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Move over Golden State Warriors and Oakland 
Raiders – there are other top-notch sports teams 
in the East Bay.

	 In what coach Ernie Rodrguez called “an instant  
classic,” the Acalanes High School Lady Dons volleyball 
squad won the State Championship match against Crossroads 
of Santa Monica, in a game that saw the Acalanes team go up 
2-0, only to lose the next two sets. But the plucky Dons kept 

their cool and went on to win, keeping a smile on their faces 
as well as Rodriguez’s. 
	 “It was a lot of fun to just watch these girls really grow up 
in front of your eyes,” he said.
	 For the full story, see page C2.
	 And if one state champion wasn’t enough, the Cam-
polindo High School Cougars football team goes for the 
gold Dec. 17 against Bakersfield Christian in the CIF State 

Division 4-AA Championship, to be held in Bakersfield.  
	 The Cougars beat Palma Dec. 9, 30-21 to claim the 
NorCal Division 4-AA Championship.  
	 For more on the Cougars title game, see page C1.
	 Maybe Lamorinda is the sports capital of the West.
	 			   – Peggy Spear	
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Happy Holidays
The Beaubelle Group

Glenn Beaubelle, Kellie Beaubelle, Finola Fellner, 
Nancy Stryker and Lynn Molloy 925.254.1212   |    Coldwell Banker

We Are the Champions! Dons Take State
Photo Craig Nelson

Local Volunteers Offer Warm 
Respite Through Winter Nights 
By Jennifer Wake

When you are homeless, having a 
warm place to sleep on a cold win-

ter night is a worry. When you are a parent 
of young children and are homeless, that 
worry becomes profound.
	 Thousands of volunteers have signed up 
to help approximately 20 families at local 
churches and synagogues in Contra Costa 
County during two-week rotations between 
October and May as part of the Winter 
Nights Shelter, a project of the Social Jus-
tice Alliance of the Interfaith Council of 

Contra Costa County. 
	 Twelve of the 42 participating congre-
gations are in Lamorinda, with six of those 
serving as host congregations, according 
to Winter Nights Executive Director Judy 
Stillman.
	 The main goal is to provide a safe shel-
ter with nutritious meals and a welcom-
ing environment, said Christine Ayers, 
who chaired the program at St. Monica  
Catholic Church in Moraga. 
	 ... continued on page A12

Santa Makes Annual Appearance 
in Lafayette to Usher in Holidays
By Cathy Tyson 

Hark! It wasn’t exact-
ly the herald angels 

singing, but the next best 
thing: angelic children 
from a variety of local 
venues entertaining a park 
full of families for the an-
nual Wonderful Life in 
Lafayette event at Plaza 
Park earlier this month.
	 Between the charming 
music, the enticing aroma 
of complimentary pop-
corn and other goodies, 
and kids giddy with an-
ticipation of Santa rolling 
in on historic “Old Betsy,” 
the downtown park was 
ground zero for the best 
block party of the holiday 
season. 
 ... continued on page  A12

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian ChurchChristmas Eve ServicesFamily Services 3:00 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.Traditional Services7:00 p.m. & 8:30 p.m.Island Style Communion Service 11:00 p.m.
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A Note About Our Newspaper Carrier
Blackhawk Enterprise (email –mailblackhawk@gmail.com) has been delivering the 
Lamorinda Weekly to all homes in Orinda, Lafayette and Moraga since January 2011.
The team of eight drivers works hard to make sure you get your newspaper every other
Wednesday.  Blackhawk Enterprise and its team members would like to wish our read-
ers a joyous holiday season and a very happy new year. You will also see a flyer from 
them in this week’s issue.
Thank you, Lamorinda Weekly

Photo Gint Federas
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African lions, alligators, al-
pacas…in which county gov-

ernment offices might one stand 
the best chance of meeting one of 
these? The Lafayette City Council 
heard where when Contra Costa 
Animal Services Director Beth 
Ward gave it a detailed presentation 
on Nov. 28. 
	 Ward, who has been in the po-
sition of director for a little over a 
year, said she was talking to vari-
ous communities in the area about 
its program for informational pur-
poses and to give updates on its 
work.
	 Admittedly she stuck to more 
mundane details of running the de-
partment during her presentation 

than exotic animals. She explained 
that the department is split in six 
basic groups: 
	 •	 Field services – protect-
ing public health and safety through 
enforcement of the County’s Ani-
mal Ordinance, rabies control, field 
patrols and dead animal impounds.
	 •	 Shelter Operations – 
adoptions, transfers, intake and 
daily care, behavior assessment 
and maintenance of animals and 
kennels within their two shelters at 
Pinole and Martinez.
	 •	 Medical Services – care 
and treatment of animals, spay/
neuter surgeries, low-cost vaccina-
tion clinic.
	 •	 Clerical Division – dis-
patch and frontline support staff 
who take in excess of 600 calls 
some days.
	 •	 Volunteers – for animal 
socialization, adoption counseling, 
lost and found, mobile adoptions, 
transfer partner coordination.
	 •	 Administration – those 
who keep all the above running 
smoothly.
	 Ward explained that the biggest 
activity in Lafayette continues to 
be the removal of deceased animals 
– 229 over the past year, most usu-
ally deer and cats.  During the same 
time period there were 183 stray 
animal impounds, 48 noise and/or 
animal ordinance investigations, 
44 rabies exposure investigations, 
13 inhumane investigations and 13 
local agency assists (when animal 
services are called to assist police 
or fire in cases where animals are 
involved) in Lafayette.
	 Steve Burdo, community and 
media relations manager, said that 
there are times when it can be chal-
lenging to get to all the cases of 
deceased animals when they are 
prioritizing more urgent incidents 
in Lafayette, such as aggressive 
animals, or are responding to abuse 
and neglect cases or health and 
safety related issues, although over 
the last year they have dedicated 
two staff position solely for the 
purpose of addressing the issue of 
neglect.
	 Burdo pointed out that Lafay-
ette is a relatively lower volume 
community for their department in 

terms of activity when compared to 
the other cities in the county. “By 
way of reference, in 2015, CCAS 
handled over 4,500 activities in 
Richmond, over 4,400 in Concord 
and 1,400 in Lafayette.” He con-
tinued, “In terms of cost, cities pay 
based on a per capita rate, with 
each city paying $5.74 per capita. 
Equating cost to population, Lafay-
ette pays less than a more populat-
ed area such as Richmond or Con-
cord.”
	 As a municipal shelter CCAS 
is mandated to take in all dogs 
and cats as well as other animals 
that are sick injured, dangerous or 
potentially dangerous and under 
12 weeks of age. Because of this, 
Burdo says that CCAS is not and 
will likely never be a “no kill” shel-
ter. Some of the animals are not al-
ways prime candidates for adoption 
so CCAS works with hundreds of 
transfer partners, also referred to as 
animal rescue groups, that require a 
more experienced pet owner, rather 
than the casual adopter. “Our motto 
is, rather than saying no euthana-
sia, we prefer to say yes to saving 
lives.”
	 Given its challenges, the fig-
ures for the last few years are im-
pressive.  In 2011 the CCAS live 
release rate (percentage of animals 
that leave the shelter alive) was 46 
percent. It is currently up to 80 per-
cent.
	 When asked about the depart-

