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Orinda’s colorful scarecrows are back, thanks to the 
Orinda Garden Club. But no sooner were the whim-
sical decorations put in place around Orinda by Nita 

Roethe and her husband Jim than two of them were stolen.
	 The scarecrow project was started about three years ago 

by Marty De Jonghe. A retired Orinda teacher, she made a 
scarecrow to brighten the Orinda freeway offramp three years 
ago. People liked it so much that last year she was determined 
to make more. Her friend, an elderly gentleman named Ray 
Horton, had a jigsaw and cut out the round pieces of wood 

for the heads. Then the members of the Orinda Garden Club 
decorated them and constructed the imaginative scarecrows 
and placed them around Orinda to remind folks it was autumn 
and bring a smile to residents’ faces.	             
	 			   ... continued on page A16
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Mid-Century Meets Open Concept!
Featuring an open kitchen, family room, 

4BR/2BA, 1676± sq. ft. on .29± acre. Clean and 
move-in ready! Near bike trail, Community 

Center, ball fields and open space.
Asking price, $945,000

481Peacock.com

Call Pamela!
925.323.4100

Listing and Selling for over 25 years!

Pamela Halloran
Real Estate Broker

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com 
PamelaHalloran.com

License #: 00936191

Thefts Darken Orinda’s Cheerful Scarecrows Scene
This attractive young lady is one of the Orinda Garden Club’s scarecows that the show up in the community this time of year.                                                                                               Photo Sora O’Doherty

By Sora O’Doherty

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 23, 1-4 PM

Private School, Grades 8-12

Customized Education

www.orindacademy.org

(925) 254-7553

It is hard to imagine a race that 
features a more disparate mix 

of candidates than the contest  
for the Bay Area Rapid Tran-
sit system board seat for Dis-
trict 3, which includes nearly all 
of Lamorinda. The incumbent 
faces challenges from a former 
public official, a web program-
mer and a health care consultant, 
each with a unique perspective 
on how to improve the system.  
	 Candidate summaries are list-
ed alphabetically.

	 Ken Chew
	 Ken Chew sees his role as 
BART director as the enforcer 
of fiscal accountability. It dis-
turbs him that Lamorinda con-
tributes an enormous amount of 
money to BART through prop-
erty taxes, sales taxes, fares and 
parking fees and he thinks its 
residents deserve much better. 
	 “Your incumbent BART di-
rector has not voted to protect 
your interests during her term,” he 
said, referring to director Rebecca 

Saltzman.
	 Chew promises better on-time 
performance on the Pittsburg-Bay 
Point line, improved parking and 
seating availability at the Orinda 
and Lafayette stations and, work-
ing with private companies, shut-
tles and ride-shares to and from 
the stations.
	 The former Moraga mayor is 
the only candidate who opposes 
Measure RR, the $3.5 billion bond 
measure dedicated to improving 
the BART infrastructure. “$3.5 

billion and over two decades of 
tax liability should come with a re-
sponsible investment plan and be 
guided by a governing body that 
practices consistent fiscal disci-
pline. But I don’t see it,” Chew said.  
	 He will develop a well-defined 
and accountable infrastructure plan 
of his own and present it to taxpay-
ers, and it will include peer reviews 
and project controls.
	 Relying on his experience on the 
Moraga Town Council and as a trans-
portation engineer, Chew promises to 

work with labor unions and all levels 
of government to prevent service dis-
ruptions and to demand that BART 
leadership work within its budget to 
keep stations and facilities in good 
operating condition. “I will stream-
line the organization and make every 
new hiring and benefit change trans-
parent to taxpayers,” Chew said. 
	 ... continued on page A12

Plenty for Lamorindans to Consider in the BART District 3 Race
By Nick Marnell

Election 2016
	 This issue we take a look 
at some significant regional 
races facing Lamorinda voters. 
Besides the District 3 BART 
Director race featured here 
on A1, we look at the BART 
District 1 candidates (A9) as 
well as candidates for the East 
Bay Regional Parks District 
Board. (A9).
	 Next issue, look for an 
overview of BART Measure 
RR, as well as Lamorindans’ 
take on Prop. 64, the marijuana 
legalization initiative.

Ken Chew Worth Freeman Varun Paul Rebecca Saltzman
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Public Meetings
City Council	
Monday, Oct. 24, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Nov. 7, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Oct. 24, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:	
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:	
www.lafayettechamber.org

Lafayette Police Blotter

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

Lamorinda’s Best
Realtor

Lafayette Police 
Department Incident 
Summary Report 
Sept. 25 - Oct. 1
Alarms	 39
911 Calls (incl hang-ups)	 3
Noise complaints	 5
Traffic stops	 62
Suspicious Circumstances	 4
Suspicious Subjects	 9
Suspicious Vehicles	 15
Abandoned Vehicle
	 3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
Animal Cruelty
	 4000 Blk Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3500 Blk Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Auto Burglary
	 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 10 Block S Acres Rd.
	 1000 Block Carol Ln.
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./2nd St.
Civil Disturbance
	 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Civil Problem
	 900 Block Hawthorn Dr.
Commercial Burglary
	 200 Block Lafayette Cr.
Death Notification
	 3200 Block Withers Ave.
Dependent Child
	 800 Block Birdhaven Ct.
Dui Misdemeanor
	 3300 Block Springhill Rd.
	 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fire/EMS Response 
	 3100 Block Lucas Dr.
Fireworks
	 Stanley Intermediate School
Found Property
	 Meadow Ln./Franklin Ln.
Fraud Credit Card
	 1100 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.
H&S Violation
	 3600 Block Bickerstaff St.
Harassment
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit and Run Misdemeanor
	 500 Block Merriewood
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
	 Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft
	 3400 Block Woodview Dr.
	 3900 Block Rancho Rd.
	 Lafayette PD
Intoxicated Subject	
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Carol Ln.
Juvenile Disturbance
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lost Property
	 Lafayette PD
Missing Adult
	 800 Block Santa Maria Way
Occupied Stalled Vehicle
	 Pleasant Hill Rd./Rancho View Dr.
Patrol Request
	 Happy Valley Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 Brown Ave./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft
	 Not Available

	 800 Block Paradise Ct.
	 3700 Block St. Francis Dr.
	 900 Block East St.
	 900 Block Irene Ln.
	 3400 Block School St.
Poss Vandalism
	 20 Block Chapel Dr.
Prowler Heard
	 3300 Block Vaughn Rd.
Public Nuisance
	 Chase Bank
Reckless Driving
	 St. Marys Rd./Glenside Dr.
	 Moraga Rd./School St.
	 2nd St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 Moraga Blvd./2nd St.
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./lafayette Cr.
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette 
	      Reservoir Entrance Rd.
Residential Burglary
	 1000 Block Leland Dr.
Shoplift
	 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Threats
	 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass
	 1100 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.
Unwanted Guest
	 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism
	 3400 Block Golden Gate Way
Vehicle Theft
	 Meadow Ln./Franklin Ln.
Verbal Dispute
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Warrant Service
	 900 Block East St.

Lafayette Moves a Step Closer to Park Theater Reuse 
By Victor Ryerson

A trio of local investors, who 
envision reusing Lafayette’s 

Park Theater as an art film cinema, 
performing arts venue and commu-
nity center, moved a step closer to 
their dream when the Lafayette City 
Council agreed to form a subcom-

mittee to cut through the red tape 
of including the historic building in 
the Plaza Way Overlay. The action 
was sought by the investor group so 
they could determine the financial 
feasibility of buying the theater by 
Dec. 16, when their option expires.

	 The building, as well as its 
small parking lot and an adjacent 
fourplex, are within the city’s Plaza 
Way Overlay District, a zone that 
was created to preserve the his-
toric character of the area. Lafay-
ette zoning law requires a property 
owner opting into the district to en-
ter into an agreement with the city 
governing architectural features 
such as the façade, as well as park-
ing and other requirements. Know-
ing the prospective agreement’s 
requirements in detail is essential 
to the investor group’s ability to 
decide whether to go forward with 
the deal, so they sought the creation 
of the council subcommittee to ex-
pedite the process. 
	 The theater closed 11 years ago, 
a victim of changing times. Its last 
operator, Renaissance Rialto The-
aters, could not compete with the 
burgeoning multiplexes in the area 
or make repairs and improvements 
needed to meet accessibility and 
other requirements. The building 
has been sitting unused ever since, 
while the neighboring downtown 
plaza area has been transformed 
into a vibrant district of new shops 
and restaurants. A recent plan to 
reopen the old theater as a Fen-
ton’s Creamery fell through, and 

developers started showing interest 
in the theater and associated prop-
erty with the prospect of demolish-
ing the structure and constructing 
something new on the strategic site. 
	 Enter the investor trio, Cathy 
Abbott, her husband Fred, and Alex 
McDonald, who developed a busi-
ness plan they see as the last and 
best chance to save the old movie 
house. Their plan is to redevelop 
the theater as a multiuse facil-
ity that will not only serve as an 
arts cinema, but will also be used 
by Lafayette schools, Town Hall 
Theatre and other entities. Collec-
tively, the investor group believes, 
the the income from these multiple 
sources will suffice to keep the the-
ater afloat and preserve the historic 
structure as part of the quaint plaza 
district.
	 At its Oct. 11 meeting the coun-
cil voted unanimously to grant the 
request to form the subcommittee, 
which will consist of two coun-
cil members and two members of 
the planning commission yet to be 
determined. It is expected to work 
out the details of the agreement and 
bring it back to the council for ap-
proval at a later date. Assuming the 
council approves it, the plan will 
then proceed to design review.

Lafayette’s Walk/Bike to School Day: Teachable Fun
By Pippa Fisher

Despite a chilly start to the 
morning of Walk/Bike to 

School Day, the atmosphere in 
the Plaza at Lafayette Elemen-
tary School was warm and wel-
coming as children and families 
arrived at school and enjoyed ba-
gels and coffee to celebrate walk-
ing, biking and in many cases, 
even scooter riding to school.
	 School parent and Walk/Bike 
to School chair Emily Pietrzak 
arranged the gathering as part of 
an International Walk to School 
Day on Oct. 5, the focus of which 
is aimed primarily at decreas-

ing traffic, safety education and 
physical activity. 
	 “I think it’s so important to 
get the word out about this, par-
ticularly given that our school is 

in the heart of downtown,” she 
said. “There’s a lot we all can do 
to cut down on our car depen-
dency.” She said that most school 
families live within walking dis-

tance. Roughly 35 percent of the 
school’s students currently walk 
or bike to school.
	 ... continued on page A8

Lafayette’s Park Theater.                                                         Photo Victor Ryerson
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34 ARDILLA RD
46 SARAH LN
16 SARAH LN 
28 SARAH LN

459 FERNWOOD DR
75 SANDERS RANCH

392 SPRINGFIELD
41 MERRILL 

83 MARIE PL
132 WHITETHORNE

9 LISA LN
8 LOUISE CT**
1203 RIMER DR
1218 RIMER DR

1224 RIMER DR**
1229 RIMER DR
1236 RIMER DR
1295 RIMER DR
133 SHUEY DR**

89 SHUEY DR
70 SHUEY DR
24 CARR DR

367 DEERFIELD DR
36 BUCKINGHAM
20 BUCKINGHAM
39 BUCKINGHAM

1798 ST ANDREWS***
160 SELBORNE DR
1124 SANDERS DR
1099 SANDERS DR
1076 SANDERS DR*

24 FREITAS DR*
3 WANDEL DR
4 WANDEL DR

149 WALFORD DR
108 WALFORD DR

4 SPARROW CT
11 KETELSEN

8 PIMENTEL CT
258 LAKEFIELD PL
133 WESTCHESTER

15 BRECK CT**
830 AUGUSTA DR**
1012 LARCH AVE***

1164 LARCH AVE
1160 LARCH AVE
1027 LARCH AVE
1024 LARCH AVE
1148 LARCH AVE
1204 LARCH AVE
1056 LARCH AVE
1090 LARCH AVE*
1235 LARCH AVE

1025 ALTA MESA DR
1161 ALTA MESA
2740 N. MAIN ST

1018 RIVER ROCK LN**
1613 GEARY RD

1301 GOLDENRAIN
1976 FOX RIDGE CT

94 G ELDER**
1409 CAMINO PERAL
1403 CAMINO PERAL
1418 CAMINO PERAL*
1405 CAMINO PERAL
1437 CAMINO PERAL

1416 CAMINO PERAL***
1475 CAMINO PERAL

1515 A CAMINO PERAL
407 WOODMINSTER

422 BUSTOS
120 VIA JOAQUIN
1775 PANDA WAY

236 VALLEY GLEN*    
180 VALLEY GLEN

205 VISTA GLEN PL
950 OAK VISTA

565 PALO ALTO PL
2020 DATE ST

5521 LIKENS AVE
133 DARTMOUTH PL

11770 PACIFIC COAST HWY
19511 ALANA RD***

7 EL CAMINO FL
20 JUNIPER WAY

20 ROSS DR*
30 ROSS DR*

3 WOODFORD DR
10 WOODFORD DR
19021 SCHUESTER

3628 BICKERSTAFF
67 LA CRESTA

115 FIRESTONE DR
11 SAGE CT

895 STONEGATE CIR
31 COLORADO

3 CREEKWOOD CT
540 LAURA ANN CT

210 CARMEL**
51 CAMINO ENCINAS

529 OAKSHIRE PL
201 TUMBLEWEED

650 SKY HY CT
6 TANGLEWOOD LN

42 LA ENCINAL
1729 RELIEZ VALLEY

Experience counts. Some of my closed sales.
2211 TICE VALLEY***
6373 ARMS LAKE RD

1348 NAVELLIER
407 LAVA CT

52 SHASTA CT
0 GRUND LN (LOT)

1715 139TH ST
5180 CAMINO ALTA

2277 STAR AVE
4416 PAMPAS CIR

2971 CONSUELO RD
4255 WILSON LN

955 ROSEHEDGE CT
2 AGHALEE LN*

1018 RIVER ROCK**
1919 YGNACIO VLY***
309 CORTE GABRIEL
200 RIO GRANDE CT
324 HOLIDAY HILLS
21 BROOKWOOD RD
1602 RANCHO VIEW
3545 BOYER CIRCLE

938 MOHR LN
3569 BADDING RD*

35 BAYLOR LN
1092 MAYWOOD LN
325 BEACON RIDGE

3 ROBERTS CT
78 SLEEPY HOLLOW

1891 APOLLO CT
1043 CAMINO PABLO
295 CALLE LA MESA
428 ZINFANDEL CIR

1522 RISHELL DR
358 EL TOYONAL

8 SAGER CT
15804 CAMBRIDGE*

480 MISSION BAY #533
3044 SHETLAND DR
1080 CEDARWOOD

2268 PEPPER DR
386 ODIN

390 BIRCHWOOD DR
1079 SANDERS DR
140 OXFORD DR
611 AUGUSTA DR 

5 FIELDBROOK PL
42 FIELDBROOK P.

1086 BAITX DR
1623 CAMINO PABLO

6633 ARMOUR DR.
495 EAGLE VALLEY** 

6 LARCH LN
1843 JOSEPH DR

9 FLUETI DR
679 MORAGA RD
656 MORAGA RD

433 MORAGA WAY*
139 PASEO DEL RIO
1426 DE LA CRUZ
107 NATALIE DR

257 SANDRINGHAM
238 SANDRINGHAM
235 SANDRINGHAM

1072 COUNTRY CLUB 
1080 COUNTRY CLUB

401 BIRCHWOOD
354 BIRCHWOOD
398 BIRCHWOOD

268 BIRCHWOOD***
1835 LAMPLIGHT
279 THARP DR

160 VIA JUAQUIN
13 DONALD DR
2220 LOCH LN
1924 ASCOT**
1939 ASCOT

1977 ASCOT #5
1977 ASCOT #6

2055 ASCOT #107
2075 ASCOT #121
2079 ASCOT #140
2067 ASCOT #242*

1958 ASCOT
144 ASCOT #2
2063 ASCOT

2135 ASCOT #11
2135 ASCOT #28
2135 ASCOT #17

2135 ASCOT #20***
2135 ASCOT #27*
2135 ASCOT #26**
2135 ASCOT #24

2087 ASCOT #224
2087 ASCOT #124
2079 ASCOT #135*

2024 ASCOT
2083 ASCOT #133
2091 ASCOT #127
2145 DONALD #9

96 MIRAMONTE DR
156 MIRAMONTE DR
201 MIRAMONTE DR

16 JOSEFA PL
430 N. CIVIC DR #403

*Represented both buyer and seller **Sold twice ***Sold 3 times or had 3 different transactions on property

30

BART Path Closure to 
Last to End of  November
By Pippa Fisher

Allow a little extra time if you 
usually use the pedestrian and 

bike path that connects Lafayette’s  
Town Center retail parking lot to 
BART’s southern parking lot. The 
existing pathway along the creek 
will be closed through Nov. 30 to 

allow pathway widening and im-
provements, including the installa-
tion of a storm drain pipe.
	 There will be signs re-directing 
the public along Mt. Diablo Bou-
levard via Happy Valley Road to 
BART.

6 Reasons Runners and 
Local Spectators Love the 
Lafayette Reservoir Run
A Choice of Race and Fun for All –  
Oct. 30, 2016. Races start 8 a.m.

The annual Lafayette Reservoir 
Run, scheduled for Sunday, 

Oct. 30, attracts upwards of 4,000 
people of all ages and athletic abil-
ity each year, including hundreds 
who enjoy just cheering on the run-
ners, seeing friends and neighbors, 
and dining on the Rotary pancake 
breakfast. 
	 Now in its 24th year, this com-
munity fitness event also attracts 
serious runners from across the 
Bay Area because of the event’s 
unique combination of small town 
feel, beautiful scenery and chal-
lenging 5-K competition and 10-K 
course. 
	 Here are the top 6 reasons so 
many love the Lafayette Reser-
voir Run:
	 1.	 Location. The Lafayette 
Reservoir Run is held in the heart 
of beautiful downtown Lafayette, 
with all runners coursing through 
the tree-lined Mt. Diablo Bou-
levard in full fall leaf grandeur. 
Mid-race, the 10-K course circles 
Lafayette Reservoir along a paved 
path within view of the water and 
wildlife. 
	 2.	 One Event, Choice of 
Races. 2mile Fun Run (8am start), 
Fast Paced 5-K (8:30am) and 
Beautiful 10-K with a challenging 
“heartbreak” hill (8:45am start).
	 All races start and end at the 
same spot, which makes it easy 
to enjoy the event with all your 
friends and family, whether they’re 
competitors or spectators.
	 3.	 Community Event Fun. 
Pre-race warm-up exercises, mu-
sic, food, health expo – and lots of 
friendly people. This year, with the 

race so close to Halloween, there’s 
a costume contest, too! 
	 4.	 Easy – and FREE – 
Parking. Held on a Sunday morn-
ing, there is easy access to both 
street parking and plenty of BART 
parking in the upper lot, close to the 
race check-in.
	 5.	 Easy to Enter. 
a.	 Register online through 1pm 
Thursday, October 27,  at http://bit.
ly/resrun2016
b.	 Register in person at A Run-
ner’s Mind, 3541 Plaza Dr., La-
fayette, during regular store hours, 
10am-7pm on Friday, October 28, 
and Saturday, October 30
c.	 Same Day Registration Desk 
Opens at 6:30 a.m. (corner of Mt 
Diablo Blvd and Lafayette Circle)
	 ** Bib, t-shirt and timing chip 
can be picked up prior to race day 
at A Runner’s Mind at 3541 Plaza 
Dr., Lafayette, during regular store 
hours, 10am-7pm on Friday, Octo-
ber 28, and Saturday, October 30 – 
but it’s just easy to get it on Race 
Day. (Desk opens 6:30 a.m.)
	 6.	 A Healthy Local Fun-
draiser! The Lafayette Reservoir 
Run benefits local schools and 
helps support the Chamber’s other 
community programs.
	 The Lafayette Reservoir Run is 
presented by the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce and sponsored by 
A Runner’s Mind, BMW of Con-
cord, Lafayette Rotary, EBMUD, 
Cobain Orthodontics, Dudum Real 
Estate Group, Minuteman Press, 
Swim & Company Realtor Team. 
	 Full Res Run details: http://bit.
ly/resrun.  –P. Spear

Grace Paolini stands with a quilt she made using the artwork and tee-shirts 
from previous Res Runs. 				    Photo provided

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.comCalBRE#: 01408025

CalBRE#: 01367466

Style, Land and Views!
17 Mayfield Place, Moraga

A truly special opportunity to own a
lovely 4BD/3.5BA 2,422+/- sq. ft.
home including a fabulous 310+/-
sq. ft. casita with living & sleeping
areas, a large full bathroom and a
kitchenette. Situated on a peaceful
cul-de-sac, this one-of-a-kind
.80+/- acre property enjoys terrific
living spaces, stunning views, great
outdoor entertaining areas, pool,
spa, play area, vegetable beds,
orchard and more!  Close to K-8
schools, Moraga Ranch Pool and
Rancho Laguna Park.

17MayfieldPlace.com
Offered at $1,495,000
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Why change something that 
everybody loves? 

	 Moraga Commons Park is one 
of those rare, non-controversial as-
sets that most everybody in town 
uses, enjoys and appreciates. A 
master plan for the Commons is 
almost an oxymoron, but improve-
ments have to be made — if only 
to comply with regulations on kids 
park fencing and Americans with 
Disabilities Act requirements — 
and residents have pent-up recre-
ation desires that the Commons 
could release. 
	 Parks and Recreation Director 
Jay Ingram therefore set up com-
munity workshops to untangle his 
community’s dreams. Guided by 
consultant and landscape architect 
RHAA, participants talked about 
more bocce courts, tree swings, 
more picnic areas, Frisbee golf and 
overwhelmingly asked to not over-
develop the park and protect its 
beauty.

	 The 30 or so residents who 
came to the second meeting rep-
resented the bocce ball group, the 
Frisbee or disc golf practitioners, 
the garden club, the Moraga Ju-
niors, different sports group such as 
LMYA or CYO, and the parks and 
recreation commission or founda-
tion. Several residents, represent-
ing just themselves, came, includ-
ing neighbors to the park that did 
not want to see increased parking 
and activities.
	 Ingram started by saying that 
this plan would create a vision for 
the following 10 years. The consul-
tant acknowledged that the Com-
mons is Moraga’s main park, with a 
lot of community focus, events and 
desires, but with limited space — 
it is a 40-acre property constrained 
by steep slopes and riparian corri-
dor. Only 18 acres are available, of 
which only 4.5 are flat-ish.
	 Participants at the Oct. 3 work-
shop brainstormed in groups what 
could be done at the park, especial-
ly in the area known as the Back-40 
— a mystery name for one acre of 
almost flat land located at the east-
ern limit of the park. At this time its 
only use consists in two baskets of 
the disc-golf course. 
	 With so many competing needs 
with so few public properties, there 
is pressure to take advantage of ev-
ery parcel of land. RHAA asked the 
residents to discuss the possibility 

of adding a low-cost gym in the 
Back-40. Since there is no park-
ing adjacent to this part of the park, 
the consultant proposed carving 
some along St. Mary’s Road and 
removing some of the trees there. 
Almost no one else supported the 
idea of adding a gym in the Com-
mons in spite of the need for more 
sports facilities. A resident even 
said that adding a low-cost facility 
there would distract from building 
a real gym and community center 
in a more accessible part of town. 
	 Other suggestions for the Back-
40 included a bike station, a com-
munity garden and a picnic area.
	 The residents of the workshop 
and the previous one listed their 
desires: better lighting for night 
events, more bocce courts, get-
ting the playgrounds close to each 

other, improved accessibility and 
existing pathways’ rehabilitation. 
Other ideas included tennis courts, 
an adventure course, a sports field, 
more parking and a cyclist gather-
ing point with water and tools.
	 Consensus formed over main-
taining the present balance of 
organized activities and un-pro-
grammed space in the park; some 
residents added that the park should 
just be better maintained and other-
wise left alone.
	 The consultant also met with 
several community groups in town 
to get feedback. Its 10-year plan 
will be reviewed by the parks and 
recreation commission and should 
be approved by the town council 
before the end of the year. During 
these discussions, public input will 
also be heard.

Moraga
Public Meetings
City Council	
Wednesday, Oct. 26, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Oct. 24, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Thursday, Nov. 8, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:	
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:	
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:	
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

ID Theft, Sept. 20
Moraga police responded to a 
resident’s report that person or 
persons unknown had opened up 
bank accounts using her personal 
information. What are the chances 
it was a nationally known and 
recently embarrassed bank?  

Suspicious vehicle, Sept. 22
Moraga police investigated the 
report of a man… in pajamas… 
sleeping in a (wait for it…) truck 
bed. Non-compliant subject 
(perhaps from being suddenly 
awakened), was handcuffed 
while a DMV check was run on 
his (foreign) plates. No reports 
the vehicle was stolen. Subject 
was cited and released. What a 
nightmare!

City Ordinance Violation, 
Sept. 23
Moraga PD determined that six 
adults and one parking lot BBQ 
does not a loud or unruly party 
make. Party on (quietly), dudes!

Loud Party, Sept. 24
One hundred participants, 
however, almost always ensures a 
racket. Having alcohol beverages 
in plain view probably doesn’t 
help either. The resident hosts 
(there were three) were made to 
stop the party and were issued 
a warning for Loud and Unruly 
Party.  

ID Theft, Sept. 24
An anonymous tip led police to 
investigate a woman who said 
she had been locked out of her 
car. Circumstances were fishy 
enough that police concluded it 
was actually a case of theft and 
identity theft. The case has been 
referred to the District Attorney’s 
office. 

Auto Burglary, Sept. 24
After an auto smash-and-grab on 
Moraga Way, the car’s owner was 
out a $200 leather satchel, plus a 
couple personal checks from his 
clients and $150 in damage to the 
left rear passenger window. 

ID Theft Sept. 26
Poor guy told police his personal 
info was used twice by someone 
attempting to open credit accounts; 
first through Chase (denied), and 
then Citibank (approved, but 
cancelled before any transactions). 
If the thief/thieves are working their 
way through the banking alphabet it 
will be quite a while before they get 
to Wells Fargo.

Additional calls:
Alarms:
•	 Birchwood Drive
•	 Paseo Grande
•	 Thune Ave
•	 Walford Drive 
Warrant served: Miramonte Dr 
Drug possession: Miramonte 
High School
Domestic Dispute: reported via 
phone call

Moraga 
Police 
Report

Gary Bernie   &   Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie Ken Ryerson

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686144 CalBRE#01418309 

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

If you are considering selling your home, 
give us a call for assistance.

Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Moraga Police Blotter

Sept 20 to 26 

Planning Commision Gets Walk-Bike Plan Rolling 
By Sophie Braccini

The Moraga Walk-Bike Plan 
has been completed after 18 

months of public outreach and 
study. 
	 The plan lists improvement 
projects and actions to develop ease 
and safety for walkers and bikers in 
town. The planning commission 
supports the 15-year plan that has 
been established with a lot of public 
input, but the commissioners made 
sure in their approved language to 
note that this plan is mostly, inspi-
rational, since it does not include a 
traffic study, a cost analysis, or oth-
er impact studies. As the planning 
director puts it, it is a signal that the 
town wants to go in the direction of 
more pedestrian and bicycle use. 
	 The Moraga Walk-Bike plan 
proposes measures for pedestrians 
and bikers: to fill sidewalk gaps on 
the arterials, to make 17 intersec-
tions safer to cross near schools 
or shopping centers for pedestri-
ans, to create on-street bike lanes 

and routes (stencils on all vehicles 
lanes), to improve intersections for 
bicycles and to increase bike park-
ing. The plan outlines implementa-
tion over the next 15 years, with an 
annual budget of $230,000. It is the 
product of several outreaches, study 
sessions, surveys and committee 
work; the report includes over 100 
pages of public comments.
	 The plan was reviewed on Oc-
tober 3 by the planning commis-
sion. Commissioner Kymberleigh 
Korpus started the discussion by 
wondering whether the plan was 
just purely inspirational, or a bind-
ing statement of goals. She said 
that she would not want to tie fu-
ture planners’ hands since in her 
opinion several aspects were miss-
ing in the study. Commission Chair 
Steve Woehleke agreed that a traf-
fic study would be necessary, and 
that making intersections safer, for 
example, could have an impact on 
traffic.

	 Associate planner Coleman 
Frick explained that the measures 
would not remove any traffic lane, 
would make circulation safer for all 
users and was not designed to slow 
down traffic. But Korpus, citing a 
recent experience in San Francisco, 
commented that bicycles in very 
large numbers can become a prob-
lem for the flow of traffic. Planning 
director Ellen Clark added that this 
was a high-level plan and that all 
these projects would require addi-
tional review before completion. 
	 The commissioners also indi-
cated that a cost-benefit analysis 
would be necessary before decid-
ing on these projects. They regret-
ted that priorities to develop these 
units of work had not been pro-
posed.
	 The town does not have the 
capital resources to maintain its 
current assets, so funding for the 
new projects will have to be found 
elsewhere. The consultant who 

worked on this plan, Nico Letu-
nic, listed possible grant sources in 
the report. He said that several of 
the projects just needed restriping 
and would not be too onerous. The 
consultant also noted that several 
measures desired by residents had 
not made it into the plan because of 
their high cost. Included were such 
demands as sidewalks on Larch Av-
enue or Bollinger Canyon Road, or 
streetlights.
	 The commissioners finally 
approved the plan, but added a 
supplemental condition: that the 
implementation of the proposed 
bicycle and pedestrian improve-
ments be subjected to future con-
siderations of funding priorities, 
environmental constraints, safety, 
traffic, parking, etc.
	 The town council is tentatively 
scheduled to consider the plan at its 
October 26 meeting.

Public Weighs in on Moraga Commons Master Plan 
By Sophie Braccini

The Back-40 at Moraga Commons		  Photo Andy Scheck
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Public Art Installation Begins in 
Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

Since May, the Moraga Arts in Public 
Spaces Committee has been meeting 

monthly to craft a policy and select sculp-
tures that will adorn Moraga public space. 
The sculptures the members selected will 
be on loan at no cost to the town for one 
or two years. 
	 The installation of the first seven 
pieces last week on the Moraga Library 
grounds at 1500 St. Mary’s Rd. and in 
front of the town council chambers and 
community meeting room at 335 Rheem 
Boulevard.
	 The town council put its final seal 
of approval on the project at its Sept. 21 
meeting. Under the leadership of council 
member Teresa Onoda, the council ap-
proved the creation of a seven-member 
committee at the beginning of the year, 
entrusted with a $5,000 yearly budget. 

The group visited with and discussed with 
Orinda officials the nature of the project. 
That city implemented a public art policy 
years ago that has led to tens of sculptures 
being installed and rotated all over the 
city. 
	 The Moraga committee selected seven 
pieces by three local artists that the coun-
cil approved: “Ardennais Appaloosa” 
and “Ardennais Stallion” by Amy Evans 
McClure; “Drain II,” “Grasp,” “Radar 
Man” and “Shell” by David Mudgett; and 
“Asymmetric Loveseat” by Colin Selig.
	 Council members asked that one ele-
ment be changed in the contract that binds 
the town with the artist: that the town 
would be able to terminate the engage-
ment at will, and remove the sculpture 
from public space before its term. Mayor 
Mike Metcalf led that discussion, saying 
that in Moraga even the greatest ideas can 
create uproar. His fellow council members 
followed him and agreed that this removal 
clause be added.
	 The two horse sculptures by Evans 
McClure will arrive later than the rest of 
the art, as they are still in Orinda on dis-
play at the parking level of the city offices. 
These two horse sculptures will be set in 
the landscaping of the library along with 
the “Radar Man”  and Selig’s bench. The 
two other statues by Mudgett, will be set 
in the community room front garden. 
	 Onoda, who is a plein air painter, said 
after the meeting that art in public spaces 
is a way to remind residents that art is a 
vibrant part of life in Moraga. 
	 “Just as bike lanes, trails, sports fields, 
golf courses and the skateboarding facility 
make us aware of sports as a key aspect of 
our community, the sculptures signal that 
singing, dancing, playing musical instru-
ments, writing, painting and other creative 
activities are also a big part of what we do 
here,” she said. 
	 The council member says she sees this 
program as a “way to encourage the amaz-
ing talent and experience in our communi-
ty that makes all of our lives much richer.”

