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Flag Brigade to Mark
15th Anniversary of 9/11

By Pippa Fisher

The Flag Brigade will mark 15 years since 9/11.

s it has done unfailingly since

the tragic events of Sept. 11,
2001, the Lafayette Flag Brigade
will mark this year’s 15th anni-
versary with a remembrance and
candlelight vigil on the EI Curtola
Bridge overcrossing, high above
Highway 24.

This is a family oriented, edu-
cational and nonpolitical event.
This year particularly its emphasis
is on educating those younger than
20 years old who would have been
too young to remember the events
of 9/11. The bridge will feature
educational displays, including a
Sept. 11 and Sept. 12, 2001, news-
paper headlines display booth. Free
commemorative flags will be avail-
able for children.

The largest overpass flag dis-
play in the state is fully sanctioned
by the California Highway Patrol
as it has been for many years.

The remembrance starts at 4
p.m. and includes local Blue Star
Moms, a special patriotic musical
program and Lafayette Boy Scouts
Troop 243, who will be presenting
the colors. Local speakers will re-
flect on 9/11 and how it personally
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affected them. This will include an
open mic for those in attendance
wishing to speak. As before, resi-
dents are encouraged to join in and
to bring their special flag to dis-
play. The participants fly the flags
in honor of those who died but also
rally around the flag that unites all
and defines us as Americans.

At dusk the candlelight vigil
will begin. Since it is the 15th an-
niversary, the organizers are hoping
to “pack the bridge.” They antici-
pate this will be the largest candle-
light vigil to date.

Jim Minder is the Lafayette
Flag Brigade founder. “The words,
‘never forget’ are a reminder that
history repeats itself, but they also
represent a battle cry, much the
same as ‘remember Pearl Harbor’
or ‘remember the Alamo’ were
calls to arms,” he says.

He says that over the years they
have relied on volunteers to help
and this year is no exception. If you
would like to help, contact Patty
O’Day at 925-209-5250.

To find out more, visit the web-
site www.nevereverforget911.com.
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Local Dads Helping Others

... continued from page Al

The board meets on a monthly
basis, with the mission to provide
social outreach around Lamorinda.

Brian Britton is president of the
board, which consists of 14 mem-
bers who come from a variety of
backgrounds, from high-tech to
law enforcement. This variety of
background and talent is key to
the huge potential for success of
the new group. As Britton reflected
on their first meetings he said they
realized that, “Collectively, we can
do more.”

Britton said the board had iden-
tified the three main veins for their
focus: education, battered women
and children, and the under-privi-
leged. While not governed by city
limits, LGB benefits organizations
mostly located in Contra Costa
County. It is not affiliated with just
one single charity and members
have a direct influence on where
resources are focused.

One of its first philanthropic
activities was a clothing drive, col-
lecting professional clothes to do-
nate to Wardrobe for Opportunity,
a nonprofit dedicated to assisting
low-income individuals in their
efforts to find employment. Lam-
orinda Gives Back collected over
250 articles of clothing from the
one drive, providing clothing for
25 low-income people for job in-
terviews.

Most recently in July LGB
held its First Annual Summer
Field Party with the fun theme of

“Bluegrass. Barbecue. Bourbon.”
Attended by 160 people and spon-
sored by several local businesses,
they raised over $20,000 for Shel-
ter Inc., a local nonprofit focusing
on housing. Future philanthropic
events are in the planning stages.

“The need is not just financial,”
said board member Ryan Harley.
He made the point that the group
has plenty of manpower available
and are prepared to give time also,
for example painting, fixing and
generally helping where needed.
He said that there is a wealth of tal-
ent among the 75 members.

The organization even has its
own mascot — a llama that named
LAMA (derived from “Lamorin-
da”).

There has been significant in-
terest in Lamorinda Gives Back,
especially since it opened up a
“suggestions” section on its web-
site giving people the opportunity
to suggest recommendations on
where to focus efforts.

Residents can sign up for its
newsletter and find out more about
upcoming activities and events
on its website at www.lamorinda-
givesback.org.

Meanwhile, the group is plan-
ning a holiday event, which will be
an opportunity to get together with
friends and the community while
benefitting a good cause.

These dads know what they’re
doing.
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Estate

Timeless!
Property

56 Merrill Circle North, Moraga
Exquisite traditional estate on 1.06

N
“ acre w/view. 6426 sqft, 6 Br, 5 Ba,

paneled office, in-law suite. Call for showing.

15 Merrill Drive, Moraga
Beautiful Georgian Colonial home

N
“ with striking curb appeal. 4525

sqft, 5 Br, 4.5 Ba. Gorgeous kitchen. In-law.

$3,295,000 www.56MerrillCir.com $2,595,000 www.15MerrillDr.com
Sanders Sale
Ranch Pending!

3 Crockett Drive, Moraga
Wonderful updated Sanders

N
Ranch home with pool and spa.

3730 sqft, 4 Br, 3 Ba plus nice office.

156 Ardith Drive, Orinda
Updated single level home with

great views. 3181 sqft, 4 Br, 4 Ba,

with extra office. Beautiful grounds & solar.
$2,099,990 www.3CrockettDr.com $1,750,000 www.156ArdithDr.com

i BRIl
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUUP
925 254-3030 www.Orinda.com
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Update on
Roundabout
Financing

hile the lowest bid came

in higher than expected at
$1.7 million, the roundabout cur-
rently under construction at the
intersection of Pleasant Hill Road
and Olympic Boulevard is entirely
funded by the Contra Costa Trans-
portation Authority Measure J sales
tax, according to Transportation
Planner James Hinkamp. Voters
overwhelmingly approved Mea-
sure J in 2004. It is a continuation
of the county’s half-cent sales tax
that funds transportation projects.
— C. Tyson

Lafayette
School District
Board to See
New Faces

This coming November sees
three candidates running for two
vacant seats on the Lafayette
School District board of trustees.
Incumbents Jean Follmer and
Nancy Wallace opted not to run
again.
Candidates:

Meredith Meade

Robert Sturm

Mark Kindhouse
Look for candidate interviews in
the Oct. 5 Lamorinda Weekly.
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17 Mayfield Place, Moraga

A truly special opportunity to own a
turn-key 2,422+/-st home including a
310+/-sf casita with small living &
sleeping areas, kitchenette & stunning
full bath. Situated on a peaceful cul-de-
sac, this 4BD/2.5BA home has terrific
living spaces and enjoys stunning views
of the Moraga hills and beyond. This
loveyl .80+/-ac property offers a
sparkling pool, great entertaining
areas, vegetable beds and a fruit tree
orchard. Close to K-8 schools, Moraga
Ranch Pool and Rancho Laguna Park.

Call for Price

Baguwnad Beaty
507 Winchester Court, Lafayette

Located in a highly coveted gated community
known as Baywood sits this gorgeous turn-key
3,489+/- st. home. This cul-de-sac treasure
enjoys a wonderful floorplan including 5BD,
3.5BA and a remodeled kitchen that opens to
the great room. Warm and inviting, this home
is situated on a .37+/- ac. lot that backs up fo
Briones Regional Park.
507Winchester.com

Offered at $1,749,000

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi lves 925.788.8345 | Kaaren Brickman 925.351.5049
www.BrydonlvesTeam.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466 BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01932119






