HOMES

Lamorinda Weekly Volume 10 Issue 10 Wednesday, July 13,2016

--Iead op Page D1,

Uncovering the Pros and Cons of Pool Covers

By Cathy Tyson

A pool alarm helps with safety. Photo Vickie Martin

en the mercury rises, families are ready to dive into a commu-

Wlity or backyard pool, but how to keep pools safe and warm is an

ongoing concern for homeowners with pools. While pool covers

provide a level of safety and can reduce heating costs, depending on the type,
they can be frustrating to take on and off.

Before installing a cover, a Moraga couple reports that their regular
pool temperature was about 64 degrees, a little chilly for a quick dip. Since
adding a cover in May, the average pool temperature is up to 76 degrees, and
more efficiently heated up to 80 degrees with assistance from a gas heating
system. The happy homeowners credit the use of a cover roller suggested by
their neighbor, which easily opens and closes, in keeping the pool consistently
warmer and encourages more summertime enjoyment.

A number of pool cover options are on the market, and of course each
has pros and cons. One aspect that many pool owners consider is safety.

“The first line of defense is always supervision” said Paul Barendregt
of Very Nice Pools in Lafayette, who has been in business for over 35 years,
regarding potential drowning accidents. However in addition to vigilance, pool
owners can consider automatic covers, safety alarm buoys, nets and fences for
peace of mind and for a more inviting swim.

It’s important to note that drowning takes the lives of more California
toddlers than any other kind of accident, according to the California Depart-
ment of Public Health, and children who manage to survive a near drowning
often suffer permanent brain damage.

When Jeanine and Jim McDermott moved into their Moraga home when
their daughter was just six months old, installing a pool cover was the first thing
they did. Fast forward approximately 10 years and after repairing it twice, they
had it removed. Because their pool was kidney shaped, the tracks were on the
decking and “it drove us crazy,” says Jeanine McDermott. When it rained, it
also created another pool on top of the pool, a hassle to address. The now emp-
ty-nesters still use the pool and backyard all the time, as they consider it an
extension of their house, but prefer to go coverless. ... continued on page D4



Nancy Stryker

presents:

CAPE COD IN HEART OF
SLEEPY HOLLOW

' 5008
co

This charming singe-story Cape Cod home is located in
Orinda’s coveted Sleepy Hollow neighborhood and is
filled with architectural detailing from shingle siding,
cottage- style shutters and whitewashed fence to detailed
woodwork in its crisp, light-filled rooms that connect
with the inviting outdoor spaces.The sprawling
half-acre property, with approximately 2,513 sq. ft., four
bedrooms, three and a half bathrooms, enjoys spacious
patios, solar-heated pool and spa and ample
entertainment and play space.

Call for price

Nancy Stryker
925.890.6911

nancystryker@gmail.com

The Beaubelle Group
Coldwell Banker’s #1 Group in the East Bay
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Lastreported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 11 $950,000 $2,645,000
MORAGA 3 $650,000 $2,125,000
ORINDA 8 $873,000 $2,425,000
Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
LAFAYETTE

3164 Cordova Way, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 1840 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 6-9-16;
Previous Sale: $699,000, 06-24-11

3111 Diablo View Road, $1,293,500, 5 Bdrms, 3939 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 6-10-
16; Previous Sale: $929,000, 02-11-04

915 Janet Lane, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1588 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 6-10-16

3910 Leroy Way, $1,265,000, 3 Bdrms, 1427 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 6-6-16

1242 Panorama Drive, $2,645,000, 4 Bdrms, 3717 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 6-7-16;
Previous Sale: $450,000, 08-14-92

934 Raintree Place, $1,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 2715 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 6-10-16;
Previous Sale: $951,000, 08-30-02

927 Reliez Station Road, $1,010,000, 2 Bdrms, 1437 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 6-6-
16; Previous Sale: $530,000, 02-03-12

576 Silverado Drive, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 1414 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 6-6-16;
Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 01-07-14

3461 Stage Coach Drive, $1,991,500, S Bdrms, 3710 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 6-10-
16; Previous Sale: $560,000, 09-27-88

