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Solar panels are being installed at Orinda Intermediate School, above, as well as at all OUSD elementary schools and at Lamorinda high schools.

Solar Install

By Victor Ryerson

rays are cropping up on all of Lamorinda’s high school
campuses this summer, and on all of the lower schools

in Orinda as well.

They are designed to generate power from the sun to meet
some or all of the schools’ energy needs, but they will also
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9 Shannon Court, Moraga
1.5 Acre Gated Estate
Ultimate Privacy $3,250,000

NEW PRICE!

lessen the schools’ carbon footprint, provide covered parking
areas for teachers and students, aid the installation of air con-
ditioning for a more comfortable learning environment, and
even serve as a valuable teaching tool for students inheriting
a world that must rely on cleaner sources of energy.

Most residents seem to agree that installing solar generat-
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ations Sprouting at Lamorinda Schools

I ooking like overgrown carports, large solar panel ar- ing facilities is the right thing to do, and all of the Lamorinda

districts expect that their schools will have solar generating sys-
tems. Lafayette Elementary School District was the first to in-
stall them, and has been using solar power since 2010. Moraga
is hoping to join the solar club if a bond issue on the upcoming
November ballot provides funding. ... continued on page A10

More Great Properties Coming Soon!
Lafayette Duplex, Camino Woods Single level, MCC Plan 2
www.TheOlsenTeam.com

1400 Camino Peral, Moraga
3BR/2.5BA + 2 Car Garage
Super Updates $675,000

Ben (925) 381-2151 Sue (925) 200-6000 mail@TheOlsenTeam.com
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Fighting Drug and Alcohol
Abuse Among Lamorinda Teens

ummer is here, and with it comes an un-

wanted and dangerous element: More
teenage partying.

Have you ever wondered why teens
drink themselves to oblivion? The answer
is very simple: they don’t know that’s what
they are doing. They don’t know that the
next drink will push them into unconscious-
ness, that the amount of alcohol that goes
quickly into the stomach causes the blood
alcohol to continue to rise after they stop
drinking, that alcohol is toxic and can lead
to death. This is the kind of information that
Jaime Rich of the Center for Human Devel-
opment is trying to get out to the public, and
particularly to Lamorinda teens.

Rich has been in the world of preven-
tion for some 30 years; she lived in Orinda
for more than 20 years and volunteered in
school alcohol and drug abuse prevention
programs. She coordinated the programs at
Wagner Ranch, and now is the director of
the Alcohol Drug Abuse Prevention Team
(ADAPT), funded by Contra Costa County
for the past seven years since the alcohol-
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Jaime Rich is director of ADAPT, the local
agency that is fighting alcohol and drug abuse
in Lamorinda teens. Photo Sora O’'Doherty

related death of Orinda student Joe Loudon,
which caused the county to fund a preven-
tion program in Lamorinda.

Rich has been the person in charge from
the beginning. At first she was solely re-
sponsible for the program, but now she has
been promoted to director and coordinates
the ADAPT Lamorinda, an east county co-
alition, and also Friday Night Live, a state-
wide youth development program.

... continued on page A9
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Originally Denied, Moraga Secures
Federal Funding for Sinkhole

By Sophie Braccini

M oraga is eligible to receive federal fund-
ing for sinkhole repair after all, thanks to

a successful appeal of the original decision to

deny support.

Moraga Town Engineer and Public Works
Director Edric Kwan was successful in ap-
pealing the original decision, announced last
month, that denied funding for the sinkhole
that formed on Rheem Boulevard near Center
Street last March.

It is good news for the town’s finance since
the cost of still-needed repairs is estimated at
$3 million. However, federal funding means
federal processes and guidelines, and town staff
warns residents that the initial plan to repair the
culvert and the street might be thrown off, and
that the deadline of Oct. 15 — the beginning of
the rainy season — might not be met.

The Federal Highway Administration
has agreed to reimburse the town more than
$500,000 for the work it has done, including
the emergency response, road closure, erosion
protection, fencing, traffic signal repair and
other work associated with the sinkhole that

formed when the Rancho Laguna Creek culvert
failed under the intersection, causing a gas line
rupture and collapse of the driveway. The town
is also eligible to receive 88.5 percent of the
estimated $2.9 million for future repair costs,
leaving the town with a $338,150 hill.

Kwan had initially targeted the date of Oct.
15 to complete the culvert repairs with a new
concrete structure replacing the corrupted metal
section, as well as the road reconstruction. As
the town’s first appeal to federal funding was
denied, he planned to at least repair the culvert
before the rainy season, leaving the road for the
next construction cycle. Now that federal fund-
ing is granted, delays might increase further.

In a press release, staff warned that, “The
Town’s original plan to award a contract for
construction will now be delayed to meet the
FHWA guidelines.” To deal with the eventual-
ity of being unable to repair the culvert before
the rainy season, staff will be ready to divert the
stormwater until the construction can resume.
It is likely that driving at the crossing will con-
tinue to be disrupted into 2017.
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Lafayette

Public Meetings

City Council

Monday, July 25, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, July 18, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, July 25, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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License #: 01866771

STILL #1 FOR A REASON

Just Listed!

2008 THROUGH 2015

- 3716 Crestmont Place, Lafayette

Nestled on a quiet lane in a close-in pocket of Happy Valley, this pristine 4BR/3BA (+ 2 % BA),
4291% sq. ft. traditional features serene wooded views, casual elegance, classic design, exceptional
workmanship, & a spacious/flexible floor plan! Fully landscaped .59+ acre exterior with privacy,
level land, patios, sports court, & gardens. A+ location minutes from town, BART & top schools.

Offered at $2,845,000 ¢ 3716CrestmontPlace.com

License # 01482454

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
June 12 to 25

Alarms 69
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 6
Noise complaints 4
Traffic stops 147
Suspicious Circumstances 12
Suspicious Subjects 25
Suspicious Vehicles 17

Abandoned Vehicle

3400 block Moraga Blvd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Stanley Blvd.

3600 block Walnut St. (2)

1400 block Sunset Loop

3700 block Mosswood Dr.

3700 block Sundale Rd.
Animal Cruelty

3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Burglary, Auto

200 block Lafayette Cir.

900 block Mt. View Dr.

Olympic Blvd./Reliez Station Dr.
Burglary, Residential

3200 block Andreasen Dr.

4000 block Los Arabis
Burglary, Misc.

900 block Leland Dr.

900 block Moon Ct
Civil Problem

1000 block Almanor Ln.

3300 block N. Lucille Ln.

900 block Mt. View Dr.

800 block Mt. View Dr.

3400 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Dispute, Verbal

3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

4100 block Los Arabis
Disturbance

1200 block Pleasant Hill Rd.

1000 block Almanor Ln.

600 block Michael Ln.
Drunk in Public

900 block Moraga Rd.

Moraga Rd./Mt Diablo Blvd.

3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd.
DUI

Pleasant Hill /Deer Hill Rds.
Fireworks

3400 block School St.

Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Mt Diablo Blvd./Carol Ln.

Boyer Cir./Dewing Ave.

1300 block San Reliez Ct.
Found Adult

3600 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Forgery

3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Harassment

1100 block Via Media
Health & Safety violation

3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit & Run

3400 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

800 block Moraga Rd.
3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

Indecent Exposure
3600 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loitering
4000 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Neighbor dispute
4000 block Happy Valley Rd.
3600 block Mosswood Dr.

Council Allows Small Playground at Leigh Creekside Park

By Cathy Tyson

hen it came to the future of

Leigh Creekside Park, the
Lafayette City Council decided
middle ground is best.

Although many residents
came forward to urge city coun-
cil members to reconsider chang-
ing the designation of the park,
city leaders ultimately decided
on a compromise position that
creates a small active zone and
much larger passive zones to ac-
commodate differing desires for
the small neighborhood park on
Moraga Boulevard.

Project plans call for a
$488,000 playground area on 8
percent of the park. The plans
still need to be reviewed by the
Planning Commission. The play-

ground equipment is designed to
be high-quality and blend in with
the surrounding natural elements
of the park and are slated to in-
clude a large climbing rock, a
spinning cup and more.

Many opponents came for-
ward to urge the council to keep
the park passive, arguing that the
original intention when neigh-
borhood residents contributed
over $30,000 to help establish
the park in 2000 was to keep it as
natural as possible.

Ultimately,  after  much
public testimony, city leaders
unanimously voted to support
improvements to the park, and
create active and passive zones.
They seemed pleased to have a

very clear delineation of the ac-
tive portion of the park, leaving
the majority of area as it is, a
shady oasis with a majestic heri-
tage oak tree. A bark pathway and
a bench were eliminated from the
passive north end of the park.

Council member Don Tatzin
asked a key question to a passive
park proponent: how would your
enjoyment of the park be affected
if we adopt this plan?

More young families are
moving into the neighborhood
since the park was established
well over a decade ago, said
council member Brandt Anders-
son.

After reviewing the matter,
the city attorney sent a memo

to the city council clarifying the
terms of the original grant appli-
cation and use of the park. “The
city may add play equipment to
Leigh Creekside Park without
violating the terms of the state
grant” it was determined.

Longtime resident and Parks,
Trails and Recreation Commis-
sioner Geoff Bellenger com-
mented that the biggest reason
the park was originally formed
was to keep the parcel from being
subdivided by a developer. He
concluded that with the addition
of a small amount of play equip-
ment in one corner of the proper-
ty that the fundamental character
of the space won’t change.

Swing Into the Twilight Tribute to the Troops Concert July 16

By Cathy Tyson
To honor local veterans and mil-
itary personnel, the Lafayette
Rotary Club is hosting its annual
free Tribute to the Troops event at
5:30 p.m. Saturday, July 16, at the
Lafayette Reservoir.
The renowned 32-piece Big
Band of Rossmoor — with musi-

Dead Horse Canyon Rd./Rohrer Dr.

Mt Diablo Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Ordinance violation

1300 block Reliez Valley Rd.
Panhandling

3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Police/Fire/EMS response

Happy Valley/Cricket Hill Rd.
Public Nuisance

1400 block Reliez Valley Rd.

Silver Springs Rd./Moraga Rd.

1100 block Sierra Vista Way

Golden Gate Way/Mt Diablo Blvd.

3500 block Golden Gate Way
Promiscuous Shooting

3100 block Andreasen Dr.

Mt. Diablo Blvd/Lafayette Cir.
Reckless Driving

3900 block Happy Valley Rd.

Hwy 24/Acalanes Rd.

Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Pleasant Hill/Deer Hill Rd.
Speeding

50 block Silverwood Dr.
Shoplifting

3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3600 block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Theft, Grand

3200 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Theft, Petty

1100 block Orchard Rd. (2)

1100 block Upper Happy Valley Rd.

3500 block Brook St.

1800 Del Rey St.

Info n/a

3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd.

1000 block Upper Happy Valley Rd.
Theft, ID

reported to police

3200 block Marlene Dr.

3500 block Springhill Rd.

300 block Castello Rd.
Theft, Vehicle

3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd.

800 block Rosedale Ave.
Threats

3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest

3900 block Rancho Rd.
Vandalism

Hwy 24/Oak Hill Rd.

1100 block Via Media.

3200 block Stanley Blvd.

3100 block Old Tunnel Rd.

Risa Rd./Mt Diablo Blvd.

10 block Tolan Way

Quail Ridge Rd./Via Roble

Reported to police

cians aged 14 to 93 — will provide
a toe-tapping mix of music to enter-
tain active troops as well as veter-
ans and soldiers’ families and rec-
ognize their service. Each branch
of the military will be honored with
its song and American flags will
be distributed to veterans or their
families

This year, ABC news anchor
Dan Ashley will be the Master of
Ceremonies and the Shakey Zim-

The Big Band of Rossmoor will play on July 16 at the Twilight Tribute to the Troops.

merman Acoustic Trio will be
special guests, with songs by Bob
Dylan and Neil Young.

The patriotic evening is more
than just a concert; it will feature
military vehicles from the Depart-
ment of Defense along with histor-
ic Jeeps and a Mobile Vet Center,
with onsite counseling on veterans’
benefits and healthcare, finances,
education and housing.

Grab some lawn chairs, a blan-

ket and a picnic and prepare for an
evening of American melodies at
the stage near the kids play area on
the east side of the Lafayette Res-
ervoir. The name has changed from
last year’s Operation Swingtime,
but the experience should be just as
memorable. The public is invited
to this free event. The Big Band of
Rossmoor is presented by Genera-
tions in Jazz.

Photo provided

Via Roble/Dolores Dr.

Patricia & Ashley Battersby

925-323-9955
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
BRE# 01407784

www.ashleybattersby.com ' ] &

Rare Opportunity! 780 Augusta Dr, Moraga Country Club

Fabulous Floor Plan (XI1), Superbly Updated, Walls of Glass
.22 Acre* - Beautifully Landscaped, Extra Large Yard, Garden & Golf Course Views

A Treasure Tucked in the Orinda Hills with Forever Views! 244 El Toyonal

Great Indoor/Outdoor Living with Wraparound Decks
Beautifully Updated Kitchen, Master Retreat, Minutes to Town, Bart, Freeway

*ier Public Records

Stunning Single Level
Detached Home
Premium Location on the
6th Fairway

2430 Sq Ft* 3 Bedrooms
2.5 Baths 3 Car Garage

Private & Serene Setting
Unmatched Views - OCC
Golf Course, Briones
Reservior, Mt. Diablo

2538 Sq Ft* 1 Acre*
3 Bdrms + 2 Offices, 2.5 Baths
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Reporter Wanted

Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a Lafayette City Reporter

Job Description:

Beat reporter for Lafayette. Attend 2-4 meetings per month in
the town assigned. Maintain relationships with city officials and
community leaders. Write 1-2 articles per week covering subjects
such as decisions made at City Council or Planning Commission
meetings, community events, citizen profiles, police activities, or

other interesting news items.
Required Qualifications:

Excellent writing and communication skills. Ethical and
professional. Live or work in the Lamorinda area and have the
ability to write balanced, researched, well-structured articles. Prior
newsroom experience helpful, but not required.

Compensation: Compensation is made on a per meeting/article

basis.

Contact:

Lamorinda Weekly, PO Box 6133,
Moraga, CA 94570, (925) 377-0977,
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Attn: Wendy Scheck

LANQFINDA

locally d and operated!

Judge Rules Against Save
Lafayette on Deer Hill

By Cathy Tyson

ne of two legal matters against

the City of Lafayette regard-

ing the Homes at Deer Hill devel-
opment has been decided.

Local group Save Lafayette

sued the city, but Contra Costa Su-

perior Court Judge Spanos recently
ruled against the grassroots orga-
nization. Founder Sonja Trauss of
SF Bay Area Renters Federation is
also suing the city. That hearing has
been moved to July 20.

Lafayette to Fine-tune
Sales Tax Measure

By Cathy Tyson

hile it appeared that all

council members were on
board with approving a 1 percent
citywide sales tax measure to
go on the Nov. 8 ballot at recent
council meeting, there was some
discussion about fine-tuning the
actual language of the measure,
so it didn’t get an official ap-
proval.

Back in May, the council ac-
cepted the final recommendation
of the Sales Tax Revenue Study
Committee and poll results from
Godbe Research on a voter at-
titude survey about a general 1
percent sales tax that would run
for 29 years and raise $3 million

dollars annually.

The council hoped to hone
the language at its next meeting,
which was slated for July 11.

Also on the November bal-
lot will be the election of three
of Lafayette’s five city council
seats now occupied by Mayor
Mark Mitchell, vice mayor Mike
Anderson and council member
Traci Reilly. Reilly recently an-
nounced she will not seek reelec-
tion due to family and various
other commitments, wrapping up
her term that ends in December.
As of press time, it was unclear
whether Mitchell and Anderson
will run for reelection.

925-377-0977
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$3,295,000

New
sl
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56 Merrill Circle North, Moraga
Exquisite traditional estate
property in Sanders Ranch. 6426
sqft, 6 Br, 5 Ba, paneled office, in-law suite.

Sanders

Ranch

15 Merrill Drive, Moraga
Beautiful Georgian Colonial home

‘: ’
. with striking curb appeal. 4525

sqft, 5 Br, 4.5 Ba. Gorgeous kitchen. In-law.
$2,595,000 www.15MerrillDr.com

" New
Listing!

www.56MerrillCir.com

r,-!\
4
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$2,099,990
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3 Crockett Drive, Moraga
Wonderful updated Sanders
Ranch home with pool and spa.
3730 sqft, 4 Br, 3 Ba plus beautiful office.

26 Lance Court, Moraga
Single level home, close to town.

;
! 1867 sqft, 4 Br, 2Ba on .31 acre

lot. Large family room. Cul-de-sac location.
$1,025,000

i Ril)
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUUP
925 254-3030 www.Orinda.com

www.3CrockettDr.com www.26LanceCt.com

Lafayette » Moraga * Orinda
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New Jennifer Russell
Building is Awesome

By Adam Blake

Jennifer Russel (middle) with Buddy, left and Pinky, right.

ith summer in full swing,

the Lafayette Community
Center is a bustling hub for the
town, offering classes, camps,
and special events. The sleek,
recently completed Jennifer Rus-
sell building, named in honor of
the Parks, Trails & Recreation
director, has proven to be a tre-
mendous upgrade for the facility.

As Russell prepares for re-
tirement in September, she re-
flected on her 37-year career with
the Parks and Recreation depart-
ment and the transformations of
the community center has under-
gone, from a crumbling former
elementary school to the vibrant
stronghold it is today.

Born and raised in Lafayette,
Russell has been dedicated mem-
ber of the community her entire
life. She described her tight-knit
neighborhood growing up as a
“miniature community center,”
which helped inspire her to enter
the field of parks and rec.

“Every oak tree had tree forts

Photo Andy Scheck
and zip lines and we would do
fairs and parade around the drive-
way,” Russell remembers. “We
had a great swimming pool that
the whole neighborhood shared
and we would do big events for
the Fourth of July and have an
incredible haunted house.”

Russell was hired by the city
in 1979, only 10 years after La-
fayette became incorporated. In
1984 the city purchased the fa-
cility that had previously been
Burton Elementary with the in-
tention of establishing a commu-
nity center. Russell was given the
daunting task of overseeing reno-
vations on the building, which
had been vacant for six years.

“This building was complete-
ly shuttered, there were boards
tacked onto a whole bunch of
broken windows, all the doors
were nailed shut.” Russell said.
“It was really a very desolate, sad
looking facility.”

... continued on page All
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1015 El Curtola Blvd., Walnut Creek

Feeds to top rated Lafayette Schools!
Custom 2-story Saranap beauty tucked
back off a long private driveway.

This stunning 4BD/4.5BA, 4,336+/- st
home enjoys large sunlit open living
spaces including a finished basement
with separate entrance, kitchenette & full
bathroom. Wonderful .26+/- ac offers a
large front porch and delightful outdoor
enterfaining areas.

1015ElCurtola.com
Offered at $1,625,000

Coming Soon

4BD/2.5BA
2,195+/- sq. ft.
.20+/- acre

Call for more

information.

101 Oxford Drive, Moraga

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi lves 925.788.8345

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

www.BrydonlvesTeam.com
BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com




Moraga

Public Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, July 13, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Planning Commission
Monday, July 18, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, Aug. 22, 7 p.m.

Monday, July 25, 7 p.m. canceled
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
Www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Moraga
Police
Report

Patriotic party 7/04/16: A group
of high school students at a home
on Camino Peral gathered to
celebrate our nation’s birthday.
Police responded to a report of
subjects smoking marijuana, but
when they arrived, no pot was
found. However, there were 10
young adults hanging out in the
garage with alcohol. Since it was
11 p.m. the resident was issued
a warning notice about loud
or unruly parties. What would
Thomas Jefferson do?

Mystery  projectile  breaks
car window 6/30/16: Near the
intersection of Moraga Road and
Moraga Way, a woman reported
that while she was driving, the
right front window was struck
by an unknown projectile and
shattered. She didn’t see any
subjects who may have thrown
or shot something at the window.
Police searched the area, but
didn’t find anything.

Traffic accident 6/30/16: Two
cars collided at the intersection of
School Street and Country Club
Drive in a non-injury accident
during the afternoon. Cops took
pictures and information was
exchanged, but no drama ensued.

Drunk while parked 6/28/16:
Police contacted the sole
occupant of a vehicle parked on
Canyon Road and could smell a
strong odor of alcohol coming
from inside the car. Thank
goodness the driver had parked
the car, because the subject was
determined to be extremely
intoxicated and was taken into
custody without incident and
booked for public intoxication.
Lesson: don’t drink and not
drive, or drive.

Burglary 6/28/16: A
Buckingham  Drive resident
reported that an unknown person
recently entered his garage and
stole several items. Officers were
able to identify a suspect and
recover the stolen property. The
case was submitted to the District
Attorney’s office for prosecution.
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Naming a Park 1s No Easy Process

By Sophie Braccini

his is a rare opportunity for Parks

and Recreation Commissioners
in Moraga: naming a new park, sim-
ply because new parks don’t come
along very often.

The new small “pocket park” lo-
cated across Moraga Road from the
skateboard park and to the east of the
development along Camino Ricardo,
now called Harvest Court, is the third
park dedicated to the public in Mora-
ga in the town’s existence. Of course,
the matter could not be resolved in
one session and the commissioners
thought they first needed to establish

Photo Sophie Braccini

a naming process, should new public

parks, trails or roads come along.
Commission  Chair  Jeannette
Fritzky and the six commission-
ers seemed dubious looking at the
list of possible names that had been
given to them: names of individuals
and families that played a role in the
development of Moraga, from gold
miner Windeler that settled to the east
of Carr Ranch, or Russell Bruzzone,
who developed a large part of the
downtown, or the Briones that had
four marriages with the Moragas, or
Pear or Walnut for the former agricul-
tural activity of the town.
... continued on page Al1l

Moraga Rotary Plans All-abilities Playground

By Sophie Braccini

s Moraga Rotary nears its

50th anniversary, it wants to
make a legacy contribution to the
Town of Moraga. The $250,000
project that seems to have great
momentum is the construction of a
playground for kids of all abilities
to play side-by-side, the first of its
kind in Lamorinda.

But even if the project gets
unanimous accolades, its possible
location raises again an issue that
created years of struggle in town:
the dog park and shared use of the
Rancho Laguna Park.

Rotary President Kevin Reneau
recently presented to the Parks
and Recreation Commission the
refined concept of the playground
the Moraga group has worked on
for months already. It would be lo-
cated at Rancho Laguna Park, com-
pletely fenced, with play structures
for kids with no disabilities, kids in
wheel chairs or having some move-
ment issues, and autistic children.

“It would be a playground
where all kids can play side by
side,” said an enthusiastic Renault,
stressing the fact that it would not
ostracize children with disabilities
since the structures would be fun
for all.

The 30-member group had not
planned for such a high bill when
they started brainstorming the proj-
ect. But reality quickly settled in:
just to make the ground surface safe
for all abilities will cost $75,000 to
$85,000.

“There will be 24 different el-
ements including platforms and
sunshades,” said Reneau, who also
detailed musical elements and a
quiet dome for kids who might get
overstimulated.

For designing such a far-
reaching and complex ensemble,
the Rotarians met with numerous
professionals, from the school dis-
trict, Benioff Children Hospital in
Oakland and groups specializing in
children with special needs. “We
anticipate wide community sup-
port,” said Renault.