Key Differences Emerge At 
Candidates Forum
By Sophie Braccini

Close to 200 residents crowded into the 
Serbian Church in Moraga last week for 

a debate between candidates running for the 
contested town council race. 
	 It was civil, the candidates sometimes 
noting common standpoints as they respond-
ed to the eight questions they were asked. 
But significant differences emerged regard-
ing whether the Moraga Center Specific Plan 
should be reconsidered, whether the plan for 
a private/public partnership for the Hacienda 
should be pursued, and about new traffic im-
pacts in town. 
	 Graig Crossley, Jeanette Fritzky, Kym-
berleigh Korpus and Roger Wykle, who are 
competing for three town council positions, 
displayed very different ways of addressing 
the issues even when they agreed. Incumbent 
Wykle drew on his record on the council, 
Korpus passionately advocated for what she 
believes in, Fritzky stressed her willingness 
to act in accord with consensus opinion, and 
Crossley relied on his past experience with 
town’s affairs and the tenets of common 
sense.
	 The most burning questions revolved 
around the Moraga Center Specific Plan 

(MCSP) and the City Ventures development 
on Moraga Road next to the fire station. 
Wykle explained that he had asked since the 
beginning of the project for smaller units, set 
back further from the road. He added that he 
had supported the latest appeal (opposing the 
project). He also explained that the council is 
working on the zoning of the MCSP. He ex-
pects this process will define a type of semi-
rural downtown that should combine revital-
ization with preserving Moraga’s character.
	 Fritzky echoed the view of the other can-
didates that the City Ventures development 
is now a done deal. While not articulating a 
direct opinion on this topic, she said that for 
future developments she was opened to look-
ing into new planning processes that would 
make it easier to visualize what the develop-
ers are proposing, and would seek to build a 
town-wide consensus. She said that surveys 
show that the people want to preserve ridge-
lines and hillsides, but that there is no con-
sensus on what to do with the MCSP.
	 Crossley stated that the City Ventures 
project, as now approved, was not appropri-
ate on the scenic corridor.
	 ... continued on page A11

Radar man by David Mudgett at the Moraga 
library 		          Photo Sophie Braccini

Real Estate…Simplified!

Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area; 
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.

Meet our Featured Agents ...

Regina Englehart, 
Broker-Manager 

925.876.9076
CalBRE# 01308462

89 Davis Road Suite 100
Orinda  

925.254.0440
www.bhghome.com/Orinda

3600 Sanford Street, Concord

68 Tara Road, Orinda

2284 Parish Drive, Walnut Creek

405 15th Street, Oakland

40 Merrill Circle South, Moraga 319 Pheasant Run Drive, Blackhawk

This cute 2-bedroom house sits on a 
flat double lot, not far from BART.  Re-
cently renovated, it is almost ready to 
go, and will be a sweet turn-key home 

for a couple or small family.  
Please call Tania DeGroot at 

510.367.1422 for 
more information.

Contemporary style home with white oak 
floLease Available 7/1/16. Fabulous

5BD/3.5BA, 3726 sq. . mid-century home
located in the heart of the Glorietta

neighborhood. Set on .41 wooded acres,
close to downtown, BART, Highway & to-

prated schools. Lease $6,500/month. Contact
Lisa Shaffer for more informa�on at

925.528.9278 or Lisa@LisaShaffer.com.

Move-in ready! Refreshed and remodeled 
1888 sq. ft. 4 BR, 2 BA single-level home 

on nearly quarter-acre lot with swimming 
pool. Located in desirable Carriage Square, 

next to Bancroft Elementary School. 
Offered at $750,000.  

Call Jim Colhoun at 925.200.2795 
for an early tour.

3600sf Retail space available at 
$2/sf.  Great property in the heart 

of downtown Oakland, across from 
Ogawa Plaza and the Awaken Cafe, 

BART and all transit lines, great 
restaurants and shops - 99% walk core.  

Call Maureen Caldwell-Meurer for 
details at 510.915.0092.

Elegant and recently updated Sanders Ranch 
home offers security and privacy on Moraga’s 
top street. New kitchen appliances, counters 
and remodeled master bath make this home 
move-in ready. Peaceful views across the val-
ley and spacious decks with spa for entertain-
ing and outdoor living. Offered at $1,295,000 

by Jim Colhoun, 925.200.2795.

Distinctive contemporary home with 5
BR, 2 offices, bonus room and 7 baths.

Highest attention to detail, fine stonework
and woodwork. Features include designer

lighting, 9-zone audio system, media room,
2nd dining area, pebble pool & greenhouse.

Backs to Fall Golf Course. Offered at
$2,750,000 by Larry Jacobs, 925.788.9362,

and Kress Hauri, 925.899.5739
CalBRE # 01094898

CalBRE#00996886

CalBRE#01029160

CalBRE#01908929

CalBRE#01029160 CalBRE#01465617/#01495118

TIP OF THE WEEK
More Americans are buying houses and taking on mortgage debt at a time 
when higher home prices are also boosting their ownership stakes. The 
trends, revealed in a Federal Reserve report, reflect the healing of the U.S. 
housing market nearly a decade after the real estate bubble burst. 
Home prices began to rebound in 2012, which has increased housing 
wealth. Ownership equity now equals 57.1 percent of the value of 
Americans’ homes, the highest level since 2006. 
The overall increase in household wealth documented by the Fed’s report 
has likely been a boost of confidence. When Americans feel wealthier, 
they are likely to spend more, thereby providing a lift to the economy. 
Will the election change this?  We can’t be sure, but mortgage interest 
rates are likely to rise, so now is a great time to buy and sell!

COMING SOON
PRICE REDUCED

For Lease

Commercial  Lease

Janine Hunt 
510.409.6266

CalBRE#01909766

Lisa Shaffer 
925.528.9278  

CalBRE#00996886

Julie Georgiou 
925.200.8246

CalBRE#01043977 

Kress Hauri/Larry Jacobs
925.899.5739/925.788.1362 

CalBRE#01465617/#01495118

Jim Colhoun
925.200.2795

CalBRE#01029160

COMING SOON

Photo Andy Scheck

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Fall Classes & Activities
Sign-up Today

Yoga, Tai Chi, & More!
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Orinda
Public Meetings
City Council	
Tuesday, Nov. 1, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Oct. 25, 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
Orinda Libraray

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2016, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
City Hall, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda
School Board Meetings
Orinda Unified School District 
Monday, Nov. 14, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:	
www.orindaassociation.org

Alarms	 30
Noise complaints	   5	
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)	   0	
Traffic stops	 21
Suspicious Circumstances	   6	
Suspicious Subjects	   6
Suspicious Vehicles	   4
Abandoned Vehicle
	 Meadow View Rd./Glorietta 
Blvd.
Barking Dog	
	 Orinda Way/Santa Maria Way
	 10 block Tara Rd.
Burglary, Auto	
	 70 block Muth Dr.
	 Casa Orinda
Burglary, Residential
	 10 block Loma Vista Dr.
Death, non-criminal
	 10 block Estates Court	
Disturbance
	 Miramonte High	
Dispute
	 reported to police
	 Safeway 
Drunk in Public
	 Rite Aid
	 Safeway
	 Starbucks 
DUI
	 El Toyonal/Camino Pablo	  	
	 300 block Tahos Rd.
Intoxicated Subject
	 3900 block Happy Valley Rd.	
ID Theft
	 70 block Tarry Ln.
	 10 block North Ln.
Panhandling
	 Safeway
Police/Fire/ EMS
	 80 block La Espiral
	 10 block Theater Square
	 10 block Ridge Ln.
	 200 block Monte Vista Ridge
	 40 block Cedar Terrace
Public Nuisance
	 Lucille Way/Spring Rd.
	 40 block Longridge Rd.
	 Altarinda Rd./Orindawoods
Reckless Driving
	 Moraga Way/Hall Dr.
	 Loma Vista Dr./El Toyonal	  	

	 Camino Pablo/North Ln.
	 Camino Pablo/Camino Sobrante
	 San Pablo Dam Rd./
	       Bear Creek Rd.
	 El Toyonal/Camino Pablo
	 Orinda Intermediate School
Theft, Petty	
	 500 block Tahos Rd.
	 10 block El Patio
	 20 block Robert Rd.
Uncontrollable Juvenile		
	 10 block Owl Hill Rd.		
Warrant Service/Arrest		
	 10 block James Ct.
	 60 block Oak Dr.

Orinda Police Department 
Incident Summary Report 
Sept 18-24 

Orinda Parking Reform—It’s All Or Nothing, But Nothing Yet
By Sora O’Doherty

A consultant presented findings 
of a citywide parking study to 

the Orinda City Council recently 
but the solutions proposed to ease 
the crunch were, at best, ambiva-
lent.  Chris Kinzel of TJKM, a 
Pleasanton  engineering consulting 
firm, suggested five action items 
Oct. 4 including updating signage 
and time limits, increasing enforce-
ment, removing casual carpooling, 
forming a public-private partner-
ship and instituting a residential 
permit program. 
	 The first two action items would  
include posting stricter parking 
time limitations and employing 
an additional parking enforcement 
officer, as well as making “fringe 
areas” less attractive for long term 
parking.  But there was no credible 
suggestion of alternative parking 
space from the consultant, other 
than recommending that the city 
explore public-private cooperation 
to perhaps make private parking 
spaces available at some times to 
the public. 
	 Orindans prize their semi-ru-
ral environment of narrow twisty 
streets with no sidewalks and no 
parking and lots of hills and trees.  
They also love taking BART or 
casual carpooling across the San 
Francisco Bay Bridge.  But resi-

dents have no way to get to BART 
or casual carpooling except to 
drive, and when they do, parking 
and leaving cars all day is causing 
a parking nightmare in Orinda.  To 
the question of where to relocate 
the casual carpool pick-up area, 
Kinzel replied that he did not know. 
Councilmember Dean Orr suggest-
ed that the various approaches had 
to be adopted at the same time, in-
cluding, for example, parking per-
mits issued to residents. 
	 Last November Orinda hired 
TJKM to study the city’s parking 
problems for an amount not to ex-
ceed $49,955, and TJKM presented 
its findings first at a community 
meeting last June.  Kinzel stated 
that an inventory of parking stalls 
in Orinda showed 574 available 
spaces, comprising limited and un-
limited parking.  He admitted that 
TJKM’s study did not count the 
number of private parking places 
in Orinda that, it is hoped, might 
become subject to a public-private 
cooperation to provide all-day 
parking relief for Orinda employ-
ees and BART commuters, nor did 
they approach private owners to 
see if there was any interest in such 
cooperation.  In response to a ques-
tion from Orr, Kinzel stated that 
TJKM did not review the parking 

plan prepared by Orinda staff.
	 The report did suggest a num-
ber of private areas that might be 
appropriate for public-private co-
operation, either with or without 
the need for a shuttle, and a mem-
ber of the public added that, as  the 
California Shakespeare Theater al-
ready runs a BART shuttle for its 
performances, it might be added to 
the list of potential BART park and 
ride venues.  Other areas suggested 
requiring a shuttle include Holy 
Shepherd Church, Saint Mark’s 
Church and the Orinda Commu-
nity Church. No shuttle would be 
required from Safeway, Rite Aid or 
Bank of America.
	 Councilmember Darlene Gee 
asked if the consultants had actually 
talked to BART staff.  They had not.  
However, a representative of BART, 
Nicole Foletta, Principal Planner, 
attended the meeting.  While BART 
is interested in collaborating with 
the city, she said, they aren’t looking 
at providing more parking, but rath-
er wish to encourage other modes 
of access to the station.  She noted 
that BART is looking into the pos-
sibility of designating some parking 
spaces for carpool parking.  They 
have applied for a grant and expect 
to hear whether they have secured it 
in a month.  Mayor Victoria Smith 

wondered where BART parkers 
would be pushed to, if the suggested 
shorter parking periods and greater 
enforcement are implemented, re-
calling that most live in Orinda.
	 Residents on Brookwood Drive 
have been having unpleasant inter-
actions with drivers pushing their 
cars into the bushes in front of the 
residents’ homes, leaving the resi-
dents and their invited guests no 
place to park on their own street. 
And parking for the disabled?  For-
get it. Police Chief Mark Nagel ex-
plained that parking enforcement 
has fallen markedly because the 
sole Orinda parking enforcement 
officer has been pulled to perform 
other duties. He agreed that he 
would like another parking en-
forcement officer and that revenue 
is not the goal of parking enforce-
ment.  To hire a parking officer, the 
department would have to budget 
around $85,000 to cover salary 
and benefits; fines from greater en-
forcement are estimated at approxi-
mately $70,000.  City Manager 
Janet Keeter noted that the normal 
time to add an employee position 
is midyear or at the beginning of a 
new budget cycle in February. 
	 The council will reconvene to 
consider action on the parking is-
sue at a date to be announced. 
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Council Grants Oak Tree Unique Protection on Appeal
By Sora O’Doherty

The life of an heritage coastal 
live oak tree prompted the 

Orinda city council to put in place 
extraordinary protective measures 
while denying an appeal of plan-
ning approval for a new home at 51 
Camino del Diablo.  
	 The perceived threat to the tree 
brought out neighbors in numbers, 
who found it impossible to contain 
their anxiety, shouting out to the 
council even after the public com-
ment period had closed.  
	 At the following meeting, 30 
neighbors turned out to protest the 

approval of a large home remodel 
at 412 Camino Sobrante.  Although 
the council had many complimenta-
ry things to say about the proposed 
remodel, the appeal was granted by 
a 3-to-1 vote, with councilmem-
ber Dean Orr casting the negative 
vote; councilmember Amy Worth 
recused herself as she lives near the 
project. The basis for the denial was 
that the proposed home exceeded 
the recommended maximum floor 
area-to-lot size ratio.
	 The council unanimously de-
nied the Camino del Diablo appeal, 
but added language to the condi-
tions of approval for the project that 
mean that a city-chosen arborist 
will be hired to review the totality 
of the project plans, including grad-
ing, construction and landscaping, 
and make recommendations that 
the developer must follow to pro-
tect the heritage oak tree.  
	 This appeal was brought by 
Leila Schlein. Schlein’s home ad-
joins the subject property, and the 
oak tree stands on the edge of her 
property, just at the property line. 
According to Schlein, the value the 
tree, which she says is well over 
100 years old, adds to her property 

is between $75,000 to $150,000.
	 According to the appellant, the 
lot was separated off from neigh-
bor’s lot as a legally buildable lot, 
but at just over 8,000 square feet is 
a very small lot in a neighborhood 
of 20,000 square-foot lots. Schlein 
alleged that there is “every indica-
tion that my tree will be irrepara-
bly damaged and I will suffer huge 
financial harm,” and noted that the 
city attorney has rejected adding a 
condition whereby the developer 
would have financial responsibility 
for the tree. 
	 Developer Tim Jones of Burk 
Holdings LLC vigorously defend-
ed the planned development. He 
noted that products developed by 
his company sell within an hour. 
He added that he is very familiar 
with building next to oak trees. 
	 In response to concerns raised 
about the potential negative effect 
of the project on the oak, he dis-
cussed the changes made to the 
plans to protect the tree. He stated 
that the company has listened to the 
community, and as a result, all dig-
ging will be done under the super-
vision of an arborist. 
	 ... continued on page A12

Photo Sora O’Doherty

Maureen Wilbur ©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
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Orinda Home with Storybook Charm ~ Available For Lease

Direct: (925) 389-6161   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com    
www.MaureenWilbur.com   CalBRE #01268536

5 Bedrooms 3 Bath Cape Cod style home 
sits back on a large lot in the Orinda Country 
Club neighborhood and near Sleepy Hollow 
Elementary School. The home features large 
living areas including: formal living and dining 
rooms, sunny eat-in kitchen, spacious family 
room, bedroom and full bath on the main floor 
and fenced yard. Lease is $5500 per month and 
includes gardener.     www.534Miner.com



    Wednesday, October 19, 2016              www.lamorindaweekly.com           925-377-0977              LAMORINDA WEEKLY          Page:   A7 

Lamorinda Weekly
Ad design approval

Ad size: half page

date signature

Please reply to:   email: ads@lamorindaweekly.com

Phone: 925 - 377 - 0977  •  Fax: 800 - 690 - 8136

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a 
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

ColdwellBankerHomes.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

Coldwell Banker Orinda

#25, 2-10-16

1265 Upper Happy
Valley, Laf

3340 Helen,
Lafayette

26 Berkeley, Orinda

1201 Bollinger
Canyon, Moraga 

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda 56 Bates, Orinda 314 La Espiral,
Orinda

25 Longbridge,
Orinda

155 Camino Pablo,
Orinda

1907 Newell, Wal-
nut Creek

21 Sandy, Orinda

13 White Oak,
Lafayette

1718 Comstock,
WC - Pending

257 Sandringham,
Moraga

LAFAYETTE $3,695,000
4/3. Prime Happy Valley location! 1 acre
flat, charming single lvl traditional style
gated estate.
The Beaubelle Group  CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,049,000
3/2. Fabulous remodel with great level
yard. Convenient location. Top Schools.

Rick & Nancy Booth  CalBRE#01388020

ORINDA $895,000
4/3. Great value. 2262 SF on .21 acre
lot with views and mature oaks. Tons of
potential!
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

MORAGA $599,000
1/1. Little cottage in the Canyon on
approx 2.5 acres. Remodeled
kitchen/bath/Anderson Windows.
Suzanne Geoffrion CalBRE# 01878803

WALNUT CREEK $1,256,000
4/4.5. Prime Rossmoor single level near
club house. Large living areas, tons of
storage.
McAtee/Wilson    CalBRE#01349169/01809247

MORAGA $1,550,000
3/2.5. Beautiful finishes, 2643 sqft, lovely
landscaping, new appliances, remodeled
master bath.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,430,000
4/2.5. Beautifully Updated! 2484 sqft,
great floorplan, large family room, formal
living/dining, .25 acre flat lot.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,765,000
4/3.5. Branagh Built 2005! 3311
sqft,beautiful detailing,spacious rms, wood
paneled office,high ceilings, .66 acres
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $3,195,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,389,000
4/2.5. Coming Soon. Entertainer's dream
home with views and a pool. Approx.
2113 square feet.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,350,000
4/3.5. 2907 approx. square feet.  One of
a kind Country Club beauty with old
world charm.
Melanie Snow    CalBRE#00878893

ORINDA $789,999
3/2. Downtown location with a view.
Approx. 1700 square feet. Close to
shops, dining and more!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,557,000
4/4.5. Majestic setting in No. Orinda on
mostly flat 0.58 acre lot. Open floor
plan. Don't miss!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

WALNUT CREEK $795,000
3/2. Pottery Barn charm is this adorable
1289 SF home in Parkmead. Close to
K-5 top schools.
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

GRAND 
OPENING 
CELEBRATION
You’re Invited to Coldwell Banker 
Orinda’s Grand Opening Celebration

Thursday, February 18, 2016
5:00 to 7:30 pm

Coldwell Banker
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117

Join us for live music and a
catered affair. 

Contact Coldwell Banker
today to RSVP.
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ORINDA $4,250,000
6/5.5 8+ acres w/potential for subdivision. 
Recently updated with many features. 
One of a kind!!
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

BRIONES -MARTINEZ           $1,895,000
4/2.5 Magnificent Country Estate Built 
2006, the perfect mix: equestrian facility/
home/grounds.
Abrams|Geoffrion CalBRE #01272382

MORAGA $1,550,000
4/2.5 1 story All Updated,Granite 
Kit,CathCeil,Hwd Flrs. Carrera Marble, 
Pool/Waterfall/Lawn
Cookie Javinsky CalBRE #00598341

ORINDA $1,450,000
3/2 Elegantly updated & meticulously 
maintained. Beautiful yard w/ pool, ponds, 
patio & decks
Shellie Kirby CalBRE #01251227

ORINDA $2,775,000
4/3.5 Exquisite 4095sf Mediterranean 
estate w/750sf 1bd 1bth guest cottage 
built in 2008.
Lynn Molloy CalBRE #01910108

ORINDA $1,395,000
6/3.5 Spacious contemporary home on 
private lot with wooded views and fenced 
level area.
Meredith Linamen CalBRE #01918299

LAFAYETTE $2,750,000
5/4.5 NEW CONSTRUCTION! Coveted 
Trails neighborhood. Open floor plan, park 
like setting. A 10!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426

ORINDA $1,385,000
3/2.5 Remodeled charming wood 
shingled traditional! Plus newly 
constructed 1000 SF Great room.
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

MORAGA $2,595,000
5/4.5 Exciting & prestigious in Sanders 
Ranch, 4525 sqft, stunning kitchen,lovely 
garden w/pool!
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

ORINDA $1,349,000
4/3 Mediterranean style home, fully 
renovated interior and landscaped 
gardens.
Melanie Snow CalBRE #00878893

MORAGA $2,099,990
5/3 Lovely 3730 sqft, updated kitchen & 
baths, private master, .30 acre lot w/pool 
& spa.
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

ORINDA $1,875,000
6/6 Exquisite Orinda Country Club 
retreat w/private au-pair/in-law quarters. 
Spacious thru-out
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

ORINDA $1,525,000
5/3 Beautiful new construction close 
to downtown. Spectacular appliances/
finishes throughout.
McAtee|Wilson CalBRE #01349169

MORAGA $749,000
2/2 Highly desirable single level end 
unit. Open flr plan, updated kit,club 
house,pool, tennis
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND
Meet Peter Liu:
“Peter is just simply awesome. Without him, we wouldn’t have been able 
to close the deal. He was always willing to go the extra mile throughout the 
entire process and we found his responsiveness and connections in the 
Lamorinda area to be very valuable. Peter provided us with wonderful 
resources for financing, insurance, inspections and even contractors! We 
are looking forward to working with him in our future purchases/sales and 
would highly recommend him to anyone who is looking to move to the 
Lamorinda area.”
–JQJQ, Orinda Buyer

Meet Steve Stahle:
“My wife and I retained Steve to locate a home in the Orinda area in 2015. 
Within weeks, he located and secured a single family residence for us in 
Orindawoods. Needless to say, we were delighted! Due to his diligent and 
timely work, we were able to close the purchase of the residence within 
30 days. We found Steve to be thorough and timely with great follow up. 
We have recommended Steve to our friends and business acquaintances 
who were in need of a residential REALTOR®.” 
–David, Orinda Buyer

PETER LIU

STEVE STAHLE

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600   |   2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300
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ORINDA $3,149,000
5/4.5 New Construction. Contemporary 
Napa Farmhouse. Gorgeous fixtures and 
finishes.
Finola Fellner CalBRE #01428834

BRIONES -MARTINEZ           $1,895,000
4/2.5 Magnificent Country Estate Built 
2006, the perfect mix: equestrian facility/
home/grounds.
 Abrams|Geoffrion CalBRE #01272382|01878803

ORINDA $1,875,000
4/3.5 Fantastic remodeled ranch home. 
Vaulted ceilings,great room opens to 
patios & level lawn.
Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE #01388020|01341390

ORINDA $1,525,000
5/3 Beautiful new construction close 
to downtown. Spectacular appliances/
finishes throughout.
McAtee|Wilson CalBRE #01349169|01809247

ORINDA $2,775,000
4/3.5 Exquisite 4095sf Mediterranean 
estate w/750sf 1bd 1bth guest cottage 
built in 2008.
Lynn Molloy CalBRE #01910108

ORINDA $1,450,000
3/2 Elegantly updated & meticulously 
maintained. Beautiful yard w/ pool, ponds, 
patio & decks
Shellie Kirby CalBRE #01251227

LAFAYETTE $2,750,000
5/4.5 NEW CONSTRUCTION! Coveted 
Trails neighborhood. Open floor plan, park 
like setting. A 10!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426

ORINDA $1,395,000
6/3.5 Spacious contemporary home with 
updates throughout & au pair unit. Level 
yard area.
Meredith Linamen CalBRE #01918299

MORAGA $2,595,000
5/4.5 Exciting & prestigious in Sanders 
Ranch, 4525 sqft, stunning kitchen,lovely 
garden w/pool!
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,249,000
3/2 1+ acre lot w/stately oaks, this 
location showcases a property that is 
sunny & quiet
McAtee|Wilson CalBRE #01349169|01809247

MORAGA $2,099,990
5/3 Lovely 3730 sqft, updated kitchen & 
baths, private master, .30 acre lot w/pool 
& spa.
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

ORINDA $1,875,000
6/6 Exquisite Orinda Country Club 
retreat w/private au-pair/in-law quarters. 
Spacious thru-out
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

MORAGA $1,550,000
4/2.5 1 story All Updated,Granite 
Kit,CathCeil,Hwd Flrs. Carrera Marble, 
Pool/Waterfall/Lawn
Cookie Javinsky CalBRE #00598341

MORAGA $675,000
3/2.5 Convenient location,close to high 
school,1800 sf,attached 2 car gar. & steps 
to pool.
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

SETTING THE BAR. THEN RAISING IT.
Meet Andi Brown:
“Andi recently represented us in the sale of our home. It was my parents’ home 
of over 50 years and had not been updated. With Andi’s expert guidance and 
contractor connections we restored key systems and amenities of the home to 
position it for maximum exposure. It sold for a price that exceeded my wildest 
expectations. Andi worked very diligently as this major project unfolded to sell at 
just the right time. She’s a gem!”
–John H., Orinda Seller

Meet Sheryl Kortright:
“Sheryl worked extremely hard as our REALTOR® and ultimately made our vision 
of living in Moraga possible. When we were still in Connecticut, Sheryl went 
above and beyond—scouting out properties that might work for us and sending 
us videos that she took of them. She also helped us with a “Plan B” since the 
market was very limited when we were trying to buy. Even when we were ready 
to make an offer on a house in our second-choice town, Sheryl continued to 
check with other REALTORS® to see if there might be a house for us in Moraga
—and she found one! Because of her perserverance, we were able to make a 
preemptive offer on a home in Moraga.”
–Rachel & Keith Walsh, Moraga Buyer

ANDI BROWN

SHERYL KORTRIGHT
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Integrity       Knowledge       Results

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Thinking of  selling your home?

CalBRE#01335916

The local home market remains very strong. 
There's still time for savvy sellers to take advantage

of  the extremely favorable market conditions.

Call me for a personalized plan to get 
top $$$ for your home!

Experienced Leadership in Orinda Schools
I am proud to have served the past four years on the Orinda School Board!
With our new Superintendent in place, it's an exciting time in our district!

Priorities:
• Providing an exceptional educational environment

and a supportive and safe school climate for all
students, teachers, and staff;

• Improving communication, transparency, and
collaboration among all stakeholders; parents,
students, staff, and our community;

• Monitoring our budget process, for fiscal stability
and accountability, and to attract and retain quality
staff, while ensuring long-term financial health.

Endorsements, partial list: 
Tom Torlakson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Joan Buchanan,  former CA Assembly Member, District 16,
Orinda Education Association (Orinda Teachers)
California School Employees Association, Orinda Chapter

Experience Matters!     
I respectfully ask for your vote.   Sarah Butler

SarahGButler@hotmail.com  www.SarahGButler.com

for Orinda School Board

Paid for by Sarah Butler for Orinda School Board 2016, FPPC #1389694

SARAH BUTLER
Re-Elect

Orinda Association Celebrates 70 Years

Photo Sora O’Doherty
Orinda City Council delivers a proclamation honoring the Orinda Association on its 70th Anniversary. 
Back row, from left, Dean Orr (City Council), Tom Romaneck (OA Board), Darlene Gee (City Council), 
Eve Philips (Vice Mayor), Bill Waterman (OA past president).
Front row, from left, Cindy Powell (OA President), Chris Laszcz-Davis (OA Board Member), Kate Wiley 
(OA Past President), Joe Garvey (OA Vice-President), Joe Haughin (OA Board member).

Taverna    
  Pellegrini

Happy Hour, 3 to 6 everyday: 	

      $5 Appetizers, $5 Well Drinks & House Wines

Early Bird Special, 7 days a week 4 to 6:
  
  Choice of Soup or Salad
  Choice of 5 Entrées
  Glass of House Wine

Taverna Pellegrini
925-258-4200

65 Moraga Way, Orinda

$24.95
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	 But as Piertzak points out, al-
though Lafayette Elementary is the 
city’s most “walkable” school, it is 
situated in the most congested area, 
which raises safety concerns. 
	 Mayor Mark Mitchell attended 
and explained that it is the city’s 
wish to work closely with the 
schools to improve sidewalks and 
safety. 
	 School Principal Ann Kim said, 
“We are proud that our community 
places such a high value on com-
ing together to encourage a healthy 
and active lifestyle for our children.  
Our school district is working with 
the city and the police department 
to reduce traffic congestion by pro-
moting safe walking and biking 
routes to school for our students.” 
	 She made the point that, “Ac-
tivities such as Walk/Bike to School 
Day also encourage our parents to 
get to know one another better and 
meet neighbors.”
	 And certainly to the children 
enjoying snacks and socializing be-
fore school on that chilly morning, 
it was all about fun.  PTA President 
Christina Tibbals pointed out that 
it is another example of how such 
events add to the sense of commu-
nity. 
	 Stefania Kaplanes, parent of 
a third-grader and kindergartener, 

rode bikes with her children on that 
morning. She said that in her work 
in the trauma department at High-
lands Hospital she sees many inju-
ries that are the result of disregard-
ing safety. For her, she said that it is 
all about helmet safety, crosswalk 
safety and wearing protective and 
reflective gear.
	 The enthusiasm for walking or 
biking to school continued in the 
classroom with activities such as 
graphing in first grade through the 
day. Stickers were being handed 
out and worn with pride by those 
who did not arrive by car.
	 At least one of the teachers cy-

cled in. The science teacher, Jona-
thon Winter, setting an excellent 
example in his protective clothing, 
was quite the celebrity in the Plaza 
as the children spotted him. He 
says he cycles in quite often.
	 The Walk to School organiza-
tion claims that a one-time event 
such as this one can increase the 
number of students who walk or 
bike to school even weeks after the 
day of the event. 
	 So keep an eagle eye out for 
diminutive scholars heading into 
school and give them plenty of 
room – they are keeping fit AND 
reducing congestion downtown.

Fire Districts
Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 7 p.m. 
Go to the website for meeting 
location, times and agendas.  Visit 
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Oct. 25, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District To Award Station  
Contract; ConFire Moves Forward on Station 16
By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict board plans to award the 

contract for reconstruction of fire 
station 43 in north Orinda at its Oct. 
19 meeting. The district unsealed 
bids for the project Oct. 4 and out 

of eight entries, the $2,660,129 
bid submitted by Pacific Mountain 
Contractors beat the next com-
petitor’s by more than $150,000.  
Pacific Mountain Contractors re-
cently won the construction bid for 

San Ramon Valley Fire Prevention 
District station 32 in Alamo.
	 Fire Chief Stephen Healy said 
he expects the rebuild of the Via 
Las Cruces station to be complet-
ed in one year and to finish under 
its $4.5 million budget, which in-
cludes demolition, construction, 
temporary living quarters for the 
firefighters and soft costs incurred 
since 2011, when the board first au-
thorized the project.
	 The Contra Costa County Fire 
Protection District filed its appli-
cation with the Lafayette design 
review commission Sept. 30 to re-
build fire station 16 on Los Arabis 
Drive. “We don’t expect any issues, 
thanks to a lot of citizen input,” said 
Deputy Chief Lewis Broschard. 
“The station will be consistent with 
the neighborhood and with the de-

sires of the community.”
	 Broschard said he hopes to re-
ceive design approval in Decem-
ber, and then architectural plans 
can go out to bid by the first of the 
year. ConFire expects to complete 
the project in early 2018.
	 Contra Costa County closed 
uninhabitable fire station 16 in 
2012 and placed its engine com-
pany out of service, while MOFD 
had long planned to rebuild badly 
deteriorated station 43. Sensing 
an opportunity to improve service 
and to save a significant amount of 
operational revenue, the two dis-
tricts proposed to jointly build fire 
station 46 on the Orinda-Lafayette 
border to replace the two stations, 
but the deal unraveled last year.

	

$1 OFFWatch BatteryWith This Coupon.

925-952-4488 www.TheTickTockStore.com

1547-A Palos Verdes Mall, Walnut Creek
(In Lunardi's Center, behind UPS Store)

We Make
House Calls

On Grandfather
Clocks!

