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Imagine a giant block party, only instead of residential 
lawns, participants lounge in tents pitched poolside. 
Many parents and swimmers alike plunge wholeheart-

edly into Lamorinda’s recreational swim culture when 
their children reach preschool and leave only reluctantly 

when their teens age out at 18. 
	 Lamorindans take their swimming seriously, even at 
the recreational level: There are two swim conferences 
and 15 teams, most with decades-old histories of mem-
bership, comradery and competition. 

	 Recreational swimming leagues meet only in the sum-
mer, but make no mistake about it; the swimmers, their 
families and friends are fully immersed. 
	 ... continued on page A15
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Growing up Swimmingly in Lamorinda
By Cathy Dausman

Recreational swimmers hoped to take a bite out of the competition at the recent Orinda Moraga Pool Association championships.	 Photo Gint Federas

Students are Primed, but are Local 
Roads Ready for School to Start?
By Nick Marnell

With school starting 
in just a couple of 

weeks, some local resi-
dents fear a “Commuter-
geddon’”due to several 
high-profile Lamorinda 
road projects.
	 As the voters passed 
the tax measures, and fund-
ing has been allocated, the 
infrastructure projects ap-
proved and bid out, Lam-
orinda is experiencing the 
tough part:    

... continued on page A14

Local Election Deadlines
Deadline for candidates to file and pay for “Candidate Statement” — Aug. 12
Extended Filing Period for non-incumbents for offices for which no incumbent files 
nomination papers by Aug. 12 — Aug. 13 – 17

District Attorney Investigating 
Possible Voter Fraud in County
By Sora O’Doherty

The extraordinary number of provision-
al ballots cast in the June presidential 

primary election delayed the vote count, 
leaving such people as the Orinda roads 
bond supporters anxiously awaiting the fi-
nal count of Measure L. But the delay was 
just the tip of the iceberg of problems at 
Contra Costa County’s Elections Division. 
	 “We would have liked to have (the re-
sults) sooner, but we are satisfied to be able 
to get them within the time allowed,” said 
Orinda City Manager Janet Keeter. 
	 While delays in counting so-called pro-
visional ballots was a problem, there were 
greater issues of possible election fraud in 
the county.
	 Throughout the county, 113 voters have 
been referred to the Contra Costa County 
district attorney for voting twice in an elec-
tion. County Clerk-Recorder and Registrar 
of Voters Joe Canciamilla asked the district 
attorney to follow up on the duplicate bal-
lots following a request from the California 

Secretary of State to deal with the issue. 
	 “Our office has no investigative author-
ity so it is our responsibility to turn these 
issues over to the appropriate parties for 
further review,” Canciamilla said.
	 ... continued on page A12

County Clerk-Recorder and Registrar of 
Voters  Joe Canciamilla.  Photo S. O’Doherty

Repaving on Ivy Drive in Orinda is just one local roads improvement 
project.					         Photo Victor Ryerson

The 12th Annual Orinda 

Classic Car Show Weekend

Saturday, 

September 10th, 10am–3pm

ORINDA CLASSIC CAR SHOW

Enter 

Your Car

Today at

www.OrindaCarShow.com
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Public Meetings
City Council	
Monday, Sept. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Aug. 15, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Aug. 22, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Aug. 10, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Aug. 17, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:	
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:	
www.lafayettechamber.org

Lafayette Police 
Department Incident 
Summary Report 
July 10-23 

Alarms	 67	
911 Calls (incl. hang-ups)	 11	
Noise complaints	   7	
Traffic stops	         198	
Suspicious Circumstances	 17
Suspicious Subjects	 27
Suspicious Vehicles	 35	
Abandoned Vehicle
	 Camino Diablo/Camino Justin
	 10 block Diablo Oaks Way
	 3600 block Chestnut St.
Arson
	 3400 block School St.
Auto recovery
	 3200 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3700 block Mosswood Dr.
Animal Cruelty
	 Mt Diablo Blvd./Golden Gate Way
	 50 block Lafayette Cir.
Battery
	 900 block Paulson Ct.
Burglary, Auto
	 4000 block Mt Diablo Blvd.
	 Reported to police 
	 1200 Rose Ln.
Burglary, Residential
	 1100 block Orchard Rd.
	 20 block White Oak Dr.
	 1700 block Toyon Rd.
	 1600 block Reliez Valley Rd.
	 3900 block Canyon Rd.
Civil Problem
	 3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Dispute, Verbal
	 Mt View Place/Mt. View Dr.
	 3300 S Lucille Ln.
Disturbance
	 Brown Ave/Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 Carol/Berta Lanes
	 600 block Lucas Dr.
	 Moraga Rd./Tofflemire Dr.
Defrauding Innkeeper
	 3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Drunk in Public
	 Moraga Rd/Mt Diablo Blvd.
Fireworks
	 500 block Merriewood 
	 3300 block Springhill Rd,
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Second St.
	 Moraga Blvd./Foye Dr.
	 900 block Third St.	
Fraud
	 3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 10 block Dianne Ct.
	 500 block Florence Dr.	  	
Health & Safety violation
	 1100 block Pleasant Hill Cir.	
Hit & Run
	 1000 block Second St.
	 3300 block Moraga Blvd.
	 Lafayette Cir./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Indecent Exposure
	 3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loitering
	 3600 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3300 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Missing adult
	 3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Police/Fire/EMS response
	 900 block Hough Ave.
	 3400 block Sweet Dr.
	 3600 block Happy Valley Rd. 
	 4300 block Appian Way

Public Nuisance
	 3400 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 900 block Fourth St.
	 Silverado/Rohrer Drives
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
	 McBride/Bradbury Drives
	 20 block Hartwood Ct. 
	 300 block Castello Rd.
	 1000 block Dyer Dr.
	 Avalon Ave./School St.
	 3300 N. Lucille Ln.
Promiscuous Shooting
	 3300 block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Reckless Driving
	 Acalanes Rd./Pleasant Hill Cir. 
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Mt. Diablo Ct.
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
	 Moraga Rd./School St.
	 Moraga Rd./Tanglewood Dr.
	 Hwy 24/Acalanes Rd.
	 3400 block Hamlin Rd.
	 Elvia/Del Rey Sts.
	 Lucas/Burton Drives
	 Mt Diablo Blvd./First St.
	 Oak Hill Rd./Hwy 24
	 Deer Hill/Pleasant Hill Rds. (2)
	 S Lucille Ln./St Mary’s Rd.
	 Acalanes Rd./Hwy 24 
	 Reliez Station Rd./Glenside Dr.
	 Brown Ave/Deer Hill Rd.
	 Carol Ln./Mt Diablo Blvd.
	 Hwy 24/First St.
	 3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Road Rage
	 Mt Diablo Blvd/First St.
Robbery, strong arm
	 3400 block School St.
Shoplifting	
	 3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (7)
	 3600 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Theft, Petty
	 3200 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3500 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3400 block Woodview Dr.
	 900 block S. Thompson Rd
	 3300 block Mt. Diablo Blvd
Theft, Grand
	 500 block Dawkins Dr.
Theft, ID
	 3500 block Springhill Rd.
	 900 block Kelley Ct.
	 700 block Moraga Rd. (2)
	 3400 block Hamlin Rd.
	 3400 block Hanlon
	 4000 block Los Arabis
	 30 block Topper Ct. (2)
	 Reported to police (2)
	 900 block Hunsaker Canyon Rd. 
	 10 block Green Acres Ct.
Theft, Vehicle
	 3600 block Happy Valley Rd.
	 3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd.	
Trespass
	 10 block Nemea Ln.
Unwanted Guest
	 1200 block Pleasant Hill Rd.
	 Mt Diablo Blvd/Oak Hill Rd.
Vandalism
	 1100 block Via Media
	 3300 block Betty Ln.
	 St Mary’s Rd/Avalon Ave.
	 3400 block School St. (2)
Warrant
	 900 block Risa Rd.

Lafayette Police Blotter

DanaGreenTeam.comDanaGreenTeam.com

STILL #1 FOR A REASON

Dana Green
925.339.1918
License #: 01482454

License #: 01866771
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Custom 5BR/4.5BA, 5548± sq. ft. Happy Valley 
Craftsman with incredible quality, privacy, indoor/outdoor 

allure and gardens on .52± acre lot.

Just Listed  �����������������������������

Lafayette's Best
Realtor

Dana Green
925.339.1918
License #: 01482454

License #: 01866771
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Newly renovated 5BR+/3BA + 2 ½BA, 5327± sq. ft. 
����������������������������������������������������

.70± acre dream trail neighborhood parcel.

Just Listed  ����������������������������������

2008 THROUGH 2015

Open Sun. 1-4 p.m.

Lafayette's Best
Realtor

2008 THROUGH 2015STILL #1 FOR A REASON

Environmental ‘Green Screen’ Will 
Protect Springhill Elementary Students
By Cathy Tyson

It took a village, or rather a trifecta of interested par-
ties, to transform a chain link fence at Springhill 

Elementary school to a lush green hedge: a scout in 
search of an eagle project, a Green Team mom and the 
school superintendent. 
	 Ivan Dikov and fellow boy scouts from Troop 224 
raised the money, finagled discounts and provided the 
labor to install over 40 lady bank roses that will work 
as a sponge to reduce the amount of car exhaust stu-
dents breathe while on the school playground that is 
directly adjacent to busy Pleasant Hill Road. The bar-
rier will act as a noise buffer and give some privacy to 
students. 
	 Dikov wanted to give back to his former elementa-

ry school, and provide a natural barrier for kids on the 
playground and baseball field. Through a GoFundMe 
effort, called Ivan’s Eagle Scout Project, he was able 
to raise $850 of a total requested amount of $1,000 
to get the job done. He and fellow scouts, along with 
non-scout friends, were hard at work over the week-
end of Aug. 6 and 7, digging and planting.
	 Elizabeth Dietsch, chair of the Springhill Elemen-
tary School Green Team, came up with the idea of a 
green screen fence years ago to provide cleaner air 
when her oldest son was a first grader; he’s now enter-
ing seventh grade. She was concerned about the high 
volume of traffic and the school’s field and playground 
next to the street with only a fence separating the chil-
dren from car exhaust. She figured there has got to be 
a better way. There’s evidence that “green” walls can 
reduce pollutants and particulate matter. 
	 Collaborating with both Dikov and Dietsch, Su-
perintendent of the Lafayette School District Rachel 
Zinn was very supportive of the project, especially 
since adjustments needed to be made anyway to the 
irrigation system near the fence. 
	 Requirements for selecting the type of plants pre-
sented some hurdles. A fair amount of research went 
into selecting hardy, vigorous, low-maintenance, 
drought-tolerant, deer-resistant plants that don’t at-
tract tons of bees, don’t have thorns and are reasonably 
lightweight to not damage the fence.
	 Lady bank roses are the perfect fit: robust climbing 
rose vines with clusters of miniature white or yellow 
flowers that profusely bloom in the springtime, which 
will benefit the school and the community for years to 
come. The Moraga Garden Center offered the plants 
and soil at a substantial discount.

Large Lennar Project in West Lafayette Gets Design Tweaks
By Cathy Tyson 

A new project that will trans-
form a city block in west 

Lafayette is inching its way  
forward.
	 A fence around Celia’s Res-
taurant has gone up, but don’t ex-
pect construction to start any time 
soon for the essentially block-
long development on a two-acre 
site that will house 66 housing 
units, a restaurant and commer-
cial space that will be built on 
the corner of Dolores Drive and 
Mount Diablo Boulevard. The 
project will stretch to include the 
adjacent parcel and a tiny triangle 
of land near the freeway.  
 	 ... continued on page A16

Ivan Dikov plants at Springhill.            Photo Cathy Tyson

 

Proposed Design Response 
 
Coherent timeless application 
maintains the integrity of high quality 
design transcending time and style 
 
Architecturally the west and east 
buildings should be related in 
proportion, elements and materials, 
yet clearly distinguished in their 
overall appearance 

Design comment 
from Planning Commission :  
 
1. Maintain transitional feel 

between downtown core and west 
end districts, while avoiding 
uniformity 

2. Design western buildings to 
recede into the background 

3. Emphasize the continuous 
landscape 

4. Clarify / simplify commercial 
frontage 
 

CURRENT DESIGN 

 PREVIOUS DESIGN 

West building revised with simpler 
composition and roof line 

East building with complex 
interlocking composition and 
room-size roof variation 

Proposed Design Response: 
 
• Individual walkways and unit 

entries engage the residential 
units with the public green space. 

 
• Large specimen trees planted on 

grade in large landscaped setback 
 

Design comment 
from Planning Commission :  
 
1. Maintain the Transitional feel 

between downtown core and west 
end districts 

2. Design western buildings to 
recede into the background 

3. Emphasize the continuous 
landscape, and activate ground-
floor 

4. Clarify / simplify commercial 
frontage 
 
 

CURRENT DESIGN 

 PREVIOUS DESIGN 

Images Studio T Square

Private & Serene Setting
Unmatched Views - OCC
Golf Course, Briones
Reservoir, Mt. Diablo
2,538 Sq  Ft*     1 Acre*
3 Bedrooms + 2 Offices
2.5 Baths

Orinda Horizons -
Wraparound Decks &
Full Sky Exposure All Day!

Offered at $1,395,000
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New Orinda Listing!
A View From the Top:  244 El Toyonal

www.ashleybattersby.com

Individual walkways and unit entries 
engage the residential units with the public green space.

Large specimen trees planted on grade in large landscaped setback
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©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are 
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Cal BRE 1221247

Summer Market in Lamorinda!
Timeless!

56 Merrill Circle North, Moraga

Exquisite traditional estate 
property in Sanders Ranch.  6426 

sqft, 6 Br, 5 Ba, paneled office, in-law suite.

$3,295,000                  www.56MerrillCir.com

3 Crockett Drive, Moraga

Wonderful updated Sanders 
Ranch home with pool and spa.   

3730 sqft, 4 Br, 3 Ba plus nice office.

$2,099,990                www.3CrockettDr.com

15 Merrill Drive, Moraga

Beautiful Georgian Colonial home 
with striking curb appeal.  4525 

sqft, 5 Br, 4.5 Ba.  Gorgeous kitchen.  In-law.

$2,595,000                 www.15MerrillDr.com

156 Ardith Drive, Orinda

Updated single level home with 
great views.  3181 sqft, 4 Br, 4 Ba, 

with extra office.  Beautiful grounds & solar.

$1,795,000                  www.156ArdithDr.com

Estate
Property

$3$3,2,29595,0,00000           ererririllllDrDr.ccomom
Sanders
Ranch

 Great 
Views!

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Spectacular Saranap  
1015 El Curtola Blvd., Walnut Creek

Feeds to top rated Lafayette Schools!
Custom 2-story Saranap beauty tucked
back off a long private driveway. 
This stunning 4BD/4.5BA, 4,336+/- sf
home enjoys large sunlit open living
spaces including a finished basement
with separate entrance, kitchenette & full
bathroom. Wonderful .26+/- ac offers a
large front porch and delightful outdoor
entertaining areas. 

1015ElCurtola.com 

Offered at $1,575,000

Baywood  Beauty  
507 Winchester Court, Lafayette

Located in a highly coveted gated
community known as Baywood sits this
gorgeous turn-key 3,489+/- sf. home.
This cul-de-sac treasure enjoys a
wonderful floorplan including 5BD,
3.5BA and a remodeled kitchen that
opens to the great room. Warm and
inviting, this home is situated on a
.37+/- ac. lot that backs up to Briones
Regional Park.
507Winchester.com

Offered at $1,749,000

NEW PRICE

PENDING 

City’s Financial Reporting 
is Honored With Award  
By Cathy Tyson

For the first time ever, the city of 
Lafayette’s financial reporting 

won the “Certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting,” from the Government 
Finance Officers Association.  
	 The award recognizes the qual-
ity of municipal financial manage-
ment that goes beyond the mini-
mum requirements, offering full 
disclosure and transparency.
	 Credit goes to Financial Servic-

es Manager Jennifer Wakeman and 
other city staff for putting together 
the city’s comprehensive annual fi-
nancial report.  
	 At a brief presentation at the 
July 25 city council meeting, City 
Manager Steven Falk explained 
that the award, “Speaks to the level 
of diligence and energy that Jen-
nifer Wakeman has brought to the 
job,” and publicly thanked her for 
her hard work.

Will Lafayette Get a 
Central Park Downtown?
By Cathy Tyson

There are some big hurdles to 
clear for the city’s dream of 

a centrally located Library Park 
to become reality, and only time 
will tell if an existing building and 
parking area will be transformed 
into a public park. 
	 At issue is the vintage Lincoln 
Building and adjacent parking lot 
directly behind the Lafayette Library 
and Learning Center on Golden Gate 
Way. Several things will need to hap-
pen to turn pavement into what some 
community leaders call a civic para-
dise: namely a commitment by the 
city council to purchase the property, 
making a mutually acceptable deal 
with the seller, and coming up with 
the money, estimated to be more than 
$10 million. 
	 City Manager Steven Falk 
summed up the situation: “Many 
(perhaps) unlikely things will have 
to come together before Library 
Park graces downtown Lafayette.”
	 He acknowledges that if the 
park came to fruition it would ben-
efit literally hundreds of people 
daily due to its location close to 
two schools, two senior housing 
complexes and across the street 
from the library. Falk sees this 
property as the best location in 
the city for a downtown park, and 
notes that other small cities have a 
downtown park, like the Sonoma 
Plaza or Healdsburg Town Square.
	 “Pulling this off will require a 
big vision from the city council and 
Lafayette’s residents, but it’s a truly 
rare opportunity that’s before us, 
one that could have an impact for 
many generations to come,” he said.
	 While the owner of the prop-
erty, John Protopappas of Madison 
Park Financial Corporation, has not 
agreed to sell the property at this 
point, he has entered into discus-
sions about it with the city. How-
ever, Falk says he told the city the 
owner is waiting for the outcome 
of the Lafayette sales tax measure 
before proceeding.

	 Back in January, the city coun-
cil agreed to split the cost of an ap-
praisal with the owner. The aging 
27,500-square-foot building has 22 
residential units and approximately 
25 small businesses; together with 
the adjacent parking area, the two 
parcels are roughly 1.5 acres. 
	 Virtually all of the ground floor 
units in the Lincoln building used 
to be apartments, but were flagged 
by the city as illegally converted 
to commercial businesses without 
permits. In 2014, the city informed 
the property owner that there was a 
five-year window to either restore 
the units back to their original resi-
dential use or obtain the appropri-
ate permits.
	 If Library Park comes to frui-
tion, an active park could replace 
the large flat parking area bordered 
by a creek, and the vintage building 
could be demolished. In its place, 
a number of options for a new 
building include condominiums, a 
police station, a civic building, a 
senior center, a recreation center or 
a combination of uses. 
	 The creek, which is now hidden 
away in a concrete channel topped 
by a chain link fence and barbed 
wire at the rear of the property, 
could be greatly enhanced, possi-
bly with financial assistance from 
the Contra Costa County Flood 
Control District, which realizes 
the downtown channels, installed 
in the 1960s, are at the end of their 
useful life. The district already has 
a plan in place to convert channels 
into more natural creeks.
	 If a joint city hall and police 
station was erected, it could result 
in a longterm cost savings, as the 
city currently spends more than 
$300,000 per year to rent space in 
Desco Plaza. The future of the park 
will have to wait for the outcome 
of the November election, along 
with the decision of Protopappas, 
who didn’t respond to a request for 
comment. 

Correction
An article in the July 27 issue of the Lamorinda Weekly contained 
the wrong email address for Bob Evans, who runs backyard 
trains. To get on his mailing list for future tours, contact him at 
bobe94549@yahoo.com.

The Lincoln Building parking lot.	 Photo Cathy Tyson

Jennifer Wakeman	 Photo Cathy Tyson
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Moraga
Public Meetings
City Council	
Wednesday, Aug. 24, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 6, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Aug. 22, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Aug. 16, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:	
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:	
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:	
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Weird vandalism 7/25/16: 
Someone apparently sprayed 
a large amount of water in a 
Moraga Way business through 
a window screen located above 
the front door of an unnamed 
business, leaving a large puddle 
of water, dust and dirt inside the 
shop. At the time it was unclear if 
any of the mess caused permanent 
damage.

Alleged loud party 7/24/16: 
A neighbor reported an alleged 
loud party on Sandringham 
Drive North, and said this was 
an ongoing problem. Cops came 
and spoke with an adult female 
resident who said she had a few 
guests in the backyard. Guests 
came inside, music was turned 
off, so the cops determined “there 
was no party being held.”  

Guy sleeping in car 7/23/16: 
A fellow returned to his vehicle 
after working his shift at Saint 
Mary’s College, and found a 
mystery man sleeping in his car 
around 9 p.m. Surprised, the car 
owner asked the fellow to get out. 
The sleeper said he had too much 
to drink at his class reunion, so he 
climbed in the car and passed out. 
Nice-guy SMC employee didn’t 
want to make a citizen’s arrest. 
The subject waited at the guard 
shack until an Uber driver picked 
him up. At least he didn’t attempt 
to drive. 

Stuff stolen from inside car 
7/22/16: A Parson Brown Court 
resident reported the theft of 
undisclosed property from a 
vehicle. Sometime during the night 
a number of items were removed 
from his unlocked car. No suspects 
or leads at this time. A lesson 
learned. 

Car vandalized 7/21/16: While 
at a meeting at the Moraga Valley 
Presbyterian Church, an estimated 
$3,000 in damage was made to a 
car parked in the lot. This happened 
at a church?

Mystery box in roadway 7/21/16: 
A metal box containing business 
papers and U.S. currency fell onto 
the roadway near the intersection 
of Moraga Way and Moraga Road 
around 11 a.m. The box was picked 
up by two subjects who were seen 
placing the box next to an open 
business. Employees of the business 

watched the box until the delivery 
service returned a few minutes 
later. Upon further inspection later 
that afternoon, the delivery service 
discovered that the box had been 
opened and the money removed. 
Instead of pennies from heaven, 
dollars from box? Isn’t virtue 
supposed to be its own reward? 

Other crimes occurring in 
Moraga from July 19 – 26:
False alarm – Park Street, 
Whitethorn Drive, Camino Peral, 
Moraga Road, Rimer Drive, Via 
Barcelona, Del Monte Way
Civil dispute – South 
Sandringham
Identity theft – Camino Peral
Domestic dispute – Camino Pablo
Laundry coins swiped – Ascot 
Drive
Traffic accident – corner of 
Moraga Road and Moraga Way

Moraga 
Police 
Report

Moraga Police Blotter

Bernie & Ryerson Team 

925.200.2222 or 925.878.9685 
gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken@ryersonrealty.com 

License #: 00686144 | 01418309

License # 01866771

Just Listed in Moraga!

4 Dolores Court, Moraga

Located on a cul-du-sac in Carrol Ranch, this stunning Townhouse 
has 3 bedroom and 3 bathrooms. This Townhouse also has a 
fabulous floor plan and is conveniently located minutes from 

shopping, schools, parks and public transportation.  

Offered at $759,000 | Call us for more details!

New Signs Point Moragans in the Right Directions
By Sophie Braccini

Pear or no pear? Blue or green 
sky? Many hours of public 

debate have been consumed by 
these difficult questions. Creating 
wayfinding signs may seem trivial 
to some, but as Planning Director 
Ellen Clark says, it supports the im-
age a community has and wants to 
communicate of itself.  
	 The signs finally chosen by the 
Moraga Town Council are simple 
and will consistently be installed 
townwide for cars, bicycles and pe-
destrians. A whole new map will be 
created for these three categories of 
users. The council also chose a new 

gateway sign style for the entrances 
to town.
	 As part of the pedestrian and 
bicycle master plan, staff had found 
that signage in Moraga lacked con-
sistency. “Key destinations have 
been identified, and different types 
of signs have been chosen by the 
design review board, as well as 
through an online poll,” Clark said 
at a July council meeting.
	 The initial design alternatives 
included one with a pear at the top 
left of the signs, a reference to the 
glorious past of Moraga when it 
was the Bartlett pear capital of the 

world. The online poll results said 
no pear, but staff recommended the 
inclusion of the historic symbol 
because the DRB preferred it that 
way.  
	 Mayor Mike Metcalf said he 
did not want to start World War III 
over the pear-or-no-pear debate.  
Council member Phil Arth said he 
didn’t want it as it would clutter the 
sign; council member Teresa Ono-
da said she would rather follow the 
poll’s result; and vice mayor Dave 
Trotter dealt the final blow to the 
pear when he said that it looked 
like a partridge or a quail.
	 Once the simple design was 
approved, the council focused its 
attention to the four proposals for 
new gateway signs. This project 
was started when the Moraga Mov-
ers (residents over 55) offered the 
town $10,000 to build new gateway 
signs at the town limits along Mor-
aga Way, Moraga Road, St. Mary’s 
Road and Canyon Road. The group 
had become frustrated with the di-
lapidated air of the hand-carved 

wood billboards that welcome peo-
ple in town.
	 Associate planner Coleman 
Frick showed four styles of signs 
to the council, and explained that 
individual costs were in the range 
of $10,000 to $17,000 each.  The 
council members had a preference 
for the least expensive sign with its 
hill silhouette that resembles the 
newly adopted wayfinding signs, 
but they indicated that they did not 
have the budget at this time and 
that the project would be reevalu-
ated at the budget’s mid-year revi-
sion in January.

