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Town Council Decries Out-of-Towners Using Commons Park
By Sophie Braccini

The approval of the master plan 
for the Moraga Commons Park 

was pushed back to the new year, 
and a new town council. 
 The issue that stopped the coun-
cil from adopting the plan that had 
been long prepared was the disc golf 
course. Most council members got 
the feeling from reports they were 

given that the course is used by 
“over the hill” people they do not 
care to recreate in Moraga. They 
were also told that these players 
have infringed on the town integrat-
ed pest management (no-pesticide) 
policy, and some even called them 
“squatters” of town property, and 
could entail liabilities for the town. 

 Metcalf recommended that the 
next council that will be sworn in 
in January deal with this issue and 
make a fi nal decision regarding the 
park’s master plan.
 Rarely the topic of out-of-
towners using town facility was 
talked about so directly. Disc golf-
ers were called squatters from over 

the hills that had no vested rights in 
the park. Jeanette Fritzky, chair of 
the Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion, said that they had used pesti-
cides on the court, although adding 
that there was no proof of it. She 
also indicated that a petition to sup-
port the current use of the course 
was signed by over 60 people with 
only two from Moraga. The mayor 
recalled past incidents where disc-
golfers had addressed the council 
in ways that were close to arro-
gance. 
 The council also wondered 
what the liability of the town is if it 
supports this activity on its grounds 
and an accident happens. It was 
clear that the desire was to disas-
sociate from an activity that could 
be a source of nuisance — includ-

ing foul language as noted by coun-
cilmember Onoda, and that is per-
ceived as not used by the residents 
of Moraga. 
 The disc golf course was the 
only issue that stopped the coun-
cil from approving the park mas-
ter plan that parks and recreation 
director Jay Ingram has worked on 
for months with consultants. Sev-
eral stakeholders were contacted 
and community meetings were 
conducted to shape the plan. Most 
other items met with the approval 
of the council, such as the improve-
ments of access and bathrooms, 
the adding of two new bocce ball 
courts, or the addition of a commu-
nity garden in the Back 40.
 (See story on disc golf, page 
A1)

The Commons’ Master Plan of Existing Conditions. The red line indicate the disk golf course.         Image provided
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319 Pheasant Run Drive, Blackhawk

68 Tara Road, Orinda

40 Merrill Circle South, Moraga

405 15th Street, Oakland

360 Civic Drive #408, Walnut Creek 3600 Sanford Street, Concord

Dis� nc� ve contemporary home with 5
BR, 2 offi  ces, bonus room and 7 baths.

Highest a� en� on to detail, fi ne stonework
and woodwork. Features include designer

ligh� ng, 9-zone audio system, media room,
2nd dining area, pebble pool & greenhouse.

Backs to Fall Golf Course. Off ered at
$2,750,000 by Larry Jacobs, 925.788.9362,

and Kress Hauri, 925.899.5739

Contemporary style home with white oak 
fl oLease Available 7/1/16. Fabulous

5BD/3.5BA, 3726 sq. . mid-century home
located in the heart of the Glorie� a

neighborhood. Set on .41 wooded acres,
close to downtown, BART, Highway & 

toprated schools. Lease $6,500/month. 
Contact Lisa Shaff er for more informa on at

925.528.9278 or Lisa@LisaShaff er.com.

Elegant and recently updated Sanders Ranch 
home off ers security and privacy on Moraga’s 
top street. New kitchen appliances, counters 

and remodeled master bath make this 
home move-in ready. Peaceful views across 
the valley and spacious decks with spa for 

entertaining and outdoor living. 
Off ered at $1,295,000 by Jim Colhoun, 

925.200.2795.

3600sf Retail space available at 
$2/sf.  Great property in the heart 

of downtown Oakland, across from 
Ogawa Plaza and the Awaken Cafe, 

BART and all transit lines, great 
restaurants and shops - 99% walk core.  

Call Maureen Caldwell-Meurer for 
details at 510.915.0092.

Celebrate the Keys lifestyle in this freshly 
painted and carpeted two bedroom 

condominium. Fourth fl oor views over 
beau� ful lake and convenient access to pool, 
spa, clubhouse and gym. Great price for so 
many ameni� es including covered parking 

space, deck for BBQ, and excellent commute 
loca� on. Off ered at $399,000 by Jim Colhoun, 

925.200.2795

Cute, bright 2-BR co� age on over-sized 
lot with room for play, gardening, pool, 

expansion.... Recently painted and upgraded 
with Silestone kitchen counters, refi nished 

hardwood fl oors and new doors. Near 
Concord BART & 242, as well as parks, 

shopping, services and schools.  
Off ered at $395,000 by 

Tania DeGroot, 510.367.1422
CalBRE#01465617/#01495118

CalBRE#00996886

CalBRE#01029160

CalBRE#01908929

CalBRE#01029160 CalBRE # 01094898

In this � me of gra� tude, we wish to thank our clients 
and the wonderful LAMORINDA community we serve.  
Thank you for your con� nued support and the 
confi dence you have shown in us.
We wish you and your loved ones a wonderful Thanksgiving 
Season full of love, joy, and prosperity!
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