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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

By Cynthia Brian

In My stter 5 Garden—A Wzszful Romp through a Drought-Resistant Oasis

A whtmszcal corner featuring wagon wheels, butterﬂtes, and a grand mixture of petunias, roses,

geraniums, sweet William, iris, and more. Photo Cynthia Brian

"Spring is the time of the year, when it is summer in the sun and winter in the

shade.” - Charles Dickens

One of the great things about growing up on a farm in the boondocks is
that your tribe is your family. We five siblings were as thick as thieves

as we climbed trees, worked the fields, pulled fences, drove tractors, branded

cattle, and planted the spring garden. We played, we quarreled, and we dug in

the dirt together. By the time May arrived, we ached to get our hands grubby
in the vegetable patch. Waiting for the vegetables to sprout and be harvested
taught us patience and responsibility. Of course, Mom’s beautiful flower gar-
dens would already be abloom by this time of year getting us into constant
trouble because we were forever picking bouquets not only for her, but, for
teachers, 4-H leaders, and Sunday masses.

As we grew into adults, our love of the earth grew as well. Following in
the big shoes of my father, my brother continued the family tradition of being a
farmer and has one of the most beautiful vineyards in the county. Our mother’s
love of gardening instructed the gardens of her girls.

Recently I walked with my sister Debbie through her eclectic garden.
There is a saying that “you can take the girl out of the country, but you can nev-
er take the country out of the girl.” With Deb, she’s never left the land where we
were born. Sheis a country cowgirl through and through. She’s always adorned
with her cowboy hat, rodeo belt buckle, and boots! She hunts, fishes, grows her
food, and would have relished being a pioneer in the 1870s.

... continued on page D12
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MORAGA - Horse Lovers 1.31 Flat Acres

This amazing
I.31acre level
property features
approx. 4,000sf
of living space
and includes
5-bdrms and
4-baths, bonus
room, gourmet
kitchen and pri-
vate bedroom
wings. Expansive
entertaining spac-
es effortlessly
connect with
multiple outdoor
patios and an in-
credible sparkling
saltwater and
solar-heat pool
with cascading
waterfall and
nearby fire pit.
Just a few more
steps and horse
lovers will enjoy
the expansive
corrals, arena,
three-stall barn
and tack room.
Offered at
$2,895,000

Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle

925.254.1212

TheBeaubelleGroup.com

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322

ell Banker Real Estatc LLC. An Equal Opportunity
'y of NRT LLC. CalBRE Li 01908304
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Lastreported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 19 $590,000 $3,500,000
MORAGA 15 $360,000 $1,700,000
ORINDA 19 $825,000 $2,850,000
Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
LAFAYETTE

11 El Cajon, $1,725,000, 5 Bdrms, 3934 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 4-21-16;
Previous Sale: $340,000, 03-11-88

3263 Elvia Street, $1,385,000, 4 Bdrms, 2403 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 4-22-16;
Previous Sale: $489,000, 05-30-97

3119 Gloria Terrace, $1,255,000, 4 Bdrms, 2589 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 4-19-16

3134 Indian Way, $1,355,000, 4 Bdrms, 2468 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 4-11-16;
Previous Sale: $468,000, 12-17-93

3261 Marlene Drive, $590,000, 2 Bdrms, 1160 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 4-5-16;
Previous Sale: $555,000, 08-27-15

3412 McEllen Court, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1951 SqFt, 1953 YrBIt, 4-15-16

858 Mountain View Drive, $1,780,000, 7 Bdrms, 4280 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 4-5-16;
Previous Sale: $400,500, 06-06-86

3350 North Lucille Lane, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2923 SqFt, 2011 YrBlt, 4-12-16;
Previous Sale: $490,000, 01-22-10

1146 Palomares Court, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 1552 SqFt, 1935 YrBlt, 4-22-16;
Previous Sale: $377,000, 12-15-97

3875 Quail Ridge Road, $1,614,000, 6 Bdrms, 3830 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 4-12-16

3155 Sandalwood Court, $1,605,000, 4 Bdrms, 2174 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 4-8-16

599 Sky Highway Circle, $1,730,000, 4 Bdrms, 3025 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 4-6-16;
Previous Sale: $923,000, 08-25-00

877 Solana Drive, $1,407,000, 4 Bdrms, 2525 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 4-5-16;
Previous Sale: $700,000, 04-06-01

4025 Tilden Lane, $1,920,000, 4 Bdrms, 3282 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 4-8-16;
Previous Sale: $579,000, 08-02-96

1054 Vista Bella, $1,712,000, 4 Bdrms, 3542 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 4-11-16;
Previous Sale: $1,701,000, 04-07-16