Public Art is Finally Coming to Moraga this Fall
By Sophie Braccini

Monumental art displayed in 
public places is definitely 

coming to Moraga. 
	 Within a few months, sculp-
tures on loan from regional artists 
will be erected for residents of all 
ages to share and enjoy.  The Art in 
Public Places Committee has been 
working for months on behalf of 
the Moraga residents to select eight 
pieces; some of them will begin to 
be installed in October, starting at 
two first public sites, the library 
on St. Mary’s Road and the town 
council chambers and community 
meeting room at 335 Rheem Blvd. 

	 The town council will approve 
all or some of the eight pieces the 
committee unanimously recom-

mended at either the Sept. 14 or 
Sept. 28 meeting.
	 The committee began meeting 

and exploring how to bring art in 
the public space in May. 
	 ... continued on page A14

Planning Department Sheds Light on Business Changes 
By Sophie Braccini

Summer may be a slow time for 
some businesses, but there is a 

flurry of activity in Moraga. While 
rumors have abounded, according 
to the Moraga Planning depart-
ment, several businesses in town 
are closing, expanding or even 

changing hands.
	 The Burger King at the Rheem 
Center is being replaced by Star-
bucks, which owners hope will 
include a drive-through. The proj-
ect requires a use permit amend-
ment and design review for exte-

rior changes. A recent Bloomberg 
article about Starbucks’ strategy 
noted that, “Drive-through account 
for more than 40 percent of com-
pany operated stores and have a 
higher than average sales growth 
compared with non-drive-through 
locations.”
	 Chase Bank has filed an ap-
plication to construct a new retail 
bank on the vacant lot at the cor-
ner of Moraga Way and School 
Street, also known as the Christmas 
tree lot. The planning commission 
should review the use permit in 
September. 
	 The UPS store that is presently 
located near Loard’s Ice Cream has 
an application approved to relocate 
its services to a larger and more visi-

ble space in the same Moraga Center, 
next to Bianca’s Deli & Catering.
	 The old post office at the corner 
of Country Club Drive and School 
Street has been approved to be-
come a warehouse/office space for 
a beauty supply business.
	 Bets are still out regarding the 
Jack in the Box that closed a few 
weeks ago. Mayor Mike Metcalf 
recently noted that he had heard 
people regretting that the only 
cheap place for breakfast in town 
had closed, but there has not been 
any official confirmation of the ru-
mor that a McDonald’s would be 
replacing the fast-food joint.
	 The owners of the Moraga Cen-
ter, the Bruzzone family, have not 
replied to requests for information.

The design draft for new gateway signs.	 Image provided

The open lot on Moraga Way and School Street.	 Photo A. Scheck

Wayfinding sign

Horse heads by Amy Evans McClure
	 Photo provided
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MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Hacienda Nights
5 Food Trucks!

Friday, Aug. 12, 6-10pm

Bocce, Frisbee Golf  and Pokémon Go — Can it all Fit at the Commons?
By Sophie Braccini

The Parks and recreation depart-
ment is preparing a master plan 

for Moraga Commons Park. 
	 In the words of the department 
director Jay Ingram, the purpose 
is to select, with the community, 
projects that will define the park’s 
usage for the next 10 years. With 
the help of consultant RHAA 
Landscape Architects, the stake-
holder outreach has started, sketch-
ing broad outlines and raising some 

questions. The objective is that the 
public will be asked to contribute 
ideas after the summer and the 
town council will receive the plan 
in November.
	 Doug Nelson from RHAA has 
been meeting with the Park Foun-
dation, the Bocce Ball Club, the 
Junior Women’s Club and the parks 
and recreation commission. He 
says that those groups consistently 
stated that the park is beautiful as it 

is, and whatever changes are made, 
they want to make sure it will stay 
that way.
	 However, some issues have also 
been raised. First of all is parking. 
The commissioners agreed when 
they discussed the topic last month 
that parking is challenging, but that 
since the park is surrounded by de-
velopment on all sides there was 
no easy solution. Nelson said that 
his study will look at increasing 

parking spaces, but that there will 
be trade-offs. The commissioners 
proposed to look at the new pocket 
park that will be available across 
from the Commons along Moraga 
Road and discussed the possibility 
of adding parking there.
	 After some initial support they 
decided that encouraging people 
to park there, when the pedestrian 
path will not secured by an over-
head roadway, was not a good rec-
ommendation.
	 Nelson listed other requests, 
such as to provide better lighting 
for evening events, to add an in-
door event space, to get the two 
existing playgrounds closer to one 
another and to add more bocce ball 
courts.

	 Commissioner Carman noted 
that this topic of adding bocce ball 
courts has been continually surfac-
ing for at least eight years but never 
seems to get resolved. The game is 
very popular in Moraga, with many 
of the players being seniors, but not 
all. Moraga would need two more 
courts to be able to be on par with 
other regional leagues and be part 
of tournaments. 
	 Besides the question of fund-
ing — probably over $70,000 to 
build two courts — one challenge 
is the conflict between bocce and 
the nine-hole Frisbee golf course. 
Ingram noted that the golf course is 
highly used and that he would not 
recommend abandoning the use.	
	 ... continued on page A16

Help Name the New Park
By Sophie Braccini

The Parks and Recreation Com-
mission proposed four names 

for residents to choose from to la-
bel the new small park across from 
Moraga Commons along Moraga 
Road.

	 The town has set an online sur-
vey for people to cast their vote 
at www.Moraga.ca.us. The town 
council will make the final deci-
sion.

The names proposed are: 
Dos Arroyos – because it has two creeks; 
West Commons – because it is close to the Commons Park; 
Camino Campos – because Campos means “commons”; 
Camino Tesoro – because “Tesoro” means gem.

Moraga Commons Park Master Plan
12 JULY 2016
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A map of the Moraga Commons Park Master Plan - existing conditions.	 Provided by RHAA Landscape Architects

APR.COM
Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111

Alain Pinel Realtors® 

HOME STARTS HERE

/ /

ORINDA   $499,900

73 Brookwood Road #36  |  2bd/1ba
Dina Bruk  |  925.258.1111

WALNUT CREEK   $1,575,000

1015 El Curtola Boulevard  |  4bd/4.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $1,295,000

122 El Toyonal  |  3bd/3.5ba
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111

MORAGA   $450,000

2051 Ascot Drive #203  |  2bd/2ba
Susan Kingsley  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $1,749,000

507 Winchester Court  |  5bd/3.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives/K. Brickman  |  925.258.1111

MARTINEZ   $995,000

Rancho De Maria  |  Lot
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111
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Orinda
Public Meetings
City Council	
Tuesday, Sept. 6, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Aug. 23, 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Comminuty Room, 
Orinda Libraray

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2016, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
City Hall, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda
School Board Meetings
Orinda Unified School District 
Monday, Aug. 15, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:	
www.orindaassociation.org

Alarms	 53	
Noise complaints	   5
911 Calls (incl. hang-ups)	   4	
Traffic stops	 81	
Suspicious Circumstances	 17	
Suspicious Subjects	 10	
Suspicious Vehicles	 23	
Abandoned Vehicle
	 Tamalpais View Rd./Diablo View
Armed robbery
	 20 block Moraga Way
Barking Dog
	 300 Block Dalewood Dr.
	 40 block Muth Dr.
Burglary, Auto
	 Theatre Square
Civil
	 10 Block Altarinda Rd.
	 50 Block Monte Vista Rd.
	 Muth Dr./Bates Blvd.
	 30 block Barbara Rd.
Corporal Injury
	 Hwy 24/Wilder	 Disturbance	
 	 Camino Pablo/El Toyonal
	 Donald /Hall Drives (3)
	 100 block Silver Oak Terrace
	 Glorietta Elementary
	 Orindawoods Dr/Kite Hill Rd.
Dispute
	 El Toyonal/Alta Vista
	 100 block Orchard Rd.
Drunk in Public
	 Moraga Way/Woodland Rd.
	 20 Block Ardilla Rd
DUI misdemeanor	
	 Pleasant Hill Rd./Old Tunnel Rd.
	 500 block Moraga Way
Fraud
	 700 Block Miner Rd.
Hit & Run
	 20 block Spring Rd.
ID Theft
	 20 Block Crescent D.r
	 100 block Meadow View Rd.
Illegal entry
	 50 block Oak Dr.
Ordinance Violation
	 North Ln./Camino Pablo	  	
	 Moraga Via/Glorietta Blvd.
Police/Fire/ EMS
	 Santa Maria Way/Orinda Way
Promiscuous Shooting
	 10 Block El Sueno
	 Orinda Senior Village
	 Miner Rd./Camino Lenada 
Reckless Driving
	 Camino Pablo/Miner Rd.	
	 Wilder Rd./Rabble Rd.
	 Moraga Way/Valley View Dr.
	 Glorietta Blvd./Moraga Way
	 500 Block Moraga Way
Runaway Juvenile
	 Safeway	  
Theft, Grand
	 Wells Fargo	
Theft, Petty
	 200 block El Toyonal
	 10 block Estates Ct
Theft, Vehicle
	 Brookwood Rd./Spring Rd.
Trespass
	 Orindawoods Dr./Altarinda 
Vandalism	
	 500 Block Bear Creek Rd.
Warrant Service/Arrest
	 1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
	 Wilder/ Hwy 24 (2)
	 10 block Lavenida (2)

Orinda Police 
Department Incident 
Summary Report 
July 10-23 

At 175 Years Old, Moraga Adobe is Slated for Restoration
By Sora O’Doherty

The Moraga Adobe is celebrat-
ing its 175th year, making it 

the oldest residential building in 
Contra Costa County and one of 
the oldest in Northern California. 
	 Although it is located in Orin-
da, the Moraga Adobe borders 
Moraga, the town named for Joa-
quin Moraga. Both Orinda and 
Moraga have been interested in the 
fate of the building, which has re-
gional significance.
	 Plans to restore the Adobe 
are progressing, although it is not 
yet possible to see that progress. 
Built in 1841, the Moraga Adobe 
was the home of Joaquin Moraga, 
who, together with his cousin, had 
received a 13,000-acre land grant 
from the Mexican government in 
1835. The Adobe sits high on a hill 
above Miramonte High School and 
Del Rey Elementary School. The 
extensive views from the Adobe 
extend out over much of Orinda, 
Moraga, Rheem and farther.
	 The Adobe had never been 
open to the public and has always 
been in private ownership, most 
recently owned by the developers 
of J&J Ranch. In 2009, when J&J 
acquired the property, they opened 
the Adobe for a walk-through, and, 
inspired by the historical building, 
the Friends of the Moraga Adobe 
was formed, with Kent Long as 
president. In 2012 the FMA ap-
pealed the approval of J&J’s devel-
opment plan by the Orinda Plan-
ning Commission, under which 
the Adobe would have become a 
private clubhouse for the develop-
ment. The Moraga Town Council 
took an interest in the building, and 
wrote a friend of the council letter 
to Orinda to try to explore options 
regarding access to the building for 
public benefit.
	 After years of talks, J&J and the 
FMA reached an agreement which 
has been recorded in a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU). In 
late 2015 J&J obtained approval 
for 13 homes on 20 acres adjacent 
to the Adobe, with 2.3 acres and the 
Adobe building to be deeded to the 
Friends of the Adobe. 
	 According to Long, the FMA 
needs to raise $450,000 plus a re-
serve of $50,000. J&J will pay the 
balance to restore the Adobe and 
to build a support structure with 
bathrooms. Thus far, the FMA has 
raised over $100,000 and are host-
ing another fundraiser: the Fan-
dango Fantastico on Aug.27 to cel-
ebrate the Adobe’s 175th year. (See 
sidebar.)
	 There is a three-year timeline 
for the Adobe restoration project, 
but the time has not yet begun to 
run. Long says, however, that in 

the next few months planning will 
begin in earnest. The Adobe origi-
nally was three rooms. Owing to 
the fact that the land grant included 
the redwood forest of Canyon, the 

Adobe had the unusual feature of 
redwood plank floors. Many par-
ties and dances were hosted at the 
Adobe, and the redwood floors 
were very popular. Cooking was 

done outside the building. 
	 The adobe walls of those origi-
nal three rooms are still sound, al-
though they are not visible, having 
been covered by later additions to 
the structure. The Adobe was ex-
panded to include three bedrooms 
in 1848. Those added rooms will 
probably be removed, although 
there may be an indication of 
where they were. There was also a 
hay barn on the property, but it was 
removed years ago. The property 
had been substantially renovated in 
the 1960s.
	 The Moragas incurred substan-
tial legal bills during the transfer of 
California from Mexico to the United 
States and during the tumultuous 
years of the Gold Rush. By 1886, 
they lost the Adobe to a reputedly un-
scrupulous attorney. But the property 
remained in private hands and was 
been used as a residence until it was 
vacated. The building shows signs 
of neglect and some vandalism, but 
is now fenced off to prevent further 
harm until the work begins on resto-
ration.        ... continued on page A14

Fandango Fantastico!
The Friends of Joaquin Moraga Adobe are hosting their third annual Fandango to raise money for the resto-
ration of the Moraga Adobe. 
	 Fandango party celebrations were the core of the social calendar for early Mexican settlers, and the 
Moraga family was well known for those held at the Adobe in the 1840s. This year’s Fandango will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 27.  The MC for the evening will be radio personality John Hamilton, host of On the Go 
with KGO. Entertainment will feature traditional music from Los Arribeños de San Francisco, a band that 
includes a direct descendant of the Moraga family.
	 Tickets are $100 per person. Visit www.MoragaAdobe.org for more information or to buy tickets 
online. Tickets may also be purchased by sending a check payabe to “FJMA” to “Fandango Tickets” at PO 
Box 872 Orinda, CA 94563.

The once neglected Moraga Adobe will be restored.	                   Photo Sora O’Doherty

Since 2009 we have been baking the finest 
cupcakes, cookies, pies, tarts and cinnamon rolls for 

your enjoyment, while supporting our local 
community.

Now it is time for us to start a new chapter in our 
life and sell Republic of Cake.  If you are looking 
for a great opportunity to own a successful small 

business in Orinda, then Republic of Cake could be 
for you.

Ideally you will be passionate about baking, have 
previous business experience, part of the local 

community, and willing to continue our mission of 
producing high quality products and supporting the 

local community. 
The business comes with all equipment, name, over 

1,000 recipes, trademarks, website, social media, 
customer lists, and a good deal of training. 

Chih and Peter 
Please direct all serious inquires to: 
Art Lopez at LopezBizOp@aol.com

Broker / Mason McDuffie, Commercial Real Estate
925.933.2500 DRE#01180266

Please refrain from coming to the bakery and asking our employees 
questions they will be unable to answer. 

CalBRE# r00445794, CalBRE# 01181995 ©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a 
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

925.360.9588 925.708.9515 www.TheHattersleys.com

Wonderful 2008 Award Winning
Walnut Creek Building

Luxury 1447 SF condo in a hi-tech building of 
26 units with Iron Horse Trail access. 

Two spacious bedrooms and baths, fireplace,
private deck and great storage.

Quality finishes, SS Bosh appliances, in-unit
laundry, 2-car security parking.

COMING SOON  
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5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

ColdwellBankerHomes.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

Coldwell Banker Orinda

#25, 2-10-16

1265 Upper Happy
Valley, Laf

3340 Helen,
Lafayette

26 Berkeley, Orinda

1201 Bollinger
Canyon, Moraga 

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda 56 Bates, Orinda 314 La Espiral,
Orinda

25 Longbridge,
Orinda

155 Camino Pablo,
Orinda

1907 Newell, Wal-
nut Creek

21 Sandy, Orinda

13 White Oak,
Lafayette

1718 Comstock,
WC - Pending

257 Sandringham,
Moraga

LAFAYETTE $3,695,000
4/3. Prime Happy Valley location! 1 acre
flat, charming single lvl traditional style
gated estate.
The Beaubelle Group  CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,049,000
3/2. Fabulous remodel with great level
yard. Convenient location. Top Schools.

Rick & Nancy Booth  CalBRE#01388020

ORINDA $895,000
4/3. Great value. 2262 SF on .21 acre
lot with views and mature oaks. Tons of
potential!
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

MORAGA $599,000
1/1. Little cottage in the Canyon on
approx 2.5 acres. Remodeled
kitchen/bath/Anderson Windows.
Suzanne Geoffrion CalBRE# 01878803

WALNUT CREEK $1,256,000
4/4.5. Prime Rossmoor single level near
club house. Large living areas, tons of
storage.
McAtee/Wilson    CalBRE#01349169/01809247

MORAGA $1,550,000
3/2.5. Beautiful finishes, 2643 sqft, lovely
landscaping, new appliances, remodeled
master bath.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,430,000
4/2.5. Beautifully Updated! 2484 sqft,
great floorplan, large family room, formal
living/dining, .25 acre flat lot.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,765,000
4/3.5. Branagh Built 2005! 3311
sqft,beautiful detailing,spacious rms, wood
paneled office,high ceilings, .66 acres
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $3,195,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,389,000
4/2.5. Coming Soon. Entertainer's dream
home with views and a pool. Approx.
2113 square feet.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,350,000
4/3.5. 2907 approx. square feet.  One of
a kind Country Club beauty with old
world charm.
Melanie Snow    CalBRE#00878893

ORINDA $789,999
3/2. Downtown location with a view.
Approx. 1700 square feet. Close to
shops, dining and more!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,557,000
4/4.5. Majestic setting in No. Orinda on
mostly flat 0.58 acre lot. Open floor
plan. Don't miss!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

WALNUT CREEK $795,000
3/2. Pottery Barn charm is this adorable
1289 SF home in Parkmead. Close to
K-5 top schools.
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

GRAND 
OPENING 
CELEBRATION
You’re Invited to Coldwell Banker 
Orinda’s Grand Opening Celebration

Thursday, February 18, 2016
5:00 to 7:30 pm

Coldwell Banker
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117

Join us for live music and a
catered affair. 

Contact Coldwell Banker
today to RSVP.
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D
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D
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D
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D
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G
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G
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G

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600   |   2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300
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MORAGA $3,295,000
6/5 Exquisite home in Sanders Ranch, 
6426 sqft, 1+ acre lot, beautiful pool & 
grounds
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

ORINDA $1,795,000
4/4 Impeccable single level, 3181 
sqft,completely updated,gourmet kitchen, 
resort like yard.
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,495,000
4/3 Very private on over 1/2 acre. 
Wonderful yard with pebble-tech pool & 
expansive lawn.
Jim Ellis CalBRE #00587326

ORINDA $1,425,000
3/2.5 Remodeled charming wood 
shingled traditional! Plus newly 
constructed 1000 SF Great room.
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

ORINDA $2,975,000
7/4.5 Historic Country Club Estate 
designed by Walter Ratcliff. Magical 
Orinda setting.
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

ORINDA $1,395,000
4/3 2333 approx. SF, .30 Acre Hacienda 
style bungalow deep in the Ivy Drive 
neighborhood.
Melanie Snow CalBRE #00878893

MORAGA $2,595,000
5/4.5 Exciting & prestigious in Sanders 
Ranch, 4525 sqft, stunning kitchen,lovely 
garden w/pool!
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

MORAGA $1,275,000
4/2.5 Beautiful 2509sqft, fun yard, pool, 
spa,putting green, fire pit,.47 acre lot,walk 
to K-8.
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

MORAGA $2,099,990
5/3 Lovely 3730 sqft, updated kitchen & 
baths, private master, .30 acre lot w/pool 
& spa.
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,100,000
4/3 Renovation ready,Burton Valley 
rancher on private .63 acre mostly flat lot 
needs some love
Frank Woodward CalBRE #01335916

ORINDA $1,850,000
4/3 Private .95 acre lot in Orinda Country 
Club. Panoramic views, Pool, Spa, 
Cabana and more!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,695,000
4/3 Elegant spacious home in heart 
of Burton Valley.  Beautifully updated. 
Pristine!
Susan Schlicher CalBRE #01395579

LAFAYETTE $1,495,000
4/2 Large lot. Multiple spaces to play or 
enjoy the view. Extra 400 approx. sf bonus 
room.
Emily Estrada CalBRE #01942438

ORINDA $949,000
2/2 Expansive views, outstanding 
opportunity. Open concept mid-century 
gem, private 1.5 acre.
Andi Brown CalBRE #01738605

SETTING THE BAR. THEN RAISING IT.
Meet Suzanne Geoffrion:
“We had the fiduciary responsibility to sell a very special home 
that our family had lived in for many years. We both agreed 
that we wanted to find the perfect buyer—someone that 
would appreciate and preserve this unique space. Suzanne 
listened to our hopes and instilled confidence and clarity with 
her knowledge and experience, guiding us every step of the 
way. Suzanne is truly a professional who has all of the right 
connections and marketing skills.”
-Debbie and Jacquie, Lafayette, CA & Hawaii

Meet Tom Stack:
“You have sealed our fate and our gratitude to you is 
immeasurable. Thank you not only for achieving the ‘what’ but 
also the ‘how’ you did it is commendable—with transparency, 
responsibility and expertise. Your skills and hard work over the last 
month has not just changed where we live, but also how we live!”
-Regina and Doug, Lafayette, CA

SUZANNE
GEOFFRION

TOM
STACK

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Integrity       Knowledge       Results

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

CalBRE#01335916

Should you remodel before selling your home?
PROJECT  JOB RESALE COST 
TYPE COST VALUE RECOUPED

Bathroom Remodel $23,730 $24,206 102.0%
Minor Kitchen Remodel $25,455 $34,571 135.8%

Contact Frank for a full report of cost vs. value for a wide range 
of projects. I can advise you on which projects provide the 
greatest return on your investment.

Orinda students will return 
from vacation to find their 

schools brighter and more invit-
ing, thanks to major improve-
ments and maintenance work ac-
complished over the summer. 	

Construction projects run the 
gamut from the addition of ma-
jor new facilities to the replace-
ment of aging plumbing, and 
every campus in the Orinda Uni-
fied School District will sport a 

fresh new look. Most of the work 
is funded by developer fees and 
the proceeds of the sale of school 
district property to Pulte Homes. 
	 The most obvious change is 
that each school is newly painted 
in its own colors, rather than the 
institutional Navajo white that 
was standard throughout the dis-
trict. 
	 “Every school had the oppor-
tunity to select its color scheme 
rather than using a uniform 
color,” said Stuart House, direc-
tor of facilities maintenance and 
operations. For example, Orinda 
Intermediate School now sports 
the snappy blue and gray Bull-
dog colors of the school’s sports 
teams. The painting cost was 
paid from fees from so-called 
Fund 40, a legacy of the sale 
of property for Orinda Grove. 
No taxpayer dollars were spent, 
House emphasizes.
	 Major construction projects 
include the reconfiguration and 
expansion of the parking lot at 
Wagner Ranch School, which 
will improve traffic circulation. 
That change enabled expansion 

of the kindergarten playground 
in response to growth of the 
school population at that level; 
a portable classroom was added 
last year because of that growth. 
A new portable was also added 
at Glorietta School this summer 
to accommodate growth. Again, 
these improvements were made 
without taxpayer funding, be-
cause the cost of school growth 
is paid from developer fees.
	 Other projects are less obvi-
ous, but they will improve stu-
dents’ lives perceptibly. At Del 
Rey and Sleepy Hollow schools, 
new water lines have replaced 
rusty pipes that produced un-
sightly, albeit safe, brown drink-
ing water. Both schools are also 
being reroofed. The Kennel Club 
lunch facility at OIS is being ex-
panded to accommodate an in-
creased lunchtime crush.
	 There are various smaller 
projects being completed over 
the summer, many to improve 
safety and security at the schools. 
These include the addition of 
new lighting and security cam-
eras, and a new fire hydrant at 

Glorietta. Other changes are in 
the works, such as the addition 
of car charging stations at most 
schools, made feasible by the in-
stallation of new solar power fa-
cilities under a separate program.
	 Orinda’s high school stu-
dents will notice at least one big 
change, too. Two large irrigation 
pipes originally installed when 
the Miramonte campus was built 
in 1955 are being replaced, a 
project that has transformed the 
large lawn into something resem-
bling a trench warfare battlefield 
this summer. 
	 “The old pipes were shot,” 
says district facilities director 
Dave Humphrey. Replacing them 
was a big job.
	 In just weeks Miramonte 
students will return to find that 
the lawn is no longer a swamp, 
and elementary school students 
will not have to wonder whether 
they are getting coffee from the 
water fountain. This may be a 
small recompense for returning 
to books and homework, but at 
least it should ease the transition.

Summer Makeover Enhances Colors and More at Orinda Schools 
By Victor Ryerson

At Orinda Intermediate School, a fresh coat of Bulldog gray paint (left) 
contrasts with the Navajo white color formerly used on all Orinda schools.	
					         Photo by Victor Ryerson

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LIVING TRUST 
$695 
COMPLETE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAINITIAL 

CONSULTATION FREE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until September 15, 2016
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Fire Districts
Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Sept. 7, 7 p.m.
Go to website for meeting location
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Aug. 16, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit 
http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Emergency response information 
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

Fire Investigators Put the Heat on Arsonists
By Nick Marnell

Fire investigator Vic Massen-
koff confirmed a report that 

took even his fire chief aback: 
There is an intentional fire set 
at least once a day in the Con-
tra Costa County Fire Protection 
District.
	  Massenkoff explained that it 
was not uncommon to have a se-
rial arsonist at work at any given 
time in each of the nine cities of 
the Contra Costa County Fire 
Protection District. The agency 
staffs a full-time fire investiga-
tion unit of four, supervised by 
Capt. Randy Champion, whose 
department determines the origin 
and cause of fires that are sus-
pected to be criminal in nature. 
	 “The first due officers are 
responsible for the fire investi-
gation,” Massenkoff said. “But 

they’re taking care of rescue, 
board-up and they’re expected 
to look into the cause, too? It 
doesn’t work.”  
	 Investigators arrive at the fire 
scene often at the same time as 
the first-response crew. They 
walk around, gathering their 
impressions. They work outside 
in, circling, then entering the 
house, working their way to-
ward the heaviest damage. “We 
want to find the area where the 
fire started, then zero in on the 
exact point of origin. What is the 
heat source? Was it electrical? A 
candle? What was the first item 
ignited? And how did it come 
together with the source?” said 
Moraga-Orinda Fire District Bat-
talion Chief Sean Perkins, the 
district investigator.