The Tick Tock Store
The Right Place For The Right Time

Batteries • Bands •Repair

FREE Estimates
Rolex-Tag Heuer Repair Center

Specialize in grandfather clock and watch repairs

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

Home Radios Make Lamorinda Communication Safe
By Cathy Dausman 

First responders and volunteer 
communicators in Lamorinda 

now have a standardized com-
munication plan for Family Radio 
Service (FRS) and General Mobile 
Radio Service (GMRS) use, says 
Lamorinda emergency prepared-
ness coordinator Dennis Rein. 
	 The plan was a collaboration 
between Rein and the Lamorinda 
Area Radio Interest Group tech-
nical committee and is for use by 
Lamorinda CERT and the general 
public. The plan assigns one radio 
frequency to generalized neighbor-
hood zones (as designated by po-
lice and fire) in Lamorinda. Lafay-
ette has 17 zones; Moraga has 23, 
Orinda 25. LARIG has already de-
veloped a more complex standard-
ized radio plan for use on amateur 
frequencies.  
	 FRS radios, or walkie-talkies 
as they are more familiarly known, 
and their big brother GMRS radios, 
are used for short distance, two-
way communications. 

	 CERT members rely on FRS 
and GMRS frequencies to relay in-
formation in the event of a natural 
or man-made disaster. 
	 “Every neighborhood in Lafay-
ette, Moraga and Orinda has been 
assigned a certain FRS radio chan-
nel, which should minimize confu-
sion and cross-talk on the radios,” 
said Lamorinda CERT Program 
Manager Duncan Seibert. Seibert 
said each nine-week CERT train-
ing course includes emergency ra-
dio communications training. Rein 
said several Lamorinda neighbor-
hoods already hold monthly “radio 
nets” during a set time and night 
and check in to stay in practice.
	 While FRS radio operators are 
unlicensed, GMRS operators are 
required to obtain a license from 
the Federal Communications Com-
mission. One licensed family mem-
ber over 18 insures that all other 
family members, regardless of age, 
can operate on the GMRS band. Li-
censes are good for five years and 
are renewable. 
	 FRS and GMRS signals travel 
a straight path until an obstacle 
(hill or building) blocks signal re-
ception. With the use of a strategi-
cally placed repeater, GMRS radio 
signals can skip over obstacles and 
relay the signal even farther. 
	 LARIG volunteers recently 
completed the construction of 
three GMRS radio repeaters — 
one each in Lafayette, Moraga 
and on the hills above Orinda. 
“We paid attention to the hill and 
valley nature of Lamorinda when 
the (channel) assignments were 
made. However, we are open to 
modifying the assignments if 
they prove unworkable,” said 

Fred Lothrop of Lafayette. 
	 Lothrop, Lafayette Emergency 
Preparedness Commission chair, 
is also on the LARIG technical 
committee. He said the Lafayette 
GMRS repeater was put to a major 
test when it was used for radio dis-
patch during September’s Lafay-
ette Art & Wine Festival. Lothrop 
calls the GMRS repeaters “mirrors 
in the sky,” and said “operation was 
flawless to all parts of the festival, 
and throughout the city.”
	

The Great California Shakeout 
(10:20 a.m. Oct. 20.; www.
shakeout.org/california) is 
the perfect time to test your 
neighborhood’s emergency 
communications plan, said 
Dennis Rein. “But don’t just use 
your (Family Radio Service/
General Mobile Radio Service) 
radio once and put it away; keep 
it handy — and charged—all the 
time.”

The remnants of old station 43.	 Courtesy of MOFD

From left, Mayor Mark Mitchell, Jonathan Winter and Emily Pietrzak.
Photo Pippa Fisher

Walk/Bike to School Day	 ... continued from page A2

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

Orinda Neighborhood Emergency Communications Plan 
Proposed FRS Channels 

Orinda Downs
FRS CH- 4

Canyon Ranch Estates
FRS CH- 14

St Stephens
FRS CH- 5

Claremont/Monte Vista 
FRS CH- 8 

Bates
FRS CH- 3

Overhill
FRS CH- 2

Scenic
FRS CH- 10

Brookwood
FRS CH- 6

Donald Dr.
FRS CH- 12

Wilder
FRS CH- 11

Hall Dr
FRS CH- 4 

Crest View
FRS CH- 5

Lost Valley
FRS CH- 8

Don Gabriel 
FRS CH- 9 

Ivy Drive
FRS CH- 1

Oak
FRS CH- 14

Miramonte HS
FRS CH- 3

Meadow Park 
FRS CH- 13 

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Quality Hearing Aids • In Ear Monitors • Ear Mold Impressions
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Swim Plugs • Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations
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FREE Consultations
FREE Hearing Screenings
and now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA
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Four candidates look to succeed 
retiring East Bay Regional Park 

District board member John Sutter 
of Ward 2, which includes all of 
Lamorinda. The candidates, listed 
alphabetically, present their case to 
Lamorinda voters.

 Kent Fickett
 Fickett has lived in the Lamor-
inda area for over 25 years with his 
wife Beckee Beemer and his two 
children, Daniel and Ellena. “Our 
family loves all of our regional 
parks and trails. We have biked, 
hiked, and walked our dogs in most 
of the 65 regional parks and numer-
ous connecting trails,” he said.
 Fickett plans to work with Mor-

to connect the trail from Moraga 
Commons to Country Club Road 
along the creek north of School 
Street and the Ranch House. He 
would install electric car charging 
stations at all regional park park-
ing lots where power is available. 
Fickett proposes to pursue exist-
ing funds from Sacramento for a 
BART to Parks program, offering 
reduced Bay Area Rapid Transit 
system weekend family round trip 

fares to the new Concord Hills 
Regional Park. He would institute 
a pilot program from the Ward 2 
stations in the Oakland and Lam-
orinda areas, and then expand the 
program to other East Bay BART 
stations.
 Fickett said he will continue current 
conservative budget practices to make sure 
taxpayer funds are properly balanced between 
parks, trails and park employees. “I do not 
want to see a BART-labor type problem at our 
Regional Park District,” he said.

 Audree Jones-Taylor
 The former superintendent for 
the San Francisco Recreation and 
Parks Department, Jones-Taylor 
recently retired as director for Oak-
land Parks and Recreation, where 
she managed nearly 1,400 employ-
ees and supervised park assets, in-
cluding 2,500 acres of open space. 

-
tor of the department in its more 
than 100-year history. 
 Jones-Taylor, with a master’s 
degree in leadership from Saint 
Mary’s College, said she has dedi-
cated her 40-year professional life 
to managing parks and recreation, 

with an emphasis on serving the 
most vulnerable populations of the 
community, and has demonstrated 
leadership as a steward of natural 
resources including preservation 
and expansion of open spaces and 
parkland, urban creeks, trails and 
shoreline.
 “What I will bring to the Lam-
orinda community is the commit-
ment to be involved, engaged and 
an advocate for protecting the re-
maining hillside and ridgelines,” 
said Jones-Taylor. “I have been on 
your trails, walked in your parks 
and have listened to your concerns. 
I want to be your voice on the 
board of directors to ensure there is 
an awareness of the value of pre-
serving and protecting open space 
in addition to providing safe and 
enjoyable spaces for children and 
seniors.”

 John Roberts
 A federal bank regulator, Rob-
erts plans to bring regulatory tools 
to the board to help lower the costs 
of running the park district. For ex-

auditor report directly to the board 
-

manager. Roberts also favors an 
-

cal performance and he endorses  
a bottom-up approach to district 
management operations. “This 
would be in coordination with the 
park supervisor whose performance 
evaluation would be based in part 
on cooperation with park users and 
the community,” Roberts said. 
 “Park visitors should get a 
sense of ownership of our parks, 
not a sense of dread from its many 
rules and restrictive policies,” Rob-
erts said. He plans to improve park 
trailhead accessibility, making it 
easier to connect with the local trail 
network either through trail devel-
opment or by purchasing or part-
nering for greenbelt access points.
 Roberts would allow mountain 
bikes on trails suitable for multi-
use, adding suggestion boxes with 
names of park supervisors at each 
park trailhead, and the elimina-
tion of park fees. “The government 
should focus on collecting taxes 
and treating everyone fairly, not on 

-
vate sector focus,” Roberts said.

 Dee Rosario

 An East Bay Regional Park 
District retiree, whose 37-year ca-
reer included stints as park ranger, 

Rosario would bring to the board 
a perspective borne of district ex-
perience. He will push for better 
public access to the board through 
evening meetings, and will commit 
to personal meetings with constitu-
ents on a regular basis. To provide 
the public with unbiased access to 

-
didate will advocate that the chief 

the board. 
 Rosario will work to reduce the use of 
herbicides, making parks safer for the public 
and the environment. 
 He does not foresee major 
changes in trail use. Multi-use trails 
form the backbone of the park dis-
trict, he said, allowing shared use 
and access for maintenance and 
emergency vehicles, but for safety, 
bikes should be restricted from 
single-track trails, except where 
designated. Dogs are required to be 
on leash in public use areas and re-
source protection areas and should 
be allowed off leash, under voice 
control, in other areas, he said. 
 “I want to see the park district 
become not only the largest land 
owner in the East Bay, but an envi-
ronmental leader, protecting natural 
resources, incorporating alternative 
energy sources, and maximizing 
educational opportunities.” 
 EBRP directors earn $100 for 
each meeting they attend, capped 
at $1000 per month. They also re-
ceive a parks district lifetime pass.

Nov. 8 Election Coverage
East Bay Park District Candidates Make a Play in Lamorinda
By Nick Marnell

Debora Allen, Gail Murray Square Off  in District 1 BART Race
By Nick Marnell

A large portion of Lamorinda re-
sides in District 3 of the Bay 

Area Rapid Transit system, with 
only a sliver of Lafayette included 
in District 1. But within that sliver 
lies the Lafayette BART station. 
The two candidates for the District 

1 board seat explain what they will 
do for the system’s Lafayette cus-
tomers. 
 “The Lafayette BART station 
will see a transformation next year 
with contracts for two projects now 

Gail Murray, who outlined her ac-
complishments. The parking lots 
will be repaved, new shade trees 
will be planted in the larger lot and 
along an improved sidewalk, and 

improve routing for all vehicles. So-
lar panels will be installed in more 
than 400 spaces in the northeast 
parking lot, Murray said, providing 
shaded parking and saving energy.
 

-
ed to the BART board was con-
struction of the ramp that connects 
the south entrance to the Lafayette 
station with downtown Lafayette. 
“At that time, people with mobility 
challenges had to travel out of their 
way from downtown along Mt. 
Diablo Boulevard to Happy Val-
ley Road to the north entrance to 

BART, roughly twice the distance 
they now do,” Murray said. 
 New train cars will be soon ar-
riving to the Pittsburg-Bay Point 
line, Murray said. The cars will be 
put into service next spring.
 Debora Allen, a director with 
the Contra Costa County Employ-
ees’ Retirement Association, made 
her case as the challenger.
 “The poor condition of our sta-

-
tors that continually break down 
and lack of adequate public safety 
protection are a direct result of 

-
agement of the BART agency by its 
board of directors,” said Allen, who 
referenced a   projected $477 mil-

budget over the next 10 years. 
 She stressed her experience 

business owner to bring the disci-
pline and expertise needed to de-

BART management, “something 
my opponent has failed to do over 

said. “I will make the tough deci-
sions, independent of the construc-

-

improves, the satisfaction of riders 
with the experience on BART will 
improve.”   
 Allen listed public safety, in-
creased parking and equipment 
maintenance among her top priori-
ties for improvement as District 1 
director.
 BART directors earn $1,525 
per month and enjoy free transpor-
tation on the system.

Debora Allen Photos provided Gail Murray 
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Lafayette Institution is the Place to Find Scary Seasonal Novelties
By Victor Ryerson

Whether looking for a fright-
ening Halloween mask or 

perhaps an even scarier cutout of 
a presidential candidate, Lamorin-
dans in the know visit Boswell’s 
Party Supplies, an unassuming 
concrete building on Mt. Diablo 
Boulevard that is filled with every 
manner of novelty items and party 
supplies.
	  “We have everything,” says co-
owner Mary Ellen Boswell of the 

eponymous mom-and-pop store. 
And, it seems, generations of par-
tygoers and party-throwers know it. 
It is a rare resident that hasn’t out-
fitted a birthday party, holiday par-
ty, or special occasion celebration 
at Boswell’s. The fact that the mere 
mention of the store’s name gener-
ally elicits immediate recognition 
from any child or adult qualifies it 
as a local institution, particularly 
during the holiday season.

	 Right now, of course, Hal-
loween items are hot. Oh yes, and 
political novelties. “Halloween 
during an election year is always a 
little more fun because people like 
to make fun of candidates,” says 
Mary Ellen’s husband, Luke. Don-
ald Trump is an easy target, he says.  
“We have been selling paper masks 
of Trump, as well as cardboard 
stand-ups.”
	 The store started as an out-
growth of a business run by Luke 
Boswell’s mother, Paula, out of her 
basement in the late 1970s. A Ger-
man teacher, Paula needed supplies 
for an Oktoberfest. When she found 
them, she and her husband also 
invested $500 in an inventory of 
carnival supplies to sell from their 
home. The couple attended trade 
shows and picked up more carnival 
supplies – those little favors you 
win in the games at the midway, 
for example – as well as doll house 
furniture, and the eclectic business 
was born.
	 Luke and Mary Ellen joined the 
business after graduating from col-
lege, and eventually bought Paula 
out. In the meantime, they started 
their first store in Lafayette in 1979, 
and then others in Danville, Pache-
co and Pleasanton. Party supplies 

were added later, and continue to 
be the mainstay of the business.
	 The recession was not kind to 
the business, and the Pacheco and 
Pleasanton stores closed, leaving 
the Lafayette and Danville stores to 
soldier on in the face of competi-
tion from big corporate party sup-
ply stores and online businesses. 
One thing that differentiates Bo-
swell’s from those competitors is 
that it still sells the carnival items, 
and bins of them are stacked from 
floor to ceiling on the back wall of 
the store. The Boswells attend trade 
shows and buy their stock from 
some 300 individual suppliers, 
Mary Ellen emphasizes, whereas 
their big corporate competitors 
get their inventory from a single 
source.
	 She is also quick to point out 
that they hire “a lot of local kids,” 
not merely to staff the store, but 
also to give them an opportunity to 
work in the retail world and pick 
up useful business knowledge. The 
store is a colorful place, and the 
kids seem to have a lot more fun 
working there than they do behind 
a fast food counter. 
	 The Boswells have made an ef-
fort to hire a significant number of 
youngsters with disabilities such as 

mild autism, so they can learn so-
cial and business skills under close 
supervision. Many young work-
ers have gone on to start their own 
businesses, according to Mary El-
len, who also expressed great pride 
in the diversity of their staff.
	 Whatever you might need to 
celebrate the season’s events, you 
will probably be able to find it in 
the store’s jumbled stock. “What 
we have seen over the years is that 
the sale of complete costumes is 
limited mainly to younger children, 
and adults who are willing to spend 
a lot of money,” Luke says.  “What 
that leaves is costume accesso-
ries, such as wigs, glasses, beards, 
hats, boas, etc. We have also seen 
people decorating their homes 
with Halloween yard decorations 
to the same degree as Christmas, 
and some people going crazy with 
scary scenes in their yard.”
	 And if you want a full-size 
cardboard cutout of either presi-
dential candidate to round out the 
scene in your yard standing next to 
a ghoulish zombie, you can find it 
there. Nobody says you can’t have 
a little fun this season.
	

Left to right, assistant store manager Susan Saltzmann, Orinda college stu-
dent Tanya Salmeron, and Dalton Boswell, grandson of the store’s founder, 
demonstrate some of the season’s offerings -- including a very creepy 
clown. 					             Photos Victor Ryerson

If you have a business brief to share, please contact 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com.

Business Bites
Compiled by Victor Ryerson

First Responder gets Moraga’s Employee of the Month Nod
	 Dan Dick, a fire captain for the Moraga-Orinda Fire District, has been 
named the Moraga Employee of the Month for September. Captain Dick 
has been serving Moraga for nine years, and an asset to the department 
since he began as a reserve volunteer firefighter in 2006. He is responsible 
for overseeing the fire station, crew and apparatus, as well as serving as 
the chair of the unit’s Administrative Committee.
	 “Dan is a calm, thoughtful, mature and highly intelligent leader,” said 
Fire Chief Stephen Healy.  “He … handles difficult situations with a 
thoughtful, big picture approach. We’re lucky to have him in the com-
munity.”                                                                                                        
	 In winning the award, the Moraga Rotary and Chamber of Commerce 
will award Dick a gift card to Safeway and a gift card to Ristorante Ama-
roma in Moraga. He will be presented with his award and gifts at an 
upcoming Moraga Rotary lunch at Saint Mary’s College.
Snapspot is a Family Affair
	 Snapspot.co is a new company formed by the energetic Gonzales fam-
ily, recently featured in this newspaper as Family Feud participants. Patri-
arch Ed and his wife Girlynda formed the company to teach their daugh-
ters how to start and operate a small business, Ed says, and the young 
women, ages 17 and 25, have been involved in every step from initial 
market research to website development.
	 The company, SNAPSPOT, LLC d.b.a.snapspot.co, utilizes the Selfie 
Station platform to enable a guest to take his or her own photograph with 
a high-quality professional camera, and then print, text, email or share 
it instantly by uploading it to social media accounts like Facebook and 
Twitter.  Want to know more about how it works?  Check it out online at 
the website, www. snapspot.co.
Wellness for the Ages
	 Home Care Assistance has recently opened an office near Whole Foods 
at 3518 Mount Diablo Blvd., Suite P in Lafayette to better serve the Lam-
orinda community. An Open House from 4 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 
10 will address the importance of bringing the Lamorinda community 
together to support the needs of the area’s aging population. Educational 
talks from the Home Care Assistance team and Eileen Nevitt, LCSW, 
ACSW, CMC will focus on how each senior, their families and care 
teams can communicate effectively so the individual can reach optimal 
levels of safety, health and wellness. The event will also include a ribbon 
cutting with the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce and a silent auction 
with the proceeds going to support Mobility Matters. Please RSVP to 
Francesca Vogel, 925-989-6877.
 
Chamber Music
	 Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
	 www.lafayettechamber.org  (925) 284-7404
Social Media Workshop, 6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 19, Lafayette Library 
Homework Center.
Mixer at Byron Park, 5:30 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 26, 1700 Tice Valley 
Blvd., Walnut Creek.

Moraga Chamber of Commerce www.moragachamber.org (925) 323-6524

Orinda Chamber of Commerce  www.orindachamber.org  (925) 254-3909

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are 
intended to inform the community about 
local business activities, not to endorse a 
particular company, product or service.

From left: Wendy Scheck, Fire Chief Spephen Healy, Captain Dan Dick 
and Kevin Reneau                                                                         Photo provided

SAFE FAMILY FUN

Friday, October 28
4pm - 6pm

Trick or Treat at Participating Local Businesses
 in Downtown Lafayette!

Recommended for children 9 & under.

Sponsored by the Lafayette Chamber      www.lafayettechamber.org

FREE

TRICKOR

TREAT 
 STREET

#LafayetteEvents

trick or treat
Costumed children are invited to Trick or Treat the businesses of

Rheem Valley on Halloween, October 31st from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Free* Halloween Candy from participating businesses.

Sponsored by Rheem Valley businesses. Children must be accompanied by an adult. *While supplies last. Rheem Blvd. at Moraga Rd. in Moraga

rheemvalley.net
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Nov. 8 Election Coverage

Are Proud to Endorse

for Orinda City Council 2016

Darlene Gee & Inga Miller

Partial List of Endorsements
 Steve Glazer, California State Senator, 

District 7
 Victoria Smith, Mayor of Orinda
 Amy Worth, Orinda Councilmember
 Dean Orr, Orinda Councilmember
 Bobbie Landers, Former Mayor of Orinda
 Sue Severson, Former Mayor of Orinda
 Tom McCormick, Former Mayor of Orinda
 Terry Murphy, Chair, Citizens’ 

Infrastructure Oversight Commission
 Richard Nelson, Vice-Chair, Citizens’ 

Infrastructure Oversight Commission
 Linda Landau, Former President, OUSD 

Board and Orinda Association
 Pat Rudebusch, Former President,  

OUSD Board
 Inga Miller, Candidate, Orinda Council

 Cara Hoxie, Candidate, OUSD Board
 Hillary Weiner, Candidate, OUSD Board
 Susie Epstein, Board Member, Acalanes 

Union High School District
 Steve Harwood, Lamorinda Arts 

Council  |  Former President, Educational 
Foundation of Orinda

 Joan Kiekhaefer, Former President, 
Educational Foundation of Orinda

 Cindy Powell, President, Orinda 
Association

 Kate Wiley, Former President, Orinda 
Association

 Mark Roberts, Former President, Orinda 
Association

 Richard Westin, Co-Founder, Orinda 
Community Foundation

 Brad Barber, Director, MOFD
 Alex Evans, Director, MOFD
 Robert Burt, Member, Orinda  

Finance Advisory Committee
 Carol Penskar, Member/Former 

Chair, Orinda Finance Advisory 
Committee

 Julie Whitsitt, Former 
Commissioner, Orinda Parks 
and Recreation

 Cassandra Forth, Campaign 
Co-chair, Orinda Measure L

 Stephanie Davis, Former 
President, Orinda Junior 
Women’s Club

 Tom Trowbridge, OrindaVision
 What’s Up Downtown Orinda?

V
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Darlene K. Gee
Orinda City Council

www.darlenegeeforcouncil.com

Paid for by Committee to Elect Darlene Gee for City Council 2016, FPPC 1387114

 EXPERIENCED ENGAGED  EFFECTIVE

“The City Council is so fortunate to have Darlene 
bring her professional expertise to the rehabilitation 
of Orinda’s roads and infrastructure. As a 
consensus-builder and committed City and school 
volunteer, Darlene will continue to provide the 
leadership that Orinda needs!”

— Victoria Smith, Mayor of Orinda

Darlene’s Top Priorities
1.  Complete Orinda’s roads and drainage rehabilitation

2.  

3.  

4.  Plan a vibrant downtown while preserving our 
small town feel and beautiful natural environment 

Key Differences Emerge At Candidates Forum 	 ... continued from page A5
He further expressed that the whole 
MCSP needed to be re-examined 
by the whole community. He added 
that the needs of the property own-
ers have to be taken into account 
and that to build a downtown that 
will be attractive, it has to make 
sense to all parties.
	 Korpus, who has been on the 
planning commission since the 
beginning of the year, is most pas-
sionate about this issue. She was 
active in opposing the City Venture 
project arguing that it was not com-
pliant with the fundamental prin-
ciples set in the General Plan. She 
believes that it is true of the whole 
MCSP and that it should be recon-
sidered. She said she was not anti-
development, but that new projects 
should not compromise Moraga’s 
semi-rural character.
	 The candidates did not agree 
on the future of the Hacienda de 

las Flores. Crossley sees it as a 
successful public venue, as demon-
strated during the recent Hacienda 
nights. He added that recreation is 
a public service provided by the 
town to residents and does not have 
to be a profit center. Korpus did not 
agree and said that she would rath-
er stop the losses. She also agreed 
with Wykle that the exploration 
of a public-private partnership the 
town started should be completed 
and all possibilities explored. Frit-
zky noted that there was no consen-
sus in town on what to do with the 
Hacienda, and that it was up to the 
community to decide what it wants 
done with the town’s asset.
	 Management of infrastructure 
and transit was also a topic of dif-
ferentiation among the candidates. 
Wykle and Crossley see that Moraga 
has a traffic problem mostly linked 
to schools’ commute. Wykle men-

tioned opening of negotiations with 
both high schools, Campolindo and 
Miramonte, and also the Moraga 
Livable Roads plan that will make 
walking and biking to school safer.  
	 Crossley noted that storm drain 
issues were also an infrastructure 
issue. 
	 To address commute time, Frit-
zky proposed staging school times 
and having people adjust their 
schedules. She also noted that with 
more development would come 
more traffic. 
	 Korpus took the topic a step 
further saying that traffic patterns 
have changed in recent years, that 
people coming from Oakland now 
find their way east through Moraga 
thanks to mobile apps such as Waze, 
and that the traffic studies that were 
done six or seven years ago should 
be redone. She mentioned security 
risks linked to increased numbers 

of cars and said that new ways to 
enter and exit Moraga should be 
considered, maybe at the end of 
Camino Pablo or through Bollinger 
Canyon.
	 For those who were not able 
to attend the meeting, Lamorinda 
Weekly recorded it and it is on-
line at lamorindaweekly.com and 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org. 

The recording is divided in chap-
ters according to the questions 
that were asked. Moraga Citizens 
Network (MCN) organizes this 
forum in keeping with its mission 
to promote civic awareness. MCN 
had asked for questions to its 1,500 
members and selected eight for the 
candidates.

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

FALL SPECIAL
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	 Worth Freeman
	 Worth Freeman insists on more 
transparency from BART, and using 
the San Francisco Municipal Tran-
sit Authority as his model he will 
push for publication of post-event 
summaries for incidents like the 
service disruption on the Pittsburg-
Bay Point line in March. The Fres-
no State graduate says that when a 
delay occurs, system agents should 
tell passengers what is happening 
and explain to them their options. 
“I personally hate that Twitter is the 
first resource to go to when there is 
a delay on BART,” Freeman said.
	 Freeman will work with local 
transportation agencies, such as 
County Connection and AC Tran-
sit, to coordinate timed transfers 
and express buses so that BART 
riders can get to their destinations 
more reliably. He also promises to 
create initiatives to upgrade BART 
stations, reaching out to local artists 
to help redesign the stations so they 
match the character of the commu-
nities they represent.
	 Although Freeman is in favor 
of Measure RR,  he said he wished 
it had gone even further to address 
the $10 billion the system needs 
to complete its reconstruction. He 
promises to begin negotiations 
early with labor unions and to get 
deeply involved in the process. 
	 “The 2013 strikes did not occur 
because of greedy BART unions 
but they occurred because the board 
was negligent in following the ne-
gotiations and missed key details,” 
Freeman said. “As a web pro-
grammer I’m very hands-on with 
projects and I couldn’t fathom just 
being a third party to such an im-
portant negotiation.”
	 Varun Paul
	 Varun Paul intends to be the 

voice of the ridership. He promises 
to take no compensation as a direc-
tor, and he also plans to fight for and 
implement a system fare freeze. “I 
question any board member or can-
didate that has accepted compensa-
tion or will, during these difficult fi-
nancial times at  BART,” Paul said.
	 To improve system perfor-
mance, the UC Berkeley graduate 
plans to gather, analyze and publish 
financial and operational data and 
report the results live and online, 
achieving efficiencies and transpar-
ency similar to the way operations 
are managed in the private sector. A 
health care consultant, Paul intends 
to create a BART medical unit to 
better handle medical emergencies, 
again reducing delays and improv-
ing performance. And Paul favors 
more police visibility throughout 
the system, suggesting that BART  
police move from the police station 
to the BART stations.
	 Paul reserved his harshest criti-
cism for BART management. “I 
will push for the removal of the 
current general manger whose gross 
compensation and terrible tactics in 
negotiation and management led to 
breakdowns and a strike,” he said.  
Paul said he will begin the next set 
of labor negotiations his first day 
on the job, creating a diverse team 
of labor leaders,  BART workers, 
community groups, business lead-
ers and passengers to negotiate and 
earn the trust of all  citizens. 
	 “BART lacks a bridge between labor and 
management, including a transparent and pub-
lic negotiating process,” Paul said. “I will work 
to fix that and Lamorinda citizens can help 
achieve that by voting for me.”
	 Rebecca Saltzman
	 The incumbent stressed her 
accomplishments. She listed her 
top priority as keeping the system 

running reliably and sustainably, 
emphasizing her support for dou-
bling the percentage of the capital 
budget spent on system reinvest-
ment. Saltzman said she helped se-
cure district funding for the BART-
Orinda Downtown Access Ramp 
and Lighting Project, as well as 
for improved signage at the Orinda 
station. “In my second term I plan 
to work on further upgrades to the 
Orinda station, including the resto-
ration of the station murals.” 
	 She strongly supports Measure 
RR, insisting that BART cannot 
use the bond funds for anything but 
acquisition or improvement of real 
property. “Of interest to Lamorinda 
voters, Measure RR will also help 
ensure rider safety in the Berkeley 
Hills Tunnel, which connects to 
Orinda, by funding the repair of 
tracks in the tunnel that have been 
misaligned by creeping earthquake 
faults,” Saltzman said. 
	 Saltzman serves on the district 
Strategic Finance Committee. She 
pointed out that the committee 
gained board approval to increase 
the district reserve fund from 5 per-
cent to 15 percent of annual oper-
ating expenses, approximating one 
month of BART expenses. She also 
chairs a BART committee charged 
with improving future labor nego-
tiations;  the group commissioned 
a report that listed 63 recommen-
dations on how not to repeat what 
happened in 2013.
	 “Still, there is much work to be done, and 
we plan to continue the work of the committee, 
along with union leadership and BART man-
agement, in the coming years,” Saltzman said.
	 BART directors earn $1,525 per 
month and enjoy free transportation 
on the system. One hundred dollars 
is deducted from their pay for every 
meeting they miss.

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.  •  Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of  all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is

available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.

Bridging the journey from 
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“One satisfied client at a time!”

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and 
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of 
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
1830 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
(925) 478-7190 
maria@mariaeberle.com
www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906

BART District 3 Race	 ... continued from page A1

Nov. 8 Election Coverage

Oak Tree Appeal	 ... continued from page A6
They have eliminated all landscap-
ing near the oak tree. The driveway 
on the project will be constructed of 
permeable pavers, which he said are 
recommended for use beneath trees. 
He noted that the appellant has an 
asphalt driveway in the drip line 
area under tree. Further, the con-
struction has been changed to pier 
and beam construction, with only 
two or three piers within the tree’s 
drip line. 
	 Jones also defended himself 
against claims that the project is be-
ing developed by an out-of-town de-
veloper, saying that he lives on the 
border of Orinda in Lafayette.  
	 “I’m not walking away,” he 
said, “I’m very local.”  
	 He also noted that they have 
never indicated that they are going 
to sell this property. But as far as 
the health of the tree, he explained 
that there are no guarantees with 
living trees. “Before I ever set foot 
on the property,” he said, “a tree on 
a neighboring property just died.” 
There are many reasons unrelated 
to construction why trees die, he ex-
plained.
	 During the public comment pe-
riod, neighbors lined up to speak 
against the proposed development.  
Bruce Jet, a licensed landscape ar-
chitect with offices in Orinda that 
employ 12 landscape architects, 
stated he was dismayed by the proj-
ect. He noted that he had recently 
completed a project protecting 29 
heritage oaks during the develop-
ment of 200,000 square feet of re-
tail property in Walnut Creek, only 
losing one tree. Jet accused Jones of 

doing everything he can to protect 
the trees on his property and doing 
everything he can to harm the tree 
on his neighbor’s property, a com-
ment to which Jones later took ex-
ception as defamatory. Jet talked 
about two oak trees in the neigh-
borhood that have died, one on his 
property, the death of which he at-
tributes absolutely to bad develop-
ment.
	 Jet continued, “these oak trees 
are one of the most important parts 
of Orinda and this community, 
they’re valuable, they mean stuff to 
people, and when someone comes 
in and says, ‘I’m going to build a 
house as close to this tree as I can 
build it, and it’s going to be what it 
is; planning commission, staff: ac-
cept it,’ I think we have not done 
our job as city leaders and member 
of our community.”   
	 He concluded, “there is a high 
probability this tree will die as a re-
sult. The developer needs to take the 
hit with his tree and not to the neigh-
bor’s tree.” Nevertheless, he stated 
that there are things that can be done 
to protect the tree, but it will take a 
lot of care and cost a lot of money.
	 Several neighbors contradicted 
the city’s conclusions regarding wa-
ter on the property. The city found 
no evidence of a natural spring on 
the property, but seasonal ponding 
only. Senior Planner Derek Farmer 
commented that the site drains down 
from hillside above it, which might 
account for a lot of the moisture, but 
that there was no report that has any 
evidence of a spring. Eileen Fitz-
Faulkner lives right across the street 

and alleged that no one is aware of 
how much water comes through. 
She also pointed out that the devel-
opment will have no guest parking 
that is not on a neighbor’s property.
	 Council member Orr led off the 
comments by the council, and not-
ed the unique nature of the appeal, 
which focuses on a neighbor’s tree 
rather than the design elements of 
the house. Orr and the other council 
members present, Darlene Gee and 
vice mayor Eve Phillips, agreed that 
the house was well-designed and a 
good size for the lot, although some 
neighbors complained that it was 
too large. In amending the condi-
tions, Orr felt that it was unlikely 
that any recommendations from the 
third-party consulting arborist will 
affect the actual house on the lot, but 
rather elements of grading or land-
scaping only.
	 Reached following the council’s 
decision, appellant Schlein said that 
she was quite disappointed with 
the city’s decision and felt that the 
matter should have been sent back 
to the planning commission for the 
independent arborist’s report before 
approval. She feels that the devel-
oper’s arborist’s report totally lacks 
credibility and was torn to shreds at 
the hearing. However she was glad 
that an independent arborist will re-
view the site and the builders plans. 
Hopefully, she said, the new report 
will say whether that house can be 
built on that lot without destroying 
the tree.  “That is all I want,” she 
said.
	 Jones had no comment on the 
council’s action. 
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Since 2000

Five Realtors Strong
62 Years Experience! 
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Certified Residential  
Lamorinda Specialist

31 Years Orinda Resident

Thinking About Selling?
Call me today! 