653 Sky Ranch Court, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2914 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 4-20-16;
Previous Sale: $555,000, 12-17-97

3553 South Silver Springs Road, $1,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 2593 SqFt,
1955 YrBlt, 4-20-16

1227 Upper Happy Valley Road, $2,700,000, 5 Bdrms, 5502 SqFt,
1954 YrBlt, 4-18-16

1141 Vallecito Court, $3,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 4607 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 4-22-16;
Previous Sale: $870,000, 10-10-03

... continued on page D10
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KURT PIPER GROUP

Upper Happy Valley Estate

1005 Timothy Lane, Lafayette
+ 5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms + 1.02+ landscaped lot with pool
+ 4868+ square feet + Prime close-in location

Offered at $2,495,000 | Just Listed

Quiet & Serene Setting

B T e

496 Silverado Drive, Lafayette
* 4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms + .69+ acre lot featuring natural beauty
* 2400+ square feet + Minutes to Burton Valley open space

Offered at $1,199,000 | Just Listed

* 5 Bedrooms, 2 Full & 2 % Bathrooms
+ 3000+ square feet

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

License # 0186677

Flat .85+ acre

28 Dos Encinas, Orinda
+ 854 acre flat lot with pool
+ Quiet court in prime South Orinda

Offered at $1,495,000 | Available

+ Charming cottage on flat .32+ acre lot
* One of the most desirable locations

3340 Victoria Ave, Lafayette

Endless expansion possibilities
+ Once in a life-time opportunity

Offered at $1,100,000 | Coming Soon

Visit our new website at

KURT PIPER

¥ 925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01130308

luvlamorinda.com

KPG

KURT PIPER GROUP




STILL #1 FOR A REASON

o LamorlndasBest
Realtor

27 La Noria, Orinda * Just Lls’ced Call to View!

Located in the heart of Orinda Country Club, this landmark 7BR/5BA, 5009+ sq. ft. Orinda estate is located
PACIFIC on a treasured .80% acre private parcel. This enchanting estate has been beautifully updated and includes charming
UNION guest quarters, pool house with kitchen and full bath, pool, and magical gardens for all to enjoy year-round.

: : Offered at $5,895,000 ¢ LandmarkOrindaEstate.com

License #: 01866771 D) anaGr eenTeam.com License # 01482454

Did you hear about Rochelle and Erin?

Hochelle and Erin sold our property for us, and they were
amazmg I had very little time, and they handled everything!
They were emme:ly lﬂlOWledgeable and
incredibly accomodating during a very busy time for us. They were
honest, straight-forward and did a great job
selling our place. We had an offer within 48 hours of our open house

(for a price above asking). I would DEFINITELY use
-

-Rachel

' = .- -
ROCHELLE ER'N ; : = \ M...-L ﬁanENTEDBLwEH
Rochelle Williams // 415.899.5420 = A

Erin McCoin // 415.370.8874 SOLD—— —r
ww.RochelleandErin. PACIFIC A - >
www.RochelleandErin.com UNIC‘}N Lafayetteml#%

CHAISTIES
BRE#01460995 /f 01410378
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Westside Alamo Dream Location 100 Via Copla, Alamo Offered at $1,595,000

o : i T P
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In the heart of Alamo close to the Iron Horse Trail and Rancho Romero School lies the perfect home with space to spread out and enjoy the best the

area has to offer.With five bedrooms (including one with it’s own entrance and full bath) and three and half bath on a large, level lot there’s space for
all. Features include hardwood flooring, granite countertops, vaulted ceilings, dual-pane windows, professional-grade stainless appliances and more.

Just Sold -- Represen

rF ‘ﬁ.\\ ._

=

2588 Oak #239,Walnut Creek

Sold with multiple offers -- $1,438,000  Sold over asking with 10-day close -- $500,000
4 bedroom with large, level yard and pool in the Campo- 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath condo with WC schools and close
lindo neighborhood. to BART.

Just Sold -- Just Sold - Represented Buyer

=" £ 't:

Michelle Holcenberg

michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663

CalBRE#01373412

Wendy Holcenberg

wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630

CalBRE#00637795

238 Paeo Bernal, Moraga $835,000 18 Amanda Lane, Lafayette $1,425,000
3 bedroom, 2.5 bath townhome close to park and Charming downtown living. 10-year-old home.Walk to
shopping. shops, restaurants and more.