	

“We walk into every fire a little 
jaded,” ConFire investigator 
Ryan Graham said. “We put it to-
gether in our heads, until some-
thing just doesn’t make sense.”  
	 The investigators do not 
speculate, but rely on science-
based training. “Fire burns in 
very predictable ways,” Graham 
said. “How it burns, how differ-
ent materials react to fire? That is 
a science.”
	 Graham discussed a recent 
incident at a hair salon. “The 
firefighters have a good sense of 
a deliberate fire,” he said. “(The) 
captain says, ‘You need to come 
inside. Something’s not right 
here.’” The exterior of the salon 
had burned, there was no fire in-
side the building, yet one chair 
was completely burnt. Did some-
one see the fire outside and look 
at it as an opportunity to burn the 
business down?  
	 “You’ve got to think like 
that,” Graham said. As it turned 
out, there was an outside vent 
above the chair, and burning pine 
needles shot through and landed 
on the doomed chair.
	 “When I suspect a suspicious 
fire, we work with the police 
department,” Perkins said, be-
cause no one in his district has 
the power of arrest. “In 26 years 
with MOFD, I have never had to 
pursue a case, but if I did I know 
Vic would come over and help.” 
The ConFire investigators have 
both a fire and a law enforcement 
background, which allows them 
to carry a weapon and to make 
arrests.
	 In 2015 Champion’s unit in-
vestigated 729 fires, of which 
630 were considered suspicious 
— but the department arrested 
only 12 suspects. “Arson cases 
are very difficult to prosecute 
because the evidence is often all 
circumstantial, and that can be 
difficult for juries to wrap their 
brains around,” said Devon Bell, 
deputy district attorney for Con-

tra Costa County.
	 Bell successfully prosecuted 
a high-profile case when Con-
Fire, together with the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection and the county Sher-
iff’s Office, nabbed James Wil-
son, a serial arsonist suspected 
of setting more than 60 fires, in-
cluding activity in Lafayette and 
Orinda. 
	 The capture of Wilson was a 
massive undertaking. The agen-
cies looked at small fires, and 
similar incidents began to recur. 
Officials tracked and mapped 
the pattern. Once investigators 
suspected Wilson they followed 
him, got a search warrant to put 
a tracker on his car, and set up 
cameras in the area where they 
saw his vehicle. “We found trace-
able DNA evidence on an item 
left at a fire scene, which was a 
one-in-a-million shot,” Massen-
koff said.
	 Wilson was arrested in Au-
gust 2015, and in July he pleaded 
no contest to 14 counts of arson 
and took the court’s offer of nine 
years, eight months in state pris-
on. “The evidence was so strong 
that a jury would have found him 
guilty, so I got him the best deal 
possible,” said Michael Thor-
man, Wilson’s defense lawyer.
	 “It was better than he de-
served,” Bell said. “The sheer 
number of fires set him apart. 
The amount of resources it took 
to figure it all out was enormous. 
He’s lucky no one was hurt.”
	 Fire investigators struggle 
between the need to keep their 
surveillance activities secret and 
the public’s right to know that 
an arsonist is on the loose in 
their neighborhoods. “The agen-
cies were monitoring Wilson so 
closely at the end that they were 
never going to let the fires get out 
of control,” Bell said. 
	 “But they had to make sure 
they had the right person.”

Station 16 Gets Closer to Breaking Ground
By Nick Marnell

The Contra Costa County 
Fire Protection District will 

shortly submit its design review 
application to the city of Lafay-
ette for construction of fire sta-
tion 16, moving ahead with a 
project long demanded by frus-
trated city residents. 
	 Western Lafayette has been 
without its fire station since the 
county closed station 16 in 2012, 
and the city considered detaching 
from the fire district because of 
the reduced coverage. Plans to 
build a shared station with the 
Moraga-Orinda Fire District col-
lapsed in 2015, and in May, the 
ConFire board approved the re-
construction of station 16. Later 
that month, the district conducted 

a neighborhood workshop and 
developed a station design based 
in part on the public comments.
	 Once the district submits to 
Lafayette its design review ap-
plication, which deputy chief 
Lewis Broschard said includes 
a 3-D model rendering, the city 
reviews the document for com-
pleteness and determines if the 
project complies with the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality 
Act. Because the fire station is 
being rebuilt at its exact location, 
Lafayette senior planner Michael 
Cass said there is a high possibil-
ity that the project will receive a 
CEQA exemption. 
	 The application then moves 
on to the design review commis-

sion. Generally speaking, Cass 
said the city anticipates about 
five months from application 
submission to design review ap-
proval, but he could not com-
ment specifically on the station 
16 project as he had not seen the 
application.
	 After design review, the dis-
trict submits its construction 
drawings and architectural plans 
to the city and to the Central 
Contra Costa Sanitary District 
for approval, and applies for a 
building permit from Contra 
Costa County, which, according 
to Judi Kallerman of the county 
department of conservation and 
development, may take four to 
six weeks. 

	 “The county reviews the 
project to comply with building 
codes and regulations and the 
city reviews it aesthetically and 
environmentally,” Cass said.
	 ConFire can begin station 16 
construction once the county is-
sues the building permit. In May, 
Broschard told his board that 
construction estimates ranged 
from $3.5 to $4 million, with 
work likely completed in 18 to 
24 months. The station will be 
put back into service after the 
city planning department com-
pletes its final inspection. 
	 “We will do whatever we can 
to expedite this because we un-
derstand the need for emergency 
services,” Cass said.

Firefighters Association 
Collects $10,000 for Charity
By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire-
fighters Association hit the 

streets July 28 for its annual 
Fill the Boot drive, collecting 
donations along prime inter-
sections of the two municipali-
ties. According to spokesman 

Lucas Lambert, the firefighters 
collected over $10,000 for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion. In all, Local 1230 of the 
firefighters union collected more 
than $50,000 throughout Contra 
Costa County.

From left, Chris Davies, MOFD engineer, and Jeff Keena, a firefighter-paramedic.

ConFire investigators Vic Massenkoff, left, and Ryan Graham  Photo Nick Marnell
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County Sales Tax Will Hurt Residents

Dear Editor:
A Contra Costa County sales-tax increase will bring 
harm to county residents.
	 County supervisors have placed a sales-tax hike on 
the November 2016 ballot (Lamorinda Weekly, July 
27.)  The proceeds from the proposed tax increase are 
to be used for transportation.
	 The proposed tax hike, if passed, will raise the 
county’s sales by one-half percentage point. For 
example, in Orinda, where the current sales tax is 9.0 
percent, the new sales tax would be 9.5 percent.
	 In 2012 in Orinda, the sales tax was 8.25 percent. 
This means that the tax on a $50,000 automobile in 
2012 was $4,125.
	 If the new 9.5 percent sales tax takes place in 2017, 
that $50,000 automobile will have a tax of $4,750.
	 A tax going from $4,125 to $4,750 is a 15.2 
percent increase.
	 Contra Costa County residents already pay a one-
half percentage point sales tax for BART. In addition, 
part of a homeowner’s property tax goes for BART. 
Worse, in November 2016, there will be a measure 
on the ballot for a $3.5 billion bond for BART. If the 
BART bond measure passes, property taxes will be 
increased over a 30-year period.
	 Eliminating these BART taxes — really subsidies — 
becomes essential if the countywide sales tax goes up.
	 Raising the countywide sales tax by one-half 
percentage point is an attack on low-income people 
and retired individuals living on fixed incomes. In 
2016, recipients of Social Security received no raise, 
making a higher sales tax even more burdensome.
	 The proposed countywide sales-tax increase will 
raise prices for goods. The more something costs, the 
less people buy. If people buy fewer items, workers 
(like those in car dealerships) will get lower pay or 
lose their jobs (or both). Moreover, shoppers may 
buy more merchandise online, where — for many 
purchases — there is no sales tax.
	 Economic harm, especially in the area of 
employment, will be the result if the county sales tax 
is raised.
	 In November, voters in Contra Costa County 
should soundly reject any increase in the sales tax.
Richard S. Colman
Orinda

Join Measure C Oversight Committee

Dear Editor,
Lafayette’s schools are overdue for improvements. 
Fortunately, voters wisely passed Measure C, the 
Lafayette School District bond, with a 73 percent vote. 
Now we have an opportunity to improve our schools. 
This is good news; important first steps have been 
accomplished. However, the hardest step still remains: 
how to manage the funds? Over $70 million dollars will 
be at our disposal. How should it be spent? Who can we 
count on to ensure it is spent wisely?
	 I’m a Burton Valley Elementary dad with two sons 
in the district. I care about the quality of education 
our children receive. We need this bond to work for 
everyone.
	 I’m also a capital asset manager, engineer, and 
member of Lafayette’s Capital Projects Assessments 
Committee. I know from experience that we’re going to 
have to overcome challenges to ensure the best for our 
kids.
	 The district will have to weigh projects, and prioritize 
the best ones. “X-factors” like design constraints, 
changing costs and complicated scheduling will lead to 
trade-offs and tough decisions.
	 Over the last year, I have attended many school board 
meetings. I commend the board for their efforts to pass 
Measure C.
	 Now the board has to shift to the nitty-gritty of 
execution. The first step was to hire consultants to 
manage the bond and coordinate construction. Who will 
manage these consultants?
	 The board will need to be mindful that poorly thought-
out designs, cost overruns, and blown schedules will 
lead to reduced value. We must manage our consultants 
and seek out input from students, teachers, parents, 
administrators, and the community. We’ll be paying for 
this bond for 50 years. We better make sure that we’re 
getting the best “bang for our buck.”
	 I hope that all my neighbors who have an interest in 
fighting for our students – or maximizing our tax dollars 
– will strongly consider joining the Measure C Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee. The more perspectives, the more 
expertise, the better. If you’re not ready to dive that 
deep, at least let the school board know what you think. 
	 Get out there. Make your voice heard. I know I will.
Mark Kindhouse
Lafayette

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All 
published letters will include the writer’s name and city/town of  residence -- we will only accept letters from those who 
live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification 
purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available 
basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. email:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  Regular mail: 
Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Letters to the Editor

Orinda Motors Presents

The 12th Annual Orinda
Classic Car Show Weekend

Join us as a spectator or to show your car or motorcycle!
Register online today!

Enjoy vintage and modern exotic cars and motorcycles, food,
music, and more! The show will be held in and around Orinda
Motors, 63 Orinda Way.

Cruise in a Classic!  Donate $10 and choose your ride for the Drive.

Enter Your Car and Buy Party Tickets Today at www.OrindaCarShow.com
These events benefit the Seniors Around Town transportation program, Educational Foundation of  Orinda and other local charities. We would like
to thank our partners for helping make these events happen: Orinda Association, Rotary Club of  Orinda, Orinda Historical Society Museum,
Orinda Country Club, Orinda Chamber of  Commerce, EFO, Lamorinda Arts Council and Seniors Around Town.

Friday Night Pre-Party,
September 9th, 6:00pm

“DANCING WITH THE CARS”
Saturday,
September 10th, 10am–3pm

ORINDA CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Exhibitors’ Sponsor:

Insurance

Experience stunning sunset views of Mt. Diablo, pleasant strolls through your 
producing vineyard and sharing your latest vintage wine from your expansive 
wine cellar. This exceptional home is located in a beautiful quiet setting within 
minutes of the gourmet restaurants and world class shopping of bustling 
downtown Walnut Creek. You’ll be amazed by the quality and craftsmanship 
of this custom home and the spectacular vistas from nearly every room. Visit 
www.148RudgearDr.com.  OFFERED AT $1,999,000.

Mt. Diablo Views & Vineyard

5 bedroom, 4.5 baths, 4,457 square feet on .58 of an acre

HOLLY KERSIS, REALTOR®  925.381.9503
HOLLY@DUDUM.COM���CALBRE# 01185730

148 RUDGEAR DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK

RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. – Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.

Vino is not your typical restaurant.
Our food is made only with the freshest and finest
ingredients. We do not use any commercial sauces,
hydrogenated oils or trans-fats. What we serve you

is delicious, healthy food made with passion.
A few selections:
Beet Salad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins, goat cheese, herb vinaigrette....7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta cheese, 

balsamic olive oil ......................................................................9
Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans, chimichurri sauce........18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino:  in a rich tomato-basil sauce, parmesan, garlic toast..19
Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo ......................................................19
Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens, and potato gratin..17
Veal Scallopini: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine .........................................17
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Moraga Businesses are Shuffling
It seems as though Moraga businesses are doing a 
kind of square dance.
	 Surprising many regulars, Jack in the Box abruptly 
closed at Moraga Shopping Center. On the other side 
of the street, the Moraga UPS store is moving around 
the corner from its present location to the larger space 
vacated by a flower shop long ago, the better to serve 
its burgeoning business.
	 Over in Rheem Shopping Center, Starbuck’s is 
moving to Burger King’s spot so it can offer drive-
through service. And Burger King? Well, there is a 
nice space available over in Moraga Shopping Center.
 	 For more on these unfolding developments, see the 
story on page A4.

Moraga Employee of the Month 

Amanda Schmalenbach, a customer service man-
ager for Association Communications, Inc., has been 
named the Moraga Employee of the Month for July. 
Schmalenbach helps manage the company’s various 
homeowners’ association clients and is highly regard-
ed for her superior customer service for clients. 

	 “We never have any customer complaints when she 
is involved, and she goes out of her way to make sure 
any complaints are (resolved) promptly,” says owner 
Caroline McCormick.
	 Moraga Rotary and Moraga Chamber of Commerce 
will award Schmalenbach a gift card for Safeway, 
and another for Ristorante Amoroma, at an upcoming  
luncheon at Saint Mary’s College

Chamber Music
Lafayette Chamber of  Commerce 
www.lafayettechamber.org (925) 284-7404

Mega Mixer — Beer at the Bruns.  
Lafayette, Pleasant Hill, Moraga, Orinda, Walnut 
Creek and Concord Chambers of Commerce and 
young professional groups will assemble at the Cal 
Shakes’ Bruns Amphitheater upper picnic grove from 
5 to 7 p.m. Aug. 16 for appetizers, beer and network-
ing. Limited space available. RSVP by calling (510) 
548-3422 x118 by Aug. 10.

Moraga Chamber of Commerce
www.moragachamber.org (925) 323-6524

Chamber/Community Barbecue 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 23. Sponsored by Safe-
way. RSVP kathe@moragachamber.org.
 
Entrepreneur’s Lunch
Come at noon on Wednesday, Sept. 7, to Ristorante 
Amoroma,  360 Park St. in Moraga. Digital strategist 
Robin S. Fox will share “5 Easy Ways to Leverage 
Social Media to Support Your Business” during the 
lunch hour. It’s open to members and nonmembers. 
Lunch is $10. RSVP to kathe@moragachamber.org.

Orinda Chamber of Commerce  
www.orindachamber.org  (925) 254-3909

Moraga Mom Makes Backpacks and Donates 1-for-1 to Needy
By Diane Claytor

A sign hanging in the entrance 
to Courtney Brockmeyer’s 

immaculate Concord warehouse 
reads, “She believed she could. 
And so she did.” Those eight 
words succinctly describe Brock-
meyer. 
	  Admittedly strong-willed, 
the Moraga mom started her own 
high-quality backpack company, 
Sydney Paige (named after her 
daughters) three years ago. And 
like Brockmeyer herself, Sydney 

Paige is not a typical company; 
with a tag line of “giving back 
together,” Sydney Paige imple-
ments the “buy one, give one” 
business model – and then takes 
it up a notch.
	 A Southern California native, 
Brockmeyer spent many years 
working very long hours in the 
corporate world. When, at the 
age of seven, her oldest daughter 
asked why she worked so much, 
“I cried,” Brockmeyer said. “I 

didn’t have an answer she could 
understand and I started asking 
the same question. Why was I 
working so hard? What was I 
doing? And I decided, then and 
there, that I could never be asked 
that question again and had to 
make a change.”
	 Brockmeyer clearly under-
stood herself. A workaholic, she 
said, “I knew I could not be hap-
py staying home.” So she decid-
ed to start her own business. But 
then new questions arose. “It was 
an open slate. What did I want to 
do?” 
	 While at Nestle USA, Brock-
meyer worked on growth initia-
tives. This role gave her the op-
portunity to meet lower income 
consumers in their homes, often 
shopping with them to observe 
food purchasing habits. She saw 
their struggles. When contem-
plating a new business, “There 
was one thing I knew for certain,” 
she said. “I wanted to give back 
more, help people more. I wanted 
to make a difference.” With those 
goals in mind, the memories of 
the kids she met while doing 
market research at Nestle and her 
strong belief in the importance of 
education, Brockmeyer honed in 
on the idea of making – and fill-
ing – high-quality backpacks.
	 “Kids just want to fit in,” she 
said. “They know they’re poor, 
but they don’t want to stand out 
because they don’t have a nice 
backpack or school supplies. 
Education is the most impor-
tant way to get these kids out 
of poverty.” Brockmeyer knew 
she couldn’t solve the problem 

of 16 million American children 
living in poverty. But she could 
give many children from lower 
income families the confidence 
and tools they need to succeed in 
school. 
	 With the support of her fam-
ily, Sydney Paige was born; its 
mission is “to promote the im-
portance and enrich the life of 
a child in need while empower-
ing those more fortunate to help 
break the cycle of poverty...” 
Brockmeyer thought the buy/
give model was “brilliant,” she 
said, but she wanted to raise the 
bar. “Instead of giving something 
cheaper,” she explained, “I decid-
ed to donate the exact same back-
pack as the one purchased – and 
fill it with school supplies. And 
I wanted customers to be able 
to choose where their matching 
donated backpack went, because 
it’s such a personal decision.” 
	 With plans in place, Brock-
meyer was ready to begin selling 
the personally designed, color-
ful backpacks in 2014. But then 
her husband was transferred to 
the Bay Area.  “So, along with 
our belongings, we moved hun-
dreds of boxes of inventory to 
Moraga.” Brockmeyer said. “My 
garage, along with three storage 
units, were filled with backpacks 
and school supplies.”
	 Three months ago, Brock-
meyer moved into the Concord 
warehouse, making life much 
easier. Pallets of boxes line the 
walls. With Asher, her six-month 
old Golden Retriever, by her 
side (and chewing anything in 
sight), Brockmeyer is almost a 

one-woman band. She sells, mar-
kets, designs, manages inventory, 
does the bookkeeping, packs and 
ships, and sweeps the warehouse. 
She has several helpers, including 
two other Moraga moms – Tracy 
Feldman and Tenaya Garrett, de-
scribed by Brockmeyer as “’My 
VPs of Everything’…These 
women have so much heart. I 
couldn’t do it without them.” She 
looks forward to the day when 
she is profitable enough to actu-
ally pay them a fair salary. Her 
husband, Dale, along with her 
two daughters, have also been 
known to sort, pack, move and 
ship. 
	 For Brockmeyer, whose pas-
sion and enthusiasm for what she 
does shines through, this is just 
the beginning. Her goal is to start 
a nonprofit foundation, providing 
college scholarships to lower in-
come students. 
	 “I’m super passionate about 
helping these kids,” she said. As 
a student at Pepperdine Univer-
sity, Brockmeyer was awarded a 
scholarship created by the Chan-
cellor in memory of his son. “It 
was a huge deal to me. I felt very 
grateful and honored. I want to 
do the same thing and I want it to 
be personal. Just as Dr. Runnels 
did for me all those years ago.”
	 Her girls have never again 
asked why she works so much; 
they understand that while she 
still does, it’s all for good rea-
sons.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are 
intended to inform the community about 
local business activities, not to endorse a 
particular company, product or service.

Business Bites
By Vic Ryerson

From left: Moraga chamber president Wendy Scheck, 
Association Communications owner Caroline McCor-
mick, Amanda Schmalenbach, Rotary President Kevin  
Reneau.                                                     Photo provided

If you have a business brief to share, please contact storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com.

Sydney Paige founder Courtney Brockmeyer (center) with her daughters, 
from left, 10-year-old Paige and 9-year-old Sydney.               Photos provided

Giving Dreams an Address    

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell
Your Real Estate Resource

(925) 683-2600      (925) 765-8700
Lynda@lyndasnell.com  |  Jeff@jeffsnell.com

CalBRE#00700106                    CalBRE@01333422

Search MLS, Buyer and Seller tools and Coming Soon Listings @ www.jeffsnell.com

Jeff  Snell & Lynda Snell ~ Your Real Estate Resource

156 Brodia Way, Walnut Creek

Beautiful new custom home; secluded
location      www.Brodia.com

$1,895,000

1056A Larch Avenue, Moraga

Flat yard, great location & Remoded to
perfection    www.1056Larch.com

$1,195,000

735 Augusta Drive, Moraga

Moraga Country Club with nice yard &
great location www.735Augusta.com

$1,195,000

NOW HIRING FOR CROSSING GUARDS 
Hiring in LAFAYETTE AND MORAGA

Rewarding PART TIME WORK as a school crossing guard 
protecting children as they walk to and from school. This is fun, active, 

outdoor work performed on school days only --- 
NO nights, NO weekends, NO holidays required!

BENEFITS OFFERED INCLUDE: *COMPETITIVE WAGES 
*FREE UNIFORMS *EMPLOYEE REFERRAL REWARD 

OPPORTUNITIES * DIRECT DEPOSIT*CAN MAKE $30-$40 PER 
DAY *WORK UP TO 1.5 HOURS TO 2.5 HOURS A DAY

-Training Provided-
RETIREES WELCOME!

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: Must have reliable transportation. 
Must successfully complete Criminal Background Check. Must have 

availability to work a shift before school AND a shift after school. 
For more information, please call Alan Stone

ALL CITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES (415) 844-0223

Residential Garage Doors
Sales, Installation and Service

“The properly designed garage door can ADD value and 
visual harmony to your home!”

925-935-4580 www.maddendoor.com

Lic# 611614

Serving Lamorinda since 1977!

Rachel Moran, LMFT 
Psychotherapy for Adolescents, Adults, 

Couples and Families 

Depression 
Anxiety 

Life Transitions 
Relational Conflicts 

Substance Abuse 
Eating Disorders 

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 210, Orinda 
www.rachelmoranmft.com    

rachel@rachelmoranmft.com   
(925)330-5773 
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Now Open
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Pizza Antica

Susie Cakes

Baja Fresh 
Mexican Grill

Town Center
Apartments

Walking
Trail

AT&T
Super Cuts

Bank
of the 
West

U.S. 
Bank

Floret

Patxi’s
Pizza

Lafayette

Postino

Panda 
Express

Pet
Food

Express

24

*Prices and sale effective through 8/14/16 and are subject to change. All bottles are 750ml unless otherwise noted. Limited to supplies on hand. Specific vintages may not be available at all locations. 5¢ Sale Wines: Must be a ClubBev! member and  
valid on select wines only. Price of the first bottle is BevMo!’s regular, nondiscounted price. Second bottle must be the same as the bottle purchased at full price. Vintages subject to change. Items may vary by store. Please drink responsibly.

$10 OFF when you spend 
$50 or more!

COUPON EXPIRES:
SUNDAY, 8/14/16
Online Discount Code: 114018

No duplicate or copied coupons accepted. One-time use only and must surrender coupon upon redemption. $50 spend requirement 
does not include sales tax, Washington state spirits tax (WA), CRV (CA), deposits, or shipping costs. Not valid with other offers or 
on the purchase of gift cards. Valid through Sunday 8/14/16.