ment’s most bizarre case, Burdo 
says one that comes to the minds 
of some of the longest serving of-
ficers and employees was the time 
in 1987 that the department im-
pounded over 150 chihuahuas from 
a home in El Sobrante. “It was a 
hoarding case where the depart-
ment sent two officers under cover 
to investigate and bust. The dogs 
were in extremely poor condition. 
That is the largest dog impound 
that the department has ever had to 
handle. However, over the years, 
the department has handled calls 
regarding some pretty rare animals, 
including an African lion, alligators 
and we currently have an alpaca in 
our Martinez barn stables. Getting 
to experience amazing animals is a 
nice perk of the job.”
	 Burdo says the most frustrat-
ing part of his job is seeing neglect, 
abuse and injured animals. But, 
of the most enjoyable part of his 
work, he said, is, “Helping to create 
happy endings for the animals that 
enter our shelters, seeing the smiles 
on people’s faces when they adopt 
their new family member and wit-
nessing the everyday miracles and 
acts of compassion from our amaz-
ing staff and volunteers.”
	 CCAS has a Twelve Days of 
Adoption promotion beginning on 
Dec. 15 and running through Dec. 
27. The cost for all animal adop-
tions will be an all-inclusive $12 
fee.

Public Meetings
City Council	 Special Meetings
Monday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 10 a.m.
Lafayette City Offices, Conference 
Room #265, 3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Planning Commission
Monday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Design Review
Monday, Jan. 9, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:	
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:	
www.lafayettechamber.org

Lafayette Police Blotter

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

Lamorinda’s Best

We Lamorinda & Wish You A Wonderful Holiday Season!

Th ank You For Your Support In 2016!
Dana Green & Team

Kelly Wood
License #: 01931711

Todd Green
License #: 01892818

Lauren Woolsey
License #: 01940797

Lafayette Police 
Department Incident 
Summary Report 
Nov. 20 - Dec. 3

Alarms	 92
911 Calls (incl hang-ups)	 6
Noise complaints	 5
Traffic stops	 92
Suspicious Circumstances	 7
Suspicious Subjects	 14
Suspicious Vehicles	 29
Welfare Check	 20
Abandoned Vehicle
	 900 Block Moon Ct.
	 10 Block Topper Ct.
	 Marlene Dr./Carol Ln.
	 900 Block Risa Rd.
Animal Cruelty
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./1st St.
	 900 Block Leland Dr.
Auto Burglary
	 3300 Block Angelo St.
	 1300 Block El Curtola Blvd.
	 1400 Block Reliez Valley Rd.
	 3600 Block Nordstrom Ln.
	 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3700 Block St Francis Dr.
	 1300 Block El Curtola Blvd.
	 Pleasant Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Commercial Burglary
	 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3200 Block Mt Diablo Ct.
	 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Disturbing The Peace
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Drunk In Public
	 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Dui Misd
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Village Center
	 St. Marys Rd./N. Silverado Dr.
Fire/ems Response
	 4100 Block Happy Valley Rd.
	 500 Block Silverado Dr.
	 1300 Block Reliez Valley Rd.
Fireworks
	 10 Block My Rd.
Fraud Credit Card
	 1100 Block Palomares Ct.
Grand Theft
	 60 Block Silverwood Dr.
	 Deer Trail/Happy Valley Rd.
Hailed By Citizen
	 Golden Gate Way/1st St.
Harassment
	 1000 Block 2nd St.
	 Laf. Police Department
	 3600 Block Bickerstaff St.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Dewing Ave.
	 Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
	 Butler Dr./Acalanes Rd.
	 Old Tunnel Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Bl
	 1600 Block Springbrook Rd.
	 1300 Block Reliez Valley Rd.
	 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 900 Block Reliez Station Rd.
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./2nd St.
Identity Theft
	 900 Block Carol Ln.
	 900 Block Mountain View Dr.

	 10 Block Cabernet Ct.
	 Laf. Police Department
Illegal Entry
	 1400 Block Reliez Valley Rd.
Intoxicated Subj
	 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Juvenile Disturbance
	 Topper Ln./Topper Ct.
	 Silver Dell Rd./Shangri La Rd.
Misc. Burglary
	 1000 Block Carol Ln.
	 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Missing Adult
	 3900 Block S. Peardale Dr.
Missing Juvenile
	 3200 Block Marlene Dr.
Neighbor Dispute
	 1200 Block Warner Ct.
Panhandling
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft
	 4000 Block Natasha Dr.
	 900 Block Hawthorn Dr.
	 1000 Block Via Baja
	 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
	 3300 Block Mcgraw Ln.
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Prowler Seen	
	 1100 Block Glen Rd.
Public Nuisance
	 Marlene Dr./Carol Ln.
	 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reckless Driving
	 Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
	 Pleasant Hill Rd./Reliez Station Rd.
	 St. Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette Cr.
	 Deer Hill Rd./Oak Hill Rd.
	 3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.
	 St. Marys Rd./Glenside Dr.
	 Glenside Dr./Reliez Station Rd.
	 Lucas Dr./Huntleigh Dr.
Residential Burglary
	 800 Block Broadmoor Ct.
Run Away Juvenile
	 900 Block East St.
Shoplift
	 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Theft Access Card
	 3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Threats
	 100 Block Peaceful Ln.
	 3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass
	 3600 Block Bickerstaff St.
Unwanted Guest
	 3200 Block Acalanes Ave.
	 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism
	 3300 Block Rossi St.
	 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
	 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette Cr.
Vehicle Theft
	 800 Block Hope Ln.
	 1000 Block Carol Ln.
Warrant Arrest
	 600 Block Doreen Way
	 20 Block Sanford Ln.

End is in Sight for Mt. Diablo Roadwork
By Pippa Fisher

The east end of Mount Diablo Boulevard in La-
fayette will soon be smooth sailing for motorists 

who have been bumping over steel plates and avoiding 
countless orange cones.
	 The 30-inch diameter pipeline that will connect 
to the new Diablo Vista Pumping Plant is now com-
pletely installed under Mount Diablo Boulevard. The 

pipeline was pressure tested and connected to the wa-
ter distribution system. The road is being patched cur-
rently, after which there will be a break in roadwork on 
the busy street. 
	 Additional median island work will be completed 
in early 2017. It  will require limited traffic control fol-
lowed by final paving and striping.

County Animal Services Has Many Pet Projects
By Pippa Fisher

A staff member of CCAS and a friend. 	 Photo provided

Pamela Halloran
Real Estate Broker

Dare to 
DREAM

It starts with dreaming...
Where to go from here?  