COLDWELL
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Spring inventory is blooming.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell
Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Eacﬁ Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are
independent contractor sales associates and are not emplozm of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage or NRT'LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Call us today so we can help you find the perfect place to call home.
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Feng Shui

Don’t Get Burned By the Fire Element This Summer
B ele Duffy

Summer is just around the corner, and this is the perfect time for spruc-
ing up your outdoor living spaces. Place cushions on furniture, switch
on outdoor battery candles, landscape, paint patios or upgrade your yards,
and light up outdoor kitchens, all in anticipation of more outdoor fetes
and welcoming summer with open arms.

Your home is a reflection of you, so take a peek in the rooms — some
inside and some outdoors — so your home’s spaces are ready to go this
summer.

The warmer days of summer begin soon and so will the warm fire el-
ement. We must know how to effectively control the fire element of this
2016 Fire Monkey year and avoid any burn-out from too much of a great
thing.

Control the Fire Element
First, summer is ruled by the fire element and with all the additional gath-
erings the warmer weather suggests, you should enhance your front en-
trance lighting to be sure guests and family can access your home with
ease.

Remember that the color red represents the fire element and so cool-
ing it down is important. Cut back a bit of the red pillows, towels and ac-
cents in favor of cooler blues, agave green, turquoise — these will balance
nicely the general living areas of your residence.

You can further balance the fire element with earth tones like yellow,

Spring and summer backyard gatherings are timely with large dining areas like the one at this Sunjams orange and brown. In the Five Elements Theory fire creates earth so con-
Foundation concert in Orinda. Photo provided ~ versely, earth also drains fire. ... continued on page D8

Looking to Buy or Sell?

Chad Morrison I look forward to assisting
INTERNATIONAL DIAMOND SOCIETY you wz/th your real eState

BAY AREATOP 100 oy
Direct: 925.253.4650 needs in 2016

Mobile: 925.330.1416

chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com
www.sellinglamorinda.com

% ©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are inde-
CalBRE# 01905614 pendent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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He's All About New Listings in May

2 Van Ripper Lane, Orinda 10 Van Tassel Lane, Orinda
6 Bedrooms | 4 Bathrooms | 4423 Sq. Ft. | 1.02 Acre 3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 2214 Sq. Ft. | 1.06 Acre

62 Hacienda Circle, Orinda
4 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 1841 Sq. Ft. | .41 Acre 3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 2000 Sq. Ft. | .76 Acre

All homes will be open this Sunday, May 22nd

~—CLARKTHOMPSON— | (Jx{URY

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

Office: 925-254-8585 ct@clarkthompson.com
www .clarkthompson.com

CALBRE# 00903367
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Feng Shui
Don’t Get Burned By the Fire Element This Summer

... continued from page D6

This summer try to include water features, but be safe and smart. While the water element is the ul-
timate controller of the hot fire element of summer, remember to be mindful of all conservation and safety
issues to enjoy the water element fully.

You can immerse yourself in water by changing up your décor to include more blues and greens,
adding wavy art pieces or photos of water, like from the Lafayette Reservoir.

Kitchen Tips
What are the primary areas of Feng Shui redesign in our homes during summer with the dominating fire el-
ement? The fire element is right at home in the kitchen and plays a major role with both indoor and outdoor
stoves and grills, especially convenient and smart with the warmer summer days. All this yummy warmth
is nicely countered and balanced by preparing in our kitchens cooler liquids to further balance our own per-
sonal Qi. Be sure to have fresh, cooler greens on hand. And it’s no wonder why Gelato tastes best in summer.

Your kitchen should ideally be a focus for de-cluttering with color pops to be more of a gathering
place. Allow the kitchen to sparkle this time of year, adorned with fresh flowers and fruit. Finish your kitch-
en projects in spring to fully enjoy this area in summer.

Place seating and stools so while finishing touches are placed on a meal, there is an ease to visiting,
celebrating and connecting with others.

Cooling salads, fresh vegetables, and artisanal local fare allow guests to be nourished seasonally. It is
great Feng Shui to mix things up a bit, so create a custom beverage as a signature gift to your guests. Kitchen
counters adorned with colorful glass pitchers of mint Meyer lemon water or Sun Tea sweetened with local

honey are especially nice. It’s easy to grow both mint and fruit in pots near your kitchen, and placing fresh
flowers from a farmers’ market on kitchen islands brings the season indoors. ; . : .
Hummingbirds attract positive Qi so make them feel welcome
with a feeder. Photo provided

Don’t Forget Dining Areas
Next are the dining areas, indoors and out, which can also be an extension of your kitchen this time of year.
Remember to create plenty of outdoor dining areas, plus grilling areas, too. Create gathering places for
shared late-night conversations after sumptuous meals under the stars or outdoor string lights.

