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Appeal Fails to Halt New Home on Oak Flat Road

By Sora O’Doherty

new single family home at 7

Oak Flat Road survived an
appeal by neighbors, who con-
tested the planning commission
approval.

While expressing sensitiv-
ity to the neighbors’ concerns
about their privacy, the Orinda
City Council on May 31 found
that the proposed home was par-
ticularly well designed to accom-
modate a very difficult site. The
house, designed by Talon Design
Group, comprises three segments
that conform to the curve of the
cul-de-sac. The Iot is steeply
sloped and heavily wooded.

The appellant, Trenor Askew,
lives in the neighboring property.
Other neighbors who live on Oak
Flat Road, as well as the occu-
pants of 18 Charles Hill Road,
the property that is down the hill
from the proposed new home,
spoke in opposition to the ap-
proval. The main complaint was
that the new construction would
intrude on their privacy, and that
the proposal violated the city’s
applicable goals, policies and re-

quirements. But city council staff
found that the proposal for the
most part complied with the re-
quirements and policies, subject
to the council’s discretion and re-
view.

The Askews complained that
the new house interfered with
their peaceful enjoyment of their
home, particularly as to their
kitchen and main outside living
area. But the council felt that
there was sufficient distance at
50 feet between the two homes,
that the new home had only small
bathroom windows on the side
facing the Askews and that the
house would be well screened
by plantings. The main living ar-
eas and decks of the new house
face away from the neighbors in
a different direction. The neigh-
bor who resides down the hill on
Charles Hill Road complained
that the occupants of the new
home would be able to look into
their bathroom windows, but the
council felt that since the houses
will be 105 feet apart and the in-
tervening hill is heavily wooded,

this would not be a problem.

Council member Dean Orr
praised the design, which he said
reduces the home’s footprint, al-
lowing it to follow the contours
around the cul-de-sac. The pods
all step down in plane, creating a
true split level with lots of articu-
lation, and decks further enhance
the design. The home retains as
much of the hillside in its natural
form as possible and preserves
the heavy oak canopy. In fact,
Orr noted that it was remarkable
that the building could be accom-
plished with the removal of only
five trees. Orr also liked the pal-
let of rich materials for the red
cedar shingled craftsman style
building. He noted that at 4,170
adjusted square feet, the home
could be smaller, but could also
be larger and concluded that the
design supports the size.

Council member Darlene
Gee pointed out that the site was
clearly extremely difficult and
that the home is very well de-
signed for all the conditions. She
could find nothing that did not

comply with requirements and
found the design very thought-
fully put together and would not
have major impacts on neigh-
bors.

Mayor Victoria Smith said
she was impressed by its nar-
row footprint. The decks mini-
mize the impact of the home on

the privacy of the neighbors and
the design maintains the existing
tree canopy. She did support the
request of the appellants that any
air conditioning unit not be situ-
ated on the side facing them, and
the council agreed to amend the
approval to include that condi-
tion.
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6/5.5 8+ acres w/potential for subdivision.
Recently updated with many features.
One of a kind!!

Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

ORINDA

LAFAYETTE
4/3 Very private on over 1/2 acre.
Wonderful yard with pebble-tech pool &
expansive lawn.

Jim Ellis CalBRE #00587326

ORINDA
5/2 Fabulous Updated Glorietta Home
on .65 Acres Close to Schools, BART &
Town

Finola Fellner

$4,250,000 ORINDA
5/4.5 Breathtaking Mediterranean style
estate with approx. 4865 square feet of
living space.

Vlatka Bathgate

$2,499,000
5/4.5 Spectacular Gated Estate. Peaceful
Setting. Views! Close to Town/BART. Top
Schools.
Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE #01388020

$1,550,000

$1 267 000 ORINDA

$2,995,000 ORINDA

CalBRE #01390784 Laura Abrams

7/4.5 Historic Country Club Estate

$2, 975 000 ORINDA
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$2,795,000
4/3.5 Stunning custom contemporary

designed by Walter Ratcliff Magical Orinda home located in the Heart of Sleepy

setting.
CalBRE #01272382

Hollow.

Shellie Kirby CalBRE #01251227

PENDING

$2,608,000 ORINDA

This is where Dad is on his
silliest behavior and always
welcomes the chance to
spend quality time with you.
Happy Father’s Day from
Coldwell Banker.

Coldwell Banker.
Where home begins.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

#ThislsHome
#CBOrinda

5/4 BEAUTIFULLY remodeled mid-century 4/4 Impeccable single level, 3181

modern style home on 1.28 mostly flat
acres.

CalBRE #01428834 The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426 Elena Hood

sqft,completely updated,gourmet kitchen,
resort like yard.

$1 ,795,000 ORINDA

~ PENDING

$1,185,000
4/2 Charming Cape Cod Orinda Classic
complete w/dormers. Lovely mature yard
w/large lawn area

CalBRE #01221247 Vern McCalla|Laura Abrams CalBRE #01970006 Patti Camras

RINDA $2,500,000
4/4 Stunning traditional 1939 rancher
that resides on a private approx. 85 acre.
Don’t Missl!

Lynn Molloy CalBRE #01910108

LAFAYETTE $1,935,000
4/3.5 Elegant home w/stunning views!
Gated community with club house, pool &
tennis courts.

Kim McAtee|Megan Wilson CalBRE #01349169
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MORAGA $1,488,000
4/2.5 Moraga CC immaculate &
immpecable Seqouyah model floor plan
w/3424 apprx. SF on private ct

Scott Winburne CalBRE #00466182

PENDING _

MORAGA $799,000
3/3 Super sharp Town Home close to
town, with a chic design for the long
“haute” spring

CalBRE #01156248

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300
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