3957 Woodside Court, $1,423,000, S Bdrms, 2446 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 6-10-
16; Previous Sale: $225,000, 01-29-85

3411 Woodview Drive, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1762 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 6-7-16;
Previous Sale: $439,000, 12-11-01

MORAGA

395 Fernwood Drive, $1,482,500, 4 Bdrms, 2824 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 6-9-16;
Previous Sale: $68,500, 09-17-71

175 Miramonte Drive, $650,000, 2 Bdrms, 1525 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 6-9-16
2159 Sky View Court, $2,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 4916 SqFt, 1997 YiBlt, 6-9-16;
Previous Sale: $950,000, 08-06-98

ORINDA

71 Ardilla Road, $1,180,000, 3 Bdrms, 1852 SqFt, 1923 YrBlt, 6-9-16; Previ-
ous Sale: $750,000, 06-29-12

111 Ardith Drive, $1,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 2227 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 6-6-16

37 Camino Don Miguel, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 2172 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 6-9-
16; Previous Sale: $749,000, 06-24-99

112 Crestview Drive, $873,000, 3 Bdrms, 2439 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 6-8-16;
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 08-15-05

19 Glorietta Court, $905,000, 3 Bdrms, 1516 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 6-6-16

8 La Plaza Drive, $1,590,000, 3 Bdrms, 2789 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 6-6-16

213 Overhill Road, $1,787,000, 4 Bdrms, 2348 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 6-9-16;
Previous Sale: $976,000, 06-08-05

48 Rheem Boulevard, $2,425,000, S Bdrms, 3688 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 6-6-16;

CalBRE # 01290021 www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of
NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not
employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Previous Sale: $950,000, 05-17-11



Upper Happy Valley Estate

1005 Timothy Lane, Lafayette | Offered at $2,495,000
* 5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms + 1.02+ landscaped lot with pool
+ 4868+ square feet * Prime close-in location

Charming Lafayette Rancher

3370 Sweet Drive, Lafayette | Offered at $889,000
+ Charming cottage on flat .32+ acre lot + Endless expansion possibilities
+ One of the most desirable locations + Once in a life-time opportunity

Sought after Lafayette Trail | Coming Soon

3340 Victoria Avenue, Lafayette | Offered at $1,100,000
+ Charming cottage on flat .32+ acre lot + Endless expansion possibilities
 One of the most desirable locations + Once in a life-time opportunity

Perfection in South Orinda | Pending

261 Ivy Place, Orinda | Offered at $1,395,000
* 4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2130+ square feet « Beautifully updated and enhanced property
* Prime Court Location + Inviting indoor and outdoor spaces

Kurt Piper

Christine Gallegos Leslie Piper

415.606.2047 415.990.4929

Amy Price Scott Sans

925.997.6808 925.216.7583

REALTORS RECOMMENDED FOR A REASON

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Kurt Piper
925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
Visit our website luvlamorinda.com
License #: 01130308




Orinda Home On Market

Just In Time For School!

31 Whitehall Drive, Orinda

3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms with
hardwood floors & bonus family room on
popular “lvy Drive Neighborhood” street.

Coming Soon | Call for Details

809 Rosedale Avenue, Lafayette
This 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home is
just steps from nearby Lafayette
Elementary School and downtown.

Sold | Offered at $799,000

Jay Williams
925.878.5050
jay@jaywilliams.biz
License #: 00868489
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Uncovering the Pros and Cons

of Pool Covers

... continued from page D1

They have a pool service that comes regularly to
adjust the chemicals and keep the pool clean.

In Lafayette, Vickie and Jeff Martin have a
lovely pool, no small children living at home, but
two pugs who are not good swimmers, due to
their short legs and barrel-shaped bodies. After a
recent pool remodel, they opted not to get a pool
cover and instead purchased a safety buoy that
is designed to float in the pool and detect when
something 18 pounds or more falls into the pool.
It comes with a house remote receiver that works
up to 200 feet away. On a recent day however, the
buoy was loudly beeping for no apparent reason.
Sonny the pug was also sounding an alarm by
barking at the beeping buoy.