Expert advice is more essential than ever before.

Alex@AGRealty1.com
Visit MLS at www.AlexGailas.com

office # 925-254-7600 
43 Moraga WAy, Ste 203, Orinda

Independent Brokerage
Since 2000

Five Realtors Team
48 Years Experience!

Alex Gailas
Broker/President
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925-788-0229
Thinking About Selling or Buying?

CALL ME TODAY AND SAVE THOUSANDS
Service-Performance-Integrity

Classical Homeopathy

Richard Filinson, 
M.D. announces the 
opening of his medical 
office at 925 Village 
Center in Lafayette, 
limited to the practice 
of Homeopathy. Please visit the website at 
rfilinsonhomeopathy.com. Dr. Filinson is 
available to give talks on Homeopathy and 
answer general questions on the subject to 
groups of 7 or more adults.

Just Opened in 
Lafayette

925-818-5008
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Letters to the Editor
Don’t Forget to Register to Vote
Dear Editor,
This election year in particular I am 
reminded of the importance of the 
voice of the people. I’ve seen some 
of my fellow citizens become very 
politically active with a deep desire 
for change. I’ve also seen many so 
exasperated they want to throw their 
hands up and forget about this elec-
tion season altogether. 
	 Fellow citizens, do not to give 
up. Your voice matters in the presi-
dential election and in our local 
elections, where you have the possi-
bility of seeing the most immediate 
change. 
	 Oct. 24 is the last day for voter 
registration. If you have not already, 
please visit www.cocovote.us/vot-
er-registration/register-to-vote, or 
obtain a form at an elections office, 
public library, post office or DMV. 
By boosting voter turnout we boost 
our democracy. 
	 Registering not only gives you a 
voice, but it is a vehicle for knowl-
edge on the issues. The public data 
you provide when you register not 
only allows for information on 
California Propositions to be sent 
to you, but it also allows you to in-
terface with your candidates. Each 
candidate can communicate her or 
his ideas with you through mail-
ers, phone calls or email. Without 
this ability for a candidate to speak 
directly to voters, only those who 
shout the loudest or have the most 
money would be empowered. Our 
democracy would be skewed and 
would not allow for equality among 
candidates. 
Registering to vote creates a two-
way line of communication directly 
between voters and candidates! De-
mocracy is in your hands. Register 
and then take the time to look at that 
mailer or door hanger. Take the time 
to open that email. Empower your-
selves. 
The Lamorinda community is truly 
a special one. People are involved. 
People care. Let’s keep it that way. 
See you at the polls.
Mark Kindhouse
Lafayette

Lafayette School Board

Sturm Has Right Qualities to 
Lead Lafayette Schools
Dear Editor,
People, schools, and the Lafayette 
community are ingredients to our 
dynamic culture creating a com-
mon thread binding each Lafayette 
resident. Rob Sturm’s experience 
as a leader, exposure to our schools 
and education establish a founda-
tion I believe we can count on to 
favorably impact how Lafayette has 
been touted over the years and could 
continue to count on – preeminent 
schools.
	 Children and our Lafayette 
schools directly and/or indirectly 
contribute to the community we 
have come to love and envision far 
into the future. Ensuring financial 
viability and solvency of our school 
district require leadership with in-
tent and purpose to influence and 
drive lasting behaviors. It requires 
understanding actions that are “for” 
the community.
	 I have been a Lafayette resident 
for over 25 years, raising four sons 
who attended all levels of Lafayette 
schools. I am an Emeritus Trustee 
and inaugural Board of Trustee for 
the Lafayette Library and Learning 
Center Foundation.
	 The integration of professional 
and personal connections illumi-
nate my exposure and experience 
with Rob. In everyday as well as 
specific situations, opportunities, or 
challenges he has demonstrated the 
ability to sustain focus on a clear vi-
sion aligning actions along the way. 
Whether many, a few, or no people 
are watching or listening, he has 
shown up and performed doing the 
right things to realize that vision. 
	 I offer this endorsement of Rob 
considering my professional experi-
ence as a leadership consultant en-
abling development and growth of 
leaders to realize individual, team 
and organization results – and pe-
rennial nationally awarded leader-
ship program. And personally, as 
the leader of multi award-winning 
non-profit organization (The Nicho-
las Colby Fund) helping uplift the 

spirits of children with cancer or 
other life-threatening illnesses via 
personalized events and experi-
ences. The experiences afforded 
children are encamped around my 
heart!
	 Rob has a clear set of values 
including diversity and inclusion, 
fundamental fairness, financial 
stewardship as well as cultural/com-
munity stewardship. President John 
F. Kennedy said, “Leadership and 
learning are indispensable to each 
other.” Rob’s experiences and con-
tinuous learning enable increased 
insights and innovative approaches 
that should favorably impact peo-
ple, schools and the Lafayette com-
munity.
Lamont Gilbert
Lafayette

Kindhouse for Lafayette School 
Board
Dear Editor,
My name is Kathleen Rose Cren-
shaw. I’m a retired K-12 school 
educator who has lived in Lafayette 
for my entire life. When my grand-
children were born, they made our 
family a fifth-generation Lafayette 
family. We have been, are, and will 
be Lafayette residents through and 
through. 
	 I’m writing to endorse Mark 
Kindhouse for Lafayette School 
Board. Yes, he is extremely quali-
fied to serve by using his engineer-
ing and management background to 
provide good governance for the re-
cently passed Bond Measure C. But 
more than that, I’m writing because 
of his good character. I urge you to 
vote for him not only because of the 
unique qualifications you can read 
about on his website, but because 
he is a true, invested member of this 
community.
	 Mark is a leader within our local 
Cub Scout pack. He has also served 
for two years on Lafayette’s Capi-
tal Projects and Assessments Com-
mittee. He has taken the time to get 
to know our teachers, our special 
needs parents and our PTA. He was 
even out at the Lafayette Art and 
Wine Festival shaking hands and 
connecting with people.
	 I have seen board members 
come and go. I have seen concern 
over the school district budget. I 
have seen various figures endorse 
candidates they barely knew simply 
for politics. I’m not a politician. I’m 
not interested in alliances. I’m inter-
ested in Lafayette.
	 Mark is growing roots here for 
his two young boys, just like my 
family did 100 years ago. I have 
witnessed his honest desire to serve 
this community.
	 When you open your ballot, 
select the first name on the ticket 
for Lafayette School Board: Mark 
Kindhouse. He’s good for our 
school district, and he’s good for 
our community. I trust him.
	 I have too much invested in La-
fayette to want it any other way.
Kathleen Crenshaw
Lafayette

Meredith Meade for Lafayette 
School Board
Dear Editor, 
When my wife and I enrolled the 
first of our three children at Lafay-
ette Elementary School ten years 
ago, we were greeted warmly by 
Meredith Meade from Lafayette El-
ementary School’s PTA Executive 
Board.  Understanding that Lafay-
ette’s schools were highly regarded 
due in no small part to the involve-
ment of dedicated parents, we knew 
immediately that - with Meredith 
at the helm - Lafayette Elementary 
was in good hands.  I am thrilled 
she is now running for the Lafayette 
School Board.  I support her candi-
dacy unequivocally.
	 Meredith knows Lafayette 
schools, and is uniquely qualified 
to serve on the School Board.  Her 
experience is unmatched. She was a 
member of the Lafayette Elementa-
ry School PTA Executive Board for 
five years, including its president in 
2011-2013.  She was the president 
of Lafayette Partners in Educa-
tion (LPIE), Lafayette’s education 
foundation which raises millions of 
dollars for Lafayette’s schools.  She 
was a member, and former chair, of 
Rapport, Lafayette’s district-wide 
education advisory committee. She 

has volunteered tirelessly for recent 
parcel tax campaigns and the bond 
measure in support of our schools. 
Indeed, having worked with Lafay-
ette schools at every level, Meredith 
has the experience and perspective 
to represent us as the District em-
barks on the Prop C $70 million up-
grade and retrofit. 
	 In addition to her devotion to 
Lafayette’s schools, Meredith has 
deep ties to the Lafayette commu-
nity, and has worked with families 
from all over Lafayette in her role 
on the Rancho Colorados Swim 
Team and Tennis Club Board of Di-
rectors, and as secretary of the La-
fayette Swim Conference. 

	 As the President of Lamorinda 
Rugby Club and a member of the 
MOL Flag Football Board of Di-
rectors, I understand the need for 
a leader with a proven track record 
and a commitment to our children so 
that our schools maintain their repu-
tation as one of the best in the state.  
I recognize that leader in Meredith.  
Please join me in voting for Mere-
dith Meade for the Lafayette School 
District Governing School Board.
Doug Pearson
Lafayette

... continued on page A14

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are 
the express views of the writer and not 
necessarily those of the Lamorinda 
Weekly. All published letters will 
include the writer’s name and city/
town of  residence -- we will only 
accept letters from those who live in, 
or own a business in, the communities 
comprising Lamorinda (please give 
us your phone number for verification 
purposes only). Letters should be 350 
words or less; letters of up to 500 words 
will be accepted on a space-available 
basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.
com for submission guidelines. email:  
letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 
P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Because of the high amount of election-related letters received this issue, they 
will appear on pages A13, A14 and A15, organized by catagory. 

VOTE “NO” ON LAFAYETTE SALES TAX MEASURE C
East Bay Times Editorial agrees with us, says “No” to Measure C – September 21, 2016

Vote No on Measure C, the Sales Tax Increase proposed for Lafayette
• 	It’s a $100 Million blank check, because the City is not obligated to spend the money on
	 any of the six items listed in Measure C
• 	At staff’s recommendation, the City removed the language about their real intentions
	 for the money - a new $30 Million civic building, because “it doesn’t poll well”
	 (City memos February-July 2016)
• 	More taxes are not needed to fund any of the six items in Measure C
• 	All the money raised will not stay in Lafayette, despite what the measure claims
• 	Even if Measure C fails, the City has a great deal of cash available, its coffers are growing
	 and it can always seek a sales tax increase of up to 1%, if needed, in the future.
• 	This is the same administration that took away our right to vote on a major land project, is
	 being investigated for wrongdoing by the California Fair Political Practices Commission, has
	 already had one City Commissioner fined by the State and is not enforcing its own General
	 Plan and Ordinances.

Dear fellow residents
We are members of the community, who are opposed to the upcoming Measure C

Please take a few moments to learn more...

Vote NO on Measure C, the Sales Tax Increase Proposal for Lafayette
The City of Lafayette is proposing to increase the sales tax from 8.5% to 9.5%, purportedly
to fund a wish list of six priorities defined by the community. If passed, the increase in the
sales tax would raise about $3 million annually and would be for a 29-year period, or over
$100 million in total dollars, assuming an annual increase in the sales tax during this period.

The Reality of the Situation
In recent years our City administration has repeatedly failed to significantly protect
or improve most of the six items in Measure C, despite having funds available. The city
is not obligated to spend any of the money from Measure C on such improvements -
Measure C was carefully fashioned to LEGALLY NOT REQUIRE the City to do so.

Paid for by Save Lafayette # C3814447    www.savelafayette.org

GUY ATWOOD
FORMER LAFAYETTE PLANNING COMMISSIONER

AND CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

CHAD FOLLMER
LAFAYETTE RESIDENT

SUSAN CANDELL
LAFAYETTE RESIDENT

SCOTT SOMMER
FORMER LAFAYETTE SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT

•	 Family:  Wife, Kristina; Alden (kindergarten); Grant (age 3); and Hallie (3 months)
•	 25-year accomplished labor/employment attorney & corporate leader
•	 Extensive non-profit volunteer board experience
•	 Nearly a decade of unblemished 8-figure budgetary management – NO DEFICITS, surpluses every year 
•	 Longstanding success implementing cost-saving best practices and ridding wasteful spending to 
	 productively redeploy millions in saved dollars 
•	 Has identified material opportunities to end wasteful District spending to eliminate deficits, 
	 enhance academic excellence, further support special education and invest in teacher pay 
	 increases.  Additional parcel taxes should be an option 
	 of last resort 
•	 Widespread current and former local School Board support, 	
	 including non-returning Lafayette School Board Members 
	 Jean Follmer and Nancy Wallace; Ann Appert; Craig Cheslog; 
	 Roger Falcone; Art Kapoor; Tom Mulvaney; Shayne Silva, 
	 Scott Sommer; Stephenie Teichman
•	 Endorsed by numerous other civic leaders and engaged 
	 community members

For more information please visit www.robsturm.com or contact Rob at 
             c_robert_sturm@hotmail.com.  415.913.8995

“I will vote for Rob Sturm and encourage you to do 
the same.”  Don Tatzin, Lafayette City Council

“I cannot think of a better Lafayette School Board 
candidate than Rob Sturm.”   Jean Follmer, 
Current Lafayette School Board President

“Our District opens with almost $1 million in 
deficit spending and forecasts ‘financial insolvency’ 
by 2018 on our current fiscal trajectory.  That’s 
alarming.”  Rob Sturm, attorney, teacher and 
volunteer on behalf of children

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Rob Sturm 
for Lafayette School Board (2016)

ROB STURM – THE RESPONSIBLE CHOICE
The Only Lafayette School Board Candidate Endorsed by Every 

Current and Incoming Lafayette City Council Member



  Page:   A14                 LAMORINDA WEEKLY               925-377-0977            www.lamorindaweekly.com       Wednesday, October 19, 2016

Measure C Lafayette

Apology for ‘No on C’ Typo
Dear Editor,
I would like to apologize for my 
typo on the No on Measure C flyer 
sponsored by Save Lafayette dis-
tributed with the Oct. 5 Lamorinda 
Weekly. Scott Sommer, a former 
Lafayette School Board member 
and longterm Lafayette resident, 
graciously agreed to add his name 
to the opposition to Measure C, the 
Lafayette 1 percent sales tax mea-
sure. When the flyer came out, the 
word “Former” was missing — my 
mistake.
	 I apologize to both Mr. Sommer 
and to Jean Follmer, the current La-
fayette School Board President, for 
the mistake.
Mike Griffiths,
Save Lafayette
Lafayette

No on Measure C
Dear Editor,
Lafayette voters are being asked 
to approve a sales tax increase by 
Measure
C. There are three simple reasons 
voters should vote No: 
1) The city doesn’t need the money; 
2) I feel the hidden agenda is to 
build fancy new city offices;
3) These are the same people who 
REFUSED to put the Deer Hill 
homes
project before the voters! 
Conclusion: The city government 
can’t be trusted. Vote No. 
James P. Tuthill
Lafayette

Vote No on Measure C
I am a finance professional, and 
like to delve into the numbers. I 
am voting against the massive sales 
tax increase that is Measure C, and 
urge other taxpayers to do so as 
well. The reason is very simple-
-Lafayette clearly does not need 
the money. Looking at the city’s 
own budget projections, they show 
zero need for new funds, in spite 
of ongoing large increases in per-
sonnel costs of between 4-6% each 
year. The city is healthy and not in 
need of taking more money from 
residents. Higher taxes should only 
occur when there is a clear need 
for revenues after cost efficiencies 
have been exhausted, and that is 
just not the case here. A tax increase 
would also hurt our city’s business-
es, making shopping in Lafayette 
more costly than in many other lo-
cal towns. ‘Love Lafayette’ is not a 
reason to pass a tax increase. It is 
patronizing. Vote no on Measure C. 
Richard Cohen
Lafayette

Vote No on Measure C
The premise and justification to 
increase sales tax is to fund the 
projects that were determined to be 
priorities for the citizens of Lafay-
ette by survey.  There are just under 
16,000 registered voters in Lafay-
ette.  How many people actually 
submitted this survey?  724, seven 
hundred and twenty four people,  
that sample size is statistically ir-
relevant yet they are going to tax 
and borrow against that tax? Vote 
No.  They suspended negotiations 
to buy the land for the new civic 
buildings until after the tax mea-
sure passes. (source: city memo)  
They were advised to remove that 
language from the ballot because it 
doesn’t poll well.  In other words 
if you tell people what you are 
really going to spend the money 
on you might not get it.   So they 
pulled the language. (source: http://
lafayette.granicus.com/Meta-
Viewer.php?view_id=3&clip_
id=3022&meta_id=60639)  Vote 
No.  My suggestion is to come back 
to the table with a real proposal to 
address the real concerns of the 
people of Lafayette in an honest 
and transparent manner.  1% is too 
much, for too long, it’s bad for lo-
cal business, the people of Lafay-
ette generally agree we don’t need 
or want it.  Vote No on Measure C.
Andres Caicedo
Lafayette

N on Measure C
Dear Editor,
Lafayette Measure C is an unnec-
essary tax premised on dubious 
claims.  Given the absence of any 
requirements how the funds it will 
raise must be spent, Measure C is 
an irresponsible effort to give the 
City wide latitude to spend $100 
million dollars.  The City staff have 
not put the best interest of Lafay-
ette’s citizens ahead of their ca-
reer enhancement priorities.  If the 
way they’ve handled the Homes at 
Deer Hill debacle is any indication, 
they’re more interested in having 
growth “achievements” they can 
cite than managing pressures that 
regional growth puts on the qual-
ity of life in Lafayette.  Were the 
City to bring forth a tax measure 
with clear requirements on how 
the money were to be spent and the 
spending made sense, I could get 
behind it. But Measure C does not 
meet that criteria of accountability.  
I hope my Lafayette neighbors will 
join me in voting against Measure 
C.
Ian Kallen
Lafayette

Reject Measure C  
Dear Editor,
•	 Lack of transparency 
•	 Use of a General Tax to avoid 
a two-thirds vote; which the City 
Council knows would not pass 
•	 Hidden plan to subsidize the 
building of a new city services of-
fices 
•	 No proven need for the six 
items listed in the ballot; based 
only on a wish list of a few citizens
The Lafayette City sponsored Mea-
sure C to increase our sales tax rate 
for 29 years should be rejected Fu-
ture City Councils could spend this 
huge amount of money; perhaps as 
much as $100 million on anything 
they want including:  
•	 Operating expenses for the City
•	 Increasing further salary short-
fall for City staff
•	 Increasing the City Manager’s 
salary and benefits, which are al-
ready $350,000 annually
Join us and our neighbors as well 
as the editor of the East Bay Times 
in opposing this tax increase for the 
many reasons listed above.
Please Vote No on Measure C
Paul and Roni Melmed
Lafayette

Help Preserve Lafayette Open 
Space                                                                                          
Dear Editor,
Lafayette has long enjoyed its 
beautiful open hills and ridgelines.  
But with land becoming scarcer, 
there is more pressure to develop 
our hills and ridges.  Much land 
that we have long taken for granted 
as open space is in fact privately 
owned, with private rights to devel-
op the land.  One needs to merely 
drive the freeways of Los Angeles 
to witness what happens to hills 
and ridges that aren’t publicly pro-
tected.
	 We have the means to preserve 
our open space around and above 
Lafayette.  Land can be purchased, 
scenic or conservation easements 
can be negotiated, or partnerships 
can be formed with park districts, 
foundations or other cities. It is a 
simple fact that all of these means 
of permanently preserving open 
space require money, and often not 
small amounts.
	 In Lafayette’s “Community 
Conversations” and community 
survey taken to understand the Citi-
zen’s Vision for Lafayette, preser-
vation of open space has been the 
top priority for that vision. Howev-
er, although Lafayette has balanced 
its budgets for many years, current 
City revenues are inadequate to 
make major investments in open 
space, or even to act as seed money 
for such action.   
	 Measure C proposes a 1% local 
sales tax increment.  The proceeds 
will be used only in Lafayette, 
monitored by a Citizen Oversight 
Committee.  All members of the 
City Council have pledged to make 
the elements of the Citizens’ Vision 

for Lafayette the priority use of the 
new revenues, and open space is 
the first of those priorities.  If we 
want our children and grandchil-
dren to continue to enjoy our green 
and golden hills and ridges, Mea-
sure C is our chance to do it.
	 Please vote Yes on Measure C.
Janet Thomas
Lafayette

I Expect Better from City and 
Staff
Dear Editor,
I Love Lafayette. But I’m voting 
NO on Measure C, the proposed 
1 percent sales tax for Lafayette. 
Why? Our city is currently expe-
riencing unprecedented growth in 
housing, retail and new restaurants. 
Adding new housing, especially se-
nior housing and new housing near 
BART, is good policy as well as 
being required by our regional and 
state housing quotas.

What is NOT good policy is how 
our city and staff has repeatedly 
failed to address even the basic 
increases in infrastructure needed 
to handle this new growth. In fact, 
they have done the opposite of 
this, and on purpose. On multiple 
occasions, they have intentionally 
slowed down traffic (“traffic calm-
ing,” numerous medians, not imple-
menting improvements suggested 
by traffic consultants), reduced the 
amount of parking spots (reduced 
the number of parking spaces re-
quired per housing unit, taking the 
stance of ‘the city is not responsible 
for parking’), and refused to imple-
ment even the simplest of solutions 
for many of these problems. We 
now have gridlock and no parking. 
Why? Our city and staff is adopting 
policy AS IF we were a larger city, 
with goals and ideals meant for 
an urban environment, considered 
“popular” and “forward-thinking.” 
However, we are still the semi-rural 
community that we boast about in 
our city correspondences.

Until our city and staff start to even 
consider that unfortunately our 
citizens still need our cars for the 
foreseeable future, and urban solu-
tions are not appropriate probably 
for the next 10+ years, I will not 
support them. We need these cars 
to navigate a city that is semi-rural, 
sprawling and hilly. I especially 
will not give them money without 
forcing them to spend on money 
on infrastructure that they have 
so glaringly ignored. Our city and 
staff blame the gridlock and no 
parking on our “recent successes” 
in growing businesses and restau-
rants, but they need to look in the 
mirror and blame themselves. The 
analogy of “living on an all-sugar 
diet” is appropriate – all growth 
and no infrastructure. 

I expect better from our city and 
staff. I’m voting NO on Measure C.

Susan Candell
Lafayette

Orinda Council and School 
Board

Weiner, Hoxie for OUSD
Dear Editor,
As a current Orinda school board 
member, I know the qualities that 
are important in a trustee: the abil-
ity to listen to all viewpoints, to 
work together collaboratively and 
without a personal agenda, and to 
always keep in mind the best inter-
ests of the students. Hillary Weiner 
and Cara Hoxie embody these 
qualities and deserve your vote in 
November.
	 Both Hillary and Cara have 
volunteered in our community on 
behalf of children for years. Hillary 
has served as a parents’ club presi-
dent, is currently on the board of the 
Educational Foundation of Orinda, 
and has served as the auction chair 
for the Children’s Health Guild. 
Cara was co-president of EFO and 
has years of experience leading a 
non-profit. Both Hillary and Cara 
are level-headed, fair and thought-

ful, and are strong believers in the 
importance of a quality education 
for all children. They know the im-
portance of working as a team, and 
of keeping the focus of the board 
where it belongs: on teaching and 
learning.
	 Hillary and Cara are committed 
to maintaining and improving upon 
the excellent education our schools 
provide. I urge you to vote for them 
for the Orinda School Board of 
Trustees.
Julie Rossiter
Orinda

Vote Weiner, Hoxie, Miller and 
Gee for Orinda
Dear Editor,
Every time we have a local elec-
tion, friends and acquaintances ask 
for my opinion on the candidates. 
I take these elections seriously and 
do research to determine which 
candidates I think are best.
	 My criteria include a lack of a 
personal agenda (that is, having an 
open mind and no connection with 
groups that push a specific agenda), 
previous relevant volunteer service, 
professional backgrounds that pro-
vide a specific skill set, the candi-
dates’ public statements, and what 
I know about them personally, if 
I’ve met them or know people who 
know them well. 
	 I also take into account that 
school boards and city councils 
need both longer-serving individu-
als with institutional memory, and a 
periodic influx of new people with 
fresh insight and different skills. 
Ability to get along well with other 
board or council members and be a 
productive member of the group is 
also important.
	 Based on these criteria, I am 
voting for Hillary Weiner (whom I 
know personally) and Cara Hoxie 
(who comes highly recommended) 
for the Orinda school board. They 
are both long-term volunteers with 
the Educational Foundation of 
Orinda and in Orinda schools. The 
district has a new superintendent, 
and dedicated, thoughtful board 
members are important.
	 For Orinda City Council, I am 
voting for Inga Miller (whom I 
have met and talked with) and Dar-
lene Gee (whom I have also talked 
with). Darlene is currently an ap-
pointed councilmember filling out 
Steve Glazer’s term after he was 
elected to the State Senate. They 
both have good backgrounds and, 
important to me, have been strong 
supporters of the city’s road im-
provement program. They are both 
balanced, thoughtful candidates 
and will work well with the other 
city council members.
	 Local elections are extremely 
important to our community. Please 
vote!
Linda Landau
Orinda

Darlene Gee for City Council
Dear Editor,
I am writing in support of Darlene 
Gee for the Orinda City Council. 
Darlene is the only person running 
for the city council who has an en-
gineering background and fully un-
derstands how to keep us on track 
in fixing our roads. Although Dar-
lene has served on the city council 
for about a  year since she was ap-
pointed last July, Darlene repre-
sents the new generation of leader-
ship which Orinda needs. 
Darlene is truly an impressive per-
son. She has been willing to take 
time from a very successful and 
high-profile career in engineering 
management to devote to public 
service, serving as a role model for 
others to get involved. Importantly, 
she is an excellent listener, values 
the contributions of others, is open-
minded, integrates new learning 
with her existing knowledge to find 
effective solutions that work, and 
really believes in effective com-
munication. She is a very clear 
thinker and is always disciplined 
in her approach to problem solv-
ing. These are all skills that the city 
badly needs to bring us together as 
a community and make Orinda an 

even better place to live.
I came to know Darlene through 
her work on the Orinda Roads 
Commission. Darlene made very 
significant contributions there, both 
as a member of the commission and 
as its Chair. Please join me in vot-
ing for Darlene for the Orinda City 
Council.
Richard Nelson
Orinda

Opinions Are Fine --- False 
Statements Are Not
Dear Editor,
As one of the candidates for the 
Orinda City Council in this No-
vember’s election, I take serious 
exception to Mr. Owen Murphy’s 
comments in the 10/5 edition.
	 While Mr. Murphy has every 
right to endorse and support the 
candidates of his choice, he does 
not have the right to put forth false 
information with no basis in fact.
	 While I don’t agree with how 
he portrays my thoughts for the 
future of Orinda, my serious objec-
tion is his implication that I have 
a conflict of interest in regards to 
downtown development.
	 No such conflict exists. The 
only property I own in Orinda is 
my own home where I have lived 
for 27 years.  My employer has 
never done business in Orinda and 
has no interest in doing so.  I have 
absolutely no business or personal 
ties to any developers or real estate 
interests that have current posi-
tions or future interests in Orinda’s 
downtown.  None of my campaign 
contributions are from develop-
ment interests.  If anything changes 
in downtown Orinda, I will not re-
alize any financial or material gain.
	 If Mr. Murphy believes he has 
evidence to the contrary he should 
produce it rather than making mis-
leading statements to the residents 
of Orinda.
Darlene K. Gee
Orinda City Councilmember and 
Candidate

Miller, Gee for Council
Dear Editor,
We have been residents of Orinda 
for 42 years.  In that time, other 
than Theater Square and the Li-
brary, few of Orinda’s commercial 
buildings have been renovated.  
But time marches on and our city’s 
commercial streetscape has aged 
greatly.  Meanwhile, neighbor-
ing cities in the county, including 
Lafayette, Walnut Creek and Dan-
ville, have seen investment capital 
flow into their commercial build-
ings.  The resulting charm and vi-
brancy in those cities’ downtowns 
is palpable.  So, why is Orinda lag-
ging behind? First and foremost, 
Orinda needs a new General Plan; 
the current Plan is over 25 years 
old.  Developers and investors are 
not drawn to a city where to do 
virtually anything significant they 
have to seek a General Plan amend-
ment.  This is costly, time consum-
ing and full of uncertainty, which 
developers abhor. The city does not 
currently have the money to update 
the General Plan. Effective leader-
ship is needed to resolve this dilem-
ma.  Inga Miller and Darlene Gee 
are forward looking and possess 
the skills and commitment to help 
Orinda reach its potential.  Both are 
listening to the citizens of Orinda, 
What’s Up Downtown Orinda and 
OrindaVision.  Inga and Darlene 
understand that it’s possible to cre-
ate an Orinda for the future that 
will capitalize on its wonderful 
location, climate, schools and peo-
ple while retaining its small town 
charm. We encourage you to vote 
for Inga Miller and Darlene Gee for 
Orinda City Council on November 
8, 2016. 
Bill and Nath Schmicker
Orinda

... continued on page A15
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Orinda Council and School Board 
... continued

Hillary Weiner for OUSD Board
Hillary Weiner has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to school and 
broader community volunteerism. 
Among her many volunteer commit-
ments:  Co-President of the Glorietta 
Parents’ Club; EFO board member; 
parent representative on the Fiscal 
Advisory Board of OUSD; Orinda 
Parks and Rec Commissioner; and 
chair of the annual auction for the or-
ganization Children’s Health Guild. 
Hillary has stepped up as a leader in 
our community in a big way, and she 
has done it all while balancing the 
demands of raising three OUSD stu-
dents along with her husband Brett.
	 Hillary is a steady and thoughtful 
person. As an OUSD Trustee she will 
do her homework and understand the 
issues. She will be objective and ana-
lytical. She understands that effective 
leadership requires an inclusive ap-
proach to building relationships with 
the school community and its many 
partners. She will respect and value 
the views of her fellow board mem-
bers and the governance process. She 
will be guided by the best interests of 
all OUSD students.
	 Please join us in voting for Hill-
ary. She’s an excellent choice for 
OUSD Trustee.
Jennifer and Jason Lurie
Orinda

Moraga Coucil

Don’t be fooled.  Check the record
Dear Editor,
In previous editions, this column 
received letters from two concerned 
individuals serving on the Moraga 
Planning Commission.  The count is 
now up to three.  
	 A newly appointed Planning Commis-
sioner has made a name for herself and appears 
to be carving out a niche for her Town Council 
Campaign by giving false hope to individuals 
opposed to the Moraga Town Center Homes 
(MTCH) Project.  
	 This project was one of the first 
medium density projects in the Mor-
aga Center Specific Plan (MCSP) 
area. It is being considered under the 
three-step Planned Development ap-
proval process in MMC 8.48, requir-
ing Conceptual, General and Precise 
Development Plan approvals.  On 
June 6 and July 18, Public Hearings 
were held by the Planning Commis-
sion on the second step, the General 
Development Plan.  
	 According to this commissioner, 
two substantive issues existed.  One, 
was an “overdeveloped” Conceptual 
Development Plan approval bind-
ing? And, two, were the correct de-
velopment standards applied?  This 
commissioner is astute and these is-
sues were very good points for con-
sideration.  However, all comments, 
both substantive and procedural, 
were considered, including the thirty 
minute “public record” she created 
at the 7/18 Planning Commission 
meeting (see July 18 PC meeting 
livestream video, 2:47-3:17).  
	 What is her real motive?  Is 
she, as she says, “simply trying to 
do (her) due diligence?” Possibly, 
but her insistence on continuing to 
argue points that have been refuted 
by staff and the town’s legal counsel 
go far beyond her role as a Planning 
Commissioner.  This has contribut-
ed in large part to the $50K in legal 
fees incurred for this application.  In 
her 18-page Aug. 18, letter to the 
Town Council she repeatedly ques-
tions why the Planning Department 
will no longer answer her questions, 
though even she concedes “my ac-
tivities may well be viewed as disre-
spectful, insubordinate, presumptu-
ous, and otherwise offensive.” 
	 I have served a combined 11 
years on the Moraga Planning Com-
mission and Design Review Board. 
I offer this commentary as a private 
citizen.  
	 If, after reading this and check-
ing the record, you still support such 
a candidate, then and only then does 
she deserve your vote.
Christine Kuckuk
Moraga 

Correcting “Clarifying Korpus’s 
Points”
Dear Editor,
This corrects several inaccuracies in 
Stephen Huxley’s Letter published 
in the October 5 Lamorinda Weekly 
(LW) issue.

