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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

e mmmmm General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Residential Garage Doors
Sales, Installation and Service

Serving Lamorinda since 1977

“The properly designed garage door can ADD value
and visual harmony to your home!”

4300 Arthur Road
Martinez, CA 94553

925-935-4580

www.maddendoor.com

Bridging the journey from
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“One satisfied client at a time!”

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor

Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices

1830 Tice Valley Bivd.,
Walnut Creek

(925) 478-7190
maria@mariaeberle.com

www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

Office:
Cell:

CalBRE #: 00903367

www.clarkthompson.com
ct@clarkthompson.com

925-254-8585
925-998-7898

) 9 Drears an Adlres

From left, Lamorinda Weekly editor Peggy Spear gives
Ohlen Alexander his CNPA First Place plaque.

hlen Alexander started his newspaper career at

age 13 as a paperboy for the Philadelphia Eve-
ning Bulletin. He is ending it as an award-winning
photographer for the Lamorinda Weekly.

Alexander was recently awarded First Place in the
California Newspaper Publishers’ Association’s Better
Newspapers Contest for a photo he took at the 2015
Earth Day celebration at the Wagner Ranch Nature
Area. (See the award-winning photo at right.)

“These days, with every smart phone containing a

Lamorinda Weekly Photographer
Retires With Honors

camera able to take high resolution photos, some peo-
ple might consider themselves to be photographers,
but they would be wrong,” says former Lamorinda
Weekly Editor Jennifer Wake. Few can pull off the
artistry of a photograph like Ohlen Alexander.”

The photographer, who has lived in Orinda for 30
years with his wife, Juanita, says he enjoys taking por-
traits of people even though “It’s hard to capture the
spirit of a person in a photo.”

But in his years with this newspaper, he captured
not only the spirit of the community — whether it was
people or owls — but he did it with enthusiasm and
professionalism.

Between his time in photography he has worked
as a professor at the California State University
Maritime Academy teaching primarily math and
physics. He said he would be spending his new-
found free time studying Italian at the Orinda Com-
munity Center. — P. Spear

The award winning photo was on our front page on
April 22,2015

Moraga interim Chief Jon King with the Slowdown
banners and the Slow Down Lamorinda bumper
sticker. Photo Sophie Braccini

He says that summer and freedom from schools
mean that more young or less experienced drivers
socialize with their friends, in cars that can go very
fast. Moraga Interim Police Chief Jon King adds that
speed is a contributing factor to the seriousness of ac-
cidents and that recent complaints have made his de-
partment aware that speeding is again becoming more
prevalent. For example, in mid-May the police caught
a driver doing 76 mph on a 35 route, and the citations
for the first five months of the year have increased by
15 percent from 317 last year to 362 in 2016, with the
same amount of enforcing.

King also knows that public works departments
typically take advantage of the summer to conduct
various road repair projects, and that drivers should

Slow Down Lamorinda!
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pay more attention on their routine routes.

King and Christensen met with Orinda Chief of
Police Mark Nagel and decided to revive the Slow-
down Lamorinda program that had not been activated
last year.

The program consists of dedicating five to six po-
lice officers that will work all summer long, choosing
one day a week, in different places each time, to con-
duct hours of enforcement. Nagel says that the main
purpose of the program is to bring awareness to drivers
on the dangers of driving at high rates of speed and
distracted driving.

King adds that the police forces have no hidden
agendas, they just want to keep the streets safe, and
since they are about prevention, the three departments
are making sure people know about the campaign and
won’t be taken by surprise by the surge of enforcement.

King ordered banners that will be displayed in
the three cities that recommend slowing down and
stop distracted driving. The three chiefs are also using
Nextdoor, their city’s newsletters, and other media to
end complacency over high speeds on local roads.

This program is not the only time the three police
departments work together. They routinely assist each
other monitoring common DUI checkpoints, training
together with active shooter drills, and on a daily basis,
depending on the severity of calls for service, assisting
each other for backup when necessary.

Slow Down Lamorinda will continue until the end
of summer and might resume for the holidays. People
wanting to support the program can go to their police
department, take the pledge of following traffic laws and
get a bumper sticker that says ‘Slow Down Lamorinda.”

Downtown Parking

In reality, the relationship between BART and
Orinda’s parking issues remains unknown. Kinzel
referred to an informal contact he made with BART
concerning use of the Orinda station lot, and found
that most of the users were from the “greater Orin-
da area,” which includes both Orinda and other
communities in the Highway 24 corridor. All of
the lots fill up by 7:45 am. Not a lot of Orinda us-
ers come from outside, he said, and the percentage
from Richmond and EI Sobrante is in the single-digit
range. One thing is certain: Orinda cannot expect to
receive any assistance from BART, as “the likelihood
of BART doing anything to increase its parking spots
is very, very low,” he said.

Kinzel exhibited no familiarity with the casual car-
pooling area next to Theater Square and its relationship
to Bates Boulevard parking, and was confused by the
fact that the curb is also marked as a two-hour parking
zone. When a member of the audience explained the
casual carpooling arrangement, he responded, “Is that
a good thing?”

While the study results appear to raise more ques-
tions than provide solutions, TIKM does recommend four
short-term measures to improve the management of exist-
ing parking spots in the study area. The first is to improve
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enforcement, a measure favored by 89 percent of the sur-
vey respondents to maintain free parking. The consultant
recommends that the city allocate one full-time employee
for this purpose, funded by citation revenues.

The second recommendation is to change time
limits for all four-hour spaces to two-hours, with ef-
fective enforcement.

The third is to issue Employee Parking Permits
for Study Zones 1 and 2, and the fourth is to consider
Residential Parking Permits on selected streets with
documented long-term parking.

The study also suggests less specific longer-term
measures to reduce parking demand, such as encour-
aging the growth of bicycle and motorcycle use, and
for increasing parking supply by building or sharing
parking lots, perhaps coupled with shuttle service.

One measure that TIKM specifically does not rec-
ommend is the implementation of parking meters.

The timing of the meeting conflicted with Game 5
of the NBA Finals, a circumstance that could not have
been predicted in advance, said Tonya Gilmore, the
city’s public information officer, and it was sparsely at-
tended. A video of the meeting — albeit of poor quality
in some places — can be viewed on the city’s website,
www.cityoforinda.org.