There are similar alarms that attach to the
edge of the pool that have an underwater sensor
which will trigger an alarm on a remote receiver
in the house when an object 18 pounds or more
falls into the water. This may not be the best op-
tion for families with cats or very small dogs, and
doesn’t address evaporation or heat loss.

On the upper end of the price spectrum are
convenient motorized pool covers that are very
safe, keep the heat in and the leaves and debris
out. But these can run in the $9,000 to $10,000
range. With a new pool installation, these can
easily be included in the design, so the tracks are
underneath the lip of the pool. It’s also possible
to retrofit an existing rectangular pool, with the
tracks are on top of the pool decking.

All summer long, scores of swim team kids
as well as adults are using the recently remodeled
pool at the Moraga Country Club. Aquatic Di-
rector Sean Mason, reports they have tried an en-
zyme barrier cover, but due to the lane ropes and
windy conditions, it had “limited” success. This
type of cover works best on indoor pools, said
Mason. Unfortunately there was no room for
big bulky cover storage reels in the new design,

so the pool goes uncovered, but there is a large,
secure fence around the exterior of the pool area.

Manual covers can cost under $100 and
block dirt and leaves from a pool, transmit the
heat from the sun to the water, and prevent evap-
oration. However it can be aggravating getting it
on and off. Some homeowners use this type of
cover in the winter months, when it’s likely the
pool won’t be used much.

Mesh covers are attached to the pool deck
using anchors with stainless steel springs, which
provide protection from the elements, debris,
as well as accidental drowning or entrapment of
loved ones and pets. Similarly, but less solid, net
covers attach with anchors around the perimeter
of the pool - there are no heat or evaporations
savings with these, but they do offer a barrier that
is tight enough that if someone accidentally takes
a tumble into the pool, they won’t drown.

A jackhammer is another alternative. In the
1960s and 1970s as Lamorinda suburbs were
sprouting, with no thought of drought, develop-
ers were busy installing pools into smallish back-
yards. As those houses eventually turned over, a
number of homeowners opted to simply fill in
the pool and landscape over the top, adding to
their usable backyard space. For those with vin-
tage pools and pool equipment, this is a much
more economical choice than taking on an ex-
pensive remodel that will likely include new plas-
ter, tile and coping, not to mention a new heater
and plumbing.

California’s Health and Safety Code requires
private pools built or remodeled after 1998 fea-
ture at least one of seven safety devices. The list
includes a fence, approved pool cover, an alarm
on each house door that accesses the pool or a
pool-use alarm that alerts the homeowner when
someone enters the water.
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23 Ivy Drive 56 Davis Road 244 El Toyonal
5 Beds +Office | 4 Baths| 3,205 sq.Ft. | .45 Acres 4 Beds| 3 Baths] .61 Acres 3 Beds +2 Offices | 2.5 Baths| 2,538 sq. Ft. | 1 Acre

105 Crane Terrace 10 Van Tassel Lane 30 Tiana Terrace
4+ Beds] 3 Baths] 3,008 sq.Ft. | 4.87 Acres 3Beds| 2Baths| 2,214 sq.Ft. | 1.06 Acres 5 Beds| 3+ Baths|] 4,534 sq.Ft. | 1.9 Acres

K LUXURY

925.254.8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com | www.clarkthompson.com

License #00903367 | Allinformation herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.




Obtamnmg a Mortgage 1s Not Easy These Days!!

Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MY Financial Group
415-203-6369

Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP

Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs!

MY, Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Locally Owned & Operated 38 Years of Experience

Video Inspections & Locating

Sewers Unclogged

Overflow Protection Devise Installation Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!

Refinancing? Purchase? 2nd Home?

Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years.

Call Kat today!

