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Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident
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www.MVCRemodeling.com

little bit of myself goes

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

B e == General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.
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On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE
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- 925-376- 1118 |

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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* Painting
* Plumbing

* Electrical » Water Heaters

* Ceiling Fans

HANDYMAN

* Crown Mouldmg
* Deck Painting

* Baseboards Dead Bolts

* Carpentry * Faucets

¢ Caulking * Garbage Disposal
 Grab Bars » Sliding Doors

* Drywall Repair

925-934-0877

30 Years Experience

* Pressure Washing

* Flooring: Hardwood,
Carpet, Vinyl, Tile

» Hanging Mirrors &
Pictures, etc.

* Toilet Installation
& Repair

* No job too small

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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REAL ESTATE BROKER

VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

Office: 925-254-8585

925-998-7898

www.clarkthompson.com
ct@clarkthompson.com
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It’s amazing how much good
cheer one city block can hold. The
patch of grass in the center of town,
along with overflow onto Golden
Gate Way was chock full of holi-
day spirit and friendly neighbors,
lots of little ones ready to whisper
their wishes to Santa, police offi-
cers giving out pencils and candy
canes, and the first ever very cool
snow globe that families could step
into and have their picture taken.

Donica Katayanagi was lined
up with son Rocky, 4 and daughter
Penny, 6, waiting to chat with the
bearded man in red. Apparently the
kids are smitten with all things re-
lated to the Disney film “Moana.”
Rocky is planning to ask Santa for
a Moana Lego set and Penny would
like a Moana princess dress.

This year, the stage was front
and center for the Stanley Middle
School Chorus, which kicked

Wonderful Life in Lafayette

Local youth groups performed at It's AWnderfuI Life in Lafayette.

things off at 4 p.m.; they were fol-
lowed by the Lafayette Nursery
School, Lamorinda Theatre Acad-
emy, Town Hall Theatre and finally
the White Horse Youth Corale. Par-
ents, grandparents, and kids found
it hard to resist the sing-a-long to
classic Christmas tunes that accom-
panied the tree lighting.

It took a lot of TLC to get the
1922 firetruck up and running to be
Santa’s special sleigh from its usual
home at the Library to Plaza Park,
reports Santa’s chauffer, John Kal-
lio. To keep the riffraff at bay, Santa
and Kallio had a police motorcycle
escort complete with blaring siren
to announce the big man’s visit.
Right on cue, Bing Crosby crooned
“Here Comes Santa Claus” to wel-
come his arrival.

This festive evening tradition is
sponsored by the Dana Green Team
and Branagh Development, along
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with the Lafayette Chamber, and
made possible with the assistance
of many volunteers, including Boy
Scouts, National Charity League
folks, and expert master of ceremo-
nies, Julia Glyde. Thirsty attendees
enjoyed complimentary coffee,
hot chocolate and apple cider care
of Double Perks in Lafayette, and
since it was right around dinner
time, Mangia had pizza available,
and the Chamber sponsored the
always-welcome bar. The Green
Team and Branagh also generously
underwrite the sparkling twinkle
lights that add a glowing ambiance
to the downtown throughout De-
cember. It really is a wonderful life
in Lafayette, when residents can
be grateful for supportive families,
Santa comes to town, and there’s
hot chocolate for everyone.

Local Volunteers Offer Warm Respite Through Winter Nights
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“We shopped for, cooked, served
and cleaned up breakfast and din-
ners every day, and also provided
food for guests to pack their lunch-
es during the week.”

In addition to providing meals,
St. Monica volunteers provided tu-
toring support, playtime and read-
ing for the younger kids, and week-
end activities like basketball and
kickball. Other congregations have
organized trips to places like the
Exploratorium. One volunteer from
a synagogue in Lafayette takes kids
out horseback riding every year.

This year was special for St.
Monica because Winter Nights’
guests were in Moraga during Hal-
loween. “We were able to get adults
and children costumes they liked
and have volunteers take them
trick-or-treating locally,” Stillman
said.