BONUS
3590 Mt. Diablo Blvd 

Lafayette, CA
Corner of Mt. Diablo Blvd 

and South Thompson Road

$3999* 
Piper Heidsieck  
Brut  
Champagne

$2999* 
Frank Family 
Chardonnay 
Napa Valley

$3199* 
Rombauer 
Chardonnay 
Carneros

$1250*
EACH 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 
St Clement Vintner’s  
Sauvignon Blanc 
Napa Valley 
$24.95 Each  
When you Buy 1

$1250*
EACH 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 
Castle Rock Kristy Vineyard  
Pinot Noir 
Monterey 
$24.95 Each  
When you Buy 1

$850*
EACH 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 
Matchbook 
Chardonnay 
Dunnigan Hills  
$16.95 Each 
When you Buy 1

$7599* 
Caymus  
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Napa Valley

buy 1 bottle get the

2ND FOR 5Save on FINE wines

$2599* 
Absolut Vodka 
1.75 L

$2699* 
Tanqueray  
Gin 
1.75 L

$1199* 
Sam Adams  
Boston Lager 
12 PK

+CRV $1399* 
Bear Republic  
Racer 5 IPA 
12 PK

+CRV$1899* 
Jameson  
Irish Whiskey 
750 ml

$1199* 
Josh Cellars 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Paso Robles

$1799* 
Meiomi  
Pinot Noir 
California

$1299* 
Stella Artois  
12 PK

+CRV

Grand opening specialsGrand opening specials

LAFAYETTE
DOWNTOWN

*Prices valid at the Lafayette store only.
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District Attorney Investigating Possible Voter Fraud in County
... continued from page A1
	 Could 113 votes have made 
a difference to any race? As it 
happens, Contra Costa County 
Democratic Committee Chair 
and Lamorinda resident Jeff Ko-
ertzen won his seat by only 25 
votes, so yes, potentially those 
113 votes could have make a dif-
ference.
Complaints About Election
	 After America tuned into 
the Republican and Democratic 
conventions, it makes sense that 
elections are on many minds. 
And making elections run 
smoothly and fairly is proving 
to be a hot-button topic this elec-
tion season.
	 On July 12, the Contra Costa 
County Board of Supervisors 
heard complaints from a dozen 
citizens about how the primary 
election was conducted. The 
complaints ranged from voter 
registration reflecting wrong 
party affiliation, voters not ap-
pearing on the roll requiring the 
use of a provisional ballot, and 
insufficiently trained poll work-
ers. The speakers included resi-
dents, a poll worker and a poll 
observer. 
	 Another complaint was that 
when problems at the polls arose 
on June 7, it was difficult, if not 
impossible, to reach the elections 
office by telephone.
	 Lamorinda, with an afflu-
ent and educated population, 
always has an excellent turnout 
and probably experienced fewer 
problems with the June election 
than other areas, Canciamilla 

said. However, the election on 
June 7 did create widespread 
confusion and there have been 
claims that the some county re-
sults were skewed by corruption, 
voter suppression and fraud.
	 One of the issues was the 
large number of provisional bal-
lots, allowing for possible fraud. 
According to the secretary of 
state, a provisional ballot is a 
regular ballot that is placed in 
a special envelope prior to be-
ing put in the ballot box. Provi-
sional ballots are cast by voters 
who believe they are registered 
but whose names are not on the 
official voter registration list at 
the polling place, or  voters who 
vote by mail but did not receive 
their ballot or do not have their 
ballot with them, and instead 
want to vote at a polling place. 
Provisional ballots are counted 
after elections officials have con-
firmed that the voter is registered 
to vote in that county and did not 
already vote in that election. 
	 The reissuance of ballots may 
have led to the duplicate voting, 
according to Koertzen, who has 
concerns with some of the prac-
tices at the elections department. 
He pointed out that California 
Elections Code requires that a 
new ballot may only be issued 
when the voter submits a writ-
ten declaration, signed under 
penalty of perjury, that his or her 
ballot was never received or was 
lost or destroyed. 
	 Koertzen says that the county 
did not follow this requirement 

strictly, which may have led to 
some voters, having already vot-
ed with one ballot, showing up 
at a precinct and exchanging an 
additional mail-in ballot for one 
that could be voted at the polling 
place. Unlike mail-in or drop-off 
ballots, those ballots were not re-
quired to be in signed envelopes. 
Ballots received by elections up 
to the Saturday prior to the elec-
tion were counted.
	 According to Koertzen, elec-
tions staff told him that they had 
been instructed to say that it 
was okay to submit more than 
one ballot, because for vote-by-
mail they can track the ballots 
and make sure the person did 
not vote more than once. They 
would only count the first one 
they received. 
	 Koertzen noted that Cancia-
milla, first appointed as registrar 
in early 2012 and then elected to 
the post in 2014, has only han-
dled a couple of major elections. 
While he believes that Cancia-
milla is doing his best to make 
sure that elections are fair and 
conducted in a way that is fair to 
all participants, Koertzen thinks 
that improvements are required, 
and will be made as the registrar 
gains more experience.
	 Anne Mobley, President of 
Lamorinda Republican Women 
Federated, said that she doesn’t 
think it was a problem for Re-
publicans, who did not allow 
crossover ballots. 
Primaries Are Unique
	 Primary elections and cross-
over ballots fall into a peculiar 
class of their own. Back in 2010, 
California voters approved Prop-
osition 14, the Top Two Candi-
dates Open Primary Act. This 
was the first presidential primary 
election since then, and not ev-
eryone was aware that “top two” 
did not apply to candidates for 
president of the United States. 
	 Political parties have the 
right to determine if they will 
allow voters registered with no 
party preference (NPP) to vote 
in the primary election to select 
the party’s candidate. For the 
June 7 primary, the Democratic, 
Libertarian and the American In-
dependent Parties agreed to do 
so, while the Republican, Peace 
& Freedom, and Green Parties 
would not allow NPP voters to 
weigh in on who should be the 
candidate. 
	 The process was not simple, 
however. NPP voters did not au-
tomatically receive a presidential 
candidate ballot; if they wished 
to vote for the Democratic, Lib-
ertarian or American Indepen-
dent party’s candidate, they had 
to specifically ask for a ballot. 
This information was contained 
in the sample ballot sent out by 
the Contra Costa County Elec-
tions Division, and also as an 
insert with NPP ballots. Other 

counties chose different ways, 
such as sending out postcards, 
to alert voters to the need to re-
quest presidential ballots. Un-
fortunately, many voters didn’t 
consult the documents until late 
in the game, and some were too 
late to receive a presidential bal-
lot. 
	 In an interview, Canciamilla 
pointed out that presidential 
primary elections are not spon-
sored by the government, but 
are party elections, and the par-
ties establish the rules. The vot-
ers don’t actually vote for the 
candidates but for the delegates 
to the political conventions that 
will select the parties’ candi-
dates. He acknowledged that the 
situation with the NPP ballots 
caused more confusion than any-
thing else. A lot of people were 
shocked to discover that they did 
not receive a presidential ballot.
Provisional Ballots a Factor
	 There are many misconcep-
tions about what provisional 
ballots are, with some people 
believing that provisional ballots 
are not counted at all, to others 
believing that provisional ballots 
are counted only in the event of a 
close election. 
	 “We don’t feed them to ger-
bils,” Canciamilla said, and he 
emphasized that all ballots, in-
cluding provisional ballots, are 
counted and subject to meeting 
the requirements. Each of the 
19,008 provisional ballots from 
the June election — many more 
than normal — had to be pro-
cessed individually by hand, as 
did the 33,000 ballots dropped 
off on election day. 
	 In all, 278,127 ballots were 
counted by the Elections Divi-
sion. This is the order in which 
votes were counted: Vote by 
mail ballots received in the mail 
through Saturday, June 4; votes 
cast at polling places on elec-
tion day; everything else, which 
included ballots dropped off at 
early voting stations and vote-
by-mail ballots received after 
June 4 and up to and including 
ballots received through June 10; 
provisional ballots; then ballots 
that had to be remade by hand by 
election workers because they 
were damaged. 
	 Of the total of 19,008 pro-
visional ballots, 16,797 were 
counted. Twelve percent of pro-
visional ballots were not counted 
because the voter was ineligible, 
not registered or for some other 
reason. The fate of all the ballots 
cast in the county is recorded in 
a statistical table by the depart-
ment. Ballots are kept for 22 
months after the election.
	 The 1,408 ballots cast that 
were not counted included bal-
lots that were received too late, 
including 62 military/overseas 
ballots; ballots returned in un-
signed envelopes; ballots where 

signatures did not match the 
voter record and ballots signed 
by someone other than the voter. 
Forty people managed to send in 
their envelopes without a ballot, 
four people submitted their bal-
lots without an envelope, while 
28 envelopes contained multiple 
ballots, which is not permitted. 
Six hundred and thirty-two peo-
ple submitted two ballots, and 
three people voted in the wrong 
election. Fifty-nine voters were 
no longer eligible to vote. 
	 Further, about 7,500 ballots 
were returned as undeliverable 
by the Post Office, with 164 of 
those being for military/overseas 
voters.
Other Potential Fraud  
Issues
	 In response to claims regard-
ing the use of hackable comput-
erized election machines, Can-
ciamilla stated that Contra Costa 
does not use electronic voting 
machines, but does use machines 
to count ballots. He described 
these machines as old technolo-
gy that are so low-tech they can-
not be hacked. The machines are 
not connected to anything, and 
only have a small chip in them. 
Every machine was tested be-
fore being used in this election. 
The county used a total of seven 
counting machines, one of which 
was rented. 
	 Canciamilla also says he 
doesn’t suspect corrupt employ-
ees. “We don’t care enough, 
we’re not partisans.”
	 Canciamilla also explained 
that the voter rolls come from 
the state of California, not the 
county. He acknowledged that 
there are some errors, but that 
there is sufficient time for voters 
to contact elections and have any 
errors fixed before the election. 
There would never be a purge of 
voters right before an election, 
he added. 
	 What about claims that some 
voters did not receive a bal-
lot in the mail? Ballots are sent 
out from the printer and can be 
tracked. Missing ballots can be 
reissued, and sometimes ballots 
are reissued multiple times. 
	 As for accusations that the 
secretary of state position is 
partisan — Alex Padilla is an 
avowed supporter of Hillary 
Clinton — Canciamilla noted 
that when he was a member of 
the California Assembly (2000-
2006) he twice introduced leg-
islation to make the secretary of 
state a non-partisan office, like 
superintendent of public instruc-
tion, because he felt strongly that 
the chief election official should 
not be a partisan position. Nei-
ther bill got anywhere, he said. 
	 It’s clear the county, like so 
many candidates who will ap-
pear on the ballots, has a lot of 
work to do before the November 
general election.

Lic #079200358

LEARN. CONNECT. 
STAY SHARP.

Retirement Living  •  Assisted Living  •  Memory Care

Retirement is no time to slow down.  
That’s why Merrill Gardens at Lafayette  
offers an Active Living lifestyle. Everyday, you  
can find ways to keep your whole self happy.

(925) 230-0957 
1010 Second Street 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
merrillgardens.com

SPACIOUS 
 STUDIOS!
with Full Kitchens and 

Washers & Dryers!

Call today to schedule your personal visit and ask about our spacious studios.

080216b_Lafayette_LaMorinda_Weekly_Studios_A.indd   1 8/2/16   10:18 AM

Available now in Rossmoor!

VILLA ROBLES CONDO
This stylishly beautiful 2 bed/2 bath condo on Stanley Dollar 

with a lovely open deck overlooking trees and Mt. Diablo awaits 
you, featuring new carpet and paint, smooth ceilings, separate 
laundry room, fireplace, formal dining area, updated kitchen 
and baths and two parking spaces, with interior access to the 

garage with loft storage space PLUS a carport.

NEW PRICE $649,000

Maria Napoli Eberle
(925) 478-7190 
maria@mariaeberle.com
www.mariaeberle.com

CalBRE# 01798906
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GREAT NEW PRICE IN GLORIETTA | $1,295,000

Billy Perlstein
Realtor®

925.383.1477
Billy@BillyPerlstein.com
www.Billy Perlstein.com

License #: 01338143

14 Hall Drive, Orinda
Single story 5BR/3.5BA home in the highly desirable Glorietta neighborhood in the heart of Orinda. In a spacious 

2879± sq. ft. with family room and formal dining room. There is a large second master suite that can be used as a 

media room, au pair or in-law with full bathroom and separate entrance. A sprawling and peaceful .89± acres with 

wrap around decks and an expansive backyard. Close to downtown Orinda and 12 years of top rated schools.

Offered at $1,295,000 | OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

Contact Billy for additional information or a FREE Market Analysis of your home.

51 Moraga Way, Suite 1, Orinda, CA 94563

Food Truck Extravaganza Gears up for More in Moraga
The inaugural Food 

Truck event at Haci-
enda de Las Flores revved 
up Moragans appetites for 
fun. 
	 Looking like a town-
wide picnic, the July 15 
affair brought out scores 
residents of all ages to 
the Hacienda’s parklike 
grounds to partake in food 
from Streatery Peasant 
Food, among others.
	 Two more Food Truck 
events will be held at the 
Hacienda this summer, 
one on Friday, Aug. 12 
and the final one on Fri-
day, Sept. 9.  — P. Spear
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Are Local Roads Ready for School to Start?
... continued from page A1
the actual construction. Many roads 
in Orinda, Lafayette and Moraga 
have been getting a summer make-
over. But the school bell waits for 
no one. 
Orinda
	 “We are not concerned at all. 
It will be paved by Aug. 23,” said 
city of Orinda engineer Daniel 
Chavarria, regarding the Ivy Drive 
reconstruction between Orinda In-
termediate School and Miramonte 
High School. The paving will be 
completed, but the road may not be 
striped until 30 days later.  
	 “It is too expensive to bring 
in the striper to mark one small 
street,” he said. Though part of Ivy 
Drive lies in Moraga, Edric Kwan, 
Moraga public works director, said 
that Orinda is managing the proj-
ect, and the town pays the city for 
its portion of the repairs.
	 Chavarria did warn that Ra-
mona Drive, off of Ivy, may not be 
completed because of a work delay 
on a PG&E gas line. Tamar Sarkis-
sian, PG&E spokeswoman, did not 
respond to questions about Lamor-
inda construction projects.
	 “Ten of our buses go to Orinda 
Intermediate School,” said Juliet 
Hansen, manager of the Lamor-
inda School Bus Program. “It’s 
a concern.” Also, a few bus stops 

may need to move, or equipment be 
rerouted, near Sleepy Hollow Ele-
mentary School while work contin-
ues at Charles Hill Circle and along 
Singingwood Lane. 
Lafayette
	 The roundabout project at the 
Pleasant Hill Road-Olympic Bou-
levard intersection will impact 
three bus routes, according to Han-
sen. 
	 “But the buses will still be able 
to run their routes,” said Lafayette 
city engineer Tony Coe. “Intersec-
tion closures will be only on week-
ends, causing a detour.”  The city 
required that its contractor forbid 
weekday lane closures before 8:30 
a.m., but Coe said there may be de-
lays in the afternoons.
	 The East Bay Municipal Utility 
District forced no such requirement 
on its contractor working on the 
Mt. Diablo Boulevard pipe instal-
lation west of Pleasant Hill Road, 
but district spokeswoman Char-
lotte Sullivan promised drivers that 
more flaggers will be added once 
school begins. Lane switching will 
likely be required into October, as 
the eastbound lane is open now, but 
will change.
Moraga
	 Kwan warned that a paving 
project over a portion of Corliss 

Drive in Moraga will disrupt the 
area near Los Perales Elementary 
School. The town is working out 
contract details with two utilities 
before it can complete the job. 
	 School traffic will not be further 
impeded by the sinkhole, Kwan 
said, and though Rheem Boulevard 
will be closed until mid-October, 
the road will be opened for emer-
gency vehicles when necessary. 
Hansen said that new bus route 5, 
from Burton Valley to Campolindo 
High School, will begin this year, 

snaking through Fernwood and 
Draeger Drives and avoiding all 
but a tiny section of Rheem Boule-
vard. 
	 The solar panel installations at 
each of the Lamorinda high schools 
will continue well into the fall, ac-
cording to Jeff Arnold, a consultant 
to the Acalanes Union High School 
District. But, except for maybe 
a couple of exceptions near cor-
ners or poles, spaces in the school 
parking lots will not be eliminated. 
“None of this work will have any 

effect on students or parents ac-
cessing the schools,” Arnold said.
	 Chavarria noted that, in addi-
tion to frayed nerves during their 
construction, newly paved roads 
such as Ivy Drive elicit another 
emotional response: Drivers tend 
to speed up on the smooth surface. 
	 “Be careful out there,” he 
urged, undoubtedly speaking for 
all Lamorinda officials as the im-
proved roads and other infrastruc-
ture repairs welcome drivers to a 
new school year.

The road, sidewalk and parking lot at Miramonte High School are still under construction.        Photo Andy Scheck

Its mission statement is to recognize art-
ists as important cultural resources and 
to install artwork throughout the town to 
create vibrancy to broaden public aware-
ness and encourage dialogue about public 
art. This definition is very close to the one 
crafted by Orinda Arts in Public Places. 
This more senior program is mirrored in 
Moraga, and Orindans are helping get the 
Moraga program off the ground.
	 At the July 12 meeting the commis-
sioners looked at different pieces. 
	 Town council member and com-
mittee chair Teresa Onoda had done 
the research and talked to the artists. 
She indicated when the sculptures 
would be available to be installed in 
October.  
	 The idea would be to have a num-
ber mounted all at once to create a real 
buzz in town. The commissioners all 
agreed that the benches by Colin Selig 
would be very appropriate in the area 
surrounding the library. “He makes 
them with recycled propane tank,” 

said Onoda, adding that they were at-
tractive and functional for anyone of 
any age.
	 All liked the idea that the tall 
piece “The Drain” would be perfect 
in the bioswale in front of the com-
munity meeting room. They agreed 
that David Mudgett’s “Radar Man” 
would be an attractive piece for chil-
dren at the library. Onoda presented 
the two horse heads by Amy Evans  
McClure, saying they would be very 
intriguing for children. The commis-
sioners agreed that ultimate placement 
should be done when pieces are on 
hand, and that it should fit the loca-
tions.
	 Onoda was the champion of this 
new public art activity in Moraga.  An 
artist herself — she is a recognized 
plein air painter — she has invested a 
lot of energy in this program, meeting 
artists and Orinda residents such as 
Ted Urban to get the program going.
	 The other members of the commit-

tee are Karl Davis, a builder and repre-
sentative of the Design Review Board; 
Parks and Recreation Commission 
chair Jeannette Fritzky; Tia Kratter, a 
former Pixar art director, and teacher 
in Pixar university; Jamie Patterson, a 
stage artist who used to work with the 
California Musical Theater; photogra-
pher and teacher Grant Rusk; and Tina 
Saladino from the Parks and Recre-
ation Foundation.  
	 The town council gave the com-
mittee a yearly budget of $5,000, 
which should cover marketing and 
installation cost. The artists enter in a 
loan agreement with the town for one 
or two years. Commissioners will dis-
cuss fundraising and appealing to lo-
cal foundations to be able to purchase 
art when the people will want to keep 
specific pieces. 
	 Come 2017, the committee will 
meet quarterly and continue to look 
for new pieces to be added at different 
places in Moraga.

Moraga

Public Art in Moraga	 ... continued from page A4

Moraga Adobe   ... continued from page A6
	 The plans, which were finally 
approved late last year — having 
survived an appeal from neigh-
bors concerned about traffic issues 
— call for the Adobe to be open 
to the public as a museum, where 
people, especially school children, 

can come to learn more about the 
history of the building and the sur-
rounding area. Public access will 
be limited to 30 days per year and 
additional days for maintenance of 
the building. 

Old Adobe Inspires Young Entrepreneur
By Sora O’Doherty

	 Isabela Chow’s light brown 
eyes light up when she speaks 
about the Moraga Adobe.  She 
was in the third grade at Del Rey 
Elementary School when she 
learned from her teacher about 
the historic building. On a field 
trip, Isabela’s class hiked to the 
Adobe, which sits on the hill 
overlooking the school, and Isa-
bela was enthralled by the history 
of the people who had built the 
Adobe.  
	 So inspired was Isabela 
that she raised money and do-
nated $360 to the Friends of the 
Moraga Adobe last year at their 
fundraising Fandango Fantastico. 
This year, Isabela, who is now 
going into the fifth grade, will be 
donating again at the Fandango 
on Aug. 27.  
	 Isabela has found a number of ways to raise money for the 
Adobe: she sells eggs from her four chickens on Nextdoor.com.  
Buyers pay what they choose, which is usually around $5 per dozen.  
She makes jewelry too, and sells it with her friends, sometimes at the 
Farmers Market.  She makes beaded earrings, keychains and friend-
ship bracelets.  She looks after Kit Kit, a neighbor’s cat, and adds her 
pay to her contribution.  
	 Isabela also contributes from her allowance.  Her mother, Ana, 
matches Isabela’s contributions dollar for dollar. Her mother will 
accompany Isabela to the Fandango, and she hopes that some friends 
will join her as well. Last year Isabela loved the Spanish dancers with 
their beautiful costumes.

Isabela Chow    Photo S. O’Doherty

David Mudgett’s “The Drain”		  Photo provided
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Growing up Swimmingly in Lamorinda
... continued from page A1

	 This year is especially sig-
nificant: the nine-member Orinda 
Moraga Pool Association meet 
coincided with the opening of the 
2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro, and while few recreational 
swimmers make it to that national 
stage, Katie Ledecky and Michael 
Phelps are sure to be inspirations. 
	 Ryan Sitar became a “Mini 
Marlin” when he began swim-
ming recreationally at Moraga Val-
ley Pool at the age of five; he will 
soon enter his sophomore year in 
college. “I am back this (summer) 
as a coach just because swimming 
has always been such a big part of 
my life that it is a little difficult and 
saddening to move on,” he admits. 
	 Sitar estimates he spent 20 or 
more hours on the pool deck each 
week during high school. “During 
swim season I pretty much lived 
and breathed swimming,” he said. 
His typical rec swimming day was 
morning practice starting at 8 a.m.; 
coaching from 10 to 1 p.m. and af-
ternoon swim lessons or life guard 
duty later in the day. 
	 Sitar says the most memorable 
swim event came not from his 
teammates but from the swim club 
dads and their cannonball contest. 
“Most dads have a couple special 
dives up their sleeves,” Sitar said. 
“I’ve seen cannon balls and can 
openers that have sprayed the en-
tire pool deck in addition to painful 
belly flops, two-point-five revolu-
tion flips and soaring flying squirrel 
dives (a head first dive holding both 
ankles),” he said. 
	 Julie Oliver is a second-gen-
eration Lamorinda swimmer now 
working with gen three — her chil-
dren. Oliver’s parents were active 
at Moraga Ranch pool. Her mother 
was swim team president, her fa-
ther served on the renovation com-
mittee that expanded the Moraga 
Ranch pool from 17 yards to 25 
yards. Oliver’s family now swims 
at Moraga Valley Pool; she is com-
pleting her tenure as swim team 
president. 
	 “My parents inspired me to 
continually give back and make 
the (recreational swim) experience 
the best for all members,” she said. 
From the age of eight, Oliver and 
her older brother Erik, whom she 
calls a much more accomplished 
swimmer, rode their bikes downhill 
to swim practice every day, putting 
off going home “for as long as pos-
sible to avoid that giant hill on the 
way back.” 
	 Oliver’s current mid-summer 
swim schedule is little changed – 
she’s still in the pool before break-
fast, but she now also oversees her 

children’s breakfast and sends them 
off to practice. 
	 Sitar and Oliver both credit 
team swimming with playing a part 
in their personal development. Si-
tar says he learned perseverance 
and leadership, Oliver emphasizes 
teamwork and commitment. Oli-
ver says the team sizes have grown 
enormous since her time as a rec 
swimmer in the mid-1970s, and 
current technology has facilitated 
the logistics of record keeping and 
award distribution. “The level of 
coaching is really off the charts 
now,” she added.  
	 Swimming and Lamorinda are 
so enmeshed “because of the sheer 
number of pools here, and the long 
history of participation in swim-
ming and water polo,” says Jack 
Kelly, communications director 
for Orinda Park Pool. OPP is one 
of Lamorinda’s oldest pools; it was 
established by the de Lavega fam-
ily in 1921. Many of OPP’s deeply 
committed volunteers themselves 
swam at OPP as children includ-
ing current head coach Brad Allen, 
who still holds some pool records. 
	 “For most of the kids it’s much 
more than just a swim team, it’s a 
community,” Kelly says. He cites 
the OPP participation in the Orinda 
Fourth of July parade and the very 
friendly car decorating competition 
which precedes the OMPA meet.  
The pool’s end-of-season awards 
ceremony for graduating high 
school seniors “is absolutely heart-
breaking (to watch),” Kelly says. 
And no, you’re not imagining it – 
there really is an end-of-summer 
exodus which begins immediately 
after the OMPA conference meet 
ends.
	  “I’ve known families who 
brought their bags to OMPA and 
left for their vacations the moment 
they were done swimming,” Kelly 
said. 
	 Lamorinda area recreational 
swimming is something to expe-
rience, says Rancho Colorados 
Swim and Tennis Club president 
Sean McLellan. He calls it a com-
munity sport with deep involve-
ment and truly friendly rivalries. 
	 McLellan is relatively new to 
the recreational swim culture in 
Lamorinda, having moved his fam-
ily to the Bay Area from Canada 
six years ago. He says his children 
were not asked whether they would 
join rec swimming, but what pool 
they would join. Even at the rec-
reational level, McLellan says the 
sport is “super fun, super exciting, 
and fabulous to watch.
	 “The kids get into it; they take 
it seriously,” he says, even at the 

six-and-under level. He says the 
swimmers support both friends and 
siblings during meets while learn-
ing how to set goals and manage 
time — both important life lessons. 
	 McLellan says although there 

are “last chance” qualification 
meets very few get the opportunity 
to swim at the County meet, so the 
Lafayette Swim Conference meet 
signals the winding down of the 

season. McLellan’s family enjoys 
the camaraderie and healthy fun of 
rec swimming within the Lafayette 
Swim Conference. 
	 “There’s no downside,” he said.

Lamorinda Recreational Pools 
Lafayette Swim Conference	 	
www.lafayetteswim.org/	
1.	 Lafayette Moraga Youth Association (Dolfins)
2.	 Oakwood Athletic (Makos) mackerel shark 
3.	 Rancho Colorados (Wahoo) aka ono (sports fish) 
4.	 Springbrook (Hogs) 
5.	 Sun Valley (Rays)
6.	 Pleasant Hill Aquatics 

Orinda Moraga Pool Association	
www.ompaswim.com
1.	 Moraga Valley Pool (Marlins) 
2.	 Orinda Country Club (Sharks) 
3.	 Meadow Swim  (Dolphins) 
4.	 Moraga Country Club (Waves) 
5.	 Sleepy Hollow (Legends)
6.	 Orinda Park Pool (Stingrays) 
7.	 Moraga Ranch (Piranha) 
8.	 Miramonte (Gators) 
9.	 Campolindo Cabana (Marlins) 

The Contra Costa County Championship meet is Aug 13-
14 at Acalanes High School.