The keen mood of the evening
was somewhat dampened, though,
by comments from the public. “It
would be a shame that all that mo-
mentum built for this all-access
park (be in conflict with) some
people start(ing to) advocate that
dogs there, especially in the morn-
ing, are incompatible with the all-
access users,” said Seth Freeman.

Barry Behr and Jeanne Moreau,
who were also at the forefront of
the fight to keep the off-leash dog
hours at Rancho Laguna Park, ex-
plained that to be all inclusive it
would make more sense to locate
the new structures at the Moraga
Commons park, a more visible and

Moraga Rotary would like to build Lamorinda’s first all-access playground.

central location, close to public
transportation.

Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioner Bill Carman agreed with
them but added that there might
not be a lot a flat surface currently
available at the Commons. How-
ever the new park could in fact re-
place existing structures and be bet-
ter integrated with other uses of the
park, such as the band shell and the
new ADA path recently added to
give better access to the Common’s
concerts to people in wheelchair.

Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Jay Ingram responded that the
Rotarians had studied all possible
locations, including schools, and
that the space at Rancho Laguna
park, even if located at the end of
the town, was the best possibility.

Reneau added that his group was
not willing to wait months for a
lengthy planning process and that
if the town would not support their
offer they would put their money
and energy somewhere else.

The Moraga Rotary will seek
the town council’s endorsement on

Image provided

Wednesday, July 13. Ingram added
that it was only reasonable for them
to ask for that support before they
embark in a major fundraising ef-
fort. The meeting will take place
at 335 Rheem Blvd. It can be fol-
lowed online live at livestream.
com/moraga.

Suspicious person 6/28/16: Not
far from Buckingham Drive, on
Francisca Drive, police were
notified about a young adult
acting suspiciously inside an open
garage. Cops located the suspect
during an area search. During the
search the suspect was identified
as being responsible for several
recent burglaries. Some of the
stolen property was recovered.

Some good crime news: Moraga
is No. 9 according to Niche 2016
Best Places rankings in their
safest places to live in California
category, besting Orinda at No. 20
and Lafayette at No. 47. Check it
out on www.Niche.com

Other crimes occurring in
Moraga from June 28 — July 5:
Identity theft — Louise Court
False alarm — Hardie Drive,
Hazelwood Place, St. Andrews
Drive

Bike stolen — Saint Mary’s College

Judy’s Nail Salon

____Anniversary14 Years in Business |
Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $45
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $30

Full Set or Shellac Gels $25

.......

FREE Hot Wax or Designs or Buffer Shinny |
<o ?\e‘“ode\ : For any combination Nails & Feet service |

$5 Coupon for Full Set, Shellac or Mani + Pedi |
(Please Bring Coupon When You Visit Our Shop)

.......

THANK YOU
LAMORINDA
CUSTOMERS

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga * (925) 377-9997 or 9998 Cell: 925-708-3448
Mon — Sat: 10 - 7

Expires 8/15/16

Local Knowledge...

Extraordinary Results

Combined 40+ years of unparalleled service
Representing buyers & sellers in Lamorinda
Trend setting marketing customized for each home

Committed to helping you achieve your goals

Bernie & Ryerson Team

Are you considering selling your home?

If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy
to provide you with a complimentary market analysis of your
home’s value, as well as a comprehensive marketing plan
detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market!

Bernie & Ryerson Team

925.200.2222 or 925.878.9685
gabernie@pacunion.com

ken@ryersonrealty.com
License #: 00686144 | 01418309

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S
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Hacienda Nights-Food Trucks
Friday, July 15

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045 « www.moragarec.com

Food Trucks Will be Rolling Into the Hacienda This Summer

By Sophie Braccini
Moraga may not be San Fran-
cisco, and the Hacienda de
Las Flores may not be Fort Mason,
but the idea of “grouping street food
vendors together to create an expe-
rience that allows neighbors to con-
nect with friends, and families to
reconnect with each other” is an ap-
pealing idea on both sides of the Bay.
That’s the motto of Off the Grid,
the popular food truck gathering,
and this summer Moraga will have
its own small-scale food truck expe-
rience one night a month for three
months on the park-like grounds of
the Hacienda. The food truck din-

ners Kick off Friday, July 15.

When Moraga celebrated its
40th anniversary two years ago, the
Parks and Recreation department
organized a community picnic at
the Moraga Commons that was
very well attended and received.
Since then, director Jay Ingram has
been looking for ways to repro-
duce the popular get-together. In-
spired by the Bay Area’s food truck
movement and the recent success
of the Campolindo High School’s
Thursday evening food trucks, he
partnered with the Hacienda Foun-
dation and the Park Foundation to

set up the Hacienda and bring food
trucks there three Fridays this sum-
mer, from 6 to 10 p.m. July 15,
Aug. 12 and Sept. 9.

The vast grounds of the Haci-
enda de las Flores will be dressed
up with large community tables,
small tables and high tables to ac-
commodate all kinds of patrons.
There is no fee to join the event,
but of course the food is for sale.
Kids games such as cornhole and
ladder golf will be coordinated on
the lawn by volunteers.

Mary Orders, the department’s
summer intern, went online to look

for interesting food trucks. Each of
the three evening will propose two
different savory trucks and one des-
ert truck. For example on July 15,
Streatery Peasant Food will make
the trip to Moraga to offer its in-
teresting fare. Calling themselves a
“glorious peasant food truck,” the
owners of Streatery offer a menu
that features oxtail and grits, spicy
peasant rice with pork patties, bris-
ket tacos and vegetarian tacos. The

eclectic menu, based on local ingre-
dients, also includes lemon ricotta
donuts and lavender lemonade. The
intern added that a Mexican food
truck and a desert truck would also
be there on July 15.

Ingram reached out to the Ha-
cienda Foundation and the Park
Foundation to fund the nights be-
cause food trucks have to get a
guaranteed minimum payment to
come to an event.

Former Council Member Crossley
Declares His Intention to Run Again

By Sophie Braccini

raig Crossley is the first of a potentially long list of candi-

dates to replace Moraga Town Council members Mike Met-

calf, Phil Arth and possibly even Roger Wykle — who is vying
for re-election— this November.

Crossley filed an intent to run form with the town clerk at the

Under new management

Lunch Special

SUSHI FIGHTER

Come to life, come to Sushi Fighter

Mention this ad and receive a
complimentary glass of Chardonnay.

Experience the new fashion style Japanese cusine
Come and meet your perfect sake from our large selection
Kids friendly (kids menu and gifts)

All you can eat (except Friday and Saturday night)

|\

W

woR

* ¥ * X X * *

beginning of the month. This would be a reelection of sorts for
Crossley, as he was a council member and two-time mayor from
1982 to 1992.

Awell-respected veteran, teacher, and town volunteer, Cross-
ley brings a record of fiscal responsibility and a dry sense of hu-
mor to the table. He was chosen Citizen of the Year in 2015. (See
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0905/Moraga-Citizen-
of-the-Year-Graig-Crossley.html.)

Take-out or delivery (within 5 miles and over $45)

Happy Hour: 4:30pm - 6:00pm (everyday, dine in only)
$1.00 Sashimi (with®)
$1.00 Hot Sake

356 PARK STREET, MORAGA (925)376 -7350

Opening hours:
Monday - Saturday 11:30am - 2:30pm; 4:30pm - 9:30pm

... continued on page A8 Sunday 4:30pm - 9:30pm

Graig Crossley Photo Sophie Braccini
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Alain Pinel Realtors®

BUILDING MEMORIES

ORINDA $1,800,000

52 Camino Don Miguel | 4bd/3.5ba
Alan Marks | 925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE $1,790,000

507 Winchester Court | 5bd/3.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives/K. Brickman | 925.258.1111

ORINDA $1,645,000

659 Cross Ridge Court | 3bd/2ba
Bill Finnegan | 925.258.1111

ORINDA $1,299,000

70 Lost Valley Drive | 4bd/3ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives | 925.258.1111

WALNUT CREEK $1,625,000

1015 El Curtola Boulevard | 4bd/4.5ba
L. Brydon/K. lves | 925.258.1111

MORAGA $1,500,000

10 Williams Drive | 4bd/2.5ba
Lori Legler | 925.258.1111

A
A = LUXURY
APR.COM ALAIN PINEL POR1/0OLIO
Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111 INTERNATIONAL®
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Orinda

Public Meetings

City Council

Tuesday, July 19, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, July 26, 7 p.m.

Sarge Littlehale Comminuty Room,
Orinda Libraray

Citizens’ Infrastructure

Oversight Commission
Wednesday, July 13, 2016, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
City Hall, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda
Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Sneak a Peak Inside These Four Beautiful Orinda Listings Currently Available!

78 Claremont Avenue, Orinda
Offered at $1,085,000
www.78claremont.com

Laura Abrams
Top 100 Agents Coldwell Banker SF Bay Area 2015 | #1 Individual Agent Coldwell Banker Orinda 2015

407 Camino Sobrante, Orinda
Offered at $2,975,000
www.407caminosobrante.com

22 South Trail Orinda
Offered at $1,425,000
www.22southtrail.com

laura@lauraabrams.com | (510) 697-3225 | www.lauraabrams.com

CalBRE # 01272382

25 Rustic Way, Orinda
Offered at $4,250,000
www.25rusticway.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report

June 12-25
Alarms 56
Noise complaints 10
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 9
Traffic stops 52
Suspicious Circumstances 15
Suspicious Subjects 21
Suspicious Vehicles 16
Animal cruelty

Safeway

Orinda Theater
Barking Dog

100 block Alice Ln.

60 block California Ave.

70 block La Encinal
Burglary

10 block La Fond Ln.

30 block Underhill Rd.

10 block Wild Plum Way
Civil

20 block Bates Blvd. (2)

20 block Camino Encinas

50 block Monte Vista Rd.

10 block Lost Valley Dr.
Death, non-criminal

10 block Altarinda Rd.

10 block Keith Dr.
Disturbance/dispute

Donald/Hall Drs. (juvenile)

Donald Dr/Cedar Ln.

10 block Theatre Square

Miramonte High School

10 block Rabble Rd

10 block Las Mesas path

Glorietta Elementary (juvenile)

Donald Dr/Alice Ln.
Drunk in Public

BevMo
DUI

El Camino Moraga/Moraga Way
Fireworks

Los Dedos/La Espiral

40 block Bates Blvd.

Manzanita Dr/Camino Pablo
Hit & Run

70 block Hillcrest Dr.

100 block Zander Dr.

10 block Owl Hill Rd.

Casa Orinda

100 block Moraga Way
ID Theft

reported to police
Illegal entry

50 block Monte Vista Rd.
Intoxicated subject

100 block Lombardy Ln.
Joyriding veh. Recovery

Hwy 24/Acalanes
Ordinance violation

50 block Sleepy Hollow

70 block Scenic Dr.

Orinda Country Club
Panhandling

Orinda Theatre
Police/Fire/ EMS

Moraga Way/Valley View Dr.
Promiscuous Shooting

10 block Pico Ct.

20 block Camino Encinas

El Toyonal/Alta Vista
Public Nuisance

St Stephens Dr./Hwy 24

200 block Orchard Rd.

40 block Longridge Rd.
Reckless Driving

San Pablo Dam /Bear Creek Rds. (2)

Camino Pablo/Manzanita

Charles Hill/Nido Ranch Rds.

Camino Pablo/Miner Rd.

Glorietta Blvd/Meadow Park

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.

Wilder/Hwy 24
Shoplift

Safeway
Suicide

10 block Lost Valley Dr.

OUSD Supe Offers Wise Words for OIS Graduates

By Sora O’Doherty

r. Carolyn Seaton hadn’t been
in the job long when she was
called upon to speak to students
being promoted from Orinda Inter-
mediate School to high school. The
new superintendent started with
Orinda Union School District on
May 2, and was still on what she
calls her “Listen and Learn Tour.”
Not having a lot of experience
with the OUSD, Seaton called in
some experts: the 2015-16 kin-
dergarten classes. Going with the
supposition that everything you
need to know you learn in kinder-
garten, she asked them to come up
with some words of wisdom for the

departing eighth graders.

Here is a sample of the advice
Dr. Seaton was able to pass along to
help the promoted students on their
way at Miramonte:

From Del Rey students Claire,
Leo, Emery, Gabrielle, Mateo, and
Sahana:

* Don’t be a bully

* When someone needs help, don’t
make fun of them, just help.

* Don’t look at somebody else’s
paper. Just ask for help.

 Don’t take things that are not
yours.

From Glorietta  students
Owen, Daisy, Ariel, Caden, Ta-

lia, and Noah:

« If you have a problem, don’t
blame someone else. If you
know something was your fault,
say “I’m sorry.”

« Introduce yourself to people you
don’t know.

* If you see a friend who is sad,
invite them to play Pokemon.
That will cheer them up.

* Always be yourself.

Sleepy Hollow students Caden,
Chloe, Ally, Mason, Mara, and
Lane suggested:
 Go to bed at your bedtime.

« Don’t brag about your work.

« Clean up if you make a mess.

* Don’t get upset if you don’t win.

Wagner Ranch students Lucy,
Chelsea, Aniek, Maya, and Brian
offered:

* Don’t hurt people.

* Be a good friend.

« Let everyone play.

* When you miss your old school
and your teachers, go back and
visit once in awhile.

Dr. Seaton congratulated the
students on their accomplishments,
and exhorted them to bring the
same exuberance they had the very
first year of school to the first year
of high school, adding, “Attitude is
everything.”

OUSD to Save a Bundle on Refinancing School Bonds

By Sora O’Doherty

hen Dr. Carolyn Seaton

made her first appearance at
an Orinda City Council meeting,
the new Orinda Union School Dis-
trict superintendent had some good
news to share: the district was sav-
ing money.

Seaton told the council that
OUSD sold $8.16 million of re-
funding general obligations bonds;
refinancing the bonds will save the
district over $975,000, which will
equal approximately $120 for the
median homeowner over the re-
maining term of the bonds.

This savings was partly made
possible by the credit upgrade from
Standard & Poor’s AA to AA+, the
highest rating of all Contra Costa
County school districts. The re-
financing of the bonds was done
through a competitive bid process,
and the district was thrilled that the
winning bid came in so low.

Seaton was pleased to deliver
this good news to the City Council
when it officially welcomed her at
its July 5 meeting. She said she be-
lieves that strong community sup-
port and a history of fiscally sound
budgetary practices were signifi-
cant factors in the credit upgrade.
Historically low interest rates in
the municipal bond market, com-
bined with high investor demand
for the district’s bonds, meant that
the refinancing led to greater than
expected savings.

Dr. Carolyn Seaton, new Orinda Union School District superintendent (center), shared good news with Orinda City

Council members, from left: Amy Worth, Darlene Gee, Mayor Victoria Smith and Dean Orr.

Photo Sora O'Doherty

Theft, Petty
Cvs
Threats
10 block Altarinda Rd.
Trespass
Sunnyside/Van Tassel Lns.
Orinda Country Club
Vandalism
500 block Moraga Way
50 block Don Gabriel Way
10 block La Fond
Violation Domestic order
70 block Coral Dr.

Complete Sewer Specialist

Locally Owned & Operated
Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

No Landscape Damage

923.932,4023

www.GoTrenchless.com

38 Years of Experience

Video Inspections & Locating

Sewers Unclogged

O
®®
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Hundreds Show Their

Colors for Charity at
Annual Haley’s Run

By Sora O’Doherty

Patriotic red paint was sprayed on the participants of Haley’s Run, held July 4.

louds of vivid red and blue

colors drenched the happy
participants of the 12th annual
Haley’s Fourth of July Color Run
for a Reason in Orinda.

In the year that Haley Tom
would have graduated from high
school, 400 people either volun-
teered, completed the two-mile
walk or ran the five-mile course

Photo Sora O'Doherty

of the annual run to benefit the
Sudden Unexplained Death in
Childhood (SUDC) Founda-
tion. Over the past 11 years, the
run has raised over $250,000 for
the foundation. The total for this
year, which will include the pro-
ceeds of the event plus money
raised by an online auction, will
also be donated to the founda-

925-377-0977
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Integrity

Knowledge

Should you remodel before selling your home?

PROJECT JOB RESALE COST
TYPE COST VALUE RECOUPED
Bathroom Remodel $23,730 $24,206 102.0%
Minor Kitchen Remodel $25,455 $34,571 135.8%

Contact Frank for a full report of cost vs. value for a wide range
of projects. | can advise you on which projects provide the
greatest return on your investment.

Results

Frank Woodward

Realtor®

, Previews Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing

CalBRE#01335916
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tion. Funds are divided between
supporting families affected by
SUDC and supporting research
into the rare and mysterious con-
ditions that resembles sudden
infant death syndrome but af-
fects children over the age of 12
months.

Haley Tom, a happy and
healthy little girl, died in May
2000 at the age of just 21 months.
In the years since, Tom’s mother,
Suzanne Tom, and her family
have hosted the annual Orinda
run to help the foundation with its
mission, which includes assist-
ing researchers who specialize in
stem cell, metabolic disorders, ir-
regular heartbeats and other dis-
orders of the heart or lungs and

other, different possible causes of
the heartbreaking condition. One
leading researcher compiles all
the medical information and data
to share with people working in
the field. More information about
the Foundation can be found at
www.sudc.org.

The Orinda event has been
adopted by the Acalanes Chapter
of the National Charity League
and mother-daughter teams vol-
unteered to help Tom organize
the fun. From stuffing envelopes
to staffing the color stations, the
girls and their mothers lightened
Tom’sworkload and seemed to be
having a blast. The red and blue
colors they puffed onto willing
runners and walkers were corn-

starch based and nontoxic. Tom
told the crowd that she had tested
them herself and found that the
colors completely washed out in
the laundry. She grew emotional
opening the event speaking about
her daughter, and thanking the
Acalanes teams for the tremen-
dous help they provided.

Those who opted for the five-
mile option enjoyed beautiful
views on lands not normally open
to the public. East Bay Municipal
Water District granted a special
permit for the run to cross their
land. Runners passed seven gates
and two bridges in the course of
the beautiful cross-country run,
Tom said.

PG&E Removal of Towers Might Cause Some Electricity Outages

By Sora O’Doherty

ore than 100 local residents
have been or will be tem-
porarily without power during
work by Pacific Gas & Electric to
remove seven obsolete transmis-
sion towers and approximately
4,300 feet of power lines in Orin-
da.
Nineteen customers were
scheduled to be briefly impacted

from about 7 to 7:30 a.m. on July
11, 13 and 14 to install a genera-
tor and from 4:30 to 5 p.m. to re-
move the generator. On July 12,
62 customers were scheduled
to be briefly impacted to install
and remove a generator and 31
customers were impacted from
approximately 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
PG&E stated that all customers

were notified and provided with a
PG&E contact name and number.
The whole project is expect-
ed to be complete by the end of
July. There will be occasional
traffic breaks during the helicop-
ter work; flaggers will be in the
area providing traffic control, and
PG&E urged drivers not to be
distracted by the helicopters.

The approximately 85-foot
steel towers and power lines
once transmitted 115 kilovolts
of electricity to local substa-
tions, but are no longer required.
The towers are located near
the following streets: Brook-
wood Road, Longridge Road,
Oak Road, Stein Way, Lloyd
Lane, Moraga Way, Sunrise Hill

Road. PG&E crews will work in
the area from 7 am. to 5 p.m,,
Monday through Friday, for the
duration of the project, pending
safe weather conditions. These
towers are similar to those over
the mini-park, but those towers
will remain in place, necessitat-
ing the removal of the redwood
trees growing beneath them.

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust

Coldwell Banker Orinda

MORAGA $3,295,000
6/5 Exquisite Branaugh home in Sanders
Ranch, 6426 sqaft, 1+ acre lot, beautiful
pool & grounds

Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,935,000
4/3.5 Elegant home w/stunning views!
Gated community with club house, pool &
tennis courts.

Kim McAtee CalBRE #01349169

LAFAYETTE $1,550,000
4/3 Very private on over 1/2 acre.
Wonderful yard with pebble-tech pool &
expansive lawn.

Jim Ellis CalBRE #00587326

LAFAYETTE $1,275,000
2/2 Lafayette’s most upscale condo-
Woodbury Terrace flats Plan B. Elegant
interiors on 3rd flr

Steve Stahle CalBRE #01861509

ORINDA
5/4.5 Breathtaking Mediterranean style
estate with approx. 4865 square feet of
living space.

Vlatka Bathgate

ORINDA

$2,995,000 ORINDA

CalBRE #01390784 Laura Abrams

7/4.5 Historic Country Club Estate

$2,975,000 MORAGA

$2,595,000
5/4.5 Exciting & prestigious in Sanders

designed by Walter Ratcliff Magical Orinda Ranch, 4525 sqft, stunning kitchen,lovely

setting.
CalBRE #01272382

garden w/pool!

Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

$1,199,000 MORAGA/CANYON

5/2 Fabulous Updated Glorietta Home on  4/2 PRIVATE RETREAT in highly desirable
.65 Acres Close to Schools, BART & Town Campolindo neighborhood. One Iv home

Finola Fellner

CalBRE #01428834 w/open flr plan.
Vlatka Bathgate

CalBRE #01390784

$1,098,000

THIS 15 HOME

This is where silly moments,
crazy laughter and unforgettable
memories can be found.

This is where awesomeness
happens.

Coldwell Banker.
Where home begins.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

#ThislsHome
#CBOrinda

ORINDA $1,085,000
3/2 Beautifully remodeled single story
home w/contemporary elements located
on upper Claremont

Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

ORINDA $2,368,000
5/4.5 Spectacular Gated Estate. Peaceful
Setting. Views! Close to Town/BART. Top
Schools.

Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE #01388020

ORINDA $1,599,000
5/3 Beautiful new construction in
downtown Orinda. Spectacular
appliances/finishes throughout
McAtee|Wilson CalBRE #01809247

ORINDA $1,425,000
3/2.5 Remodeled charming wood
shingled traditional! Plus newly
constructed 1000 SF Great room.

Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

MORAGA/CANYON $679,000
3/2 BEAUTIFUL Ascot Highlands home.
Front court yd w/landscape, back yd w/
patio & views.

The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

Coldwell Banker’

HOME PROTECTION A
PLAN

Home Shield

@J' ¢b californiahome.me | ‘f /cbcalifornia | ®/cb_california | P /cbcalifornia |

You

@ /coldwellbanker

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304
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Fire Districts

Public Meetings

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Moraga-Orinda  Fire

District Board of Directors
Wednesday, July 20, 7 p.m.

Go to website for meeting location
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, July 19, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,

651 Pine St., Martinez

For meeting times and agendas,
visit

http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Emergency response information
and training:

Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team
(CERT)

www.lamorindacert.org.

1

* HARDWOODS
* CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY ~-OWNED
30 YEARS !

TAXI BLEU

Dispatch:

925-849-2222

Direct:

925-286-0064

www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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MOFD to Consider Prefunding Retirement Costs

By Nick Marnell

n order to mitigate the oftentimes
wild fluctuations of the required
payment to fund its retirement
plan, the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict board July 6 agreed to consider
establishing a pension stabilization
program, an irrevocable trust fund
designed to prefund pension costs
and offset net pension liability. The
district entered into a similar pro-
gram in 2015 to prefund its other
post-employment benefits and to
offset its OPEB liability.
MOFD is required to contrib-
ute an actuarially determined pay-
ment each year to the Contra Costa

County Employees’ Retirement
Association, the manager of the
MOFD pension plan. That pay-
ment funds the retirement benefits
earned during the year, plus any
unfunded district pension liability.