Outdoors, summer is the very best time to incorporate many clever Feng Shui elements with passion
and flair, but especially a feng shui water feature will work hard to balance Fire Qi. Also, creating livable,
conversationally arranged seating and social spots with outdoor solar lights twinkling on starlit evenings,
and meditative areas with jasmine or orange blooms wafting in the soft summer breeze, creates great feng
shui and outdoor spaces that can be fully and completely utilized by all.

Many outdoor areas also include feng shui features like flowering arbors, windchimes and bird baths.
Knowing how to place and arrange pieces to produce desired results is the key to auspicious feng shui.

For example, to activate the wood element of late spring and abundance, hang a bamboo (and not a
metal) wind chime in the far left area of your yard.

Summer is also time for relaxing under a tree with a lovely book, slowing down to smell the wisteria . 4 e 465, TB M.ES. is an Orinda resident who,
and allowing yourself to recharge a bit. If you can make it to the beach, swim in the salty sea, which will  since 1999, enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng
allow you to be truly cool when the warm sun fills the summer sky — and who doesn’t want more of that?  Shui one space at a time, as well as hiking in nature, cook-
If you can’t make it to the beach, a backyard pool will do. ing, and spending time with her family; Canyon Ranch

. . . . Feng Shui Master, International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG)
And with th h 1l 11 h 1 & ’ &
d with these tips your home will be ready to allow you to retreat and recharge properly, without Red Ribbon Professional. To schedule a professional

getting burned by the fire element. 2015 Feng Shui Consultation, contact Michele at (520)
647-4887 or send an email to spaceharmony@gmail.com.



CBtti

arniras
&2

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, | want
my clients to live well at every stage of their lives. I'll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next. This is my promise.

RFAL ESTATE

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282

patti.camras@camoves.com
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

coLbDWeELL
BANKEGR O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An

Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real

estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Visit our new retail showroom
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Plumbing ¢ Tile « Lighting
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Present this ad to receive
$250 off any therapy or freestanding tub
'.?'T E;‘T‘I .II o=

Qualifying exclusive collections include:

%BainUltl‘a KALLISTA JASON victoria (P albert”

Minimum purchase $2,000. Cannot be combined with another offer. Does not
apply to trade pricing. Discount is applied at time of purchase. Expires 6/1/16.

Douglah Designs « 3535 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
925-284-1772 + DouglahDesigns.com « Lic. 962876
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded ... continued from page D2

MORAGA
1930 Ascot Drive, $725,000, 2 Bdrms, 1613 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-14-16
205S Ascot Drive #106, $360,000, 2 Bdrms, 1076 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 4-7-16; Previous Sale: $330,000, 08-13-04
35 Ashford Place, $1,510,000, 4 Bdrms, 2267 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 4-18-16; Previous Sale: $159,000,
951 Augusta Drive, $1,185,000, S Bdrms, 3969 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 4-6-16; Previous Sale: $750,000, 06-21-96
1477 Camino Peral, $572,000, 2 Bdrms, 1265 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-12-16; Previous Sale: $422,500, 03-01-04
731 Crossbrook Drive, $1,371,000, 4 Bdrms, 2897 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 4-7-16; Previous Sale: $567,000, 06-10-94
2121 Donald Drive #8, $435,000, 2 Bdrms, 1224 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 4-13-16; Previous Sale: $163,000, 05-07-92
422 Fernwood Drive, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2898 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 4-19-16; Previous Sale: $435,000, 01-19-94
5 Fieldbrook Place, $1,315,000, 4 Bdrms, 2045 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 4-8-16
18 Fieldbrook Place, $1,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 2262 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 4-19-16; Previous Sale: $850,000, 08-29-14
25 Ross Drive, $1,255,000, 4 Bdrms, 1979 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 4-13-16; Previous Sale: $850,000, 09-01-11
1072 Sanders Drive, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2333 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 4-5-16; Previous Sale: $539,000, 06-08-00
142 Selborne Way, $1,127,000, 4 Bdrms, 1991 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 4-7-16
25 Tamarisk, $1,080,000, 3 Bdrms, 2172 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 4-19-16; Previous Sale: $869,000, 07-26-07
17 Thune Avenue, $1,275,000, 4 Bdrms, 2167 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 4-22-16; Previous Sale: $1,135,000, 03-18-14
ORINDA
100 Acacia Drive, $825,000, 3 Bdrms, 1829 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 4-15-16; Previous Sale: $200,000, 10-31-01
3 Briones View, $1,230,000, 2 Bdrms, 1477 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-13-16; Previous Sale: $960,000, 07-21-04
8 Camino Del Diablo, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 3252 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 4-22-16; Previous Sale: $1,750,000, 05-30-03
31 Crestview Drive, $1,875,000, 5 Bdrms, 3275 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 4-8-16; Previous Sale: $390,000, 02-23-95
60 Donald Drive, $2,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 5250 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 4-15-16
55 Donna Maria Way, $1,277,000, 4 Bdrms, 2576 SqFt, 1952 YrBIt, 4-15-16
7 East Altarinda Drive, $1,685,000, 3 Bdrms, 2001 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 4-12-16; Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 05-30-08
23 Frogs Leap Way, $2,495,000, 5 Bdrms, 3906 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 4-19-16; Previous Sale: $750,000, 08-15-14
42 Haciendas Road, $1,675,000, 3 Bdrms, 2369 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 4-21-16; Previous Sale: $1,420,000, 01-05-11
249 Ivy Place, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1994 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 4-5-16
88 La Espiral, $1,310,000, 4 Bdrms, 2201 SqFt, 1935 YrBlt, 4-13-16; Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 07-27-07
159 Lombardy Lane, $1,967,500, 4 Bdrms, 3486 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 4-8-16; Previous Sale: $1,555,000, 10-12-12
22 Martha Road, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2090 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 4-8-16; Previous Sale: $735,000, 12-28-01
26 Martha Road, $1,235,000, 3 Bdrms, 1700 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 4-19-16; Previous Sale: $810,000, 05-11-04
310 Miller Court, $2,490,000, 4 Bdrms, 3835 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 4-12-16; Previous Sale: $2,263,500, 07-23-14
141 Orchard Road, $1,121,000, 3 Bdrms, 1843 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 4-19-16; Previous Sale: $959,000, 11-17-06
133 Overhill Road, $988,000, 3 Bdrms, 1321 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 4-6-16; Previous Sale: $80,000, 11-19-76
10 Pico Court, $1,312,000, S Bdrms, 2827 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 4-18-16; Previous Sale: $200,000, 11-18-85
7 Whitehall Drive, $1,252,000, 3 Bdrms, 1630 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 4-8-16; Previous Sale: $799,000, 10-07-10