Longtime swimmers, from left, Sleepy Hollow’s Ellie Reed Abby McFessel and Jesse Wilson, and Moraga Country 
Club’s Haley Charlesworth, compete at their last OMPA meet. The four started rec swimming when they were 4 
and 5 years old.  								                    Photos Gint Federas

Complete Sewer Special ist
38 Years of Experience 

Video Inspections & Locating
Sewers Unclogged

Locally Owned & Operated
Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

No Landscape Damage

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

925.932.4023
www.GoTrenchless.com

 DAVID PIERCE PRESENTS  
 

3533 SPRINGHILL ROAD | LAFAYETTE 
 

Sprawling 16-acre estate offers tranquility/dreamscapes/privacy, yet is just minutes from 
every imaginable convenience +top-ranked schools.  Build your home then live, work & 
play here. Construct a Par-3, maintain horses, cul�vate vineyards & orchards.  Borders   

Briones Regional Park.  Vistas of rolling hills/canyons/ridges/meadows  
Las Trampas & Mt. Diablo. 

 
www.3533SpringhillRoad.com             Offered at $825,000 

 

DAVID PIERCE | BROKER-REALTOR 
925 . 639 . 0414   

   David.Pierce@SothebysRealty.com      
www.davidpierce.net 

 

For Lamorinda Weekly 
CMYK:  73, 71, 32, 86 
Size:  H is 6 inches | w is 5.875 
7-25-16 

Each office is independently owned & operated. 
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME TWO STELLAR AGENTS
TO THE DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP:

AMY BRIGHT
REALTOR®

925.595.1688
abrightrealty@gmail.com 
CALBRE #01966492

RON MELVIN
REALTOR®

925.708.1178
Ron@ronmelvin.com
CALBRE #01927543

Amy and Ron are joining us with proven 
track records of excellence in service as 
well as sales. We are excited to partner 
with them in their future success!

375 DEERFIELD DRIVE, MORAGA $1,290,000

SO
LD

REP
RES

EN
TE

D BUYE
R

BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617

TERESA ZOCCHI 925.360.8662

209 EL PUEBLO PLACE, CLAYTON $840,000

PE
NDING

4146 LOS ARABIS DRIVE, LAFAYETTE  $2,595,000

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

PE
NDING

1036 BROWN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE      $798,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES  925.383.5384  /  925.451.3105

PE
NDING

754 GLENSIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,099,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

BUR
TO

N
VA

LL
EY

80 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA CALL AGENT

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

CO
MING

SO
ON

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

PATRICIA AMES

925.330.5849

BEN MILLER

925.558.5744

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

Lafayette

Large Lennar Project	 ... continued from page A2

	 Since the Lennar project was 
officially proposed over two 
years ago, after a number of in-
formal study sessions, the de-
sign has changed significantly. 
Although the development was 
given a green light in March, the 
Planning Commission had linger-
ing concerns, so it set forth condi-
tions of approval.
	 Responding at a recent design 
review commission meeting, archi-
tect Chek Tang of Studio T-Square 
explained the changes made to ar-

chitectural plans to address those 
concerns, and after some discus-
sion, this particular condition of ap-
proval, Phase I Design Plans, was 
satisfied.
	 The developer still needs to 
complete much more detailed plans 
to satisfy Phase II Design Plans, 
which will include building materi-
als and colors, windows and doors, 
balcony design, chimney design, 
outdoor furniture and more. Those 
items are slated to be reviewed over 
four more design review meetings.  

	 For example, one of the Plan-
ning Commission’s requests is to 
maintain a transitional feel between 
the downtown core and west end 
districts, while avoiding uniformi-
ty. 
	 The current design response 
from the architect is a “coherent 
timeless application maintains the 
integrity of high-quality design,” 
transcending time and style.  Archi-
tecturally, the west and east build-
ing should be related in proportion, 
elements and materials, yet clearly 
distinguished in their overall ap-
pearance.  
	 For non-design professionals 
who may be unfamiliar with some 
of the architectural lingo, it’s worth 
checking out the project plans on 
the city website that illustrate pre-
vious and current designs. Visit 
www.lovelafayette.com, click on 
public meetings, and click on the 
July 25 Design Review Commis-
sion meeting.	

Moraga

Commons Upgrades	 ... continued from page A5
	 Commissioners remarked that 
the back of the park, a.k.a. the back 
40, is mostly unused if not for two 
holes of the Frisbee golf course. 
Commission chair Jeanette Fritzky 
noted that when she recently visited 
the park, over 10 people were play-
ing the Frisbee course and about 

the same amount of youth were on 
their phone playing Pokémon Go. 
She noted that this may be a fad, 
but it was nonetheless a new use of 
the park. 
	 Ingram added to the list of proj-
ects the recent council’s request 
to look into placing the all-access 

playground that the Rotary Club 
has pledged to give the town at 
the Commons. RHAA will also be 
looking into that. 
	 Public outreach meetings will 
be announced in the coming weeks 
to get the largest community input 
on the topic.

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Consistently Representing Buyers and 
Sellers in Successful Transactions
Buy  •  Sell  •  Live  •  Lamorinda

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    

Cabinet Modifications & Repairs
Building cabinetry for over 25 years:
	 • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
	 • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
	 • Cabinet water damage and repairs

925.827.1093 www.TheCabinetMd.com
Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

Proposed Design Response: 
 
The green space is experienced 
continuously and the western building 
frontage  provides a nice transition to 
the west end of town 

Design comment 
from Planning Commission :  
 
1. Maintain the Transitional feel 

between downtown core and west 
end districts 

2. Design western buildings to 
recede into the background 

3. Emphasize the continuous 
landscape, and activate ground-
floor 

4. Clarify / simplify commercial 
frontage 

 

CURRENT DESIGN 

 PREVIOUS DESIGN 



    Wednesday, August 10, 2016                www.lamorindaweekly.com           925-377-0977             LAMORINDA WEEKLY            Page:    B1

Opening Night Short Film: 

Opening Night Feature Film:

Miles
USA 2016 - Comedy/Drama - 90 min
Director: Nathan Adloff

Opening Night
Thursday September 8,
6:00PM Rheem Theatre
6:00PM Opening Night Mixer
includes CAIFF’s Official Wine -
Zemrak-Pirkle, meat and cheese
platters from Cine Cuvée and sushi
from Sushi Fighter.   Tickets $25

The Story of Percival Pilts

Australia
2015
Animation
8 min
Director: 
John Lewis

Festival Schedule:
Orinda Theatre – Friday September 9
12:30 PM – Shorts Program A – Make Us Laugh
2:00 PM – 2016 CAIFF Composer Contest
4:00 PM – Short and Feature film
6:30 PM – Short and Feature film
8:30 PM – Short and Feature Film
Rheem Theatre – Saturday September 10
10:00 AM – Iron Filmmaker Contest
11:30 AM – Documentary 
1:30 PM – Shorts Program B – Crimes and Misdemeanors
3:00 PM – Children’s Program
5:30 PM – Short and Feature Film
8:00 PM – Short and Feature Film
Castro Theatre – Saturday September 10 
1:00 PM – Short and Feature Film
3:30 PM – Short and Feature Film
6:30 PM - Short and Feature Film
9:00 PM – Feature Film
Orinda Theatre - Sunday September 11
12:00 PM – Shorts Program C – Love and Friendship
1:45 PM – Short and Feature Film
4:00 PM – Short and Feature Film
6:15 PM – Feature Film
8:30 PM – Documentary
Rheem Theatre – Monday September 12
6:30 PM – Bay Area Documentary Program
7:15 PM – The World We Live In Documentary Program 
Rheem Theatre – Tuesday September 13
6:30 PM – Sapporo Short Fest Showcase
7:30 PM – CAIFF 2016 Audience Award Winner
Rheem Theatre – Wednesday September 14
6:30 PM – 2016 Slate Award Short Film Winner’s
7:30 PM – 2016 Slate Award Best Feature Film Winner

Pickup a free guide at the Rheem or Orinda Theatre or at local stores

Lafayette Resident Helps 
Remove Offensive Tattoos 
By Sophie Braccini

Lafayette resident Mark Drev-
no is fighting tattoos.

	 What he is advocating pas-
sionately is not the removal of the 
cute butterfly on your shoulder or 
even the dragon on your forearm; 
what he wants is to solve a seri-
ous social problem: the removal 
of antisocial or gang tattoos that 
are highly visible and hinder ex-
convicts’ ability to turn around 
their lives.
	 Drevno created the nonprofit 
Jails to Jobs and he has been going 
to prisons for years giving tools to 
inmates to get a job when they get 
out (see www.lamorindaweekly.
com/archive/issue0906/Jails-to-
Jobs-Lafayette-resident-helps-
former-inmates-find-jobs.html). 
	 He noticed in prison the tat-
toos that the detainees were dis-
playing sometimes on their faces 
and hands. He talks about the tear-
drops that can mean that you have 
killed someone, the cobweb or the 
clock with no hands that symbol-
izes a very long term, the letters 
EWMN on someone’s knuckles 
meaning Evil, Wicked, Mean, 
Nasty, and all the variations of the 
different gangs’ marking, includ-
ing the very crude three black dots 
typically found on the hand or 
around the eye and that represents 
a predilection for gang lifestyle.

	 Drevno and his teams decided 
to write a book on how to start a 
program for community based 
organizations to help facilitate tat-
too removal. It is a free book, self-
funded by Jail-to-Jobs volunteers. 
	 “There are 225 free or low 
cost programs in 40 states,” says 
Drevno pointing to the Jail to 
Jobs’ website where all the servic-
es are listed. Of these 225 places, 
over 100 are in California, which 
means that some states have just 
one or two. For all the locations 
that are not served or underserved, 
Drevno decided to write the book. 
	 Drevno cites the Los Ange-
les County Sheriff’s Department 
study that says that prisoners who 
get their tattoos removed have 
a lower rate of reoffending than 
other prisoners. He adds that gang 
tattoos can cause grave harm from 
other gangs or even their own 
when you want to leave it. Some 
tattoos are applied in prison and 
some inmates make money that 
way. 
	 Knowing that this will create 
a problem later in life, one could 
wonder why prisoners would go 
an extra mile to label themselves 
and look intimidating. Drevno 
cites Rev. Gregory Boyle, founder 
of Homeboy Industries, who says 
that prisoners suffer from either 

trauma, despair, mental illness or 
all of the above. 
	 “People are looking for con-
nection and ultimately love,” says 
Drevno, “and they try to find that 
connection through their gangs.” 
But when they come out, they 
want to remove their tattoos. 
	 Homeboy Industries in L.A. 
provides services to formerly 
gang-involved and previously in-
carcerated men and women; it is 
the largest gang intervention in 
the world. It has four laser tattoo 
removal devices and 34 volunteer 
doctors. “Last year they removed 
43,000 tattoos,” says Drevno.
	 Testimonies from former in-
mates found in Drevno’s book 
show people who were finally 
able to cut the ties with their old 
lifestyle and start anew.
	 One of the main issues former 
inmates face is that it is expensive 
to remove tattoos and that there 
are areas in the nation that have 
little or no low-cost tattoo remov-
al services for the former incarcer-
ated population. 
	 “The rule of thumb is that you 
take what it cost you to have the 
tattoo made and you add a zero, 
and that will be your cost to re-
move it,” explains Drevno. And it 
is a long process of two to 15 and 
more sessions with six to eight 
weeks between sessions.
	 “We interviewed existing suc-
cessful programs for their best 
practices and developed case 
studies from these interviews,” he 
says. The book is not for medical 
professionals, but for communi-
ty-based organizations, showing 
them who to contact, how to get 
organized. “It makes it very sim-
ple,” he says.
	 Drevno and his team have 
also started creating a database of 
dermatologists in the states where 
there is no program and will email 
them the press release about the 
book asking them if they would 
volunteer. “Once we have identi-
fied those service providers, we 
will contact the organizations in 
their community that will sponsor 
the program (and will receive the 
book),” says Drevno. Jails to Jobs 
totals four volunteers and could 
use more.
	 Drevno says that tattoo remov-
al is not only good to find a job, 
“It also helps to cleanse the soul,” 
he says, referring to people who 
testified that removing the gang or 
prison tattoos was like a baptism. 
	 “And it saves taxpayer money 
as it cuts down on the recidivism,” 
he adds.
	 To support Jails to Jobs go to 
www.jailstojobs.org.

Lafayette’s Mark Drevno presents his book on tattoo removal.
Photo Sophie Braccini

HELD AT THE MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB
• No need to be Chamber or MCC member
• All are Welcome!
• Golf: $175 per player. Sign up as a Single Player or Team

includes Dinner, Refreshments & Prizes.
• Check-In: 10:30-11:45am, Shotgun Start 12pm
• Tennis: $25 per player. Women’s, Men’s and Mixed Doubles, 

matches based on STA rating and/or individual skill level. 
• 11:00 am (time may chnage)
• All levels of play are Welcome.

Not a Golfer or Tennis Player? Come to the dinner & auction only.

Registration at www.moragachamber.com 
or contact: Kathe Nelson: 925.323.6524 or 

kathe@moragachamber.org

5th Annual

Monday, September 19
Registration Deadline 9/16

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Antiquities of California Auction Starts at 3pm
(2nd floor Clubhouse)

Authentic, autographed framed and unframed items, one of a kind
collectibles, Guarantee Certificate of Authenticity

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting

new
patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda

(925) 254-3725
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Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga •  (925) 377-9997 or 9998   Cell: 925-708-3448
Mon – Sat: 10 - 7 Sun: 10 - 6

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $45
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $30

Full Set or Shellac Gels $25

Anniversary14 Years in Business

FREE Hot Wax or Designs or Buffer Shinny
For any combination Nails & Feet service

$5 Coupon for Full Set, Shellac or Mani + Pedi
(Please Bring Coupon When You Visit Our Shop)

THANK YOU
LAMORINDA
CUSTOMERS

Expires  8/15/16

Author Explores ‘The Sacred Art of  Eating’
By Sophie Braccini

Perched in the less-travelled hills 
of Lafayette, Lisa Ota’s house 

is a haven of peace and serenity. 
There, the local author and teacher 
has been able to combine her pas-
sion for food with her inner spiri-
tual search. 
	 It is there that she grows food 
in the most innovative ways, thinks 
and writes, and entertains thoughts 
on how to spread her words of wis-
dom and her vision of what healthy 
lives should be. She recently pub-
lished “The Sacred Art of Eating,” 
a simple and meaningful guide to a 
better way, in every sense, to sus-
tain healthy lives.
	 Ota’s book is not a recipe book; 
it is a guided reflection to support 
people’s desire to improve their 
relationship with food in a more 
environmentally conscious way. It 
consolidates years of experience, 
intellectual pursuit and heritage.
	 From her childhood, Ota has 
been connected with the natural 
world and its forces. Her maternal 
grandfather was part of the Chero-
kee people and had a farm in the 
Ozarks. It was in her parents’ cabin 
that Ota’s mother taught her to pay 
attention to the little things, such 
as flowers and animals, and value 
their place on earth. 
	 “From an early age I was con-

nected with nature and wanted to 
protect it,” Ota says. She believes 
that people’s unhealthy relation-
ship with food hurts their health as 
well as the planet. Her book carves 
a path toward a multidimensional 
reformation of the way people con-
sume food to renew their bodies.
	 In college, she studied to be-
come a nutritionist. Coupled with 
her desire to protect the earth, her 
studies led her toward consuming a 
more and more plant-based diet. 
	 “The number one thing that can 
turn the tide (of global warming) is 
moving away from eating meat,” 
she says. She explains that the rais-
ing of cattle for meat and dairy pro-
duces more greenhouse gas than 
any other source. She refers that 

statistic to the documentary “Cow-
spiracy: The Sustainability Secret.”
	 “This puts the power in our 
hands, this is not beyond us,” she 
says. Her book makes the case that 
eating a diet primarily based on 
plant food is good for the body, the 
soul and the planet, and it can save 
money, too.
	 Honoring her heritage, Ota has 
also studied shamanism, a spiritual 
healing practice. She began to ex-
perience how everything is con-
nected. She explains that people  
are constantly undergoing transfor-
mation and that based upon what 
we eat we can experience greater 
levels of vitality. For instance, cells 
in the body regenerate at different 
speeds — the liver every 150 to 
500 days and the bones every 10 
years, she says.
	 Guiding the reader through a 
series of topics — food for thoughts 
— she carves the concept of being 
imperfectly vegan, someone who 
will eat a mostly plant based diet, 
but with flexibility.
	 “Being imperfectly vegan is 
a spiritual path toward increased 
consciousness and unity of body, 
mind and spirit,” she says. She 
explains that it gives choices to 
people who still will want to have 
turkey on Thanksgiving. She adds 
that if people cut back 10 percent 
of their meat consumption it would 
make a difference. Her book is full 
of advice on how to balance such 
a diet and where and what to buy. 
She even recommends how to grow 
your own vegetables. In her home 
she has installed Tower gardens 
that are set up to save on water, 
use no fertilizer or pesticides and is 
cost efficient.
	 Ota conducts seminars, work-
shops and webinars. Information 
can be found on her website at 
www.sacredexploration.com.

Lisa Ota calls herself “Imperfectly vegan.”	 Image provided

Author Lisa Ota in her Tower vegetable gardens.	 Photo Sophie Braccini 

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.comCA Lic

929641

LeapFrog Plumbing

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

In this drought 
we value 

every drop
• Excellent functioning 

water saving toilets
• Recirculation Pumps
• Water line repairs/replacements
• Leaking Fixture inspections

Head Frog Mo Williams

Wasting Water? 
Have you looked under your house
lately? Do you have a leaking toilet
or maybe one that uses a lot of
water per flush? Are you waiting a
long time for your shower to get
hot? Want to know how to get hot
water faster to your fixtures?
Call LeapFrog to talk about
water saving solutions.

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off

Any plumbing job*

We Hop To It!
*1 coupon per service, exp. 8/31/16

Amphora Nueva: The Oil of  Champions
By Sophie Braccini

This year, Lafayette’s Amphora 
Nueva’s is participating in its 

second Olympic games. 
	 After Sochi and the Olympic 
Winter Games two years ago, John 
Crisafulli, owner of Behind the 
Scenes Catering, brought to Rio 
100 gallons of assorted oils and 

vinegars from the Bradley family’s 
business. 
	 Crisafulli will provide 16,000 
daily meals to the athletes and 
sponsors in nine locations. The 
olive oils and balsamic vinegars 
that the Bradleys procure and cre-
ate will be perfectly paired with 

the fresh and organic ingredients 
Crisafulli’s team purchase locally 
to make healthy meals for the ath-
letes. 
	 “John (Crisafulli) used our 
products for the Olympic games 
in Sochi,” says Nate Bradley, who 
manages the Lafayette store. “Ap-
parently, our products were such a 
tremendous hit among the athletes 
in Sochi that he wanted to contin-
ue working with us for this year’s 
games.” 
	 The San Diego-based caterer 
discovered Amphora Nueva’s oils 
at a tasting in Los Angeles and 
reached out to the Bradleys. Brad-
ley says that what makes this even 
more exciting for them is the fact 
that this connection was unsolicited 
and that Crisafulli actually went out 
of his way to find the highest quali-
ty oils available. He adds that some 
product placement firms pay large 
sums to have their product in Rio, 
while they will be paid to do it.
	 Crisafulli has selected over 30 
oils and vinegars to be featured in 
various dishes and to be used as 
dressings. What makes Amphora 
Nueva special is the many years 
this family has partnered with 
olive oil producers all over the 
world, making sure that they pro-
duce according to their criteria to 
extract the maximum benefits and 
taste from the olives. Procuring 
all over the world allows them 
to follow the season and to con-
stantly sale very fresh oils.
	 ... continued on next page

Amphora Nueva oils and vinegars, being used at the Olympics in Rio, were 
already at Sochi Olympic Winter Games.	                      Photo provided

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com
Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. 

Franchise opportunities available.
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It’s Full STEAM Ahead at Lafayette 
Library’s MakerFest
By Cathy Dausman

What to make of the Maker-
Fest at Lafayette Library 

and Learning Center? How about 
rockets and roller coasters, but-
tons and musical instruments – 
guitars, gourds, maracas, musical 
bananas; candy sushi, beeswax 
lip balm, slime, green screen 
photography and 3D printed ob-
jects. 
	 LLLC packed five hours’ 
worth of fun into 30 booths dur-
ing their third annual MakerFest 
July 30. The event put the wraps 
on the county libraries’ Year of 
S.T.E.A.M. theme, and it was a 
fitting blend indeed of science, 
technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics. 
	 MakerFest began three years 
ago when Emily Koster chal-
lenged fellow librarian Orlando 
Guzman to develop a kind of 
family street festival. Their Mak-
erFest idea was presented at a 
Contra Costa libraries meeting 
earlier this year.  
	 “This is a really big event for 
our community,” said executive 
director Beth Needel. Many at-
tendees were initially drawn to 
the library plaza rocket launch, 
where they could send handmade 
paper rockets soaring several sto-
ries high using compressed air 
from a bicycle hand pump. Most 
rockets touched down safely; a 
few landed on the library roof. 
	 The science of roller coaster 
physics may have eluded some of 
the younger visitors, but their de-
light watching marbles perform 
loop-de-loops along lengths of 
pipe insulation was clearly evi-

dent. Nearby, a table of volun-
teers helped children and their 
enthusiastic parents to fill plastic 
eggshells with beans. Attach a 
spoon handle and you’ve made 
a maraca. Shoebox guitars with 
rubber band strings were being 
assembled at another booth.
	 In the conference room, chil-
dren were encouraged to mind 
their own beeswax, watching it 
melt, before combining it with 
a bit of olive oil and the scent 
and color of their choice to make 
lip balm. Chocolate mint was 
the overwhelming flavor favor-
ite. There was also slime to be 
made from detergent, water and 
glue. Less appealing perhaps, but 
equally fun.  
	 While adults may have been 
drawn to the library’s painstak-
ingly hand-built 3-D printer 
which busily etched a plastic gear 
destined as a part for another 3-D 
printer children and parents alike 
flocked to a button making table 
where recycled magazine pic-
tures turned into wearable art. 
	 Visitors stepping into the li-
brary proper could play musical 
bananas or be digitally photo-
graphed on a variety of whimsi-
cal settings thanks to the magic 
of green screen technology. 
	 MakerFest was supported 
this year by Lafayette Partners 
in Education, but Guzman hopes 
to expand the partnerships, men-
tioning Sustainable Lafayette 
and Lafayette Community Gar-
den as possible sponsors. Thanks 
to more than 60 library volun-
teers and staff, an estimated 

800 attendees enjoyed the 2016 
S.T.E.A.M. MakerFest, where 
science, technology, engineering, 
arts and math blended into week-
end fun.
	  “It always surpasses our ex-
pectations,” Guzman said. 
	 LLLC offers additional 
community-wide events, includ-
ing Dogtown Downtown in the 
spring, as key pieces of their ap-
proximately 1,100 programs of-
fered year-round. For details visit 
http://www.lafayettelib.org.

A young musician tries his hand at musical bananas.               Photos Cathy Dausman

Decorating musical gourds was part of the fun at the MakerFest.
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
Flat Monthly Fee

Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

��������������������
���������������

Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

$1099

$1099

(regular price $18, 
seniors and kids $16)

(regular price $18, 
seniors and kids $16)

Orinda Village 1 Camino Sobrante #5, Orinda (Across from Safeway, Next to Starbucks) 925-254-7474
Rheem Valley Plaza 564 Center St., Moraga (Between TJMaxx & CVS, Next to Massage Envy) 925-376-9000

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm • Sat 8am-7pm • Sun 8am-7pm

OFFER EXPIRES: 9/30/16

OFFER EXPIRES: 9/30/16

Amphora Nueva
... continued from page B2
Bradley explains that the fresher 
the olive oil, the higher the poly-
phenols (anti-oxidant substances 
found only in very good olive 
oils), and oleic acids (the good 
fat in olive oil) that are highly re-
nowned for their health benefits, 
will be. They also sell pure bal-
samic vinegar and have created 
naturally scented oils and vin-
egars that the athletes will be able 
to sample.
	 If the health benefits are im-
portant for the competitors, it 
seems that it is more the taste 
that Crisafulli chooses Amphora 
Nueva’s products. He had com-
mented during the preparation of 
the games in Sochi, “The oils are 
one of the biggest hits in the com-
missary. It’s our first time with 
infused vinegars and the people 
have raved about them. People 
are trying to eat healthier and 
organic, and since we have fresh 
fruits and vegetables, it’s a great 
compliment.”

	 This year Crisafulli bought 
extra virgin oils: Italian Favalosa, 
Spanish Arbequina, Chilean Picu-
al, Australian Picholine, Austra-
lian Coratina, Chilean Koroneki, 
Chilean Coratina. He also bought 
flavored oils: Wild Rosemary, 
Tuscan Herb, Eureka Lemon, 
Baklouti Green Chili, Basil, Wild 
Dill, Herbs De Provence, Per-
sian Lime, Mushroom and Sage, 
Chipotle, Cilantro and Onion, 
Harissa, California Walnut Oil, 
Italian Truffle Oil. The balsamic 
vinegars he bought include: Nea-
politan Herb, Blackberry Ginger, 
Fig, Traditional, Mango, Jalape-
no, Peach, Sicilian Lemon.
	 Bradley says that about 75 
percent of the products bought by 
Crisafulli are presently on tap at 
his Lafayette store. He is thinking 
of adding a small Olympic sym-
bol on these oils and vinegars. 
	 Amphora Nueva is located at 
7 Fiesta Ln. in Lafayette.

