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“Tanna’ is a Genuine Story Of Love Among The People Of Vanuatu

By Sophie Braccini

TWO TRIBES.

Tanna
(44 Tanna,” is amovie and a voy-
age to the small South Pa-
cific island of Vanuatu; rarely has
a fiction been so close to reality. It
is a geographical exploration, and
even more importantly, an ethno-
logical voyage; it is a love story;
it also shows the challenges faced
by a self-governing people almost

ONE LOVE.
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overtaken by those who conquered
them. In this movie, the people of
Tanna show us how to stay true to
one’s traditions while continuing to
be relevant as the world changes
around them.

“Tanna” will play at the Orin-
da Theater for a week starting on
Oct. 7, part of the International

Film Showcase that, almost every
month, shows a foreign movie not
yet released locally.

“Tanna” recounts a true story
that took place there in 1987, told
and played by the children of those
who lived it. According to ancestral
ways, it is the parents that decide
who marries whom. Marriage is a
way to create peace and to mix the
different tribes. This rule was never
challenged until a young couple
fell in love and tried to change the
“kastom” (custom).

The story is simple and has
been told many times, in many
different ways, by many different
cultures. But the questions that are
asked here are not trivial. First we
are curious about these people who
run around wearing grass skirts or
penis sheaths. We suffer for them
when we see that this small num-
ber of humans, living on an island
of only 210 square miles kill each
other over old grudges that do not
make any sense to us. We won-
der with them about the nature of
love, of attachment, of belonging
and identity. And we want them to
be able to preserve their island of
uniqueness in our ocean of confor-
mity.

It is a drama, of course, with

moments of lightness and joy. The
people of Tanna teach us a lesson
as they gain heightened awareness
and understand the futility of their
disputes.

One of the most remarkable
features of this movie, and why it
is an absolute must-see, is that it is
as close as it could ever be to real
life. The two Australian directors,
Martin Butler and Bentley Dean,
came from the documentary field.
They decided together to create a
fiction on Tanna, they went there
with that desire but no real story-
line. What inspired them was that
this group of people living so close
to our civilization and its facilities
have deliberately decided to live
without it.

While living on the island they
were told the love story and decid-
ed this would be their movie.

The film is performed entirely
by the Yakel tribe on Tanna. As
Butler explains it the chief plays
the chief, the medicine man plays
the medicine man, etc. The only
person not from the Yakel tribe
is Wawa, the young girl, because
all the girls from the village were
too shy and would never look the
young man in the eye or get close
to him. The young girl who plays

Wawa is from a village close to the
coast.

When the two directors arrived
on Tanna, the villagers, who live
without electricity, had never seen
a movie before. After seeing one
on the laptop of the two producers,
they decided to go along.

There was no script to the mov-
ie. Every day, the directors would
gather with the villagers and dis-
cuss what they wanted to achieve.

Butler and Dean came back to
the island in 2015 to show the mov-
ie to the islanders. The devastating
cyclone Pam had killed many, and
even if there was no casualty in the
Yakel village, all the habitations
and many trees had been destroyed.
They nonetheless gathered to see
the movie.

Dean says that the next morn-
ing they gave the two men the best
review ever. “The chief of the vil-
lage came to us and said, ‘We know
you and Martin came here with
your idea to make a film with your
equipment and stuff, but we just
want to inform you that we con-
sider this our film.””

More information at www.lam-
orindatheatres.com.

A Full Baroque Experience Opens Pacific Chamber Orchestra’s Season
By Sophie Braccini

The Pacific Chamber Orchestra.

he Pacific Chamber Orches-

tra is coming back to Lam-
orinda this season with Brilliant
Baroques, a full experience with
Bach and those that influenced
him.

“The purpose is to come
away with an idea of how all
these creations interacted with
each other,” says director and
conductor Lawrence Kohl. The
Moraga-based maestro founded
the orchestra over 20 years ago
and is gradually building its audi-
ence in Lamorinda. This 2016/17
season is opening on Oct. 7 at the
Lafayette Community Center.

Kohl composes his programs
to deepen his audience’s under-
standing of music and therefore
its pleasure. This one is no dif-
ferent, taking the epitome of
Baroque art, Johann Sebastian
Bach, and presenting along with
his work, some of the music of
those who preceded him.

“Bach was such a complete
composer and absorbed every-
thing that came before him,” says
Kohl who acknowledges that he
could not present all the influ-
ences, but chose three compos-
ers from the Italian, French and
German schools to give a flavor
of the roots of Bach’s music.

The first part of the concert
will feature Girolamo Frescobal-
di’s Toccata, Johann Pachelbel’s
Canon and Gigue, and Frangois
Couperin’s La Sultane. The sec-
ond part will be the performance
of Bach’s brilliant Orchestra
Suite No. 3. The second move-
ment of that suite was later ar-
ranged by Bach for violin as the
famous and deeply moving Air
on the G String.

Kohl says that Frescobaldi
was really known for explor-
ing the motives and emotion in
instrumental music. “His work
tried to bring out emotions with
harmonies and melodies, what is
mostly done with choral work,”
he explains.

Couperin is quite intricate,
something that can be seen in
Bach with complicated counter-
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point and his interest in compo-
sitional architecture. Pachelbel
is in a way quite simple, not as
dense as a Couperin would be,
with an economy of notes in or-
der to achieve what needs to be
achieved, within a precise musi-
cal form.

“This power with simplicity
influenced him too,” says Kohl.

He states that Bach’s works
are not intricate to be intricate,
that they have a gestalt about
them where everything fits with-
in. “That is one of the elements
that makes his music so power-
ful,” says Kohl. The notes serves
the architecture and the architec-
ture serve the notes.

The concert will also feature
a harpsichord concerto by Johann
Christian Bach, Bach’s young-
est son. “It will be interesting to
have both the juxtaposition of the
late Renaissance-early Baroque
influence on the family, then the
son who was already moving
on toward the Classical period,”
says Kohl.

Bay Area virtuoso harpsi-
chordist Michael Peterson will
be playing in Lafayette. Many
of his current and most recent
projects are based on music from
the high Baroque period. He says
that he draws inspiration from
historical sources and uses them
to help connect the music with
his audience. All the musicians
of the Pacific Chamber Orchestra
are professionals and recording
artists performing on the most
prestigious stages.

This season’s program in-
cludes three other concerts. The
February concert is called Global
Gem, a string program with di-
Verse composers spanning con-
tinents and areas: Shostakovich,
Piazzola, Caliendo and Mozart.
The April program will perform
Brahms’ breathtaking Symphony
No.1 and Elgar’s Cello Concerto
with Bay Area virtuoso cellist
Nina Flyer.

Kohl and his musicians
have also conducted interactive
music classes in the Bay Area

schools, specifically in Lamorin-
da at Wagner Ranch Elementary
School in Orinda. To continue
to develop this presence, the or-

chestra is looking for more mem-
bers to join the orchestra’s board.

The Oct. 7 concert is at 7:30
p.m. and will be repeated in

Livermore on Sunday the 9th at 2
p.m. More information and tick-
ets are available at www.pacific-
chamberorchestra.org.
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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

The Math Learning Center

GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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1 WEEK FREE TUTORING | =
& HOMEWORK HELP @
Must present coupon. New students only. g

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com
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WWW.DESTINATIONWM.COM

MICHAEL YOSHIKAMI,
CFP®, PH.D. IS CEO
AND FOUNDER OF
DESTINATION WEALTH
MANAGEMENT AND
AUTHOR OF “YOUR
MONEY, YOUR FUTURE”

216 BarrRON'S

£ TOP 100 INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISORS 2

MICHAEL YOSHIKAMI IS AGAIN

RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF AMERICA’S
“TOP 100 INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVISORS”" BY BARRON'’S

READY FOR A FRESH PERSPECTIVE?

If you have investable assets of at least $500,000 and would like
a complimentary portfolio review of your current strategy, call
855.396.7526 for more details.

YOuR
YOUR
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1255 Treat Blvd. Suite 900 | Walnut Creek, CA 94597 | PHONE: 855.396.7526
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MONEY,
FUTURE

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

1The ranking reflects the volume of assets overseen by the advisors and their teams, revenues generated for the firms and the quality of the
advisors’ practices. The scoring system assigns a top score of 100 and rates the rest by comparing them with the winner. The Barron’s award
is not indicative of Destination Wealth Management'’s future performance.