Local Experfise | Commitment to Customer Service | Innovative Marketing & Design
Buying or Selling in 2016?
Call Leslie today!

DAVID PIERCE

Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct: 925 254 5984

david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

Leslie Lomond
Realtor, MBA and CfYH Certified Color Consultant
CalBRE# 01968517
650.799.2110
llomond@apr.com
www.apr.com/llomond

Sotheby’s

Lafayette Resident | 3 Kids in Lafayette Schools | Active School & Community Volunteer Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated
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B Lafayette S Bestf/

Realtor ealtor -

Coveted 4BR/3.5BA, 31391’ sq. ft. Happy Valley Estate on an incredible level 2.4+ acre
lot with pool & cabana (2 separate parcels). This property provides a rare and incredible
opportunity for you to create your dream home or move-in and enjoy changes over time.

Offered at $4,450,000 ¢ 3654HappyValleyRoad.com

Call to View!

Dana Green

PACIFIC 925.339.1918
UNION License #: 01482454
gHR 1E’S

DanaGreenTeam.com

DO YOU
KNOW PARADISE
EXISTS
RIGHT HERE
IN THE
EAST BAY??

55+ Community =
Visitand Talk to

Your Rossmoor Specialists:

Rossmoor
Realty

Obtaming a Mortgage 1s Not Easy These Days!!

Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group
415-203-6369

Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP

Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs!

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074 i‘-‘),_
@O0

925.932.5432
www.sewerinspections.com

Sewer Inspections & Cleaning

Locally Owned & Operated

38 Years of Experience
Video Inspections & Locating Sewers Unclogged

Overflow Protection Devise Installation Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!
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Digging Deep with
Cynthia Brian

... continued from page D1

Debbie and her husband are the ultimate recyclers and repurposers. With their barn-
yard of adopted animals — pigs, goats, donkeys, chickens, even Texas long horns at one time —
all the weeds and garden cuttings feed the animals and the manure is then recycled back to the
garden. They collect rooftop rain runoff in used wine barrels then pipe it to a storage tank to
help with summer watering. It’s never enough, but every drop helps. Their garden art includes
rusted plows, wooden swings, a plethora of homemade birdhouses, multiple fountains made
from found objects, wagon wheels, antlers, the cutest country chicken coop you ever did see,
and a sleeping shed outfitted with a bear hide, antique fishing gear, pinecones, and found trea-
sures of every sort. From their patio they watch the wildlife on their hillside property — deer,
bobcats, raccoons, turkeys, skunks, and the occasional mountain lion. It’s a playful, restful
garden setting, albeit with a watchful eye for the rattlesnakes that enjoy this oasis as well.

