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Tom Steuber Named
Lafayette Citizen of  the Year
By Cathy Tyson

Doing good deeds seems to
come naturally to longtime

Lafayette resident Tom Steuber, who
has served for a dozen years and
counting as scoutmaster for
Lafayette’s Troop 204.

      
Thanks to his dedication to the

community and beyond, Steuber was
named Citizen of the Year and will be
honored at a dinner at the Lafayette
Park Hotel on March 18.  

      
An avalanche of letters was re-

ceived to support his nomination, all
with glowing praise.  “I have seen
firsthand how Tom helps guide boys
into productive and caring young men
with patience, respect and determina-
tion,” wrote Mary Newman.   “So
many young men have benefitted
having Tom take the time to be in-
volved with their lives and often dif-
ficult journeys as Boy Scouts. He has
taught each boy to honor himself, his
family and the role as a citizen of the
world.” 

      
Past president of Boy Scouts of

America and Lafayette resident Rick
Cronk calls Steuber “inspirational,
truly remarkable,” and wrote that he
is a world-class scoutmaster, mentor-
ing over 100 Eagle Scouts during his
tenure, which is nearly unheard of.

      
Scores of local families know

Steuber best as a legendary scoutmas-
ter.  He describes himself was an un-
likely candidate at first blush, having
never camped as a kid, and with no
prior experience as a Boy Scout.  “I
started at the bottom and worked in
most every position,” recalls Steuber,
admitting that he was “very apprehen-
sive” about taking on the role.

      
The family’s male babysitter, a

rarity especially in those days, was
kind enough to invite Kirk Steuber,
who was then in fifth grade along
with dad, Tom, to a Troop 204 meet-
ing.  

      
The outgoing scoutmaster saw

that with three sons spanning a fairly
broad age range, Steuber could offer
continuity, along with honesty and en-
thusiasm for many years to come.
Kirk Steuber is now almost 26 years
old, daughter Katherine is now 24,
Justin, 20, is now a sophomore at
University of Nevada, Reno and
youngest son Jared, 14, is in eighth
grade.  

      
Being scoutmaster is quite a time

commitment.  Every Monday
evening during the school year, you
can find Steuber at the historic log
cabin built in 1948 on School Street
in Lafayette.  The cabin was sinking
due to age, the soil and the type of
original foundation, but thanks to
fundraising and an Indiegogo cam-
paign, the cabin was raised with jacks
and a new flat solid foundation was
installed in 2014.  Steuber calls it a
central part of local Scouts’ identity

and the ultimate kids’ clubhouse.

      
In addition, there are also regular

meetings with parents, along with the
monthly boys’ leadership meetings,
one big activity every month, along
with the Camporee and the major
event of the year – the Eagle Court of
Honor, which happens to fall on the
day after the Citizen of the Year din-
ner event.  Just last month, Troop 204
went snow camping in the Sierras and
built cave-like snow shelters.

      
As the name suggests, the popular

“50-Miler” backpack trip every sum-
mer is no walk in the park.  Scouts
from sixth to 10th grade, along with
dads and, of course, Steuber, hike 50
miles over eight days. 

      
The goal of all the meetings, ac-

tivities and outings is to develop lead-
ership skills, be comfortable in the
wilderness and, most importantly,
gain a “perspective beyond yourself.”
Overall, Steuber says being scout-
master “has just been a great experi-
ence for me.”  He credits the support
of fantastic parents.

      
With a high percentage of the

Lamorinda Scouts earning the top
rank of Eagle Scout, a very energetic
senior patrol – there are seven patrols
within troop 204, each with eight to
10 boys, and an active alumni group
– Steuber is now working on a grad-
ual exit strategy.  He figures he has
two years left as scoutmaster, then an-
ticipates a transitional year as the next
official scoutmaster gets up to speed.

      
Of course all this scouting com-

munity service is squeezed into his
“free” time, when he is not busy as
president of Associated Services – an
office refreshment business started by
his parents, Hal and Diane Steuber,
back in 1972.  The business now has
6,000 customers and 130 employees.  

      
Aside from his many responsibil-

ities as scoutmaster, under Steuber’s
leadership Associated Services has
given away over $100,000 through its
Classroom Scholarship Program over
the past seven years.  The program
gives grants for school supplies for
teachers to use in underprivileged
classrooms and offers funding for
field trips in schools from San Jose to
Santa Rosa to Sacramento.  

      
Hard to imagine anyone more de-

serving than hometown hero Tom
Steuber, who will be given the special
Citizen of the Year award by the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
with co-sponsor, the Lamorinda
Weekly.  

      
The Citizen of the Year celebra-

tory dinner will be held Friday, March
18 at the Lafayette Park Hotel where
friends, family, neighbors and former
Scouts are welcome. Cocktails are at
6 p.m.; dinner is at 7 p.m.  Reserva-
tions can be made at the chamber of-
fice or by phone at (925) 284-7404.

Tom Steuber Photo provided

Acalanes Principal Resigns
The Acalanes Union High

School District on March 3 an-
nounced the resignation of Acalanes
High School principal Allison Sil-
vestri, who will be leaving her posi-
tion as of June 30.  According to
AUHSD Superintendent John Nick-

erson, parent input will be sought and
the screening and interviewing
process will take place in early April.
The district hopes to identify the next
Acalanes principal by the middle of
April. - J.Wake
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Positively Charming
233 La Espiral, orinda

originally built in 1949, this absolutely
delightful turn-key 3BD/2BA, 1,254+/-sf home
has been remodeled throughout and oozes
charm. A fabulous wraparound backyard
enjoys a creekside setting with a large level
grass area, stone patio and deck.

233LaEspiral.com Call for more information

Moraga Charmer   
17 thune Avenue, moraga 

Delightful 4BD/2BA turn-key property on a
quiet moraga street. Enjoy the spacious
floorplan of this 2,167+/-sf home that includes
a beautiful kitchen with breakfast bar open to
the family room. situated on a lovely .22+/-ac
lot with large flat backyard and play structure.

17thuneAve.com offered at $1,275,000

Orinda Hilltop Estate   
60 Donald Drive, orinda 

magnificent 5,627+/- sf private oasis with
unparalleled panoramic views that exudes
warmth & stylish living. this custom one-level
home with 4BD plus an In-Law/teen suite and
4.5BA also enjoys a detached building that is
perfect for an exercise room or office. situated
on a phenomenal 2.39+/-ac lot.

60DonaldDrive.com offered at $3,200,000

ComING sooN

PENDING 

w/muLtIPLE offErs 

AVAILABLE