I support the democratic and town 
government processes, and respect 
the right of all to express their opin-
ions.  I provide this input as a private 
citizen.
	 The Huxley letter wrongly 
states that at the Aug. 24 Town 
Council (TC) meeting, Mayor Met-
calf acknowledged the accuracy of 
Kymberleigh Korpus’ core point 
that the Municipal Code (MC) was 
violated by early definition of proj-
ect characteristics.  In-fact, Huxley 
took a small piece of Mayor Met-
calf’s remarks and misrepresented 
the complete communication (see 
Moraga web site Aug. 24 TC meet-
ing live steam video, timing starts at 
02:17:30).  Reality is that the MC 
does not prohibit earlier definition 
of project characteristics, and envi-
ronmental permitting requirements 
and public desires can drive such.  
Mayor Metcalf has confirmed that 
the Huxley letter misrepresents his 
communication.
	 The Huxley letter wrongly states 
that I repeatedly tried to “shut her 
down” at the July 18 Planning Com-
mission (PC) meeting.  Kymber-
leigh’s input was atypical, and she 
did not inform the PC ahead-of-time 
of her intentions.  As Chair of the PC, 
I appropriately did a process check 
and later a time check.  Kymberleigh 
was allowed to complete her 30 min. 
of input (see Moraga web site July 
18 PC meeting live stream video, 
timing starts at 02:47:00).
	 The Huxley letter wrongly states 
that I made the motion to approve 
the Moraga Town Center Homes 
Project (motion made by Tom Mar-
nane, see July 18 meeting live stream 
video, timing starts at 03:24:40), and 
wrongly infers that my Sept. 21 let-
ter was driven by the motion failing. 
My motive for the Sept. 21 letter is 
clearly evident in that letter (avail-
able at the LW web site with other 
Sept. 21 letters-to-the-editor).
	 I choose to not address other in-
accuracies in the Huxley letter.
	 I commend and value Kymber-
leigh’s participation as one of seven 
diverse Moraga Planning Commis-
sioners, and she and I are usually 
aligned on PC actions.
	 I again offer to meet with any in-
dividual or group about the Sept. 21 
letter, which I fully stand behind.
Steve Woehleke
Moraga
[Editor’s Note: Lamornda Weekly 
received confirmation from both 
Mayor Mike Metcalf and Tom Mar-
nane that they agreed with the facts 
as presented in this letter.]

Korpus for Town Council
Dear Editor,
On Nov. 8 I will be voting to elect 
Kymberleigh Korpus to the Moraga 
Town Council. Why? Because the 
Planning Process in our Town of 
Moraga has gone badly off-track. 
As a direct result, the Semi-rural 
character of Moraga and the scenic 
vistas that originally drew our fam-
ily here 44 years ago are at serious 
risk of being irretrievably lost. Kym-
berleigh is committed to prevent-
ing that outcome. Her actions as a 
recently appointed member of our 
town’s Planning Commission offer 
clear proof of her intent, her talent 
and her ability to follow through on 
that commitment.
	 Evidence of the growing threat 
to our community’s character is 
readily visible. You see it in the 
densely packed, oversized houses 
being built across from Starbuck’s 
on Moraga Road. You can see the 
threat in the massive homes under 
construction off Camino Ricardo 
that are completely out-of-scale with 
the adjoining neighborhood and in 
the scarring that project’s extensive 
grading inflicted on the adjoining 
hillside. You see the risk to our com-
munity’s future in the City Ventures 
Townhomes project next to the fire-
house that will seriously encroach 
on the Moraga Way Scenic Corridor. 
After that project’s story poles went 
up, over 1,500 Moragans signed a 
Referendum Petition requesting a 
public vote on that project. Instead, a 
majority of the current Town Coun-
cil approved it. Be assured: Kymber-
leigh would not have approved the 
designs of those projects.
	 The preceding examples are 
only “tips of the iceberg.” Coming 
next is implementation of the Mora-
ga Center Specific Plan. It envisions 
up to 630 additional units in the 

very heart of Moraga with densely 
packed buildings up to 45 feet tall 
and zero setbacks. The mass of those 
structures would render the Moraga 
we know and love unrecognizable. 
It would also further exacerbate the 
severe commute hours congestion 
we already experience on Moraga’s 
roadways. Kymberleigh wants the 
Town to reevaluate the MCSP be-
fore it is ever implemented.
	 If you love Moraga as I do and 
want to see our community’s Semi-
rural character and beautiful vistas 
preserved, our best hope is to elect 
Kymberleigh Korpus to the Moraga 
Town Council.
Dick Olsen
Moraga

Wykle, Korpus, Fritzky for Town 
Council 
Dear Editor,
Moragans who want to protect re-
maining open space are urged vote 
for Wykle, Korpus, and Fritzky for 
Town Council.  
	 This election comes at a key mo-
ment for Moraga: the council will 
soon decide on new development 
regulations that will determine the 
fate of vulnerable hills and ridge-
lines for decades. Adopting robust 
new protection measures requires a 
council able to act decisively despite 
strong developer opposition. Three 
candidates appear prepared for this 
task.  
	 Councilmember Roger Wykle, 
seeking re-election, has a well es-
tablished pro-open space record.  He 
voted against the Hetfield Estates 
development citing inconsistency 
with the Moraga Open Space Ordi-
nance; he voted against Via Moraga 
(now under construction across from 
Starbucks) because its two-story 
houses so close to Moraga Road 
block views of Rheem Ridge and 
mar the scenic corridor; and he vot-
ed against Harvest Court, currently 
being built off Camino Ricardo 
overlooking Moraga Center, citing 
environmental impacts. In addition, 
he has proven highly competent on 
budgetary, infrastructure, and gover-
nance matters as well.
	 As a Planning Commissioner, 
Kymberleigh Korpus has been dedi-
cated to the faithful implementation 
of Moraga’s regulations, including 
those aimed at preserving its sce-
nic beauty and semi-rural character. 
She said “no” to a massive proposed 
home that would have dwarfed ex-
isting homes in the neighborhood 
while obstructing public views of 
Campolindo Ridge, and she pushed 
the town to rethink the controversial 
Moraga Town Center Homes devel-
opment, offering detailed analysis 
arguing that its approval process 
lacked the rigor required by the Mu-
nicipal Code.
	 Jeanette Fritzky chairs the Parks 
and Recreation Commission, and al-
though it doesn’t handle land-use de-
cisions, she has expressed her com-
mitment to preserving open space 
and her sense of responsibility to 
the majority of Moragans who have 
repeatedly stressed that core value. 
As a candidate, she has studied open 
space issues thoroughly so she may 
effectively fulfill that responsibility 
as a Councilmember.
	 For 15 years I’ve attended pub-
lic hearings, advocating meaningful 
protection for Moraga’s remaining 
open spaces. I strongly recommend 
Wykle, Korpus, and Fritzky as the 
best candidates to ensure that Mor-
aga’s hillsides, ridgelines and scenic 
beauty are preserved for the benefit 
of generations of Moragans to come. 
Suzanne Jones
Founder, Preserve Lamorinda Open 
Space
Moraga

Three Candidates Support Open 
Space 
Dear Editor,
Of the four candidates running for 
three Moraga Town Council seats, 
three–Roger Wykle, Kimberleigh 
Korpus and Jeanette Fritzky–either 
have strong track records or have 
expressed firm support on the open 
space and hillside preservation mea-
sures so vital to Moraga’s future as 
a semi-rural community. The excep-
tion is Graig Crossley. 
	 Crossley is a throwback to the 
old days and the old ways in Mor-
aga, when the town was run by a 
clique of hand-picked politicians 
who thought they knew best – and 

lost touch with the community. He 
was a council member for 10 years 
during which time he consistently 
favored what he calls property own-
er rights over community rights. For 
example, back in 1985, Crossley’s 
own Rheem Valley neighborhood 
was threatened by a plan to build 
110 hillside houses. Massive grading 
would have carved up Mulholland 
and Campolindo Ridges, destroyed 
the contiguous Scofield, Rheem and 
LaSalle neighborhoods, and opened 
the floodgates to similar ridge de-
struction across Moraga. A group of 
us met with councilman Crossley, 
our Scofield neighbor, asking for his 
help to stop or at least significantly 
modify this development abomina-
tion. He turned us down flat; as he 
left the meeting I remember vividly 
his parting words: “You’ll think of 
something.”
	 Well, we did think of something. 
We mounted a town-wide, grass-
roots initiative to help protect ALL 
of Moraga’s remaining open space. 
It was a hard fought campaign that 
was vigorously opposed by every 
member of the town council, includ-
ing Crossley. But it passed and we 
now know it as MOSO.
	 Today, 30 years later, Crossley’s 
vision for Moraga is unclear. He 
remains reluctant to support open 
space and hillside preservation. In a 
July interview in this paper, he con-
ceded that MOSO “probably was a 
good thing,”  but his campaign state-
ments are silent on Moraga’s vital 
look-and-feel issues. Nov. 8 we have 
a choice of returning to the past with 
Crossley, or choosing three fresh, 
energetic, forward-looking candi-
dates: Wykle, Korpus and Fritzky.
Richard Immel
Moraga

Moraga School Board

Severy for Moraga School Board
Dear Editor,
I enthusiastically support Richard 
Severy’s election to the Moraga 
School District’s Governing Board 
on Nov. 8.
	 Last January, the MSD Govern-
ing Board voted to appoint Richard 
Severy to an open position. Since 
then, he has proved himself to be an 
extremely important board member. 
As a former school board member, I 
can see how his strong commitment 
to promoting the district’s mission is 
improving the learning experience 
for our children. 
	 Richard immediately grasped 
the importance of improving and 
upgrading Moraga’s school facili-
ties and creating an enhanced learn-
ing environment. He volunteered to 
co-chair the Yes on Measure V cam-
paign committee, and is working 
diligently to secure voter approval 
of this critical school improvement 
bond that will fund necessary re-
pairs.
	 Richard also understands that, 
as Moraga continues to roll out new 
curricula and programs for our stu-
dents, it is important that our teach-
ers are provided meaningful profes-
sional development opportunities so 
that they can provide our students 
with the best classroom experience. 
	 And Richard is committed to 
addressing the educational needs 
of our students in a holistic sense. 
He supports programs that promote 
safety and focus on students’ social 
and emotional well-being.
	 Public schools in California 
continually face financial challenges 
and Richard is committed to manag-
ing Moraga’s finances in a prudent 
manner. Significantly, he has ex-
plored means of leveraging other 
funding sources, such as matching 
state funds and additional federal 
special education funding, to en-
hance the district’s financial posture. 
	 Richard brings his extensive pro-
fessional public policy experience, 
and a long record of working col-
laboratively with others to achieve 
common goals, to his participation 
on the Moraga School Board. He is 
committed to impartially represent-
ing the interests of the entire com-
munity --  most of all, the needs of 
students -- in a positive, collegial 
manner. 
	 Moraga schools need Richard 
Severy for four more years. Please 
join me in voting for him on Nov. 8.
Kathy Ranstrom
Moraga

Severy and Rosenbaum for Mor-
aga Schools
Dear Editor,
Please join me in supporting and 
voting for two candidates for Mor-
aga’s School Board: Richard Severy 
and Joe Rosenbaum. 
	 Both Richard and Joe are long-
term residents with a proven track 
record in our community. Involved 
Moraga citizens, they have repeat-
edly demonstrated the capacity for 
intelligent and thoughtful decision-
making, the ability to serve the in-
terests of our community fairly and 
judiciously, and the facility to bring 
initiatives to fruition through collab-
orative work — all critical skills for 
a School Board Member. 
	 It is my strong opinion that our 
schools and our community will be 
best-served and poised for the future 
if Richard Severy and Joe Rosen-
baum receive your vote.
	 Richard joined the School Board 
in January, bringing with him a pas-
sion for education, years of commu-
nity service and a strong legal mind. 
His judgment, reasoning abilities, 
and capacity to understand the in-
tricacies of the education code, cou-
pled with his strong commitment to 
serve our community, have already 
made Richard a stellar school board 
member. Our designee to the Contra 
Costa County School Boards As-
sociation, Richard has worked to 
ensure that the needs of our students 
and our community are heard within 
this broader context. As one of the 
co-leaders of the Measure V cam-
paign, we have seen Richard quickly 
and credibly establish relationships 
throughout the community.
	 Joe has served the Moraga Com-
munity in a multitude of leadership 
positions. Working with the town, 
the school board, and representing 
the Moraga Sports Alliance, Joe 
played a key role in upgrading the 
Camino Pablo fields and improving 
the recreational space currently en-
joyed by our students and families. 
His strong financial background 
(CPA, MBA, JD), proven leadership 
in our community, and professional 
commitment (Joe serves as the 
Chair of the California Board of Ac-
countancy’s Enforcement Advisory 
Committee) will make Joe an excel-
lent addition to our School Board.
	 Our schools are one of our 
town’s greatest assets. Who we elect 
to steward their continued success is 
a very important decision. It is with 
first-hand knowledge of their char-
acter and motivation that I whole-
heartedly endorse Richard Severy 
and Joe Rosenbaum for the Moraga 
School Board. 
Shari Simon
Moraga School Board President
Moraga

MOFD Board

Jorgens Will Protect Orinda
Dear Editor,
I support Craig Jorgens for MOFD 
Director. I have talked to him about 
his concerns for undertaking mitiga-
tion efforts in Orinda to reduce our 
risk of a catastrophic firestorm. He is 
aware of the dangers we face living 
in the wildland-urban interface and 
is ready to take action with regards 
to vegetation management. We need 
proactive people like Craig helping 
direct our fire protection.
John Radke
Orinda 

Jorgens for MOFD
Dear Editor,
I strongly support Craig Jorgens for 
the MOFD board.  I worked with 
Craig for over 10 years, most recent-
ly as the head of Strategy and Devel-
opment for ICO Global Communi-
cations.  I know Craig to be a quick 
learner, who makes well informed, 
fact-based decisions and uses his 
broad background in finance, engi-
neering and operations to develop 
fiscally responsible, creative solu-
tions to complex problems. Craig 
does a great job of seeing both sides 
of an issue and applies strong cost / 
benefit analysis to his decisions. He 
was a pleasure to work with and is 
well respected by both his former 
employees and the managing board. 
Craig will make an excellent MOFD 
Board member.
Sincerely,
David Bagley
Moraga
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Scaring Up Some Fun This Halloween
All three Lamorinda communities will be helping little ghouls and goblins with trick-or-treating this year.

In Lafayette: Take a stroll down Trick or Treat Street, 4 to 6 p.m.  Friday, Oct. 28, in Downtown Lafay-
ette (First Street to Dewing Ave.). Children and their parents are invited to Trick-or-Treat on Mt. Diablo 
Blvd. from Oak Hill Rd. to Dewing Ave. and in La Fiesta Square. All participating businesses will display 
a “Trick-or-Treat Poster” and balloons. Please come in costume to receive a special treat. Don’t forget to 
bring a Trick-or-Treat bag. Sponsored by the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce.

In Moraga: Costumed children are invited to Trick-or-Treat at the businesses of the Rheem Center from 
3 to 5 p.m. on Halloween, Monday, Oct. 31. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Sponsored by the 
Rheem Valley businesses. Located at Rheem Boulevard at Moraga Road.

In Orinda:  From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 29, Orinda Theatre Square and Lamorinda Moms are 
partnering this year to bring a Trick-or-Treat walk to Theatre Square. The event is open to the public, for 
kids 12 and under, and kids do need to be accompanied by an adult. In addition to participating businesses 
handing out candy and Halloween treats, there will be free face-painting and food and drink specials at 
participating restaurants. 

	 De Jonghe died suddenly at the 
end of February at age 77, and Ro-
ethe stepped forward to take up the 
scarecrow project. She didn’t know 
Horton, but ran into a friend at De 
Jonghe’s memorial service who 
did. Horton, who lives in an as-
sisted living facility, was contacted 
and cut out 30 scarecrow heads for 
the club. 
	 This year the club assembled 17 
scarecrows to display around Orin-
da, including five that remained 
from last year. In front of Morri-

sons Jewelers they placed a scare-
crow decorated with lots of bling 
and some vivid make-up. They 
jokingly called her “Dolly Parton.” 
Close by was “Dolly’s Little Sis-
ter.” But not for long. The Roethes 
put her up on Saturday evening, but 
by Sunday morning, she was gone, 
one of the two scarecrows stolen 
this year. The other, more ominous-
ly, was dressed in a clown costume. 
Roethe has contacted the police 
about the thefts, and also to ascer-
tain that the clown costume from 

the missing scarecrow has not been 
used in any subsequent crimes.
	 If anyone has any information 
concerning the stolen scarecrows, 
they should contact the Orinda po-
lice. There is a reward for the return 
of the scarecrows.
	 In other Garden Club related 
news, three sycamore trees taken 
down by PG&E under high tension 
lines at the triangle in Orinda will 
soon be replaced by three flowering 
plums.

Orinda’s Cheerful Scarecrows Scene
... continued from page A1

Baker ended secret  
Bay Bridge meetings.

She passed a bill to make Bay Bridge 
meetings more open to the public 

for more accountability.

ended sBaker turned down  
pay raises and perks.

She turned down  
thousands of dollars worth of 

taxpayer-funded raises and perks. 

Baker is endorsed by local 
Democrats, Independents, 

and Republicans.

party appreciate that Catharine is 
bipartisan, independent, and works 
across the aisle to get things done.

Then meet Assemblywoman 

Catharine Baker.
A bipartisan leader fighting for real results, not partisanship.

Are you tired of all the fighting between  
Republican and Democrat politicians?

“Her bipartisan, independent approach to solving  
problems is refreshing and very welcome.”

— Steve Glazer, State Senator, 2/3/2016
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
Flat Monthly Fee

Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting

new
patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda

(925) 254-3725
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After Lafayette resident Jim 
Leach retired from Epicor 

Software, he decided he would 
learn more about a topic that in-
terested him: global warming. 

that he perceives existed in the 
literature on that topic: explain-
ing in 50 pages and in everyday 
English the catastrophic conse-
quences, causes and remedy to 
climate change. The result is his 
book “The Sustainable Way” and 
his goal is to equip everyone with 
the knowledge base to spread the 
word and change the world in the 
time we have left.
 “What really sparked my 
passion is that we are facing a 
catastrophe and that there are so-

today,” he says. His diagnosis is 
that the most powerful interest in 
the world, the fossil fuel indus-
try, has successfully fought off 
the efforts to bring forth those 
solutions. He also realized that 
the information out there was 
complete and exhaustive and has 
been doing a good job preaching 
to the choir.
 “But if you go to the work-
ing class group I grew up with 
in Indiana, they are not educated 
on the subject, and there is no 
information easily accessible to 
them,” he says.
 He looked for books avail-
able to the average consumer, 
but found nothing that was an 

“There was nothing that was to 
the point, straight forward with-
out confusing science,” he said. 
He started an outline and got to 
a point where he thought it could 
write that missing book in under 
100 pages and get it down below 
50. 
 “Where else can you get a 
quick, accurate and thoughtful 
summary of the climate crisis 
and its solutions in less than 40 
pages for under $6? Right in this 
gem of a book,” says Wei-Tai 

Amber Kinetics, volunteer public 
speaker on climate change for the 
Climate Reality Project, and Sus-
tainable Lafayette board mem-
ber. Kwok says that Leach excels 
at taking a complicated issue and 
simplifying it for the average 
reader to understand in lay terms. 
 “Climate change is hap-
pening, but there are solutions 
available that we must quickly 
embrace. If you want to get a 
quick but solid understanding 
of the key issues, key barriers to 
change, and key paths forward, 
this book will save you a lot of 
time,” says Kwok. 

 
a dramatic futuristic view of the 
world. “Most books soft-pedal 
the consequences, or if they do 
not, they get so long to get there 
that readers never reach it,” says 
Leach. In his book, he describes 
the possibility of two scenarios: 
the one we are on, and the one we 
could be on.
 The second chapter explains 
what causes global warming 
with layman vocabulary and no 
acronyms. He explains feedback 
loops, tipping 
points and interac-
tions using simple 
terms, but still ex-
plaining accurate-
ly complex phe-
nomenon. What he 

to make it eas-
ily understood and 
memorized. The 
book also includes 

reference work for 
those who want to 
dig further.
 The third chap-
ter is called the 
forces of denial. 
It explains that 
there are people 

knowledge to grasp the magni-
tude of the forces playing in the 
environment, or that others deny 
global warming because of their 
religious ideology is resisting 
science. He gives the example of 
Senator James Inhofe from Okla-
homa, who is still the Chairman 
of the U.S. Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee. 
Leach believes that the fossil fuel 
industry has successfully politi-
cized the issues, moving it from 

polarized irrational topic.
 The last part of the book 
shows the paths to sustainability, 
with the possible solutions that 
exist today and should be enacted 
now. 
 Leach says that doing the re-
search has led him and his fam-
ily to change some elements of 
their lifestyle, such as their red 
meat consumption. He is also 
very happy that Lafayette joined 
Marin Choice Energy (commu-
nity choice energy). “The tran-
sition to renewable energy will 
also move the ownership of en-
ergy from world-level players to 
the local level,” he says.
 Leach does not know if in 
his readership are people who 
changed their mind because of 
his explanations. “But I heard 
that the book gave (my readers) 
some tools to communicate with 
people who are questioning glob-
al warming,” he says. He would 
like the people of Lamorinda to 
take more of an informed interest 
in the issue and share it with their 
families and friends all over the 
country.
 Leach’s book can be found on 
Amazon.

B1

Building a Case for Sustainable 
Energy In Simple Terms
By Sophie Braccini

EAST BAY

DOWNTOWN 
LAFAYETTE
REGISTRATION OPENS 6:30AM
2 MILE FUN RUN 8:00AM
5K RACE 8:30AM
10K RACE 8:45AM

Live Music
Halloween Costume Contest
Pancake Breakfast
Healthy Lifestyles Fair

ONLINE REGISTRATION  

PRE-RACE PICK UP NEW LOCATION:
A RUNNER’S MIND 
3541 PLAZA WAY, LAFAYETTE 

Presented by the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce • www.LafayetteChamber.org • (925) 284-7404

SUPPORTING LOCAL EDUCATION

http://bit.ly/resrun2016

Minuteman
Press
Lafayette

#LafayetteEvents

DOWNTOWN 
LAFAYETTE
REGISTRATION OPENS 6:30AM
2 MILE FUN RUN 8:00AM
5K RACE 8:30AM
10K RACE 8:45AM

Live Music
Halloween Costume Contest
Pancake Breakfast
Healthy Lifestyles Fair

Minuteman
Press
Lafayette

PRE-RACE PICK UP NEW LOCATION:
A RUNNER’S MIND 
3541 PLAZA WAY, LAFAYETTE 

2016 LAFAYETTE 
RESERVOIR RUN
DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE

Jim Leach Photo Sophie Braccini
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Home care can keep older adults in their homes. 9 out of 10 of seniors 
prefer to age in their own homes. Hiring a caregiver provides the extra support
an older adult may need to stay where they most prefer: at home.

Home care helps seniors stay independent longer. A caregiver provides 
support with activities of daily living, while encouraging mental and physical
stimulation and overall wellness. They also promote safety in the home by 
preventing falls or other accidents.

Home care is personalized to each family. Our care plans at Home Care 
Assistance are tailored specifically to each client’s unique needs and preferences.
Caregivers are expertly matched and managed by our client care team. 
Caregivers are available for a few hours every day or around-the-clock.

Home care supports advanced care needs. Our caregivers are experienced and
trained to support older adults who are transitioning home from the hospital,
recovering from a stroke or a major medical procedure, or managing chronic
conditions such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s or diabetes.

Contact a Client Care Manager today to schedule your free 
in-home consultation!

Let’s Talk About Home Care.
Let’s talk about how high quality, personalized in-home care 

can help you or a loved one.

925-233-6166
HomeCareAssistance.com/Alamo

190-G Alamo Plaza
Alamo, CA 94507

Orinda Native Pens a Delightful Book of Short 
Stories on ‘Deceit and Other Possibilities’
By Sophie Braccini

There is something very excit-
ing about a well-written book 

of short stories. Within a few lines 
it immerses the reader in an intense 
atmosphere, takes them away on a 
journey that leaves them breathless 
and thrilled on arrival, still sur-
prised to have been taken so far, so 
fast. Then again, the next story is 
right there for the next thrill. 
	 For her first book at that game 
of surprise and rapid immersion, 
Vanessa Hua shows punchy skills 
from the get go. “Deceit And Other 
Possibilities” show struggling liars, 
hopeful dreamers and other all too-
real characters of contemporary 
America. A very fun and pleasant 
read, it is impregnated with Hua’s 
Asian ancestry.
	 They are Asian-American 
fresh-from-the-boat or here for 
several generations, more or less 
mixed-blood-mixed-up. Their sto-

ries are touching, funny, scary and 
ring true. Hua’s construction is of-
ten intricate. She delights in mov-
ing the reader back and forth along 
the space and time continuum, and 
she enjoys not giving all the secrets 
at once, lightly cueing the reader. 
Her style is raw and lively, contem-
porary and energetic.
	 Hua started writing the 10 sto-
ries of this first book in 2000. She’s 
always been a writer; while at Mi-
ramonte High School she won the 
Poul Anderson creative writing 
contest. She says today that the 
early encouragements she received 
were key to her development as a 
writer. She grew up in Orinda the 
daughter of two Chinese parents 
who came to the States in the 1960s 
as graduate students. She says 
about growing up in the ‘80s and 
‘90s here that she was made to feel 
different. Her first published book 

naturally explores issues of immi-
gration and identity.
	 Hua started her career as a jour-
nalist, working for the Los Angeles 
Times after college, then as a staff 
writer for the San Francisco Chron-
icle, where she still has a column as 
she raises her family in Orinda. But 
the need to write fiction lingered 
over reporting and she started tak-
ing workshops, going to writing 
conferences, belonging to fiction 
writing groups, and in the evening 
or during weekends she would spin 
her prose. “I see the world in sto-
ries,” she says.
	 Hua paints situations where her 
characters are facing extreme chal-
lenges, often of their own making. 
The fact that there is something 
“foreign” about them is at the crux 
of the dynamic that puts them 
where they are. Pulled by conflict-
ing traditions, pressured by high 
expectations, they do their best to 
fit in and please everyone, while 
struggling also to be themselves. 
Hua writes about what she calls 
hyphenated-Americans, trying to 
balance their life on the tiny thread 
of the hyphen. 
	 You never completely know 
how inspired by true stories her 
tales are, it is just another possibil-
ity. Hua takes her characters and 
their surrounding under a micro-
scope. Every detail is laid out, viv-
idly. She does not judge, she just 
dissects with compassion, giving 
these people, in spite of their inad-
equacies, their humanity. 
	 Hua will be at Orinda Books 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. on Oct. 22 to 
talk about her stories. Her book is 
available there and online. She is 
in the final stage of releasing two 
novels, one of them a historic fic-
tion set in Mao’s Cultural Revolu-
tion China. Orinda books is located 
at 276 Village Square in Orinda.

Vanessa Hua poses with her book of short stories at Orinda Books.	
Photo Sophie Braccini

Family Focus
Identifying and Treating Teens  
With Anxiety and Depression
By Margie Ryerson

Cara’s family physician referred 
her for therapy because she 

was feeling that no one liked her or 
cared about her. Cara, age 13, was 
having difficulty getting along with 
her family and her peers, and her 
grades in school were suffering. 
	 I assessed Cara for depression 
and also found there was a history 

of alcoholism and depression in her 
family. When I see evidence of pos-
sible depression, I refer an individ-
ual to one of several psychiatrists 
whom I trust to perform a compre-
hensive evaluation. 
	 Cara was diagnosed with mod-
erate to severe clinical depression. 
First she participated solely in in-
dividual and family psychotherapy 
because her family was reluctant to 
put her on medication. But as time 
went on, it became evident to all of 
us that Cara would benefit from a 
low dose of an anti-depressant as 
well. Happily, Cara is a senior in 
college this year and is doing well. 
She continues to see a therapist oc-
casionally and to take medication 
for depression. Cara understands 
that at some point she can try to go 
off her medication — under a doc-
tor’s supervision — to see how she 
does without it, but she is comfort-
able with her regimen for now.
	 It is difficult to see children suf-
fer needlessly, as they too often do 
when their depressive symptoms 
go untreated. In my psychotherapy 
practice I have worked with many 
teens and adults who say they first 
experienced symptoms of depres-
sion as children, but unfortunately 
they never received help at that 
time.
	 It is understandable that parents 
might want to wait to see if symp-
toms will subside. After all, chil-
dren grow and change so much that 
we often need to take a wait-and-
see approach. And depression in 
children isn’t always easy to iden-
tify. Often, symptoms of anxiety 
precede actual depression. By the 
time some children are in their teen 
years they may have a combination 
of anxiety and depression.
	 Anxiety: 
	 Childhood anxiety disorders 
fall into three categories:
	 *Separation anxiety. A child 
may fear something bad will hap-

pen to himself or a member of his 
family. Being apart from his family 
is very upsetting.
	 *Social phobia. A child may 
experience extreme discomfort 
with social aspects of school or 
after-school activities. She may 
refuse to go to school or continu-
ously complain of physical illness 
to avoid school.
	 *Generalized anxiety disor-
der. A child will worry excessively 
about the future. I once worked 
with a third-grade boy who was ex-
tremely worried about getting into 
Stanford when he was ready for 
college. His mother had attended 
Stanford and had mentioned to her 
son that she hoped he would be able 
to go there as well. (A parent who 
discusses this kind of topic with 
an eight-year old may well have a 
great deal of anxiety herself.) The 
child already had a tendency to 
worry and began to fixate on this 
issue at an early age.
	 If any of these anxieties are 
strong and persistent, it is impor-
tant to address them with your phy-
sician and a mental health profes-
sional. Often, treatment of anxiety 
at an early stage can help ward off 
future depression or at least reduce 
its severity. 
	 Depression:
	 According to the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health, in 2014 an 
estimated 11.4 percent of children 
ages 12 to 17 had at least one major 
depressive episode in the past year. 
	 Here are some symptoms of 
childhood depression to watch for 
from the American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry:
	 • Frequent sadness or crying;
	 • Hopelessness;
	 • Decreased interest in activi-
ties or inability to enjoy previously 
favorite activities;
	 • Persistent boredom and low 
energy;
	 ... continued on next page

 
Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 11/30/16. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

 A Swingin’ 

Holiday! A Swingin’ 

Holiday! A Swingin’ 

Holiday!
AND     MORE!AND     MORE!AND     MORE!

NOVEMBER 11 - 8:00 PM

NOVEMBER 12 - 2:00 & 8:00 PM 

NOVEMBER 13 - 2:00 PM 

with the Diablo Ballet 
Swing Orchestra!

Purchase tickets: 925.943.SHOW / lesherartscenter.org
Information: 925.943.1775 / diabloballet.org
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Kick off  the Holidays at Orinda Artisan 
Faire
Submitted by Barbara Duff

The 10th annual Artisan Faire 
will be held from 4 to 7:30 

p.m. Nov. 3 at the Orinda Coun-
try Club.  Meet talented local 
artists, who will be displaying 
and selling their distinctive work 
in jewelry, ceramics, painting, 

glass, fiber art, clothing, wood-
work and more.  
	 Also featured will be culinary 
products, cosmetics, bath and 
body items as well as represen-
tatives from Orinda’s Sanvitalia 
Home and Garden Shop, Orinda 

Books, and several local authors.  
	 Come for a festive evening to 
kick off the holidays and enjoy 
free tequilas plus wine tasting. 
OCC is located at 315 Camino 
Sobrante, Orinda.

