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New Artistic Director
for Town Hall Theater

By Sophie Braccini

Suzie Shepard has been onstage and behind-the-scenes for Town Hall.

t’s been only two years since Joel

Roster became artistic director
at Lafayette’s Town Hall Theater.
But the young director, actor and
educator was given a hard-to-resist
opportunity that is taking him fur-
ther west on a new adventure. To
replace him, the theater’s board has
asked Suzie Shepard to become in-
terim director — at least to lead the
coming season.

The shows have already been
lined up and the directors chosen,
and Shepard says she will focus on
getting audiences in the seats and
concentrate on fundraising.

Town Hall audiences know
Shepard for the many roles she
played there, always bringing forth
her vivaciousness and delightful
positive energy. She was Edwin
Drood in the eponymous play, she
played Veronica in “God of Car-
nage,” and in “Company” she was
Amy - a role for which she re-
ceived a Shelly Award.

But the most brilliant actors do
not necessarily make the cut for
theater artistic direction. The rea-
sons why the board asked Shepard
to take the helm are to be found off
the stage. Besides her acting career,
Shepard had a life in academia in
the area of recreation. Her under-
graduate degree was in theater
arts, and she focused her graduate
degree on the study of the creative
process. She eventually became a
lecturer at San Jose State.

“l helped to design a course
on how to create a meaningful life
by engaging in the creative pro-
cess throughout one’s life span,”
says Shepard, “When people are
engaged in a creative project that
inspires them, they derive from it a
sense of self-realization and focus
less on aging.”

Because of her research and
interests, when the theater’s board
of directors went on a retreat a
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year ago to focus their strategy
and structure, they asked her to
facilitate the meeting. Then she
also worked with staff during their
three-year goal setting and strategic
planning session.

“I think that it was then a natu-
ral choice for the board to offer me
the interim position,” says Shepard.
The new artistic director is slip-
ping in shoes that have been nicely
warmed by Roster: the full 2016-17
season is ready to go.

“They have got the art right,”
says Shepard. “My job now is to
get the people in the door and reig-
nite the fundraising.”

Roster will take over as the
Conservatory Production Associate
at Berkeley Playhouse, “essentially
the production manager for their
youth theatre program,” he said.
THT had been a fertile growing
ground for Roster who started there
as an actor, led the education pro-
gram, directed many plays before
taking over as artistic director. But
even if Roster called the Lafayette
theater his home for 13 years, even
if he met his wife there (Ginny
Wehrmeister, who continues as ed-
ucation director), he could not say
no to the new opportunity.

He introduces Shepard as a
wonderful, dynamic supporter of
Town Hall, who has dazzled audi-
ences in a number of plays there.
“She is an absolute treasure of a
human being, and a brilliant artist,”
he adds.

The first play of the THT sea-
son, opening Oct. 1, is “The Man
Who Shot Liberty Valance.” Shepa-
rd says that the play, with this very
masculine title, is an intriguing and
multi-faceted story that speaks of
love, literacy and our past history
in the western United States.

“It takes place between 1890
and 1910 on the west frontier
where old settlers and new people

from the east and their modernistic
views are being confronted,” she
explains with excitement.

She also brags about “The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever” that will
be co-directed by Lynda Divito, an
equity actress from the “Rosemary
Clooney Musical” at the Center
REPertory Company, coming with a
New-York background. She’ll co-di-
rect along with THT’s Justin Dupuis.

“We will showcase local chil-
dren in the show. It is very fun, 50
minutes long, a perfect family out-
ing for the holidays,” says Shepard.

Later in the season she adds that
Liz Curtis, whom she considers to
be the most amazing jazz singer in
the community, will be the lead of
“Smokey Joe’s Cafe.”

The last show of the season will
be Oscar Wilde’s “A Woman of No
Importance,” directed by Susan
Hovi, who also directed “God of
Carnage” at THT.

As far as continuing with the
artistic direction past this first sea-
son, Shepard is prudent. She says it
is like a marriage. “Both the board
and I have to decide if this is a good
match for a long term relationship,”
she says.
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Judy’s Nail Salon
TR
New Partnership

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $50
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $35

Full Set or Shellac Gels $30

i FREE Hot Wax or Designs or Buffer Shinny i THANKYOU
i For any combination Nails & Feet service i LAMORINDA
(Please Bring Coupon When You Visit Our Shop) : CUSTOMERS

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga * (925) 377-9997 < Judy: 925-708-3448
Mon — Sat: 10 - 7 Sun: 10 -6 <+ Kath: 510-908-2307

Come Join the Fun in 2016!
Everyone's Welcome at the 22nd Annual

Saturday, Sept. 24, 10-8 * Sunday, Sept. 25., 11-7

Sponsored by St. John the Evangelist Orthodox Church
On the Church Grounds at 501 Moraga Way, Orinda

Fabulous Foods ¢ Live Entertainment * Folk Dancing * Bazaar
Crafts * Book Store- Middle Eastern Heritage Exhibits & Talks
Fun & Games for Children of All Ages

For information: www.stjohnorinda.org - or call 925-258-4255

GRADES K-12
Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry

Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

MtNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

 f}

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING | =
& HOMEWORK HELP @
Must present coupon. New students only. g

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

94 Hour Concierge Service

Live, Shop and Play
In the Heart of Downtown Walnut Creek!

Secure Gated Community
Door to Door Van Service for

Year-

Partn

Appointments and Shopping
Mouth-Watering Dining at our Newton’s Restaurant

Certified Fitness Trainers with Live2B Healthy Program
Upgraded 1,2 and 3 Bedroom Apartments

Round Pool and Spa

ered with Home Care Assistance/Alamo Office AllInclusive

Living for
Active Seniors

925-943-7427

1785 Shuey Avenue e Walnut Creek, CA 94596

www.theheritagepointe.com
Off Bonanza Street between California and Mt. Diablo Blvds.

Opening MNight
Thursday September 8,
6:00PM Rheem Theatre

6:00PM Opening Night Mixer
includes CAIFF’s Official Wine -

Zemrak-Pirkle, meat and cheese
platters from Cine Cuvée and sushi
from Sushi Fighter. Tickets $25

Opening Night Feature Film:

Festival Schedule:

Orinda Theatre — Friday September 9
12:30 PM — Shorts Program A — Make Us Laugh
2:00 PM — 2016 CAIFF Composer Contest

4:00 PM — Short and Feature film

6:30 PM — Short and Feature fim

8:30 PM — Short and Feature Flm

Rheem Theatre — Saturday September 10
10:00 AM — Iron Filmmaker Contest

| 1:30 AM — Documentary

1:30 PM — Shorts Program B — Crimes and Misdemeanors
3:00 PM — Children’s Program

5:30 PM — Short and Feature Flm

8:00 PM — Short and Feature Flm

Castro Theatre — Saturday September 10
1:00 PM — Short and Feature Flm

3:30 PM — Short and Feature Fim

6:30 PM - Short and Feature Flm

9:00 PM — Feature Film

Orinda Theatre - Sunday September | |
12:00 PM — Shorts Program C — Love and Friendship

Miles

USA 2016 - Comedy/Drama - 90 min

Director: Nathan Adloff

Opening Night Short Film: aRlSElE!

20.15 . 7:15 PM — The World We Live In Documentary Program
Ammatlon Rheem Theatre — Tuesday September 13

8 min 6:30 PM — Sapporo Short Fest Showcase

Director: 7:30 PM — CAIFF 201 6 Audience Award Winner

John Lewis Rheem Theatre — Wednesday September 14

The Story of Percival Pil

|:45 PM — Short and Feature Fim

4:00 PM — Short and Feature Flm

6:15 PM — Feature Film

8:30 PM — Documentary

Rheem Theatre — Monday September 12
6:30 PM — Bay Area Documentary Program

6:30 PM — 201 6 Slate Award Short Film Winner's
7:30 PM — 2016 Slate Award Best Feature Flm Winner

ts

Pickup a free guide at the Rheem or Orinda Theatre or at local stores