 
Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 9/30/16. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

Lic # 075601405

1580 Geary Road, Walnut Creek, CA 94597

Sunday, August 28th   |  5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Presented by Seniors Real Estate Specialist Dayna Wilson

Downsizing Made Simple 
Five Steps to a Successful Move

Please RSVP (925) 943-1121
www.VintageKensington.com

Enjoy a complimentary dinner while Dayna shares tips on downsizing. 

Everyone is welcome.

A Vintage Senior Living Community
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Community Service:  We are pleased to make space available whenever possible 
for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news 
and information about their activities.  Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Diablo Women’s Chorale is 
Looking for Some Strong Voices
Submitted by Sarah Koller

Auditions for the Diablo Women’s Chorale are Aug. 15.	 Photo Provided

The Diablo Women’s Chorale will hold 
auditions for new singers at 6:15 p.m. on 

Aug. 15. The group encourages any woman 
with choral experience, music-reading abil-
ity, and a love of good music and spirited 
company to audition.
	 Auditions for the 2016 fall season are 
open to all female voice parts. Singers are 
asked to prepare a song to sing and bring 
sheet music; this need not be a formal aria 

or art song and need not be memorized, but 
should demonstrate vocal quality, technique, 
and musicality. 
	 All auditions are by appointment only. 
To schedule an audition, please call Nancy 
with DWC at (925) 899-5050 or email dia-
blowomenschorale@gmail.com. Please tell 
them what voice part you sing and include 
a brief description of your prior vocal/choral 
experience.

Lafayette Native Victorious in 
International Moot Court
Submitted by Stephen Allen

Chancellor Michael Farris of Patrick Henry College coaches Lafayette native Helaina Hirsch in 
the Nelson Mandela World Human rights Moot Court Competition.		  Photo provided

Lafayette’s Helaina Hirsch helped her 
school, Patrick Henry College, win the 

eighth Annual Nelson Mandela World Hu-
man Rights Moot Court Competition on July 
20in Geneva, Switzerland — a leading hu-
man rights educational event. 
	 The final round of the competition, 
sponsored by the Centre for Human Rights, 
of the University of Pretoria, South Africa, 
was held in the UN Human Rights Council 
Chambers. Michael Farris, Chancellor of 
Patrick Henry College, coached the team 
of rising juniors, William Bock and Hirsch, 
to victory. PHC has won multiple national 

championships in undergraduate moot court 
competition, but this tournament was unique 
for the school in that it was a world tourna-
ment and all other universities and colleges 
were represented by law students. The only 
other American university to qualify for the 
tournament was Yale Law School. 
	 The two students competed against 24 
other law school teams. Only five schools 
can come from each region. PHC is a part of 
the region that includes all of North Amer-
ica, Australia, and Western Europe. In the 
finals, PHC’s undergrads beat a team of law 
students from Moi University in Kenya.

Rescue One Foundation Seeks 
Applicants for its Board 
Submitted by Greg Reams

The Rescue One Foundation is seeking 
applicants to fill a vacancy on its board 

of directors. Residents living within the 
Moraga-Orinda Fire District’s coverage area 
are eligible to apply.
	 The Rescue One Foundation serves as a 
support organization for the paramedic pro-
gram of the Moraga-Orinda Fire District, ac-
quiring emergency medical equipment and 
training materials not otherwise available 
through the fire district’s regular budget. Fi-
nancial support comes from gifts of appre-
ciation, memorials and annual tax-deductible 

donations by members of the community.  
The foundation has provided in excess of 
$400,000 of equipment and training mate-
rials for paramedics since its formation 35 
years ago. 
	 Letters of interest should be sent no later 
than August 31, 2016 and addressed to:
	 Rescue One Foundation, 1280 Moraga 
Way, Moraga, CA 94556. 
	 For further information about this posi-
tion, please visit www.mofd.org/about/res-
cueone  or call (925) 376-2086

Sunrise Rotary helps Donate 
eReaders to Springhill
Submitted by Dennis Kurimai

From left, Marissa Guerrera, Eva Hempfling and Martha Burns enjoy the eReaders that the 
Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary helped to fund.				    Photo provided

Shortly after classes were under way last 
fall at Springhill Elementary School in 

Lafayette, fifth-grade teacher Martin Wong 
came up with the idea of replacing reading 
books in print form with their electronic 
counterparts. 
	 After selling the idea to both of the other 
fifth-grade teachers, Christina Churchill and 
Deborah Hungerford, together they went 
knocking on the door of Springhill principal 
Mette Thallaug. To their elation, the reaction 
was affirmative, albeit with one caveat: Be-
cause no money had been budgeted for the 
purchase of eReaders, the funds would have 
to come from outside sources. 
	 Within a few months, the full amount 
needed — $8,000 – had been raised, enough 
to acquire 120 Kindle Fires. Donations from 
parents, community members, and even 
strangers, with a matching gift from Chev-
ron, were collected via DonorsChoose.org. 
As they neared the fundraising finish line, 

a check for $2,000 from Lamorinda Sunrise 
Rotary Club pushed them over the top. 
	 For the Rotary club, it meant reviving 
a community service program it had long 
sponsored: handing out print dictionaries 
to every third-grader attending a Lafayette 
school. The program was dropped in 2010, 
by which time iPads, tablets and other in-
ternet-based technologies had begun to gain 
widespread use. Over a period of 10 years, 
Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary has donated more 
than $50,000 worth of Merriam-Websters.
	 Creation of Springhill’s fifth-grade 
eReader project represented a perfect segue 
opportunity for the Club, redirecting its con-
tributions toward updated curricular needs.   
	 “We welcomed the opportunity to par-
ticipate,” said club president Ron Melvin. 
“Support of education has always been a 
priority commitment for Lamorinda Sunrise 
Rotary, as it is for Rotary clubs from coast to 
coast.”

New Eagle Scouts from Troop 224
Submitted by Karen Chelini

From left: New Eagle Scouts Nic Van Oss and 
Cole Robertson.		    Photo provided

Nicholas Nguyen Van Oss and Cole 
James Robertson have earned the rank 

of Eagle Scout and were presented with their 
award at an Eagle Scout Court of Honor cer-
emony on July 9 at the Lafayette Commu-
nity Center. They are members of Boy Scout 
Troop 224 in Lafayette under the direction 
of Scoutmaster Kyle Blocker.
	 Van Oss, 18, is the son of Bill and Khanh 
Van Oss. HIs Eagle Scout community ser-
vice project was constructing and planting a 
brick herb spiral which you can observe at 
the Lafayette Community Garden.  Van Oss 
enlisted 21 volunteers, 13 of them scouts, to 
aid in the building of the structure in the first 
phase of the project. A month later, when the 
soil and bricks had settled, a multitude of 
herbs were planted in the spiral.
	 Robertson is the son of J. Michael Rob-
ertson and Karen Chelini. For Robertson’s 
Eagle community service project he and his 
team built a 90-foot split rail fence for the 
Lafayette Community Garden. Robertson 
and his volunteers built the fence on a rainy 
day on Jan. 23 to honor his grandfather Col. 
James R Robertson. Despite the weather 
Cole and team built the fence in one day.

AAUW Sponsors Tech Trek Camp
Submitted by Jan Cushman

Six rising eighth-grade girls from Lamor-
inda have returned from their week-long 

Tech Trek camp on the Stanford University 
campus July 3-9 with glowing reports of fun 
and learning. 
	 The girls attended camp on scholarships 
sponsored by the Orinda/Moraga/Lafay-
ette branch of the American Association of 
University Women. The OML Branch has 
been sending middle school girls to Tech 
Trek camp since 1998, and to date, it has 
sponsored 72 girls. The girls who went to 
Stanford this year are Emilia Gutman, He-
nel Kaidantzis, Abbie Lee, Shannon Lipp, 
Hannah Liu and Reese Whipple. The cost to 
send each girl to Tech Trek camp is currently 
$900.
	 Tech Trek math/science camp is de-
signed to encourage seventh grade girls to 
persist with their excitement about science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
through high school, college and into their 
careers. The program features numerous 
hands-on activities as well as a chance for 
the girls make friends with other girls in-
terested in STEM and to meet professional 

women in STEM fields. All sleeping, eating, 
instructional and recreational facilities are 
located on a university campus where camps 
are held. Tech Trek camps are organized, 
managed, and funded by AAUW volunteer 
leaders, with core classes taught by paid cre-
dentialed teachers. Each camp is unique with 
varied field trips and laboratory experiences.
	 The success of AAUW-CA’s Tech Trek 
Project has gained national recognition. Cor-
porations that see the need for more women 
in STEM fields are discovering the value of 
AAUW’s project nurturing budding scien-
tists and engineers of the future. The project 
has been rolled out to other states with 21 
camps now serving 1,600 girls. Only girls 
nominated by a science or math teacher are 
eligible.
	 If you would like to donate to the AAUW 
OML Tech Trek scholarship program, or if 
you would like to attend a Tech Trek fund-
raising event such as the Walnut Creek Res-
taurant Walk on Oct. 18, 2016, please contact 
Jan Cushman at jancushman@comcast.net. 

Photo Jan Cushman
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All Inclusive 
Living for 

Active Seniors

Live, Shop and Play
In the Heart of Downtown Walnut Creek!

925-943-7427
1785 Shuey Avenue • Walnut Creek, CA 94596

www.theheritagepointe.com
Off Bonanza Street between California and Mt. Diablo Blvds.

• 24 Hour Concierge Service
• Secure Gated Community
• Door to Door Van Service for 

Appointments and Shopping
• Year-Round Pool and Spa
• Mouth-Watering Dining at our Newton’s Restaurant
• Partnered with Home Care Assistance/Alamo Office
• Certified Fitness Trainers with Live2B Healthy Program
• Upgraded 1,2 and 3 Bedroom Apartments 

Love of  Local Places Showcased at Lafayette Library Exhibit
By Kara Navolio

Three local artists, whose 
work all reflects the influ-

ence of places they have lived 
in and travelled to, are exhibit-
ing their work at the Lafayette 
Library and Learning Center’s 
Community Hall through Sept. 
12. The exhibit features oil paint-
ings by Geoff Meredith of Lafay-
ette, pastels and watercolors by 
Dalia Alekna, and ceramics by 
Olga Jusidman, both of Walnut 
Creek. 
	 Meredith’s oil paintings in-
clude striking landscapes and 
cityscapes painted in a style re-
ferred to as a 21st Century rein-
terpretation of the Bay Area Fig-
urative Movement of the 1950s 
and 60s. The influence of artists 
like Wayne Theibaud and Rich-
ard Diebenkorn can be seen in 
the abstracted landscapes. 
	 “I think we are all influenced 
by the experiences we have as 
we are coming of age, and these 
artists definitely influenced me,” 
explains Meredith. He starts by 
making a sketch or a study of 
places he visits, and then takes 
the work back to his studio to 
paint. The paintings are ground-
ed in representation, but then 
become abstracted as he works. 
Sometimes the abstraction goes 
further until the landscape is re-
duced into line, shape and color. 

“I’m looking for what works as 
a painting,” adds Meredith, “not 
necessarily what is a representa-
tion of the place.”
	 In “Calibougue Sound” Mer-
edith tips the foreground into a 
bird’s eye view of boats at the 
pier, challenging the perspective, 
while the background remains 
in a more traditional or realistic 
perspective. The clouds are ab-
stracted to geometric shapes of 
soft pink. 
	 Meredith’s work can also be 
seen at Valley Art Gallery in Wal-
nut Creek.
	 Alekna’s pastels reflect her 
love of Northern California. She 
originally hails from Lithuania 
and then Chicago, landing in the 
Bay Area as a young adult. 
	 “These pastels show my ex-
citement of living here. I feel like 
I live in paradise, and I want to 
express my admiration and love 
of California. I feel so lucky to 
live here and to be alive,” ex-
plains Alekna of her beautiful 
scenes of Mt. Diablo, the Cali-
fornia coast, and wine country. “I 
try to capture the emotional fell-
ing I get from the landscape,” she 
adds. Alekna also works in paint-
ing, etching and drawing, and her 
work can be seen at Diablo Gal-
lery in Walnut Creek.
	 Jusidman’s ceramics are  

inspired by her travels around the 
world. Her current series is remi-
niscent of boats and her love of 
water.
	 Originally from Mexico, Ju-
sidman looks at ceramics as an 
art form and prefers to make 
things that are decorative rather 
than functional. Her vessels re-
flect her love of texture and or-
ganic material. She is a member 
of the Walnut Creek Clay Arts 
Guild and shows her work at 
Main St. Arts in Martinez. 
	 The City of Lafayette’s eight 
member Public Arts Committee 
chooses artists to show their work 
in the Community Hall and also 
inside the Library’s Homework 
Room. Exhibits change about 
every three months. Commu-

nity Hall is open every Monday 
from 6-9 p.m. and during public 
events in the hall. The Home-
work Room, which currently is 
showing portraits and landscapes 
painted by Ruth Stanton, is open 

during library hours. Artists can 
submit an application to be con-
sidered for future exhibits at 
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us/city-hall/
commissions-committees/pub-
lic-art-committee/library-gallery.

We’re here to help...whenever 
and wherever you need us.

Need Home Care?
Safe, reliable and affordable 

home care from professionals 
who truly care!

HCO#414000723

(925) 317-3080• (925) 402-4411 
www.careindeed.com

info@careindeed.com Serving the Greater Bay Area

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist …
Find cook for better nutrition
Get driver to appointments, groceries
Get help with laundry & changing sheets
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles

CALL SENIOR HELPERS
We can assist with these activities and more.  

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

Care. Comfort. Compassion.
When you need it most.

Bonded and insured. Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated.  
Licensed by CA Social Services HCO #074700005.       ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC.

Olga Jusidman’s ceramics.		  Photo Kara Navolio

A watercolor by Dalia Alekna.                                                         Photo provided

Another Geoff Meredith oil painting. Image provided

“Calibogue Sound,” a watercolor by Geoff Meredith.	 Image provided

Floral Arts Florist

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-5765   www.floralartsflorist.com

Need help with 
an event?

Please call or come by
our Lafayette store.

"THE KNOT"

Flowers for all occasions
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Not to be missed Not to be missed
ART

The Moraga Art Gallery an-
nounces “Creative Contrasts,” 
a new exhibit featuring George 
Ehrenhaft’s serene watercolor 
paintings inspired by California’s 
incomparable outdoor world, 
and also David and Reed Bow-
man’s brass and copper objects, 
shaped and hammered, ground 
and sanded into myriad decora-
tive and functional works of art. 
The exhibit runs from Aug. 17 
to Oct. 22 and includes works 
by the gallery’s 16 member art-
ists and several guest artists. The 
public is invited to a free open-
ing reception from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 20. Use the occa-
sion to meet the artists and sip 
glass of wine, accompanied by 
light snacks and live music. The 
gallery is located in the Rheem 
Shopping Center, at 522 Center 
Street, Moraga.

Valley Art Gallery presents 
their featured artist Peter Mc-
Neill, running through Sept. 9. 
McNeill is an accomplished figu-
rative and landscape artist who 
lives and works in Walnut Creek 
and draws inspiration from many 
different locales. To learn more 
and see the work of all its artists, 
visit www.valleyartgallery.org

MUSIC

The UC Theatre Taube Family 
Music Hall presents Cat Power’s 
“SUN” at 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 27. Doors open at 7 p.m., 
at The UC Theatre Taube Family 
Music Hall, 2036 University Av-
enue, Berkeley. Cat Power wrote, 
played, recorded and produced 
the entirety of “SUN” by herself, 
a statement of complete con-
trol that is echoed in the songs’ 
themes. Cost: $35.00. For more 
info see www.theuctheatre.org/
event/1268863-cat-power-sun-
berkeley/ or call (510) 356-4000 
or email information@theucthe-
atre.org. 

Thursday evening concerts 
continue 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Moraga Commons Park: Aug. 11 
Mixed Nuts - Decades of rock; 
Aug. 18 Beatles Flashback - 
Tribute to the Beatles.

THEATER

Comedy Under the Stars’ first 
annual benefit for the Boys and 
Girls Club of Diablo Valley at the 
Martinez Waterfront is at 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, Aug 20 at the John 
Muir Martinez Waterfront Am-
phitheatre, 115 Tarantino Drive, 
Martinez. Doors open at 7 p.m. 
General admission $20 available 
at www.cococomedy.com

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Local East Bay Democratic 
Clubs invite you to hear author 
David Dayen discuss his award 
winning book, “Chain of Title: 
How Three Ordinary Americans 
Uncovered Wall Street’s Great 
Foreclosure Fraud” starting at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 16 at the 
Lafayette Library Community 
Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd. The 
book tells the dramatic true story 
of how, in the depths of the Great 
Recession, a cancer nurse, a car 
dealership worker, and an insur-
ance fraud specialist helped un-
cover the largest consumer crime 
in American history — a scandal 
that implicated dozens of major 
executives on Wall Street. Ad-

ditional information is available 
at www.lamorindademoclub.
org. Copies of the book will be 
available for purchase during the 
event.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

The Summer Movies in the 
Park Series continues in Orin-
da. Movies begin at dusk on 
Thursdays at the Orinda Com-
munity Park. August 18: “Good 
Dinosaur.”

Candy Sushi and 5 Minute Ice 
Cream from 2 to 3 p.m. on Aug. 
13 at the Lafayette Library & 
Learning Center. This teen pro-
gram will take place in the Arts 
& Science room and is for sixth 
to 12th grade students. Teens can 
register using tinyurl.com/laf-
candysushi5minicecream

OTHER

Diablo Ballet’s Annual Gour-
met Gallop food and wine walk 
returns to downtown Walnut 
Creek for the sixth consecu-
tive year from 6 to 9 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 11. The event, 
sponsored by Diablo magazine, 
invites guests to sip, sample and 
stroll their way through 13 down-
town Walnut Creek locations as 
they experience a one-of-a-kind 
culinary adventure. Tickets are 
on sale now to the public and 
only $39 if purchased on or be-
fore July 31. After that date, the 
price goes up to $45 a person. 
Tickets are available online at 
www.diabloballet.org or by call-
ing (925) 943-1775.

Join National Park Service in-
terpretive rangers for a night sky 
adventure, “Path to the Perseids 
– A Meteor Shower Adventure,” 
from 8 p.m. to midnight on Fri-
day, Aug. 12, 2016 at Mt. Wanda, 
part of the John Muir National 
Historic Site in Martinez. In-
crease your appreciation of the 
night sky by watching the Per-
seid meteor shower in a fun and 
enlightening way! Reservations 
are requested, but not required. 
Please call the John Muir NHS 
Visitor Center at (925) 228-8860 
for reservations or if you have 
questions. Visitors should meet 
at the parking lot on the corner of 
Alhambra Avenue and Franklin 
Canyon Road, Martinez (at the 
Alhambra Ave. exit off Highway 
4). 

Concord’s Japanese American 
Club’s annual Summer Festival 
is from 1 to 9 p.m. on Aug 13 and 
from noon to 8:30 p.m. on Aug. 
14 at the Japanese American 
Religious and Cultural Center, 
located at 3165 Treat Boulevard 
in Concord. The festival features 
Japanese food, including tempu-
ra, sushi, teriyaki chicken, teriya-
ki beef, udon, and gyoza, as well 
as fresh baked goods. There will 
be games for children. Entertain-
ment includes multiple Taiko 
drum performances, kendo and 
judo demonstrations, Koto per-
formances, as well as Japanese 
dances. Admission is free.

August drought? Not when it’s 
raining kittens at Community 
Concern for Cats An adoption 
event is from 1 to 4 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday, Aug. 13-14, at 
Pet Food Express in Lafayette 
and Pleasant Hill, and Petco in 
Walnut Creek. For more infor-
mation, see www.community-
concernfor cats.org.

Mindful Leadership from 7 to 9 
p.m. Tuesday Aug. 16 at the La-
fayette Library, Oak Room, 3491 
Mt. Diablo Blvd. Stuart Moody 
of Green Sangha will present 
findings from a qualitative study 
of stress, mindfulness and lead-
ership, looking at skills and at-
titudes that foster cooperation 
and success. Anne Baker of Gen-
eration Green will lead a simple 
self-care exercise you can do on 
the road, at home or at work. Do-
nations requested. Space is lim-
ited. RSVP to reserve: stuart@
greensangha.org

DCF presents Desi Comedy 
Fest @ Freight and Salvage 
from 8 to 10 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Aug. 17, at Freight and Salvage, 
2020 Addison St., Berkeley. The 
Desi Comedy Fest is back for 
its third year with 50 comedians 
traveling from nine countries to 
be part of the fest. Cost: $25-35. 
For more info see www.desi-
comedyfest.com or call 415-746-
9770 or email info@desicom-
edyfest.com. 

Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center and Diablo Ballet 
present the 2016 Dance on Film 
Series. The films start at 6:30 
p.m. and run through Aug. 18. 
Aug. 18: Saturday Night Fever.” 
Tickets are $10 for the film se-
ries, or $5 at the door. Register 
at tinyurl.com/LLLCDanceon-
film2016 or call (925) 283-6513 
x102.

The California Independent 
Film Festival opens Thursday, 
Sept 8 at the Rheem and Orinda 
Theatres. Visit www.CAIFF.org 
for full schedule and tickets.

Don’t miss the 12th Annual 
Orinda Classic Car Show Week-
end: “Dancing with the Cars.” 
Pre-party, 6 p.m. Friday Sept. 
9; Classic Car Show, 10 a.m.–3 
p.m. Saturday, September 10. 
Enter your car and buy party 
tickets today at www.OrindaCar-
Show.com. These events benefit 
the Seniors Around Town trans-
portation program, Educational 
Foundation of Orinda and other 
local charities.  

Mobility Matters Spaghetti 
Hop, Birthday bash and Fun-
draiser - Support Our Servic-
es and Celebrate Our CEO’s 
(ElaineWelch) 70th Birthday 
from 4 to 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 24 at Our Savior’s Luther-
an Church Fellowship Hall, 1035 
Carol Lane, Lafayette. Tick-
ets: $35 per person, adults only. 
925.284.2207 email: office@
mobilitymatterscc.com. Space 
is limited, RSVP early to ensure 
your seat.

SENIORS

Let’s Do Lunch! Discover and 
explore the various dining ex-
periences in the Lamorinda area 
at 11:30 a.m. the first Tuesday of 
the month. Relax, dine, meet new 
people, socialize and enjoy lively 
conversation. Space is limited. 
Contact Lafayette Senior Ser-
vices for the schedule of restau-
rants and to make your reserva-
tions: Seniors@LoveLafayette.
org or 284-5050. Individuals will 
pay for their own lunches; the 
restaurants will provide separate 
checks. 

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lafayette United Methodist Church 
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org

Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others, 
and Serve the World

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
Worship Services 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 

9:40 a.m. Education 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 & 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS MAY 29 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Coffee Fellowship 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

For issue June 1 

For issue May 18 

10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Worship the Lord!
Sunday Mornings at

9:30am during the summer

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am
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Service Clubs Announcements

Film Clips
The California Independent Film  
Festival Has Something for Everyone
By Derek Zemrak

This year’s California Independent Film 
Festival begins on Sept. 8 and runs 

through Sept. 14. The tagline this year is 
“Something for Everyone from Around the 
World.”
	 Over 10 countries are represented includ-
ing France, Poland, Canada and Australia. 
There will be a wide array of films from 
award-winning feature films, shorts, docu-
mentaries to an award-winning children’s 
animated film from Russia.
	 Here is a quick pick from each of the cat-
egories. 
	 “The Innocents,” a feature-length film, 
was a 2016 Sundance Film Festival hit from 
France. It is set in 1945 Poland where a 
young French Red Cross doctor is sent to as-
sist the survivors of the German camps. Dur-
ing a visit to a nearby convent, he discovers 
several nuns in advanced stages of pregnan-
cy. “The Innocents” will be screening at the 
Orinda Theatre at 6:15 p.m. on Sunday Sept. 
11.
	 “The Eve” is a short horror/thriller from 
Italy that was won over 20 international film 
festival awards. Simon is an eight-year-old 
boy who seems to have everything in life but 
his greatest wish is for Santa Claus to take 
him away to live in Santa’s fairyland toy fac-
tory. You can see “The Eve” at 1:30 p.m. on 
Saturday Sept. 10 with five other short films. 
The showcase is titled “Crimes and Misde-

meanors.”
	 Looking for something a little on the 
lighter side with a Bay Area focus? You will 
not want to miss “Trailhead,” a documentary 
that discovers Oakland’s gateway to the red-
woods. “Trailhead” will be showing at 6:30 
p.m. on Monday, Sept. 12 as part of the Bay 
Area Documentary Program at the Rheem 
Theatre.
	 It is never too early to expose your chil-
dren to the learning and joys of attending a 
film festival. This year CAIFF’s Children’s 
Program is at 3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 10 at 
the Rheem Theatre. The program will open 
with a charming short animated film from 
Mexico titled “The Treehouse.” Not only 
does the story teach us all about holding on 
to your dreams, the beautiful animation is 
breathtaking. Following the award-winning 
short will be a feature-length animated film 
from Russia, “Kikoriki: Legend of the Gold-
en Dragon.” All ages will enjoy this movie 
about the lovable residents of the peaceful 
Island of Kikoriki. 
	 These are my quick picks of the 19th an-
nual California independent Film Festival. I 
encourage you to pick up a festival guide at 
the Orinda Theatre or Rheem Theatre or go 
online at www.caiff.org to discover for your-
self the amazing lineup of films that truly has 
something for everyone.
	 See you at the festival!

“The Innocents” will be screened at this year’s CAIFF.	 Photo Provided

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

SUMMER SPECIAL

Robert Burroughs fulfilled his dream of summiting Mt. Adams on 
July 17. He fell on decent and after a two-week search, he is coming 
home.
	 Robert was born in Guam and spent his early years in Thailand. 
He grew-up in Lafayette, Calif., and graduated from Del Valle High 
School, where he had many good, lifelong friends.    
	 Furthering his education, he attended Seattle Community 
College. He traveled the world; achieved the rank of lieutenant in 
the Army, was a chef on Amtrak, car salesman and business owner.  
	 He loved the great outdoors; Robert was an avid cyclist, scuba 
diver and hiker. Robert was a stand-up fellow who would do 

anything for family and friends. He will always be with us, and we will always think of him with 
love.
	 Robert is survived by his wife Lauren Burroughs; sons Duncan Burroughs, Peter Larrabee and 
Keith Kennedy; daughters Allie Kennedy and Chelsea Burroughs; sisters: Rebecca Harms and 
family; Lynda Purvis and family; Karen Fossen and family; Mary Burchette and Sharon Zemanek; 
as well as all of his Kansas and Florida family and friends.
	 Our thanks go out to each member of the search and rescue teams, their coordinator, the Yakima 
Army helicopter crew who searched for one of their own, the Navy helicopter crew, the Yakima 
County sheriff and especially Sgt. Randy Briscoe.
	 Please join us for a celebration of his life at his home, Stevenson, WA. On August 11. 

Robert Burroughs
1956 - 2016

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am 
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, 
3666 Mt. Diablo   Blvd, Lafayette.

For more info, please email us at 
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Major Leagues Scouting, 
Oakland A’s Style

Edy Schwartz from 
California Independent 

Film Festival 

August 19August 12

Yes indeed... progress is clear... a teardrop trailer 
will soon appear!

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

August 11: 
Jeff Carman, 
Confire Chief

August 18: 
Chief Christensen: Medical Points 
of Distribution/Crime in Lafayette
Officer Valentin: Search & Rescue 

Canines
www.rotarylafayette.org 

www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366
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www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories From Our Last Issue:

- Trains Roar Through Lafayette’s Happy Valley
- Lafayette Website Offers Peek into Major Projects
- How Proposed Transportation Sales Tax Will Impact Lamorinda
- Weil Will Not Run for Reelection in November
- Acalanes Grad to Row at Second Olympics Games
- Lamorinda Girls Lacrosse Club Finishes Successful 2016 Spring Season
- Planning Commission Stalemate Stalls Moraga Center Homes
- More Public Parking Coming Downtown
- Letters to the Editor
- Children’s Fashion Show Highlights Their Own Creativity and Individuality

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the 
link below the story.

Thoughtful Food

Mocha and Kahlua Cheesecake 
is an Entertainer’s Delight
By Susie Iventosch

This cheesecake is absolutely 
delicious. It is made with real 

coffee, melted dark chocolate and 

Kahlua, along with a chocolate wa-
fer crust. The beautiful thing about 
this dessert is that it can be made 

several days ahead of time and re-
frigerated. 
	 I was a bit worried that the crust 
would get soggy, but tried it any-
way because we were having eight 
weekend guests over the Fourth of 
July, which meant a lot of time in 
the kitchen. But, as is always the 
case, the more that can be prepared 
ahead of time, the more time spent 
with friends doing all sorts of fun 
holiday weekend activities.
	 I always like to get the mari-
nades, sauces, desserts, breakfast 
goodies and anything else that can 
be held for several days, done in 
advance whenever possible, in or-
der to maximize time with summer 
visitors.

Mocha Cheesecake	 Photo Susie Iventosch

Mocha Cheesecake
INGREDIENTS
Crust

1 package of Nabisco Chocolate Wafers, pulverized
½ stick butter, melted

Filling
Two 8-ounce packages cream cheese
2/3 cup granulated sugar
2 eggs
5 ounces dark (or bittersweet) chocolate, melted
1 Tbsp. whipping cream
2/3 cup nonfat plain yogurt
Dash salt
2 Tbsp. strong coffee, cooled to room temp
2 Tbsp. Kahlua
1½ tsp. vanilla extract

Garnish
1 cup heavy cream
1 Tbsp. Kahlua (or other coffee liqueur)
1 Tbsp. powdered sugar
2 Tbsp. chocolate shavings

Beat cream until stiff peaks. Fold in Kahlua and powdered sugar. Serve each slice of cheesecake with 
a dollop of whipped cream and a sprinkling of chocolate shavings.
DIRECTIONS
For crust: mix melted butter with chocolate wafer crumbs and pat into the bottom and up the sides 
of a well-greased 9-inch pie dish. Set aside.
In a large mixing bowl, beat cream cheese and sugar with an electric beater until soft and creamy. 
Add eggs and beat until well-integrated. 
Stir whipping cream into melted chocolate and stir into cream cheese mixture. Fold in yogurt and 
then add all remaining ingredients: salt, coffee, Kahlua and vanilla extract. Mix until smooth.
Pour custard into prepared crust and bake at 350 degrees for 35-40 minutes or until top is still a little 
bit jiggly, but not runny. Custard will firm up as it chills. Refrigerate for several hours (or several days). 
When ready to serve, garnish with Kahlua whipped cream and chocolate shavings.

Susie can be reached at 
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our 
website: www.lamorindaweekly.
com. If you would like to share 
your favorite recipe with Susie 
please contact her by email or 
call our office at (925) 377-0977.

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Are You Ready For

El Niño?

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

$1 OFFWatch BatteryWith This Coupon.

925-952-4488 www.TheTickTockStore.com

1547-A Palos Verdes Mall, Walnut Creek
(In Lunardi's Center, behind UPS Store)

We Make
House Calls

On Grandfather
Clocks!

The Tick Tock Store
The Right Place For The Right Time

Batteries • Bands •Repair

FREE Estimates
Rolex-Tag Heuer Repair Center

Specialize in grandfather clock and watch repairs

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

www.RecycleSmart.org
Offer available to RecycleSmart residents within Orinda, Lafayette, Moraga, Walnut

Creek, Danville and unincorporated Central Contra Costa County (Alamo, Blackhawk,
Diablo) and residents within the City of San Ramon. 

Reduced cost compost bins
Free workshops
Vermicomposting & 
Bin Building 
Workshops
CompostSMART 
Advanced Training
Republic Services 
garbage bill discount
Free guides and 
resources 

Home Composting
for Busy People

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Practices
Novice Women Start August 22, 4pm
Novice Men Start September 6, 4pm

Middle school: registration
is limited and on a first come
first serve basis. The program
fills up quickly and is now
open for registration.

• Try it out for 2 weeks 
with no commitment.

August 21, 9:30am & August 28, 9:30am

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

�������������������������
����������
	���
�������������������

�����������
���������
��

����	����������������
��
���������
��������������������������������
��������
�

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi  and 1200 pixels wide)

2016 Lafayette Swim Conference Championship 
Final Team Scores
Place 	 Team 	 Points
	 1 	 Springbrook Swim Team 	 5,120. 50
	 2 	 Rancho Colorados Swim Team 	 4,315.00
	 3 	 Lmya Dolphins Swim Team 	 2,978.00
	 4 	 Sun Valley Rays Swim Team 	 2,715.00
	 5 	 Pleasant Hill Dolfins 	 2,203.00
	 6	 Oakwood Athletic Club 	 504. 50

Records:
Suppiger, Sadie, Girls 7-8, 25 Freestyle, 14.40 (14.41 previous record) 
Suppiger, Sadie, Girls 7-8, 25 Back, 17.71 (17.75 previous record)
Hawkins, Wayne, Boys 15-18 100 Back, 54.98 (55.01 previous record)

Relay:
Springbrook Swim Team - ‘A’, Girls 7-8, 100, Medley Relay,  1:10.43 (previous record: 1:12.68) 
swimmers: Kayden Page 8, Elise Gratton 8, Sadie Suppiger 8, Ella Del Rosario 8

Rancho Colorados Swim Team - ‘A’, Boys 7-8, 100, Medley Relay, 1:11.50 ( previous record: 1:12.16) 
swimmers: Brandon Hoff 8, Dylan Felson 8, Nikolaos Tzorbatzakis 8, Jasper Brock-Utne 7

Rancho Colorados Swim Team - ‘A’, Boys, 9-10, 200, Medley Relay, 2:19.62 (previous record: 2:19.67) 
swimmers: Jon Mendelssohn 9, Paul Kuhner 10, Sammy Lee 10, Walker Smith 9

Springbrook Swim Team - ‘A’, Girls, 13-14, 200, Medley Relay,1:57.41 (previous record: 1:58.11) 
swimmers: Anna McCarthy 13, Emma Miller 13, Audrey Passalacqua 13, Kiana Thorson 13

LSC Championship Meet 2016
The Lafayette Swim Conference Championships (LSC) was held on July 30 and 31 at Acalanes High School 
Heaston Aquatic Center.

Wayne Hawkins, Rancho Colorados set a new LSC record in 100 meters backstroke	 Photos Gint Federas

Katherine Hawkins, Rancho Colorados, Girls 13-14, won 50 breast in 32.73
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 

WALNUT CREEK 

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Guitar Lessons

Lamorinda Guitar Lessons
Folk, Rock, Blues & Jazz

Serving Lamorinda since 1980
925-933-3111

www.lamorindaguitarlessons.com
jackeskridgeguitar@gmail.com

Insurance

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height  Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Ramon's Home 
Improvement Services.
Repairs. No job to small.
(925)348-3375. Lic. #973746

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

C2

Submit stories to 
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

60th Annual OMPA Championship

Record Breakers 15-18 Girls 200 Medley Relay (Orinda Country Club) from left: Katie Lyons, Hailey Eberle, Katrina 
Drake and Charlotte Wu							                  Photos Gint Federas

Team Results
Orinda Country Club	 4451.5
Meadow Swim Team	 3106.5
Sleepy Hollow Legends	 3008.5
Moraga Country Club	 2568.5
Moraga Valley Pool Swim Team	 2331.0
Orinda Park Pool Swim Team	 2280.0
Moraga Ranch Swim Club	 1690.5
Miramonte Swim Club	 1310.5
Campolindo Cabana Club Marlins	 913.0

2016 Meet High Point Winners
2016 Outstanding Swimmer-Boy
	 Michael Brennan	 11-12	 Orinda Country Club
2016 Outstanding Relay-Girls
	 Sleepy Hollow Legends	 9-10	 200 Medley Relay, 
	 Swimmers: Mollie Appl, Maren McDonald, 
	 Natalie Aiken, Ava Satterfield
2016 Outstanding Relay-Boys
	 OCC	15-18	 200 Free Relay, Swimmers: 
	 Tommy Fellner, Pat Hallahan, Stephen Schmidt, 
	 Tyler Abramson

2016 Meet Records
Swimmer Name	 Team	 Event	 New Record	Old Record	
Amelia Knutson	 MCC	 Girls 6&U 25 Free	 0:15.85	 (2003) 0:16.54
Amelia Knutson	 MCC	 Girls 6&U 25 Fly	 0:16.35	 (1989) 0:16.78
Analisa Pine	 MEAD	 Girls 15-18 50 Free	 0:24.21	 (2010) 0:24.30
Katrina Drake	 OCC	 Girls 15-18 100 Free	 0:51.73	 (2011) 0:52.24
Molly Pines	 MEAD	 Girls 15-18 Breast	 0:31.13	 (2012) 0:31.16
Natalie Aiken	 SH	 Girls 9-10 50 Fly	 0:28.72	 (2008) 0:29.23
Miles Gaffney	 MIRA	 Boys 6&U 50 Breast	 0:20.40	 (2013) 0:20.74
Donovan Davidson	 SH	 Boys 11-12 50 Fly	 0:27.40	 (1984) 0:27.56

Relays
Team	 Event		  New Record	 Old Record
OCC	 Girls 15-18 200 Medley Relay	 1:51.48	 (2015) 1:52.53
Swimmers: Katrina Drake, Hailey Eberle, Charlotte Wu, Katie Lyons			
		
SH	 Girls 9-10 200 Medley Relay	 2:07.64	 (2011) 2:13.39
Swimmers: Mollie Appl, Maren McDonald, Natalie Aiken, Ava Satterfield	 	
				  
SH	 Girls 9-10 200 Free Relay	 1:55.37	 (2012) 1:57.63
Swimmers: Mollie Appl, Maren McDonald, Ava Satterfield, Natalie Aiken	 	
				  
OCC	 Girls 15-18 200 Free Relay	 1:37.68	 (2015) 1:38.93
Swimmers: Katrina Drake, Charlotte Wu, Ryan Hagglund, Katie Lyons
	
OCC	 Boys 15-18 200 Free Relay	 1:26.43	 (2009) 1:26.50
Swimmers: Tommy Fellner, Pat Hallahan, Stephen Schmidt, Tyler Abramson

Go to www.ompaswim.com for all results.
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Diablo Alliance U12 Wins at USA Water 
Polo Junior Olympics
Submitted by Jeff Holman

The 12 and Under Diablo Alliance Water Polo Team, front row from left: Zoe Jimenez, Abby Ruppert (Orinda), Quinn 
Arroyo (Orinda), Sara Archer (Lafayette), Rosalie Hassett (Orinda) Back row from left: coach Hannah Buck, Mary Has-
sett (Orinda), Sofia Holman (Orinda), Sarah Peterson, Ava Donleavy, Alexa Carter (Lafayette), Hannah Mendenhall, 
Anna Ryan, Elizabeth McGrath (Lafayette), coach Cat Arroyo; Not pictured: Emma Rose		   Photo provided

The Water Polo teams of Dia-
blo Alliance participated 

in the USA Water Polo Junior 
Olympics Session 2 in San Jose 

July 28 – 31. The teams results 
are: 12 & under: First in Gold 
Division; 14 & under: 11th in 
Platinum Division; 16 & under: 

Ninth in Platinum Division; 18 & 
under: 19th in Platinum Division.

12U Contra Costa United Wins Bronze 
at Water Polo Junior Olympics
Submitted by Breese Berkowitz

Back row from left: Ben Boccabella, coach Tor Jensen, Zack Benisek, Jeff DeBoer, Caden Carpenter, Warren Cooper, 
Eli Berkowitz, Chase McFarland, Bardia Koopah, coach Stephen Loomis; front row from left: Tommy Roder, Caleb 
Boggan, Charlie Whipple, Tony Puthuff							        Photo provided

The Contra Costa United 12U 
boys’ water polo team took 

the Silver Medal at the 2016 Ju-
nior Olympics held July 23-26 in 
San Jose.  A total of 72 12U boys’ 

teams competed in the national 
tournament.  The CCU boys 
(from Lafayette, Walnut Creek, 
Orinda and Berkeley) played 
eight games over the four-day 

tournament, only losing to one 
team. The CCU 14U boys came 
in fifth out of a total of 96 teams.

Lafayette Little League All Stars 11’s 
Win District 4 Championship
Submitted by Jenny Solari

From left: Manager Dave Gannon, coach Ken Daly, coach Jonathan Breznikar, Matthew Daly, Charlie Solari, Colin 
Godfrey, AJ Bianchina, Matthew Muren, Dylan Breznikar, Andrew Huchingson, Gabe Lund, Coco Gannon, Aidan 
Nelson, Theo Stoll, Kyle Bielawski and Logan Mikalis					       Photo provided

With a victory over Conti-
nental, the Lafayette Little 

League 11U All Stars baseball 
team won the District 4 champi-
onship. Avenging an earlier loss 

to Continental Lafayette pounded 
out 15 hits and led wire to wire in 
the 9-4 victory, sending the team 
to the sectional playoffs. This is 
the second consecutive year this 

team has played for the district 
championship and overall Lafay-
ette posted a 16-3 record over the 
summer.

Acalanes Grad and 
Former UCSB Star 
Swims in Second 
Olympic Trials
By Karl Buscheck

A veteran of two Olympic tri-
als, Katie Records watches the 

proceedings in Rio with a level of 
appreciation that few can under-
stand. 
	 “I think for me personally 
knowing how much time and hard 
work is spent preparing for the 
Olympics, it makes it that much 
more enjoyable for me to watch,” 
Records said. 
	 For the Acalanes grad, it can 
also be difficult to tune in. 
	 “But then at the same time, it 
makes it that much harder because 
when athletes don’t hit all of their 
dreams or go as fast as they wanted 
to swim,” Records said. “(I know)
they have been training for four 
years — just for those few, honest-
ly, seconds of racing. And if they’re 
lucky, a couple of minutes.”
	 From June 26 to July 3, Re-
cords was among the select group 
of swimmers competing for a spot 
on the Olympic team at the trials 
in Omaha, Nebraska. After swim-
ming in the 200-meter breaststroke 
in 2012, Records took part in the 
100-meter race earlier this summer. 
	 “The second time was defi-
nitely a different experience than 
the first,” Records explained. “The 
first time I was just kind of star 
struck and in awe of the spectacle 
that they created. Whereas the sec-
ond time I knew what to expect — 
granted they had taken the show to 
a whole new level.”
	 Records was a late entrant into 
the world of competitive swim-
ming. 
	 “I didn’t have the dream that 
most young swimmers have when 
they start swimming and they look 
up to the Olympians,” Records 
said. “Obviously, they were incred-
ible, but I never thought that I’d get 
to that level.”
	 Part of the reason is that Re-
cords didn’t commit herself fully 
to the sport until her senior year 
at Acalanes – when she was an 
All-American in the 100-meter 
breaststroke. Before becoming a 
swimming star for the Dons, Re-
cords excelled as a competitive 
Irish Dancer, taking part in a pair of 
world championships. 

	 “I learned so much through 
dance and swimming,” Records 
said. “(I learned) about time man-
agement and leadership and work-
ing with other people. I truly think 
everything paid off in the end and 
everything was worth it.”
	 Back in 2011, as Records 
searched for collegiate opportuni-
ties, she found her options limited. 
	 “Greg Wilson, the coach at (UC 
Santa Barbara), he had been there 
for 35 years by the time I got there 
and he just finished his fortieth year 
and just went into retirement,” Re-
cords said. “He truly was the one 
college coach that was willing to 
give me a shot — even just as a 
walk-on. 
	 Wilson’s bet paid off. 
	 In her first season with the Gau-
chos, Records won the 200-meter 
breaststroke at the Mountain Pa-
cific Sports Federation Champion-
ships and was named the confer-
ence’s Freshman of the Year. It was 
during that breakout season that 
Records first realized she had the 
chance to swim her way to one of 
the biggest stages in the sport.
	 “It wasn’t until after my fresh-
man year in college that I thought I 
might actually have a shot at quali-
fying for the Olympic trials,” Re-
cord said. “So, after my freshman 
year of college championship meet 
it was really my goal to qualify for 
the 2012 Olympic trials.”
	 After her first taste of the tri-
als, Records continued to excel at 
UCSB. In 2015, Records complet-
ed a hat trick at the MPSF Cham-
pionships, winning the 100-meter 
and 200-meter breaststroke along 
with the 200-meter individual med-
ley. That showing also earned her 
the title of UCSB Female Athlete 
of the Year. 
	 “It was such an honor and I 
never thought that it would be 
something that I would be able to 
accomplish or that it was even on 
my radar,” Records said. “But as 
soon as I did see that little bit of 
success and the success that came 
from all that hard work it just made 
you want to work even harder and 
set even higher goals for myself.”

Katie Records at the Lafayette City Meet in 2010             Photos Gint Federas



18 Orinda Way, Orinda • 925-254-7766 •  www.thegannetts.com
Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in 

your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

• Retirement & Income Planning • Estate Planning
• Charitable Planning • Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

We’re more than a
dependable health

professional. 
We’re also your

personal 
health advisor.

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your HealthSM

282 Village Square, Orinda    (925) 254-1211

(925) 482-7112
(925) 253-TAXI (8294)

24/7 AIRPORTS & LOCAL

orindataxi@gmail.com     www.orindataxi.com

107 Orinda Way  •  Orinda  •  925.254.2206
Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
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Residential & Commercial Painting  
Exterior & Interior

Happy & Repeat Customers from San Francisco to Lamorinda

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Fully Insured 456414   
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian	 ...read on page D12

Via Moraga Will Welcome 
Homeowners in Early 2017
By Diane Claytor

For 40 years, Moraga’s Rheem Valley 
Bowl was a popular hangout for Lam-
orindans of all ages. In 1999, the bowl-

ing alley lost its lease and closed its doors. For 
the next five years, the boarded up building 
sat, abandoned and deteriorating. In 2004, the 
building was demolished and drivers on Mora-
ga Road, the main thoroughfare through town, 

viewed an empty lot. 
	 Come early 2017, the site will look bet-
ter than ever and again be populated by young 
couples, empty nesters, families and laughing 
children.
	 Via Moraga, one of several housing de-
velopments going up in Moraga, is looking to 
welcome its new homeowners at the beginning 

of the new year. Developer Signature Homes 
has been working with the town since 2011 to 
build the subdivision of single-family homes 
and, weather permitting, the hope is that con-
struction will be completed within the next six 
months, according to Senka Maricic-Foster, 
Signature’s on-site sales associate.
	 ... continued on page D4

First house in the new development Via Moraga on Moraga Road		  Photo Andy Scheck               
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
8

18
15

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
	 $1,225,000
	 $407,000
	 $890,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
	 $2,485,000
	 $2,595,500
	 $3,205,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
3211 Ameno Drive, $1,300,000, 5 Bdrms, 3325 SqFt, 1936 YrBlt, 6-30-16
1030 Dolores Drive, $1,250,000, 2 Bdrms, 1709 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 7-12-16; 
Previous	 Sale: $810,000, 08-12-04
1367 El Curtola Boulevard, $845,000, 3 Bdrms, 1070 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 7-7-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $730,000, 07-29-08
24 Jennifer Highlands Court, $1,366,500, 4 Bdrms, 3307 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 
7-1-16; 	 Previous	 Sale: $1,420,000, 05-04-07
483 Peacock Boulevard, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 1890 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 7-11-16
1262 Redwood Lane, $2,595,500, 4 Bdrms, 4166 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 7-11-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $2,075,000, 06-28-11
1820 Reliez Valley Road, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2242 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 6-30-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $1,435,000, 12-29-15
496 Silverado Drive, $1,155,000, 3 Bdrms, 2405 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 7-7-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $800,000, 08-12-03
600 Sky Highway Circle, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2598 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 6-30-16
845 Solana Drive, $2,485,000, 3 Bdrms, 1561 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 7-1-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $1,055,000, 09-16-05
15 Southampton Place, $1,363,000, 4 Bdrms, 2465 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 6-29-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $340,000, 06-06-88
1022 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,455,000, 4 Bdrms, 3539 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 6-28-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $1,225,000, 06-30-09
3215 Surmont Drive, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 2089 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 7-13-16
1038 Via Roble, $1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 3256 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 6-28-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $520,000, 10-07-87
1001 Woodbury Road #A301, $1,225,000, 16 Bdrms, 13002 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 
6-30-16; 	 Previous	 Sale: $1,566,000, 11-24-15
MORAGA
613 Augusta Drive, $779,000, 2 Bdrms, 1262 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 7-6-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $710,000, 07-02-14
402 Birchwood Drive, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2226 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 6-30-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $477,000, 05-06-94
7 Carr Drive, $870,000, 4 Bdrms, 1624 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 6-29-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $825,000, 02-22-13
305 Corte Gabriel, $825,000, 3 Bdrms, 2117 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 7-7-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $663,000, 06-02-04
2056 Donald Drive, $1,040,000, 4 Bdrms, 1967 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 6-30-16; 
	 Previous	 Sale: $789,000, 04-25-07
253 Draeger Drive, $1,482,000, 4 Bdrms, 2638 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 7-5-16
100 Eileen Court, $975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2484 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 6-29-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $700,000, 10-25-12
620 Rheem Boulevard, $1,015,000, 4 Bdrms, 1936 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 7-1-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $790,500, 03-07-08  
	 ... continued on page D13

Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle 
925.254.1212 

TheBeaubelleGroup.com 
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 

O�����   
One step into 
this amazing 
property and 

the unobstruct-
ed views of the 
hills of Berkeley 
will take your 
breath away. 

Almost an acre 
of land is      

embraced by 
lush gardens 

that wrap 
around the ap-
prox. 3,000 sf, 
single story,      
4 bed, 3 bath 

home. Walls of 
windows and 
sliding glass 

doors create a 
seamless flow to 

the outdoor 
amenities.   

Offered at 
$1,850,00 



KURT PIPER
925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01130308

Visit our new website at 
luvlamorinda.com

License # 0186677

Prime Trail Neighborhood Opportunity | 3340 Victoria Avenue, Lafayette

Unique opportunity to own an exceptional property on one of the most sought after locations in the trail 
neighborhood. 