Correction
In the Oct. 5 story, “Town Hall Theater Reins In ‘The Man Who Shot 
Liberty Valance” the wrong web address was published. Tickets and 
information can be obtained at www.townhalltheatre.com.

Old mexican papaya

Olga Jusidman

Family Focus
Identifying Teens
... continued from page B2
	 • Social isolation and poor com-
munication;
	 • Low self-esteem and guilt;
	 • Extreme sensitivity to rejec-
tion or failure;
	 • Increased irritability, anger or 
hostility;
	 • Difficulty with relationships;
	 • Frequent complaints of physi-
cal illnesses such as headaches or 
stomachaches;
	 • Poor performance in school;
	 • Poor concentration;
	 • A major change in eating and/
or sleeping habits;
	 • Talk of, or efforts to, run away 
from home;
	 • Thoughts or expressions of 
suicide or self-destructive behavior. 
Self-destructive behavior includes 
substance abuse, eating disorders, 
cutting and other methods of self-
harm.
	 If your child exhibits signs of 
anxiety or depression over time, it 
will be important to have him diag-
nosed. Then you can work together 
with your physician and a therapist 
and psychiatrist to determine what 
the course of treatment should be. 
It is recommended that a child have 
not only individual therapy, but 
also family therapy, since the fam-
ily has a major influence and im-
pact on the child. Although some 
parents are reluctant to have their 
child take pharmacological rem-
edies, the combination of therapy 
and medication has proven to be 
the most successful treatment for 
depression. At the same time, un-
less the child is suffering with se-
vere depressive symptoms, there 
is nothing wrong with trying only 
psychotherapy first to see if that 
can suffice.

	 Research has shown that cog-
nitive behavioral therapy, or CBT, 
is the best type of psychotherapy 
in treating depression. A therapist 
who uses CBT helps the child iden-
tify and change irrational and self-
sabotaging thoughts, behaviors and 
feelings.
	 Even if a child with symptoms 
protests that he or she  doesn’t want 
to or need to see a therapist, parents 
must use their own good judgment 
and may have to insist. I encour-
age parents to let their child have a 
choice of whom to see, not whether 
or not he or she will see someone. 
They can visit a therapist and then 
decide if they want
 to work with that person or look 
for someone else. Even though this 
really is a forced choice, the child 
will be slightly empowered in the 
process.
	 Remember, even though it may 
be somewhat of an ordeal at first 
to have your child diagnosed and 
treated, you may be saving him 
years of unnecessary suffering.

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a mar-
riage and family therapist and au-
thor in Orinda and Walnut Creek. 
Contact her at 925-376-9323 or 
margierye@yahoo.com.

Plaza Center
(925) 283-3380

6211 Medau Pl., Oakland
(510) 339-2210

Offer good while supplies last. One gift per customer, please. 

Gift Dates:
Oct. 19 – Nov. 5

Auburn
Next to SaveMart & CVS

(530) 885-0500

Choose Your Moisturizer
RENERGIE LIFT MULT-ACTION NIGHT 
Lifting and Firming Night Cream
BIENFAIT MULTI-VITAL NIGHT
High Potency Night Moisturizing Cream

Choose Your Lipcolor
And Lipcolor Duo (2 shade choices)
COLOR DESIGN Lipcolor 
BLUSH SUBTIL Powder Blush
Receive
ADVANCED GENIFIQUE
Youth Activating Concentrate
DEFINICILS Mascara
BI-FACIL Eye Makeup Remover
Your  Choice of Cosmetics Bag Lafayette

FREE Gift with Purchase! 
7 - PIECE GIFT- YOURS WITH ANY 

$35 LANCOME PURCHASE 
($101.00 – $109.00 VALUE)

Montclair

Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga
Mon – Sat: 10 - 7 Sun: 10 - 6

(925) 377-9997
(925) 708-3448

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $50
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $35

Full Set or Shellac Gels $30

Anniversary14 Years in Business
New Partnership 

FREE Hot Wax or Designs or Buffer Shinny
For any combination Nails & Feet service

(Please Bring Coupon When You Visit Our Shop)
$5 OFF*

*min. charge $30
THANK YOU
LAMORINDA
CUSTOMERS

Nail by Dian
Walkin Welcome
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Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about 
a special event or achievement, such as a wedding, 
engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local 
resident, or about a special person from Lamorinda 
who has passed, send a photo along with your text 
(up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.
com, and include “Celebrations and Remembrances” 
in the subject line.

Community Service We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s 
dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information about their activities.  Submissions 
may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Neil Hansen
Neil Hansen, 80, of Moraga, died 
peacefully on Sept. 27 after a short ill-
ness. 
	 Neil is survived by his wife, Louise, 
their children Wendy Hansen, John 
Hansen, and Jennifer Koziel, and their 
six grandchildren.
	 At Neil’s request, no services will be 
held. In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations to his favorite charity, Smile 
Train (www.smiletrain.org).

California Magic Soccer Helps Donate 
Uniforms Needy Teams
Submitted by Greg Davis

Seven New Local Eagle Scouts Make 
Life Better in Orinda
Submitted by Marta Wallace

The seven new Eagle Scouts from Troop 57 created unique projects in and around Orinda.

Boy Scout Troop 57, chartered 
by St. Mark’s United Meth-

odist Church in Orinda, honored 
seven new Eagle Scouts this past 
May. Each Eagle Scout must earn 
a minimum of 21 merit badges, in-
cluding 12 Eagle-required badges, 
demonstrate leadership and scout 
spirit, and perform a service project 
for the community.
	 These scouts, all of whom are 
current or former Miramonte High 
School students, include Daniel 

Campbell, Nick Campbell, Dylan 
Hoff, Aidan Kohr, Sean McFeely, 
Allan Rosso and James Wallace. 
	 For his Eagle Scout project, 
Danny posted signs on the nature 
trail James Wallace created and 
added a comfortable bench at the 
top. Nick constructed planter boxes 
for the preschool at Holy Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Orinda. 
	 Dylan created two planting ar-
eas near the parking lot for Holy 
Shepherd. 

	 Aidan created a wheelchair ac-
cessible path at the Wagner Ranch 
Nature Area. Sean created four 
planter boxes at St Mark’s Church 
and refurbished the watering sys-
tem so it would serve each. Allan 
designed, built and installed display 
cases for both the band and choir 
programs at Miramonte. James re-
covered and recreated a nature path 
he used to hike with his father in 
Oak Park in Orinda. 

Local Girl Scout Builds Garden 
in Oakland, Earns Gold Award
Submitted by Erica Stephan

Just a couple of months ago, a 
dirt patch with a few withering 

plants sat in the Fruitvale Head 
Start garden in Oakland. Now, a 
vibrant garden and mural stand in 
the same area. 
	 Erica Stephan, a member of 
Girl Scout Troop 3219, Orinda 
Moraga Service Unit, created this 
garden and mural for her Girl Scout 
Gold Award Take Action project. 
The Gold Award is the highest hon-
or a Girl Scout can earn. 

	 She was assisted by the non-
profit group, Unity Council, which 
helps revitalize areas in Oakland 
and the East Bay. Stephan also col-
lected 178 gently used children’s 
books for the Fruitvale Head Start 
program. 
	 The mural was created by her 
and a fellow Girl Scout, Antonia 
Giles. Erica has been a Girl Scout 
since kindergarten and is a senior at 
Miramonte High School in Orinda. 

Declan Tsuyuki is a typical 
eighth-grader who is also a 

Troop 200 Boy Scout on a mis-
sion. In 2015, Declan raised over 
$8,000 in sales in the annual Pop-

corn Fundraiser sponsored by the 
Boy Scouts of America. He had the 
highest sales in the Mount Diablo 
Silverado Council, which includes 
Contra Costa, Lake, Napa and 
Solano Counties and portions of 
Alameda County. Declan earned 
enough in “campership” awards 
from the council and his troop to 
fund his 2016 summer camps. 
	 This year, he is once again fo-
cused on doing his best and urges 
all scouts to always keep their eyes 
on their mission of raising money 
to benefit all youth in our com-
munity and beyond. The Popcorn 
Fundraiser will go until Oct. 24 and 
purchases can also be made online. 
	 Seventy percent of funds raised 
by the Popcorn Fundraiser go to-
wards supporting troop activities, 
local scouting programs, purchas-
ing new equipment and providing 
financial support for scouts in need 
or in underserved communities.

Local Girl Wins Rising 
Star Award
Submitted by Kimberly Lamb

Sierra Warshawsky, a junior at 
Campolindo High School in 

Moraga, was honored Sept. 21 with 
The Rising Star (under 18) award 
at the eighth annual Contra Costa 
Leadership in Sustainability & 
Green Building Awards, presented 
by Sustainable Contra Costa (SCO-
CO).  About 240 people gathered at 

the Hilton Concord for this award, 
fundraising, and community event.
	 Sierra actively volunteers in 
various charity events and organi-
zations, including Rotary and the 
organization One Million Lights, 
which provides solar power to 
third-world countries without elec-
tricity.

OIS Drama Presents Wacky ‘Night at 
the Wax Museum’
Submitted by Jeanette Lipp

The Cowboy cast and crew prepare for “Night at the Wax Museum” at OIS. 	 Photo provided

Orinda Intermediate School’s 
Bulldog Theater presents its 

fall play, “Night at the Wax Mu-
seum” Nov. 3-5 at OIS. The hys-
terical meets the historical in this 
comic romp through the wacki-
est wax museum in history. This 

fun production promises plenty of 
laughs for the whole family.
	 There are two casts, comprised 
of approximately 55 OIS students 
along with additional 14 OIS stu-
dents serving on tech crew.  The 
performance lasts approximately 

90 minutes, with one intermission.  
For show time information and to 
purchase tickets, please visit www.
showtix4u.com. Tickets are also 
available at OIS Theater one half 
hour prior to show times.

Local Boy Scout Hopes to ‘Pop’ 
His Own Fundraising Record
Submitted by Caroline Tsuyuki

Declan Tsuyuki          Photo provided

California Magic Soccer Club’s 
‘99 Boys players, Ben Nash 

(Bentley HS ‘17) and Oliver Feigin 
(Acalanes HS ’18), collected soc-

cer gear donations from the Orinda, 
Lafayette and Moraga communi-
ties to assist the nonprofit, Oak-
land-based Soccer Without Borders 

(SWB). This organization funds 
and operates a community soccer 
program for refugees ages 5-21. 
	 Families from California Mag-
ic SC, Acalanes and Bentley high 
schools, and local business Soccer 
Post, in Lafayette, all generously 
contributed to the uniform drive. 
As a result of several local efforts 
in the Lamorinda community, SWB 
has been able to establish its soccer 
library for players to check out, and 
ultimately own, soccer uniforms 
for practices and games. 
	 Ben and Oliver also trained as 
volunteer coaches and participated 
in the SWB 10th Annual Refugee 
Community Soccer Camp. For 
more information about Soccer 
Without Borders, and its mission 
to “harness the power of soccer as 
a universal language,” please visit 
www.soccerwithoutborders.org/
oakland.

Photo provided

This garden at Oakland’s Fruitvale Head start is thriving thanks to an 
Orinda Girl Scout.
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Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. 

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

DayTripping
A Bit of  Paris in the Heart of  Silicon Valley
By Fran Endicott Miller

When enjoying a weekend get-
away, I typically explore an 

entire locale with the intention of 
providing tips and activity ideas. 
I usually recommend a home base 
hotel and a few restaurants. And so 
it was that I embarked on a “Silicon 
Valley” weekend stay; I studied the 
surrounding area in preparation for 
recommending hiking and biking, 
museums, and gardens. But after 
checking in to my quaint, indepen-
dently owned boutique hotel in Los 
Altos, it was clear that Enchanté 
was itself the destination.  
	 The French chateau-inspired, 
19 room Enchanté inn is a rela-
tively new gem, and is alone wor-
thy of the approximately 75-minute 
drive from Lamorinda. Primar-
ily welcoming Silicon Valley high 
rollers during the week, Enchanté 
relaxes a bit on the weekends, as do 
the rates. It’s a fantastic retreat at 
which to unwind and be pampered. 
Owner and Francophile Abigail 
Ahrens has created a place so el-
egant, so unique, and so under-the-
radar, you won’t believe it exists in 
tiny, and tony, downtown Los Al-
tos. And you might not believe that 
you’re not actually in France.
	 Ahrens, well-known and highly 
regarded in the area as a top Realtor 
and designer of exquisite homes, 
spared no expense in planning, de-
signing and decorating this French 
jewel in which she resides on the 
top floor. Many of the furnishings 
and décor are from her personal 
collection: the antique French 
hutch in the lobby, the dining table 

in the Napoléon Bonaparte-themed 
Campagne One Main bistro, and 
the chandeliers. And don’t miss 
the Napoléon memorabilia housed 
behind glass in the dining room, 
including an authentic Napoleon-
ic-era bicorn military hat which 
Ahrens picked-up at the Paris flea 
market. “I was told it was actually 
his,” says Ahrens with a dubious 
smile. One will never know, but it’s 
fun to imagine. 
	 Each of Enchanté’s gorgeously 
appointed rooms is unique, and 
each is lavishly and authentically 
decorated in a different French 
theme: Marie Antoinette, Musique 
de l’Opera, Tour de France, Cheval 
du Course, Château Du Chien and 
Chambre Romantique, to name a 
few. Many of Enchanté’s regulars 
(of which there are several during 
the business week) request varied 
rooms during their stays, so as to 
experience Ahren’s entertaining, 
and sometimes tongue-in-cheek, 
themed décor. Most have gas fire-
places; all have Carrera marble 
bathrooms (some with free stand-
ing tubs), monogrammed robes, top 
quality Amish-made mattresses, 
beautiful and sumptuously detailed 
curtains and linens, and windows 
that actually open. And if you sim-
ply can’t leave home without your 
pooch, Enchanté provides your pet 
an equally luxurious getaway with 
pet beds, organic homemade bis-
cuits, filtered water, food and water 
bowls. 
	 Guests are also treated to a 
glass of wine and an appetizer plate 
each evening, and a full, made-to-
order breakfast each morning — to 
be enjoyed on the outdoor patio or 
in the sunny dining room that fea-
tures 200 year-old French timbers, 
a period fireplace, and limestone 
floors. The bistro is also open to the 
public, and many locals were seen 
there enjoying dinner and weekend 
brunch. 
	 Even the most welcoming of 
hotels requires that you get out 
for a bit and walk, and the small, 
charming town of Los Altos begs to 
be explored. Both sophisticated and 

homespun, the few blocks of non-
metered, ample parking harken to a 
simpler time. High-end boutiques, 
kitchen goods, and an old fashioned 
stationery store are interspersed 
with a 40-year-old classic deli and 
gourmet restaurant choices, such 
as the wonderful Cetrella at the 
corner of First and Main. Like sis-
ter restaurant Cetrella Half Moon 
Bay, this outpost serves flavorful 
Mediterranean-rim and California 
coastal dishes sourced from region-
al farms and artisanal purveyors. 
Dishes are dictated by the seasons 
and what is found at the local farm-
er’s market, such as roasted baby 
beets, corn bisque, and Happy Boy 
Farms fritto misto. House made 
pastas include Bellwether Farms 
jersey cow’s milk ricotta agnolotti, 
whole grain mustard fettuccine, or 
vegetable risotto. Entrée selections 
include Ora King salmon, roasted 
Pitman Farms duck breast, bacon 
wrapped pork tenderloin, or braised 
short rib pot roast. And don’t miss 
the craft cocktails, specifically their 
Manhattan.
	 Be sure to stop at Manresa 
Bread to grab some loaves or ba-
guettes to take home. Located at 
271 State Street, this bakery — 
from the acclaimed Manresa team 
out of Los Gatos – offers amazing 
breads and pastries. Get there early 
as they often sell out.
	 It’s likely that Los Altos has 
never crossed your mind as a week-
end getaway local. Let Enchanté 
make you a convert, as it did me.  
C’est tres magnifique.

Photos Fran Endicott Miller

At Care Indeed,  
you have a voice 
because we listen.
We take the time to understand your  
needs, and offer solutions that address 
every aspect of your care... the kind of care 
that you want and makes you happy.

At Care Indeed, 
we listen because 

we care.

HCO#414000723

(925) 317-3080• (925) 402-4411 
www.careindeed.com
info@careindeed.com 

Serving the Greater Bay Area

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call Michael Heller 925-998-2150

FINALLY, THE REBELS
HAVE A CAUSE.
M240i Available in a coupe and a convertible.

Visit our booth at the Art & Wine

Complete Sewer Special ist
38 Years of Experience 

Video Inspections & Locating
Sewers Unclogged

Locally Owned & Operated
Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

No Landscape Damage

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

925.932.4023
www.GoTrenchless.com
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ART

The American Soldier, A Photo-
graphic Tribute, an exhibition of 
116 photographs, from the Civil War 
to the War in Iraq, is on display at 
the Saint Mary’s College Museum 
of Art. This dramatic exhibition 
covers war since the birth of pho-
tography when the camera became a 
notebook to history, starting with the 
Civil War. It will run through Dec. 
18. 

Also at Saint Mary’s College Mu-
seum of Art is Social Justice, It 
Happens to One It Happens To All. 
It showcases 43 artists on the themes 
of social justice that examines time-
ly subject matter being debated 
during this election year. These art-
works can say what words cannot 
and are the catalyst to empower so-
cial change. Through Dec. 11.

The Moraga Art Gallery an-
nounces Creative Contrasts, a new 
exhibit featuring George Ehrenhaft’s 
serene watercolor paintings inspired 
by California’s incomparable out-
door world, and featured guest art-
ists’ David and Reed Bowman’s 
brass and copper objects. The exhib-
it runs through Oct. 22 and includes 
works by the gallery’s 16 member 
artists and several guest artists. The 
Moraga Art Gallery is located at The 
Park in Rheem Valley, 522 Center 
St. Moraga. (925) 376-5407.

The City of Lafayette Public Art 
Committee invites the public to 
attend a welcome reception for its 
newest art exhibit Art of Lundy 
Siegriest, featuring oil paintings 
from the late Lundy Siegriest. The 
reception will be held at the Lafay-
ette Library and Learning Center, 
Library Gallery, from 6 to 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Sept. 26. The exhibit runs 
through Nov. 20.

The Bedford Gallery brings to-
gether the best of the Bay Area 
crafters and artisans for the ninth 
annual Bg Craft Fest Nov. 5 and 6 
at 1601 Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. 
This curated festival is a celebra-
tion of handmade gifts, featuring an 
array of unique items from jewelry 
to home goods. Held inside the gal-
lery, visitors can shop the Craft Fest 
and see the current exhibitions, Re-
Tooled: Highlights from the Hech-
inger Collection and Blade Runner: 
ReTooling the Saw as Art. This year 
includes a new feature – hands-on 
workshops in block printing on fab-
ric, hand lettering, and making sea-
sonal wreaths and festive felt gar-
lands. www.bedfordgallery.org

Moraga Art Gallery’s new exhibit 
Beauty Near and Far features oil 
landscapes by Walnut Creek art-
ist Kerima Swain, whose vibrant 
colors and sun-dappled landscapes 
transport viewers to sites around the 
world, from Saint Mary’s College 
and the Golden Gate to the Greek 
isle of Hydra and beyond. Also 
featured is a boldly-hued collec-
tion of pit and saggar-fired ceramics 
by guest artist Lesley Jensen. The 
show, which includes a wide variety 
of work by the gallery’s 15 member 
artists and several guest artists, runs 
from Oct. 26 to Jan.7. The public is 
invited to a free opening reception 5 
to 7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 29. The gal-
lery is located in the Rheem Shop-
ping Center, at 522 Center Street, 
Moraga. For more information, visit 
www.moragaartgallery.com or call 
(925) 376-5407.

MUSIC

Crowden Music Center presents 
Community Music Day from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 23 at 
Crowden Music Center, 1475 Rose 
Street, Berkeley. Crowden’s Com-
munity Music Day is a FREE mu-
sical carnival, with Instrument Pet-
ting Zoos, San Francisco Chamber 
Orchestra, face painting, prizes and 
more! Cost: Free. For more info see 
www.crowden.org/concerts-and-
events/community-music-day, call 
(510) 559-6910 or email concerts@
crowden.org.

Temple Isaiah is pleased to pres-
ent a free concert featuring the 
Makhelat Hashachar choir from Ja-
pan at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 27 in 

the Temple Isaiah Sanctuary, spon-
sored by Cantor Korn’s Music Fund. 
Founded in 1946, the Makhelat Ha-
shachar choir will perform a stirring 
concert that will include Japanese 
traditional music, Jewish liturgical 
pieces and Israeli folk songs. This 
event is free and open to the public. 
Temple Isaiah is located at 945 Risa 
Rd, Lafayette. (925) 283-8575.

Gold Coast Chamber Players 
present a concert at 7 p.m. on Oct. 
29 at the Lafayette Library Com-
munity Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
Tickets: gcplayers.org (925) 283-
3728. veronaquartet.com

The fourth annual Teen Battle of 
the Bands will take place from 5 
to 7 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 5 at the 
Community Hall of the Lafayette 
Library & Learning Center at 3491 
Mt. Diablo Blvd. The five chosen 
bands will have 10-15 minutes to 
perform their set. The deadline to 
submit audition videos is Sunday, 
Oct. 23. Register at tinyurl.com/laft-
botb2016.

THEATER

DVC Drama opens its 2016-17 
season with the smash musical hit 
“Hairspray.” The show runs Oct. 
21-Nov. 6. Shows are at 8 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday; and 2:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. For tickets, call (925) 969-
2358 or go to the website at www.
dvcdrama.net. DVC Drama is lo-
cated at 321 Golf Club Rd, Pleasant 
Hill, with free parking for all perfor-
mances.

Role Players Ensemble presents 
Woody Allen’s cold war era com-
edy “Don’t Drink the Water,” Oct. 
28 through Nov. 12 at the Village 
Theatre, 233 Front St., Danville. 
Tickets: $20-28, available online at 
www.RolePlayersEnsemble.com; at 
Danville Community Center, 420 
Front St, Danville; or by calling 
(925) 314-3400.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

KPFA Radio 94.1 FM presents 
“Chris Hedges: Unspeakable: 
On the Most Forbidden Topics in 
America” from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Oct. 19, at First 
Congregational Church of Berke-
ley, 2345 Channing Way, Berkeley. 
Chris Hedges discusses his new 
book, “Unspeakable: On the Most 
Forbidden Topics in America,” an-
swers questions and signs books. 
Cost: $15 advance, $18 door. For 
more info visit www.brownpaper-
tickets.com/event/2592355 or call 
(510) 967-4495. 

Don’t miss Stories of Human Mi-
gration Today — A Forum at Orin-
da Community Church Fellowship 
Hall with a panel of migration ex-
perts from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on Oct. 23. This forum will be fol-
lowed by Q&A and lunch will pro-
vided. Open to the public. 10 Irwin 
Way, Orinda, (925) 254-4906.

Come to “A Mysterious Author 
Affair.” Project Second Chance 
invites the public to join them for a 
fundraising event with mystery au-
thors Cara Black, David Corbett and 
Sophie Littlefield from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Oct. 26 at the Walnut Creek Li-
brary Oak Room at 1644 N. Broad-
way, Walnut Creek. The evening 
will feature a lively discussion with 
the authors including Q&A; book 
sales and signings, a delicious array 
of desserts, and a raffle. Tickets are 
$20 each, and are advance purchase 
only. Go to www.pscfundraising.org 
or to pay via cash or check, or for 
more information, call PSC at (925) 
927-3250 or email psc@ccclib.org.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Check out the Year of STEAM 
technology event. Experience tech-
nology firsthand with programmable 
robots, virtual reality, flying drones, 
video game programming and more! 
With presenters from the tech field, 
drone experts, tech toys, crafts and 
prizes. Join the Rad-Tech Explora-
tion Station at the Orinda Library 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Oct. 22. 
This event is free. No reservation or 
tickets required. The library is lo-
cated at 26 Orinda Way.

M. Sarah Klise, illustrator of 
the popular books, “Regarding 
the Fountain,” “43 Old Cemetery 
Road,” and “The Meanest Mother 
in the World,” will be at the Orinda 
Library Auditorium at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 24. She will be draw-
ing and discussing her latest book, 
“Secrets of the Circus.” This pro-
gram is free and open to the public. 
The library is located at 26 Orinda 
Way.

The Halloween Harvest Festival 
takes place Sunday, Oct. 30 at the 
Moraga Certified Farmers’ Market. 
Festivities include a kid’s costume 
contest and parade at 11 a.m. Prizes 
will be given for the best and most 
creative costumes. Family fun also 
includes a “Guess the Weight of the 
GIANT Pumpkin with a $50 prize, 
face-painting, and mini-pumpkin 
decorating!

Celebrate Discover & Go Month 
in October. Visit a participating 
Contra Costa County Library branch 
in October and take part in this 
year’s Discover & Go Month, which 
celebrates the library’s ongoing 
partnership with Bay Area museums 
and cultural venues. Enter drawings 
for some great prizes, and help give 
back to the community at the same 
time. Details are available at www.
ccclib.org.

Halloween Fun from 7 to 9 p.m. on 
Oct. 31 at 12 Lynwood Place, Mor-
aga. “Neverland” Show and treats!

Lamorinda Moms’ 19th Annual 
Preschool Fair from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
on Nov. 10 at Oakwood Athletic 
Club, Lafayette. Gather preschool 
information from over 40 local pre-
schools at one time, in one place. 
For more information go to www.
lamorindamoms.org/activities/pre-
school_fair

OTHER

Alcohol and Other Drugs Pre-
vention Team (ADAPT) Lamor-
inda - HOW will the legalization of 
Recreational Marijuana affect your 
community? Be informed from 7 to 
8 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 20 at Orin-
da City Hall Sarge Littlefield Com-
munity Room. 

Cities Partnering with Business 
to Meet SB32 & Community-wide 
Climate Action Plan Goals from 8 
a.m. to noon on Thursday, Oct. 20 at 
the Lafayette Library with Genera-
tion Green / Contra Costa Climate 
Leaders. Attendees will hear about 
how Lafayette launched a city-wide 
green business program. RSVP or 
for more details: info@cccclimate-
leaders.org or (925) 631-0597.

Daughters of the Goddess 
Womyn’s Temple presents Wom-
en’s Spiral Dance - A Multi-Cultural 
Celebration of Our Beloved Ances-
tors and Crones from 6:30 to 10:30 
p.m. on Oct. 21 at the Orinda Ma-
sonic Temple, 9 Altarinda Road, 
Orinda. During this multicultural 
ritual, led by Kahuna Leilani, and 
accompanied by spiritual elders of 
different traditions, attendees come 
together to honor and celebrate 
loved ones who have passed on. 
Please bring your drums and rattles, 
as well as pictures of your loved 
ones that have passed, to be placed 
on the Ancestor Altar. Tickets: $23 
in advance, $29 at the door. For 
more information email Leilani@
DaughtersoftheGoddess.com.

Volunteers are needed to prune 
the Fire Blight —damaged branch-
es from the 102-year-old pear or-
chard adjacent to Joaquin Moraga 
School in Moraga. The Fire Blight 
infection threatens to kill this his-
toric orchard, which is a source of 
great local pride and the last remain-
ing public orchard of the original 
Del Monte orchard. Volunteers will 
be pruning from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., on 
Oct. 22 at 1000 Camino Pablo, Mor-
aga. Bring pole pruners, loppers and 
hand pruners, water, gloves, hat and 
sunscreen. Wear STURDY shoes. 
If you have them, tarps and orchard 
ladders are very helpful. Rain can-
cels. Reply to barbarampreston@
comcast.net

... continued on next page

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lafayette United Methodist Church 
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org

Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others, 
and Serve the World

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

THIS IS THE AD WHICH SHOULD BEGIN RUNNING SEPTEMBER 7 Sundays, 9 & 10:30am
10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Your local florist for many years dedicated 
to providing you the best service

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette     www.floralartsflorist.com
“THE KNOT”

(925) 284-5765
Flowers for all occasions
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OTHER ... continued

Vote the kitty ticket! See the best 
candidates for your love at Com-
munity Concern for Cats adoption 
event this Saturday and Sunday, 
Oct. 22-23, at Pet Food Express 
in Lafayette and Pleasant Hill, and 
Petco in Walnut Creek. Hours are 
1-4 pm. For more information, see 
www.communityconcernforcats.org.

Friends Corner Book Shop is 
having a half-price sale from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
29. Shop sponsored by Friends of 
the Lafayette Library and Learning 
Center and all proceeds benefit the 
Library. Only cash or checks are ac-
cepted.

John Muir presents Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month informa-
tion and screenings from 5 to 7 
p.m. every Thursday in October at 
John Muir Health Medical Imaging 
Breast Health Services, Suite 120, 
133 La Casa Via, Walnut Creek. 
RSVP by calling (925) 952-2701.

Lafayette Reservoir Run begins 
8 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 30 in down-
town Lafayette. Registration opens 
at 6:30 a.m. There will be staggered 
start times for a 2 mile run/walk at 
8 a.m., 5k certified run at 8:30 a.m. 
and a 10k certified run at 8:45 a.m. 
The courses run through the heart 
of the downtown, around the res-
ervoir and back. Sprinters, walkers, 
strollers and dogs are all welcome. 
For registration information go to 
www.lafayettechamber.org.

Orinda Community Foundation 
is now accepting grant applica-
tions until Oct. 31. Send in applica-
tion form found on website www.
orindafoundation.org. All dollars 
raised during the year are commit-
ted to benefiting the Orinda com-
munity though the OCF mission to 
“enhance the quality of life in Orin-
da by encouraging philanthropy, 
building partnerships and providing 
financial assistance to support com-
munity activities, beautification and 
the arts.”

Burton Valley Elementary PTA is 
hosting their annual Blood & Bone 
Marrow Drive from 8:15 a.m. to 
1:15 p.m., Friday Nov. 4 561 Mer-
riewood Dr, Lafayette. To schedule 
your appointment or for more infor-
mation visit redcrossblood.org

Lafayette Juniors 23rd Annual 
Rummage Sale from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 5. Special 
Early Bird Entrance fee $5 per adult 
from 7 a.m.–8 a.m. Lafayette-Orin-
da Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox 
Dr., Lafayette. Pre-loved designer 
clothes, baby and kid clothes, toys, 
children’s gear, furniture, house-
hold goods, and much more. Visit 
www.lafayettejuniors.org.

Puzzled By Ballot Propositions? 
The League of Women Voters 
will present “The Pros and Cons of 
California Ballot Propositions” 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 26 at Orinda 
Community Church, 10 Irwin Way, 
in Orinda. The language on several 
propositions is ambiguous, mak-
ing it difficult to determine what a 
“yes” or “no” vote means. Come 
to understand the implications of 
your vote on important changes in 
California laws regarding: the death 
penalty, background checks on 
guns and ammunition, legalization 
of recreational use of marijuana, 
limits on drug costs, and taxes to 
fund education and health care. You 
may also check www.VotersEdge.
org/CA and www.votesmart.org.

The American Association of Uni-
versity Women have Catharine B. 
Baker as their keynote speaker at 
9:30 a.m. on Nov. 15 in the Orinda 
Community Church Hall, 10 Irwin 
Way, Orinda. Assemblywoman 
Baker will discuss how the AAUW 
Fund impacts the lives of women 
and girls throughout the world 
through education, research, advo-
cacy and philanthropy. You’ll also 
be able to enjoy Marketplace, your 
once-a-year chance to see hand-
crafted creations by local members 
and get an early start on holiday 
shopping. oml-ca.aauw.net.

SENIORS

Eldercare services Speaker Se-
ries presents “Legal Tools for 
Families,” with Kathy Schofield, 
elder law attorney, from 2 to 3:30 
p.m. on Oct. 21, 1808 Tice Valley 
Blvd., Walnut Creek. Discussion 
Includes: What Legal Tools do you 
need? How to approach/communi-
cate with family members regard-
ing legal planning? What is Medi-
Cal? Why do I need to think about 
it? and Conservatorships – when 
do you need them? 866-760-1808, 
www.eldercareAnswers.com.