What I love about Debbie’s garden is how it reflects her unique personality, her love
of the land, and her admiration for the history of the Wild West. As we ambled around the
property with her happy dogs in the lead, the songbirds sang, a bevy of butterflies delicately
landed on her flowers, and the koi in the pond swam to the surface to greet me. This time to-
gether immersed in this sustainable landscape nurtured my soul and brought our childhood
memories to vivid life. Although we grow the same plants, shrubs, trees, and succulents in
both of our yards, our designs and esthetics are completely different. And that’s the beauty of
creating a garden, making it your own special paradise where you can find peace, tranquility,
and restoration in tandem with the wild kingdom.

. y L T R P ]
tique plow with a recycled wooden swing is a special place to enjoy sunsets.
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Refinancing? Purchase? 2nd Home?

Page: DI3

Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years.

Call Kat today!

Kat Rider Sales Manager wwisio298
Cell: 925.787.1692 TA
kat.rider@prospectmtg.com

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda

~. . FIVE STAR

>
PROSPECT  woumsues raoressionsl

ble. enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law,
law. Call for details. 3/2015 NMLS ID # 1438399 Orinda Branch

ther applicabl —
or any other applicable ey

East Bay Luxury Home Sales

Rebound in March
Submitted by Steve Maita

fter a slow February, the East Bay’s luxury housing market rebounded in March

with sales nearly tripling from the previous month and jumping more than 21
percent year-over-year, according to a new report by Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage, the Bay Area's leading provider of luxury real estate services.

The figures are based on Multiple Listing Service data of all homes sold for
more than $1.5 million last month in Alameda and Contra Costa counties.

A total of 119 luxury homes changed hands in March, up from 43 sales in Feb-
ruary. Sales were also up 21.4 percent from the 98 transactions in March 2015. The
upper end of the luxury market was strong as well with 44 sales over $2 million, up
from 12 the previous month and 37 a year ago. There were also nine sales over $3
million, up from six a year ago.

Meanwhile, the median sale price of a luxury home last month was down frac-
tionally from a year ago, settling at $1,840,215, off 1.4 percent from March 2015. Last
month’s median sale price was also off slightly from February’s level of $1,850,000.

"The East Bay's luxury housing market turned around nicely in March and con-
tinues to be one of the hottest housing markets in the entire Bay Area," said Mike
James, president of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. "We still can use more
inventory, but there are signs that listings have started picking up. That should help
sales in April and May.”

Some key findings from this month’s Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
luxury report:

«  The most expensive sale in the East Bay last month was five-bedroom, three-
bath approximately 4,400-square-foot home in Lafayette that sold for $3.9 million;
«  DPleasanton and Alamo boasted the most luxury sales with 14 each, followed by
Danville with 12, and Fremont, Lafayette and Oakland with 11 each;

«  Homes sold in an average of 28.9 days on the market, down from 34.8 days a
year ago and 50.9 days the previous month;

o« Sellers received an average of 105 percent of their asking price, up from 104
percent a year ago and 103 percent the previous month.

The East Bay Luxury Housing Market Report is a monthly report by Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage, a specialist in high-end real estate sales. Through its
internationally renowned Coldwell Banker Previews® program, Coldwell Banker is
recognized around the world for its expertise in the luxury housing market.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage has nine East Bay offices serving Berke-
ley, Castro Valley, Danville, Fremont, Oakland, Piedmont, Orinda, Pleasanton, and
Walnut Creek. For more information, please call 925.771.528S.

o S8 et

14 Doral Drive, Moraga

Extraordinary single-level Plan 2 in Moraga Country Club, expanded and
remodeled to perfection. Light & bright with Pella windows and doors
throughout, plantation shutters, crown moulding, vaulted ceilings & floor to-
ceiling built-in bookshelves with rolling ladder. Stunning chef’s kitchen with
Carrara & Calacatta marble and bay window. Surrounded by beautiful patios
and courtyards with fountain, rose garden, trellis, deck & built-in stainless steel
BBQ. At very end with private gate to satellite pool and extra parking spaces.

Offered at $995,000 | 14DoralDrive.com

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925.998.9501

vvarni@pacunion.com %N‘[%ﬁ
rattoandratto.com CITLISTIS

License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Darling Walnut Creek Charmer in the Hill

I This home has been meticulously
165 Montanya Court, Walnut Creek designed and totally rebuilt from
the foundation up in 2007. The 3
bedroom, 2 bathroom,
approximately 1,600SF home sits
= back from the street on a court.
The moment you walk in you are
w enchanted by high ceilings, open
e floor plan, a spacious kitchen
| with Bosch SS appliances and a
walk-in pantry. Walk to BV
Elementary, BART, & downtown.

Offered at $925,000 A turn-key charmer with great
I schools!
Karen Richardson V4 -
CalBRE#01407557 wlk Ix\n-u HARDSON GROUF

925.639.3904
Karen@karenrichardsongroup.com
KarenRichardsonGroup.com “i_

Your Realtor for Life!  ALAIN PINEL
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... continued from page D12

Digging Deep

Tips to Creating Your Own Unique Playground
« Don't over-think it! Make lists of everything you enjoy in a garden then do it.
« Be conservation conscious as well as considerate of nature.

« Be creative. Think swathes, angles, circles, and flow. There is nothing more boring
than a box.
« The hardscape must include natural materials: rocks, gravel, barn wood, shells, or
anything meaningful to you.
« Instead of buying art, repurpose childhood toys, old sinks, even a commode over-
flowing with flowers can be comical.
« Be playful. When you are going to spend time in the outdoors, you want to enjoy
yourself. Allow your personality to shine.
« Add surprises, secret gardens, hedged rooms, anything that will enhance the whim-
sical and magical element to your garden experience.
+ Lead to a focal point or view with meandering paths, walkways, and trails.
« Invite the pollinators; bees, butterflies, and birds by providing housing, nectar flow-
ers, protection, fountains, and ponds.
« Mix it up. For a drought resistant garden, consider an array of beautiful succulents,
cactus, lavender, bulbs, iris, daylily, geraniums, and other plants that will add color,
texture, form, and structure, yet require little maintenance and minimal water.
« A potager, pots, or area designated for edibles and herbs is a must have. There is
nothing better than picking your dinner from your own property.
+  Benches, swings, lounge chairs, umbrellas, and places to unwind, watch the clouds,
savor sunsets, and marvel at the stars make your garden your home.

What’s so fun about our

family gardening experi-
ence is the sharing that
we all do in giving each
other clips, snips, cuttings,
bulbs, and volunteers. We
grow the same specimens
and as we stroll and

TREE SERVICE:

Family owned in
Moraga since 1987

Mulching Trees and Shrubs

Lic.: #611120

ighborhood o

landscapes.
In a natural environment, trees generally do not grow in lawns or meadows and their root
systems do not compete well against lawn grasses. A mulched area around a tree should
be provided for the benefit of the tree. The size of the mulched areas around a tree
depends on the size of the tree.

So don’t wait until it’s too late have a complete inspection by a Certified Arborist at
Advance Tree Service. MO,

Advance Tree Service o
Your Authority on Trees. ¢

925-376-6528

advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com

Your friendly ne admire our handiwork, we
Conserves Water arborists Darren and Lew Edwards can’t remember who gave
Mulching is important for trees and also shrubs. Besides being attractive, mulch can be what to whom first.
used to conserve soil moisture, to buffer soil temperature extremes, to control weeds and
competing vegetation and to replenish organic matter and nutrients in the soil. As I said farewell to my
The majority of landscape trees evolved in a woodland environment with natural mulch sister, she handed me a
around them. Often the practice is to rake up or blow away any natural mulch in a home hand-painted tin filled

with blooming echeveria
from clippings I had given
her a few years before. We

shared a laugh.

The circle of life contin-
ues.

Happy Trails to you.

Edible and fascinating, Debbie cul
cactus.

tivated a.living fence of prickly pear
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Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Fresh Ideas

CHECK irrigation lines and sprinkler systems for leaks. The water district reminds us that our California
drought is not over yet!

RELEASE ladybugs into your garden if you spot aphids. Ladybugs (also called lady beetles) only stay
in a garden when there is sufficient food. If yours fly away, don’t be dismayed. Pat yourself on the
back as your garden is healthier than a neighboring landscape.

TUCK edibles into your flowerbeds. Parsley and garlic chives look especially handsome as a border.

REGROW scallions by sticking the root ends in water after snipping. You'll get a fresh crop very quickly. ‘

SCATTER wildflower seeds in an area where you want a wild, natural appearance. It’s not too late! Cynthia’s n;oth(;r, sister cowgirl Debbie, and Cynthia in the

] . . den.
HARVEST overwintered root crops such as carrots and parsnips before they lose their flavor and robust- gareen

ness.

THIN apples and stone fruit to insure a bigger, healthier
harvest. Leave two to three fruit per cluster.

Happy gardening. Happy growing! M C DO nne 1 1 & Nur SeC y

©2016 — T - ama
Cynthia Brian shop now to receive McDonnell bucks
The Goddess Gardener

Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR

Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at www.StarStyleRadio.com / family owned since 1933

Mother's Day Gifts!