“It’s all about the kids,” said
Joanne Peterson, who is a Win-
ter Nights co-chair at a Lafayette
synagogue. “Sandy Anderson and
Cindy Coleman started the pro-
gram here and did it for 10 or 11
years. We try to involve as many

congregates as we can, and break
down jobs into small pieces so ev-
eryone can get involved. We have a
huge Christmas Eve party and have
Santa in the sanctuary, depending
on the age of the kids. One year
seven kids were under the age of
5, so we had the preschool host the
party.”

A program manager works with
Winter Nights” families on their
goals to help them become self-
sustaining and there is a volunteer
life coach who helps individuals
make plans to remove obstacles
that keep them from success, said
Stillman. “We have a group called
the Traveling Tutors who make sure
students get their homework done,
encourage reading through reading
incentives and communicate with
parents about the progress of their
children.”

Each family sleeps inside their
own pop-up tent set up in reception
halls, an area off-limits to Winter
Nights’ volunteers. This allows
guests a sense of privacy and a
place they can call their own.

“These are people like you and

Photo provided
me that have just fallen on hard

times,” said Robin Freeberg, who
is involved in Winter Nights at her
Lamorinda church. “Many of the
clients have jobs that pay minimum
wage and are unable to sustain
themselves in our affluent commu-
nity.”

Since several Winter Nights’
clients come from abusive situa-
tions, some participant locations in
Lamorinda were omitted from this
story to ensure client safety.

“People in need do not neces-
sarily come from the poorest of
communities,” added a Lafayette
congregational co-leader, Rick
Silvani. “People who previously
would be classified as ‘middle
class’ suddenly due to life circum-
stances can find themselves in need
of the support of a program like
Winter Nights provides.”

“The most challenging aspect,”
explained Stillman, “is helping
folks find housing because there is
so little available that is affordable
for people with very low incomes.”
Last year of the 20 families, which
totaled 75 individuals, 15 found

housing or shelter, she said.

Jim Reiter, another Winter
Nights co-leader at the Lafayette
church said, “For many, a lost job,
illness, or family separation can
result in the need for community
assistance.”

“All people want is a home, a
place where they can rest their head
at night and feel safe,” added Free-
berg.

Reiter believes guests benefit
most from the support provided
during this very trying time in their
lives.

“We set the tone,” said Peter-
son, who partners with Neal Mod-
elvsky and Sarah Landes at the syn-
agogue. “This is respite for them.
They may have moved eight times
by the time they get to the temple.

The first Monday, they’re exhaust-
ed. We reinforce that this is their
space and give the commitment
to make them comfortable. We’ve
had evenings when we sent (volun-
teers) home because it can all be so
overwhelming (for guests).”

The good news is the kids, said
Peterson. “Those kids don’t care
that their parents are stressed out or
overwhelmed. They pop out of the
tent area and are ready to play. The
kids pick up on the genuineness of
our volunteers.”

None of the drama surrounding
the guests surprises Peterson. “It’s
the human heart stuff that surprises
me, and these families’ endurance
surprises me,” she said.

“These people are survivors.”

Winter Nights’ Wish List

There are several ways the community can help Winter
Nights’families. Clients who have cars use gas cards,
and the ones who don’t often need BART and bus cards.
Target and WalMart cards are used as parent incentives
(such as a good report card or a child doing extra clean-
ing in the shelter). And Winter Nights uses movie tickets
as incentive for the kids’ reading program.

Other needs include:

Tents, 10 by 10 feet, new or gently used;

AA batteries, flashlights;
Umbrellas;
Automobiles;

Packing or duct tape, and industrial dispenser for pack-

ing tape;
Sleeping bags;

Umbrella strollers (single and double);

Car seats and booster seats;

Pillows, twin size plastic mattress covers;
Non-zipper, fitted single sheets;

Sanitary wipes; and

Wardrobe boxes (24 by 21 by 48 inches).
For information, contact Judith Stillman at (925) 933-9351.