Healthy Aging in Lamorinda 
Coffee Chat “What’s all the Talk 
about Pallaiative Care and does my 
Loved One Qualify?” presented by 
quest speaker Kathy Fitterer, NP, 
GNP-BC, AHPCN, Palliative care 
specialist/HEB 9:30 - 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 25 at Holy Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, Multi use room, 
433 Moraga Way in Orinda. Coffee 
and Pastries will be served. RSVP 
preferred, but not required, to Ana 
Blaj at (925) 899-7012; ablaj@age-
modern.com.
 
It’s Medicare Open Enrollment 
time. Do you have questions about 
your Medicare plan for 2017? This 
is the time to understand your cov-
erage. Contra Costa Health Insur-
ance Counseling and Advocacy 
Program (HICAP) will be at the 
Moraga library at 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Oct. 27 to talk about what’s 
new with Medicare for 2017 and 
how to optimize your coverage. 
Detailed handouts about Medicare 
health and drug plans for 2017 will 
be provided.

Building Your Own Safety Net 
- Do you want to “age in place”? 
Will you need long term care? 
What is aging in place and what 
is long-term care? Who pays for it 
and how much does it cost? Cali-
fornia Health Advocates, www.
cahealthadvocates.org, will discuss 
these topics as well as health-care 
costs in retirement from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 3 at the La-
fayette Library & Learning Center, 
3491 Mt. Diablo Bl. Contra Costa 
HICAP will also be there to provide 
information on their counseling ser-
vices.

Smart Driver 8-Hour Course - 
Offered through AARP. Refine 
your driving skills, develop safe, 
defensive techniques, and possibly 
lower your insurance premium. 
Max: 25 paid registrants. First 
come, first served, by date check 
is received. Send check, made pay-
able to AARP, to Lafayette Senior 
Services, 500 Saint Mary’s Rd., 
Lafayette, CA 94549. Important: 
Prior to sending check, please call 
284-5050 to determine space avail-
ability. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Nov. 8 
and 10 in the Elderberry Room, 
Lafayette Community Center. $15 
AARP members, $20 non-members 
of AARP

GARDEN

The Moraga Garden Club 
Monthly Meeting will be held at 
9:30 a.m., Thursday, Oct. 20, at the 
Holy Trinity Church, 1700 School 
Street, Moraga. Guest speaker will 
be Ruby Blume, Founder, Urban 
Homesteading. The topic of her 
presentation will be “Put a Bee in 
Your Bonnet.” Interested parties are 
welcome for the 9:30 a.m. social 
time and 10 a.m. meeting, with the 
presentation by Ruby Blume to fol-
low. 

The Montelindo Garden Club 
will present as its October speaker 
Andrea Wulf, a British award-win-
ning, New York Times bestselling 
author and historian focusing on 
the role of nature and gardens over 
time. Wulf’s talk, based on her 
book “The Founding Gardeners,” 
will provide a unique perspective 
on America’s creation: how the pas-
sion for plants and agriculture of 
our founding fathers helped shape 
the nation. The October meeting 

will begin at 9 a.m., with a speak-
er at 10:30 a.m., on Oct. 21 at St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 66 St. 
Stephens Drive, Orinda. No charge, 
everyone welcome, reservations 
required. montelindogarden@aol.
com.

Drought-Tolerant Landscapes – 
Presented by UC Master Garden-
er of Contra Costa County Dawn 
Kooyumjian, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
on Oct. 25 at the Moraga Public 
Library. Whether or not we are in 
a drought, California receives little 
to no rain in the summer, which is 
typical of Mediterranean climates. 
Come learn from Master Gardener 
Kooyumjian about our unique cli-
mate, and how plants in many parts 
of the world have adapted to their 
growing region’s with little to no 
summer rain. Bring your questions.

Service Clubs AnnouncementsFilm Clips
The ‘Accountant’ Doesn’t Use A 
Beautiful Mind
By Derek Zemrak

The opening scene of the movie “The Ac-
countant” has a young autistic boy strug-

gling to find the last piece of a puzzle, which is 
creating frustration and confusion in the child. 
Was this a foreshadowing the director, Gavin 
O’Conner (“Tumbleweeds”) was trying to cre-
ate? I think not but the film is missing a few 
pieces. 
	 The movie continues with a family torn 
apart by autism and the departure of the young 
boy’s mom from the family. The dad, who is 
serving in the army, must take control the best 
way he can.
	 Fast forward in time – the young boy, Chris-
tian Wolf (Ben Afleck) is now grown up and is 
a high-functioning autistic accountant who is 
laundering money for crime cartels. The Trea-
sury Department Director Raymond King (J.K. 
Simmons) makes learning the accountant’s 

identity his highest priority before his planned 
retirement. The discovery of a series of photo-
graphs leads Director King and his assistant, 
Marybeth (Cynthia Addai-Robison) in the right 
direction.
	 When Wolf is hired to administer a forensic 
accounting audit on a robotics company, every-
thing begins to unravel. When he discovers the 
fraud he is quickly terminated by the partner 
of the company, Lamar Black (John Lithgow), 
who then hires a hit man to kill Wolf and the 
researcher (Anna Kendrick), his assistant in 
the audit. The movie quickly changes from “A 
Beautiful Mind” to a Jason Bourne film. This 
piece of the puzzle just did not fit. 
	 I feel the filmmaker had the opportunity to 
educate society on the negative assumptions of 
autism and the spectrum of functionality. There 
is a line in the film that has stayed with me – 
“People have different gifts. What is normal?” 
This is the missing piece of the puzzle. I wanted 
more, not just an action thriller.
	 Overall, the film tries to be too much in the 
two hours and eight minutes. “The Accountant” 
is rated R for strong violence and language. If 
you are expecting “A Beautiful Mind,” you will 
be disappointed. If the Jason Bourne style is 
more to your liking, you will enjoy this thriller.
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Upcoming Special Events at the Rheem 
Theatre:
Saturday, Oct. 22 – Lord Blood-Rah’s 
Halloween Festival and Bazaar: A day long 
festival of Halloween theme movies and 
buckets of fun!

7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 29 – “Phantom of 
the Opera” (1925) with live musical score, 
lecture, games and prizes.

Please submit 
events to:

calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am 
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, 

Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. 
For more info, please email us at 

lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Alumni Reunion. 
Mayhem expected.

Dr. Brian Seeley, 
Electric Airplanes???

October 28October 21

TheTeardrop Trailer will remain out of view
Devoting full energy for spectacular debut!

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

October 20:  
Ken McKormick: Retired 
Asst. DA for Contra Costa 

County specializing in  
Prosecuting Fraud

October 27: 
Presentation of funds 

raised by Concert at the 
Res to Music and Theatre 

Recipients
www.rotarylafayette.org 

www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366

SOROPTIMIST OF 24/680

“Improving the lives of women and 
girls through programs leading to 

social and economic empowerment”

Please join us for our next meeting:

WHEN:  Wednesday 1/8/14 
     Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.  
   Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Buttercup Grill
   660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.  

January Speaker:  
Sister Caritas Foster – “Modern Day Slavery/Trafficking”

For more information, contact:
Regina Englehart @925-876-9076 
or go to: soroptimist24-680.org

Wednesday, November 2nd     
Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.     
Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Soroptimist 24-680 says “No More”
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Thoughtful Food
Winning Pear Recipe an Appetizing Delight 
By Susie Iventosch

Recipe contests are fun and cre-
ative endeavors, encouraging 

contestants to come up with novel 
uses of this or that ingredient. This 
year’s Moraga Pear Recipe Con-
test was no exception and provided 
some interesting and delicious reci-
pes. 
	 This year’s top choice was 
awarded to Kelly Clancy, an eight-
year veteran of the Town of Moraga 
planning department, for her Pear 
Puffs. These little treats won both 
the appetizer and the overall divi-
sion and Clancy was very pleased 
about the outcome.
	 “When I found out that I’d 
won, I was really excited, because 
I’m super competitive and really 
wanted to win!” Clancy declared. 
“My boss and I both entered the 
contest, but vowed not to submit 
for the same category.”
	 When Clancy was deciding 

what dish to submit, she originally 
thought about a pear and brie pie, 
but then realized she’s not much of 
a baker. 
	 “It’s too restrictive,” she said. 
“So, instead I decided to do these 
pear puffs.”
	 Known as the “go-to” appe-
tizer person among her friends, 
Clancy often makes puff pastry 
hors d’oeuvres either with sautéed 
mushrooms or with brie and dried 
cranberries. For this contest, she 
thought that pears would go well 
with Cambozola cheese. And, the 
judges must have agreed! 
	 Clancy loves to cook and makes 
dinner for her family and friends 
every Sunday night at her parents’ 
house. They have a nice big kitch-
en with all the necessary tools and 
equipment. While she is there, she 
often prepares meals for her friends 
to pick up for the remainder of the 

week. 
	 She is just the kind of relative 
or friend we all would love to have 
in our lives. I thought maybe she 
could adopt me for a few years.
	 Clancy is already thinking 
about next year, and also looking 
for other recipe contests to enter, 
perhaps the Alameda County Fair. 
In the meantime, she’s planning a 
trip to Crate & Barrel to spend her 
winning gift certificate.
	 “I’ve been looking online, and 
think I’d like to get a cute baking 
dish,” she mused.
	 Other winners include Olivia 
House, Youth Division, for her 
Pear Cream Chocolates; Elaine 
Cable for her Savory Pear Pasties 
with Sausage and Leeks; and Lind-
say Carr, for her Gluten-Free Pear 
Almond Cake. All of these recipes 
can be found on our website at 
www.Lamorindaweekly.com.

Kelly Clancy	 Pear Puffs 	 Photos provided

Pear Puffs
Kelly Clancy, 2016 Adult Appetizer Winner
INGREDIENTS

1 package frozen puff pastry, thawed
½ lb. Cambozola Cheese (one wedge)
2 pears, diced 

DIRECTIONS
1.	 Preheat oven to 375 degrees
2.	 Use a rolling pin to roll out one sheet of the pastry dough, just a little thinner
3.	 Use a knife to cut dough into squares or a biscuit cutter to make rounds 
		  (I’ve also used a pint glass)
4. 	 Spray mini muffin tin with cooking spray, press each square or circle into muffin cups
5.	 Cube the Cambazola into pieces that will fit inside the pastry cups
6. 	 Top cheese with diced pears
7.	 Sprinkle pears with a little Himalayan pink sea salt
8.	 Bake 15-20 minutes until golden brown
9. 	 Let cool before removing from tray
10. 	 Enjoy!

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Are You Ready For

El Niño?
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Susie can be reached 
at suziventosch@
gmail.com.
This recipe can 
be found on our 
website: www.
lamorindaweekly.
com. If you would like 
to share your favorite 
recipe with Susie 
please contact her by 
email or call our office 
at (925) 377-0977.



    Wednesday, October 19, 2016              www.lamorindaweekly.com           925-377-0977             LAMORINDA WEEKLY            Page:    C1

Lamorinda Lacrosse Club
Registration for the Spring 2017 season will open on Sept. 15 
to returning players.  New player registration will open Oct. 1.
Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com for more
information and details  regarding spring registration and fall ball clinics.
Contact Jin Peavey at lamorindalaxops@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Lamorinda Rugby Football Club
On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2016 rugby season!
Season runs December through March for youth, and through
April for High School. Teams for girls and guys ages 6-19 .
No prior rugby experience necessary. Practices are located at
the Wilder Fields in Orinda.

Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorugby.com.
For questions, contact Doug Pearson at dpearson@lee-associates.com.

STOP CLEANING
Get Gutter Guards!

• Fits all sizes of gutters

• 10 year No-Clog Warrenty

• High quality aircraft alloy

• We will clean and repair your gutters 

before installation of your new guards

Licensed & Insured #939838

Fall Special - 20% OFF
The Gutter Guard Company

925-247-7044
www.bayareagutterguards.com 

Does your plumbing give you a
FRiGHT?

ZOT! Zap Out Trouble--before trouble zaps you.p y
(It can be scary          down under your house!) 

Good Preventive Plumbing measures will 
protect you and your family from true life 
horror stories; Broken pipes, holes in venting, 
electrolysis, sneaky leaks, and more eeeek! 

 

Your one-call plumber!

LeapFrog 
Plumbing
Gas Water & Sewer

Head Frog Mo Williams

50% OFF CRAWL UNDER y          d der y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyouo r house!!))))))))

50% OFF
 Inspection

crawl space plumbing
Inspection* $189 Value

*visible and accessible plumbing; Homeowners
only; most houses Thru 11/15/2016

Family-owned & serving 
Lamorinda since 1993

y

green solutions!

Ins
*visib

F

g

We Hop To It!

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

CA Lic 
929641

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

How can we serve you? 
Let us count the ways.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.  
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,  
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:  

• Pediatric Vision Care • Eye Examinations 
• LASIK Surgery • Geriatric Vision Care  • Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear Center • Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

510.642.2020 

Rivalry Matches Set to Determine  
DAL Girls Tennis Title Race
By Karl Buscheck

With a 6-1 record in league 
play, the Miramonte girl’s 

tennis team is tied atop the league 

days of DAL play await.
 For the Mats to secure the 
top spot, they’ll have to get past 
Northgate at home on Oct. 20 and 
Acalanes, who they host on Oct. 25 

-
son. 
 “In the DAL, it’s literally going 
to come down to who beats who at 
what total,” head coach Michael 
McCollom said of the close race.
 
strong position thanks to a broad 
array of contributors. McCollom 
highlighted the play of junior Alli-
son Burkhalter – the team’s No. 2 
singles player – and a whole collec-
tion of doubles standouts.
 The No. 1 doubles team con-
sists of senior Lucy Stenovec and 
sophomore Michelle Tang, juniors 
Annie Heckler and Kiki Immel 
make up the second pairing, and se-
niors Taylor Geary and Tana Tasker 
are third on the ladder.
 “I’m really proud of my girls,” 
said McCollom. “And I’m really 
looking forward to the challenge of 
trying to beat these other rock stars 
(who play for our rivals).”
 More than a few of those rock 
stars are on Acalanes’ roster. Like 
the Mats, Dons (6-1 in league) have 
been relying on a slew of players. 
 “It was just amazing how brave 
and gutsy they are,” said head coach 
Stephanee Lawrence. “And I’m re-
ally proud of all of my girls.

 L
when asked to name her top players. 
Freshman Skylar Jeveli, sophomore 
Sydney Bell, junior Sasha Schtein 
and senior Maddie Bakar have all 
stepped up as singles players. As for 
doubles teams, juniors Maddie Mc-
Donagh and Meagan Cardiff have 
excelled as a pairing, along with se-
niors Quinn Harrington and Lauren 
Ladrech. 
 That group leads the Dons 
against Campolindo at home in 
the second-to-last league match on 
Oct. 20. Then Acalanes will turn 

match on Oct. 25. The last time the 
team met was on Oct. 6, when Mi-
ramonte won 5-4. 
 Lawrence recalled the scene 
following the narrow defeat. 
 “All the girls came up to me, 
which is a big contrast – they’ve 
grown so much over the last year– 
and said, ‘Coach, we’re going to get 
them next time,’” Lawrence said.
 “That’s the kind of girls they 
are.”
 
season, Campolindo will also be 
looking to avenge a couple of close 
losses to its neighbors. 
 “It’s very much a very even 
(league so far),” said head coach 

matches, four of them were deter-
mined by a 5-4 score, which is as 
close as you can get.”
 The Cougars won two of those 
5-4 matches. The two losses came 
against Miramonte and Acalanes. 
 “Essentially all those matches 

come down to a few points here and 
there to determine what happens,” 
Robinson added.
 Robinson described senior Viv-
ian McGowan as his leading singles 
player, while crediting senior Sierra 
Ramer and junior Hannah McDon-
nell for forming the top doubles 
team for the Cougars. But the coach 
also pointed out how important the 
squad’s depth has been to the Cou-
gars’ success in league. 
 “We’re fairly level throughout 
the lineup,” Robinson said. “There’s 
not like a superstar and then there’s 
some big huge drop-off.” 
 With matches at Acalanes on 
Oct. 20 and at College Park on Oct. 
25 to close out the season, Robin-
son looked to the fall of 2015 to 
draw inspiration for his team. 
 “Last year, we played our best 
tennis at the end of the year and into 
the North Coast section,” Robin-
son said. “And we’re hopeful that 
we can do the same this year. It did 
work out nicely to be playing our 
rivals at the end of the season.”

Cal Magic Fall Soccer Skills Clinics
Dec 3-4 & Dec 17-18
Come to our clinics where we educate and inspire 
young athletes to play the game we love.

 Details and register online at
 www.CalMagicSC.com

From left, Quinn Harrington and Lauren Ladrech Photo Gint Federas
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 

WALNUT CREEK 

reach 60,000+ with your ad

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Guitar Lessons

Lamorinda Guitar Lessons
Folk, Rock, Blues & Jazz

Serving Lamorinda since 1980
925-933-3111

www.lamorindaguitarlessons.com
jackeskridgeguitar@gmail.com

Insurance

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height  
Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Ramon's Home 
Improvement Services.
Repairs. No job to small.
(925)348-3375. Lic. #973746

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Multi-Family Garage Sale!

Sat., Oct. 22 from 8:00am - 4:00pm
1332 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette
Children's toys, holiday decor & MORE!

C2

Girls Water Polo Teams in Top 
Form as NCS Action Awaits
By Karl Buscheck

There’s a simple expression that explains 
the success of the Campolindo girls wa-

ter polo squad. 
	 “This team has done an all-around great 
job of (being) ‘team first, self-last,’” said 
head coach Kim Everist, whose Cougars own 
a 13-3 record overall (2-0 in league). “I have 
been very proud of all of the players on this 
team.”
	 Campolindo, which hosts the Mats on 
Oct. 19 at the Soda Center in Moraga, counts 
on a host of players both in and out of the 
pool. 
	 “As with any team we have our stand-
outs,” Everist said. “(Senior) Olivia Price has 
had a tremendous year, along with (senior) 
Kari Jensen and (junior) Katie Klein. (Senior) 
Becca Buck is the backbone of our defense.”
	 Everist pointed to senior Carlie Crum-
baugh and sophomore Christina Crum as 
players who have stepped into bigger roles 
for the Cougars, while describing junior Erin 
Neustrom as the team’s “vocal leader” and 
applauding sophomore Jessica Henningsen 
and junior Karina Nugent for their leadership 
skills.
	 As Campolindo battles for the top posi-
tion in the DAL standings and prepares for 
NCS play, which begins on Nov. 3, the Mats 
stand out as one of their fiercest competitors. 
	 “I would say we’re right on track to 
where we want to be,” said head coach Noel 
Murphy, who went out of his way to praise 
the program’s JV team, which won the Crush-
er Classic in Napa. “We’re improving every 
game and everyone’s getting involved.”
	 Senior captains Charlotte Curran and Ky-
lie Morrision have been instrumental for the 
Mats, as they roll through the schedule with a 
13-3 record (2-0 in league). 
	 “It’s a team sport. We win as a team and 
we lose as a team,” Murphy said. “And those 
two captains are providing very good lead-
ership and the end result is a very cohesive, 
well-producing machine.”

	 Co-coach John Felix has also been indis-
pensable for the Mats.
	 “He’s been doing a stupendous job get-
ting these girls ready for the arduous season,” 
Murphy said.
	 That season ends – at least the league por-
tion – with the showdown at Campo on Oct. 
19 and then the home game against Acalanes 
on Oct. 26. 
	 “Anything can happen in rivalry games,” 
Murphy warned. “I mean, really. You might 
have a superior team and all of a sudden that 
rivalry comes into play and it changes the dy-
namics of everything.
	 “It’s like the Dodger-Giants rivalry – ev-
erything’s out the door,” he added. 
	 With that matchup looming, Acalanes 
head coach Misha Buchel has been impressed 
by the growth of his youthful team over the 
course of the season.
	 “We were super young but I think we’ve 
made a lot of progress,” Buchel said of his 
Dons team, which has a 10-7 record (0-2 in 
league). 
	 For Acalanes, the greatest strength has 
been the team’s spine. Junior goalie Ella Mai-
sano has been a steadying force, making a 
habit of bailing out the defense and making 
big defensive stops. Maisano has received 
plenty of support from junior center defender 
Bella Wentzel, whose strong play takes pres-
sure off the rest of the back line. 
	 On the offensive end, sophomore Lexi 
Rowell has been the star, consistently draw-
ing double teams from the opposition and 
opening up space for the rest of the attack. 
	 With that trio setting the tone, the Dons 
are moving in the right direction as the league 
season 
	 “We’re competitive, we’re in the game,” 
Buchel said. “We’re (still improving) on the 
offensive end, but defensively, we’re pretty 
tough.”
	

Kari Jensen	 Ella Maisano	 Photos Gint Federas

Postseason Right Around the Corner 
for Boys’ Water Polo Teams 
By Karl Buscheck 

Playing one of the most challenging 
schedules not just in Northern California 

but in the entire state, the Miramonte water 
polo team isn’t overly concerned with its 
win-loss record. 
	 Instead, it’s all about making sure the 
team is playing at the highest possible level 
with the NCS postseason opening up on 
Nov. 3. 
	 “For lack of a better way to say it, there’s 
just a good vibe with the team,” said head 
coach James Lathrop.
	 The Mats (11-6 overall, 2-0 in league) 
close out the DAL calendar with clashes 
against Campolindo on Oct. 19 at the Soda 
Center and against Acalanes at home on 
Oct. 26. In between, Miramonte will take 
part in the Memorial Cup Tournament – the 
final prestigious showcase on their crowded 
schedule. 
	 Miramonte has navigated the difficult 
slate of games by building a roster where a 
new star is born on any given day. 
	 “The other teams are going to scout us, 
obviously, and know where certain guys are 
and concentrate on taking away certain play-
ers at certain times. So, we really do rely on 
everybody to step up,” Lathrop explained. 
“And if they’re taking somebody away, that 
means somebody else should be open and 
should be in a good spot to score.”
	 The principle was in full effect on Oct. 
12 when seven different Mats scored in 15-
11 win over Las Lomas. 
	 “It’s definitely a fun time and a really 
busy time and we’re playing a lot of games,” 
Lathrop said. “We’re hoping will really 
spring us into a good spot in North Coast 
and we’ll be playing our best water polo in 
the next weeks.”
	 Campolindo, who hosts the Mats in the 
second-to-last game of the league season, 
has endured an up-and-down fall. 
	 “This year, like every year, has been a 
roller coaster,” head coach Miles Price said. 

“We got off to a rough start as far as a win-
ning percentage goes but the three games 
that we lost were all within one or two goals. 
Since then we’ve been on a good streak but 
some of the games have been really tight.
	 Price called junior goalie Ben Miller the 
“backbone” of the team, which has a 15-4 
record overall (2-0 in league), but he’s far 
from the only Cougar who has excelled. 
	 “(Senior) Peter Brasinga, Wayne and 
Tommy Hawkins and (junior) Michael 
Wheeler have been key upper classmen,” 
Price said. “(Freshman) Soren Jensen, (soph-
omores) Beck Jurasius, Giorgio Allesandrio, 
Garrett Dunn and Marcus Longton have 
stepped up as younger guys.”
	 “I could really list all of the guys on our 
team and expect as much as the year pro-
gresses,” he added. “Our depth is what will 
make or break us.”
	 With so many young players on the ros-
ter and a series of crucial games looming 
– including the meeting with the neighbor-
ing Mats – Price knows that the key for the 
squad will be to stay relaxed and composed. 
	 “I think we can be really successful in 
league this year and beyond,” Price said. 
“But if our guys let emotions take them out 
of playing their game, it could get away 
from us real quick. That’s the beauty of it.”
	 Acalanes closes out the DAL season by 
hosting Northgate on Oct. 19, visiting the 
Mats on Oct. 26 and traveling to Carmichael 
on Oct. 29 to face off against Jesuit. The 
Dons have posted a 12-8 record overall (1-1 
in league) as they angle for a NCS postsea-
son spot. 
	 Aside from the success in the pool, the 
team has also impressed in the classroom. 
Senior captains Casey Conrad and Brad 
Robinson have both been named Outstand-
ing Academic All-Americans (4.0 GPA and 
above), while senior Kai Mills and junior 
Bennett Winther earned Academic All-
American honors (3.6 GPA and above). 

Bennet Winther Peter Brassinga  	 Photos Gint Federas
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Orinda Tennis Talent Claims 
Prestigious NorCal Sectional Title 
Submitted by Drew Diefenbach

From left, Monica Stratakos, Saratoga and Amber Lee, all of Orinda	 Photo provided

Amber Lee, an eighth-grader from the 
Orinda Intermediate School, went un-

defeated to win the Girls’ singles title in the 
U16 division at the 2016 Northern California 
Fall Sectional Championship held at Broad-
stone Racquet Club in Folsom on Oct. 2.
	 Turning 14 on Oct. 7 this month and un-
seeded for the tournament, Lee won six con-
secutive matches in a draw of 64 advance-
level players and defeated five seeded players 
en route to her championship run. After her 
first round victory, Lee defeated the highly 
regarded fourth-seeded Klara Kosan of Car-
michael 6-3, 6-4 in the second round. Lee 
then defeated two more seeded opponents in 
the round of 16 and quarter final in straight 
sets. In the semi-final on Saturday afternoon, 
Lee upset first seeded Katherine Duong of 
Cupertino by a score of 6-2, 6-4. Then on 
Sunday morning with a chair umpire and a 
sizable crowd, Lee handled the moment pro-
fessionally and capped off her great run by 
defeating fifth seeded Monica Stratakos of 
Saratoga in straight sets 6-2, 6-3. Lee did not 
drop one set during the entire tournament. 

	 “I was extremely nervous before the fi-
nal, but once I started playing a few games, 
I settled into a good rhythm and was able to 
stay composed and play solid tennis for the 
rest of the match,” said Lee. “My perfor-
mance in the last few weeks has been very 
good. Earlier in the year, I had been strug-
gling with my tennis game, but with the hard 
work I put in over the summer, things are 
starting to come together and my confidence 
at the moment is very high. Hopefully, I can 
keep up my good form and finish the rest of 
the tennis season on a high note.”
	 Coached by Andrew Lee (former junior 
Davis Cup team coach from Hong Kong) and 
Alex Poorta (current WTA coach and former 
nationally ranked collegiate standout from 
Saint Mary’s College), Lee headed south 
to Orange County for the National Level 2 
tournament (U14 division) at Costa Mesa on 
Columbus Day weekend. 
	 As an outstanding athlete and student, 
Amber looks to attend Miramonte High 
School next year.

Moraga Students Win Rocky-
Ridge Half-Marathon
Submitted by Marni Ellery

Justine Ellery (13) and Doug-
las Ellery (11) took each took 

first place in their respective age 
groups in the Rocky Ridge Half-
Marathon 10K and 5K on Oct. 1. 
	 The race took place at the Las 
Trampas Wilderness, part of the 
East Bay Regional Parks in San 
Ramon and included parts of the 
Rocky Ridge View Trail, Bol-
linger Canyon Loop Trail and 
Elderberry Trail. 
	 The course is considered the 
toughest trail course in the entire 
Brazen Racing series. Douglas 
competed in the half-marathon, 
and Justine ran the 10K. 

From left, Douglas and Justine Ellery	 Photo Michael Ellery

MAAC Charity Golf  Tournament 
a Winner
Submitted by Sharron Sue

The 16th annual MAAC Charity Golf Tournament winners are, from left,  George Yano, Ron 
Tanaka, Craig Oki, Steve Kobayashi

The 16th annual Moraga Asian American 
Club Charity Golf Tournament was held 

Sept. 25 at Chuck Corica Golf Complex. 
Tournament Chair Ron Tanaka declared, 
“We gratefully thank our golfers and gener-
ous major supporters.” 
	 Moraga Asian American Club (MAAC) 

began in 1998 in recognition that Lamorinda 
is a culturally diverse community. MAAC 
formed to provide a forum for common is-
sues as well as to promote civic involvement, 
inclusion and respect for differences. MAAC 
celebrates Lamorinda’s diversity.

AMY—Plays for a professional
ladies team in Scotland. She has
been coaching Youth Players from
age 5 16 for five years.

DANNY—Has coached Youth
Professionals and set up a
community soccer program in
Scotland. He has coached in
California for 5 years.

SAMANTHA—Plays for a professional ladies
team in Scotland. She has been coaching Youth
Players from ages 5 16 for five years.

   

 

How does Learning and Fun come together so easily in LMYA?  

By partnering with TransAtlantic Soccer!

MARK T—An elementary school
teacher from Ireland, he has coached
community youth soccer programs
for the past 5 years.

AARON—Has a sports coaching
degree and coaches full time with
professional youth players in
Scotland.

MARK R—Is
currently
completing his
degree in sports
coaching in
Scotland. He has
been coaching
youth, ages 5 16,
for 4 years.

CHLOE—Has a Bachelor’s Degree in
sport coaching. She coaches young
soccer players while playing
professionally, herself.

JOHNNY—
Has a sports
coaching
degree and
coaches full
time with
professional
youth players
in Scotland

“A BIG “THANKS” from your TransAtlantic Trainers!  LMYA’s hospitality was great, and we enjoyed sharing our knowledge 
with all the coaches and kids.  We will have fun memories of the SoccerFest, and the all the fun clinics, as we return to 
school and coaching”.  TransAtlantic’s Coaching director has been developing and delivering these great Trainers for the 
LMYA coach training programs for the past 20 years - in partnership with LMYA for the past 15 years.  Transatlantic Soccer 
recruits Coaches from Scotland and Ireland who hold licenses from Scottish and Irish Soccer Associations (Children 
Licenses - for recreational and competitive players) up to UEFA B level (coaching professional youth players).  Three of the 
female coaches, this year, play professionally in Scotland.  All the coaches are fantastic with young players and have 
worked closely with LMYA coaches to share ideas and content, which they can use throughout their season and beyond.
Their excellent interpersonal skills, coaching knowledge, and a genuine love of the game is shared with 
each coach and player.  Together LMYA and TransAtlantic are dedicated to ensuring all young players from 
Lafayette and Moraga get to play and learn soccer in a fun and exciting atmosphere!  See ya next summer! 
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Lic. # 177588

www.blodgetts.com

• Access Hours 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
• Complete Moving & Packing Supplies
• Major Credit Cards Accepted
• Please call for details

• State of the Art Video Surveillance 
• All Doors Alarmed 
• Individualized Elevator Access 
• Deliveries Accepted

First Months Rent FREE
Any Size Unit!

3330 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette  (925) 962-1940

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd.   Lafayette   (925) 283-3421

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

The Yarn Boutique

• Lots and lots of fabulous yarn
• Friendly, personal service
• Sensible prices

LaFiesta Square, 
www.yarnboutique.us   -   963-C Moraga Rd.   -    925-283-7377

Watch for Shop Orinda November 2nd  

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

  

Orthopedics � Sports Rehab � Geriatrics 
 

Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a  
 

Complimentary CConsultation   
 

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA 
925-284-6150  www.LafayettePT.com 

Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm

Gifts, Hand Craft Futon, Solid Hardwood
Frame, Tatami Platforms & Mats, Custom 
Comforter Covers, Shoji Screen & Laterns

925-299-0882

961-A Moraga Rd. Lafayette • sugi-store.com

Japanese style & comfort

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Piano Studio
Keys to success
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with 
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

925-283-7601 
Cell: 925-323-8969

Susan Cowell
Anna M. Webb

925-283-2252
3506H Mt. Diablo Blvd 

(Next to McCaulou's in the
courtyard behind Peet’s Coffee.)

Draperies
Carpet
Blinds & Shades
Bedspreads
Upholstery
Shutters
Wallpapers
Hours:
Mon-Fri 10:00-5:00
Sat. by Appoinyment

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  •  

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  •  

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  •• 
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  •

5 AM - 2:30 PM
Seven Days a Week

1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette

(510) 283-2397

Lafaye�e
(925) 283-3128

Residen�al
-  Custom Homes  -

- Remodels - 
-  Addi�ons  -

Owners: 
Ma� Kunz 
Jeff Wendt

CL# 930839
www.KandWbuilders.com

Residen�al & Commercial Pain�ng  
Exterior & Interior

Happy & Repeat Customers from San Francisco to Lamorinda

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPain�ng.com

Fully Insured 456414   

Divine CONSIGN
vintage treasures

jewelry
designer clothing

home décor 
garden

art

Great Selection of Holiday
Serving Pieces on Sale!
Now open Tuesday thru Saturday from 

11:00 to 5:00   Closed Sunday and Monday

DivineConsignShop.com

1014 B Oakhill Road (next to Millie’s)
(925) 298-5125

Consign something old, Buy something new-to-you!