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS

U 925258-9233
FENCES CELL: 510-847-6160

PATIOS
LAWNS LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

A PONDS BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED

& ; HR ER/OPERATOR ¥ INSURED
T ; CLEANUP & OWN %}
wine barrelcolets roofruncf HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM Lic# 818633




Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm

ORINDA

New Listing

19 Glorietta Court Idcal
location on convenient, quiet cul de
sac near 12 years of schools +
commute. Charming well maintained
3bd/2ba on one level with easy
access outside to privacy and

tranquil setting. $935,000

ORINDA

s --_ T Listing

37 Cammo Don Miguel Great
1 level, very well-maintained home set
on gorgeous knoll w/views, privacy
&grassy yard. Fully renovated Chef’s
kitchen adjoins family rm. Separate
studio/ofc. Prime OCC neighborhood.

$1,285,000

ORINDA

I New Listing
9 Fleetwood Court Wonderful
Harold Smith traditional home
located at end of court & backs up to
open space. Hardwood floors,
kitchen with island & dining area.
Formal living, dining + family room.

$1,395,000

ORINDA

Y
213 Overhill Road Wonderfully
remodeled Glorietta home on .5+
acres! State of the art custom kitchen,
high ceilings, Andersen windows &
doors, 4bd/3ba, apx 2350 sf. Close to
town & top rated schools K-12.

$1,549,000

ORINDA

15 Estates Drive Redesigned &
renovated. Living, dining & island
kitchen all in a “Great Room.”
4bd/3ba + study/den. Hardwood
floors. Patio & side yard. Close in
location on .53 acre lot. Top rated

Orinda schools. $1,595,000

111 Bear Ridge Trail Gated
1.22ac lush knoll parcel. Custom
5bd/4.5ba, 3952 sf home w/ light &
bright rooms, walls of windows & high
ceilings. Modern kitchen w/ informal
eating area & adj. family room. Views!

$1,799,000

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

New Lzstmg

352 Dalewood Drive Impressive
Orinda Downs custom home on cul-
de-sac with hill views & majestic
oaks, Chef's kitchen adjoining family
room with 2 private outdoor decks.
Hdwd flrs, vaulted ceilings, + office.

$2,100,000

New Ltstmg

16 La Clntllla Exqu1s1te occ
6bd/6ba two story home located on a
private oak-studded .30ac lot. Vaulted
ceilings, open floor plan, gourmet
kitchen, spacious game room &
private au-pair guest suite.

$2,150,000

MORAGA
. e T

2121 Donald Drive #6 Desirable

Moraga Manor 2 story, 2bd/1.5ba
remodeled 1,224 sf condo with granite
kitchen, fireplace & patio. Steps from
pool & designated parking. Close to
shopping, trails. Top schools!

$445,000

= New Listing

1400 Camlno Peral

Beautiful 3bd/2ba townhome, fresh
paint, two car garage. Conveniently
located near shopping,
transportation, park, trails, and
library.

$685,000

MORAGA MORAGA MORAGA

L New Price

202 Paseo Bernal Beautiful
3bd/3ba end unit, light, bright
w/vaulted ceiling, large downstairs
family room w/bdrm & updated bath,
hdwd flrs throughout, inside laundry &
attached 2-car garage.

$769,000

12 Carnoustle Fabulous end of
cul de sac single family view home.
Master & main living on entry level
w/cathedral ceilings. Updated decks
w/sunrise view. Full CC membership.
Top schools.

$1,100,000

9 Shannon Court

Sanders Ranch estate property over 1.5
acres, 4966 sq. ft., Chef's kitchen,
hardwood, new carpet, fresh paint, pool,
ideal indoor/ outdoor living spaces.

$3,250,000

o | =T

New Listing
1167 Monticello Road
Fabulous mid century contemporary
nestled on gorgeous private level .5+
acre. Walls of glass, soaring ceilings,
open floor plan. 6 spacious bedrms.
Pool, expansive deck, lawn & gardens.

$1,939,000

MORAGA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE WALNUT CREEK

New Listing

30 Tiana Terrace
Super style living on dramatic over-sized
parcel within Tiana enclave of custom
homes. Great style + design integrity
with high quality amenities in/outside.
Total privacy. Mt. Diablo Views!

$2,450,000

I New Listing
1872 Cannon Drive
Beautifully updated townhome in
desirable Skywest. 2bd/2ba, 1263sf,
2-car garage. Move-in ready,
private setting w/patio, oak views &
no rear neighbors. Pool, park,
tennis. Great location!  $530,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on ( Sunday Open Homes |

llage

ASSOCIATES

RE AL

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens 11
Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
Erin Martin
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

ESTATE

ﬂ facebook.com/VillageAssociates

| | twitter.com/villageassoc