But the payment required by
CCCERA can be volatile, based
largely on its investment rate of re-
turn. Roughly speaking, the lower
the discount rate, the higher the
payment. The district contribution
to CCCERA in 2014 was $3.1 mil-
lion; last year, the payment rose
to $4.5 million. By entering into a
pension stabilization program, the

district hopes to avoid —or even
eliminate — these large CCCERA
payment fluctuations.

“You will maintain complete
local control of your assets, and
the account can be accessed at any
time as long as funds are used to
pay your pension obligation,” said
Mitch Barker, executive vice presi-
dent of Public Agency Retirement
Services, a consulting firm that also
set up the district health care trust.

PARS representatives will rec-
ommend how much the district
should prefund into the pension
stabilization trust at a future board

meeting. By comparison, in 2015
the district reported a net OPEB
obligation of $6.5 million; MOFD
prefunded $84,000 that year into its
health care trust fund.

“In principle, 1 think this is the
right way to go,” director Brad
Barber said, as director Fred Weil
cautioned the board not to get car-
ried away with prefunding because
of the district’s improved financial
situation.

“We still have a district to run,”
Weil said. “We have responsibili-
ties to the community and to our
employees.”

Politics 1s Music to Supervisor Andersen’s Ears

By Nick Marnell

Candace Anderson stands in front of her Lafayette office.

Had Contra Costa County Su-
pervisor Candace Andersen
pursued her mother’s wishes with
the same zeal that she has devoted
to her civic career, Andersen might
have become the concertmaster
with the San Francisco Symphony
Orchestra.

“My mother wanted me to be
a musician,” said Andersen, whose
District 2 includes Lamorinda. She
started playing the piano, then the
violin in her high school string
quartet. She attended Brigham
Young University as a music major
and joined the university orchestra.

“But | found out there were a
lot better musicians out there than
I was,” Andersen said. Seduced
by a political science course, and
with the guidance of her father — a
lawyer who taught Andersen how
to craft an argument, even against
topics like the imposition of her

All Airports
Served 24/7

Cabinet Modifications & Repairs

925.827.1093

Building cabinetry for over 25 years:
 Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
 Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
 Cabinet water damage and repairs

www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

own curfew — she switched her
major to public policy and enrolled
at the BYU law school.

She began her law career in
Hawaii writing appellate briefs for
the prosecutor’s office and arguing
them before the Hawaii Supreme
Court. Andersen put her career on
hold after she started a family and
moved to California. “The Kkids
needed a mom more than a law-
yer,” she said. “Then maybe they
wouldn’t need a lawyer later.”

In 1991, as she rocked a colicky
baby to sleep, Andersen flipped
through the cable channels and no-
ticed a posting on the Morgan Hill
government station for openings in
the parks commission and the rent
stabilization commission.

“I can do that,” she said. “And |
can give back to the community.”

She secured both appointments,
and her career as a public servant
rocketed from there: Morgan Hill
city council, Danville city council,
Danville mayor. Just as Andersen
was about to begin her second term
as Danville mayor in 2011, Gayle
Uilkema announced her retirement
from the Board of Supervisors and
she urged Andersen to run for the
District 2 seat.

“Why would | want to do that?”
she said. “My goal was to have
Gayle reelected.”

But the two met for a three-
hour lunch, at which Uilkema
walked Andersen through the job
description, lecturing her about the

Photo Andy Scheck
time and intensity the job of super-
visor demanded. “And she warned
me against taking this job if | was
in it for the money,” Andersen said.
In December 2011, she decided to
run, and Uilkema’s endorsement
help Andersen win a close, intense
race.

Her most rewarding moment
as a public official came when the
county voted to implement Laura’s
Law, permitting courts to order
treatment for those who have been
hospitalized or jailed because of
mental illness or have exhibited
violence toward themselves or oth-
ers. Her toughest call was her re-
cent vote as a board member of the
Contra Costa County Employees’
Retirement Association to lower its
target investment rate to 7 percent,
forcing government employees and
agencies to contribute more toward
their retirement funds.

“It was the right thing to do, but
with a serious cost to the county,”
she said.

Andersen was born in Wash-
ington, D.C. and raised in Ho-
nolulu. She attended the same
private school that produced an-
other famous public servant. “You
mean Barry?” she said. “When he
came on the political scene they
announced this senator from Ha-
waii, Barrack Obama, from Puna-
hou School. I called my sister in
Boston. Who is Barrack Obama?”
That’s Barry, confirmed her sister,
who was in Obama’s class, one year

behind Andersen. “Barry? Chubby
Barry?” Andersen said. “I would
have never thought he’d grow up
to be president. He was busy on
the stoner bench. | was this nice
Mormon girl, stuck in the uncool
orchestra schedule.” They later met
at the White House at a Conference
of Mayors and acknowledged their
high school history.

Andersen, a Republican, has
nothing positive to say about her
party’s presumptive presidential
nominee, Donald Trump. “The
rhetoric is not acceptable,” Ander-
sen said. “He should be articulating
messages that will resonate with
voters across the aisle that offer
true steps to make America great. |
have yet to see that. I’ve only heard
unprofessional and mean-spirited
discourse. | am undecided as to
whom | will vote for.”

Andersen loves to cook, with
a weakness for rich desserts. “By
the time | graduated high school, |
could cook anything,” she said. And
dark chocolate gets her through te-
dious civic meetings. Asked what
she was reading, she pulled up
“The Nine,” a book about the Su-
preme Court by Jeffrey Toobin, on
her electronic device.

Andersen does sport a few
blemishes on her resume. She land-
ed in big trouble when she rolled
the family jeep in Molokai. “Right
to the edge of the guardrail. One
broken arm.” And she was busted
in high school when she snuck out
for ice cream after a church func-
tion. Andersen even dated the oc-
casional boy her mother did not
approve of. Chubby Barry would
have been impressed.

Despite her oftentimes lone
wolf approach to county issues —
such as voting against allocating
funds for the struggling East Con-
tra Costa County Fire Protection
District and voting against her own
pay raise — Andersen was elected
board chair in January. In June she
ran unopposed and was reelected as
District 2 supervisor. She said she
vows to continue to focus on issues
that affect her cities.

“As your county supervisor,
what can | do for you?” she said.

Moraga
Crossley

Crossley says he was asked by
a few friends to run for council.
“It is important to have respon-
sible community members on the
council,” he says, referring to the
fact that Metcalf and Arth will not
run again. He believes that he will
bring a high level of community
interest and knowledge to the job.
Since he was on the council over

20 years ago Crossley has kept up
his involvement with the city’s af-
fairs, following major issues, vol-
unteering on committees and with
local foundations, and is not shy in
giving his opinion and sometimes
proposing new things.

Crossley was not a supporter of
the Moraga Open Space Ordinance
(MOSO) when it was passed, but
he reflects today that it had a posi-
tive outcome.

“When | look at our hills and
I don’t see homes, | think it was
probably a good thing” he says,
adding that the rights of the prop-
erty owners have to be taken into
consideration, and that if the town
wants public purpose on private
land, owners should be compen-
sated.

Protecting the character of the
town will be one of his objectives.
He says that seeing the deep scars
on the hill off Camino Ricardo —
site of the Harvest Court develop-
ment — is not what people want to
see, and that having allowed mas-
sive two-story homes uphill next to

... continued from page A4

the street was probably not the best
choice.

“A single story on that first house
would have been a way to deal with
the visual impact,” he says.

Regarding the Moraga Center
Specific Plan, he rejoices that plan-
ning staff is working on a precise
zoning that will ultimately create
the look and feel people want to
see.

“1 hope people get involved in
this process,” he adds.

Crossley defines himself as fis-
cally conservative and knows that
Moraga’s income has been restrict-
ed since the passage of Proposition
13. He believes that if funds were
to come to the town, such as devel-
oper’s fees, the first use should be
addressing issues that have to do
with safety.

Crossley says he wants to listen
to the people. His web site, www.
graigcrossley.com, will be up and
running in a few weeks. His team is
already forming with John Haffner
as his campaign manager and Ed
Beatson as treasurer.
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Fighting Drug and Alcohol Abuse Among Lamorinda Teens

... continued from page Al

When fully staffed, Friday Night
Live will have teen age volun-
teers who, with the aid of two
employees, will go into three
high school and one middle
school to work on alcohol and
drug issues.

Before the end of the school
year, Rich met with every senior
at Miramonte to talk about the
challenges facing them over the
summer and then moving on to
college. When she meets with
students, she gives them informa-
tion, but, she points out, she also
gets information from them. Will
they be drinking over the sum-
mer? Yeah! Anytime, anywhere,
particularly outdoors. At parties,
in the homes of their friends.

Will parents be at home?
Rich notes that parents are usu-
ally not home, but might be,
perhaps upstairs. She talks about
some norms that she is trying to
break, including the myth that it
is safer if teens drink at a party
at home, where a parent is in
charge. Among other reasons for
objecting to this norm, it is just
not good role modeling, she says.

Rich admits that we are never
going to get to a goal of no teen
drinking, but explains that her
goal is to delay the start of drink-
ing and to prevent binge drink-
ing. The earlier drinking begins,
the greater risk of addiction and
greater potential harm is to brain
development. The human brain is
not fully developed until around
age 25. The amount of alcohol
consumed has been shown to
rise nationwise from the time a
person starts drinking, to peak
at around age 25, and then to
decline. For brain development,
this is the exact opposite to what
should happen.

The average age nationwide
for consuming a first drink is 12
years old. Furthermore, teens
are drinking to great excesses,
but they believe that it is nor-
mal. Even more so, adults think
it is normal for kids to drink: kids
will be kids!

Teens were unable to de-
fine binge drinking, and were
shocked when they heard the
official definition. According to
the National Institute of Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism, binge
drinking is defined as 4 or more
drinks within two hours for girls
and five or more drinks in two
hours for boys. A survey of 11th
graders in the Acalanes Union
High School District revealed
that 35 percent admitted to binge
drinking in the past 30 days. Bear
in mind, Rich points out, that this
means that 65 percent have not
been binge drinking.

Other Drugs a Problem

In fact, she says, alcohol and
marijuana use has leveled off,
while the abuse of prescription
drugs is going up a bit, accord-
ing to the latest California Health
Kids Survey. Teens may abuse
drugs that have been prescribed
to them, for example Oxycontin

for sports injuries, or prescribed
to others. The most abused drugs
are stimulants prescribed for at-
tention deficit hyperactivity dis-
order. These drugs are perceived
as benign, and kids take them
thinking that they’ll perform
better on a test. Rich is quick to
point out that one pill can Kkill,
especially when combined with
alcohol. In addition, most teens
are unaware of the legal conse-
quences of taking someone else’s
prescription drugs or of selling
yours, which could lead to ar-
rest, prosecution and a criminal
record.

Rich is particularly concerned
about the dangers of marijuana,
especially because a measure to
legalize marijuana is scheduled
to be on the November ballot in
California. While she acknowl-
edges that the consequences of
excessive alcohol can be more
catastrophic, she believes that
early and frequent use of mari-
juana is worse for brain develop-
ment, causing Kids to check out
from activities that they used to
enjoy, such as hiking or listening
to music, and to become bored
with normal activities when they
are not high. Moreover, it is so
easy to obtain, and, if legalized,
it will only get easier. Rich says
that most people do not realize
that the ballot measure would
prohibit marijuana use under the
age of 21.

In the autumn Rich wants to
connect with athletic coaches,
who are often the first adult teens
will talk to. She wants to provide
them with more information on
the misuse of prescription drugs
and supply handouts they can
pass along to students. Another
of her top goals is the get at least
one city in the Lamorinda area
to expand their social host ordi-
nance to include marijuana and
controlled substances. Moraga
recently strengthened their social
host ordinance Rich said, while
Lafayette relies on the prohibi-
tion in the California Business
and Professions Code on furnish-
ing alcohol to a minor.

Rich also seeks to make teens
aware of the 911 Amnesty Law,
adopted following the death of
Orinda teen Joe Loudon, that
enables people to call 911 for
assistance for another person
without fear of being prosecuted
for underage drinking. The law,
says Rich, isn’t intended as a free
pass, but is meant to encourage
teens who have been drinking to
make a call if a friends appears to
be in need of medical help, rather
than putting the friend in a bed-
room hoping they’ll sleep it off.

What Parents Can Do

There is no lack of things for
teens to do, Rich says, but there
is always time to drink. She urges
parents to be alert to what their
kids are doing, where they are
going, and to be sure that they
will not be served alcohol at par-
ties or events. “No one wants to

be the odd man out,” she notes,
the norm is that that is not what
we do. But we need to change the
norm, because we all want every-
body’s kids to be happy, healthy
and safe.

meet in July, but usually meets
every second Wednesday of the
month at the Orinda City Hall.
The next meeting will be Aug.
10, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Everyone is welcome and par-

At any time that you have
questions or concerns, Rich says
to contact her at Jaime@chd-pre-
vention.org or call her at (925)
349-7338. She is a resource that
is there for the community.

ADAPT Lamorinda will not ents are encouraged to attend.
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Financial Tips for Travelers Heading Abroad

By Lynn Ballou

ummer is here, it’s time to

travel and see the world.
Many of you may be planning
to take advantage of the great
exchange rates and visit places
you’ve only dreamed of before.
There’s a lot to think about be-
fore you take off, and many great
websites and books chock full of
terrific information about staying
safe. This column will focus on a
few practical tips from the finan-
cial perspective; a few you may
already have in mind, and we can
explore a couple of others you
may not have considered.

1) Credit cards: Try to
travel with two, and leave the rest
at home in your safe along with
any other unneeded items that
might have your social security
or other personal information on
them. If you are traveling with a
spouse or partner, maybe each of
you can carry two different cards.
If one is stolen or lost, or you
reach your daily limit, it will be
very helpful to have the other as
backup. Call each card company
before you go (for some you can
now do this online) and provide
them with your itinerary so that
you will not find your charges
denied. Be sure you have chip

enabled cards and a four digit
numeric PIN set up on each. Test
them before you leave, and check
that they don’t expire while you
are gone. Make a copy (or a list)
of the front and back of each card
to leave at home and another to
bring with you.

Another idea is to store copies
of these cards in the cloud. There
are a number of secure sites you
can use to store documents these
days. Be sure to choose a very se-
cure password and only use this
approach if you are traveling to
places with cell and internet ser-
vice and not remote areas where
you are unable to retrieve the in-
formation.

2) ATM and Debit Cards:
I’m not a big fan of traveling with
debit cards because a thief can so
quickly drain your bank account.
I think it’s very helpful to travel
with an ATM card because some-
times local currency is all that’s
acceptable, there’s a lower liabil-
ity to you, and less can be stolen.
Check your daily limit to be sure
it’s to your liking and maybe have
some local currency on hand be-
fore you travel. When you do use
ATM machines overseas, be sure
they are legit. | prefer to only use

those at an actual bank branch.

3) Passport: Make sure it’s
current a few months before you
go and won’t expire until well
after you return in case you are
delayed. Make a copy to leave at
home with a trusted friend, family
member or house sitter and bring
a copy with you as well (or as
above, use a cloud storage solu-
tion). If you do bring a hard copy,
place a copy of your passport and
credit cards in your hotel safe.
Again, I’m sorry, but I’'m a paper
fan. If my purse is stolen along
with my phone, laptop or iPad, |
can go to the hotel safe, use the
hotel phone and visit the embas-
sy with my paper copy. But the
risk, of course, is that my paper
copy can just as easily be stolen
or compromised. I’m learning to
embrace the cloud.

4)  Medical Costs: So, true
confessions — | actually never
thought about this until my last
overseas vacation when | be-
came ill. Luckily, | only needed
a few hundred dollars in care.
Kelly Nicoll, account manager
with Colleen Callahan Insurance
Services in Pleasant Hill, told
me that regarding foreign travel
medical costs, “most employer-

based and individual plans cover
life-or-death emergencies only;
less severe ailments we might go
to Urgent Care at home for, like
getting sick or spraining an ankle,
are usually not covered under for-
eign travel benefits.” She further
said that my husband and | could
have purchased an excellent joint
coverage plan for about $200 with
a very low deductible and reason-
ably high coverage. | feel VERY
lucky that nothing worse hap-
pened, and trust me, next time we
travel, setting this up will be one
of my first priorities.

5) Cell phone plans: In
my past experience, it’s not been
a barrel of fun to get on the phone
with my provider and make
changes in coverage. But | have to
say that this last time, they made
it pretty darn easy. I called to find
out my choices for international
calls, texting and content access
and was able to set up a plan for
my number and a different plan
for my husband who uses his
phone less. For a relatively low
fee, | knew that | wouldn’t come
back to a wild, unpredictable bill,
and if I did, I had it all document-
ed, including a confirm number
about what was set up, which they

also confirmed by email.

| hope this is helpful and adds to
your financial peace of mind as
you plan your next wanderings. |
wish you safe and very enjoyable
travels. Bon Voyage!

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER
(tm) professional and Regional Director with EP
Wealth Advisors, a Registered Investment Ad-
visory firm in Lafayette. Information used in the
writing of this column is believed to be factual
and up-to-date, but we do not quarantee its accu-
racy and it should not be regarded as a complete
analysis of the subject discussed. All information
is derived from sources deemed to be reliable. All
expressions of opinion reflect the judgment of
the author as of the date of publication and are
subject to change. Please consult with qualified
advisors when considering any action related to
the topic discussed herein.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are
intended to inform the community about
local business activities, not to endorse a
particular company, product or service.

Business Bites

Compiled by Vic Ryerson

BevMo to Open Lafayette Store

BevMo, the Concord-based chain of bever-
age emporiums, will soon be adding a store
in Lafayette, adding to the town’s growing
list of retail food and beverage outlets. The
new store will be located at 3590 Mt. Diablo
Boulevard. The grand opening is currently
set for July 28. Check www.bevmo.com for
further details.

Christmas in July???

We’re done celebrating the Fourth of July, so
it’s time to do some Christmas shopping. The
Assistance League Way Side Inn Thrift
Shop in Lafayette is obligingly preparing for
its annual “Christmas in July” event, which
will be held from Tuesday, July 19, through
Saturday, July 30 this year. The organiza-
tion says its volunteer elves are uncrating all
manner of Christmas inventory so you can be
prepared when the season comes. The store
is located at 3521 Golden Gate Way in the
heart of downtown Lafayette. For informa-
tion about the League, visit its website at
www.diablovalley.assistanceleague.org.

Bluemercury Skincare coming to
Lafayette

Bluemercury Skincare, the Washington,
D.C.-based spa and purveyor of specialty
skin care products, is coming to La Fiesta
Square. The store will be located in the space
formerly occupied by Pendleton. Informa-
tion about the company’s products and ser-
vices is available at www.bluemercury.com.

More Fitness in Store for Lafayette
Wondering about that buildout going on at
3517 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, a few doors east
of the plaza? Orangetheory Fitness will
be opening a colorful new workout facility
there in August or September, offering one-
hour workouts in a group personal training
setting. In the meantime, memberships are
being offered at pre-opening rates. Contact
Lisa Hanhan at (925) 299-9800 for details,
or check out www.orangetheoryfitness.com
for details about the company’s program.

Be a Hero to Local Seniors
Mobility Matters is looking for volunteers
to provide rides for otherwise homebound

Lamorinda seniors. Formerly known as Se-
nior Helpline Services (SHS), the organiza-
tion assists area seniors with transportation
needs through a network of volunteer driv-
ers and a toll-free helpline for those seeking
transportation. It is also the only volunteer
driver program for members of Lamorinda
Village. Contact Mobility Matters at (925)
284-4831 for more information.

Chamber Music

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
www.lafayettechamber.org (925) 284-7404
Lamorinda Small Business Forum will pres-
ent Protecting Your Business — Robbery/
Recovery/Emergency, on Thursday, July 14,
5:30to 7 p.m., at the Bank of the West Lafay-
ette Branch, 3583 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafay-
ette. The program is open to all businesses
throughout Lamorinda.

Coffee with the Police Chief/Business Is-
sues Forum will be held Friday, July 22, at 8
a.m. in the Chamber Conference Room. This
event is open to everyone.

The Green Committee will hold an open
meeting July 26 from noon to 1 p.m. in the
Chamber Conference Room. Please park on
the street.

The Ten Chamber Mega Mixer will be
Thursday, July 28, from 5 to 7:00 p.m. at the
Pleasant Hill Community Center, 320 Civic
Drive, Pleasant Hill. Contact the Chamber
for details.

Moraga Chamber of Commerce
www.moragachamber.org (925) 323-6524
The August mixer is 5 to 7 p.m. August 16:
Beer at the Bruns/Cal Shakes. RSVP by Au-
gust 10. (510) 548-3422 x118.

Chamber/Community Barbecue, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 23. Sponsored by Safeway.
RSVP kathe@moragachamber.org.

Orinda Chamber of Commerce
www.orindachamber.org (925) 254-3909

If you have a business brief to share,
please contact
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Solar Installations Sprouting at Schools in Lamorinda

... continued from page Al

Workers install solar panals at OIS.

There are differences of opinion about
the best way to fund the solar plants, and in
one instance the aesthetics of the structures
is causing angst among some neighbors, but
all indications are that the striking structures
will be as universal as athletic fields at area
schools.

Acalanes Union High School District
will have the largest installations, with con-
struction currently underway at all of its
comprehensive high school campuses. The
most powerful array, at Las Lomas in Wal-
nut Creek, will provide a guaranteed reduc-
tion of 1,200 kilowatts used by the school,
followed by Miramonte’s, which will reduce
use by 1,116. Kilowatt reductions at the oth-
er campuses are slightly less. The reduction
of the district’s carbon footprint will be the
equivalent of taking 350 cars off the road,
officials say.

AUHSD’s solar panel arrays will be

Photo Victor Ryerson

backed up by Tesla batteries, which will
store unused power for peak period use.
During the daytime hours, the solar panels
will generate electricity for the school’s
needs. The systems are tied into the electric
grid, and excess power generated during
peak periods, such as afternoons and sum-
mers, will be sold to PG&E. Conversely, ex-
cess needs will be satisfied by PG&E when
required. Such high-use facilities as stadium
athletic lights, tennis court lights and swim-
ming pools make high schools big power us-
ers, and facilities manager Dave Humphrey
says the systems will never zero out or pro-
duce a positive income stream. California
Public Utilities Commission regulations
also limit the district’s overall production to
a maximum of 85 percent of its needs under
the district’s power purchase agreements,
he says, so the systems are precluded from
generating positive cash flow until a buyout

opportunity in 25 years makes it feasible.
In the meantime, power supplier Solar City
pays for the installations and maintains them
under a service agreement, and sells power
to the district at a specified rate per kilowatt
hour.

Orinda Union School District has taken
a different approach to ownership. It is in-
stalling solar systems this summer at Orinda
Intermediate School, and at Wagner Ranch,
Glorietta, Del Rey and Sleepy Hollow el-
ementary schools, buying them outright and
paying for them through the sale of power.
Although smaller than the installations at the
high schools, the five systems are expected
to generate power in excess of the schools’
needs and earn thousands of dollars in ben-
efits for the district each year. The reason
for the different financial outcome for the
district is the funding method selected, and
OUSD has been very fortunate. Specifically,
with the help of low-cost bond financing, the
district has purchased the systems instead of
contracting with an owner solar company
to buy the power under a power purchase
agreement.