Savor every bite of our 
perfectly cooked burgers 
and creative hoagie 
sandwiches, or pick from 
small plates that are easy 
to share. Prefer lighter 
meals? Our crisp salads fi ll 
you up in a healthy way.

Bistro Burger
965 Mountain View Drive.

(925) 403-1164    www.bistroburger.net

Best Neiman Ranch Burgers in Lafayette!

C'mon over for a hearty Indian meal anytime of day.

T'S
INDIAN RESTAURANT AND

BAR
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Restaurant           Bar               Pickup               Delivery               Catering        

Belly Dance Performance of Nathalie on Aug 29,2016 from 8:00 PM
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian	 ...read on page D12

Buying the Haunted House of Your Dreams
By Sora O’Doherty

It’s nearly Halloween, and some people are 
searching for an entertaining haunted house, 
but . . . would you want to buy one?  No, we 

don’t have one for sale, but we have been collect-

ing some stories about what can happen when you 
want to buy — or sell — a house where someone 
has died. 
	 Local Realtor Shiva Jafarzadeh has some ex-

perience in this area. If selling real estate is a sci-
ence, selling homes where someone has died is an 
art, one that includes science and law. In the state 
of California, there are mandatory disclosures that 
must be made by a house vendor to the potential 
purchaser. For example, if someone has died in a 
house within three years, it must be disclosed, and 
by “in a house” we mean literally in the house, not 
just while living there, and the somebody means 
anybody, whether owner, visitor, repair person, 
even trespassers. 
	 That’s the basic legal requirement, but the art 
of real estate means that seventh sense a good real 
estate agent possesses understands that a potential 
purchaser might not be okay with a home where 
a death occurred, even if it was outside the legally 
required disclosure period. And that art extends 
to a sensitivity about the kind of death: was it the 
natural death of a person who had lived a long, full 
life? The death of a child? Or, so much worse, did a 
violent death occur in the property?  
	 Let’s assume that you want to sell a house 
where a death occurred more than three years 
ago. So you don’t have to disclose, right? Legal-
ly, that might be true. But, trust us, you want to 
disclose. If you don’t, do you know who will?  
Your neighbors. Remember, if the potential buy-
er comes out and asks about a death specifically, 
even longer than three years ago, the law requires 
you to disclose what you know.

... continued on page D6
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
9
5
6

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
	 $900,000
	 $700,000
	 $1,112,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
	 $3,700,000
	 $1,270,000
	 $1,725,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
608 Burton Drive, $1,775,000, 3 Bdrms, 3097 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 9-15-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $475,000, 02-27-91
3949 Canyon Road, $2,465,000, 4 Bdrms, 4897 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 9-22-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $2,100,000, 02-16-06
3336 Hillside Terrace, $1,430,000, 4 Bdrms, 2754 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 9-20-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $804,000, 06-17-02
609 Laird Lane, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 2122 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 9-15-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $835,000, 03-10-05
1185 Monticello Road, $1,850,000, 3 Bdrms, 2298 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 9-20-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $136,364, 06-29-07
1455 Purson Lane, $1,015,000, 3 Bdrms, 3378 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 9-15-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $359,000, 05-16-97
1268 Redwood Lane, $3,700,000, 5 Bdrms, 5034 SqFt, 2012 YrBlt, 9-20-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,120,000, 06-15-11
1255 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2970 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 9-23-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,360,000, 05-29-15
3283 Theresa Lane, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2630 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 9-21-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,400,000, 09-21-16
MORAGA
1997 Ascot Drive #D, $700,000, 3 Bdrms, 1728 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 9-22-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $585,000, 10-31-14
140 Calle La Montana, $775,000, 4 Bdrms, 2585 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-15-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,332,000, 08-08-14
1419 Camino Pablo, $1,270,000, 3 Bdrms, 2509 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 9-22-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $745,500, 12-19-03
4 Dolores Court, $760,000, 2 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 9-23-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $435,000, 06-22-12
262 Rheem Boulevard, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 1644 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 9-15-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $525,000, 10-18-10
ORINDA
112 Ardith Drive, $1,390,000, 4 Bdrms, 2258 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 9-16-16
4 Crestview Court, $1,112,000, 3 Bdrms, 1631 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 9-14-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $641,000, 05-02-02
16 El Verano, $1,725,000, 5 Bdrms, 2882 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 9-16-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $985,000, 05-24-02
33 Overhill Road, $1,140,000, 1 Bdrms, 1502 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 9-16-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $659,000, 09-09-03
7 Santa Lucia Road, $1,650,000, 3 Bdrms, 2471 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 9-23-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $735,000, 09-25-97
25 Zander Drive, $1,455,000, 4 Bdrms, 2387 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 9-22-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,455,000, 09-22-16VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

SOLD AND I CAN SELL YOURS

SALE PENDING

1748 Spyglass Ln,
Moraga

135 Amber Valley Dr,
Orinda 

Highly desirable
MCC

Prestigious Orinda Downs
Offered at $1,895,000

3878 Paseo
Grande, Moraga

Highly desirable
neighborhood

1571 1st Ave,
Walnut Creek

Convenient location
with huge yard

Spectacular 
Views

Represented Buyer

Represented Seller

Represented Buyer

Representing Buyer

56 Bates
Blvd,Orinda

Represented Seller and Buyer

Spectacular
Mediterrannean

1780 Granada
Dr, Concord

Represented Seller

Executive Style
Condo

2582 Oak Rd,
Walnut Creek

Represented Seller

Quiet 
cul-de-sac

3305 Newport
Ct, Walnut Creek

Represented Buyer

Entertainer's Dream
home with yard. 

Fairy Tale 
Setting

Artist's Delight
with park like

24 Jennifer Highlands
Ct, Lafayette

35 Oak Rd, 
Orinda

155 Erselia Trl,
Alamo

Represented Seller

Represented Seller

Represented Seller



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

426 CASTELLO ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,175,000

BURTO
N

VA
LL

EY

449 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO $2,899,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

146 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA $2,095,000 

JULIE DEL SANTO / ANGIE CLAY 925.818.5500 / 925.207.9366

867 ACALANES ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,810,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

SOLD

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

1003 PINE LANE, LAFAYETTE $1,405,000

SOLD

REP
RES

EN
TIN

G BUYE
R

1049 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE $3,250,000

JULIE DEL SANTO 925.818.5500

10 KELLY ANN COURT, LAFAYETTE $1,095,000

JULIE DEL SANTO / ANGIE CLAY 925.818.5500 / 925.207.9366

PEN
DING

30 CASTLETON PLACE, LAFAYETTE  $1,175,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

PEN
DING

SOLD

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

BEN MILLER

925.558.5744

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

NEW

PRICE



CAL BRE# 01491373 

Tony Cristiani                     925.785.8948  tonycristiani@msn.com 

Alhambra Valley ~ Escape to your own private Napa Valley style estate property in Alhambra Valley just 20 min. 
from Orinda/Lafayette. Built on a 20 acre parcel, this stunning upscale 5100sf home with established trees has its 
own large pond for swimming or fishing and ample level area for horses or other animals. Close to hiking & riding 
trails. Truly “One-of-a-Kind”! Come home each day to your own resort. Centrally located for convenient commute to 
Hwys 4, 24, 80 & 680.  Shown by appointment only— Call today! 

Dianne & John Pereira          ~         925.297-0321 
        ThePereiraTeam@aol.com 

Briones ~ This beauty 8 year old beauty has true quality 
construction in a 3017sf home on 7.76 acres w/barn & 
arena.  Ideal backdrop for your own equestrian property or 
escape w/beautiful views of nature. Just 20 min from La-
fayette/Orinda. Shown by appointment only.  

Alhambra Valley ~ Large Land Parcel! “They’re not making 
any more” is a reminder of the rarity of this 56 acre parcel of 
vacant land less than 20 minutes from Orinda/Lafayette. 
Hidden at the end of a beautiful private valley and backing 
up to Open Space. Shown by appointment. 



CAL BRE# 01491373 

Tony Cristiani                     925.785.8948  tonycristiani@msn.com 

Gretchen Bryce  ~   925.683.2477 
gretchenbryce@msn.com 

Lafayette ~ 3,320 sq ft, 4 bed, 3.5 bath on 1.27 acre lot in 
the prestigious Happy Valley Glen. Incredible natural light, 
2 master suites, remodeled kitchen & beautiful wrap-
around porch overlooking the lvl front yard. $1,895,000 

Claudia Gohler  ~   925.765.8081 
Claudia@PaddyKehoeTeam.com 

Lafayette ~ Comfortable Elegance, 5 bedroom 4.5 bath contemporary home located on a private 3+ acres, yet  
minutes to downtown Lafayette.  Over 5300 sq. ft, Chef's  eat-in kitchen with large center   island,  bamboo cabinets, 
walk-in pantry.  All Solar Home!  A must see!                       $2,700,000.    

Orinda ~ Great Sleepy Hollow neighborhood, 3 bed, 2 bath, 
1741 sf home on half acre lot. Floor to ceiling windows that 
open to the brick patio and backyard, hrdwd flrs, updated 
kitchen & open floor plan on a single level. $1,195,000 
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Buying the Haunted House of Your Dreams
... continued from page D1
	 Some houses may be considered “stigmatized,” and 
subject to more stringent requirements. In a landmark case 
on stigmatized houses, the California Court of Appeals 
found that a "seller of real property has a duty to disclose: 
'where the seller knows of facts materially affecting the val-
ue or desirability of the property which are known or ac-
cessible only to him and also knows that such facts are not 
known to, or within the reach of the diligent attention and 
observation of the buyer . . . '"Reed v. King 145 Cal. App. 3d 
261, 193 Cal. Rptr. 130 (Cal. Ct. App. 1983). 
	 Are you ready for the scary stories?  OK, we’ve got 
em!  Here’s one: Purchasers move into the home they’ve 
just bought. After a little while, they call their Realtor and 
ask, we know that no death in this house was disclosed, but 
are you sure? Because, they say, we hear noises in the garage 
at night, and we are convinced that it is a ghost. This case 
went to court. It turned out that a young man had commit-
ted suicide in the garage over 25 years earlier. His father dis-
covered him in the morning, in the car with the motor run-
ning. But, was the garage haunted?  Nope. The new owners 
heard the story from a neighbor and, being superstitious, 
they were looking for a way out of the deal. When all was 
revealed, they lost that case.
	 On the other hand, there actually is a niche market for 
haunted houses. So, while some people may eschew a house 
where a death has occurred, others are actively seeking a real 
haunted house, and might be willing to pay a premium for ac-
tual or suspected ghosts. On the other hand, a death in the 
house also makes a home a target for bargain hunters. Invest-
ment purchasers are not sentimental, and will try to snap up a 
hard-to-sell property cheaply and rent it for a few years, then 
sell it after the disclosure period has passed. 
	 And disclosure is not the only legal hurdle you 

may face. Jafarzadeh tells a story of a couple who found 
a beautiful, vacant house in an East Bay neighbor-
hood. The house appeared to be totally remodeled and 
was vacant, but there were many personal belongings  
deposited in the backyard. There was a For Sale sign in 
front of the house. The price that the selling agent quoted 
was low. Shortly after their initial inquiry, the purchasers 
received a telephone call from a man who said he had inher-
ited the house from his mother, but that the paperwork was 
not completed. The purchasers entered into a rent-to-buy 
agreement, sold their home and moved in. 
	 Six months later, the “vendor” disappeared, and the 
purchasers, unable to find him, ceased making payments. 
Then they received a letter from an attorney. It turned out 
that the vendor had actually not inherited the house from 
his mother. He was one of seven siblings. His mother had 
died in a house fire at the property. The other siblings had 
not been notified of her death, but the purported vendor 
had used the insurance money to repair and remodel the 
house and place it on the market. The matter went to the 
probate court, where the rent-to-buy agreement was upheld 
for the purchaser, who bought the house, but that wasn’t 
the end of their trouble. For example, on one occasion the 
vendor’s sister showed up in the middle of the night with a 
shovel, removing the landscaping from the front yard, and 
that was not the last of her visits, which were never friendly 
and she was sometimes under the influence.
	 The takeaway? If you are the vendor, disclose ev-
erything! If you are a purchaser, make sure you ask out-
right about the things that are significant to you, including 
whether or not there has been a death or violent crime in 
the property. If all goes well, you might just find the haunted 
house of your dreams.

The Early Bird
Gets the Worm 
By Andi Peterson Brown

A CB Top Producer
AndiBrownHomes.com

925.818.4588

Are you contemplating selling your
home next spring? Believe it or not,

it’s not too early to begin your
preparations. In fact, many Realtors use
the slower winter months as exactly that:
a time to help their spring sellers plan
ahead. Below are some tips to be well-
prepared and well-positioned if a 2017
spring sale is in your future.

  
•Connect with a Realtor early. As

mentioned above, Realtors oftentimes
use the winter months to prepare homes
for the spring. If you get on our radar
early, we have ample time to create the
best sales and marketing strategy specific
for your property. 

  
•Get a handle on any repair work. If

budget allows, it is common for sellers to
make repairs on their home before it hits
the MLS. Contractors book up fast and
it can be stressful to try and get squeezed
into their calendar. Get scheduled early
and eliminate unnecessary stress.  

  
•Know your title. Your Realtor can

open up what’s called a pre-sale escrow
and pull a preliminary title report to
ensure there are no red flags that could
delay your sale. By looking at this
document early, you have more time to
address a potential issue and stay on
schedule. 

  
•Get out and about. It always pays to

know what’s going on in your
neighborhood. Pick a few Sunday
afternoons this winter and leisurely check
out other homes for sale. Keep your finger
on the pulse of your local market by seeing
what prospective buyers are seeing.

real local • real knowledge • real value
CalBRE# 01738605

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered
trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Sub-

sidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate

LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

 
Alan Marks 

925-899-9000 
Alan@AlanMarks.com 

License # 01160227 

ZOMBIE? 

DOES NAVIGATING THE HOUSING   
MARKET MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE A  

Let me help! 
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review
By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS

The third quarter of 2016 showed slowing activity on the residential 
side of Lamorinda real estate versus the year ago quarter. This slow-
down in activity is based more upon a shorter supply of available 

properties than on a significant change in the market.
	 Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics reported from July 1 
through Sept.30, here’s what single-family home activity looked like in Lam-
orinda’s three cities.
Lafayette
Homes closed	 2015	 Price range	 Days on Market	 ’15	 ‘14
	 71 		  92	 $635,000 to $3,700,000		  30 	 24	 22
	 The average sales price was $1,565,394. In the same period of 2015 it 
was $1,462,872 versus $1,310,790 in 2014. The average 3Q 2013 sale price 
was $1,204,739. In 3Q 2012 the average was $1,001,291. Average prices 
have increased over 49 percent in the last four years! 
Moraga
Homes closed	 2015	 2014	 Price range	 Days on Market	 ’15 
	 21 		  49		  50	 $1,015,000 to $1,870,000   		 24	 14 

	 The average sale price was $1,245,605, which was actually below the 
$1,281,936 in the third quarter of 2015. It was $1,178,956 in the same quar-
ter in 2014. In 3Q 2012 the average was $1,049,408. The average increase in 
the last four years has been around 19 percent. 
Orinda
Homes closed	 2015	 2014	 Price range	 Days on Market	
	 73 		  69 	  	 90	 $750,000 to $3,205,000		  24 
	 The average sale price was $1,558,244, a slight increase from a year ago 
when it was $1,520,904. In 2014, it was $1,420,663. In 3Q 2012, the average 
was $1,109,094. The four-year average increase in Orinda values has been 
about 40 percent. 
	 In the third quarter of this year, on an average price per square foot basis, 
Lafayette detached single-family homes sold at $585.96. A year ago it was 
$573.91. Moraga homes sold for $540.27 up from $526.77 a year ago. In 
Orinda it was $599.67…again an increase over the prior year third quarter 
of $566.29.
	 ... continued on page D11

 WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
CalBRE#01373412

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
CalBRE#00637795

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® 
is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal 

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated 

with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales 
associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell 

Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Campolindo Home with Private Yard with Pool

Have you been waiting for a home in the Campolindo neighborhood? Here’s your chance. This single-story home has three 
bedrooms plus an extra retreat off the master and two full bathrooms. It features vaulted ceilings in the common areas -- a 
formal dining room, living room, and family room open to a dinette and kitchen. The kitchen has all new appliances and 
looks onto the spacious, private yard with pool and spa, large level area and lots of room to roam. Close to top-rated schools, 
the Cabana Club, and Rim Trail access. Now’s your chance to move into this desirable area.

4005 Paseo Grande, Moraga

Just Listed

Offered at $1,195,000



View All MLS Listings at 
www. clarkthompson.com 

CalBRE #00903367  |   All information herein deemed  reliable but not guaranteed.  

925.254.8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com    www.clarkthompson.com    

220 Camino Sobrante, Orinda 
Sea Ranch at the Lake 

$1,695,000 

5 Oak Arbor Road, Orinda 
Premiere Neighborhood 

$2,695,000 

147 Camino Don Miguel, Orinda 
Authentic Spanish Home 

$1,850,000 

3 Dollis Park Road, Lafayette 
Walk to Town Convenience 

$1,489,000 

OPEN SUNDAY 2 - 4PM NEW PRICE OPEN SUNDAY 2 - 4PM

OPEN SUNDAY 2 - 4PM

OPEN SUNDAY 2 - 4PM

OPEN SUNDAY 2 – 4PM COMING SOON OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4PM

244 El Toyonal, Orinda 
Bird’s Eye Views 

$1,299,000 

91 Coral Drive, Orinda 
Walk to 12 Years of School 

Call for Price 



15 Hilldale Ct., Orinda | Sold $2,600,000

Paul & Virginia Ratto
925.998.9501 | vvarni@pacunion.com | rattoandratto.com | License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Call us for more information!

Our Recent Sales and Current Listing

License # 01866771

91 Orchard Rd., Orinda | Sold $2,100,000 107 Bates Ct., Orinda | Sold $1,515,000

133 Warfield Dr., Moraga | Sold $1,605,000 249 Ivy Place, Orinda | Sold $1,200,000 13 Gardiner Ct., Orinda | Offered at $3,500,000

DAVID PIERCE
Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct:  925 254 5984
david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

         Re�nancing?  Purchase?  2nd Home? 

 Equal Housing Lender.  Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is a Delaware limited 
liability company, licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residen�al Mortgage Lending 
Act .  This is not an o�er for extension of credit or a commitment to lend.    Terms and condi�ons apply.  Addi�onal loan 
programs may be available.  This is not an o�er to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other 
applicable law. Call for details. 3/2015 NMLS ID # 1438399 Orinda Branch 

Call Becca today! 
 Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years. 

Becca Romonek Loan O�cer�Team Rider NMLS#1436604 
Cell: 925.899.5758 
Becca.Romonek@prospectmtg.com                 
8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda 
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Obtaining a Mortgage is Not Easy These Days!!
Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!

925.932.5432
www.sewerinspections.com

Sewer Inspections & Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated

Video Inspections & Locating

Overfl ow Protection Devise Installation

38 Years of Experience 

Sewers Unclogged

Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

	 In Lafayette, the average sales price was right at 100% of the final 
asking price. In Moraga it was also a fraction above 100 pecent and in 
Orinda it was 102.4 percent. In many cases, there were multiple offers 
on homes and the result was a closing price above the asking price.
	 In Lafayette, 39 of the 71 closings sold at the list price or above. In 
Moraga, 11 of the 23 sold at or above asking and in Orinda it was 44 of 73.
	 In the condominium/town home category, Lafayette had five re-
sale closings. They were priced from $601,000 and $1,100,000; Moraga 
had 25, down from 40 a year ago. Sales prices ranged from $305,000 to 
$1,100,000. Moraga Country Club had only two attached home sales 
— $825,000 to $1,100,000. Orinda had one condominium sale on 
Brookwood at $319,000 and one townhome — in Orindawoods — at 
$1,090,000.
	 As of Oct. 10, there were 65 pending sales in the three communities 
combined. A year ago there were 67 pending sales per the MLS. The 
asking prices for the pending single family detached homes range from 
$719,000 to $3,195,000. It should be pointed out that there are no “Po-
tential Short Sales” that are currently pending and subject to lender ap-
proval. One of the pending sales is an REO (bank owned property). 
	 It is interesting to point out that of the 65 pending sales in the area, 
51 have received acceptable offers since Sept. 1. That is an average of 
nearly two per day. Usually many of the sales are completed prior to the 
start of school. Depending upon how many of the homes are being pur-
chased by families with children who are new to Lamorinda, it may im-
pact certain grades at the elementary level.
	 Inventory, however, continues to remain low although increasing 
when looking at the available homes. In Lafayette there were 45 on the 
market as of Oct. 10 and there were 32 at this time one year ago. 
	 In Moraga buyers have their choice of only 25 properties, still way 
up from 10 properties a year ago. 
	 Orinda inventory has increased to 46 currently available from 37 
one year ago. 
	 Current asking prices range from $405,000 for a condominium in 
Moraga to $22.5 million for an Orinda property.
	 At the high end, 26 homes closed above $2 million in the three com-
munities combined during the quarter. In the year ago period there were 
29.
	 There are 47 currently available above this amount — 17 in Lafay-
ette, 23 in Orinda, and seven in Moraga.

The Real Estate 
Quarter in Review
... continued from page D8
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Digging Deep for October

A Howling Harvest and Halloween  
By Cynthia Brian
“Tickle it with a hoe and it will laugh into a harvest.” English Saying

October proclaims two main events: harvest and Halloween.
	 It’s been several decades since I’ve worked in our vineyards 
picking grapes. As a child I drove a tractor, plowed fields and wa-

tered the new vineyards vine by vine, driving a refitted vintage fire truck 
with one sibling opening the water valve as we slowly rolled through the 
rows. Once September and October arrived, the grape harvest began. Crews 
of eight workers, including myself, combed every vine with our specially 
curved knife quickly dropping bunches of ripe berries into the lugs which 
would be dumped into big bins on the grape trailer. When the truck and 
trailer had a full load, we’d ride with my dad to the wineries for the delivery. 
We all loved being with our dad hauling the grapes to their wine destination. 

Although we worked on numerous neighboring farms harvesting, culling or 
cutting peaches, apricots and pears, none of us were fans of the grape picking 
process. 
	 Because of the dearth of available pickers, a couple of years ago my 
brother invested in a mechanical harvester. This week, on the final night of 
the cabernet sauvignon harvest, I rode along with my brother and nephew as 
the huge harvester and four men did the work of six crews with precision and 
speed. (Instead of picking during the heat of the day, the harvester allows 
harvesting at night into the early morning hours when it is cooler.) Although 
we still have several acres that are hand picked, I hollered “hallelujah” to this 
happy mechanical harvesting experience.
	 Lamorinda boasts a rich grape growing precedent with a 130-year-old 
history. The Lamorinda Wine Growers Association, (www.LamorindaWine-
Growers.com) dedicated to sustainable farming and community building, is 
re-establishing the area’s love of the vine and wine along with our pleasant 
pear past. Lamorinda is now a recognized wine region with its own viticul-
ture appellation thanks to the hard work of the Lamorinda Wine Growers 
Association. The varietals grown throughout Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga 
span the French Bordeaux area with Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, 
Petit Verdot and Merlot to the Rhone regions’ Syrah, Petite Sirah, Grenache, 
Mourvèdre and Viognier.			     ... continued on page D13

Time to pick the pumpkins and cut the corn stalks for the Halloween décor. 	 Photos Cynthia Brian

Beautiful bunches of grapes are ripe and ready.
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Burgundy is represented by the Pinot Noir grape and Lamorindans also 
grow small amounts of Sangiovese and Chardonnay. Because the plots are 
small, grapes are hand picked. A mechanical harvester has not become a 
necessary piece of equipment...yet. I’m hoping that 2016 will be heralded 
as a prime vintage year. 
	 Preparing for Halloween, it’s time to harvest the pumpkins, gourds 
and winter squash. If you don’t grow your own, you’ll find funky as well 
as colorful pumpkins at the local farmers market and even many of the 
grocery stores. Apples and Asian pears are still hanging from the trees 
awaiting their reaper. Find a recipe for making caramel or candied apples 
to enjoy an old-fashioned treat. Cut your corn stalks to use in decorations 
and buy a hay bale to add to the décor. You can later use the hay to cover 
your newly planted vegetable patch. The hay mulch will keep most weeds 
from emerging as the ghosts, ghouls and goblins begin their rampage.
	 It’s time to howl at the moon with a glass of Lamorinda produced 
wine! Enjoy a grape adventure!

Free Plants with Purchase

9am-5pm
7 days a week

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA    
GARDEN 
CENTER

Annual Fall Sale 
Up to 50% off 

Through October 31st

Autumn hosta and heuchera accent a corner with a copper grasshopper.
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The next two months are busy ones in the garden as we prepare our beds for a win-
ter’s sleep. Chrysanthemums will be displaying their full glory soon, a certain bea-
con of the blazing fall colors to follow. Get out there and get it done now. 

FERTILIZE lawns during the rain for faster absorption. Don’t forget to re-seed 
during these wet days as well. 
PULL any weeds you find in your garden before they develop seed heads.
CREATE a sunflower arch for a festive October wine fest.
PLANT a variety of lettuces in a window box or container kept close to your kitch-
en to keep your salads fresh all season Clip the micro greens as they sprout for del-
icate, delicious delights.
REPAIR birdhouses so that overwintering birds such as bluebirds, chickadees, 
and nuthatches will have a warm, safe, cozy place to rest during the upcoming cold 
nights. 
INCREASE bird feeders in your yard as birds consume more food in fall and win-
ter.
TUNE up your garden by pruning back overgrown shrubs and adding three or five 
New Zealand flax for their spiky form and variegated colors.
DIG and divide iris rhizomes now. Make sure to keep a few inches of the leaves on 
the stems and bury the roots two inches deep, 18 to 20 inches apart.
WATCH the antics of the lizards as they sun themselves on rocks during these final 
days of warmth. 

STOP watering remaining summer crops to force your final produce to ripen.
PRUNE your berry bushes, including summer raspberries, blackberries and blue-
berries by removing dead canes. Thin any new forming canes.
AMEND your hard clay soil with large amounts of compost.
MULCH with wood chips to prevent erosion and maintain temperate soil tempera-
tures.
MAKE a beautiful arrangement of fall flowers and foliage snipped from your trees 
and bushes. 
FREEZE or can your vine tomatoes before the rains rot them.
ENROLL in a course on edible gardening, native plants or composting.
PROPOGATE perennials through root cuttings.
INDULGE in forest bathing…or just take a walk in nature.
SAVE seeds from your favorite annuals, herbs, and vegetables by gathering, drying, 
labeling and storing. 
HARVEST the remainder of ripe produce before the end of the month-apples, 
Asian Pears, peppers, Swiss chard. 
IMPROVE your health by enjoying grapes, apples, pears, pumpkins and squash. 
ROAST seeds from squash and pumpkins by first cleaning, drying, soaking in salt-
ed water, then, baking at 375 degrees until golden brown. What a healthy snack!
TIE dried corn stalks together to add to your front door fall décor.

Happy Gardening, Happy Growing, Happy Harvested Halloween!

Mid Month Gardening Tips from Cynthia Brian 

Although fall is usually sienna-hued, Chorisia silk floss tree is spectacularly pink!

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

Family owned in 
Moraga since 1987

Lic.: #611120

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

The type of pruning your tree gets is critical to the health, longevity, safety
and appearance. Proper care for your tree is important and pruning a healthy
strong tree now will help with the prevention of storm damage.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, have a complete inspection by your local
ISA Certified Arborist at Advance Tree Service for all your tree care needs.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees.

PRUNING NOW PAYS LATER 
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Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda 
Advertise in 

Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies every other week.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

©2016
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at 
www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, 
and consultant.  

Cynthia Brian joins her nephew, Alfred III and her brother, Alfred II for 
the grape harvest.

Blue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED

Lic# 818633

Pumpkin
Patch

family owned since 1933

October Sale!

25% off all Perennials, Trees and Shrubs 
Also on sale...benches, bistro sets, canvas

prints, indoor fragrances and more!

Variegated New Zealand flax flaunts its spiky fall colors.



ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

ORINDA MORAGA MORAGA MORAGA

MORAGA LAFAYETTE OAKLAND WALNUT CREEK

5 Darnby Court Classic
Orinda ranch home! 3bd/2.5ba,
1,942 sq ft. Formal living & dining,
eat-in kitchen, sunny yard, family
room could be 4th bedroom. Cul-
de-sac location & walk to top
schools!                     $1,090,000

244 El Toyonal Forever views
across Orinda to Mt. Diablo.
Delightful living spaces on 2 levels
w/modern remodeled kitchen; living
rm & dining rm open to outside
w/extensive decking/ views. Bonus
offices.    $1,299,000

31 Parkway Court
Incredible Location! This 1797 sq. ft.
4bd/3ba charmer sits at the end of a
cul-de-sac on a large .56 acre lot.
Updated throughout, open floor plan,
walk to Glorietta Elementary!

$1,375,000

114 Hillcrest Drive Glorietta
neighborhood stylish Craftsman
4bd/3ba all rebuilt to perfection in
2008. Beaut. design highest quality,
great room w/gourmet kitchen,
Anderson doors, views, level lawns.
Great schools. $1,495,000

220 Camino Sobrante Special
location on the lake. Classic, wood
crafted 4bd/4ba home has great use
of space on two levels, ideal for
comfortable living & entertaining.
Bonus sports court. Alluring setting
of beauty & privacy. $1,695,000

147 Camino Don Miguel Set
on private, lush .32ac overlooking
4th fairway of OCC. 3bd/2.5ba
w/apx. 3223sf, hdwd flrs, main flr
master ste, ofc/den, sun porch. Near
top-rated schools, Orinda Village &
commute. Views! $1,850,000

5 Oak Arbor Road Prime Oak
Arbor living at it's best! Traditional
European spectacular home
w/quality features in/outside
w/grand-scale rms of exceptional
space, light + access outdoors.
Gorgeous setting! $2,695,000

105 Crane Terrace Exceptional
4.87 acre gated estate traditional of
incredible appeal on alluring knoll,
private setting of pano views.
Custom craftsmanship. Lovely
grounds w/lawns, gardens, mature
trees. $3,000,000

160 Camino Don Miguel
Spectacular Spanish Mediterranean
5bd/5.5ba 5851sf home overlooks
the 4th hole of OCC. Rebuilt from
ground up in 1996. Resort quality
pool & spa, gardens & views.

$4,795,000

670 Augusta Drive
Updated & ready to move in! Kitchen
w/cherry cabinets, granite & Brazilian
cherry flrs thruout main flr. Gardens,
private patio. Rare 3 BR+ bonus rm.
Close to clubhouse, facilities. Walk to
town! $1,149,000

735 Augusta Drive
Detached desirable Moraga Country
Club plan 13 home on large .42 acre
lot with pool, hot tub & flagstone
patio. Large master suite upstairs with
deck, walk-in closet & views!

$1,149,000

76 Lynwood Place
Desirable Corliss neighborhood. 4
bedroom, 2.5 bath home with
sparkling pool. Close to schools,
shopping and trails. 

$1,695,000

9 Shannon Court
Sanders Ranch estate property over
1.5 acres, 4966 sq. ft., Chef ’s
kitchen, hardwood, new carpet,
fresh paint, pool, ideal indoor/
outdoor living spaces.

$3,125,000

3 Dollis Park Road  
Large 4bd/3.5ba, 4090 sq. ft. home
w/ideal functional floor plan. Lovely
kitchen/ family rm + bonus rec. rm.
Luxurious master suite. Great guest
bedroom w/bath is ideal for separation
of space. $1,489,000

6430 Colby Street  
Charming 3bd/2ba craftsman home +
bonus studio apt. on quiet block in
prime Rockridge area. Hardwood
floors, skylights, built-in bookcases.
Private yard. Walk to shops &
restaurants. $1,065,000

156 Brodia Way  
New construction by KT Builders, a
local, high-end home builder.
Captivating views of Mt. Diablo &
La Casa Via Valley. High ceilings,
open floor plan & large .92 acre lot
at end of cul de sac. $1,699,000
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Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore 

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker




