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Woodbury Highlands to
Offer 99 Housing Units

By Pippa Fisher

he Lafayette Planning Com-

mission offered feedback to
the developer on the revised plans
of the Woodbury Highlands project
but warned of concerns over the
landscaping, noise and increased
traffic on Mt. Diablo Boulevard.

Developer Matt Branagh and
architect Scott Thomson presented
the plan Sept. 19 to construct 99
dwelling units on the 6.5-acre pla-
teau above the existing Woodbury
Homes development in the west
end of Lafayette, replacing two
existing office buildings. The plan
proposes to lessen the impact of
increased traffic to downtown by
providing pedestrian and bike ac-
cess from the elevated location of
the project down to the East Bay
Municipal Utility District aque-
duct right-of-way connecting to the
Lennar Project via a pathway that
the developer will build.

Branagh explained the devel-
opment is designed to create a
thriving multi-generational com-
munity featuring a range of dwell-
ings, from two- and three-story row
houses, to interlocked town houses
and condos. Thompson outlined
the proposed community spaces,
including a large two-story Club-
house and Vista Park where the
developer will provide commu-
nity gardens, lounge chairs, picnic

benches and bocce ball. The plans
include the planting of local trees
and about five acres of open space.

Following the presentation the
commissioners all gave feedback,
with the main concerns being the
aesthetics and the number and
types of trees required to hide the
development from the main road,
the potential for bounce-back noise
off the wall separating the homes
from Highway 24 and increased
traffic on Mt. Diablo Boulevard.

Commissioner Will Lovitt said
that he was happy to see design im-
provements that avoid the impos-
ing straight lines that design review
chair Gordon Chong observed in
Woodbury 1. Commissioner Kath-
ryn Lyddan wondered about the
effect of losing office space and
the cumulative effect on traffic of
all the housing while commission
chair Patricia Curtin said she is
supportive of the project, pointing
out that existing office buildings
have gone past their active life with
more people working from home.
She said it was a great site, tucked
away and having less visual im-
pact, and that she is grateful for the
mix of housing.

The plans will go before other
city commissions before eventually
coming back to the Planning Com-
mission.

Lafayette Pool Dives into
Dispute With Neighbors

By Cathy Dausman

hat are the acceptable sight

and sound parameters for
a Lafayette swim pool? That is
the question being asked and
answered as Sun Valley Swim-
ming Pool applies for a land
use permit to allow what board
members say will insure the

pool’s continued fiscal health.

At issue is satisfactorily bal-
ancing a proposed membership in-
crease and expanded operation of
the six-lane pool on Lelend Drive
with neighborhood concerns over
increased crowds, noise levels and
parking. ... continued on page A11
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Fall Market in Lamorindal

Sanders

Ranch

1161 Larch Avenue, Moraga

Former MTSC site; 4 lot subdivi-
sion plans or estate compound
possible. Very private! Call for showing.

3 Crockett Drive, Moraga

Wonderful updated Sanders
Ranch home with pool and spa.
3730 sqft, 4 Br, 3Ba plus nice office.

$2,800,000 www.1161LarchAve.com $2,099,000 www.3CrockettDr.com
: | Spacious
T eless! 2
{IEIESS Townhouse!
f 15 Merrill Drive, Moraga 521 Woodminster Drive, Moraga
r 1

Beautiful Georgian Colonial home f

with striking curb appeal. 4525
sqft, 5 Br, 4.5 Ba. Gorgeous kitchen. In-law.
$2,595,000 www.15MerrillDr.com

ol

Great buy in Moraga! 1800 sqft,
3 Br, 2.5 Ba, 2 car garage corner
unit, large rooms. Super convenient location!

$675,000 www.521WoodminsterDr.com
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REAL ESTATE GROUP
925 254-3030 www.Orinda.com
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