With the help of a consultant, the district
looked closely at both options, and conclud-
ed that outright ownership was the way to
go. Moreover, the consultant helped the dis-
trict obtain Clean Renewable Energy Bond
financing, which provides a low rate of in-
terest. The process is competitive, and Stu-
art House, the district’s facilities manager, is
ecstatic about the result.

“We won’t spend one penny of taxpayer
money,” he said, and the bond payoff will
occur in 17 years. House anticipates that the
district will receive $50 thousand annually
in benefits over and above the bond cost
from sale of the excess power, and that these
benefits might continue for 25 years — all
without any taxpayer investment. The ben-

efits will save dollars that would otherwise
have to be paid to PG&E from the district’s
general fund, and those funds will be avail-
able to the district for other uses.

There will be side benefits as well. More
than just being a symbolic gesture to encour-
age environmental awareness, the systems
will provide a hands-on tool for students to
use to calculate actual impacts. For exam-
ple, touch-screen kiosks at OIS will provide
information about the amount of energy be-
ing used at the school, and furnish data nec-
essary for science and math classes to cal-
culate the tons of carbon dioxide production
spared and the gallons of gasoline saved. On
a more mundane level, the shady structures
will afford covered parking for automobiles
at all of the campuses, with very few park-
ing spaces lost because of the construction.
OUSD’s consideration of solar power began
when it sought to air-condition its schools,
but was discouraged by the $10 million cost.
The new power source now brings that pos-
sibility within range.

Not all of the impacts of the program are
so rosy, however. A group of residents on
Martha Road across the street from Glori-
etta School, which is slated to have a sepa-
rate solar array close to the street on each
side, is seeking a stop work order and a bet-
ter solution to the issue. They point out that
the installations at all the other schools are
smaller and are out of the sight of neighbor-
ing residences, and that the massive struc-
tures at Glorietta are inconsistent with the
surrounding neighborhood’s character and
village feel. Discussions with the district are
in progress.

In the meantime, expect to see construc-
tion of the big arrays underway at all of the
area’s schools. The power they produce
should be flowing by the time the first bell
rings in August.
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New Jennifer Russell Building is Awesome

The Jennifer Russell Building is home to Camp Awesome this summer.

Russell fought hard to revive
the facility and helped establish the
Community Center Foundation,
which continues to raise funds to-
day. Little by little the facility con-
tinues to be updated; however the
only new structure is the Jennifer
Russell building.

The $2.4 million multipurpose
room opened on October 1 and re-
placed the aging Manzanita room,
which was built in 1954. The mod-
ern, energy efficient 5,300 square
foot space is used for summer
camps, sports activities, fundrais-
ers and private events. For 12 years
Russell pushed for the new build-
ing and felt relieved when it rose to
the top of the priority list.

“1 think the city looked at this
community center as financially
very successful,” Russell said. “It
seemed that a good thing to reinvest
into something that successful so
that it can continue to grow which
is exactly what the new building
allowed us to do: offer a lot more
than we ever could before.”

Camp Awesome is using the
space this summer and has strongly
felt the benefits of the new building.
Counselor Michael Fink described
upgrades such as air conditioning,
extra space for indoor sports, and
embedded TVs for movies and vid-
eogames.

“The bathrooms and drinking
fountains are the best part because
we no longer have to do continu-
ous bathroom trips to the public
restrooms and no longer have to fill
up coolers and use cups to give the
kids water,” Fink said.

Russell was delightfully sur-
prised at the demand to use the new
space, which she says has exceeded
expectations. Highlights from the
past year include the haunted house
on Halloween and the Lafayette
Partners in Education fundraiser.
Even more unexpected however,
was when she first learned that the
building would be named for her.
In fact, almost a year after comple-
tion she still is getting used to see-
ing her named displayed in shiny,
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white letters over the entrance of
the structure.

“It’s still a surprise...when 1
drive inand I see my name up there
I go “‘what is that?’” Russell said.

Russell was caught off guard
at a general staff meeting when
the mayor at the time, Brandt An-
dersson, made an appearance and
suggested the building should be
named in her honor.

“I couldn’t hold it back and I
just took my coat and put it over
my head and started crying,” Rus-
sell said. “Commissioner Singer
slid me some Kleenexes and | kept
thinking “get it together.””

Ironically, Russell had helped
write the original naming policy
with the intention of recognizing
volunteers and was not expecting
a staff member to be suggested, let
alone herself. Russell’s fellow staff
members, however, felt strongly
that she deserved the recognition.

“Jennifer was there for the re-
purposing of the school; she helped
develop every aspect of the center

since the city took over the site and
it’s fitting that the first brand new
building on site be named after the
person that work so hard to build a
center that the community could be
proud of,” Recreation Supervisor
Jonathan Katayanagi said.

With only a couple of months
left on the job, Russell noted that
she’s never been bored a single day
in her career, but as a self-described
nature nut, looks forward to having
time to enjoy the surroundings and
explore national parks.

“It’s been a great ride and |
feel good about handing the baton
to someone who is going to be as
energetic, and have the passion to
keep things going,” Russell said.

... continued from page A3

“I’ve never been bored at this
job, not one day. There’s always
surprises. You never know what the
day’s going to bring, both positive
and negative. It’s a wonderful ca-
reer, especially in a town that you
know well and you want the best
for. So you do your darndest and
you can become very passionate.

“Over the years there are many
times that I’d said, ‘I don’t have
time for that.” So | have to say I’'m
looking forward to finally having
the time for the things that | keep
saying | don’t have time for. | love
to hike, I’'m a real nature nut so I’'m
really looking forward to going to
some national parks that I’ve al-
ways wanted to go to.”

Letters to the Editor

Deceptive Headline and Photo
Intentionally Misled Readers

I am in disbelief that the
editor of the Lamorinda Weekly
allowed the headline to read as
follows: “Womenpriests Ordain
First Orinda Woman Catholic
Priest.” (June 29.) This headline
is completely fictitious. The
casual reader would read the
headline and assume that the

Catholic Church is allowing
women priests. Nothing could
be further from the truth. Only
a careful reading of the article
revealed that this purported
ordination had nothing to do with
the Roman Catholic Church.

Why the fallacious
obfuscating headline?

To make matters worse, the
photograph of Ms. Truelson,
dressed in a priest outfit, holding

and

hosts purporting to be the Body
of Jesus Christ, was extremely
offensive, insulting and
distasteful. The photograph was
a mockery directed toward those
Roman Catholics who revere and
venerate the Real Presence of our
Savior.

Ann L. Vaccaro
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All
published letters will include the writer’s name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live
in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes
only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda
Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Moraga

Naming a Park

Parks and recreation Director Jay
Ingram indicated that the staff’s
suggestion was Dos Rios (two riv-
ers) since two creeks converge on
the park’s site.

Fritzky suggested that rather
than choosing a name immediately,
the commission should agree on a
process. Ingram noted that there
was no such thing as a park naming

policy and that the commission had
the authority to make a recommen-
dation to the town council.

Bob Giomi proposed that each
commissioner propose five names
each and open the selection to the
public via an online poll. Commis-
sioners shied away from involving
the public and rather preferred ask-
ing the opinion of local groups such

... continued from page A4

as the Historical Society or the Park
and Hacienda Foundations.

The commissioners will each
send a few names to Ingram, who
will circulate them among the local
groups. At their next meeting, on
July 19, the commissioners will re-
view the list and decide on the next
step of their naming process.
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By Cathy Dausman

riends often meet in the park

to enjoy conversation and
refreshments, especially during
summer, but at least one group
at Moraga Commons Park was
there June 25 with a second
agenda. Members of the Lamor-
inda Area Radio Interest Group
met to participate in the Ameri-
can Radio Relay League’s na-
tionwide Field Day.

ARRL says Field Day, held
the fourth full weekend in June,
is the most popular annual on-
the-air event in the U.S. and Can-
ada; 2016 marked its 102nd year.

Twelve LARIG members
joined more than 35,000 fed-
erally licensed radio amateurs
nationwide for the event. The
amateurs, also known as “hams,”
began antenna placement and
gear assembly at 7 a.m. Some
antennas resembled a larger ver-
sion of those formerly used for
residential rooftop TV reception,
while others were little more than
meters-long lengths of wire sus-
pended in the tree tops. Treetop
antennas were placed with the
help of an air cannon and light-
weight drone.

Each antenna was designed to
capture different radio frequen-
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Lamorinda ‘Hams’ Have a Field Day

Local radio enthusisats gear up for Field Day.

Photo Cathy Dausman

cies in the high- and very-high
bands. Under ideal conditions
this setup would allow the op-
erators to make voice, digital or
even old-fashioned Morse code
contact with other amateur con-
testants from Alaska to British
Columbia and Hawaii, and from
Minnesota to Arizona and Flori-
da using only a small generator
or 12-volt battery for power.

And make contact they did,
beginning at 11 a.m. local time.
The contest begins simultaneous-
ly across North America and runs
for 24 hours, although LARIG
elected to limit their participation
to Saturday only. For contest pur-
poses, communication with other
stations was limited to exchang-
ing call sign IDs, station class
and location.

“CQ, CQ (short for “I seek
you™), Field Day, this is K-6-O-
R-I (the LARIG club call sign).”
This standard call went out from
every radio operator. When a sta-
tion responded, the other group’s
information was logged, and
K60RI responded with “we are
three-alpha (operating three ra-
dio bands on alternative power),
East Bay.”

On it went — long past lunch,
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in the heat of the day, in the ac-
quisition and disappearance of
signal strength across the bands.
Field Day is a contest, yes, but it
also serves as an opportunity for
Lamorinda amateurs who vol-
unteer as emergency radio com-
municators in Lafayette, Moraga
and Orinda to hone their skills.

Gene Gottfried of Orinda is a
longtime experienced radio oper-
ator. He is known as an “Elmer,”
or mentor in amateur radio par-
lance.

“I first became involved in
emergency preparedness in 1987
in connection with our Neighbor-
hood Watch program,” he said.
“Ham radio seemed to be the best
way to establish emergency com-
munications, and [ got my first
license in 1996.”

“Field Day gets us out of
the house and into the field with
whatever equipment we can
use that is run from batteries or
portable generators,” explained
LARIG member Fred Lothrop
of Lafayette. He said the group
made contact with more than 60
stations across the U.S. Lothrop
devoted his day to mentoring
new member Tony Angelo of
Moraga.

“The lesson was long, several
hours, but (Angelo’s) interest
never flagged and we (now) have
a candidate emergency operator
for next year or when the real
emergency need arises,” Lothrop
said.

“l had a blast,” said Angelo.
“It’s really amazing that with ra-
dios and wires, plus a little red
generator and antennas that fit in
a car trunk, you can talk to peo-
ple from Seattle to Los Angeles
while sitting on a little patch of
grass in Moraga. What a fun way
to learn how radios work their
magic.”
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Lamorinda’s Longtime Sub Says Goodbye

By Sophie Braccini

Substitute teacher Monica Foley is now retiring.

onica Foley is getting ready

for the summer, a peaceful
moment in a substitute teacher’s
life when she knows that no one
will call her for the next three
months to impromptu replace
any kindergarten to eighth-grade
teacher in Lamorinda. But this
year, the youthful 82-year-old will
not return come the end of August.

“It was time,” she says about
her well-deserved retirement.

Superintendent of Moraga
School District Bruce Burns says
that the thriving educator substi-
tuted 89 days this year — almost
half of the school days. He says
that her tenure in the MSD might
just be one of the more unique
teaching experiences anywhere
as she has substitute-taught in the
district since 1978.

Foley, who is a K-8 creden-
tialed teacher originally from
southern  California, stopped
teaching fulltime when she had
children and moved to Moraga.
She raised a family of six children
— five boys and a girl. But trag-
edy struck them all when her old-
est son died at age 18 from heart
failure.

“That’s when | decided to go
back to teaching. | wanted to be
out of the house and busy,” she
says, adding that her family’s
strong faith kept them going.

There were still many kids at
home, so she decided to substi-
tute, rather than take a fulltime
position. For the past 38 years she
has taught K through eighth grade
with the same delight in all three
Lamorinda school districts. She
says that third grade might be her
favorite to teach, as well as mid-
dle school, because she loves the
challenge and energy of the older
kids.

She subbed six or seven times
for longer periods of times, at the
beginning of her career. What im-
presses her most over the years is
the change in technology. She re-
members the time of blackboards,
and loves the new white board
where you just have to press a but-
ton to get a printout of the presen-
tation.

She believes that the kids are
more advanced now. Things that
were taught in first grade are now
taught in kindergarten, but kids re-
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main, as she says, just wonderful.
She has noticed though that they
might be a little more disrespect-
ful than they used to be. “They
don’t seem to respect each other
as much,” she says. “This may be
a sign of the time.”

She finds the children to also
be more in tune with the world
and what is going on in society.
She adds that the flip side of this
is that they have less time to just
be kids. She remembers a kin-
dergarten class in the early days
where you could lay down in the
grass and just look at the sky. “We
can’t do that anymore. They have
to learn their numbers, do this or
that,” she says with not much re-
gret, as she acknowledges this is
just what society is now requiring
of children.

Foley has taught it all: math
and English of course, also P.E.,
woodshop, sciences and drama.
She would avail herself to whatev-
er was needed, because she knew
the teacher she would replace,
and that the lesson plan would be
ready for her. She has a lot of re-
spect for the Lamorinda teachers,
their dedication, unselfishness,
and how they do everything they
can for the kids.

Burns believes that she will
be missed by all. “Monica has the
rare ability to connect with and
educate 5-year-old kindergartners
one day and the ‘big-time’ fifth
graders the next day,” he says.
“She has an uncanny know-how
to establish relationships with all
students, no matter the grade, age
of student or student performance
level.” He believes that her con-
sistency in being fair and firm
with all students has resulted in a
high level of respect from them.

The teacher says that all along
it made her happy to just open that
door and enter the classroom. She
might miss it somewhat come the
fall. But as she told her friends
when they asked her how much
longer she would teach, she knew
when the time to retire would
come, and it finally did. She also
wants to have more free time.
Foley’s children live all relatively
close by; she has six grandchil-
dren age eight to 24. No one has
decided to become a teacher, yet.

But, who knows? Foley re-
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members her own grandmother .
who was a teacher in Kansas,
managing a one-room class with
all ages. She may have inherited
from her the natural ability and LAMORI N DA
temperament to teach kids.
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Cal Shakes’ Powerful ‘Fences’ Reflects
Heart of the American Experience

By Sophie Braccini

Aldo Billingslea stars as Troy Maxson
in California Shakespeare Theater’s
production of August Wilson'’s
“Fences, ” directed by Raelle Myrick-
Hodges. Photo Kevin Berne

man is there, standing, chal-

enging Death itself; next to
him, a woman, his wife, is trying
to build a meaningful life, at the
center of which is her man, with
his mistakes and fears. The two
are thrown in the violent turmoil of
life, and against the dangers they
try to build a fence to protect them-
selves.

This is theater in its essence,
cutting through the rich matter
of life and serving it, on stage for
all to see, the frailties of the hu-
man nature we all share. “Fences,”
showing at the Bruns Amphitheater
through July 31, is Cal Shakes’ lat-
est production. Directed by Raelle
Myrick-Hodges, it is embodied by
a group of world-class actors.

August Wilson won the Pulit-
zer Prize for Drama and the Tony

Award for Best Play both in 1987
for “Fences,” the play he wrote in
1983 as part of his series of plays
dramatizing the African-American
experience in the 20th century in
this country. “Fences” takes place
in the early 1950s in Pittsburgh, in
the neighborhood where Wilson
himself lived. The central char-
acter, Troy Maxson, is a 53-year
old garbage collector who used to
be a great baseball player. He was
never able to break the color bar-
rier and make a good living off his
sport. He is not a victim, he is not a
martyr; he is a deeply scarred man
who left home at 14, who has been
in jail and wants to create a family,
a safe haven. He builds a fence to
protect his family, and behind it he
challenges Death to a fight, a great
wrestling match. But the ultimate
fight is in fact against himself.

Troy has been discriminated
against and he still fights for his
social promotion. But he does not
see that the world is changing and
he might lose it all because of his
stubbornness and his weaknesses.
His problems transcend skin color;
he is a great tragic character.

Rose Maxson is his second
wife. A son, Lyons Maxson, born
to Troy’s first marriage, tries to live
his passion for jazz as a musician,
to the complete misunderstand-
ing of his father. Rose also wants
a fence. A compassionate woman
who loves all of Troy’s children,
she wants to keep the family to-
gether and her husband close. Like
probably many women in the ‘50s,
she has sacrificed parts of herself
to keep the family together. Her
life is centered on her hushand, and
the son they had together, Cory.

“Fences” fits the Bruns Amphi-
theater. The majestic outside venue

in a natural setting, with its cold
wind, becomes the drama on stage.
Those words written by Wilson are
not always easy to embody. These
are big emotions, life and death
matters, deep gut-wrenching ten-
sions like the classic dramas that
Cal Shakes produces. Wilson’s
play belongs there, just as Wilson
has been recognized as one of the
major American playwrights.

Cudos to the actors and their
short sleeves while patrons are
all bundled up in their seats with
gloves, warm hats and blankets.

And such great actors they are.
Aldo Billingslea plays Troy. He
has the stature, the inner power
and the dramatic intensity needed
to sweep the spectator away. He is
not new to CalShakes and was seen
in “Spunk,” “A Winter’s Tale,”
“Lady Windermere’s Fan” and
“King Lear.”

Next to him, beautiful Margo
Hall as Rose is just as powerful,
human and touching. She is a light
that sometimes flickers but never
turns completely dark. All the oth-
er actors, J. Alphonse Nicholson as
Cory, Donald E. Lacy as Gabriel,
Guisseppe Jones as Bono, Lance
Gardner as Lyons and the young
actress playing Raynell — Anaiya
Asomugha and Kailynn Guidry —
bring their talent and humanity to
the play.

All along the performance,
voices of black women recorded
by staff add a punctuation of real-
life moments. The play says what
it was like to be black in a still very
segregated America, but the im-
mense success that play garnered
on Broadway says how it tran-
scends this context to speak of the
struggle of the human race.

BAD
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Talented Piano Students Make it Up as
They Go Along at Unique Improv Show

By Mei Sun Li

afayette 13-year-old Marcello

Severo, current winner of
the National PTA Middle School
Award for original composition,
was 2 years old when he discov-
ered the piano, an experience that
immediately entailed making up
“ditties.”

At the age of four, parents Kar-
en and Anthony Severo enrolled
Marcello at the Lafayette Recre-
ation Center’s group piano class for
kids, and suddenly Marcello was
not simply producing a straight-
forward rendition of “Twinkle
Twinkle Little Star” but creating
variations using both hands inde-
pendently and together. Unknown
to the little budding musician at
that time, Mozart, a master impro-
viser himself, over 200 years ear-
lier had composed 12 very famous
variations of this familiar melody.

Now a proud member of the
Stanley Middle School’s renowned
Jazz Messengers Band, Marcello
is extremely grateful to mentor
and music education director Bob
Athayde for his extraordinary lead-
ership and inspiration.

Severo was one of 10 musicians
who participated in the one-of-a-
kind Piano Improvisation Dem-
onstration and Exhibition at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Walnut
Creek on Friday June 24. Perform-
ers ranging in age from 12 years to
seasoned retirees overwhelmingly
impressed the enthralled audience
with their musical gifts and dra-
matically differing styles of sponta-
neous composition.

“l thought that improv only
applied to jazz!” exclaimed one
wide-eyed audience member who
had been drawn to the event out of
curiosity as well as a love of music.

Dwight Stone, musical director
at St. Paul’s and an accomplished
performer and composer himself,
reiterated that no musician coming
stage center would know what they
would play before sitting down and
placing their hands on the piano
keys. What followed, as one attend-

Luke Mayernik

Marcello Severo
ee later noted, “blew my mind.”

Swooping lyrical  charges,
percussive jazz progressions, and
themes inspired by the ghosts of
Beethoven, Stravinsky all the way
up to modern day Cole Porter and
Carol King filled the St. Paul’s
sanctuary eaves.

Performer Luke Mayernik, mu-
sical director at Hillcrest Congrega-
tional Church in Pleasant Hill who
is currently studying composition
at the San Francisco Conservatory
of Music, was profoundly moved
by the variety of different musical
styles and the wide range of ages
represented.

“Spontaneous creativity needs
to be fostered and encouraged
among the young,” he said. Asked
what inspires his own musical path,
Mayernik replied, “Using the uni-
versal language of music is fulfill-
ing and humbling. It is a way of

Photos provided

communion with the divine.”

Stone later acknowledged that
he was so moved by Mayernik’s
composition that he was reluc-
tant to check the timer for fear of
disrupting the flow and beauty of
the performance. The musicians
were limited to six minutes. “I’ve
never heard such imaginative play-
ing,” said Stone. “It was stretching
my own concepts of music and |
couldn’t bear to be the person who
would interrupt such genius.”

The Piano Improvisation event
is a part of St. Paul’s Concert Se-
ries, which offers a wide range of
programs. Another Piano Impro-
visation Concert is being planned
for early next year. Also, there
will be an informal piano improv
workshop from 10:30 a.m. until
noon on Aug. 20 at the church. For
more information, contact Stone at
stonemusique@gmail.com.
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Bursting Negative Myths About Aging

By Sophie Braccini

Anna Marie Lininger’s colorful eggs are on display at Art at 80.

here is no retirement of the

passions. The new exhibit put
on by the Lamorinda Arts Council,
Art At 80, says just that: art is as
much a companion for life as it is
an expression of the self.

The 36 octogenarian artists
displayed at the Orinda Library
now until the end of the month of-
fer a wide panorama of different
media; some of the artists are very
well known and others less famil-
iar. It’s a very vibrant exhibit of lo-
cal talents where many pieces are
for sale.

Lamorinda Arts Council’s Ela-
na O’Loskey proposed a couple of
years ago this idea because she had
been so inspired by local aging art
teachers.

“They are very inspiring, they
balance passion and personal life
and have great sense of humor,”
she said.

Cocurators Maggie Boscoe
and Natalie Wheeler, along with
committee member Bill Carmel,
put in months of work to orga-
nize this exhibit. “Their purpose
is to show the community what it
looks like to be 80 years or older
living the life of a creative person
— vital, engaged, inspiring,” says
O’Loskey.

A painting by Shirley Case.

A painting by Katarina Kivel.

The organizers were thrilled
that  90-year-old  hometown,
world-class celebrity sculptor Joe
Cleary agreed to be in the show
with three beautiful female bronze
figures.

Cleary has lived off his art all
his life, both excelling at com-
mercial and fine art. A painter and
sculptor, Cleary was a very suc-
cessful mid-20th century illustrator
doing work for the Saturday Eve-
ning Post. One of his sculptures,
the monumental Mother River
Memorial, was commissioned in
2001. It stands on the Mississippi
riverfront in downtown New Or-
leans and miraculously survived
the ravages of Hurricane Katrina.
A Bay Area native, Cleary traveled
the world and came back to teach
at his alma mater, the California
College of the Arts. The three
bronzes by Cleary on display at the
exhibit are Lady in The Pond, The
Summer Wind and Dancer at Rest.