Kat Rider Sales Manager wwusio292s
Cell: 925.787.1692

kat.rider@prospectmtg.com

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda

Equal Housing Lender. Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is
a Delaware limited liability company, licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act . This is not an offer for extension of credit or a
commitment to lend. Terms and conditions apply. Additional loan programs may be availa-

ble. Thisis not an offer to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other applicable

law. Call for details. 3/2015 NMLS ID # 1438399 Orinda Branch A

DAVID PIERCE

Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct: 925 254 5984

david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated




SIGNAT
Visit our new retail showroom
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Plumbing ¢ Tile « Lighting

FAMILY LIVING

Enjoy a new way of living at Via Moraga, close to schools, parks, and BART for easy commuting to San
Francisco and the greater Bay Area. Located in quaint Moraga, near St. Mary's College, residents will enjoy
the Lafayette reservoir recreation area for hiking and biking. This enclave of 17 two-story homes offers

gourmet kitchens with comfortable great rooms for casual living to meet your family's needs. In addition

to everything that Moraga has to offer, enjoy the hometown feel of nearby Lafayette just minutes away Present this ad to receive

10% off any order
Via Moraga . .. Discover family living. from our GXCZUSiUe COlleCtions Of
luxury plumbing, tile and lighting

with their downtown featuring dining, boutique shopping and casual entertainment venues.

M

VIA MORAGA

Get Pre-Qualified Today

Single-Family Homes Sales Office

From the low $1,000,000's 533 Moraga Rd Suite 220

Approx. 1,968 to 2,570 Sq. Ft. Moraga, CA 94556 . . .

3lto 4 Bedrooms 025 468.3767 Minumum purchase $500. Cannot be combined with another offer. Does not

apply to trade pricing. Discount is applied at time of purchase. Expires 10/1/16.

f ’ @ (I) sighomes.com

Douglah Designs « 3535 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
Co\or’sanrjSp::(\:fi:it\t:g:;a}.f “\‘ el eference. CalBRI e 6. tm 925_284_1772 * DouglahDeSignS'com ° Llc' 962876
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Lack of Supply Affects Home Sales

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T

he second quarter of 2016 had some moderation with a decrease in closed sale activity on the residential

side of Lamorinda real estate, with supply continuing to be low, pending sales down slightly and with the
average sales price remaining high in Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda.

The decrease in sales can be attributed to the lack of supply. Here are statistics from the Contra Costa As-
sociation of Realtors for April 1 through June 30:

Lafayette

Homes Closed Q2 2016 Sale Prices Ave. Price: Ave. Days on Market
2016: 89 single family homes $825,000 to $3,700,000 $1,548,262 19
2015:128 $1,670,209 19
2014:N/A $1,396,941 19

The lower average price this year is likely a function of the smaller sample and more lower priced
homes selling. Previous second quarter averages were $1,226,216 for 2013 and 2012 when it was
$1,053,173.

Moraga

Homes Closed Q2 2016 Sale Prices Ave. Price: Ave. Days on Market
2016:42 $775,000 to $2,125,000 $1,316,655 31
2015:40 $1,368,425 13
2014:43 $1,301,236 17

The average prices are up from $1,144,668 in 2013 and from $983,785 in 2012. The average
marketing time was up too. It was 17 days in the second quarter of 2014 and it was 18 days in the
same period in 2013.

Orinda

Homes Closed Q2 2016 Sale Prices Ave. Price: Ave. Days on Market
2016:74 $758,000 to $4,650,000 $1,584,174 15

2015: 86 $1,532,761 19
2014:80 $1,434,930 23

In the quarter ending June 30, on an average price per square foot basis, Lafayette detached single-family
homes sold at $598 per square foot, a slight rise from the $594 a year ago. It was $537 per square foot in the
second quarter of 2014 and $495 per square foot in that same time in 2013. Moraga homes sold for $566 and
Orinda was at $600.49. In 2015, in the same calendar quarter, these amounts were $538 and $558 respectively.

In Lafayette, the average sales price was 102.7 percent of the final asking price. In Moraga it was 102.8 per-
cent and in Orinda it was 103.2 percent.

In the condominium/townhome category, Lafayette had two resale closings at $525,000 and $590,000,
Moraga had 24 ranging from $359,950 to $1,085,000 and Orinda had none.

As of July 8, there were 71 homes under contract in the MLS in the three communities combined with
asking prices of $435,000 to $3.6 million. A year ago there were 85 homes under contract per the MLS in the
three communities combined with asking prices of $239,000 to $6.5 million. It should be pointed out that there
are no “potential short sales” that are currently pending and subject to lender approval. At this same time a year
ago there was one. There are no pending REO (bank owned) sales.

This is due to property values continuing to increase versus three years ago and many of those sellers are no
longer “under water” or have been able to refinance their homes and are no longer at the point of foreclosure.

925-377-0977

Wednesday, July 13,2016

Inventory, however, remains low. There are 107
properties on the market and a year ago there were 110
available properties in the three communities com-
bined. Two years ago there were 126. This is quite a
change from July, 2011 when the inventory was at 219
homes.

There are only 44 properties on the market in La-
fayette — about the same as the 49 at this same time
a year ago. Asking prices in Lafayette currently range
from $659,000 to $5.6 million. In Moraga, buyers have
their choice of only 18 homes or condominiums listed
between $649,000 and $3.3 million. A year ago at this
time there were 21.

In Orinda there are 45, about the same as the 40
on the market at the same time a year ago. The list pric-
es range from $899,500 to $22.5 million.

There are no bank-owned or short sales currently
in the MLS available in any of the three communities.

At the high end, 25 homes sold above $2 million
in the three communities combined. A year ago there
were 42. There are 47 currently available above this
amount in the three communities combined.

Interest rates continue to be at very attractive lev-
els and many corporations have expanded their busi-
nesses and continue to relocate families both into and
out of the area.

Lastly, it is important to look at what homes are
selling for versus their list prices. Often homes come
on the market at unrealistic prices, and they do not
sell, but in the second quarter of this year many homes
have had multiple offers and have sold at or above the
list price.

We are also seeing many buyers having to make
offers without the traditional contingencies of obtain-
ing financing or having a home appraisal or even hav-
ing the home inspected. Many sellers are now opting
to obtain pre-sale inspections in order to understand
the condition of their homes and to also prevent a buy-
er from trying to renegotiate a lower price or repairs.

Of the 89 single family sales that closed in Lafay-
ette in the second quarter of 2015, 61 sold at or above
the final list price.

In Moraga, 28 of the 42 sales were at or above
the asking price and in Orinda, 58 of the 74 sold at or
above the final listing price.



Your own pruwate park
WITH THE HOUSE TO MATCH

61 St. Stephens Drive, Orinda
3038+/-Sq Ft, 4 beds, 2.5 baths
www.61StStephensDrive.com
Open Sunday 7/17 from 1:00 - 4:00

Wonderful contemporary Orinda home in fabulous close in loca-
tion AND zoned for Sleepy Hollow Elementary School. This 4 bed-
room 2.5 bath house in the heart of Orinda, includes a perfectly
functional floor plan with all bedrooms and baths on the main
level, a large eat in kitchen and adjoining family room, separate
formal dining room and living room, oversized laundry room, 4

bedrooms including master suite with built in office and large
walk in closet.

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
93 Moraga Way
Suite 103

Orinda, CA 94563

AMYROSESMITH  ciameaoeninen

Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959




Listed By
Crawford & Arnold Team

Kelly Crawford Bev Arnold
925.998.5599 925.788.8516

real local ¢ real knowledge ¢ real value
ﬁ@f chl}@f@@/ in Ohinda

210 Remington Loop, Danville 1011 Rudgear Road,Walnut Creek

~d ~d

Represented Buyer Winning bid out of 3 offers
Offered at $1,339,000 Offered at $1,150,000

26 Blue Gum Court, Pleasant Hill 177 19th St 10C, Oakland

=

35 Owl Hill Road, Orinda
4 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | 2929% sq. ft.

e s 000 9% 000 Open Saturday, July 16th & Sunday, July 17th
8330 Ferncliff Court, Dublin Orinda from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
W Perched on a peaceful hillside, this fabulous four
bedroom, two and one-half bath Mid-Century home

offers views of rolling hills and Oak trees. Walls

of windows, vaulted ceilings, clean lines, natural
materials of stone and wood and an open floor plan
highlighted by a gorgeous sculpted pool. Expansive
Winning bid out of 14 offers Del Rey neighborhood with views chef ’s kitchen and family room with access to the

~ Offeredat 3665,000 _ Callfor details spacious backyard. The living and dining rooms share
Visit AndiBrownHomes.com to view all local real estate listings. . . .

) walls of glass and stunning views. | 35owlhillroad.com

Call to schedule a market evaluation of your home.

Andi Offered at $1,495,000

Peterson Brown
A Coldwell Banker Top Producer

925.818.4588 Kelly Crawford LT Bev Arnold

Te y 925.998.5599 TTNTON 925.788.8516
andibrownhomes.com kelly.crawford@pacunion.com CHOISTIES bev.arnold@pacunion.com
CalBRE # 01738605 License #: 01361537 TR License #: 00900621

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.




SOLD/Seller SOLD/Buyer SOLD/Buyer & Seller
Walnut Creek, CA $495,000 | Oakland, CA (Glenview) $770,000 | Walnut Creek, CA $303,000

SOLD/Seller SOLD/Buyer SOLD/Seller
Martinez, CA $708,000 | Oakland, CA (Rockridge) ~ $2,000,000 [l Berkeley, CA $1,048,000

Recent Sales

Tom Stack / Broker Associate
Coldwell Banker Bay Area Top 100 Sales Associate
925.878.9964 | Tom.Stack@camoves.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is
Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC.

www.TomStack.com CalBRE #01501769

CalBRE License #01908304.

Stunning Views
in Glorietta

5 Bedrooms / 4.5 Baths
4164SF =/ 1.39 Acres

Beautifully updated home in peaceful
private setting. Spacious rooms with
vaulted ceilings and spectacular views.
Surrounded by lawns, charming gardens,
inviting walkways, relaxing decks and
patio with rose covered arbor.

Close to downtown and BART.

67 Tara Road—Orinda

Offered at $2,368,000

Rick & Nancy Booth

Realtors, U.C. Berkeley MBAs
925.212.8869 Make a Smart Move

Rick@BoothHomes.com | www.BoothHomes.com
Cal BRE: 01388020/ 01341390

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Warm or Cool, Summer Gardening is a Breeze

By Cynthia Brian

“There shall be eternal summer in the grateful heart.” — Celia Thaxter

Who can resist a summery arrangement of sunflowers and hydrangeas?

en it’s sweltering outside, I want to be
in the garden. I find it challenging to sit
in my office writing articles or produc-

ing radio shows when nature beckons me to be nur-
turing the earth.

In summer I spend several hours of every sin-
gle day digging in the dirt whether it’s early in the
morning or after dusk because my chores are never
finished. Like the gardening wardrobes of my sib-
lings, mine usually consists of my bathing suit and
shorts allowing me a quick cool down with a spray
from the garden hose. As my daughter was working
in her garden in her bikini she telephoned to declare
that she was carrying on our family tradition. “I re-
alize I come from a long line of bikini gardeners,”
she giggled. I thought of titling my next gardening
book, “The Bikini Gardener,” but then perhaps read-

Photos Cynthia Brian

ers would expect to see beautiful bikini clad bodies
instead of gorgeous gardens. I promise not to be
photographed.

Baby, it’s hot outside and we gardeners have
work to do. We have to be water conscious, yet we
see the bare spots in our landscape and yearn to
make our personal paradise a more beautiful place.
What are our options?

Planting annuals and perennials offer the an-
swers to filling in those areas that just never seem to
seed well. Between the turkeys, deer and raccoons,
our landscapes have many hurdles to overcome and
I'm determined to continue to find ways to succeed.

Here are a few of my favorite recommenda-
tions for adding sparkle, individuality and excite-
ment without the extra water and work this season.

Asiatic lilies grow from bulbs and return year after year.

+ Sun loving vinca (Catharanthus roseus) crave six
hours of sunlight a day and do well in extreme heat.
Colors are violet, peach, white and bright pink.
Lately I've seen these annuals on sale at garden cen-
ters for as little as $4.50 a gallon or three for $12,
offering a kaleidoscope of shades at bargain prices.
« Lantana once established needs minimal water
or maintenance. Butterflies, hummingbirds and
bees are attracted to the highly scented flowers,
although some humans find the plant stinky. The
deer are repelled by lantana. Some cultivars have
variegated leaves, and all are evergreen, blooming
all year long. Trailing lantana is terrific on hill-

sides and spilling out of containers. Buy the shrub
variety when you want width and height that grows
to three to 10 feet. Multi-colors include orange,
yellow, purple, pink and white.

