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Town Denied Federal Transportation Funds For Sinkhole Repair

By Sophie Braccini

he Federal Highway Admin-

istration denied the town of
Moraga the funding to repair the
sinkhole that formed mid-March
after the heavy rains.

The town is disputing this ini-
tial decision, which Interim Town
Manager Bob Priebe announced at
the May 25 town council meeting,
and will contact Cal OES, the Gov-
ernor’s office of emergency servic-
es to discuss the situation. Priebe
said that repair work will proceed
as planned whatever the results of

the negotiations with the agencies.

The California Department of
Transportation is the agency that
made an assessment based on in-
formation the town provided and
made the determination that the
town did not qualify for federal
funds. Priebe is drafting the appeal
to Caltrans, and given the urgency
of the need to begin repairs as soon
as possible, is contacting Cal OES
to get some guidance on their pro-
cess.

At the beginning of May the

council had decided to authorize
repairs of the damaged 96-inch cul-
vert that caused the road collapse at
the intersection of Rheem Boule-
vard and Moraga Road. Cost esti-
mate for the repair is $3.3 million.
In the meantime, town staff will
present the bid package for repairs
to five pre-selected contractors.
Priebe said that the town continues
to do everything it possibly can to

is seeking financial assistance until
all options are exhausted.

The town manager added after
the meeting that there is no ad-
ditional impact on the town’s cur-
rent budget, because Moraga will
have to initially fund the repairs no
matter what financial assistance is
obtained. Any state or federal mon-
ies are reimbursements. The 2006

sinkhole took two years to receive
the FHWA money.

“Clearly, if the town is denied
state or federal assistance, it will
impact future budgets,” he said.
That money that will not be replen-
ished to offset the costs that will
be borne in the current fiscal year
and next year’s fiscal year’s budget.
They will be presented on June 8.

get the repairs done quickly, con-
tinues to support the business com-
munity during the repair phase, and

Summer Concerts Coming to the Commons

ummer is coming, which also means that it’s time to tune up for the free Thursday evening concerts at Moraga
Commons. Families can bring picnic blankets or lawn chairs to the grassy hillside in front of the band shell.

Volunteers from the

Park Foundation that

the series cook din-

THE MOST EFFICIENT WAY TO BUY WINDOW COVERINGS.
NOW WITH MORE ENERGY-EFFICIENT SOLUTIONS.
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Moraga sponsors —
ner at the smack bar, which opens at 6 p.m. Concerts start at 6:30 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. || :
Line-up: = i
June23  Apple Z— Rock & Roll — , |
June30  Moonalice — Bay Area 60s :
July 4 Floorshakers — Dance party & show (7pm concert) ‘ =
July 14 Spill the Wine— Jackson 5 to Maroon 5 _ ).
July 21 Foreverland — Electrifying tribute to Michael Jackson . \ -
July 28 Kings of 88 — Piano rock e.g. Elton John, Billy Joel, etc
Aug. 4 Fleetwood Mask — Tribute to fleetwood Mac G ET A RE BATE U P TO $ 250 *
Aug. 11 Mixed Nuts — Decades of rock *Offer good from April 1 to May 31 2016
Aug. 18  Beatles Flashback — Tribute to the Beatles
Aug.25  FUNdamentals — Season finale cover and dance band Schedule your FREE In'Home Consultation today! Blf"lﬂ"ﬂs
Sept. 24  Pear Festival concert 2-4 p.m. — Tune Riders 925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com o c’.ddwdc

Sponsors of the 2016 Concert Season include: The Bruzzone Family, Republic Services, Kiwanis Club of
Moraga Valley and SA Rent-A-Space

<*Applies to selected Signature Series® window treat

udget Blinds®. Purchases of $1,000 or more qualify for a rebate of $100, and purchases of $2,500 or more

qualify for a rebate of $250. Some resfrictions
initial fime of esfimate only. At parficipating fran
Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise indepe

s, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at
of Blinds is o trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and o Home
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