Anna Marie Lininger heard
from a friend about the proposed
exhibit and thought that at 88 she
qualified. The Lafayette resident
creates beautiful batik goose eggs.
Some of Lininger’s most fascinat-
ing series are tessellations. The
repetition of the geometric shapes,
changing in size to accommodate
the eggs’ rotundity, is visually in-
toxicating. Of course age has to
be taken into account as Lininger
used to work with her eyes, then
had to add glasses and now uses
a jeweler magnifier on top of her
glasses. But the long and multiple
layered process continues to bring
her joy and peace.

Betty Rothaus, an art instructor
at The Reutlinger, an assisted liv-
ing center in Danville, submitted
work from seven of her students,
some of them in wheelchairs. Two
of them had done painting be-
fore, others started to paint when
they came to her class. Time after
time Rothaus has witnessed the
therapeutic aspect of artistic ex-
pression, how older people’s roles
change from being a burden to a
leader and teacher.

“Their self-image, their self-
esteem changes,” she says. “They

Photos Sophie Braccini

focus on beauty and the artistic
process, they acquire skills and
carry it forward. Their conversa-
tion changes, they become cre-
ators and are excited by the pro-
cess.” The teacher adds that older
people have less self-criticism and
are not afraid to take risks.

“Everyone has a creative be-
ing inside and it is not true that it
disappears as you get older,” she
says. “It is with you all through
your life.”

Rothaus and her students will
attend an artists’ reception from
2:30 to 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, July
17. The public is invited.
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Burton Valley Raises Funds for
Cancer-stricken Classmate

Submitted by Melinda Krigel

Team Mac Attack: Alex McLin with his fifth grade class and his teacher, Cathy Martinsen.

lex McLin is a sports-loving, soon-to-

be middle-schooler from Lafayette. His
world changed dramatically recently when
he was diagnosed with a rare form of bone
cancer called osteosarcoma in his left femur.
In honor of Alex’s battle with cancer, his
fifth-grade classmates, teammates, teachers,
coaches, family and friends (called Team
Mac Attack) at Burton Valley Elementary
decided to raise money to support oncology
research and services at UCSF Benioff Chil-

dren’s Hospital Oakland.

On June 9, Team Mac Attack presented a
donation check to UCSF Benioff Children’s
Hospital Oakland’s Dr. Jennifer Michlitsch
— Alex’s oncologist — and Gwenn Lennox
from the hospital’s Foundation. To date, the
team has raised almost $15,000 in on behalf
of their classmate as he undergoes treatment
at the hospital. Family friends have offered
to match all the funds raised when Team
Mac Attack reaches $20,000.

Troop 249 Honors New Eagle Scouts

Submitted by Riki Sorenson

From left: Michael Sorenson, Will Richardson and Andrew Johnston

oy Scout Troop 249, based in Moraga,

will recognize three new Eagle Scouts
in achieving S=scouting’s highest rank. Mi-
chael Sorenson, Will Richardson, and An-
drew Johnston, all Orinda residents, will be
honored on July 16th in their Eagle Scout
Court of Honor. Scoutmaster Craig Ander-
son will present the awards.

Andrew Scott Johnston, a 2016 Mira-
monte graduate, along with Troop 249 and
fellow classmates, prepared, assembled, and
distributed emergency supply buckets to all
classrooms at Miramonte High School..

William John Richardson, a member
of Troop 249 since seventh grade, is also a
2016 Miramonte graduate, and will be at-
tending UC Davis in the fall. Will, learning

Photo Marci Nelson

carpentry and organizational skills, directed
the building a food preparation table for the
Today’s Youth Matter Summer Camp in the
Lake Tahoe area.

Michael Andrew Sorenson, who recruit-
ed both Will and Andrew to the Troop, also
graduated Miramonte in June, the 12th So-
renson to do so. Michael will be attending
UC San Diego in the fall. Michael and many
members and leaders of Troop 249 trekked
to the Sierras to construct a deck adjacent to
the camp barbecue at Rucker Lake’s Girls’
Camp facility.

They acknowledge the support from ded-
icated Scout leaders, including Scoutmasters
Jeff Logan, Wes Hilton and Craig Anderson.
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Lafayette Juniors Raise $55,000
for Several Bay Area Charities

Submitted by Elizabeth Siamas

Lafayette Juniors present Youth Homes with $25,000. From left: Shannon Venturini, Cathy
Kauder, Beth Goldberg, Sheri Mascorro, and Joy Aitchison.

he Lafayette Juniors raised $55,000 in

the last 12 months for local nonprofit
organizations. The funds were awarded on
June 2 by the Lafayette Juniors in a special
ceremony at the Lafayette Community Cen-
ter to Youth Homes, Diablo Ballet, Lamor-
inda Spirit Van, and the Food Bank of Contra
Costa and Solano.

The Lafayette Juniors have a history of
organizing fundraising events like the Rum-
mage Sale in the fall and the Kitchen Tour in
the spring to raise money for selected ben-
eficiaries. This year the Juniors chose Youth
Homes, an agency dedicated to serving trau-
matized foster children and young adults in
the San Francisco Bay Area, as their major
beneficiary. The Juniors donated $25,000

to support the work Youth Homes has been
doing since 1965. As the oldest, continually
operating children’s residential program in
Contra Costa County, Youth Homes trans-
forms the lives of young people through a
comprehensive system of care that includes
crisis shelters, community-based counsel-
ing, residential treatment homes, and private
home placement.

The Lafayette Juniors also donated
$15,000 to Diablo Ballet’s PEEK Outreach
Program and $7,500 each to Lamorinda Spir-
it Van and the Food Bank of Contra Costa
and Solano.

To obtain an application or learn more
about the Lafayette Juniors, please visit
www.lafayettejuniors.org.

Young Swimmers Hold
Fundraising Swim-a-thon

Submitted by Will Nagle

hree Orinda Aquatics Swimmers are

holding a fundraising Swim-a-thon on
July 17 to benefit children in Zimbabwe.

Will Nagle, Max Cruz and Christian
Markey are organizing the event, to be held
at 11 a.m. at Soda Aquatic Center and ben-
efits the J. F. Kapnek Trust Foundation. For
only $35, the foundation can feed, educate
and provide health care for a child in Zim-
babwe for an entire year. According to the
foundation, children born in Zimbabwe have

a one-in-10 chance of not surviving to their
10th birthday. The swimmers say they want
to improve these children’s lives because no
child should have to worry about their basic
needs.

People can sign up to participate in the
Swim-a-thon by emailing Will at willwillna-
gle@gmail.com. Participants will receive in-
cludes a tee-shirt, and there will be a pancake
breakfast and games. Soda Aquatic Center is
located at Campolindo High School.

Scouts Get Camino Pablo
Students “Walking and Rolling’

Submitted by Yuka Akera

From left: Aria Donthineni, Kalina Vangelov, Gracyn Roake, Catherine Peach, Kylie Williams,
Maddie Maestre, Maggie Doolittle, Ellery Stankus, and Neha Ravikumar. Lola Mullins also

completed this project, but is not pictured.

Junior Girl Scout Troop 30764 created and
promoted their Bronze Award project en-
titled “Walk and Roll to School on Wednes-
days” for Camino Pablo Elementary School
to encourage exercise, reduce carbon foot-
prints and traffic congestion, and to encour-
age community building.

They designed materials to advertise
their project, and presented information to

students and staff, educating them about
walking or riding their bikes to school
on Wednesdays. The girls formed groups
around the neighborhood so that children
could walk or ride their bikes to school to-
gether. They also created a kit and presented
it to the principal, so that the school can con-
tinue the program for years to come.

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available whenever possible
for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news
and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Members of the Moraga Garden Club planted their own red, white and blue on the Fourth
of July, as they decorated the sign with flags and the commemorative stone with flowers at
Moraga Commons. Pictured are, from left: Edy Schwartz, Connie Couts, Arun Saha, Ute Kelly

and Penny Walwark.

Photo submitted by Karin Biasotti

Mark David Dahl

Mark David Dahl, 53, of Jamestown, Calif., passed away unexpectedly on June 22. He
was born in Park Ridge, Illinois to Jeanne Dahl and the late Wesley Dahl.

Mark was raised in Moraga and attended Miramonte High School. He attended UC
Santa Barbara and went on to career in sales. He enjoyed horseback riding and fishing.
Dahl was preceded in death by his sister, Amy. He is survived by his mother, Jeanne;
his brothers, Scott (Jane), Steve (Diane), and five nieces and nephews.

His family will celebrate his life with a private gathering in Vacaville.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include
“Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.
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Shall We Dance? Lafayettes’s Afternoon Soirees are a Hit

By Cathy Dausman

The Tea Dances at the Lafayette Community Center are a blast from the past.

hey arrive, nicely dressed from

Concord, Rossmoor and Wal-
nut Creek, as well as Lamorinda
— the men in hard soled shoes,
dress slacks and collared shirts, the
women in heels, dresses or skirts.
For more than two hours they so-

cialize and practice ballroom danc-
ing skills at the Lafayette Commu-
nity Center Tea Dance.

The program is 28 years old,
says Lafayette Parks, Trails and
Recreation Director Jennifer Rus-
sell and is pretty much the same as

Photo Karen Lile

it has been except now it is hosted
by professional dance professionals
Karen Lile and Michael Arntz. The
pair have taught at the Tea Dance
since 2008; they appear thanks to a
grant from the nonprofit Building
Bridges.

Russell says the program was
started by Rilla Hayhurst of Lafay-
ette, a former Senior Center Co-
ordinator who loved to dance. It’s
a small but loyal group (14 to 20
regulars) as unofficial host Elroy
Holtmann explains. He says atten-
dance is lighter in May and October
because many senior citizens vaca-
tion then.

Kim and Steve Wheeler of
Lafayette have learned the basic
swing moves and remember their
daughter attending Cotillion as a
Stanley Middle School student 20
years ago. The couple says they can
now recognize the moves they’ve
been taught in old Fred Astaire
movies. They appreciate the art
that goes into traditional dancing
and enjoy it for the exercise and the
way it keeps the brain sharp.

“You look pretty jazzy,” Steve
Wheeler tells his wife.

Madeline Brehme of Lafayette
loves to tango, but she’ll dance the
other dances too. “I am old fash-
ioned,” Brehme says. Her parents
— an English mother and German
father — met on the dance floor.
Brehme and her three siblings
learned to dance when they were

young.

“When | hear the music, |
dance!” she says. She means it
too — Lile says Brehme has been a
regular at Tea Dance for 28 years.

Gail and Bryan Fong of Walnut
Creek originally took dance lessons
12 years ago from Lile and Arntz.
Lile says their 20- to 30-minute
class lessons are “designed to give
a little bit of spice to the party.”

The focus is on one dance style
each month, and each lesson builds
on the previous week’s work.

Holtmann brushes aside the
inevitable hesitation from anyone
having two left feet, by saying,
“We’re a friendly group.

“We all started out as (dance)
beginners,” Lile says.

The Lafayette Community
Center, 500 St. Mary’s Road, hosts
the Lamorinda Tea Dance year-
round in its Live Oak room. The
class runs from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Wednesdays. A professional dance
team provides a live DJ service and
weekly dance lessons. Classes are
$10 for non-members and free with
a $15 annual membership. For de-
tails, call (925) 284-5050.

With Scenic Views, Half Moon Bay is a
Delight for Day or Overnight Treks

By Fran Endicott Miller

World-class views are part of Half Moon Bay’s charm.

f your visits to Half Moon Bay

are typically for pumpkins and
Christmas trees, it’s time to sched-
ule a summer outing to this quaint
oceanside town.

Less than an hour’s drive
from Lamorinda, Half Moon Bay
provides all the summer fun you
and your family seek, with fewer
crowds than those found at its sea-
side neighbors to the south. Com-
pared to Santa Cruz, for instance,
Half Moon Bay is an undiscov-
ered gem where time appears to
be standing still, yet you’ll find all
the great shops, galleries and res-
taurants expected of a funky beach
town.

Though growth has indeed
been slow and steady in Half Moon
Bay, it doesn’t show, and visitors
will find original farms, plenty of
open space, and miles of unspoiled
coastline, which can be easily ex-
plored by walking the flat, paved
California Coastal Trail. Lodging
options run the gamut, from quaint
bed and breakfast inns, to the luxu-
rious Ritz Carlton, Half Moon Bay
— a family friendly resort with the
ambience of grand seaside retreats
of the past. Its clifftop placement,
surrounding golf course, nattily
clad bellmen in plaid knickers and
flat caps, and nightly sundown bag-
pipe serenade cast a Scottish vibe.

Designed to blend into the
coastline, the six-story structure re-
flects the colors of the sand and sky.
Communal gathering spots and
guest rooms are designed to take
advantage of spectacular northern
or southern coastal views. Ground
floor rooms feature private fire pits.
Children ages 5 through 12 can
take part in the Ritz Kids Day Pro-
gram with activities such as sand-
castle building, tide pool explora-
tion, swimming, sporting activities
and arts and crafts.

For adults, The Ritz is a veri-
table Disneyland. The property sits
among Half Moon Bay Links’ two
championship golf courses: the
historic parkland-style Old Course
featuring cypress trees and an 18th

hole overlooking the ocean, and the
Ocean Course, offering more chal-
lenging links-style play on rugged
terrain with an ocean view from
every hole. Enjoy the luxurious
spa and celebrate the resort’s 15th
Crystal Anniversary with a crystal-
centric massage or facial.

For dining options, you need
never leave the resort and its four
restaurants — don’t miss the Sat-
urday Farmer’s Market Brunch, a
lavish buffet of locally grown and
sourced items, and Bloody Marys
“Built for You.” But you’ll want
to explore Half Moon Bay’s Main
Street, and a great starting point
is Cetrella at the quiet south end,
where Chef Michael Ellis prepares
flavorful Mediterranean-rim and
California coastal dishes that source
regional farms and artisanal pur-
veyors. A Michelin Guide recom-
mended spot, Cetrella’s inviting in-
terior, with exposed beams, a stone
fireplace, Matt Farrar paintings and
live jazz on Saturday evenings,
makes it the most inviting restau-
rant in town. An accessible fine-
dining menu makes it also the most
delicious restaurant in town: house-
made breads and pastas, the fresh-
est grilled vegetables, fish, fowl,
field and game meats, rotating rus-
tic entrées and house-made desserts
feed the soul, as do selections from
their international wine library.
But first, start with a refreshing
Pomegranate Cosmo, or a Main St.

The Ritz Carlton at Half Moon Bay.

Photos Fran Endicott Miller
Margarita.

For breakfast, check out the
pastry selections at Moonside Bak-
ery and Café, also on Main St.,
or venture to 3-Zero Café, oddly
housed at the Half Moon Bay air-
port. Voted “Best Breakfast on the
Coast” by Half Moon Bay Review
readers for 12 consecutive years,
the quirky, airplane motif spot is
named for an optimal take-off com-
pass setting of 300.

For additional activities, nearly
70 wineries exist within an hour’s
drive of Half Moon Bay. Horse-
back riding, whale watching cruis-
es, swimming, surfing and biking
are also all within reach. But per-
haps the most favored Half Moon
Bay activity is ocean gazing from
The Ritz Carlton’s Ocean Lawn.
With three large fire pits, Adiron-
dack chairs, and cozy blankets,
the expanse is a gathering spot for
both hotel guests and day visitors.
Purchase a bottle of wine from the
resort’s lobby wine bar and watch
the sunset, or pick up a Recchiuti
Confections s’mores kit and put the
fire pit to good use.

Whether for just the day, a
night, or a weekend, a summer
visit to Half Moon Bay reveals that
there is so much more to the small
coastal town than the area’s famed
pumpkin festival. After a fantastic
day of sea, sun and sand, you’ll
wonder why you don’t make the
trek more often.

RachHieL Moran, LMFT

Psychotherapy for Adolescents, Adults,
Couples and Families

Depression
Anxiety
Life Transitions
Relational Conflicts
Substance Abuse
Eating Disorders

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 210, Orinda
www.rachelmoranmft.com
rachel@rachelmoranmft.com

(925)330-5773
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FREE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

LIVING TRUST

Plan Includes:

Trust Agreement
¢ Pour Over Will
¢ Guardianship of Minor Children
* Power of Attorney for Finance
¢ Community Property Agreement
¢ Transfer of Real Property into Trust

Advanced Medical Directives, /nclud;

¢ Power of Attorney for Health Care
¢ Living Will
* HIPAA

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Soilsaver

Compost Bin

Turn your yard
waste and kitchen
food scraps into
nutrient-rich
compost with the
easy-to-use

Soilsaver Composter.

Register for a

FREE workshop.

o
Order today! |;.e.cyc|e
www.recyclesmart.org sse*Smart

Offer available to RecycleSmart residents within Orinda, Lafayette, Moraga, Walnut
Creek, Danville and unincorporated Central Contra Costa County (Alamo, Blackhawk,
Diablo) and residents within the City of San Ramon.

Tax & shipping included

Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority

Submit stories to
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others,
and Serve the World

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org
Sunday 8am, 10am

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F11-4;Satl1l -2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Worship the Lord!

Sunday Mornings at
9:30am during the summer

10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:30 a.m. Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m.
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

The public is invited to attend the
Art and Photography Show, featur-
ing works by some 80 adult stu-
dents, at Acalanes Adult Education
(AAE). Some items will be avail-
able for sale. Refreshments will be
served. AAE is located at 1963 Tice
Valley Blvd, Walnut Creek. The
exhibit will continue on weekdays
through July 29.

Valley Art Gallery presents their
new show, A Summer Place, which
runs through July 30. A Summer
Place is “your place” visualized by
gallery artists — the places people
visit, activities they enjoy. It fea-
tures over 300 new works of art
as warm and wonderful as Diablo
Valley summers, including works
from the best East Bay artists, for
sale or rent. Plus, there are beauti-
fully crafted ceramic, wood and
glass pieces, and original designer
jewelry. www.valleyartgallery.org.

The Moraga Art Gallery is show-
ing Porcelain Poetry/Textile Trea-
sures, featuring beautifully-crafted,
functional pottery by member art-
ist Donna Arganbright of Lafayette
and a selection of vibrant quilts cre-
ated by guest artist Denise Oyama
Miller. The show runs through
Aug. 13. The Moraga Art Gallery is
located at 522 Center Street, Mora-
ga. (925) 376-5407.

The new Lafayette Library Art
Gallery Exhibit features oil paint-
ings by Geoff Meredith, pastels and
watercolors by Dalia Alekna, and
ceramics by Olga Jusidman. The
exhibit runs through Aug. 31.

MUSIC

A free outdoor concert honoring
veterans and saluting the troops
will be held from 5:30-8 p.m. on
Saturday, July 16 at the Lafayette
Reservoir’s stage will feature the
Big Band of Rossmoor and The
Shakey Zimmerman Acoustic Trio.
Bring a blanket and a picnic. See
page A2 for more information.

Orinda Summer Concerts in the
Park Series continues from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Tuesdays at the Orinda
Community Park. July 24 (Sun-
day): Opera in the Park with Solo
Opera, 4-6:00 p.m. Food Trucks
will not be available that day. July
26: Blind to Reason, Blues, with El
Ranchero, taco truck; Aug. 2: Spill
the Wine, Soul/Rock/Funk/R&B
with Streetdogs, Chicago-style hot
dogs.

Thursday evening concerts con-
tinue 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Moraga
Commons Park: July 21: Forev-
erland: an Electrifying tribute to
Michael Jackson; July 28: Kings
of 88: Piano rock e.g. Elton John,
Billy Joel, etc. Picnic on a blanket
or lawn chairs on the grassy hillside
in front of the band shell.

THEATER

Cal Shakes presents the Bay Area
debut of Pulitzer-prize winning
playwright August Wilson’s “Fenc-
es” through July 30. For showtimes
and to purchase tickets see www.
calshakes.org.

Realization Theater presents
“We Need Better Humans!” from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Sunday, Aug.
7, at Waterfront Playhouse, 2020
Fourth St., Berkeley. “We Need
Better Humans!” is a 90-minute
multimedia production with live
acting about a group of alien an-
thropologists who arrive on Earth.
Cost: $25. For more info see www.
weneedbetterhumans.com or call
(415) 579-2586 or email contact@
weneedbetterhumans.com.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Summer Movies in the Park Se-
ries continues. Movies begin at
dusk on Thursdays at the Orinda
Community Park. July 21: “Cin-
derella”; August 4: “Inside Out.”

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

Isabel Azam will be hosting its
second annual Lamorinda Kid’s
Fashion Show from 5 to 7 p.m. on
July 20 at Hacienda de las Flores,
2100 Donald Dr. Moraga. Come
out and enjoy fashion, fun, music,
a special guest and activities for the
kids. There will be a book drive and
organizers are collecting items for
its charity. Tickets are free! RSVP
by visiting www.lamorindafashion-
show.eventbrite.com.

Calling all Makers, Tinkerers,
Creators and DlYers: Celebrate
the Summer of S.T.E.AM. from
10 to 3 p.m. on Saturday, July 30
at the Lafayette Library & Learn-
ing Center. Demonstrations for
all ages including: 3D printing,
Air-powered Rocketry, Program-
mable  Microcontrollers, Lego
Robotics, Cosplay, and so much
more. Hands-on projects like DIY
Beauty Bar, Scribble Bots, DIY
Instruments, engineering/ build-
ing tinker area, photo booth, com-
puter programming for beginners,
DIY Ice Cream and more! There’s
something for everyone. All ages
are welcome. Free event. Register
online at: http://tinyurl.com/maker-
festLAF2016.

SENIORS

The Words of Wisdom discussion
group meets from 10:30 to noon
on the third Tuesday monthly in the
Toyon Room at the Lafayette Com-
munity Center. Share your opin-
ions in a freewheeling exchange of
ideas: from current events to phi-
losophy to the inspirational. There
may be agreement or there may
be different opinions — it’s all in
the spirit of learning, sharing, en-
richment and good humor. Fee per
meeting: Members are free, non-
members $10.

Take the Smart Driver four-and-
a-half-hour refresher course from9
a.m. to 1:45 p.m. on Thursday, July
21 in the Sequoia Room, Lafayette
Community Center. This abbrevi-
ated refresher course is for those
who have taken an AARP driving
course within the last four years.
Refine driving skills, develop safe,
defensive techniques, and possibly
lower insurance premiums. Send
check, made payable to AARP, to
Lafayette Senior Services, 500 St.
Mary’s Rd., Lafayette, CA 94549,
Important: Prior to sending check,
please call 284-5050 to determine
space availability. $15 for AARP
members/ $20 non-members.

Anne Randolph Physical Thera-
py Presentation — Pain Manage-
ment will be held from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July
27 in the Tiny Tots Red Room, La-
fayette Community Center. Learn
how improving posture and muscle
strength can reduce or eliminate
pain altogether. Stop suffering and
take control. Per class- Senior Ser-
vices members: No charge/ non-
members: $10

Lafayette Community Founda-
tion’s eighth annual Senior Sym-
posium is from 8:30 a.m. to noon
on Saturday, Aug. 6 at Lafayette
Elementary School Auditorium,
950 Moraga Road, Lafayette.

OTHER

Marin Headlands and Muir
Woods: Exploring the “Wilderness
Next Door” at 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day, July 14. Join Ken Lavin, hike
leader for the Sierra Club’s Mount
Diablo Group, on an armchair tour
of the Marin Headlands and Muir
Woods. His talk will include some
fascinating but little known anec-
dotes about the land and people
in this “wilderness next door.” An
NPS Centennial Celebration event
at the Moraga Library.