... continued on page D14
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

« Looking for an easy-care container garden? Consider the Deckorations Col-
lection from JBerry Nursery. Combinations of the highest quality plants paired
with stylish, functional containers make for turnkey patio prettiness. I have the
lantana, azaleas and hibiscus. www.jberrynursery.com

« Have you ever grown okra? Experiment with seeds from Botanical Interests
(www.Botanicallnterests.com) These spineless productive plants boast flowers
that resemble hollyhocks with pods that are full bodied and delectable, especial-
ly in a gumbo.

« None of the marauding animals seem to be interested in nasturtiums, making
them an excellent choice when you are looking for a creeping specimen with ed-
ible leaves and flowers. Seeds from Rene’s Garden (www.RenesGarden.com) are
strong and sturdy. I use the big lily pad-looking leaves as wraps instead of bread
and the flowers embellish my salads and plates. In the heat of summer, nastur-
tiums die back. Collect the seeds to plant in other areas or give away to friends.
Seeds self-sow where they drop, offering you another delicious and pretty crop.
o Sunflowers make me happy. Their big bright cheery faces stand tall at the
back of a garden reminding us that summer is in full swing. When dry, eat the
seeds or share them with the birds. Combine hydrangeas with sunflowers for a
spectacular cut-flower arrangement.

Lic: #611120 Family owned in

Moraga since 1987

Your friendly neighborhood
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

ASSESSMENT OF RISK

The benefits trees provide to those living and working in the urban environment
increase as the size of the trees increases. As a tree gets older and larger,
however, it is also more likely to shed branches or develop decay or other
conditions that predisposes the tree to failure. In assessing and managing trees,
we at Advance Tree Service strive to strike a balance between the risk that a tree
poses and the benefits that a tree provides by assessing its health and keeping it
healthy with the proper care it needs.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree Service
to help you assess your risk today.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees.

925-376-6528

advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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... continued from page D12

Prickly Sea holly thistles look ominous, yet are great cut flowers.  Photos Cynthia Brian

« If you want to plant a native tree that will thrive in our area with no care and
even less water while flowering for a couple of months with fronds of creamy
crape myrtle like flowers, try a California buckeye (Aesculus californic). Buck-
eyes are endemic to California hillsides, creeks and canyons. Add one or three
to spice up your yard.

« Roses are a must for every garden. I am particularly fond of David Austin
Roses and have planted an additional dozen this past spring. Although bare-root
arrives in January or February, a rooted rose in a gallon container will thrive
when planted correctly in summer. Water deeply until established and dead
head the blooms regularly for a display of beauty through winter. When you buy
a quality rose, it requires little care while bolstering the drama of your garden all
year. www.DavidAustinRoses.com

Buckeye Trees are native and endemic to California
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White roses are spectacular on a trellis.

« A natural and versatile herb, yarrow (Achillea) is actu-
ally a long-stemmed member of the sunflower family. Like
sunflowers, it is deer resistant. Achilles, the Greek god un-
fortunately failed to paint his heel with a tincture of yarrow
to make his body invulnerable to arrows. We know the rest
of the story. Feathery, fern-like silver-gray leaves mark this
fast growing native with flat clusters of florets in yellow,
white, apricot, red or pink depending on the variety.
«  Sea Holly Thistle (Ernginium) is a prickly textured
plant with leaves like an artichoke. A sun lover, as much as
the bees enjoy it, the deer don’t. Use it in striking arrange-
ments.
«  Ajewel of a flower, Oriental wind poppies (Papaver
orientale) take two years to bloom and hate transplanting,
but once you sow them, you'll enjoy them forever as they
bloom from spring through summer.
« Another great Asian contribution includes the Asiatic
lily. I prefer the deep pink variety, Lilium Speciosum. Plant
as bulbs for a happy surprise as they burst into bloom year
after year.

I'm grateful for the summer
and for the heat, so I'm signing
off to go play in my backyard in
my bikini. Stay cool and enjoy
your July family festivities.

Happy gardening and happy

growing.
©2016
Cynthia Brian Cynthia Brian under an
The Goddess Gardener olive tree.
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9 Loma Vista Drive Fabulous
potential for upgrading &
improvement! .55 acre with views.
Restore charm of spacious 75yr old
grandma's cottage w/large modern
kitchen, great room w/vaulted open

beam ceiling. $799,000

96 Rheem Blvd. Spacious
4bd/3ba home. Eat-in kitchen with
Wolf range, hardwood floors
throughout, huge family room, au
pair suite with separate entrance.

$1,295,000

9 Fleetwood Court Wonderful
Harold Smith traditional 5 bedroom
home located at end of court & backs
up to open space. Large level yard
areas, refinished hdwd flrs, kitchen
with island & dining area.

$1,349,000

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

10 Van Tassel Lane Exceptional
custom remodel of highest quality,
lovely craftsmanship. Prime Sleepy
Hollow street. One level living with
vaulted ceilings, Chef’s kitchen.
Pool, lawns, gardens add to allure.

$1,395,000

ORINDA

352 Dalewood Drive
Impressive Orinda Downs custom
home on cul-de-sac w/hill views &
majestic oaks, Chef’s kitchen
adjoining family room w/two private
outdoor decks. Hdwd flrs, vaulted
ceilings, + office. $1,799,000

ORINDA

160 Camino Don Miguel
Spectacular Spanish Mediterranean
5bd/5.5ba 5851sf home overlooking
the 4th hole of Orinda Country Club.
Rebuilt from the ground up in 1996.
Resort quality pool & spa, gardens &
views. $4,795,000

MORAGA

1400 Camino Peral Beautiful
3bd/2.5ba townhome, fresh paint,
two car garage. Conveniently
located near shopping,
transportation, park, trails, and
library.

$675,000

MORAGA

1056A Larch Avenue Located
down a private driveway off Larch
Ave is a fabulous 3bd/2ba home
w/contemporary remodeling thruout.
Vaulted ceilings, hardwood flrs, &
spacious bdrms. Close to schools,

town. $1,195,000

MORAGA

9 Shannon Court

Sanders Ranch estate property over 1.5
acres, 4966 sq. ft., Chef’s kitchen,
hardwood, new carpet, fresh paint, pool,
ideal indoor/ outdoor living spaces.

$3,250,000

LAFAYETTE

Springhill Road

Great opportunity to build approved to
setting for 8.41 acre location. Design in
place by AIA James Wright. Road &
utilities all at site. City approval for
approach & layout dimensions.

$685,000

LAFAYETTE

864 Mountain View Drive
Well loved family home on beautiful
1/2 acre w/expansive yard, views &
redwoods. Great room w/vaulted open
beam ceiling, 3bd/2ba + separate au-
pair. Super location close to vibrant

downtown. $989,000

LAFAYETTE

1556 Rancho View Road
Beautifully renovated custom traditional
estate, situated on a 1.16 acre lot
w/inclusive spectacular private resort
w/pool & spa! Incredible open floor
plan, soaring ceilings, premier finishes.

$2,100,000

LAFAYETTE

30 Tiana Terrace

Super style living on dramatic over-
sized parcel within Tiana enclave of
custom homes. Great style + design
integrity with high quality amenities
in/outside. Mt. Diablo views!

$2,375,000

LAFAYETTE

1155 Camino Vallecito Esheric
Architectural Mid Century. Spectacular
2ac Happy Vly Estate. Beaut. updated,
walls of glass, Fr. doors, high ceilings,
pano views. Kit/fam rm, stunning
liv/din rms, cabana/ba. Top schools.

$3,595,000

LAFAYETTE

5 Burton Vista Court
Spectacular 7bd/9+ba, 8986 sf estate
w/incredible luxury amenities in all
grand oversized spaces. Premium
2.25 acre parcel w/sport court, pool,
& pavilion w/kitchen, dressing rms,

showers. $5,599,000

WALNUT CREEK

156 Brodia Way

New construction by KT Builders, a
local, high-end home builder.
Captivating views of Mt. Diablo &
La Casa Via Valley. High ceilings,
open flr pln & large .92ac lot at end

of cul de sac. $1,895,000
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