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Art has the power to amuse, 
anger, intrigue and inspire. It 

can bind a community together or 
divide it in two, serve as a catalyst 
for conversation or the impetus of a 
movement. Exhibitions don’t make 
it into galleries simply by chance, 
but through careful curation and ar-
duous selection.
	 This fall the Saint Mary’s Col-
lege Museum of Art — a local gem 
tucked in the back of SMC’s cam-
pus — will simultaneously house 
two professionally-curated exhi-
bitions, “The American Soldier” 
(open through Dec. 18) and “Social 
Justice: It Happens to One, It Hap-
pens to All” (open through Dec. 
11), both of which were selected 
with a nod toward the upcoming 
election. The exhibitions will kick 
off on Sunday, Sept. 18 with an 
opening reception (see sidebar). 
Other curators and artists will also 
be present.
	 According to Kyla Porter 
Tynes, gallery manager at SMC, 
the curatorial committee looks for 
exhibitions that are, “interesting, 
timely, and appropriate for the 
campus and community.” Tynes 
believes that these two exhibitions 
will appeal as much to the local 
community as they will to the col-
lege campus. Both have the capac-
ity to reframe common perceptions 
and serve as conversational cata-
lysts. 
	 “The art really speaks to the 
viewer,” said Tynes. “(It) evokes 

empathy or causes an impetus for 
change. Each piece stands on its 
own, and, viewed in their entirety, 
they speak to the (larger) topic.”
“Social Justice: It Happens to 
One, It Happens to All”
	 For curators Karen Gutfreund 
and Sherri Cornett, that larger topic 
is social justice. Their exhibition, 
“Social Justice: It Happens to One, 
It Happens to All,” raises the ques-
tion of how we create a more just 
and free world for ourselves and 
future generations.
	 “Art and museum galleries give 
us a permissible venue in which to 
process and meditate on the trag-
edies around us and in the larger 
world,” the curators write in their 
catalog. They wanted to create an 
exhibit that would present opportu-
nities for reflection, dialog, connec-
tion and community engagement.
	 Following the incarceration of 
a Connecticut woman who had en-
rolled her son in an out-of-district 
kindergarten, Gutfreund and Cor-
nett started brainstorming around 
artistic reactions to current social, 
economic and political issues. 
Tynes reached out to them with a 
proposition for an exhibition, and 
the women sent out national call for 
artwork. Two years later, the exhi-
bition is debuting.
	 The show, which consists of 
43 installed pieces and a looped 
slideshow of an additional 46 
works, was created by a broad de-
mographic of artists with diverse 

backgrounds. The topics of the ex-
hibition range from abuse, to edu-
cation access, to race, immigration 
and homelessness.
	 “It’s a lot to absorb,” said Cor-
nett, “Which is part of why it’s up 
for three months.”
	 As a special kick-off to the ex-
hibition, over 15 of the artists will 
join a panel discussion on art and 
social justice from 2-2:45 p.m. on 
Sept. 18, prior to the opening re-
ception in SMC’s Soda Center. The 
discussion will include a video.
	 “It’s going to be really power-
ful to have those artists in the room, 
answering questions of why they 
do what they do and how they go 
into social justice work,” said Cor-
nett.
“The American Soldier”
	 Tony- and Emmy-award win-
ning curator, director, writer and 
producer Cyma Rubin, curator and 
producer of “The American Sol-
dier,” will also speak at the recep-
tion. An exhibition of 116 photo-
graphs that covers nine wars from 
the Civil War to Iraq, “The Ameri-
can Soldier” is both a visual pro-
gression and a tribute to US mili-
tary.
	 The exhibition has been viewed 
by over a million people during its 
installations in presidential librar-
ies, universities, museums and his-
tory centers. 
	 ... continued on page B5
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Orinda Village 1 Camino Sobrante #5, Orinda (Across from Safeway, Next to Starbucks) 925-254-7474
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At Care Indeed,  
you have a voice 
because we listen.
We take the time to understand your  
needs, and offer solutions that address 
every aspect of your care... the kind of care 
that you want and makes you happy.

At Care Indeed, 
we listen because 

we care.
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(925) 317-3080• (925) 402-4411 
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Two Striking Exhibits Highlight Fall 
Semester at SMC’s Museum of  Art
By A.K. Carroll
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Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org 

A Marriage Weekend
A Revolutionary Approach to Deeper Connections in Marriage

Friday, October 7, 7-9:30pm & Saturday, October 8, 1-5:30pm
Call Colleen with questions 925.376.4800 ext. 285 or register online

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com
Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. 

Franchise opportunities available.

Rachel Moran, LMFT 
Psychotherapy for Adolescents, Adults, 

Couples and Families 

Depression 
Anxiety 

Life Transitions 
Relational Conflicts 

Substance Abuse 
Eating Disorders 

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 210, Orinda 
www.rachelmoranmft.com    

rachel@rachelmoranmft.com   
(925)330-5773 

Opening Receptions
Visit “The American Soldier” and “Social Justice: It Happens to One, 
It Happens to All” at Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art. Exhibits 
open at 11 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 18. The opening reception for “Social 
Justice” will be from 1:15-2 p.m. with a conversation with the artists. 
The opening reception for “The American Soldier” will be at 2 p.m. 
with a lecture by producer and curator Cyma Rubin. The museum is 
located at 1928 St. Mary’s Rd. in Moraga and is open from 11 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Wednesdays through Sundays. Admission is $5 for all 
adults. Youth (K-12), military veterans, and SMC faculty, staff and 
students are free. For more information, visit www.stmarys-ca.edu/
saint-marys-college-museum-of-art/come-visit.