The Central Contra Costa Sani-
tary District (Central San) will be
hosting an Open House from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 16,
at their headquarters and treatment
plant location, 5019 Imhoff Place,
Martinez. The free, family-friendly
event will include live music, free
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food, giveaways, games, exhib-
its, big truck displays, tours of the
treatment plant and much more.
For more information, go online to
www.CentralSan.org/70.

Find your furrever friend at
Community Concern for Cats
Adoption Event from 1 to 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, July 16 and
17, at Pet Food Express in Lafay-
ette and Pleasant Hill, and Petco in
Walnut Creek. For more informa-
tion see www.communityconcern-
forcats.org.

Beyond the Shower Bucket:
Water-Smart Living from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. on July 20 at Rodg-
ers Ranch Heritage Center, 315
Cortsen Rd., Pleasant Hill. The
drought continues despite El Nino
rains. Learn conservation methods,
including using low-flow fixtures
and appliances, tankless water
heaters, grey water systems, rain
catchment methods, drip irrigation,
lawn replacement/sheet mulching,
etc. $20. Register at www.sustain-
ablecoco.org/workshops.

ARF’s Dogs and Diapers Work-
shop is from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
on July 21 at ARF, 2890 Mitchell
Drive, Walnut Creek in the Board
Room. Being pregnant is an excit-
ing time. It means a lot of changes
for you and for your dog. From
diapers to blinky, squeaky toys
to crying in the night, your dog’s
world is going to be turned upside
down. Working together, we make
sure that both you and your dog are
ready for baby to come home. Cost:
$40. One additional family mem-
ber is welcome to attend as a guest.
Please do not bring your dog to
this class. Register online at: http:/
training.arflife.org/event-2078728.

Summer rose care workshop at 10
a.m. on Saturday July 23, McDon-
nel Nursery, 196 Moraga Way in
Orinda. To reserve a seat please
call 925-254-3713 or email info@
mcdonnellnursery.com.

Lights! Camera! Environmental
Action! Sustainable Lafayette will
be hosting its sixth annual summer
film series at the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center, featuring re-
cently released documentaries and
short films. This year’s film selec-
tions focus on clean energy, land
preservation, East Bay trail resto-
ration, the Grand Canyon, bicycle
travel, and sustainable ranching.
The series continues on July 26
and concludes on Aug. 2. All mov-
ies will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the
Community Hall of the Lafayette
Library, 3491 Mt Diablo Blvd. in
Lafayette. July 26: “Rebels with a
Cause.”

Diablo Ballet’s Annual Gourmet
Gallop food and wine walk returns
to downtown Walnut Creek for the
sixth consecutive year from 6 to
9 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 11. The
event, sponsored by Diablo Maga-
zine, invites guests to sip, sample
and stroll their way through 13
downtown Walnut Creek locations
as they experience a one-of-a-kind
culinary adventure. Tickets are on
sale now to the public and only $39
if purchased on or before July 31.
After that date, the price goes up to
$45 a person. Tickets are available
online at www.diabloballet.org or
by calling (925) 943-1775.

Lafayette Library and Learning
Center and Diablo Ballet present
the 2016 Dance on Film Series.
The films start at 6:30 p.m. and run
through Aug. 18. July 21: “Cover-
girl”; Aug. 4: “SFDFF Internation-
al Dance shorts” and “Rare Birds”;
Aug. 18: Saturday Night Fever.”
Tickets are $10 for the film series,
or $5 at the door. Register at ti-
nyurl.com/LLLCDanceonfilm2016
or call (925) 283-6513 x102.

Summer rose care workshop at
10 a.m. on Saturday July 23, Mc-
Donnel Nursery, 196 Moraga Way
in Orinda. To reserve a seat please
call 925-254-3713 or email info@
mcdonnellnursery.com.
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Film Clips
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The California Independent Film
Festival is Right Around the Corner

By Derek Zemrak

i i

A free showing of “Stand By Me” will be screened July 14 at the Orinda Theatre.

As we are in the middle of summer enjoy-
ing blockbuster Hollywood movies like
“The Secret Life of Pets,” “Finding Dory”
and the soon-to-be-released “Ghostbusters,”
it is time to mark your calendar for the 19th
Annual California Independent Film Festival
that is only eight weeks away.

CAIFF once again will be showcasing
award-winning independent movies from
around the world with screenings at the
Rheem Theatre, Orinda Theatre and the Cas-
tro Theatre in San Francisco. The Festival
opens Sept. 8 and closes Sept. 14.

The Rheem Theatre will be hosting the
opening night festivities on Thursday Sept.8.
I am pleased to announce the opening night
movie will be “Miles,” a heart-warming
movie based on a true story.

“Miles” tells the story of a high school
senior Miles Walton, portrayed by newcomer
Tim Boardman, whose mother (Molly Shan-
non, “Saturday Night Live,” “Superstar”) is
left broke after his father passes away. He
causes an uproar in his small Illinois town
when he discovers an unusual college schol-
arship opportunity through a loophole that
allows him to join the girls’ volleyball team.
The film also stars, Annie Golden (“Orange
is the New Black”), Missi Pyle (“Gone Girl)
and four-time Golden Globe nominee Paul
Reiser.

“Miles” recently had its world premiere
at the prestigious Seattle International Film
Festival, got rave reviews and was an audi-
ence favorite. The “Miles” team is delighted
to be in attendance at the opening of the
California Independent Film Festival. Na-
than Adloff, the award-winning director, has
confirmed that he will also be in attendance.

Photo provided

Attending cast members will be announced
at a later date.

Tickets for opening night will go on sale
to members Aug. 1. So be on the look out for
your invitation email. Last year’s opening
night sold out in less than two weeks. Now
is the best time to become a CAIFF mem-
ber that will allow you to purchase festival
tickets early, as well as receiving the most
up-to-date information of the 19th Annual
California Independent Film Festival. To
become a member visit CAIFF’s website
at www.caff.org or sign up at the Rheem
or Orinda Theaters.

Don’t forget, one of the greatest coming-
of-age films, “Stand By Me,” will be show-
ing for free at the Orinda Theatre at 7 p.m.
Thursday, July 14. This will be a special 30th
Anniversary screening of “Stand By Me,”
which was first released in theaters nation-
wide on Aug. 22, 1986. Brilliantly direct-
ed by Rob Reiner, it tells the story of four
Oregon boys who learn that a stranger was
accidentally Killed near their rural homes. On
their quest, the four boys learn more about
each other and a bond that will connect them
for a lifetime.

“Stand By Me” was nominated for one
Oscar for Best Adapted Screenplay. Did you
know that the movie was adapted from the
short story, “The Body,” written by Stephen
King?

“Stand By Me” is rated R for language,
smoking and brief violence — all involving
preteens and teenagers. It has a total running
time of one hour and 29 minutes. Don’t miss
this rare free opportunity to see a modern-
day classic on the big screen.
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Rotary Presents Opera in the Park

By Richard Marchick

Sylvia Amorino  Photos provided

Christopher Jackson

Silvie Jensen

rinda Rotary Club has

teamed up with a new part-
ner, Solo Opera, to present the
club’s eighth annual Opera in
the Park. The free performance,
which usually attracts at least
1,000 people, will be presented
from 4 to 6 p.m. on Sunday,
July 24 at the Orinda Commu-
nity Park. It is an opportunity to
hear professional opera singers
perform favorite arias, duets and
ensembles, which organizers say
will thrill even non—opera lovers.

“We have assembled a truly
spectacular line-up of talent,”
says Sylvia Amorino, Solo Op-
era’s artistic director/producer
and master of ceremonies for the
concert. According to Amorino,
the program includes singers who
have performed at San Francisco
Opera, San Francisco Symphony,
Opera San Jose and Carnegie
Hall.

Solo Opera was founded in
2000, and has achieved wonder-
ful success producing high qual-
ity operas at the Lesher Center
for the Arts in Walnut Creek and
other Bay Area venues. Their pro-
ductions have been of the highest
professional standards, receiving
rave reviews and awards from the
press.

Tenor Christopher Jackson
from Lafayette will join the other
performers that include: bari-
tones William O’Neill and Torlef
Borsting; mezzo-sopranos Silvie
Jensen and Alexandra Jerinic;
sopranos Diane Squires and Cass
Panuska; tenor Alexander Boyer;
and pianist Chun Mei Wilson.

Enjoying live opera has be-
come so expensive that it’s almost
impossible for the average family

to attend. Orinda Rotary’s free
Opera in the Park is a fine way
to introduce children to opera,
or even friends who might never
go to see and hear live opera, or-
ganizers say. There is a running
commentary on the works that the
master of ceremonies shares so
even the novice is aware of what
and where the action is. The mu-
sic chosen is very likeable, and
the master of ceremony’s short
explanation of what is happening
in each piece or section will make
it even more enjoyable.

In addition to the music feast,
Orinda Rotary will be selling bot-
tled water and soda. The Rotary
Club invites people to bring their
entire family including children, a
blanket and/or chairs and a picnic
lunch. Free parking is available.

The Orinda Rotary Club was
chartered in 1949 with a com-
mitment to service Orinda and
beyond. Its other activities this
year include Miramonte High
School Career Night, Jazz in the
Park, Meals on Wheels, Tom
Fitch Fishing Day for Oakland
Boys and Girls Clubs, Frank Os-
ola Field Day for Orinda’s third,
fourth and fifth graders, Orinda
Spring Egg Hunt, Orinda Citizen
of the Year, Four-Way Speech
Contest for Miramonte students,
Leadership Camps for Miramonte
students, college scholarships for
Miramonte students, and Winter
Nights with Orinda Community
Church.

For further information, con-
tact Dick Marchick, who heads
the Rotary opera team, at Rmar-
chick@comcast.net. For more in-
formation on Solo Opera, visit its
website at www.soloopera.org.

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa,

3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette.
For more info, please email us at
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

President

Claire Roberts conducts her

first Club Assembly. Prepare
to be dazzled!

Newly mintec

The always impressive
reports, coming directly from
this year’s participants at
| Rotary’s annual Camp Royal.

Once again Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary served a delicious
pancake breakfast to a large contingent of spectators,
attending the ever popular Orinda July 4th parade.

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

July 14: July 21:
Club Assembly  Charitable disbursements to CASA,
Salvation Army, Interfaith Council
Tribute To The Troops: July 16, 5:30-8:00pm

Concert at the Res - Bring a Picnic -
www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366
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A Memorable Casserole Returns

By Susie lventosch

Spinach-Gruyere noodle casserole

INGREDIENTS

6 ounces of uncooked medium-wide egg noodles, cooked and

drained
2 Thsp. olive oil

his is one of those recipes that made the

rounds at my parents’ potluck parties back
in the 1970s. My mom recently pulled it out
of her recipe file and made it when [ was vis-
iting in May. | had completely forgotten all
about this dish and just how delicious it is. It’s
sort of like a combination of fondue, creamed
spinach and pasta — all with a great crunchy
cheese top.

The original recipe calls for a can of con-
centrated cream of celery soup and frozen
spinach, but | wanted to try it with fresh spin-
ach and since | failed to buy the can of soup
when | was shopping, | improvised and was
quite pleased with the results.

Also, the original recipe used just plain Swiss
cheese, but being a devout lover of Gruyere

Photo Susie Iventosch cheese, it found its way into my version.

Spinach-Gruyere Noodle Casserole

(Makes about a 9x9-inch casserole)

8 ounces grated Swiss cheese-divided
4 ounces grated Gruyere-divided

1 Ib. fresh spinach
2 Thsp. butter
1 shallot, finely diced

1 stalk celery, include a few of the leaves, finely sliced

4 tsp. white pepper

4 tsp. sea salt

2-3 Tbsp. all-purpose flour

Y4 cup white wine

34 cup milk or cream

Ya cup dry vermouth
DIRECTIONS

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found on our
website: www.lamorindaweekly.
com. If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with Susie
please contact her by email or
call our office at (925) 377-0977.

Cook the noodles to al dente and drain. Toss with olive oil to prevent from sticking together. Set

aside.

In a large sauté pan, heat 1 Tbsp. olive oil and add half of the fresh spinach. Cook until wilted
and reduced in volume. Add remaining spinach and cook until wilted. Continue to cook just until all

liquid is absorbed. Set aside.

Meanwhile, melt butter in a sauce pan. Add shallots, celery, salt and pepper and sauté until
onions are translucent. Add 2-3 Tbsp. flour and continue cooking over medium heat, whisking all the
while, until flour just starts to turn slightly brown. Using a wire whisk, add white wine and stir until
smooth like a paste. Slowly stir in milk or cream and continue to whisk until integrated and smooth
over medium heat. Cook until fairly thickened. Remove from heat.

In bowl, combine cream sauce, vermouth, spinach, and half of the cheese together and then
toss well with noodles. Spread out into a 9x9 inch greased baking dish. Sprinkle remaining cheese

on top.

Bake at 350 degrees until done and beginning to brown on top and around the edges.

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Advice for Incoming Seniors: Don’t
Kick Back and Relax This Year

By Elizabeth LaScala Ph.D.

M ost college-bound students
wish that they could finish
their most difficult courses as ju-
niors and ease up a bit when they
enter their senior year. After all,
they are already applying to col-
leges and, although they might be
prepared to take the highest level
math, science or foreign language
classes as seniors, they may not re-
ally think they need to do so.

Many seniors would like to
choose courses that are a bit easier
or even a bit more fun as a break
before college. However, today’s
college-bound students are not
only assessed on the basis of their
past records but also on the basis of
their continuing coursework. It is
in their best interests to continue to
challenge themselves as seniors.

College admissions officers in
more competitive schools examine
transcripts and recalculate grade
point averages, placing priority on
grades in five core subjects. They
also look for evidence of continued
efforts to take advanced academic
courses, especially those that bear
upon the student’s intended major
or program of interest. Among the
more competitive colleges that you
may be considering, it is likely that
most will expect at least four years
of excellence or near excellence in
core academic subjects: English,
mathematics, foreign language and
the social and laboratory sciences.
If a visual and performing arts class
is on the transcript in the senior
year, it should be an honors or ad-
vanced placement class.

Getting into college, of course,
is not the only good reason to take
rigorous coursework in the senior
year; continued exploration of
academic interests is another rea-
son seniors should take advantage
of their last year in high school.
Courses should be chosen with an
eye towards the first year of college
as well as possible college majors.

If, for example, you are inter-

ested in a business major, take the
most demanding courses that your
high school has to offer in econom-
ics, mathematics and statistics;
those will help you confirm your in-
terests or lead you to consider other
majors that you might enjoy more.
If you are interested in some area
of engineering, admissions officers
will expect you to take the most
demanding courses that your high
school offers in biology, chemistry,
mathematics and physics.

If you find that you are strug-
gling with these classes in high
school, then you will learn to seek
help from teachers, tutors and
classmates to get the grades you
need. Learning to seek help is es-
sential for success in a demanding
college program. If you become
less enthusiastic about these sub-
jects in high school, even after you
have sought and received help, then
you will still have your entire col-
lege education to consider other
options.

Finally, senior year courses
can be chosen with an eye to-
wards fulfilling general education
requirements at the colleges that
you might be considering. For ex-
ample, virtually every college has
an expository writing requirement,
regardless of the major. If you can
achieve excellence in the most ad-
vanced English literature-compo-
sition course offered at your high
school you might have opportuni-
ties to become exempt from this
requirement in college. So your
senior year can be used to your ad-
vantage to make your college tran-
sition and first year experience a
little easier.

It does not hurt to take electives
in subjects that might be part of
your college education or help you
to get a part-time job while you’re
in college, especially if those elec-
tives carry AP credit or an honors
label. For example, it is useful to
gain skills in computer-aided de-

sign, or robotics if you want to be
an engineer, as long as you take and
do well in the hardest math and sci-
ence classes. Prospective business
majors might want to take account-
ing or marketing courses along
with advanced placement courses
in mathematics and statistics.

The senior year is an eagerly
anticipated kick back year for most
high school students; it will also be
the year where the college admis-
sions offices will have the highest
expectations of their applicants.
More and more colleges with very
competitive admissions wait to see
midyear senior grades — and they
will expect you to maintain excel-
lence after you have been offered
admission.

Admissions officers will look
to see how you handle greater de-
mands on your time and respond
to the challenges. This is evidence
of true grit and a better measure of
success than any standardized test.
There is no such thing as a “senior
slump” anymore.

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is an
independent college advisor who
draws upon 25 years of higher
education experience to help
guide and support the college
admissions process for students
and their families. Dr. LaScala
is a member of NACAC, WACAC
and HECA. She can be contacted
at (925) 891-4491 or elizabeth@
doingcollege.com.  Visit www.
doingcollege.com  for  more
information about her services.



Wednesday, July 13, 2016

LAMORINDA SPO

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

ORTS

Former St. Mary’s Standout Splits Time
Between Law School and Professional Rugby

By Karl Buscheck

Mike Haley

A‘IKaw student by day and a rughy pro by night, La-
ayette native Mike Haley is plenty familiar with
the raised eyebrows and looks of surprise.

“l do get a lot of interesting reactions,” explained
Haley, who is set to enter his second year at the Uni-
versity of San Francisco Law School in the fall and
who is in the midst of his first season with the San
Francisco Rush. “It’s definitely a bit unique for sure.
It’s definitely been an experience trying to juggle both,
but it’s been manageable.”

An All-American at Saint Mary’s College, Haley,
who is now 26, picked up rugby during his days at De
La Salle high school.

“| just needed something to do, wanted something
to do in the offseason for football — since it’s kind of
time consuming,” said Haley, who played defensive
end and tight end for the powerhouse Spartans. “So, |
just wanted to mix it up.”

The decision to branch out proved to be a hit. After
playing center and wing for his high school club team,
the Burton Valley and Stanley grad went on to com-
pete for five seasons at Saint Mary’s.

During his final campaign with the Gaels, Haley
was not just a star but also a team leader for a squad
that advanced all the way to the Division 1-A national
title game.

“It was awesome,” Haley said. “My fifth year I got
the captaincy, but unfortunately, we lost in the national
championship.”

At the 2013 championships, the Gaels fell 16-14 to
Life University at UNCG Soccer Stadium in Greens-
boro, NC.

Photo provided

“That was a cool experience in itself, to get the op-
portunity to lead a very well-known team in ... all the
way to the national championship game,” Haley said.

His inclusion on the All-America team not only
marked one of the high points in Haley’s career, but
also entitled him to a spot on the national touring side.

“Getting the honor of being named an All-Amer-
ican is huge because as an American rugby player,
that’s what you work toward. You work toward get-
ting collegiate All-American (honors),” Haley said.
“In terms of college, that’s the bench mark — getting
collegiate All-American. So, | made that team and got
to travel to New Zealand, which was an awesome op-
portunity.”

Following the 2013 season, Haley’s collegiate ten-
ure drew to a close, but his rughy career kept rolling
on.

As he entered the professional work world and
began preparing for the LSAT and law school, Haley
joined the Olympic Club Rugby team. The Winged ‘O
ruggers play in the Pacific Rugby Premiership — the
second-highest tier in the sport.

That stint with the Olympic Club led to Haley’s
current opportunity with the San Francisco Rush.

“The head coach (Paul Keeler) actually reached
out to me and said that they were assembling the
team,” Haley said. “He told me they were hosting a
combine and that he wanted me and a couple of my
teammates from the Olympic Club and from (other)
past (teams) to try out and give it a shot.”

Haley aced the tryout and made the cut, landing a
spot on the Rush’s roster.

Along with the Sacramento Express, San Diego
Breakers, Denver Stampede and Ohio Aviators, the
Rush are one of five teams taking part in the inaugural
season of the Professional Rugby Organization.

Due to Haley’s academic commitments, Keeler
has been flexible with the law student’s demanding
schedule.

“My coach for SF has been pretty understanding of
my situation,” Haley said. “When finals came around,
he gave me the leniency in terms of being able to miss
a couple of sessions here and there.”

The Rush’s first season, which will last about five
months including the preseason slate, runs through the
end of July. School and health permitting, Haley hopes
it’s the first of many he will take part in.

“I’d like to (play) as long as | can in terms of being
able to balance with school and well as my body,” Hal-
ey said with a chuckle.“I’ll play as long as my body
will let me or my schedule will let me. It definitely
would be cool to see this opportunity out for as long as
I could.”

2015-2016 Boys DFAL All League, Spring Sports

Baseball
Most Valuable Player
Tommy Henderson (Acalanes)

Nicky Fafoutis (Campolindo)
Jake Berry (Acalanes)
Max Flower (Campolindo)

Will Rembac (Acalanes)
Daniel Huston (Miramonte)
Myles Harris (Campolindo)

Ryan Rossi (Campolindo)

Most Valuable Pitcher
Josh Candau (Acalanes)

Second Team

Jack Cassidy (Campolindo)

Honorable Mention
James Vaccaro (Miramonte)
Daniel Kim (Acalanes)
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www.maddendoor.com

925-935-4580

Lic# 611614

Serving Lamorinda since 1977!

Residential Garage Doors
Sales, Installation and Service

“The properly designed garage door can ADD value and
visual harmony to your home!”

First Team
Devin Regan (Campolindo)
Tim Tague (Miramonte)
Ryan McNally (Campolindo)
Zach Wong (Miramonte)
Kevin McConnell (Acalanes)

Tommy Henderson

Photos Gint Federas Josh Candau

Ryan McNally

Jake Berry

Zach Wong

Max Flower

Nick Taylor (Acalanes)
Sam Dinerman (Campolindo)
Ben Salquist (Acalanes)
Grant Young (Acalanes)
Tyler Ewing (Acalanes)

Devin Regan

Kevin McConnell

Ryan Rossi

Matt Mead (Campolindo)
Garrett Johnson (Miramonte)
Will Rembac (Acalanes)
Drew Ventrelle (Campolindo)

... continued on page C2

Tim Tague

Nicky Fafoutis

Jack Cassidy

LeapFrog Plumbing

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

. { o o

. - Mo'ssizzling

- < summer
(T~ specials...

