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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

e mmmmm General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

The Tick Tock Store

‘We Make

The Right Place For The Right Time
House Calls

Batteries « Bands «Repair

Rolex-Tag Heuer Repair Center
Specialize in grandfather clock and watch repairs

925-952-4488 www/TheTickTockStore.com

1547-A Palos Verdes Mall, Walnut Creek
(In Lunardi's Center, behind UPS Store)

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER BEN MILLER

925.818.5500 925.558.5744

THE CHURCHILL TEAM JANET POWELL

SERETA: 925.998.4441
RANDY 925.787.4622

925.876.2399

JOHN FONDNAZIO  JON WOOD PROPERTIES

&

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

MATT McLEOD

925.817.9053
KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361
SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.464.6500
TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.212.7617
TERESA ZOCCHI

925.876.0966
TINA FRECHMAN

925.360.8662 925.915.0851
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On Grandfather:
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4146 LOS ARABIS DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
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SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL

1036 BROWN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

2921 MADERA AVENUE, OAKLAND

BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS

925-377-0977

By Cathy Dausman

riends often meet in the park

to enjoy conversation and
refreshments, especially during
summer, but at least one group
at Moraga Commons Park was
there June 25 with a second
agenda. Members of the Lamor-
inda Area Radio Interest Group
met to participate in the Ameri-
can Radio Relay League’s na-
tionwide Field Day.

ARRL says Field Day, held
the fourth full weekend in June,
is the most popular annual on-
the-air event in the U.S. and Can-
ada; 2016 marked its 102nd year.

Twelve LARIG members
joined more than 35,000 fed-
erally licensed radio amateurs
nationwide for the event. The
amateurs, also known as “hams,”
began antenna placement and
gear assembly at 7 a.m. Some
antennas resembled a larger ver-
sion of those formerly used for
residential rooftop TV reception,
while others were little more than
meters-long lengths of wire sus-
pended in the tree tops. Treetop
antennas were placed with the
help of an air cannon and light-
weight drone.

Each antenna was designed to
capture different radio frequen-
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Lamorinda ‘Hams’ Have a Field Day

Local radio enthusisats gear up for Field Day.

Photo Cathy Dausman

cies in the high- and very-high
bands. Under ideal conditions
this setup would allow the op-
erators to make voice, digital or
even old-fashioned Morse code
contact with other amateur con-
testants from Alaska to British
Columbia and Hawaii, and from
Minnesota to Arizona and Flori-
da using only a small generator
or 12-volt battery for power.

And make contact they did,
beginning at 11 a.m. local time.
The contest begins simultaneous-
ly across North America and runs
for 24 hours, although LARIG
elected to limit their participation
to Saturday only. For contest pur-
poses, communication with other
stations was limited to exchang-
ing call sign IDs, station class
and location.

“CQ, CQ (short for “I seek
you™), Field Day, this is K-6-O-
R-I (the LARIG club call sign).”
This standard call went out from
every radio operator. When a sta-
tion responded, the other group’s
information was logged, and
K60RI responded with “we are
three-alpha (operating three ra-
dio bands on alternative power),
East Bay.”

On it went — long past lunch,
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in the heat of the day, in the ac-
quisition and disappearance of
signal strength across the bands.
Field Day is a contest, yes, but it
also serves as an opportunity for
Lamorinda amateurs who vol-
unteer as emergency radio com-
municators in Lafayette, Moraga
and Orinda to hone their skills.

Gene Gottfried of Orinda is a
longtime experienced radio oper-
ator. He is known as an “Elmer,”
or mentor in amateur radio par-
lance.

“I first became involved in
emergency preparedness in 1987
in connection with our Neighbor-
hood Watch program,” he said.
“Ham radio seemed to be the best
way to establish emergency com-
munications, and [ got my first
license in 1996.”

“Field Day gets us out of
the house and into the field with
whatever equipment we can
use that is run from batteries or
portable generators,” explained
LARIG member Fred Lothrop
of Lafayette. He said the group
made contact with more than 60
stations across the U.S. Lothrop
devoted his day to mentoring
new member Tony Angelo of
Moraga.

“The lesson was long, several
hours, but (Angelo’s) interest
never flagged and we (now) have
a candidate emergency operator
for next year or when the real
emergency need arises,” Lothrop
said.

“l had a blast,” said Angelo.
“It’s really amazing that with ra-
dios and wires, plus a little red
generator and antennas that fit in
a car trunk, you can talk to peo-
ple from Seattle to Los Angeles
while sitting on a little patch of
grass in Moraga. What a fun way
to learn how radios work their
magic.”

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME TWO STELLAR AGENTS
TO THE DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP:

Rachel and Belinda are joining us with
proven track records of excellence in
service as well as sales. We are excited to
partner with them in their future success!

$2,595,000

925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

$798,000

925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

$599,000

925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617

RACHEL DREYER
REALTOR®
415.990.1672
Rachel@dudum.com
CALBRE #01994561

TERESA ZOCCHI

MATT MCLEOD

TINA FRECHMAN

209 EL PUEBLO PLACE, CLAYTON

754 GLENSIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

1820 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE

BELINDA HEISNER
REALTOR®
925.344.1832
Belinda@dudum.com
CALBRE #01941465

$840,000

925.360.8662

CALL AGENT

925.464.6500

$1,750,000

925.915.0851
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

CALBRE #01882902
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WWW.DUDUM.COM

999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411

LAFAYETTE

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
0: 925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001






