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Campolindo’s Moore Wins 800 Meter at NCS Meet of Champions

By Karl Buscheck

ampolindo  qualified so

many athletes for the NCS
Meet of Champions that head
coach Chuck Woolridge nearly
lost track of just how many made
the cut.

“Well, that’s a good ques-
tion,” Woolridge said. “Let me
count.”

The final tally was 17 and
none did better than junior Niki
Moore during the two-day event
held on May 27 and 28 at Cal’s
Edwards Stadium.

Moore placed in second in
the 800-meter trials on May 27
before winning the finals a day
later — becoming the first Cougar
to accomplish that feat in pro-
gram history.

“Meet of Champions is in-
teresting because you have to
go through trials and then come
back 24 hours later — if you make
it to finals — and perform again,”
Woolridge said. “You have to be
poised and relaxed on Friday.
However, you’re likely to need
to get close to your personal best
to advance on to the final. So,
you’re really trying to expend as
little energy as possible on Fri-
day, but ensure that you make it.”

The boys’ 4x400-meter re-
lay team and senior 800-meter
runner Sarah Cella also both ad-
vanced to the second day of the
Meet of Champions. In the finals,
the relay team placed fifth, while
Cella earned fourth place in the
800-meter race — setting a new
school record.

Including the 4x400-meter
girls’ relay team, which finished
in fourth place in the finals,
Acalanes brought 11 athletes to
Edwards Stadium.

“I think it’s a compliment to
the kids,” head coach John Crain
of bringing so many athletes to
the meet. “On the girls’ side we
knew we were good, it was just a
matter of getting in the right po-
sitions to be able to qualify.”

Senior Julia Lyons — who
qualified for three events — came
in sixth place in the 100-meter
race and earned a trip to the state
meet in the long jump by placing
in third in that competition.

Junior Windy Margerum ran
in sixth place in the 100-me-
ter hurdles, while sophomore
Muppy Gragg — who qualified

for four events — placed seventh
in the 300-meter hurdles. On the
boys’ side, junior Ethan West-
emeier landed in fifth place in the
triple jump finals.

The Mats, who shared the
girls’ DFAL league title with the
Dons, had 10 athletes competing
at Cal.

“Making NCS Meet of Cham-
pions is a great achievement that
a very small percentage of the
team make,” said head coach
Tristan Tool. “The state meet is
much more exclusive.”

From senior Christian Gon-
zales to junior Hannah Fishlow

and freshman Cassy Haskell, Mi-
ramonte had an array of distance
runners harboring state ambi-
tions.

Gonzalaes punched his ticket
to the state meet by finishing in
second place — just half a second
behind Campolindo’s Moore.

Haskell also advanced on to
state, meeting the CIF at-large
standard qualifying time even
though she finished in fifth place
in the 1600-meter finals. Fishlow
ran in seventh place for the Mats.

“The girls distance races were
stacked this season,” Tool said. It
was a stellar field.”

Acalanes Boys Tennis Team Reaches
Semifinals in NorCal State Tournament

By Karl Buscheck
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or the second year in a row, the

Acalanes boys tennis team ad-
vanced to the semifinals of the CIF
Northern California Champion-
ships. And for the second year in a
row, the Dons were knocked out by
the eventual champs.

“Everybody says repeating is
the toughest thing in sports and to
be able to have the motivation to
try to improve on the unbelievable
season that they had last year is

great,” said head coach Stephanee
Lawrence. “And that’s what they
did.”

On May 21, at the Broadstone
Racquet Club in Folsom, the Dons
postseason run came to an end as
the boys lost to St. Ignatius — the
top seed in the tournament.

Throughout the season, a deep
contingent of seniors set the tone
for the Dons. That group included
the likes of DFAL singles champ
Isaiah Bird and NCS Division I
singles runner-up Kyle Everly.

“Isaiah Bird, who played No.
2, actually won the league when he
beat Kyle in the finals,” Lawrence
siad. “He had strong performances
[in the playoffs].

Lawrence also highlighted the
outstanding play of Ryan Cardiff.

“I would say the iron-man most
valuable [player] is Ryan Car-
diff who pulled off a big victory
against [James] Logan that got us
to the state finals,” Lawrence said.
“And he almost pulled off a victory
against Dougherty [Valley] when
we almost beat Dougherty in the
section finals.”

While Bird, Everly and Cardiff
dominated on the singles side, Nico
Brightbill was one of the seniors
who lead the way for the doubles
team.

“I have to compliment him,”
Lawrence said of Brightbill, who
played with fellow senior Conor
McGlynn. “He’s kind of my dou-
bles captain. He could have played
singles or doubles. They were the
best doubles team. They were first
team all-league. They even won
both their matches at the Nor-
Cal State. They won their match
against Davis and they won their
match against Sr. Ignatius, who
was the state champion.”

After back-to-back runs to the
NorCal State semifinals, there’s
no avoiding the reality that a lot
of talented players are departing
the Dons. But the seniors have left
their footprint on the program, as
the prepare to move on to the col-
legiate rank.

Lawrence was thrilled with the
team’s promising future, too. “A
couple of players, like Kyle, has
a younger brother Ryan who’s a
freshman and will move up next
year. Nico has a younger brother
Cole who moved up in doubles,”
Lawrence said. “So, they were able
to mentor — at least their brothers
— for a year (as) seniors to fresh-
man. And I’ll have all these young
brothers coming back next year
who have received this valuable
mentoring from the older players.”

Sign up now!
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¢ Private Swim Lessons

¢ 1, 2 or 3 days per week

¢ Classes in 92° Water

¢ Diving Lessons

¢ Parties that make a splash!
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Moraga Valley
Swim & Tennis Club

2016 Summer Junior
Tennis Camp

Choose from our:
* Three-Hour Program with Swim

EST. 1958

and Lunch Break
* One- Hour Classes for Ages 5-16
* Private Lessons for Adults offered
* Try our new Clay Courts!

Scott Borowiak,
USPTA Certified Tennis Professional
925-376-7865
www.MoragaValleyPool.org

Position Available:

Sports Reporter

Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a sports
reporter to cover a variety of high school,
college and club sports.

A journalism background and understanding of
AP Style is helpful, but not required.

Please send your resume and writing sample to
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or

call (925) 377-0977;

$50-$75 per published article.
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Independent, locally owned and operated!