* Outdoor kitchens
* New gas lines for cooktops

4nyLRumbing b _
LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600 I

P TR L TR TR

1 LeapFrog Loot1:
$150 off !

1

I

and dryers :

* Fire pits & patio heaters
¢ Pool heaters & hot tubs
* Natural gas barbecues 1
1
1 Tankless water heater 1

installation

We’re poly-pipe certified
(approved vendors of PG&E - better than iron)

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/16

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

i @9377- 6600 =

CA Li
926641 www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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DFAL All League, Spring Sports

Boys Golf

Most Valuable Player

Ryan Burnett (Campolindo)
First Team All League
Drew Karren (Miramonte)
Jake Basilico (Acalanes)
Austin Fischer (Campolindo)
Second Team All League
Mitch DiRaimondo (Campolindo)
Arden Childers (Acalanes)
John Stenovec (Miramonte)

Boys Lacrosse

Most Valuable Player

Brian Maiken (Acalanes)
Austin Mello (Campolindo)
First Team

Sawyer Essabhoy (Miramonte)
Nathan Brickman (Acalanes)
Drew Cirelli (Campolindo)
Will Rack (Campolindo)
Kannah Cruickshank
(Campolindo)

Foster Jones (Campolindo)
Glenn Johnston (Acalanes)
Josh Baginski (Acalanes)
Nate Welcomer (Acalanes)
Stefan Marinac (Miramonte)
Second Team

Kevin Atkinson (Campolindo)
Shea Danforth (Campolindo)
Michael Bone (Acalanes)
Jack Thoren (Acalanes)

Ryan McCormick (Campolindo)
Todd Walthall (Miramonte)
Alex Wahl (Campolindo)
Honorable Mention

Fynn Chorak (Acalanes)
Kieran Fara (Campolindo)
Kevin Shepard (Miramonte)
Joey Gladden (Acalanes)
Harrison Drake (Miramonte)

Boys Tennis

1st Team All - League Singles

Alex Hwang (Miramonte)

Kyle Everly (Acalanes)

Jacob Goldsmith (Campolindo)

Isaiah Bird (Acalanes)

1st Team All - League Doubles
Nico Brightbill/Conor McGynn
(Acalanes)

Jake Basilico

Brian Maiken

Austin Mello

Sawyer Essabhoy

Boys Volleyball

1st Team All - League

Pieter Derksen (Campolindo)
Mitch Brooks (Miramonte)
Tommy Graham (Acalanes)
2nd Team All - League
Mitchell Tang (Miramonte)
Honorable Mention

Bijan Shahabi (Acalanes)
Chad Abbott (Campolindo)
Michael Sorenson (Miramonte) Pieter Derksen

Mitch Brooks Tommy Graham

Boys Track

1st Team All - League
Jonathan Hughes (Campolindo)
400M, 200M, 4x100 Relay,
4x400 Relay

Niki Moore (Campolindo)
800M

Ethan Westemeier (Acalanes)
300M Hurdles, Long Jump,
Triple Jump, High Jump

Matt Immesoete (Miramonte)
Pole Vault

Jack Brydon (Acalanes)

Shot Put, Discus Throw

2nd Team All - League
Christian Gonzales (Miramonte)
800M

Cameron Gaskell (Acalanes)
3200M

Sterling Strother (Campolindo)
Shot Put

Mohammad Movahedi (Cam-
polindo)

4x100 Relay, 4x400 Relay

Niki Moore (Campolindo)
4x400 Relay

Jason Lin (Campolindo)

4x400 Relay

Honorable Mention

Jonathan Semenza (Campolindo)

Niki Moore

Matt Immesoete

Jack Brydon

... continued from page C1

Boys Swimming
1st Team All - League
Casey Conrad (Acalanes)
Tommy Fellner (Acalanes)
Brad Robison (Acalanes)
Riley Smith (Acalanes)
Peter Brassinga (Campolindo)
Nicky Erickson (Campolindo)
Jolen Griffin (Campolindo)
Ryan Shaw (Campolindo)
Cole Stevens (Campolindo)
Tyler Abramson (Miramonte)
2nd Team All - League
Alex Low (Campolindo)
Kai Nashan (Campolindo)
Michael Wheeler (Campolindo)
Max Younger (Campolindo)
Justin Lammert (Miramonte)
Scott Wu (Miramonte)
Richard Zang (Miramonte)
Honorable Mention
Carter Chan (Miramonte)
Mikey Dakis (Miramonte)
Eli Obrien (Miramonte)
Christian Schillinger (Miramonte)
Ryan Schioldanger (Miramonte)
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Most Frequently Viewed

Stories From Our Last Issue:

- Orinda Mom’s Accidental Culinary Successes
- ConFire Chief: Reach Out, He’ll Be There

- Womenpriests Ordain First Orinda Woman Catholic Priest

- AED and Quick Thinking Save Life of 24 Hour
Fitness Client

- Tax Disparity in MOFD is Still a Hot Issue in Orinda

- The Airbnb Listing Next Door
- City Turning Pavement into a Pair of ‘Parklets’
- Lamorinda Rowers Help Propel Oakland Strokes

We will publish the DFAL list
for Girls in our next edition

Jake Oxendine/Ben Fish (Campolindo) Alex Hwang 3200M _

2nd Team All - League Singles Sam Whiting (Miramonte)

Ryan Cardiff (Acalanes) Pole Vault

Noah Bagley (Campolindo) Jo_ey Christiansen (Acalanes)

2nd Team All - League Doubles Discus Throw _
Bryce Radlow/Narayan Sharma Christopher Fleming (Campolindo)
(Miramonte) 4x100 Relay _

Cole Noone/Jin Heo (Acalanes) Rupert Dusauzay (Campolindo)
Honorable Mention Singles 4x100 Relay

Trenton Tso (Acalanes) Kyle Everly

Cal Hunter (Campolindo)
Jack O’Melveny (Miramonte)

at Nationals

- Cleaner Energy Option Coming to Lafayette
- “‘Help Wanted’ is Becoming a Familiar Sign in Moraga

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to www.
lamorindaweekly.com and click the link below the story.

Classified ¢ Classified « Classified

o Classified

o Classified

o Classified

Classified

Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar

All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706 §
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Lamorinda Guitar Lessons

Folk, Rock, Blues & Jazz
Serving Lamorinda since 1980

925-933-3111

www.lamorindaguitarlessons.com
jackeskridgeguitar@gmail.com

Lacrosse Clinics

The Town of Moraga & Coach V
are offering Into Girls Lacrosse
Clinics, 7/8 & 8/8. Learn to catch,
throw, dodge and cradle and build
basic skills. Register at 925-888-
7045 (510 Fee). moragarec.com

Help Wanted

Sushi helper, experienced servers.
Must be familiar with sushi.
Speaking Japanese is a plus, but
not required. Full-time & Part-time
available. MORAGA (925)376 -7350

Employment

Entrepreneurs Wanted-be a
Professional Travel Agent on-line.
Informative Meeting 7pm on
Tuesday 7/19 Round Table Lafayette.
Work under major agency’s bond,
license and search engine.
Training provided. No experience
needed. 530/262-1145.

Travel

Love to travel! Get agent prices
for yourself, tax deductions and
other rewards. Find out how at
Round Table Lafayette 7pm on
Tuesday 7/19. For more info call
Cindi at 530-262-1145.

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

+ WINDOWS TUTORING M=

« HARDWARE UPGRADES ,’g
- NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com

925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

M Licssosrrs  925-825-5201

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Ramon’s Home
Improvement Services.
Repairs. No job to small.
(925)348-3375. Lic. #973746

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Rototilling

== Ken’s Rototilling

% «4W/D Tractors

i « Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing « Rototilling

Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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Mavericks Baseball Team Goes

Undefeated to Win Tourney

Submitted by Brent Meyers

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Back row from left: Justin Rodriguez, Grant Roesch, Robbie Mascheroni, Evan Olson, Logan
Robeson, coach Doug Nimura, coach Steve Hammond, James Gordon; Middle Row from left:
Brendan Comerford, Charlie Hill, Dashiell Weaver, Nick Rogers, Justin Meyers; Front Row from
left: Tyler Panos, Lucas Concepcion, Ryan Sintchak Photo Rob Mascheroni

Moraga Baseball Association team 11U went  Frency Tournament in Manteca last month
undefeated at the TPR/USSSA Fireworks and won the championship.

925-377-0977

LMSC U14 Girls Stymie

Competition in Tourney
Submitted by Christine Pitt

Caption: The Lamorinda Soccer Club U11 Girls won the Santa Clara Sporting Girls Invitational.
Pictured are, bottom row from left: Katheryn Dunn, Siena Giordano, Maddie Rogers, Sierra
Harley, Yasmeen Dao, Ava Schmitt, Emily Cohen, Malika Haji.Top row from left: Jordan Goul-
arte, Isla Burch, Monique Zarling, Anna Pitt, Catherine Liu, Mia Castillo, Ariel Steinberg, coach

Jessica Poole.

he Lamorinda Soccer Club U14 girls

team pulled off an impressive victory in
the prestigious Santa Clara Sporting Girls In-
vitational over the Memorial Day weekend.
Lamorinda won its first game against San
Carlos United SC Waves Blue 1-0, followed
by a 4-0 victory against a strong Santa Clara
Sporting Green team.

The final group game was a 3-0 win with

goals against San Juan SC from Nevada. A
1-0 victory in the semifinal against Carson
Valley Quakes put the team through to the
final.

On Memorial Day Lamorinda won 2-1in
the Championship game in Santa Clara
against Santa Rosa United ECNL. Goalkeep-
er Sierra Harley had one goal scored on her
for the entire tournament.

SC Girls 1s an Elite Team

Submitted By Keven Guillory

The Lamorinda Soccer Club was chosen as a Development Academy.

.S. Soccer chose the Lamorinda Soc-

cer Club as one of the first 25 Girls
Development Academies in the nation.
Lamorinda is one of only three clubs

in Northern California to achieve this elite
status. In selecting the small Lamorinda
club for this honor, U.S. Soccer looked at
the quality and license levels of the coach-
ing staff, the number of players the club
sent to high level college teams, the U.S.
Women’s National Teams and profes-
sional leagues, as well as other factors.
The program will focus on positively im-
pacting everyday club environments to max-

Photo provided

imize elite female youth player development.
Increasing the training to game ratio, playing
fewer but more meaningful games and pro-
viding assistance for coaching education and
development are just some of the standards
and best practices the program will promote.

Since 2007, the U.S. Soccer Development
Academy has served as the elite male youth
player development model for the country
and has significantly improved the everyday
environment for players, coaches, referees
and clubs. The Girls” Development Academy
will be structured with many of the same prin-
ciples and will begin play in the fall of 2017.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Moraga Celebrates 20th
Anniversary 4th of July Fun Run

Submitted by Eric Yabu

Photos by James Woidat Campolindo track athletes Julie Hyatt and Lauren Williams run with

the Kiddie Runners
ver 600 runners and walkers started
their Fourth of July festivities by partic-
ipating in the 20th Anniversary Moraga Fun
Run, sponsored by Kirsten Buckley Real Es-
tate. On new courses due to a landslide on a
segment of the old courses, Adam Hathaway

Adam Hathaway ran away with the 5-mile title.

Campo senior Niki Moore took the 2-mile title.

Photos by James Woidat
and Brighie Leach won the male and female
five-mile races, respectively, while Niki
Moore and Rosie Cruz claimed the two-mile
titles. These competitions were preceded by
the 400 and 800-meter Kiddie Runs in which
everyone was a winner.

Brighie Leach repeated as the women’s 5-mile
champion.

Rosie Cruz was the first female finisher in the
2-mile race.

2-Mile Run

Place Name Gender City Chip Time Division
1 Niki Moore M Lafayette 10:44 M 16-19
2 Dylan Gunn M CA 11:32.4 M 12-15
3 David Bayliss M Danville 11:35.7 M 50-54
4 Alexander Lodewick M Moraga 11:59.0 M 1-11
5  Tristan Tool M 12:13.4 M 30-34
6  Rosie Cruz F 12:14.0 F 16-19
7 Tyler Takata M Moraga 12:24.4 M 20-24
8  Joseph Henwood M 94611 12:37.0 M 40-44
9  Seren Tochikura M Moraga 12:44.2 M 12-15

10  Issac Cole-Frieman M 12:51.6 M 12-15

5-Mile Run

Place Name Gender City Chip Time Division
1  Adam Hathaway M Moraga 27:45.8 M 20-24
2 Kevin Buckley M Moraga 28:37.9 M 16-19
3 Nathaniel Sauerbery M Moraga 28:47.6 M 16-19
4 Teddy Buckley M Moraga 29:35.4 M 12-15
5  Andrew Tseng M Moraga 30:16.1 M 16-19
6  Aidan Gottra M 30:46.8 M 20-24
7  Richard Gong M Moraga 30:48.5 M 16-19
8  Thibault Gourlin M Moraga 31:05.7 M 16-19
9  Brighie Leach F Lafayette 31:09.6 F 16-19

10  Charlie Woidat M Moraga 31:16.5 M 12-15

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(We prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide.)
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SHOP MORAGA

MERYL'S
SKINCARE

910 Country Club Dr

20 OFF i

New Clients Only 925.212.2262

= TR, MORAGA MOTORS

z o since 1981 in Moraga. Located on

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

o P T 0 M E T R Y : :

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. Residential & Commerecial Painting Professional Automotive ﬂ- IH\J‘E EE iy

 Comprehensive Vision Testing Exterior & Interior Service and Repair e Y 3

* Eye Disease Diagnosis Happy & Repeat Customers from San Francisco to Lamorinda Foreign and Domestic R T ki

e Specialty Contact Lens Care . - : o L

¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses — 925-247-0092 2016Momga Small L}M‘*\.\E

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A MarkBellinghamPainting.com Business of the Year ~ 530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692
Moraga - (925) 376-2020 Fully Insured 456414 WWW.Mmoragamotors.com

r-—"=-="=T7~ "= ======== A

44th Year Si Si Caffé

2-Week Horse Camps

Private Riding Site in Moraga
Complete horsemanship programs
for riders of dll levels.

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

|
30 years experience I
Specializing in complex tax |
sttuations for individuals and I

small businesses.
Moraga Consultation, Preparation, |

Come Visit Camp! (925) 388-1040 ’Re}aresentation, T[anning

www.roughingit.com/events 925-377-1908

Bayﬁzrea home

MORAGA SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON C'mpanlOnS
in-home care services

BAR B E R s H o P s 2 0* Lip Wax w/ Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

¢ Personal Care e Light Housekeeping

. Brow Wax
Hours: Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-7, new lints only * Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday 925.376.7222 (925) 330-3999

925-247-1101 - 1431 Moraga Way e

The UPS Store Studio E

S G New hours: Our location: gtudjgﬁ offe/r;ng Iileésonalgaining gnd
ave aS Mon_Fn 800_600 1480 Mom emi v rivate/Small Group ass.es. ome
th | attent d
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005 | | indvidualmotation you need o getyou
S ave M O n ey v Shipping ~ Postal Services started on a healthy track for life.
v Copying, Finishing v Business Services Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com

v/ Printing Services v’ Live Scan forafull list of classes.

S aVG Tl m e v"Notary Services Fingerprinting 1605 School Street Moraga

(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

Shop your local McCaulou’s www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291 925-388-6779

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE FREE Summer Concert MORAGA GARDEN

(Rheem center-across from Complete Auto Repair . CENTER >
the Post Office) State of California Series 2016
Brake, Lam
Sr:oeg' S:ati%:( OFFICIAL Thursday evenings at the Moraga Commons Park Fl OL.:ris&&V?af;;utgzl es
SolSTI Concerts start at 6:30 pm and end at 8:30 pm Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds
::52“5%:: 2016 Schedule e
STATION . . ocated a e
377-6020 July 14 Spill the Wine- Jackson 5 to Maroon 5 Moraga Shopping Center
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM July 21 Foreverland - Electrifying tribute to 925-376-1810
Michael Jackson
July 28 Kings of 88 - Piano rock e.g. Elton John,
Billy Joel, etc
August 4 Fleetwood Mask - tribute to fleetwood
Mac

August 11 Mixed Nuts - decades of rock

Au, 18 Beatles Flashback - tribute to the Beatles
Augiz 25 FUNdamentals - Finale cover & HAI R STYLI ST
danceband CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS

}Slee d;tails at the is/lorag/a Park Fc;luncliation website: 910 Country Club Dl’., Moraga
ttp://moragaparks.org/concert.htm (9 2 5) 437-2076

RCFE LIC # 075601205 / 075601509

Watch for Love Lafayette July 27

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Uncovering the Pros and Cons of Pool Covers

By Cathy Tyson

A pool alarm helps with safety. Photo Vickie Martin

en the mercury rises, families are ready to dive into a commu-

Wlity or backyard pool, but how to keep pools safe and warm is an

ongoing concern for homeowners with pools. While pool covers

provide a level of safety and can reduce heating costs, depending on the type,
they can be frustrating to take on and off.

Before installing a cover, a Moraga couple reports that their regular
pool temperature was about 64 degrees, a little chilly for a quick dip. Since
adding a cover in May, the average pool temperature is up to 76 degrees, and
more efficiently heated up to 80 degrees with assistance from a gas heating
system. The happy homeowners credit the use of a cover roller suggested by
their neighbor, which easily opens and closes, in keeping the pool consistently
warmer and encourages more summertime enjoyment.

A number of pool cover options are on the market, and of course each
has pros and cons. One aspect that many pool owners consider is safety.

“The first line of defense is always supervision” said Paul Barendregt
of Very Nice Pools in Lafayette, who has been in business for over 35 years,
regarding potential drowning accidents. However in addition to vigilance, pool
owners can consider automatic covers, safety alarm buoys, nets and fences for
peace of mind and for a more inviting swim.

It’s important to note that drowning takes the lives of more California
toddlers than any other kind of accident, according to the California Depart-
ment of Public Health, and children who manage to survive a near drowning
often suffer permanent brain damage.

When Jeanine and Jim McDermott moved into their Moraga home when
their daughter was just six months old, installing a pool cover was the first thing
they did. Fast forward approximately 10 years and after repairing it twice, they
had it removed. Because their pool was kidney shaped, the tracks were on the
decking and “it drove us crazy,” says Jeanine McDermott. When it rained, it
also created another pool on top of the pool, a hassle to address. The now emp-
ty-nesters still use the pool and backyard all the time, as they consider it an
extension of their house, but prefer to go coverless. ... continued on page D4



Nancy Stryker

presents:

CAPE COD IN HEART OF
SLEEPY HOLLOW

' 5008
co

This charming singe-story Cape Cod home is located in
Orinda’s coveted Sleepy Hollow neighborhood and is
filled with architectural detailing from shingle siding,
cottage- style shutters and whitewashed fence to detailed
woodwork in its crisp, light-filled rooms that connect
with the inviting outdoor spaces.The sprawling
half-acre property, with approximately 2,513 sq. ft., four
bedrooms, three and a half bathrooms, enjoys spacious
patios, solar-heated pool and spa and ample
entertainment and play space.

Call for price

Nancy Stryker
925.890.6911

nancystryker@gmail.com

The Beaubelle Group
Coldwell Banker’s #1 Group in the East Bay
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Lastreported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 11 $950,000 $2,645,000
MORAGA 3 $650,000 $2,125,000
ORINDA 8 $873,000 $2,425,000
Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
LAFAYETTE

3164 Cordova Way, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 1840 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 6-9-16;
Previous Sale: $699,000, 06-24-11

3111 Diablo View Road, $1,293,500, 5 Bdrms, 3939 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 6-10-
16; Previous Sale: $929,000, 02-11-04

915 Janet Lane, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1588 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 6-10-16

3910 Leroy Way, $1,265,000, 3 Bdrms, 1427 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 6-6-16

1242 Panorama Drive, $2,645,000, 4 Bdrms, 3717 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 6-7-16;
Previous Sale: $450,000, 08-14-92

934 Raintree Place, $1,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 2715 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 6-10-16;
Previous Sale: $951,000, 08-30-02

927 Reliez Station Road, $1,010,000, 2 Bdrms, 1437 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 6-6-
16; Previous Sale: $530,000, 02-03-12

576 Silverado Drive, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 1414 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 6-6-16;
Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 01-07-14

3461 Stage Coach Drive, $1,991,500, S Bdrms, 3710 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 6-10-
16; Previous Sale: $560,000, 09-27-88

3957 Woodside Court, $1,423,000, S Bdrms, 2446 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 6-10-
16; Previous Sale: $225,000, 01-29-85

3411 Woodview Drive, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1762 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 6-7-16;
Previous Sale: $439,000, 12-11-01

MORAGA

395 Fernwood Drive, $1,482,500, 4 Bdrms, 2824 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 6-9-16;
Previous Sale: $68,500, 09-17-71

175 Miramonte Drive, $650,000, 2 Bdrms, 1525 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 6-9-16
2159 Sky View Court, $2,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 4916 SqFt, 1997 YiBlt, 6-9-16;
Previous Sale: $950,000, 08-06-98

ORINDA

71 Ardilla Road, $1,180,000, 3 Bdrms, 1852 SqFt, 1923 YrBlt, 6-9-16; Previ-
ous Sale: $750,000, 06-29-12

111 Ardith Drive, $1,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 2227 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 6-6-16

37 Camino Don Miguel, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 2172 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 6-9-
16; Previous Sale: $749,000, 06-24-99

112 Crestview Drive, $873,000, 3 Bdrms, 2439 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 6-8-16;
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 08-15-05

19 Glorietta Court, $905,000, 3 Bdrms, 1516 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 6-6-16

8 La Plaza Drive, $1,590,000, 3 Bdrms, 2789 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 6-6-16

213 Overhill Road, $1,787,000, 4 Bdrms, 2348 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 6-9-16;
Previous Sale: $976,000, 06-08-05

48 Rheem Boulevard, $2,425,000, S Bdrms, 3688 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 6-6-16;

CalBRE # 01290021 www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of
NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not
employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Previous Sale: $950,000, 05-17-11



Upper Happy Valley Estate

1005 Timothy Lane, Lafayette | Offered at $2,495,000
* 5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms + 1.02+ landscaped lot with pool
+ 4868+ square feet * Prime close-in location

Charming Lafayette Rancher

3370 Sweet Drive, Lafayette | Offered at $889,000
+ Charming cottage on flat .32+ acre lot + Endless expansion possibilities
+ One of the most desirable locations + Once in a life-time opportunity

Sought after Lafayette Trail | Coming Soon

3340 Victoria Avenue, Lafayette | Offered at $1,100,000
+ Charming cottage on flat .32+ acre lot + Endless expansion possibilities
 One of the most desirable locations + Once in a life-time opportunity

Perfection in South Orinda | Pending

261 Ivy Place, Orinda | Offered at $1,395,000
* 4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2130+ square feet « Beautifully updated and enhanced property
* Prime Court Location + Inviting indoor and outdoor spaces

Kurt Piper

Christine Gallegos Leslie Piper

415.606.2047 415.990.4929

Amy Price Scott Sans

925.997.6808 925.216.7583

REALTORS RECOMMENDED FOR A REASON

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Kurt Piper
925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
Visit our website luvlamorinda.com
License #: 01130308




Orinda Home On Market

Just In Time For School!

31 Whitehall Drive, Orinda

3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms with
hardwood floors & bonus family room on
popular “lvy Drive Neighborhood” street.

Coming Soon | Call for Details

809 Rosedale Avenue, Lafayette
This 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home is
just steps from nearby Lafayette
Elementary School and downtown.

Sold | Offered at $799,000

Jay Williams
925.878.5050
jay@jaywilliams.biz
License #: 00868489
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Uncovering the Pros and Cons

of Pool Covers

... continued from page D1

They have a pool service that comes regularly to
adjust the chemicals and keep the pool clean.

In Lafayette, Vickie and Jeff Martin have a
lovely pool, no small children living at home, but
two pugs who are not good swimmers, due to
their short legs and barrel-shaped bodies. After a
recent pool remodel, they opted not to get a pool
cover and instead purchased a safety buoy that
is designed to float in the pool and detect when
something 18 pounds or more falls into the pool.
It comes with a house remote receiver that works
up to 200 feet away. On a recent day however, the
buoy was loudly beeping for no apparent reason.
Sonny the pug was also sounding an alarm by
barking at the beeping buoy.

There are similar alarms that attach to the
edge of the pool that have an underwater sensor
which will trigger an alarm on a remote receiver
in the house when an object 18 pounds or more
falls into the water. This may not be the best op-
tion for families with cats or very small dogs, and
doesn’t address evaporation or heat loss.

