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St. Mary’s Golf: WCC Champs Prepare for NCAA Championship Bid
By Dean Boerner

On the Saint Mary’s College 
campus, amid high-profile 

programs like basketball and base-
ball, exists a bunch that lack in 
fanfare but brim with success. That 
group would be head coach Scott 
Hardy’s golf team, now winners 
of three out of the last five WCC 
Championships. 
	 That accomplishment came 
in Danville last month, when the 
Gaels obliterated the field at Black-
hawk Country Club. They finished 
the contest 25-under par, leaving 
their closest competitor, Pepper-
dine, 23 strokes behind in the dust. 
	 “When you play golf as a team 
sport, so much of it is about mo-
mentum,” Hardy said. “We got off 
to a good start and started to build 
that confidence.” 
	 Like many great teams, the 
Gaels have a great player leading 
the way. Jonathan De Los Reyes, 
the WCC co-Player of the Year, 
shot a 64 the first day and nev-

er looked back. The senior shot 
19-under par, 11 strokes better than 
the second-place finisher. 
	 “Johnny is the first player I’ve 
had who really doesn’t have any 
weaknesses,” said Hardy, who’s in 
his sixteenth year at Saint Mary’s. 
“He can play well on any type of 
course, and I think that’s what 
makes him such a good player.” 
	 But even the talent of De Los 
Reyes doesn’t come close to solely 
explaining the Gaels’ success on 
the course this season. From top to 
bottom, the Gaels can flat-out play. 
	 “We’re all just as capable as one 
another to shoot a good number,” 
said sophomore Connor Blick. 
Blick, a native of Danville, finished 
in eight place overall at 2-under for 
the tournament. 
	 Fellow sophomore Perry Co-
hen also shined in the champion-
ships, going 4-under and ending 
up tied for fifth. Out of the eight 
golfers who shot below par in the 

tournament, three of them were 
Gaels. Junior Hunter Rappleye and 
sophomore Pavan Sagoo failed to 
crack the top ten, but they both had 
impressive showings throughout 
the season.
	 Rappleye finished tied for fifth 
in the tournament preceding the 
conference championships, while 
Sagoo set the lowest 54-hole score 
in program history during the fall, 
shooting a 197 in the Nick Watney 
Invitational. 
	 “Our key is that we don’t have 
a guy in our starting lineup ranked 
outside the top 400,” explained 
Hardy. “There are 3000 Division I 
golfers, so to have all of ours in the 
top 400 is really solid. They’re all 
capable.” 
	 The numbers support Hardy’s 
claim. Although they’re ranked a 
modest 51st in the nation, the Gaels 
sport the fifth-best scoring average 
in the nation at 72.00, and they’ve 
tallied a nation-best 584 birdies. 

Now, after a program-high four 
tournament wins this season, the 
next step for Hardy’s group will 
be the NCAA Regional Champion-
ships beginning on May 16. 
	 While the Gaels are assured an 
automatic bid thanks to their con-
ference victory, they don’t learn 
until May 5 where they’ll play. All 
they know for sure is that they’ll 
playing for spot in NCAA Champi-
onships, something they don’t take 
lightly. 
	 “I’m looking forward for a 
chance to play in Nationals,” said 
De Los Reyes. “All I can look for-
ward to is the chance to play in Na-
tionals again, because that’s really 
why we’re playing.” 
	 De Los Reyes stands as the last 
player remaining from the 2013 
team that reached that pinnacle. 
Younger players like Sagoo, who 
last year as a freshman performed 
well in Regionals, will also join in 
this year’s quest.

	 “Obviously there’s some really 
good teams there, and it’s going to 
be a really good experience,” said 
Sagoo. 
	 Last season, the Gaels ended 
day one in fourth place, positioned 
nicely for a chance to be one of five 
teams that advanced to Nationals. 
They ended up finishing eighth, but 
the Gaels are eager to improve on 
that number. 
	 “The ultimate goal of Nationals 
is so close,” said Blick. “It’s just a 
few good rounds away.” 
	 Hardy believes that as long as 
the Gaels play to their potential, 
they’ll end up where they’re sup-
posed to be. 
	 “We just need to get out of our 
own way,” he stressed. “They’re 
going to be nervous, but if they can 
just play golf and rely on the fact 
that we have five good players, I 
think we’ll do fine.”

Open Top Finishes
Place	 Name	 City	 Gender	 Age Group	 Time
	 1	 Steve Fung	 Orinda CA	 M	 1/14 40-44	 1:06:00
	 2	 Tayler Hockett	 Rohnert Park CA	 M	 1/6 30-34	 1:10:05
	 3	 Dean Woerner	 Martinez CA	 M	 1/18 50-54	 1:11:33
	 4	 Brad Crow	 Danville CA	 M	 2/14 40-44	 1:12:16
	 5	 Steve Trutane	 Albany CA	 M	 2/18 50-54	 1:13:55
	 6	 William Workman		  M	 1/17 45-49	 1:14:00
	 7	 Jon Waide		  M	 2/17 45-49	 1:17:12
	 8	 Nat Weber		  M	 1/7 55-59	 1:17:13
	 9	 Xavier Frippiat		  M	 3/17 45-49	 1:17:41
	 10	 Mikael Rudolfsen		  M	 3/14 40-44	 1:18:26
	 11	 Jim Shepherd	 Lafayette CA	 M	 4/17 45-49	 1:19:43

	 14	 Elizabeth Kravtchenko	 San Mateo CA	 F	 1/6 12-19	 1:20:13

	8 - 11 Year Olds	
Place	 Name	 Time
	 1	 Zoe Petty	 14:04
	 2	 Robbie Horst	 14:25
	 3	 Amanda Kayari	 14:59
	 4	 Matteo Petty	 15:14
	 5	 Carley Hudson	 15:45
	 6	 Alexandra Goett	 16:00
	 7	 Isaac Jamgotchian	 16:02
	 8	 Charlie Bonneville	 16:13
	 9	 Liesel Hilkemeyer	 16:17
	 10	 Ava Martinez	 16:23

5 - 7 Year Olds		
Place	 Name	 Total Time
	 1	 Santiago Vignoles	 6:51
	 2	 Garrett Joyce	 7:06
	 3	 Madeline Phan	 7:17
	 4	 Joseph Goett	 8:00
	 5	 Andreas Rudolfsen	 8:48
	 6	 Ryan Williams	 9:01
	 7	 Sivani Merlo	 9:18
	 8	 Ryan Erickson	 9:22
	 9	 Eloise Gafni	 9:27
	 10	 Elliot Chesney-Adam	 9:33

	Relay Teams	
Place	 Name	 Time
	 1	 Dicks/Underwood/Hamilton	 1:16:02
	 2	 Berg/Keaton	 1:16:40
	 3	 Newby/Smith/Newby	 1:22:59
	 4	 Christensen/Christensen/Levine	 1:48:44
	 5	 Wolff/Keeter/Olsen	 1:50:54

Steve Fung, Orinda at the finishing line
Photos Gint Federas

Stephanie Williams, Moraga came in 25th Elizabeth Kravtchenko, San Mateo first female Former Lamorinda Weekly writer Andrea Firth

Moraga Triathlon Results

See all resuts at:
www.moragatri.com/

OBA 11U Boys Win St. Patty’s Day Tournament
Submitted by Nikki Bird

The OBA 11U 680 
baseball team won the 
All World Baseball’s St. 
Patrick’s Day Tourna-
ment in Fremont March 
19-20.

Back, from left: Coach 
Todd Meyer, Manager 
Paul Dolan, Coach Sean 
O’Brien Middle row: Luke 
Duncan, Shepard Rom-
ary, John Williams, Louis 
Giles, Bennett Leary, 
Brian Dolan Front Row: 
Nathan Meyer, Max Fried-
man, Keoni Wong, Michael 
Bohm, Riley Bird Not 
pictured: Nolan O’Brien
	 Photo provided

Correction issue 4, April 20, 2016
2015-2016 DFAL All League, Winter Sports
The list for Boy’s Basketball missed under Honorable Mention:
	 Jesse Marlow, junior (Acalanes)

Del Rey Taekwando Winner
Submitted by Barry Mosteller

Photo Barry Mosteller

Barron Mosteller from Del Rey 
Elementary in Orinda won a 

Silver Medal at the California State 
Taekwondo Championship in Fres-
no recently. He fought flyweight 
under 30 kilograms in blue belt. He 

qualified for the national Champi-
onship in Richmond, Va. He will be 
fighting this summer in the AAU 
Junior Olympics after winning gold 
at the AAU national qualifier.

Sports Editor Wanted
Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a Sports Editor for our bi-weekly newspaper. Time requirement is approximately 5-6 hours per week. 
Required Qualifications: Excellent writing and communication skills. Ethical and professional. Must be familiar with Lamorinda-area sports. 
Prior editing and newsroom experience helpful, but not required.  
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