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Moraga Faire Celebrates 10 Years of  Family Fun
By Sophie Braccini

Ten years ago a small group 
of Moraga residents became 

engaged in the town’s business in 
a way that was going to have a 
long lasting impact. Ellen Beans, 
a retired resident, took the lead 
on launching the first Art, Wine 
and Merchants’ Faire. It took 
only two months to set up that 
first event that has now become  
a Moraga tradition. As Beans 
says, the merchants, as well as the 
public, are clamoring for it. 
	 This year’s Faire will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on May 14 

at the Rheem Center.
	 Beans remembers the begin-
ning of 2007, when then-coun-
cilmember Lynda Deschambault 
wanted to involve the busi-
nesses in the Moraga Beautiful 
Day event that had been created 
by former mayor Margaret De-
Priester. Beans had just joined 
the Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce and thought that it would 
be a good idea to involve the local 
merchants. A small group of nine 
interested business leaders met 
with her and the idea of the Faire 

took shape. It was March 5, 2007. 
The first Faire took place exactly 
two months later.
	 Ten years later, the Faire is 
now the Moraga Community 
Faire and Car Show. Yet many 
things are still the same. Mike 
Metcalf is the mayor now as he 
was in 2007, and the Chamber 
of Commerce still supports the 
Faire.
	 Beans recalls how the first 
event was split between the two 
shopping centers to spread pos-
sible economic spinoffs. The 
Moraga Center housed the Ener-
gy Faire; the Art, Wine, and Mer-
chant Faire located in the Rheem 
Center showcased 11 artists and 
38 local merchants, and a wine 
booth with about four vintners 
pouring both Lamorinda and area 
wines. Beans and her team esti-
mated that 800 people attended 
the first Faire. Last year’s count 
was 2,500 visitors, and about 80 
merchants, including the Lamor-
inda Wine Growers Association.
	 For the second year many of 
the staple items were added: the 
musical entertainment — most of 
it local; games and activities for 
children; food — first from local 
restaurants now food trucks. This 
year, the Saint Mary’s Jazz Band 
will be on stage, as well as the 
Joaquin Moraga Middle School 

Jazz Band, the West Coast Swing 
Dancers, and Rosemarie and The 
Rhythm Riders. To close the day, 
Chinese folk dancers from the 
Contra Costa Chinese Cultural 
Enrichment Organization will 
showcase authentic regional Chi-
nese folk dances with colorful au-
thentic costumes. 
	 The popular car show was 
added in 2010 and now features 
70 trophy cars. 

	 Beans’ organizational team 
has grown so she can envision 
passing the baton in a year or two.
	 The team is planning to have 
this year’s theme to be about wa-
ter. No more bottled water will 
be sold on site, while a giant blue 
“water monster” will refill any-
one’s container at will.
	 ... continued on page A11
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Maps of garage sale locations and
more information available at

www.moragarec.com

Saturday, May 16
Featuring multiple residential sales

throughout Moraga
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Saturday, May 21
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