On the upper end of the price spectrum are
convenient motorized pool covers that are very
safe, keep the heat in and the leaves and debris
out. But these can run in the $9,000 to $10,000
range. With a new pool installation, these can
easily be included in the design, so the tracks are
underneath the lip of the pool. It’s also possible
to retrofit an existing rectangular pool, with the
tracks are on top of the pool decking.

All summer long, scores of swim team kids
as well as adults are using the recently remodeled
pool at the Moraga Country Club. Aquatic Di-
rector Sean Mason, reports they have tried an en-
zyme barrier cover, but due to the lane ropes and
windy conditions, it had “limited” success. This
type of cover works best on indoor pools, said
Mason. Unfortunately there was no room for
big bulky cover storage reels in the new design,

so the pool goes uncovered, but there is a large,
secure fence around the exterior of the pool area.

Manual covers can cost under $100 and
block dirt and leaves from a pool, transmit the
heat from the sun to the water, and prevent evap-
oration. However it can be aggravating getting it
on and off. Some homeowners use this type of
cover in the winter months, when it’s likely the
pool won’t be used much.

Mesh covers are attached to the pool deck
using anchors with stainless steel springs, which
provide protection from the elements, debris,
as well as accidental drowning or entrapment of
loved ones and pets. Similarly, but less solid, net
covers attach with anchors around the perimeter
of the pool - there are no heat or evaporations
savings with these, but they do offer a barrier that
is tight enough that if someone accidentally takes
a tumble into the pool, they won’t drown.

A jackhammer is another alternative. In the
1960s and 1970s as Lamorinda suburbs were
sprouting, with no thought of drought, develop-
ers were busy installing pools into smallish back-
yards. As those houses eventually turned over, a
number of homeowners opted to simply fill in
the pool and landscape over the top, adding to
their usable backyard space. For those with vin-
tage pools and pool equipment, this is a much
more economical choice than taking on an ex-
pensive remodel that will likely include new plas-
ter, tile and coping, not to mention a new heater
and plumbing.

California’s Health and Safety Code requires
private pools built or remodeled after 1998 fea-
ture at least one of seven safety devices. The list
includes a fence, approved pool cover, an alarm
on each house door that accesses the pool or a
pool-use alarm that alerts the homeowner when
someone enters the water.
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23 Ivy Drive 56 Davis Road 244 El Toyonal
5 Beds +Office | 4 Baths| 3,205 sq.Ft. | .45 Acres 4 Beds| 3 Baths] .61 Acres 3 Beds +2 Offices | 2.5 Baths| 2,538 sq. Ft. | 1 Acre

105 Crane Terrace 10 Van Tassel Lane 30 Tiana Terrace
4+ Beds] 3 Baths] 3,008 sq.Ft. | 4.87 Acres 3Beds| 2Baths| 2,214 sq.Ft. | 1.06 Acres 5 Beds| 3+ Baths|] 4,534 sq.Ft. | 1.9 Acres

K LUXURY

925.254.8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com | www.clarkthompson.com

License #00903367 | Allinformation herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.




Obtamnmg a Mortgage 1s Not Easy These Days!!

Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MY Financial Group
415-203-6369

Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP

Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs!

MY, Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Locally Owned & Operated 38 Years of Experience

Video Inspections & Locating

Sewers Unclogged

Overflow Protection Devise Installation Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!

Refinancing? Purchase? 2nd Home?

Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years.

Call Kat today!

Kat Rider Sales Manager wwusio292s
Cell: 925.787.1692

kat.rider@prospectmtg.com

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda

Equal Housing Lender. Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is
a Delaware limited liability company, licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act . This is not an offer for extension of credit or a
commitment to lend. Terms and conditions apply. Additional loan programs may be availa-

ble. Thisis not an offer to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other applicable

law. Call for details. 3/2015 NMLS ID # 1438399 Orinda Branch A

DAVID PIERCE

Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct: 925 254 5984

david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated
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Visit our new retail showroom
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Plumbing ¢ Tile « Lighting

FAMILY LIVING

Enjoy a new way of living at Via Moraga, close to schools, parks, and BART for easy commuting to San
Francisco and the greater Bay Area. Located in quaint Moraga, near St. Mary's College, residents will enjoy
the Lafayette reservoir recreation area for hiking and biking. This enclave of 17 two-story homes offers

gourmet kitchens with comfortable great rooms for casual living to meet your family's needs. In addition

to everything that Moraga has to offer, enjoy the hometown feel of nearby Lafayette just minutes away Present this ad to receive

10% off any order
Via Moraga . .. Discover family living. from our GXCZUSiUe COlleCtions Of
luxury plumbing, tile and lighting

with their downtown featuring dining, boutique shopping and casual entertainment venues.

M

VIA MORAGA

Get Pre-Qualified Today

Single-Family Homes Sales Office

From the low $1,000,000's 533 Moraga Rd Suite 220

Approx. 1,968 to 2,570 Sq. Ft. Moraga, CA 94556 . . .

3lto 4 Bedrooms 025 468.3767 Minumum purchase $500. Cannot be combined with another offer. Does not

apply to trade pricing. Discount is applied at time of purchase. Expires 10/1/16.

sighomes.com

Douglah Designs « 3535 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
Co\or’sanrjSp::(\:fi:it\t:g:;a}.f “\‘ el eference. CalBRI e 6. tm 925_284_1772 * DouglahDeSignS'com ° Llc' 962876
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Lack of Supply Affects Home Sales

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T

he second quarter of 2016 had some moderation with a decrease in closed sale activity on the residential

side of Lamorinda real estate, with supply continuing to be low, pending sales down slightly and with the
average sales price remaining high in Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda.

The decrease in sales can be attributed to the lack of supply. Here are statistics from the Contra Costa As-
sociation of Realtors for April 1 through June 30:

Lafayette

Homes Closed Q2 2016 Sale Prices Ave. Price: Ave. Days on Market
2016: 89 single family homes $825,000 to $3,700,000 $1,548,262 19
2015:128 $1,670,209 19
2014:N/A $1,396,941 19

The lower average price this year is likely a function of the smaller sample and more lower priced
homes selling. Previous second quarter averages were $1,226,216 for 2013 and 2012 when it was
$1,053,173.

Moraga

Homes Closed Q2 2016 Sale Prices Ave. Price: Ave. Days on Market
2016:42 $775,000 to $2,125,000 $1,316,655 31
2015:40 $1,368,425 13
2014:43 $1,301,236 17

The average prices are up from $1,144,668 in 2013 and from $983,785 in 2012. The average
marketing time was up too. It was 17 days in the second quarter of 2014 and it was 18 days in the
same period in 2013.

Orinda

Homes Closed Q2 2016 Sale Prices Ave. Price: Ave. Days on Market
2016:74 $758,000 to $4,650,000 $1,584,174 15

2015: 86 $1,532,761 19
2014:80 $1,434,930 23

In the quarter ending June 30, on an average price per square foot basis, Lafayette detached single-family
homes sold at $598 per square foot, a slight rise from the $594 a year ago. It was $537 per square foot in the
second quarter of 2014 and $495 per square foot in that same time in 2013. Moraga homes sold for $566 and
Orinda was at $600.49. In 2015, in the same calendar quarter, these amounts were $538 and $558 respectively.

In Lafayette, the average sales price was 102.7 percent of the final asking price. In Moraga it was 102.8 per-
cent and in Orinda it was 103.2 percent.

In the condominium/townhome category, Lafayette had two resale closings at $525,000 and $590,000,
Moraga had 24 ranging from $359,950 to $1,085,000 and Orinda had none.

As of July 8, there were 71 homes under contract in the MLS in the three communities combined with
asking prices of $435,000 to $3.6 million. A year ago there were 85 homes under contract per the MLS in the
three communities combined with asking prices of $239,000 to $6.5 million. It should be pointed out that there
are no “potential short sales” that are currently pending and subject to lender approval. At this same time a year
ago there was one. There are no pending REO (bank owned) sales.

This is due to property values continuing to increase versus three years ago and many of those sellers are no
longer “under water” or have been able to refinance their homes and are no longer at the point of foreclosure.

925-377-0977

Wednesday, July 13,2016

Inventory, however, remains low. There are 107
properties on the market and a year ago there were 110
available properties in the three communities com-
bined. Two years ago there were 126. This is quite a
change from July, 2011 when the inventory was at 219
homes.

There are only 44 properties on the market in La-
fayette — about the same as the 49 at this same time
a year ago. Asking prices in Lafayette currently range
from $659,000 to $5.6 million. In Moraga, buyers have
their choice of only 18 homes or condominiums listed
between $649,000 and $3.3 million. A year ago at this
time there were 21.

In Orinda there are 45, about the same as the 40
on the market at the same time a year ago. The list pric-
es range from $899,500 to $22.5 million.

There are no bank-owned or short sales currently
in the MLS available in any of the three communities.

At the high end, 25 homes sold above $2 million
in the three communities combined. A year ago there
were 42. There are 47 currently available above this
amount in the three communities combined.

Interest rates continue to be at very attractive lev-
els and many corporations have expanded their busi-
nesses and continue to relocate families both into and
out of the area.

Lastly, it is important to look at what homes are
selling for versus their list prices. Often homes come
on the market at unrealistic prices, and they do not
sell, but in the second quarter of this year many homes
have had multiple offers and have sold at or above the
list price.

We are also seeing many buyers having to make
offers without the traditional contingencies of obtain-
ing financing or having a home appraisal or even hav-
ing the home inspected. Many sellers are now opting
to obtain pre-sale inspections in order to understand
the condition of their homes and to also prevent a buy-
er from trying to renegotiate a lower price or repairs.

Of the 89 single family sales that closed in Lafay-
ette in the second quarter of 2015, 61 sold at or above
the final list price.

In Moraga, 28 of the 42 sales were at or above
the asking price and in Orinda, 58 of the 74 sold at or
above the final listing price.



Your own pruwate park
WITH THE HOUSE TO MATCH

61 St. Stephens Drive, Orinda
3038+/-Sq Ft, 4 beds, 2.5 baths
www.61StStephensDrive.com
Open Sunday 7/17 from 1:00 - 4:00

Wonderful contemporary Orinda home in fabulous close in loca-
tion AND zoned for Sleepy Hollow Elementary School. This 4 bed-
room 2.5 bath house in the heart of Orinda, includes a perfectly
functional floor plan with all bedrooms and baths on the main
level, a large eat in kitchen and adjoining family room, separate
formal dining room and living room, oversized laundry room, 4

bedrooms including master suite with built in office and large
walk in closet.

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
93 Moraga Way
Suite 103

Orinda, CA 94563

AMYROSESMITH  ciameaoeninen

Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959




Listed By
Crawford & Arnold Team

Kelly Crawford Bev Arnold
925.998.5599 925.788.8516

real local ¢ real knowledge ¢ real value
ﬁ@f chl}@f@@/ in Ohinda

210 Remington Loop, Danville 1011 Rudgear Road,Walnut Creek

~d ~d

Represented Buyer Winning bid out of 3 offers
Offered at $1,339,000 Offered at $1,150,000

26 Blue Gum Court, Pleasant Hill 177 19th St 10C, Oakland

=

35 Owl Hill Road, Orinda
4 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | 2929% sq. ft.

e s 000 9% 000 Open Saturday, July 16th & Sunday, July 17th
8330 Ferncliff Court, Dublin Orinda from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
W Perched on a peaceful hillside, this fabulous four
bedroom, two and one-half bath Mid-Century home

offers views of rolling hills and Oak trees. Walls

of windows, vaulted ceilings, clean lines, natural
materials of stone and wood and an open floor plan
highlighted by a gorgeous sculpted pool. Expansive
Winning bid out of 14 offers Del Rey neighborhood with views chef ’s kitchen and family room with access to the

~ Offeredat 3665,000 _ Callfor details spacious backyard. The living and dining rooms share
Visit AndiBrownHomes.com to view all local real estate listings. . . .

) walls of glass and stunning views. | 35owlhillroad.com

Call to schedule a market evaluation of your home.

Andi Offered at $1,495,000

Peterson Brown
A Coldwell Banker Top Producer

925.818.4588 Kelly Crawford LT Bev Arnold

Te y 925.998.5599 TTNTON 925.788.8516
andibrownhomes.com kelly.crawford@pacunion.com CHOISTIES bev.arnold@pacunion.com
CalBRE # 01738605 License #: 01361537 TR License #: 00900621

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.




SOLD/Seller SOLD/Buyer SOLD/Buyer & Seller
Walnut Creek, CA $495,000 | Oakland, CA (Glenview) $770,000 | Walnut Creek, CA $303,000

SOLD/Seller SOLD/Buyer SOLD/Seller
Martinez, CA $708,000 | Oakland, CA (Rockridge) ~ $2,000,000 [l Berkeley, CA $1,048,000

Recent Sales

Tom Stack / Broker Associate
Coldwell Banker Bay Area Top 100 Sales Associate
925.878.9964 | Tom.Stack@camoves.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is
Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC.

www.TomStack.com CalBRE #01501769

CalBRE License #01908304.

Stunning Views
in Glorietta

5 Bedrooms / 4.5 Baths
4164SF =/ 1.39 Acres

Beautifully updated home in peaceful
private setting. Spacious rooms with
vaulted ceilings and spectacular views.
Surrounded by lawns, charming gardens,
inviting walkways, relaxing decks and
patio with rose covered arbor.

Close to downtown and BART.

67 Tara Road—Orinda

Offered at $2,368,000

Rick & Nancy Booth

Realtors, U.C. Berkeley MBAs
925.212.8869 Make a Smart Move

Rick@BoothHomes.com | www.BoothHomes.com
Cal BRE: 01388020/ 01341390

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Warm or Cool, Summer Gardening is a Breeze

By Cynthia Brian

“There shall be eternal summer in the grateful heart.” — Celia Thaxter

Who can resist a summery arrangement of sunflowers and hydrangeas?

en it’s sweltering outside, I want to be
in the garden. I find it challenging to sit
in my office writing articles or produc-

ing radio shows when nature beckons me to be nur-
turing the earth.

In summer I spend several hours of every sin-
gle day digging in the dirt whether it’s early in the
morning or after dusk because my chores are never
finished. Like the gardening wardrobes of my sib-
lings, mine usually consists of my bathing suit and
shorts allowing me a quick cool down with a spray
from the garden hose. As my daughter was working
in her garden in her bikini she telephoned to declare
that she was carrying on our family tradition. “I re-
alize I come from a long line of bikini gardeners,”
she giggled. I thought of titling my next gardening
book, “The Bikini Gardener,” but then perhaps read-
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ers would expect to see beautiful bikini clad bodies
instead of gorgeous gardens. I promise not to be
photographed.

Baby, it’s hot outside and we gardeners have
work to do. We have to be water conscious, yet we
see the bare spots in our landscape and yearn to
make our personal paradise a more beautiful place.
What are our options?

Planting annuals and perennials offer the an-
swers to filling in those areas that just never seem to
seed well. Between the turkeys, deer and raccoons,
our landscapes have many hurdles to overcome and
I'm determined to continue to find ways to succeed.

Here are a few of my favorite recommenda-
tions for adding sparkle, individuality and excite-
ment without the extra water and work this season.

Asiatic lilies grow from bulbs and return year after year.

+ Sun loving vinca (Catharanthus roseus) crave six
hours of sunlight a day and do well in extreme heat.
Colors are violet, peach, white and bright pink.
Lately I've seen these annuals on sale at garden cen-
ters for as little as $4.50 a gallon or three for $12,
offering a kaleidoscope of shades at bargain prices.
« Lantana once established needs minimal water
or maintenance. Butterflies, hummingbirds and
bees are attracted to the highly scented flowers,
although some humans find the plant stinky. The
deer are repelled by lantana. Some cultivars have
variegated leaves, and all are evergreen, blooming
all year long. Trailing lantana is terrific on hill-

sides and spilling out of containers. Buy the shrub
variety when you want width and height that grows
to three to 10 feet. Multi-colors include orange,
yellow, purple, pink and white.

... continued on page D14
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

« Looking for an easy-care container garden? Consider the Deckorations Col-
lection from JBerry Nursery. Combinations of the highest quality plants paired
with stylish, functional containers make for turnkey patio prettiness. I have the
lantana, azaleas and hibiscus. www.jberrynursery.com

« Have you ever grown okra? Experiment with seeds from Botanical Interests
(www.Botanicallnterests.com) These spineless productive plants boast flowers
that resemble hollyhocks with pods that are full bodied and delectable, especial-
ly in a gumbo.

« None of the marauding animals seem to be interested in nasturtiums, making
them an excellent choice when you are looking for a creeping specimen with ed-
ible leaves and flowers. Seeds from Rene’s Garden (www.RenesGarden.com) are
strong and sturdy. I use the big lily pad-looking leaves as wraps instead of bread
and the flowers embellish my salads and plates. In the heat of summer, nastur-
tiums die back. Collect the seeds to plant in other areas or give away to friends.
Seeds self-sow where they drop, offering you another delicious and pretty crop.
o Sunflowers make me happy. Their big bright cheery faces stand tall at the
back of a garden reminding us that summer is in full swing. When dry, eat the
seeds or share them with the birds. Combine hydrangeas with sunflowers for a
spectacular cut-flower arrangement.
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The benefits trees provide to those living and working in the urban environment
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Prickly Sea holly thistles look ominous, yet are great cut flowers.  Photos Cynthia Brian

« If you want to plant a native tree that will thrive in our area with no care and
even less water while flowering for a couple of months with fronds of creamy
crape myrtle like flowers, try a California buckeye (Aesculus californic). Buck-
eyes are endemic to California hillsides, creeks and canyons. Add one or three
to spice up your yard.

« Roses are a must for every garden. I am particularly fond of David Austin
Roses and have planted an additional dozen this past spring. Although bare-root
arrives in January or February, a rooted rose in a gallon container will thrive
when planted correctly in summer. Water deeply until established and dead
head the blooms regularly for a display of beauty through winter. When you buy
a quality rose, it requires little care while bolstering the drama of your garden all
year. www.DavidAustinRoses.com

Buckeye Trees are native and endemic to California
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White roses are spectacular on a trellis.

« A natural and versatile herb, yarrow (Achillea) is actu-
ally a long-stemmed member of the sunflower family. Like
sunflowers, it is deer resistant. Achilles, the Greek god un-
fortunately failed to paint his heel with a tincture of yarrow
to make his body invulnerable to arrows. We know the rest
of the story. Feathery, fern-like silver-gray leaves mark this
fast growing native with flat clusters of florets in yellow,
white, apricot, red or pink depending on the variety.
«  Sea Holly Thistle (Ernginium) is a prickly textured
plant with leaves like an artichoke. A sun lover, as much as
the bees enjoy it, the deer don’t. Use it in striking arrange-
ments.
«  Ajewel of a flower, Oriental wind poppies (Papaver
orientale) take two years to bloom and hate transplanting,
but once you sow them, you'll enjoy them forever as they
bloom from spring through summer.
« Another great Asian contribution includes the Asiatic
lily. I prefer the deep pink variety, Lilium Speciosum. Plant
as bulbs for a happy surprise as they burst into bloom year
after year.

I'm grateful for the summer
and for the heat, so I'm signing
off to go play in my backyard in
my bikini. Stay cool and enjoy
your July family festivities.

Happy gardening and happy

growing.
©2016
Cynthia Brian Cynthia Brian under an
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9 Loma Vista Drive Fabulous
potential for upgrading &
improvement! .55 acre with views.
Restore charm of spacious 75yr old
grandma's cottage w/large modern
kitchen, great room w/vaulted open

beam ceiling. $799,000

96 Rheem Blvd. Spacious
4bd/3ba home. Eat-in kitchen with
Wolf range, hardwood floors
throughout, huge family room, au
pair suite with separate entrance.

$1,295,000

9 Fleetwood Court Wonderful
Harold Smith traditional 5 bedroom
home located at end of court & backs
up to open space. Large level yard
areas, refinished hdwd flrs, kitchen
with island & dining area.

$1,349,000

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

10 Van Tassel Lane Exceptional
custom remodel of highest quality,
lovely craftsmanship. Prime Sleepy
Hollow street. One level living with
vaulted ceilings, Chef’s kitchen.
Pool, lawns, gardens add to allure.

$1,395,000

ORINDA

352 Dalewood Drive
Impressive Orinda Downs custom
home on cul-de-sac w/hill views &
majestic oaks, Chef’s kitchen
adjoining family room w/two private
outdoor decks. Hdwd flrs, vaulted
ceilings, + office. $1,799,000

ORINDA

160 Camino Don Miguel
Spectacular Spanish Mediterranean
5bd/5.5ba 5851sf home overlooking
the 4th hole of Orinda Country Club.
Rebuilt from the ground up in 1996.
Resort quality pool & spa, gardens &
views. $4,795,000

MORAGA

1400 Camino Peral Beautiful
3bd/2.5ba townhome, fresh paint,
two car garage. Conveniently
located near shopping,
transportation, park, trails, and
library.

$675,000

MORAGA

1056A Larch Avenue Located
down a private driveway off Larch
Ave is a fabulous 3bd/2ba home
w/contemporary remodeling thruout.
Vaulted ceilings, hardwood flrs, &
spacious bdrms. Close to schools,

town. $1,195,000

MORAGA

9 Shannon Court

Sanders Ranch estate property over 1.5
acres, 4966 sq. ft., Chef’s kitchen,
hardwood, new carpet, fresh paint, pool,
ideal indoor/ outdoor living spaces.

$3,250,000

LAFAYETTE

Springhill Road

Great opportunity to build approved to
setting for 8.41 acre location. Design in
place by AIA James Wright. Road &
utilities all at site. City approval for
approach & layout dimensions.

$685,000

LAFAYETTE

864 Mountain View Drive
Well loved family home on beautiful
1/2 acre w/expansive yard, views &
redwoods. Great room w/vaulted open
beam ceiling, 3bd/2ba + separate au-
pair. Super location close to vibrant

downtown. $989,000

LAFAYETTE

1556 Rancho View Road
Beautifully renovated custom traditional
estate, situated on a 1.16 acre lot
w/inclusive spectacular private resort
w/pool & spa! Incredible open floor
plan, soaring ceilings, premier finishes.

$2,100,000

LAFAYETTE

30 Tiana Terrace

Super style living on dramatic over-
sized parcel within Tiana enclave of
custom homes. Great style + design
integrity with high quality amenities
in/outside. Mt. Diablo views!

$2,375,000

LAFAYETTE

1155 Camino Vallecito Esheric
Architectural Mid Century. Spectacular
2ac Happy Vly Estate. Beaut. updated,
walls of glass, Fr. doors, high ceilings,
pano views. Kit/fam rm, stunning
liv/din rms, cabana/ba. Top schools.

$3,595,000

LAFAYETTE

5 Burton Vista Court
Spectacular 7bd/9+ba, 8986 sf estate
w/incredible luxury amenities in all
grand oversized spaces. Premium
2.25 acre parcel w/sport court, pool,
& pavilion w/kitchen, dressing rms,

showers. $5,599,000

WALNUT CREEK

156 Brodia Way

New construction by KT Builders, a
local, high-end home builder.
Captivating views of Mt. Diablo &
La Casa Via Valley. High ceilings,
open flr pln & large .92ac lot at end

of cul de sac. $1,895,000
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