Victoria Avenue, with its tree-lined street and lovely residences, is a wonderful part of Lafayette to call 
home. With easy access to town, trail and schools, 3340 Victoria Avenue is a special property not to be 
missed. Expand and preserve this charming early 1900s cottage or build the home of your dreams on 
this pancake flat .32± acre lot. The choice is yours. Offered at $1,100,000 | 3340VictoriaAve.com

Ranked in the Top 1% of realtors in Contra Costa County
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Kitchen in the new home	 Photo Diane Claytor

Via Moraga Will Welcome 
Homeowners in Early 2017
... continued from page D1

	 Seventeen two-story, four-bedroom homes 
are planned for the site directly across the street 
from the Rheem Shopping Center. There are 
three different floor plans available, ranging in 
size from just under 2,000 square feet to 2,570 
square feet. Each home has a finished two-car ga-
rage and a small yard and features premier Kitch-
enAid stainless steel appliances, beautiful quartz 
slab countertops, Moen faucets and showerheads, 
custom beech cabinetry stained in a rich warm 
oak, quality plush carpet, designer selected light 

fixtures and upstairs laundry room.
	 Signature Homes, builder of Pleasanton’s 
renowned Ruby Hill, is known for “providing 
quality homes of enduring appeal.” They believe 
that the “details make the difference” and the out-
standing features incorporated into the bright, 
sunlight-filled Via Moraga homes fully illustrate 
that belief. Each home is prepped for future solar 
installation, and includes a security system, state-
of-the-art home wiring for networking capabili-
ties and High Tech Nest thermostat. The commu-

nity will also include a small park and children’s 
play area, as well as attractive landscaping.
	 There are many ways buyers may customize 
their home and, according to Marcic-Foster, there 
are a number of beautiful top-of-the-line alternate 
design selections available. 
	 Marcic-Foster, who began selling Via Mora-
ga only three months ago, proudly stated that 12 
homes have already sold. The remaining five are 
priced starting at $1.2 million.



AMYROSESMITH

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Suite 103 
Orinda, CA 94563 
Phone: 925.212.3897
Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959 

I love Orinda and all my Orinda clients! I couldn’t do it without you! 
If you are considering Real Estate in Orinda, I’d love to help you!

* 2016 MLS Sales by Volume in Orinda

Orinda is #1 to me

When it comes to Orinda,  
THIS #1 FAN IS #1 IN HOME SALES*.



55+ Community

� Re�nancing?��Purchase?��2nd�Home?�

�
Equal�Housing�Lender.��Prospect�Mortgage,�LLC,�NMLS�ID�#3296,�(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)�is�
a�Delaware�limited�liability�company,�licensed�by�the�Department�of�Business�Oversight�under�the�
California�Residen�al�Mortgage�Lending�Act�.��This�is�not�an�o�er�for�extension�of�credit�or�a�
commitment�to�lend.����Terms�and�condi�ons�apply.��Addi�onal�loan�programs�may�be�availa-
ble.��This�is�not�an�o�er�to�enter�into�a�rate�lock�agreement�under�MN�law,�or�any�other�applicable�
law.�Call�for�details.�3/2015�NMLS�ID�#�1438399�Orinda�Branch�

��Call�Kat�today!�
�Home�Lending�in�Lamorinda�over�25�years.�

Kat Rider  Sales�Manager���NMLS#202928�
Cell:�925.787.1692�
kat.rider@prospectmtg.com� ����������������
8�Camino�Encinas,�Suite�115�Orinda 

believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next.  This is my promise.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

DAVID PIERCE
Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct:  925 254 5984
david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated
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Office:  925-254-8585    ct@clarkthompson.com    
www.clarkthompson.com      

                 
CALBRE# 00903367 

 Springhill Road, Lafayette 

5 Oak Arbor Road, Orinda 

 

 105 Crane Terrace | $3,000,000 23 Ivy Drive  | $1,275,000  244 El Toyonal | $1,395,000 

New Price!  

 10 Van Tassel Lane |  $1,299,000  3 Dollis Park Road | $1,595,000 

Pending!  
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Smart Ideas for Your Student’s Learning Environment
By Michele Duffy
“The secret to getting ahead is getting started.” — Mark Twain

As the promise of a new school year begins it’s a 
timely exercise to review and perhaps redesign 

for success our student’s study area and improve their 
ability to concentrate on their school work. Feng Shui 
can help.
	 Let’s start with a review of the self-knowledge and 
cultivation (skills and wisdom) Bagua area of the Ba-
gua map.
	 SELF KNOWLEDGE and WISDOM 
	 The location on the Feng Shui map for self-knowl-
edge and wisdom is along the front door wall to the 
left corner. Remember to keep in mind that each Ba-
gua area occupies a third of the total floorplan layout, 
not just the corner area.
	 As the new school year approaches we can help set 
up a student’s study area to be more peaceful, powerful 
and successful for them with easy and fun Feng Shui 
adjustments. Children may not always have a choice 
of where they sit in a classroom and most classrooms 
may not be arranged with positive Feng Shui align-
ment. But at home we can improve their ability to fo-
cus, concentrate and retain what they study. 
	 First begin with a review your child’s home study 
area and ask yourself if it worked well in the last school 
year. If not, it may first be a good idea to consider, if 
possible, changing the study location in your home 
altogether. If you have limited space and the dining 
or kitchen table remains the only spot in your home, 

don’t fret as there are still many Feng Shui enhance-
ments that will help a student succeed in studying. 
For example, make sure the student sits at the end of 
the table that is rarely used for eating so they can leave 
their work undisturbed and create more permanency. 
	 Students should sit ideally with their backs to a 
solid wall facing the entrance to the room (The Com-
manding Position), so they are “in command” and feel 
more powerful about the work they must complete. 
	 Next, it is extremely important to keep all study 
areas free of clutter, so invest in storage options that 
tidy the study room. Also check the lighting and use 
stylish floor lamps if necessary to create lots of bright 
light to illuminate their work.
	 If it is possible, based on your home’s layout, to 
place a student's study area in the self-knowledge and 
wisdom area of the Feng Shui Bagua (the entry wall 
to left) of your home, this the most powerful area for 
them to study and work on their schoolwork. This also 
holds true for the possible placement for your home 
office as well. 
	 If you cannot place a student’s study area in the 
self-knowledge and wisdom area of your home — say 
if it is your attached garage or a closet — do not wor-
ry as other areas can also work well with individually 
created Feng Shui enhancements. The most important 
task in any room a student uses to study is declutter-
ing the area where they study as much as possible, to  

create calm and reduce the overall chaotic energy cut-
ter creates, so make sure to consistently tidy this area.
	 If a student studies in their room or another room 

in the home, placing the desk, also in the knowledge 
and wisdom area (entry door wall) of that room, if 
possible, is highly recommended. Next, placing the 
child’s desk also in the Commanding Position is the 
single most important feature of any study environ-
ment. Having a solid wall behind the student while 
they study gives them the physical support of the 
Mountain behind them, and allows them to be in com-
mand of their work.
	 ... continued on page D10

Photo Andy Scheck



CAL BRE# 01491373 

Tony Cristiani                     925.785.8948  tonycristiani@msn.com 

Briones ~ Lifestyle! Live the life you have dreamed of in beautiful Briones - Not just when you are on vacation but  
everyday! 5 acres, 3097sf home, less than 20 min. to Orinda/Lafayette BART! Open Sunday, Aug. 14 from 1-4pm. 
                 $1,475,000 

Dianne & John Pereira   925.297-0321 
ThePereiraTeam@aol.com 

Lafayette ~ 3,320 sq ft, 4 bed, 3.5 bath on 1.27 acre lot in the prestigious Happy Valley Glen neighborhood. Incredible 
natural light in a private setting, this home features 2 master suites, newly remodeled kitchen and beautiful wrap-
around porch overlooking the level front yard. Close to downtown, BART and top rated schools.                 $2,050,000 

Claudia Gohler  ~   925.765.8081 
claudiagohler@gmail.com 
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Michele Duffy, BTB M.F.S. 
is an Orinda resident who, 
since 1999, enjoys creating 
“Space as Medicine” Feng 
Shui one space at a time, 
as well as hiking in nature, 
cooking, and spending time 
with her family; Canyon 
Ranch Feng Shui Master, 
International Feng Shui 
Guild (IFSG) Red Ribbon 
Professional.  To schedule 
a professional 2016 Feng 
Shui Consultation, contact 
Michele at (520) 647-4887 or send an email to spaceharmony@gmail.com.

WEALTH &
PROSPERITY

"Gratitude"

REAR LEFT

Wood
Blues, purple & reds

HEALTH & FAMILY
"Strength"

MIDDLE LEFT

Wood
Blues & Greens

KNOWLEDGE &
SELF CULTIVATION

"Stillness"

FRONT LEFT

Earth
Black, blues & greens

FAME &
REPUTATION

"Integrity"

REAR MIDDLE
Fire
Reds

CENTER

"Earth"

Yellow &
earth tones

CAREER
"Depth"

FRONT MIDDLE

Water
Black & dark tones

LOVE & MARRIAGE
"Receptivity"

REAR RIGHT

Earth
Reds, pinks, & whites

CREATIVITY &
CHILDREN

"Joy"

MIDDLE RIGHT

Metal
White & Pastels

HELPFUL PEOPLE
& TRAVEL

"Synchronicity"

FRONT RIGHT

Metal
White, grey & black

“Front Door”The Bagua Map: Front Door

Quick guide to Self Knowledge and Wisdom Bagua Area 
of Child’s Bedroom: 
•	 De-clutter, tidy and organize;
•	 Activate the self-knowledge area — the left area along wall of the 
	 entry door;
•	 It’s ruled by the Earth element and supported by the Fire element
•	 Minimize Wood and Water elements;
•	 The strong color is blue;
•	 The I CHING Imagery is Mountain
•	 Wisdom is more than the accumulation of knowledge so this area rules 
	 our skillful self-reflection and cultivation, contemplative capacity as well.

	 Declutter, tidy and organize where a student studies. Items that represent 
growth and creativity, like tape measures, encyclopedias and other educational re-
sources, should also be smartly placed in the wisdom area. Bookcases, pens, colored 
pencils and writing tablets or notebooks are perfectly placed here, as well as globes 
of our wonderful Earth. Placing lighting to illuminate what students' study is easy 
to address with table and floor lamps so remember a 60-watt lamp is not sufficient. 
Bump up all lamps to 100 watts and let the learning begin. 
	 Also, try to review the actual desk set-up beyond the Commanding Position. 
Does the student have adequate room to spread out their school work?  If not, con-
sider purchasing or making a new desk that is slightly larger and customized to your 
student’s needs. Check to make sure the chair and the chair height offer comfort 
and support.
	 Place inspirational and calming images of majestic mountains to climb or the 
wonder of our Earth on study area walls and allow them to dream, too. You can also 
place some of the shells and rocks collected on summer beach excursions to the 
study area to activate the Earth element. Or paint the walls a soothing and soft light 
blue or green to stimulate growth and development.

	 Remind a student to develop good study habits that include tackling the tough-
est assignments first, work before play, time management, and also personal care 
with small breaks to stretch, eat, hydrate and rest to refresh.
	 Present the idea of being a lifelong learner with your child and as such, all the 
ways that they learn are important. Limit social media access and instead allow your 
child to softly play classical music in the background that will stimulates concentra-
tion and creativity. Place at least one healthy plant in the study room to stimulate 
upward growth and bring life force (Qi) into the area.
	 As the new school year approaches be motivated to model your own commit-
ment to a student’s success through your proactive interest in reviewing and making 
positive changes to their study environment in your home.
	 Proactively placing emphasis on creating an energized and calming place for 
the learning adventures of our children will set the right tone and start the school 
year out on a positive note. 

Smart Ideas for Your Student’s Learning Environment
... continued from page D8



925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Coming Soon in Moraga!

Offered at $3,500,000 | 13gardinercourt.com

13 Gardiner Court, Orinda
State-of-the-art custom craftsman style home like no other, with 
million dollar views from every room.  Beautifully landscaped 2.43± 

acres with drive-through porte cochere, 3-car garage, covered 
patio, outdoor kitchen and stunning infinity pool/spa with waterfall.  
Secluded setting yet minutes to freeway and BART.
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Digging Deep 
Gardening is Good for Your Mind, Body and Spirit  
By Cynthia Brian
Kings and cabbages go back to compost, but good deeds stay green forever, ~ Rick De Marinis

Gardening is good for you. It rekindles our passions, arouses our senses and 
keeps us in shape. Gardening is a terrific activity for maintaining joint flexi-
bility, bone density, range of motion and, most of all, quality of life. 

	 We have to garden wisely, however, if we don’t want to be complaining about 
aches, pains, bug bites, cuts and injuries, of which I’ve had more than enough to last 
my lifetime. Do a good deed for yourself and heed some handy, healthy tips to safer, 
happy gardening experience. 
	 If you are already a gardener, you know the joys and benefits. For those who 
are about to begin, get ready for a strenuous workout with the music, smells and 
tastes of nature.

Getting Going
1.	 If you have any injuries or illnesses, like all activities, consult your physician 

before beginning.
2.	 Choose a time of day where you can dedicate an hour or so to the task.
3.	 Wear a hat, sunblock, gloves and comfortable clothing.
4.	 Warm up your body with a few stretches or a brisk walk before beginning.
5.	 Despite your enthusiasm, pace your work and avoid being in the same posi-

tion for extended periods. For example, if you are weeding, switch to pruning 
after 45 minutes.

6.	 Use a hand truck to move large, heavy sacks and potted plants.
7.	 Keep your feet on the ground when cutting limbs or harvesting fruit. Use a 

ladder only when you have a spotter. 
8.	 Use the best tools that are strong, yet lightweight.
9.	 Give your back a break. Too much twisting and bending can cause strain. 

Consider raised beds as an alternative if you experience back pain.
10.	 Buy a wheelbarrow. It makes moving easier and saves so much time.
11.	 If you like to kneel while planting or weeding, use a Styrofoam pad to protect 

your knees. Alternate sitting and kneeling. You can also purchase a rolling gar-
den stool.

12.	 Shake it up, varying your chores to work your different muscles. Carrying, lift-
ing, mowing, blowing, pruning, raking, sweeping, deadheading, digging, weed-
ing, arranging, even smelling the roses all activate different muscles and senses.

13.	 Take frequent breaks to avoid stiffness or tightness.
14.	 Drink plenty of water to rehydrate.

Get fit. Get gardening. Get doing good deeds for you.
... continued on page D15

Is there anything more bucolic than a waterfall cascading into a pond?	 Photos Cynthia Brian

Choke Weed, although green, is an invasive nuisance.
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925.932.5432
www.sewerinspections.com

Sewer Inspections & Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated

Video Inspections & Locating

Overfl ow Protection Devise Installation

38 Years of Experience 

Sewers Unclogged

Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

MORAGA ... continued
170 Shuey Drive, $1,190,000, 3 Bdrms, 1930 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 6-28-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $142,000, 10-25-79
137 Via Joaquin, $745,000, 2 Bdrms, 1921 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 6-29-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $645,000, 02-12-14
809 Villa Lane #2, $407,000, 2 Bdrms, 952 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 6-29-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $391,000, 04-25-05
149 Westchester Street, $835,000, 3 Bdrms, 1892 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 6-30-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $545,500, 03-04-11
ORINDA
63 Bates Boulevard, $1,560,000, 3 Bdrms, 2126 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 7-1-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,099,000, 03-28-14
38 Crestview Drive, $1,275,000, 3 Bdrms, 1875 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 7-7-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $989,000, 02-14-08
42 Crestview Drive, $2,675,000, 2 Bdrms, 2564 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 6-29-16
230 Glorietta Boulevard, $1,620,000, 4 Bdrms, 3478 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 7-7-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $550,000, 05-28-97
15 Hilldale Court, $2,600,000, 5 Bdrms, 5270 SqFt, 1933 YrBlt, 7-1-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $3,000,000, 04-28-06
237 La Espiral, $1,500,000, 2 Bdrms, 2338 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 7-8-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $929,000, 01-18-12
97 Meadow View Road, $1,435,000, 3 Bdrms, 2135 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 6-28-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $850,000, 08-30-06
3 Monterey Terrace, $2,800,000, 5 Bdrms, 4312 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 6-29-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $700,000, 01-06-89
250 Moraga Way, $1,130,000, 3 Bdrms, 2576 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 6-28-16
463 Moraga Way, $890,000, 4 Bdrms, 1871 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 6-30-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $475,000, 12-13-02
60 Muth Drive, $1,010,000, 3 Bdrms, 2000 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 7-6-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $90,000, 10-08-76
108 Overhill Road, $3,205,000, 5 Bdrms, 3724 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 7-1-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,201,000, 10-03-03
16 Valley View Drive, $2,590,000, 4 Bdrms, 3282 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 7-8-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $2,400,000, 05-25-06
2 Van Ripper Lane, $2,735,000, 6 Bdrms, 4423 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 6-28-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,110,000, 11-05-93
411 Wovenwood, $1,090,000, 3 Bdrms, 2150 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 7-11-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $939,000, 10-10-08

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded	
... continued from page D2  

Obtaining a Mortgage is Not Easy These Days!!
Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!
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RELAX and rejuvenate around a pond, stream, or waterfall in a garden. 
VISIT the National Heirloom Expo, Sept. 6, 7 and 8 in Santa Rosa for the world’s pure food fair. www.
theheirloomexpo.com
PROTECT your pet by knowing which plants are toxic to them such as daffodils, hemlock and oleander. 
See a full list at www.aspca.com
CREATE mini herb gardens in window boxes or strawberry pots. Buy four-inch pots of sage, lemon 
thyme, basil, and parsley for a pretty and aromatic edible display.
DEEP-soak trees like magnolia or redwoods, especially when you see them dropping abundant leaves.
SOOTHE cuts, burns, bites and reduce redness after too much summer sunbathing by planting the 
succulent aloe. Cut off a piece of the spike, squeeze out the anti-inflammatory and antiseptic gel to apply 
directly to your skin. 
HARVEST Asian pears, apples, peppers, squash, tomatoes and eggplant.
ADD color to your planters with bright, perennial pelargoniums. My favorite colors are the deep maroon 
and bright pink. 
MAKE a statement on your porch or patio by grouping urns and pots planted with pretty petunias and 
pansies.
PULL up a chair next to a hummingbird feeder and let the show begin as hummingbirds enchant you 
with their chatter, twitters, squeaks and songs. Their hovering wings buzz, trill and thrill. 
CONTINUE to compost all of your vegetable and non-meat scraps including cabbages (no Kings).
SET a table outdoors using your favorite tableware and glasses for an upscale meal alfresco on a hot 
August night. 

Trending in my garden:
-	 Naked Ladies are dancing in the breeze.
-	 Tomatoes are finally red and sweet, although most don’t make it to my kitchen. I 

eat most of them right off the vine with a snip of nearby arugula and basil
-	 Deer have been deterred from my orchard and garden with fencing. 
-	 Pearl’s Premium lawn is green with some bare and brown spots, but definitely 

looking better this summer than any previously seeded grass.
-	 Choke weed is invading. It spreads rapidly, choking out the nutrients and sun-

light needed for other plants to grow. I wage a constant pulling battle against it. 
-	 Fluorescent pink crape myrtle trees are in full bloom, attracting hummingbirds 

and bees. 
-	 Incredible amounts of exercise for me as I pull hoses up and down hillsides to 

keep plants alive. 
Gardening is good 
for my body, mind 
and soul as long as I 
give my back a break. 

Do good deeds, stay 
healthy, and enjoy the 
month of August.

Happy Gardening and 
Happy Growing!

Cynthia Brian’s Mid-month Gardening Tips

Crape myrtle trees are beautiful in every season.   Photos Cynthia Brian

Family owned in 
Moraga since 1987

Lic.: #611120

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew EdwardsCalifornia Trees

Darren lives his life with passion, and trees have been his passion since he was a kid,
working with his father in the tree care company, he is a firm believer in the power of
planning, and in the importance of giving back to those aspects of life that sustain you.
California has a rich horticultural history and many extraordinary specimens of trees can
be seen in nearly every community here. Each of the many tree species provides unique
form, texture, color and often aroma. These are the trees that provide shade, help to
conserve energy, improves property value, reduces storm-water runoff, sequester CO2,
mitigate air pollution, and make urban living healthier and more peaceful. “We all have a
role to play in planning for the future of our trees”. So invest in the future and plant the
correct type of tree in the proper location. So don’t wait until it’s too late, have a
complete  inspection by a Certified Arborist at 
Advance Tree Service.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees.

Blue Agapanthus is complemented by the pink oleander in the rear.
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Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

©2016
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at 
www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, 
and consultant.  

For Increased Health Benefits, Add These 
Simple Greens to your Plot
1.	 Dandelion Greens: I know, everyone considers 
dandelions weeds but these weeds are high in vitamin A, 
actually 10 times more than a serving of broccoli.
2.	 Leeks: Rich in vitamin B folate, these onion relatives 
are heart healthy, preventing blood clots.
3.	 Arugula: My most favorite green, arugula provides 
more nitrates than spinach or rhubarb delivering ener-
gizing oxygen to the rest of your body. Maybe arugula is 
my secret ingredient to my exuberant energy.
4.	 Bok Choy: Great for bone health, two cups of this 
crunchy green delivers as much calcium as half a glass 
of milk plus 80 percent of your daily requirement for 
vitamin K. 
5.	 Swiss Chard: 
A great source of 
blood balancing nu-
trients, Swiss Chard 
prevents blood sugar 
spikes and dips 
while being a top 
source of magne-
sium. 

Blue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED

Lic# 818633

Digging Deep
... continued from page D12

Charming arrangements of urns and pots with petunias and pansies.

Cynthia Brian encourages planting the 
succulent aloe to ease summer burns and bits. 

family owned since 1933

redeem your McDonnell bucks in August

Flowers • Trees • Succulents • Pottery & Fountains
Benches • Garden Decor • House Plants • Gifts

Jewelry • Landscape Consultation



ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

ORINDA MORAGA MORAGA LAFAYETTE

LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

MARTINEZ PLEASANT HILL WALNUT CREEK WALNUT CREEK

23 Ivy Drive Opportunity
abounds in unique living of 2 units
in one house (or combined for 1
large home).  Beautifully updated
with new baths + kitchens & lovely
quality features. Quiet & peaceful
setting.                       $1,270,000

10 Van Tassel Lane Exceptional
custom remodel of highest quality,
lovely craftsmanship. Prime Sleepy
Hollow street. One level living with
vaulted ceilings, Chef’s kitchen.
Pool, lawns, gardens add to allure.

$1,299,000

244 El Toyonal Forever views
across Orinda to Mt. Diablo. Truly
delightful living spaces on 2 levels
w/ modern remodeled kitchen, living
rm & dining rm open to outside w/
extensive decking/ views. Bonus
offices.    $1,395,000

16 La Cintilla This exquisite
OCC 6bd/6ba two story residence is
located on a private oak-studded .30
acre lot. Vaulted ceilings, open flr
pln, gourmet kitchen, spacious game
rm & priv. au-pair guest suite.

$1,999,000

105 Crane Terrace Exceptional
4.87 acre gated estate traditional of
incredible appeal on alluring knoll,
private setting of panoramic views.
Classic custom craftsmanship. Lovely
grounds w/ lawns, gardens, mature
trees. $3,000,000

735 Augusta Drive Detached,
desirable MCC plan 13 on large .42
acre lot with huge yard setback
from street! Pool, hot tub &
flagstone patio. Large master suite
upstairs with deck, walk in closet &
views. $1,195,000

8 Ravenhill Lane Tucked on a
quiet lane near Los Perales School,
this has it all – 5bd, 2.5ba, .66 acres
w/sweeping westerly views. Sunny
updated family rm/ kitchen, hdwd
flrs, level yard + a chicken coop!
Serene privacy. $1,375,000

3644 Mosswood Drive Duplex
offers a lot of flexibility. Rent both
sides, live in one side & rent the other
or open wall and live in both. Total of
4bd/2ba & 2068 square feet.
Convenient location.

$1,100,000

3455 Goyak Drive Great open-
space floor plan of granite kitchen,
informal dining, large family area,
viewing deck, garden & entertaining
areas. Walk to Springhill Elementary and
Acalanes High.

$1,278,000

2079 Reliez Valley Road
Lovely 3bd/3ba home w/huge
beautiful yard &waterfall. Open flr
plan w/French drs leading to flagstone
patio. Updated kitchen &bath. Plans
avail. for kitchen expansion if desired.
Over 2300 sq. ft.! $1,295,000

859 Acalanes Road Private drive
leads to a renovated home w/gourmet
updated kitchen w/cherry cabinets &
granite counter tops; low level in law
unit w/kitchen & sep. entrance. Views,
stone patios & prof. landscape.

$1,395,000

1155 Camino Vallecito Esheric
Architectural Mid Century. Spectacular
2ac Happy Vly Estate. Beaut. updated,
walls of glass, Fr. doors, high ceilings,
pano views. Kit/fam rm, stunning
liv/din rms, cabana/ba. Top schools. 

$3,595,000

1887 Olympic Drive
Traditionally-styled 4 bed/2 bath home
of 1517 sf on corner lot of cul-de-sac.
Open kitchen/family combo floor plan
adjoining spacious living rm. Fresh
paint, new carpet & flooring. Cozy
backyard w/deck.   $479,000

204 Greenwich Drive  Totally
remodeled in 2007 3 bed 2 bath home
located in sought after area of P.H.
Beautiful backyard, updated kitchen,
dual pane windows. Side patio located
off dining rm. Expansion possibilities.

$675,000

625 Shadowhawk Way 
Beautiful level-in Rossmoor home on
Grey Eagle Ridge w/ views, large
patio, plantation shutters, high ceilings
& attached 2 car gar. Large eat-in
kitchen & family rm. New HVAC. 
Call for appt. $1,475,000

156 Brodia Way  
New construction by KT Builders, a
local, high-end home builder.
Captivating views of Mt. Diablo &
La Casa Via Valley. High ceilings,
open flr pln & large .92ac lot at end
of cul de sac. $1,895,000

New Price New Listing

New Price New Listing

New Price New Listing

New Listing Back on Market

New ListingNew Listing New Listing

L amorinda’s  L eading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on Sunday Open Homes

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore 

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker




