-11-06

113 Van Ripper Lane, $1,180,000, 3 Bdrms, 2393 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 2-11-16

Refinancing? Purchase? 2nd Home?

Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years.

Call Becca today!

Becca Romonek Loan Officer-Team Rider wwistiaseeos
Cell: 925.899.5758

Becca.Romonek@prospectmtg.com

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda

Equal Housing
liability cor
Act. This or ext
programs may be available. This is not an offer to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other
applicable law. Call for details. 3/2015 NMLS ID # 1438399 Orinda Branch




DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.
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JULIE DEL SANTO WE PROUDLY WELCOME A

BROKER/OWNER ANGIE GUERRA CULUM

WONDERFUL NEW ADDITION KRISTINA SOLOVIEVA
TO OUR FAMILY... REALTOR®

—F - o : 925.330.3519
Kristina Solovieva is joining us with Kristina@dudum.com

a proven track record of excellence in CALBRE #01800188
service as well as sales. We are excited

925.818.5500 NSRRI to partner in her future success!
BEN MILLER THE CHURCHILL TEAM

LOS ARABIS (UPPER HAPPY VALLEY) LAFAYETTE $2,595,000 3921 N. PEARDALE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,347,000

SERETA: 925.998.4441
925.558.5744 RANDY 925.787.4622

JANET POWELL JON WOOD PROPERTIES

SERETA & RANDY CHURHILL 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622 BEN MILLER / SHERR-Y HUTCHENS 925.558.57;14 1925.212.7617
3360 SWEET DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,270,000 MUIR RIDGE MARTINEZ / HABITAT FOR HUMANITY $464,999
A T A _ A
% ' | 'y s ¢ ¥ % -

= JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
925.876.2399 HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

MATT McLEOD SHERRY HUTCHENS
w

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622 JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

r 1937 ASPENRIDGE COURT, WALNUT CREEK $995,000 1867 HOLLAND DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK $478,000
925.464.6500 925.212.7617 - - - I

TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN

925.360.8662 925.915.0851 BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617 JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

WWW.DUDUM.COM

‘[ ]' I I LAFAYETTE WALNUT CREEK
D D M Cﬁ’f f , ((f\ f 3 999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
Yestenclive <7 roperties

REAL ESTATE GROUP LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
0:925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411 0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

CALBRE #01882902
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Home Occupancy Without the Mortgage

... continued from page D1

Katzman likes to make the search a “group effort”
and says that although real estate companies’ multiple
listings do include a rentals category, those listings are
usually limited to high-end properties. Katzman says
most people search online, and Craigslist is the number
one resource for finding area rentals.

Smith uses Craigslist and also likes listing homes
for rent on Trulia and realtor.com. She says her prospec-
tive renters are people who move to the area because of
jobs, perhaps temporarily, and “don’t want to buy right
away.”

They want to “figure it out” while living in a nicer,
well cared for furnished or semi-furnished home in a
good area. Smith says “a lot of baseball players; A’'s and
Giants,” for example, might not want to buy in Lamor-
inda because their work is only seasonal.

As for who pays for utilities or a gardener, “it
varies,” she says. Naturally, when it comes to renting,
there are requisites and limitations, even in so-called ex-
ecutive homes (a loosely used term which implies a
more expensive home).

Potential renters should approach a property list-
ing prepared to submit income and employment verifi-
cation, and have financial solvency and credit scores
inspected. Finding a landlord who will allow pets is
tough, Katzman says, because landlords are concerned
about the possibility of damage or that future tenants

For Lo

\

may not want to rent if they are allergic to pets or pet
dander. There may be an additional deposit required in
return for having a pet in a rental. He advises landlords
to make their rental home “bulletproof,” by spending a

Photo Cathy Dausman
little extra on appliances to get a good product warranty
and to carry an umbrella policy on the residence.

“Don’t do it [manage a rental] on your own,” he
says.

CalBRE# 01905614

Chad Morrison

INTERNATIONAL DIAMOND SOCIETY
BAY AREATOP 100

Direct: 925.253.4650
Mobile: 925.330.1416

chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com

LLooking to Buy or Sell?

www.sellinglamorinda.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are inde-
pendent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

I look forward to assisting
you with your real estate

needs in 2016

COLDAELL
BANKER IO

RESIDENEIAL BROKRERAGE
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125 Alta Haciendas Road, Orinda
A Property With a Everything!

Impressive Architectural Masterpiece with Breathtaking Panoramic Views

5 Bedrooms + Office + Studio + Exercise Room 5.5 Baths 3 Car Garage
approx 4647 Square Feet 3.26 Acres Pool, Spa, Tennis Court

Price $3,950,000 | Open House Sunday 3/6 and 3/13 1-4 | Broker Tour Tuesday 3/8 10-2

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
93 Moraga Way
Suite 103

Orinda, CA 94563

AMYROSESMITH  ciiameanesnineon
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com

Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959
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DESIGN GALLERY
Lafayette’s Best &WH “'E A
““-_._ Rea|tor — e Pl s o a complete window and door showroom

architects café

Prominent local architects, designers and landscape
architects will provide free, personalized consultations
to discuss your design and renovation plans.

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2015
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Renovated 5BR/4.5BA, 3798+ sq. ft. Baywood Traditional on .38+ acres.
Offered at $2,225,000 « 501 WinchesterCourt.com

LAFAYETTE

Appointments available at 8:30, 9:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Community Hall, Lafayette Library and Learning Center
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Saturday, March 12th

Bill & Melissa Thorn, Thorn Architects

Lynda Catlin, Catlin Design
Live/Work Opportunity! 4BR/3BA, 3298+ sq. ft. Home with Detached Studio on .68+ acres. Jean-Paul Bergez, Bergez & Associates Design Studio
Offered at $2,395,000 « 1600ReliezValleyRoad.com
Saturday, March 19th

Stephen Elbert, Elbert & Associates
Dalia Nishimori, Studio Nish

ALAMO

Appointments available at 8:30, 9:30 and 10:30 a.m.
3240 Stone Valley Rd W, Alamo

Saturday, March 26th

Kevin Gregory, Vista Design Group
Naomie Wert, Naomie Wert Interiors
Jean-Paul Bergez, Bergez & Associates Design Studio

1141 Vallecito Court, Lafayette

6BR/5.5BA, 5537+ sq. ft. Happy Valley Mediterranean on Resort-Style .46+ acres. Saturd ay, Apl"il 2nd
Offered at $3,675,000 « VallecitoCourtEstate.com !

Stephen Elbert, Elbert & Associates
Ania Omski-Talwar, Orange Interiors

PACIFIC
UNION

C HRISTIE S

EVENT IS COMPLIMENTARY

RSVP to Christine Thatcher at 925.260.9999
or cthatcher@truittandwhite.com

'MARVIN:% @integrity

Windows and Doors "“'“"""“‘
Windows

Built around you: Built to perform.

Dana Green

License #: 01866771 License #: 01482454

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918




Coming Soon!
112 Via Floreado, Orinda
4 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms 2978 Square Feet .53 Acre

111 Bear Ridge Trail, Orinda 5 Burton Vista, Lafayette Springhill Road, Lafayette

Experience a Peaceful Setting Extraordinary Living Opportunity Awaits!
5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms, 3952 Sq. Ft. 7 Bedrooms, 9+ Bathrooms, 8986 Sq. Ft. 8.41 Acre Parcel
Offered at $1,895,000 Offered at $5,599,000 Offered at $879,000

XURY
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——CLARKTHOMPSON— LU
—REAL ESTATE BROKER

VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

Office: 925.254.8585 ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com XHAL BETALE
CALBRE# 00903367




1742 Saint Andrews Drive, Moraga
Beautifully updated Plan 3 in Moraga Country Club. 3 Bedroom,
2.5 Bath, apx. 2,191 square feet in secluding setting near Clubhouse,
pool & tennis courts. Loft area with built-in desk & cabinets, spacious
Master Suite with Bay Window and enclosed hallway to bonus
room/3rd BR with laundry room & sitting area. Call for more info.

Offered at $950,000 « Coming Soon!

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

925.932.5432
www.sewerinspections.com

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074 h?'

e0®

Sewer Inspections & Cleaning

Locally Owned & Operated

38 Years of Experience
Video Inspections & Locating Sewers Unclogged

Overflow Protection Devise Installation Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!

3957 Woodside Court, Lafayette

o e

Quality Custom Home and Property
Classic Lafayette charmer, 5 bedroom, 3 bathroom,
R T - 2446 square feet home on .83 acre of mature
5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms landscaping, fruit trees & gardens, adjacent to
2446 square feet, .83 acres Lafayette Reservoir with private gate access. New
French doors and mostly new windows, hardwood
floors, remodeled kitchen and master bath. This is a
perfect setting for family gatherings and entertaining
friends, it is truly a special home and property.

Offered at $1,595,000

Hi
\iilage

Delivering the BEST Results -.u Com e
Giving Dreams an Address

Broker
(510) 604-7358

Email: kallst@aol.com

CalBRE#00852567

The very best home staging ...

Fluff Residential Staging & Design can make your home
shine like no-one else can! From re-arranging and adding a
few key pieces to your existing look to a full service install of
a current, fresh, new appearance; Fluff is your “go to” staging
expert who will showcase your home to appeal to the greatest
number of buyers and ultimately produce the highest price.

Call us today for a complimentary consultation and
discover the ‘fluff’ difference. Simply the best!
Fluff Residential Staging and Design

925.385.8507 *FluffStaging@gmail.comeFluffStaging.com




Patricia Battersby Ashley Battershy

925-330-6663 925-323-9955
pb@patriciabattersby.com ashley@ashleybattersby.com
BRE# 00854469 BRE# 01407784

www.ashleybattersby.com n @

JUST LISTED IN HAPPY VALLEY!
1155 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette

Esherick Architectural Masterpiece

Main Residence 3 Bedrooms + Study 3.5 Baths
Separate Guest/Office with Bath, Wine Cellar
2.01 Acres* 3741 Square Feet*

Extraordinary 2 Acre Private Estate Setting

Spectacular Views + Undeveloped Acreage

Designed by notable California Architect, Joseph Esherick,
this exquisite single story residence has been beautifully
appointed and offers luxurious living in a spectacular,
private two acre setting in prestigious Happy Valley. It
showcases classic Esherick sophisticated style with extra
high ceilings, a series of tall French doors, and floor to
ceiling walls of glass which bring the outdoors in and offer
panoramic views of the surrounding hills. Itis a fine
example of Esherick's genius at creating California indoor
outdoor living at its best.

Open Sunday, March 13, 1-4 pm

*per Public Records
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Keeping Spring Clean with a Mudroom

By Ann McDonal

This mudroom has incorporated a small powder room off to the side and closed doors to hide messes. While wonder-

ful from an aesthetic perspective, consider how your family lives. Will doors hide the very things you need to find or

will they keep you sane because you don t want to look at the mess day to day? Your choice.

-this month I wanted to share some inside information
on one of the most beloved rooms in the suburban
home: the mudroom. As spring rounds the corner, many
of us are looking at tidying areas of our garages, starting the
beloved spring clean or just rethinking how we would like
to function as the weather lightens up a bit.

Here are some tips on what you can include or con-
sider when remodeling your beloved mudroom — whether
it’s for a small, medium or ideal option.

First, the small to non-existent space. I understand
this, because it is my living truth. Thad no mudroom. With
two boys who were deeply into sports, a husband who did
alot of coaching on muddy fields, three dogs and me with
a penchant for hiking, I would have loved to have had a sep-
arate mudroom, especially during the growing years, but it
never happened in our suburban Orinda home. ThenThad
an epiphany.

First, Ilooked at our front hall off the main entry and
I tore out the closet completely. Yes, completely. No entry
closet. I can hear the screams now, but stay with me for a

Photos bigstock.com
minute. There is hope, and a clean space, on the other side
of this action. With the closet gone, I put three-pronged,
sturdy hooks in its place. The express purpose was to train
our messy family, me included, to hang up their (my)
clothes in their (my) actual closets. What a concept!

These hooks worked. Because the space is small,
once they were full, they were full. I lost fewer coats and
shoes. Our umbrellas now sit in a nice stand on the front
porch. The front hall is actually tidy!

Second, I swapped out simple entry tables for chests
of drawers in the front hall. The drawers hide what needs to
be out of sight: stamps, letter openers, dogleashes and more.
With a bit more storage than your typical console table, this
is a great storage solution. So good, in fact, that when our
oldest went to college, he took one of the chests with him!

Next, the medium space. Here we often find clients
have a “back hall” or smaller area to handle some built-ins
but not necessarily enough space to add all the extras.
When that happens, we go the built-in route. Less dust
around pesky tables or chests, a bt easier to design for ac-

tual needs of specific family members.

Many clients like the concept of separate storage
spaces for each member of the family. Much like the tradi-
tional skilocker or sports locker, these are wonderful ways
to encourage those you live with to place items where they
will be found when necessary.

Ilove this look. For shoe storage in drawers, however,
consider an open weave face or metal grate face so the
smells dissipate and removable washable trays in the bot-
tom so water, mud and dirt don’t compromise the wood
cabinets. The cost is more, but it is well worth it for lifestyle.

Now, the fun part. Let’s imagine for a minute that
budget was not an issue and space was available in droves.
What kind of ideal mudroom would you design? With a
large-scale space, here are some items we have included in
designs past:

«  A“double-double” Dutch door

«  Additional washer and dryer hidden inside
built-ins with lift table

«  Round table and chairs where delivery people
can relax while waiting

«  Built-ins for placing and storing packages

«  Floral cutting sink with metal counters

«  Large-scale tile floors

e Boottrays

«  Racksand hooks for coats

o Small powder room
«  Television, and more

... continued on page D13

One nice thing
about using
closed doors is
the option of
having a bar for
hanging clothes
and linens. This
is especially use-
ful if you have a
dry cleaner that
delivers. Things
can arrive in the
back door and
be separated
easily before
heading to the
proper closet.




Obtaming a Mortgage 1s Not Easy These Days!! Genuine Real Estate hExpertise
- Chris Swim

Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You 925.766.1447

Would Expect When Getting A Loan!! Chris@ChrisSwim.com
ChrisSwim.com

Tracy Keaton

Mark Zinman

Mortgage Broker/Owner 925.766.1136
MZ Financial Group Tracy@TracyKeaton.com
415-203-6369 TracyKeaton.com

N Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
¢ - X are the very best full service real estate team in
| i '( Lamorinda. With over 50 years of experience, they
provide one-on-one personalized attention to each

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP and every single client, leaving nothing to chance.
Neither should youl!

Call Chris & Tracy today! They are simply ... the best/

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With Chris i";’(‘j?i:'&i i-grr?%d'(eam" PACIFIC

Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about o .
& i Christie’s International Real Estate UNION

201 Lafayette Circle, Suite 100 CHRISTIE’S

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 | INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131 La faya tte ’ C A 9 4 5 4 9

Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs!

your specific situation!

Serenity in Burton Valley 3216 Bavarian Lane, Lafayette

e 3 bedroom 2.5 bathroom
plus bonus room/office

e 2789 sq. ft. .3 acre lot Prie $1,575,000

Incredible home in a coveted area of Burton Valley. This 3 bedroom 2.5 bath I
home-plus large bonus room/home office- is on a quiet cup-de-sac adjacent Dana F|II|nger "
to acres of hiking trails and the Lafayette Community Fields and BHG Mason-McDuffie -,
playgrounds. This natural light-filled home has vaulted ceilings in both living DISTINCTIVE

and family rooms, with slate decks with panoramic views of the valley. The COLLECTION 89 Davis Road’ Suite 100
Orinda, CA 94563

back yard has a gas BBQ and stone fire pit surrounded by luxurious seating HTE T
perfect for relaxing with family and friends. Walking distance to Burton Ll danafillinger@me.com
Valley Elementary and Rancho Colorados Swim and Tennis Club-- this home BRSO R WA DL FELE 925.588.6409

is ready to welcome you! _ CalBRE # 01731662
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Gardening Guide
March is a Time for Picking, Planting and Looking

for Butterflies
By Cynthia Brian

“That which surrounds you is within you. '~ Karl Schmidt
iyl ! '_ 3 T ey el i3 “"- "

Can St. Patrick’s Day be far behind when the shamrocks (oxalis) are blooming?

from the Yucatan we wouldn’t be worrying about irrigating our gardens.

Many emails have arrived asking about more information on the Pearl’s Pre-
mium lawn seed. Since the ground is warming, yet the heavens still shower us with
rainfall, March is an opportune time to seed and reseed your lawns. Since my Nowv.
4 article (www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0918/Digging-Deep-Garden-
ing-with-Cynthia-Brian.html) about this award-winning lawn seed, I have learned
about new research indicating that the roots grow to 20 inches, making the grass,
once established, very drought resistant. The one drawback that I have discovered
from my personal experience is that in our area, the birds do indeed like the seeds.
Make sure to roll the seeds for good soil contact and water deeply. Water daily until
sprouting occurs. You may have to over seed a few times to get the lush green thick-
ness you desire. ... continued on page D14

; g A
Hillside of daffodils with peach tree in bloom. Photos Cynthia Brian

fter visiting the Yucatan Peninsula for a week at the end of February where
AI snorkeled and swam in underground cenotes (rivers) as well as the aqua
waters of the Caribbean, I returned to a garden exploding in blooms. Bearded iris,
tulips, anemones, freesia, cyclamen, calla lilies, oxalis, Chinese fringe, rosemary, ra-
nunculus, cineraria, gladioli, periwinkle, plus hillsides of daffodils as well as fruit
trees of Asian pear, peach, apricot, prune and crabapple. As the wind blew, the air
rained pear blossoms. The soothing smell of springtime permeated my nostrils. How
lovely to come home to beauty.

The recent insert in our water bill made me laugh with ways to use only 35 gal-
lons a day. Besides the fact that they failed to recognize that most households contain
more than one individual, they also completely overlooked water for gardens, indoor
plants and pets. Although my water conservation efforts have placed me in the top
20 percent of savers, the water company also recognized that 68 percent of my water
usage is for landscaping. If only we had access to the water of those 6,000 cenotes

Irises are already in bloom.
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Just Listed in Downtown Lafayette!

MUCII‘OOHI ... continued from page D10

For large-scale mudrooms that need to function for high traffic catering events or
other large-scale living, include: recycling bins, hidden charging stations, a coffee/tea bar
and a small built-in microwave for quick snacks, as well as calendar boards and more.

We are past the days of Downton Abbey, when large families or multiple generations
are living under one roof. However, the practical application of a centralized ‘drop station,
whether it’s a room, closet or full-scale area of your home, remains.

Happy spring cleaning, Stylish Suburbanites!

If you are interested in joining us for a free trend talk, make sure to send an email
to ann@couturechateau.com and visit www.couturechateau.com/trend for more infor-

mation.
Ann McDonald, IIDA, 18 Amanda Lane, Lafayette
NAPO, is the 3 Bedroom, 2.5 bathroom Craftsman Style home in the heart of
Founder/CEQO of downtown Lafayette. Featuring custom detail and finishes, chef’s
Couture Chateau, a kitchen, drought tolerant landscape, Loggia and putting green.
luxury interior design Offered at $1,350,000
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ESTMENT ADVISORS

With a team of experienced property agents, we are able to provide
the highest quality of service every customer deserves. We want to
know more about you and your real estate needs. Contact us today for
a Free home evaluation or any additional information and assistance
you need. We are more than willing to serve you and guide you through
the process of buying or selling a property in Lamorinda.
CONTACT US TODAY.
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manzoneteam@gmail.com

manzoneteam.com | e - n ! b
License #: 01120753 | 01028002 A Baywood Beauty ~ 507 Winchester Court, Lafayette
5BD o 4.5BA e 3,489+/-sq.ft. ® .37+/- acre
PACIFIC Offered ot $1,895,000
UNION Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi Ives 925.788.8345 | Kaaren Brickman 925.351.5049
CHRISTIE’S BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com - KBrickman@apr.com
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License #: 01866771 www.BrydonlvesTeam.com w CalBRE#: 01408025/01367466/01932119
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What to do in your March garden:

PICK up all fallen camellias to prevent petal blight on the plant. Remember that
camellia bushes grow into camellia trees so plant in an appropriate location.

PLANT asparagus crowns as soon as the soil is dry enough to work.

SOW Irish potatoes, English peas, radishes, turnips, kale and carrots any time this
month.

ATTRACT Monarch butterflies to your garden by planting milkweed. A caterpil-
lar increases its body mass 2,000 times as it nibbles on milkweed.

ADD the perennial vegetable rhubarb to your potager along with strawberries.
They’ll be ready to harvest at the same time, just right for pies, jams, sauces and
other treats.

ESPALIER apples, kiwis and grapes for easier picking as well as space saving.

THICKEN and reseed lawns in thin spots. Clover is an excellent option if you are
seeking something other than grass.

FERTILIZE lawns with an organic feed high in nitrogen. All plants can use a boost
of nitrogen.

TIME for a tetanus shot if you haven’t had one in 10 years. Tetanus does not occur
just from rusty nails. You can get it from digging in the dirt.

REPEL insects naturally with swaths of pennyroyal, nasturtium, calendula and

marigold.

ADVANCE

. TREE SERVICE: W

Lic.: #611120

Family owned in
Moraga since 1987

Your friendly neighborhood
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

ASSESSMENT OF RISK

The benefits trees provide to those living and working in the urban
environment increase as the size of the trees increases. As a tree gets older and
larger, however, it is also more likely to shed branches or develop decay or
other conditions that predisposes the tree to failure. In assessing and managing
trees, we at Advance Tree Service strive to strike a balance between the risk
that a tree poses and the benefits that a tree provides by assessing its health
and keeping it healthy with the proper care it needs.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree
Service to help you assess your risk today.

pHo
LY
Advance Tree Service “@
Your Authority on Trees. A
)
Tiv¥

925-376-6528

advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com
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A landscape of blooming crabapples and periwinkle, and blue rosemary.

NET plants, shrubs and trees that you don’t want nibbled by birds, deer, rabbits
and other foragers.

DIVIDE agapanthus, daylilies and iris while they are still semi-dormant.

COMPOST all organic matter to add to your garden. This includes newspaper, shred-
ded cardboard, food scraps (except meat), eggshells, tea leaves and coffee grinds.

BUILD hugels now while the soil is still easy to dig to help with moisture retention
for the summer months.

PLAN your vegetable garden. Check the soil, turn over the cover crops, determine
the sunlight conditions, choose your seeds, and write a list of plants you wish to
purchase to keep you eating fresh all season.

PLANT culinary herbs including cilantro, chives, dill, mint, parsley, rosemary and
thyme to spice up your meals all season.

PREPARE for Easter celebrations with arrangements of tulips, hyacinths, lilies
and colorful annuals.

START seeds of eggplants, tomatoes and peppers indoors to get a head start on
your summer barbecues.

WEED! After all the rainfall, weeds are proliferating. Start pulling them up or turn-
ing them under before seedpods set.

EXHALE! Winter is almost over and the sunny, warm, longer days of March are
here. Getting ready to balance eggs on end on the vernal equinox ... or at least
crack a couple of fresh ones for breakfast.
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Chinese fringe flower glimmers in hot pink.

Allow your surroundings to sink deeply into your soul. You
have the power to bring beauty to your everyday environ-
ment.

Happy Gardening!
Happy Growing!
Happy Spring!
(almost)

©2016

Cynthia Brian

The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR

Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at
www.StarStyleRadio.net

Cynthia Brian
snorkeling in a
cenote lily pond in
the Yucatan.

I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

McDonnell

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda - (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

DESIGN

INSTALLATION ebu E‘ RI DQ

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE ﬁ Q

STONEWORK %

CONCRETE WORK 925 258 9233
DECKS M =

FENCES CELL: 510-847-6160
e LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

PONDS BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
CLEANUP & OWNER/OPERATOR % INSURED
HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM Lic# 818633
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ORINDA

4 Quall Rldge Lane This 2.87ac
lot enjoys valley views, filled
w/mature trees. Priv. lane off
prestigious street w/luxurious custom
homes. Complete w/approved plans
to build 3276sf home. Award

winning schools. $450,000

ORINDA

407 Rldge Gate Road Rarely
available detached one story in
Orindawoods on sought after cul-de-
sac. Open flr plan w/vaulted ceilings.
3rd bdrm used as ofc. Stunning
outdoors w/generous decks for

ultimate privacy. $1,395,000

ORINDA

] New Llstmg

15 Estates Drlve Redesigned &
renovated. Living, dining & island
kitchen all in a “Great Room”.
4bd/3ba + study/den. Hwd floors
thruout. Patio & side yard. Close in
loc. on .53ac lot. Top rated Orinda
schools. $1,698,000

ORINDA

8 Camino Del Diablo Stunning
Contemporary 4bd/5.5ba home rebuilt
in 2002 by MGHG Designs.
Impeccable design and architectural
finishes. Chef's kitchen with Carrera
marble counters, radiant floors.

$1,795,000

ORINDA

il New Listing

111 Bear Ridge Trail Gated
1.22ac lush knoll parcel. Custom
Sbd/4.5ba, 3952sf home w/light &
bright rooms, walls of windows &
high ceilings. Modern kitchen.
w/informal eating area & adjoining

fam. rm. Views! $1,895,000

ORINDA

8 El Sueno Custom ranch of the
finest quality w/exceptional attn. to
detail. This 3450 sq. ft., 4bd/3.5ba
home overlooks the 8th fairway.
Swimming pool w/waterfall, gazebo
& extensive patio.

$3,150,000

ORINDA

New Lzstmg

125 Alta Haciendas The views
don’t get better than this!
Breathtaking 3.5acre parcel
w/architect. designed apx. 5000sf
contemporary. 5bd/5.5ba+ ofc+
studio+ workout room, pool, tennis

court & more! $3,950,000

ORINDA
HE E

160 Camlno Don Mlguel
Magnificent Spanish Mediterranean
estate on 2 adj. lots, located on 4th
hole of OCC. Main house completely
rebuilt in 1996 is over 5800sf with
Sbd/5.5ba & sep. 627sf 1bd/1ba
guest house. $6,200,000

MORAGA

35 Ashford Place Sought after
Corliss neighborhood! 4 bedroom,
2 bath home on prime cul-de-sac
location. Updates include fresh
paint, hardwood floors, new
lighting and carpet.

$1,375,000

\Y%(0)2V:X €Y.\

422 Fernwood Drive
Phenomenal 4bd + media rm/guest
rm, 3 ba, Rheem Valley Manor
exec. home on over .50ac w/views,
pool, outdr BBQ’s, putting green &
amazing in/outdr entertaining space.

By appt. only. $1,695,000

LAFAYETTE

:-ii_-.\:, . New Listing
Springhill Road Great
opportunity to build approved to
setting for 8.41 acre location.
Design in place by AIA James
Wright. Road & utilities all at site.
City approval for approach & layout
dimensions. $879,000

LAFAYETTE

A T s AT BT,
3957 Woodside Court Situated
on .83ac park-like lot adj. to Laf.
Reservoir w/private gate to Res.
Redwds, azaleas, fruit trees &grapes.
Best views! Updated kitchen
&master ba. Hdwd flrs. Spacious

family room. $1,595,000

LAFAYETTE

858 Mountain View Drive
Wonderful, spacious Contemporary
5bd +ofc +bonus rm, 3.5ba, 4280sf
home. Peaceful retreat yet mins to

town. Views, walls of glass, beaut.

updated. In-law potential. Top rated
schools. $1,795,000

LAFAYETTE

15 Vla Magnalena

Mid century classic .8 acre Happy
Valley home designed by owner/
architect. Preserved high beam
ceilings, walls of glass & every rm
opens to gorgeous priv. yard, pool.

Bonus suite. $1,850,000

LAFAYETTE

5 Burton Vista Court
Spectacular 7bd/9+ba, 8986sf estate
w/ luxury amenities in all grand
oversized spaces. Premium 2.25ac
parcel w/sport court, pool & pavilion
w/kitchen, dressing rooms &

showers. $5,599,000

OAKLAND

11 Reata Place

Rockridge charmer! 2465 sq. ft.
3bd/2ba home w/1 bd/1ba in-law
unit. Mid-century modern, bright
home on a cul-de-sac. Walk to
Chabot Elementary, College Avenue
& Bart! $995,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on [ Sunday Open Homes |
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