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Summer Market in Lamorinda!

By Cathy Tyson

The Lincoln Building parking lot.

here are some big hurdles to

clear for the city’s dream of
a centrally located Library Park
to become reality, and only time
will tell if an existing building and
parking area will be transformed
into a public park.

At issue is the vintage Lincoln
Building and adjacent parking lot
directly behind the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center on Golden Gate
Way. Several things will need to hap-
pen to turn pavement into what some
community leaders call a civic para-
dise: namely a commitment by the
city council to purchase the property,
making a mutually acceptable deal
with the seller, and coming up with
the money, estimated to be more than
$10 million.

City Manager Steven Falk
summed up the situation: “Many
(perhaps) unlikely things will have
to come together before Library
Park graces downtown Lafayette.”

He acknowledges that if the
park came to fruition it would ben-
efit literally hundreds of people
daily due to its location close to
two schools, two senior housing
complexes and across the street
from the library. Falk sees this
property as the best location in
the city for a downtown park, and
notes that other small cities have a
downtown park, like the Sonoma
Plaza or Healdsburg Town Square.

“Pulling this off will require a
big vision from the city council and
Lafayette’s residents, but it’s a truly
rare opportunity that’s before us,
one that could have an impact for
many generations to come,” he said.

While the owner of the prop-
erty, John Protopappas of Madison
Park Financial Corporation, has not
agreed to sell the property at this
point, he has entered into discus-
sions about it with the city. How-
ever, Falk says he told the city the
owner is waiting for the outcome
of the Lafayette sales tax measure
before proceeding.
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Back in January, the city coun-
cil agreed to split the cost of an ap-
praisal with the owner. The aging
27,500-square-foot building has 22
residential units and approximately
25 small businesses; together with
the adjacent parking area, the two
parcels are roughly 1.5 acres.

Virtually all of the ground floor
units in the Lincoln building used
to be apartments, but were flagged
by the city as illegally converted
to commercial businesses without
permits. In 2014, the city informed
the property owner that there was a
five-year window to either restore
the units back to their original resi-
dential use or obtain the appropri-
ate permits.

If Library Park comes to frui-
tion, an active park could replace
the large flat parking area bordered
by a creek, and the vintage building
could be demolished. In its place,
a number of options for a new
building include condominiums, a
police station, a civic building, a
senior center, a recreation center or
a combination of uses.

The creek, which is now hidden
away in a concrete channel topped
by a chain link fence and barbed
wire at the rear of the property,
could be greatly enhanced, possi-
bly with financial assistance from
the Contra Costa County Flood
Control District, which realizes
the downtown channels, installed
in the 1960s, are at the end of their
useful life. The district already has
a plan in place to convert channels
into more natural creeks.

If a joint city hall and police
station was erected, it could result
in a longterm cost savings, as the
city currently spends more than
$300,000 per year to rent space in
Desco Plaza. The future of the park
will have to wait for the outcome
of the November election, along
with the decision of Protopappas,
who didn’t respond to a request for
comment.

Estate
Property

56 Merrill Circle North, Moraga
Exquisite traditional estate

‘} !
property in Sanders Ranch. 6426

sqft, 6 Br, 5 Ba, paneled office, in-law suite.
$3,295,000 www.56MerrillCir.com
Sanders

Ranch

3 Crockett Drive, Moraga
Wonderful updated Sanders

;
! Ranch home with pool and spa.

3730 sqft, 4 Br, 3 Ba plus nice office.
$2,099,990 www.3CrockettDr.com

Timeless!

15 Merrill Drive, Moraga
Beautiful Georgian Colonial home

‘; !
. with striking curb appeal. 4525

sqft, 5 Br, 4.5 Ba. Gorgeous kitchen. In-law.
$2,595,000

www.15MerrillDr.com
Great

Views!

156 Ardith Drive, Orinda

Updated single level home with
great views. 3181 sqft, 4 Br, 4 Ba,
with extra office. Beautiful grounds & solar.

$1,795,000 www.156ArdithDr.com

i Bill)
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP
925 254-3030 www.Orinda.com
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City’s Financial Reporting
1s Honored With Award

By Cathy Tyson

Jennifer Wakeman

or the first time ever, the city of

Lafayette’s financial reporting
won the “Certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Financial
Reporting,” from the Government
Finance Officers Association.

The award recognizes the qual-
ity of municipal financial manage-
ment that goes beyond the mini-
mum requirements, offering full
disclosure and transparency.

Credit goes to Financial Servic-

Correction
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es Manager Jennifer Wakeman and
other city staff for putting together
the city’s comprehensive annual fi-
nancial report.

At a brief presentation at the
July 25 city council meeting, City
Manager Steven Falk explained
that the award, “Speaks to the level
of diligence and energy that Jen-
nifer Wakeman has brought to the
job,” and publicly thanked her for
her hard work.

Bagwooed Beauty

507 Winchester Court, Lafayette

Located in a highly coveted gated
community known as Baywood sits this
gorgeous turn-key 3,489+/- sf. home.
This cul-de-sac treasure enjoys a
wonderful floorplan including 5BD,
3.5BA and a remodeled kitchen that
opens to the great room. Warm and
inviting, this home is situated on a
.37+/- ac. lot that backs up to Briones
Regional Park.
507Winchester.com

Offered at $1,749,000
5/%05@0@&@ S

1015 El Curtola Blvd., Walnut Creek

Feeds to top rated Lafayette Schools!
Custom 2-story Saranap beauty tucked
back off a long private driveway.

This stunning 4BD/4.5BA, 4,336+/- st
home enjoys large sunlit open living
spaces including a finished basement
with separate entrance, kitchenette & full
bathroom. Wonderful .26+/- ac offers a
large front porch and delightful outdoor
enterfaining areas.

1015ElCurtola.com
Offered at $1,575,000

An article in the July 27 issue of the Lamorinda Weekly contained
the wrong email address for Bob Evans, who runs backyard
trains. To get on his mailing list for future tours, contact him at
bobe94549@yahoo.com.

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi lves 925.788.8345
www.BrydonlvesTeam.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01367466