How to make that happen?

Call Pamela and start turning 
your dreams into reality!

925.323.4100

pacificunion.com
A Member of Real Living
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From my family to yours...

May you have a warm, safe and very 
happy holiday season. 

We thank you for your continued 

Sincerely,
The Katzman Family

I am here for you.  
Never hesitate to call.

Lafayette’s Leland Reservoir 
Project is in the Pipeline
By Pippa Fisher

It is a long way off but the East 
Bay Municipal Utility District 

plans to reconstruct Lafayette’s Le-
land Reservoir. 
	 John Coleman, EBMUD direc-
tor and Jeni McGregor, EBMUD 
senior engineer, updated the La-
fayette City Council on the Leland 
Reservoir Project at the Nov. 28 
council meeting.
	 Following an environmental 
impact report next year, the $30 
million project will go to design 
from 2020-2022, with construction 
planned for 2022-2024.
	 Coleman made the initial ob-

servation that the Leland Reservoir 
is at its breaking point. Smaller 
capacity tanks are needed to re-
place the current 18-million-gallon, 
60-year-old storage infrastructure 
at 1040 Leland Drive.
	 McGregor said that at present 
the 36-inch diameter critical trans-
mission pipeline runs from the La-
fayette Water Treatment Plant to the 
Leland Reservoir via Old Tunnel 
Road and then to the EBMUD prop-
erty by way of a narrow 15-foot, un-
paved and hard-to-maintain right of 
way.        ... continued on page A9

Photo Pippa Fisher

Lafayette Couple Hosts 
Community Sing-along 
By Cathy Dausman 

Oh come, all ye faithful — as 
well as those who may be 

slightly less so — to the Holiday 
Sing-along, at 7 p.m. Dec. 22, rain 
or shine, at Lafayette Plaza Park. 
	 Organizer Michael Zampa was 
inspired by the song “Christmas 
Eve in my Home Town,” with its 
lyrics of “carols in the square, 
laughter everywhere.” 
	 “It’s the one time a year you 
get the whole community out 
there to feel good,” he says. And 
when Zampa says “community” 
he means all of Lamorinda. The 
Lafayette man and his wife Lynn 
began the tradition when their chil-
dren were little; not even a five-
year stint in Asia kept them from 
their song leading, as they returned 
to the U.S. at Christmas each year 
just in time to pull the sing-along 
together. 
	 “It started with people we 
knew,” Zampa says, and at one 
time grew to as many as 100 
participants. The younger gen-
eration, some of whom sang in 
choirs at Campolindo or Acalanes 
high schools, now returns to meet 
friends. One year Lafayette’s po-
lice chief led a chorus of “Jingle 
Bells.” And rain does not deter 
the crowd. When 50 singers were 
forced to huddle in the rain under 
the Park Theater marquee one year, 

the overflow gathered under a golf 
umbrella generously held aloft by a 
cowboy hat-wearing participant. 
	 Another year, after “continu-
ous days of rain,” the skies cleared 
for the sing-along, which was fol-
lowed with a rowdy game of mud 
football. 
	 Zampa once sang lead in a San 
Francisco based barbershop quar-
tet, but he sets the musical bar at 
“enthusiastic and casual” for this 
holiday song fest. He supplies the 
lyrics, and starts in a key he thinks 
makes the high notes accessible. 
One year an accompanist with a 
ukulele was consistently off-key. 
“It was the most discordant sing-
ing ever,” he admits. But Lafayette 
Chamber of Commerce director 
Jay Lifson says “you don’t need to 
be a member of the Vienna Boys’ 
Choir (to join in)” 
	 Lifson, who has attended 
several times, calls Zampa “a 
natural-born leader and a ham.”  
	 Dress code is “whatever feels 
comfortable and warm,” Zampa 
says, adding that he’s performed 
variously in shorts or pajamas. 
	 While Zampa can’t pinpoint the 
year the event started, he thinks it 
was 12 to 15 years ago. “For the 
last eight years it’s been the “10th 
Annual” event,” he laughs.
	

Mike Zampa leads a sing-along with friend Dash Footman.   Photo C. Isaacs

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.comCalBRE#: 01408025

CalBRE#: 01367466



  Page:   A4                 LAMORINDA WEEKLY               925-377-0977            www.lamorindaweekly.com       Wednesday, December 14, 2016

Moraga
Public Meetings
City Council	
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m.	
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m., cancelled
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 7 p.m., cancelled
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Thursday, Jan. 10, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Library
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:	
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:	
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:	
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

11/15 Civil Dispute	
Children, children—who’s got the 
children? A concerned citizen on 
La Salle Drive reported two small 
children missed a child exchange. 
The separated adults haven’t 
obtained child custody orders, 
but police found the children well 
cared for.

11/15 Speeding/false license	
Police found the driver of a 
speeding Jeep Patriot (57 mph in 
a 35 zone) doubly patriotic when 
they discovered he held a second, 
illegal driver’s license. He was 
arrested and released at the scene.  

11/16 Burglary	
A neighbor notified police about 
an open door/window at a vacant 
house on Cedarwood Drive. It was 
ransacked and burgled. 

11/17 Letter
A resident of Hardie Place received 
a letter regarding the outcome of 
a recent election and wanted it 
documented. She’s unsure who sent 
it. Considering the recent elections, 
that’s not unusual…

11/18 Warrant arrest	
Some days it just doesn’t pay to go 
to work. Subject shows up, triggers 
the alarm, police arrive – and find 
said subject was the subject herself 
of a $6,000 outstanding Santa 
Clara County warrant. Subject 
transported to Martinez Detention 
Facility. Sorry boss – the police ate 
(up) my work day!

11/22 Unresponsive victim
Police and paramedics responded 
to a Birchwood Drive residence 
where an unresponsive subject 
was found inside. The subject was 
pronounced deceased at the scene. 

11/24 Assault
An apparently slow-to-anger 
man transporting his father to 
Canyon suffered verbal abuse 
which escalated to pushing and 
punching from a male none too 
happy about the first man’s car 
door allegedly bumping his truck. 
The victim declined to press 
battery charges even after the 
truck driver followed the subject 
home.   

11/26 Recovered Vehicle
An ex-boyfriend said to have stolen 
a vehicle must have had a change 
of heart; police found the vehicle 
parked near the owner’s house less 
than 24 hours after it was taken. 
Wonder if the carjacker topped off 
the tank first. 

11/27 Robbery
Police suspect the person reporting 
a carjacking incident was actually 

driving a stolen vehicle. The case 
remains under investigation. 

11/28 Vehicle Tampering
You’re a mean one, Mr. Grinch, for 
messing with my car. You entered 
during darkness and you tampered 
with my (ignition) switch; still I 
won’t have to hitch… Max to my 
car (it still works). 

Alarms:
11/16	 300 block Rheem Blvd.
11/16	 1600 block School Street
11/18	 400 block Donald Drive
11/23	 100 block Hardie Drive
11/25	 600 block Augusta Drive
11/25	 100 block Fairfield Place
11/26 	 100 blockj San Pablo Court
Burglaries:
11/24	 100 block Miramonte Drive 
	 (auto and storage unit)
11/26	 1900 block Ascot Drive; 
	 car window smashed
11/28		  400 block Center Street; 
	 car window smashed
11/28 		 recovered vehicle missing 
	 camper shell and stereo 
11/29	 car keyed at Safeway lot 
11/16	 ID theft: 
Fraudulent charges of $2,500 were 
reversed.
11/29	 Phone fraud:
Several thousand dollars lost when 
“family member” claimed arrest.

Moraga 
Police 
Report

Gary Bernie   &   Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie Ken Ryerson

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686144 CalBRE#01418309 
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If you are considering selling your home, 
give us a call for assistance.

Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Moraga Police Blotter

Nov. 1 to Nov. 15

Landslide Pushes Rheem Closure into Late January 
By Sophie Braccini

As Moraga Public Works Director Ed-
ric Kwan puts it, Moraga and Orinda are 

known in the region for their active earth move-
ments that can become quite disruptive to con-
struction projects. 
	 That is what happened in the Bellavista de-
velopment (formerly known as Rancho Laguna 
II), the site that borders Rheem Boulevard be-
tween St. Mary’s Road and Moraga Road: a 
landslide was activated close enough to a home 
site that repairs on the boulevard had to be in-
terrupted to free resources to mediate the slide. 
As a result, that portion of the roadway that was 
supposed to reopen at the beginning of Decem-
ber will stay closed until January, if the weather 
cooperates.
	 Kwan says that the Bellavista site contains 
a significant number of old landslides, most of 
them in open spaces that will not be built on 
by developer SummerHill Homes. The project 
proposes 27 homes, 10 along Rheem Boulevard 
and the 17 others up the hill. The slide that got 
activated recently was located behind lot 11, 
which is located along Rheem Boulevard. Kwan 
said that when the project was adopted, the city 
and developer were aware of the existence of 
the dormant landslide that was recently activat-
ed behind lot 11. 
	 “It would have been a burden on the Bel-
lavista Home Owner Association if the landslide 
had activated after the homes were built and 

sold,” Kwan said, who adds that in that regard, 
he is very satisfied that it happened now and is 
being fixed by the developer. He confirms that 
the other slides on the 179-acre property are 
located in open space, away from the new pro-
posed homes. 
	 Since it was part of SummerHill condi-
tions of approval to repair Rheem Boulevard, 
it was that company’s resources that were on-
site and were shifted from the road repair to 
address the slide. The town staff added in a 
written communication that “the ground, as 

would be expected, is now quite wet, and the 
contractor’s efforts to keep the roadway area 
dry by covering the entire roadway with plastic 
sheeting was of limited success. The project re-
quires a forecast for dry weather for at least five  
consecutive days in order for state and federal 
environmental regulatory agencies to allow the 
developer to work on the project.” 
	 The date to reopen the boulevard on Jan. 20 
includes 15 days of delay, but will be pushed 
further into January if continuous rain delays the 
repairs further.

Moraga’s Departing Mayor Has Some Regrets
By Sophie Braccini

This year is the last of Mike 
Metcalf’s service to the town 

of Moraga as an elected official. 
	 For 12 years he has volun-
teered as a council member, in-
cluding three terms as mayor. He 
had served an additional six years 
on the planning commission prior 
to the council. Eighteen years in 
the life of the retired Chevron 
engineer have been dedicated to 

making Moraga a better place to 
live. He leaves with several grati-
fications: the approval of Measure 
K ― the 1-percent add-on sales 
tax for the roads; and a shift to the 
perception that Moraga does not 
have a spending problem, but a 
revenue problem. Yet there were 
too many regrets and disappoint-
ments to compel him to continue 
in office. It was time to retire. He 
feels now free to speak about it.
	 “Twelve years has been quite 
long,” says the retiring mayor. 
“There have been too many dis-
appointments, and the same is-
sues keep coming back.” Looking 
at the last 18 years, he notes how 
little has been accomplished over 
so long a period, and how resis-
tant to change and close-minded 
some people can be. He envisages 
Moraga remaining a small town 
with great potential for enhanced 
charm, yet entangled in old issues 
that no one seems able to unravel.  
	 He vividly remembers one of 
the first very first meetings he at-
tended as planning commissioner 
18 years ago. The topic was the 
approval of the vesting map for 
the country club extension, some 
50 homes, which to this day re-
main unbuilt. He remembers a 
visibly unhappy man sitting in 
the front row of the auditorium, 
who stood up after the staff report 
and made it clear to the commis-
sion that the hearing was a waste 
of time, since the project was a 
done deal. This was Metcalf’s 
first encounter with Russell Bruz-
zone, the property owner. Appar-
ently Bruzzone resented the town 
having any say over what he was 
planning to do with his property, 
Metcalf says.
	 Bruzzone passed away in 
June of 2001. Since then, the re-
sentment of the Bruzzone family 
toward the town has been hard to 
mistake, Metcalf believes. Bitter-
ness and distrust have continued 
between the town and this major 
property owner, resulting in stag-
nation in the town center, Metcalf 
says.
	 The Moraga Center Specific 

Plan area is owned almost entirely 
by this family. Metcalf recalls that 
it took eight years to develop the 
Specific Plan, “easily two years 
of that was senseless argument, 
sometimes the fault the town,” re-
calls Metcalf. He regrets that the 
Bruzzone family refused to ne-
gotiate a development agreement 
with the town. “What we were 
trying to do was to put an appa-
ratus in place to develop the pub-
lic infrastructure that goes with 
the plan (such as the extension 
of School Street), but for them it 
seemed more about control,” he 
says. To him, it remains very sad.
	 His fellow residents in some 
instances have also disappointed 
Metcalf. 
	 In his view the attempt to get 
a referendum against the City 
Ventures project was disingenu-
ous and cynical. “It was not at all 
legal, and the petitioners probably 
knew it, evidently trying to make 
the approval process so difficult 
that the developer would simply 
walk away,” he says. He person-
ally believes that this develop-
ment along Moraga Way, next to 
the fire station, will turn out just 
fine once the construction is com-
plete and the landscaping fills in. 
“It will be so much better than the 
vacant lot it is now,” he says. 
	 Another of Metcalf’s major 
regrets has to do with the Haci-
enda de las Flores. His wife, Sha-
ron, is an architect by training, 
who was a volunteer for the Ha-
cienda Foundation for years with 
her friend Judy Dinkle and sever-
al other volunteers. Metcalf truly 
supported and liked the work that 
was done by the architect firm 
Gould Evans, and the concept of 
a public/private partnership to 
develop the property. This work 
represented a great beginning to 
establishing a business plan for 
what he calls a public treasure, 
providing some much-needed 
amenities for the town. The 
mayor was disheartened when 
the project was abruptly derailed 
and died. “It was like watching a 
train wreck in slow motion,” he 

remembers.
	 Metcalf can take credit for the 
process that led to the adoption of 
Measure K. It started with getting 
the town’s finances on the right 
track, hiring quality auditors, 
forming an audit and finance com-
mittee, and hiring real profession-
als to manage the town finances. 
He is proud that town staff contin-
ues to receive peer awards for su-
perlative financial reporting, and 
that the town enjoys a high credit 
rating. He supported the 2009 
study by the revenue enhance-
ment committee that showed that 
the city was not overspending and 
needed new sources of revenue to 
take care of its infrastructure. He 
involved himself in the outreach 
that followed and led to passage 
of Measure K ― remarkably, by 
over 70 percent voter approval. 
He believes that this instructive 
approach is necessary to build 
residents’ trust and support for 
any project. He hopes that such a 
process will be used for funding 
the needed storm drain repair. 
	 Over the years Metcalf has 
formed several meaningful 
friendships, including with the 
long-standing town staff. He re-
members fondly John Carey on 
the planning commission: “the 
brightest and most enjoyable 
man I worked with.” He also 
very much appreciated Howard 
Harpham, who was council mem-
ber for four years, for his intelli-
gence, wit and integrity. For many 
years he has worked alongside 
Dave Trotter. “We are very dif-
ferent people, but we understand 
each other pretty well, and get 
things done,” he says.
	 Metcalf is not concerned at all 
about having nothing to do as he 
steps down. He says that from his 
now long life, much remains yet 
to be done. He has a lot of things 
going on and a long bucket list he 
wants to get to. It is likely that he 
will continue to contribute to the 
town of Moraga, if only as a part 
of the Kiwanis Club of Moraga 
Valley, in which he has been in-
volved with for about 12 years.

A landslide is slowing work at Bellavista. 	 Photo Andy Scheck

Mike Metcalf      Photo Sophie Braccini
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Independent Brokerage 
Since 2000

Five Realtors Strong
62 Years Experience! 

Alex Gailas
Broker/President

CalBRE#01305545

925-788-0229

Certified Residential  
Lamorinda Specialist

31 Years Orinda Resident

Thinking About Selling?
Call me today! 

Expert advice is more essential than ever before.

Alex@AGRealty1.com
Visit MLS at www.AlexGailas.com

office # 925-254-7600 
43 Moraga WAy, Ste 203, Orinda

Broker/President   
Certified Residential Specialist

Lamorinda’s Real Estate 
Brokerage since 2000

5 Agents team

CALL ME TODAY AND SAVE THOUSANDS

Top Lamorinda Broker 
Service-Performance-Integrity

925-254-7600
Alex@AGRealty1.com

CalBRE#01305545

www.Alexgailas.com

43 Moraga Way, Ste 203, Orinda

Moraga Drive-
Through: From Burger 
King to Starbucks
By Sophie Braccini

Don’t line up just yet to get 
your Chestnut Praline Latte 

at the drive-through Starbucks: 
the building is still Burger King. 
But the Seattle-based coffee com-
pany has plans to take over the 
stand-alone building at Moraga’s 
Rheem Center, with the objective 
of making it a larger community 
cafe experience than is now of-
fered. The new location should 
be ready for business by next fall, 
said Moraga Starbucks manager 
Amanda Sargent.
	 The planning commission 
approved 4-1 on Dec. 5 the ap-
plication presented by the Rheem 
Center property owner, U.S. Re-
alty Partners, Inc., and Starbucks 
Inc. to convert and improve the 
Burger King drive-through. The 
footprint of the building will not 
change, but the exterior and in-
terior will be renovated, and a 
600-foot enclosed patio added. 
As the Starbucks representative 
explained it to the commission-
ers, the company will transfer the 
existing 1,600-square-foot facility 
now operating in the building next 
to Burger King to a 3,000-square-
foot cafe. She added that the com-

pany plans to add seven to 10 
employees to the 14 they already 
employ in Moraga.
	 However, commissioner 
Kymberleigh Korpus appealed 
the decision because of one stick-
ing point: The new Starbucks 
calls for gender-neutral, fam-
ily restrooms, and Korpus wants 
women-only and men-only ones.
	 “Though I was very impressed 
with the project overall, I view 
Starbucks’ reliance upon only a 
single ‘gender neutral’ commu-
nal bathroom for restrooms as 
a safety issue that cannot be ig-
nored,” she wrote in a letter to at-
torney Ellen Rosenbluth and town 
planner Kelly Clancy. “As we 
discussed, Moraga is generally 
safe, but I believe overwhelming 
evidence supports the conclu-
sion that children, women and 
impaired persons are physically 
safer in all-women bathrooms 
than in bathrooms used by men.”
	 Korpus said she hopes the cur-
rent town council can decide the 
issue before the new town council 
takes over, so there as not to cause 
any unnecessary delay for the ap-
plicant.” ... continued on page A11

APR.COM
Over 30 Offices Serving The Bay Area Including Orinda  925.258.1111

More than just a home, it’s a 

WINTER  
WONDERLAND

Photos Eric Dausman

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Sign up for Winter/Spring
Classes and Activities

Resolve to recreate locally!

Moraga residents and visitors gathered at The 
Commons on a cool but dry December evening 
for the annual lighting of the town Christmas tree. 
Carols provided by Lamorinda Theater Academy 
and hot chocolate and cookies by Moraga Youth 
Involvement. Ho ho ho’s supplied by Santa him-
self. —C. Dausman
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Orinda
Public Meetings
City Council	
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
Orinda Libraray

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2016, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
City Hall, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda

School Board Meetings
Orinda Unified School District 
Monday, Jan. 9, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:	
www.orindaassociation.org

Alarms	 38
Noise complaints	  4	
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)	   3	
Traffic stops	 60
Suspicious Circumstances	  10	
Suspicious Subjects	   10
Suspicious Vehicles	   10
Abandoned Vehicle
	 200 block Holly Ln.
Assault/deadly weapon
	 CVS
Barking Dog
	 40 block Overhill Road
Burglary
	 Wilder/Wild Lilac
	 300 block Camino Sobrante 
Burglary, Commercial
	 50 block Vashell Way 
	 10 block Theatre Square
Burglary, Residential
	 300 block La Espiral
Dependent Adult abuse
	 100 block Camino Sobrante 
Dispute
	 40 block Lost Valley Dr.
	 40 block Underhill Rd. (2)	
Civil
	 10 block Theatre Square
	 Holy Shepherd	
Disturbance	  	
	 Donald Dr./Hall Blvd.
	 Moraga Valley Swim/Tennis
	 60 block Via Farallon 
	 Donald Dr./Alice Ln. (2)
	 Safeway
DUI
	 St Stephens/Tahos Rd. (2)
	 Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
Field Training
 	 Miramonte High School 
Hit & Run
	 80 block Davis Rd
Health & Safety violation
	 Theatre Square
ID Theft	  	
	 10 block El Sueno
	 10 block Sanborn Rd.
Illegal Entry
	 100 block El Toyonal 
Missing Adult
	 20 block Peppertree Terrace
Police/Fire/ EMS
	 40 block Underhill Rd.
Public Nuisance
	 Hall Dr./Easton Ct.
	 Starbucks 
Reckless Driving	
	 Hwy 24/Orinda
	 Camino Pablo/Claremont Ave.	
 	 Hwy 24/Camino Pablo (3)
	 Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
	 Village Square 
	 Camino Pablo/Bear Creek 
	 Via Las Cruces/St Stephens 
	 Orinda Way/Camino Sobrante
	 San Pablo Dam Rd./Camino Pablo 
Shoplift
	 Safeway
Theft, Petty
	 Rite Aid
	 Safeway
	 Library
	 100 block Camino Sobrante 

Theft, Vehicle
	 100 block Moraga Way 
Unwanted Guest
	 20 block Orinda Way	
Vandalism
	 20 block East Altarinda
	 Northwood Dr./Southwood 
Warrant Service/Arrest
	 60 block Oak Road

Orinda Police 
Department Incident 
Summary Report 
Nov. 20 to Dec. 3
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Find Local Businesses with New Explore Orinda App
By Sora O’Doherty

Did you know that the Orin-
da Chamber of Commerce 

membership list includes a zoo?
	 The Orinda Chamber of Com-
merce recently unveiled a new 
smart phone application that al-
lows users to easily locate all of the 
Chamber businesses — including 
a zoo — by member category. All 
Chamber of Commerce member 
businesses automatically receive a 
listing in the new Explore Orinda 
app, which will be updated in real 
time whenever members update 
their information with the Cham-
ber. Businesses are listed by ap-
proximately 60 categories from 
accountants to zoos, including 
auto repair, banks, books, caterers, 
florists, government, jewelers and 
mortgages.
	 The development of the Ex-
plore Orinda app was a collabora-

tive effort between the Chamber 
and Champagne Design, accord-
ing to Champagne Design owner 
Lynn McAuliffe. McAuliffe said 
that her company worked closely 
with current Orinda Chamber 
President Roy Hodgkinson,who 
was instrumental in defining 
what the app was to accomplish 
and how it would function. It 
took nearly a year to define and 
refine the final product with the 
app developers. McAuliffe added 
that they are still working on im-
provements which they plan to 
implement soon. Chamber Ex-
ecutive Director Sophie Braccini 
said that the project was initially 
funded by a grant from the Orinda 
Community Foundation and that 
the Chamber is seeking a further 
grant for future improvements to 
the app.

	 Approximately 90 percent of 
the businesses included on the app 
are located in Orinda; the other 
10 percent are located in Lam-
orinda and the surrounding area. 
Any business may choose to be 
a member of the Orinda Cham-
ber, like the Oakland Zoo, which 
has the zoo category all to itself.  
As soon as a new business joins 
the Chamber, Braccini adds that 
business to the Website Member 
Directory and it will then also be 
available on the app. 
	 Chamber members are respon-
sible for updating the specific in-
formation about their business on 
the website, including logo, social 
media links, description and most 
of all, images that support their  
business. The app has a built-
in slide show for each business. 
Clicking on a business in the app 

brings up a detailed landing page 
that may include a slideshow of 
images loaded by the business 
owner. So, for example, Casa 
Orinda offers photos of the res-
taurant interior and a picture of its 
famous fried chicken.
	 There is no additional cost to 
Chamber members to be listed 
on the mobile app, as it one of 
the resources that the Chamber 
has developed to help Chamber 
businesses expand their market-
ing reach to the community and 
visitors to Orinda. The Cham-
ber’s strategy to counter the nega-
tive effects of online shopping on 
downtown businesses is to remind 
people about the benefits of doing 
business locally and to make local 
businesses easier to locate.
	 The Explore Orinda app is 
now available for download on 
the Apple App Store and Google 
Play; however Champagne De-
sign is still working out some 
bugs and planning enhancements. 
Future improvements may include 
push notifications for businesses 
to get the word out to their fol-
lowers about special events, pro-
motions and sales. Examples of 
push notifications would be for 
real estate agents to send out a 
new home-for-sale listing to their 
audience as soon as they have the 
listing available or for a restaurant 
to announce the details of an event 
it will be hosting.

The BEST Way for Local Businesses to Go Green
By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda is turning green, not 
just for the holidays but all 

year long, by availing itself of 
programs designed to lower utility 
costs and greenhouse gasses at its 
businesses.  
	 A new California law, SB 
32, requires cities to reduce 
their greenhouse gasses. Gov.
Brown signed SB 32 in Septem-
ber, the landmark energy and 
climate change legislation that 
requires California to reduce emis-
sions to well below 1990 levels.  
	 Business are trying to reduce 
their costs and so are looking at 
increasing energy efficiency. Until 
recently, however, cities were un-
aware that businesses within their 
borders were helping them meet 
their goals, and businesses were 
unaware that their efforts are help-
ing the cities. 
	 According to Lynda Descham-
bault, former Moraga mayor and 
executive director of Contra Costa 
County Climate Leaders (4CL), 
businesses are “low hanging fruit” 
for cities trying to improve their 
numbers.
	 In an effort to bring together 
businesses and city governments, 
4CL held a workshop recently  
on Cities and Businesses: Work-
ing Together to Meet SB 32 and 
Community-wide Climate Action 
Plan Goals. One of the present-
ers at that workshop was Stephen 
Wolcott, program manager for sus-
tainable energy use at DNV-GL, an 

Oakland-based firm. He explained 
about the Business Energy Servic-
es Team (BEST) program offered 
to small- and medium-sized busi-
nesses located in select cities in the 
East Bay area. The primary focus 
of this program is to help busi-
nesses reduce their electricity cost 
by increasing their facility’s energy 
efficiency. The BEST program 
promotes the installation and use 
of cost-effective, high-efficiency 
lighting, refrigeration and custom-
ized technologies through program 
incentives. 
	 There are many programs 
aimed at big business, but not so 
many that try to help small busi-
nesses, like mom and pop shops 
with under $1 million profits annu-
ally that consume under 200 peak 
kilowatt hours. That’s the majority 
of Orinda businesses.
	 Wolcott has been working with 
Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga to 
help businesses that have fewer than 
10 employees, or whose owners are 
perhaps non-English speakers, to 
access energy efficient incentive 
programs. He notes that there has 
been a significant uptick in local 
businesses availing themselves of 
improvements that may lower their 
energy consumption while at the 
same time creating a more pleas-
ant environment for both custom-
ers and employees. The Lafayette 
Chamber of Commerce has been 
particularly active, and Orinda is 
also showing increased interest, he 
says. Orinda has a high number of 
businesses making use of BEST, 
according to Jency James, senior 
consultant for 4CL.
	 There is a pool of money made 
available by PG&E, mandated 
by the California Public Utilities 
Commission, to be used to provide 
incentives for California businesses 
to become more energy efficient. 
Businesses who undertake im-

provements may find that between 
20 and 100 percent of their costs 
can be offset. BEST is one of the 
many rebate programs available.
	 The program has many positive 
benefits, according to Wolcott. The 
contractors working on energy ef-
ficient installations are local busi-
nesses serving their own communi-
ties. Cities have to achieve energy 
goals to increase energy efficiency 
and reduce carbon dioxide emis-
sions. This proves to be good for 
the environment without giving 
anything up, so it is a win-win situ-
ation. 
	 For example, a gas station 
could lower its energy costs by 70 
percent by switching to more effi-
cient refrigeration and LED light-
ing. Since DNV-GL began provid-
ing services to this community in 
2002, their work has saved on 100 
million kilowatt hours.
	 Wolcott explained that some 
businesses are hard to reach with 

energy efficient solutions, which 
is why DNV-GL is working with 
PG&E and municipalities in Con-
tra Costa and Alameda Counties to 
reach small businesses that might 
not otherwise be aware of the op-
portunities open to them. 
	 The programs for 2016 have 
concluded, but in late January, 
small businesses can apply for 
no-cost audits where an auditor 
will come to the business and as-
sess what the business is capable 
of doing and advise what it should 
do. DNV-GL works with nonprofit 
partners including Sustainable 
Contra Costa County. If the work 
required for the energy efficient 
installation is over $5,000, there is 
a program where the work can be 
financed by a 0 percent loan from 
PG&E which is then repaid from 
the energy savings per month. 
Project costs range from $75 to 
$60,000; most are between $1,500 
and $10,000.

Maureen Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com
www.MaureenWilbur.com   CalBRE #01268536

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor

sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Wishing Everyone a Happy,
Healthy and Prosperous 2017! 

I am blessed to have your support,
Thank You All.

Sample screen shots of the Orinda App	 Courtesy Orinda Chamber of Commerce
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Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

CalBRE#01335916

Wishing all of  my clients, friends and neighbors
joyful holidays and best wishes for a healthy and

prosperous new year!    Frank Woodward

Making the Season Bright

Orinda welcomes the holiday season with the annual lighting of the East Bay Hospice 
Tree of Lights. This year marks the 30th year that Trees of Lights have been lit, to 
comfort members of the community who have incurred a loss of a loved one, and to 
raise funds to support Hospice East Bay’s patient care services. The young voices of the 
Orinda Children’s Choir, directed by Ron Pickett, with students from all four Orinda 
elementary school and Orinda Intermediate School, graced the welcoming of the holiday 
season prior to the lighting of the Tree of Lights and the arrival of Santa on a fire engine.  
—S. O’Doherty

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust

Coldwell Banker Orinda

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a 
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

For the exceptional real estate service you deserve, contact Coldwell Banker today. 

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

ColdwellBankerHomes.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

THIS IS HOME
 

This is where loved ones gather, the magic 
of the season unfolds and happiness and 

laughter reside.
 

Coldwell Banker. Where Home Begins.

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting

new
patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda

(925) 254-3725

The Orinda Children’s Choir performed on Dec. 3                                      Photos Sora O’Doherty
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Fire Districts
Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 5:30 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting 
location, times and agendas.  Visit 
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Jan. 17, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Share your thoughts, 
insights and opinions 

with your 
community.  

Send a letter to the 
editor: 

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

MOFD Officials Jump Right into Water Flow Project
By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
wasted no time tackling one 

of the critical goals of its recently 
approved Strategic Plan when Fire 
Chief Stephen Healy and director 
Brad Barber met with East Bay 
Municipal Utility District officials 
requesting the upgrade of the water 
supply to district fire hydrants.
	 Barber noted that the water dis-
trict had given MOFD a $50 mil-
lion estimate in 1997 to bring all 
of the pipes in the fire district up to 
the highest standard of water flow. 
Since then, while some of the pipes 
have been upgraded, inflation has 

eaten up the money saved and the 
cost today would very likely ap-
proach the same number. “It would 
be a number beyond EBMUD’s ca-
pacity to repair,” Barber said at the 
Dec. 7 district meeting.
	 Instead, the district will look at a 
tiered approach to piping infrastruc-
ture replacement. Step one may in-
clude the upgrade of the inadequate 
water flow from “red top” hydrants 
- those barely pumping 500 gallons 
of water per minute - to a marginally 
adequate rate of up to 1,000 gallons 
per minute - “orange top” hydrants. 
Green caps indicate good flow, be-

tween 1,000 and 1,500 GPM, with 
blue yielding superior flow at more 
than 1,500 GPM. Approximately 40 
red top and 250 orange top hydrants 
exist in the district, out of a total of 
more than 1,400. 
	 Other variables include con-
centrations of inadequate hydrants, 
possibly obviating the need to fix all 
of the problem hydrants in one loca-
tion as long as at least one hydrant 
pumps an adequate water supply. 
“Like in the Charles Hill area,” said 
Division 5 director Craig Jorgens, 
on the board at his first MOFD dis-
trict meeting. “Maybe in some areas 

it’s more critical for an orange hy-
drant to be brought up to the green 
level rather than a red to an orange.”
	 In addition, timing for the wa-
ter flow improvements is para-
mount: The district would like to 
coordinate the piping upgrades with 
Orinda as the city continues its road 
paving project. 
	 Barber said that EBMUD plans 
to report to MOFD early next year 
on the costs of the various upgrade 
tiers, possibly at a fire district meet-
ing. “If they are willing to come,” 
Barber said.

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

MOFD Firefighter Reflects on the Ghost Ship Fire
By Nick Marnell

Lucas Lambert got the call at 
10:30 a.m. Sunday. Of course 

he knew why. The Oakland Fire 
Department needed help, and as 
a member of the East Bay Inci-
dent Management Team, an inter-
agency all-risk firefighting unit, 
Lambert took off to International 
Boulevard and 31st Ave. — the 
Ghost Ship fire.
	 “We are an all-risk team that 
responds to incidents that go be-
yond a 24-hour period,” said the 
Moraga-Orinda Fire District fire-
fighter-paramedic, who reported 
to the incident command post at 
the Wendy’s Restaurant across the 
street from the live-work space 
fire that killed 36 people.
	 The three-alarm blaze began 
late on the night of Dec. 2, and the 
fire had been extinguished long 
before Sunday morning. What 
OFD needed was a safety officer, 
an officer to provide for the care 
of the firefighters, and that became 
Lambert’s assignment. “Someone 
to stare back and take in the big 
picture,” he said. “As firefighters 
we often get so focused and so 
task oriented, we need to keep ev-
erything in balance.”
	 So he had to go into what was 
left of the building and learn the 
details of the operation, which at 
that point had phased into recov-
ery mode. Lambert had to con-
firm that all firefighters’ personal 
protective equipment was func-
tioning properly and not compro-
mised by the high amount of par-
ticulate matter still in the air. He 

checked the structural integrity 
of the building with the structural 
engineers who removed drooping 
material from the walls that was in 
danger of collapsing onto the fire-
fighters. “The walls looked like a 
wet cracker,” said one of the engi-
neers. 
	 Lambert also participated in 
firefighter stress debriefings. 
	 Right about the time Lambert 
arrived at the building, firefight-
ers were removing the dead from 
the rubble. One of the firefighters 
told Lambert that he knows that he 
pulled bodies from the building, 
but he remembered nothing of the 
specifics. 

	 “Anyone who entered that 
building would be lying if they 
say it didn’t affect them,” Lambert 
said. “Every time that you respond 
to something like this, it takes a 
little bit out of you.” Out of re-
spect for those affected, Lambert 
would not go into detail of what 
he witnessed.
	 “Personally, it wasn’t some-
thing that I wanted to see, but I 
feel comfortable with the work 
that we did for the victims and 
their families,” he said.
	 And also for the responders. 
The industry has progressed far 
from the tough-guy culture and 
recognizes the needs of the fire-

fighters who often have difficulty 
after, and sometimes during, the 
fact. Assistance programs are 
available at the county level for 
long-term stress and psychologi-
cal issues, but Lambert said that 
the firefighters still feel most com-
fortable talking with each other. 
	 “No human being should have 
to witness this,” commented one 
of the first responders. But human 
beings do exist who are not only 
able to witness a tragedy like this 
but able to mitigate the disaster.  
	 Those human beings  
are called to the firefighting pro-
fession.

During Fire, Officials Say Know Your Exit Strategy
By Nick Marnell

Often it takes an incident like 
the Oakland Ghost Ship fire 

to jolt people into action to prevent 
a similar tragedy. As such, officials 
of the Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
and the Contra Costa County Fire 
Protection District emphasized 
the importance of adhering to fire 
codes and heeding fire prevention 

advice in order to stay safe in an 
emergency situation. 
	 “The fire prevention bureau is 
often overlooked as a valuable part 
of the fire district,” said ConFire 
Chief Jeff Carman. Indeed, most 
revere the fire suppression teams 
and the firefighters as heroes who 
put themselves at risk to save lives 
and property, with the fire preven-
tion division looked on as a nui-
sance and a symbol of government 
bureaucracy.  
	 But fire inspectors and code en-
forcers indirectly save many lives, 
probably more lives than do the 
firefighters, Carman said. Fire pre-
vention work is often contentious, 
dealing with developers, contrac-
tors and private parties in an at-
tempt to apply the fire and build-
ing codes. Lives potentially saved 
include not only civilians but fire-
fighters as well.
	 “The number one source of 
our code violations is exiting,” 
said Robert Marshall, ConFire fire 

marshal. “Lights burnt out, the exit 
sign turned the wrong way, blocked 
exits.” He stressed the need for 
education at home, especially for 
children: Teach the kids exit drills. 
Know two ways out of the house at 
all times. Before enjoying a feature 
at the Rheem Theatre, scope out 
the exits. Tell visitors staying at the 
Lafayette Park Hotel to be sure to 
locate the exit stairway. Stay alert 
at the Bruns Amphitheater.
	 “Focus on that exit sign. Walk 
toward it. It will lead you to the 
way out,” Marshall said. “If you 
can’t see a way out, your life is 
in danger.” He noted that the 36 
people killed in the Ghost Ship fire 
could not escape in under five min-
utes, yet at no time were they more 
than 50 feet from an exit.
	 As there are no crowded live-
work warehouse-type structures 
in the district, MOFD fire mar-
shal Kathy Leonard said that the 
larger concern in the Lamorinda 
area is a devastating wildfire, and 

that providing defensible space 
around your property is critical for 
your protection. “We do code in-
spections for a reason,” she said. 
ConFire does about 12,000 code 
inspections per year, MOFD about 
1,100.
	 “Had the fire code been adhered 
to it would not have resulted in the 
high number of fatalities we saw 
there,” Carman said of the Ghost 
Ship tragedy. “Unfortunately, the 
Oakland fire is a stark reminder that 
the codes are there for a reason and 
if followed they will ultimately re-
duce the loss of life and property.”
	 Fire officials recommend this 
action plan: If you intend to put on 
an event, call the district. The fire 
prevention bureau will inspect the 
venue and walk you through the 
necessary safety requirements. 
	 Marshall sounded more hope-
ful than convinced that the public 
will heed the districts’ exhortations. 
“We’d love to say that it’s never go-
ing to happen here,” he said.

Firefighter Lucas Lambert surveys the remnants of the Ghost Ship.
Photo courtesy Lt. Mark Tait, East Bay Regional Park District
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‘Thoughtful Food’ Even Tasty 
in Texas
Dear Editor,
	 I had it up to my cackled 
neck trying to use chicken for 
another sit-down dinner party 
until I came across an old reci-
pe from your food writer, Susie 
Iventosch. Her Baked Chicken 
Breast with Goat Cheese and 
Tarragon-Watercress Vinai-
grette from Jan. 15, 2014, is 
good enough to make a chicken 
cross the road. As if that weren’t 
enough, I then had the audacity 
to try her Mocha and Kahlua 
Cheesecake from her Aug. 10, 
2016 “Thoughtful Food” col-
umn which was not only easy, 
but damn, it was good! What 
next? Pistachio-Crusted Cremini 
Mushrooms Stuffed with Goat 
Cheese? (July 27, 2016) As her 
direct and down to earth direc-
tions from the Mocha Cheese-
cake recipe states, “or until top 
is a little bit jiggly”...well my 
top is a bit jiggly and it’s going 
to get worse if she keeps this up!

Mary MacDowell
Colleyville, Texas

[Editor’s Note: It is not normally 
our policy to publish letters from 

outside our coverage area of 
Lamorinda, but this one was so 
delicious, we had to share.] 

Charging for Bags Too Early?
Dear Editor,
	 Just a heads-up to all resi-
dents who might shop at Safe-
way. They’re ripping you off.
	 The day after the election I 
was there and saw that they were 
charging shoppers for grocery 
bags — 10 cents each.
	 Yes, the ballot measure 
passed the day before BUT it 
doesn’t become effective until 
late December when the vote is 
certified by the state.
	 The manager told me he was 
following orders.  I contacted 
the Attorney General and the 
Secretary of State by e-mail but 
neither responded.
	 I talked to Safeway corporate 
in Idaho and was referred to lo-
cal corporate and was told that 
what they were doing was okay, 
although the information they 
provided showed that is not the 
case.
	 So Safeway (and every one of 
their stores statewide) decided to 
cash in immediately on all that 
money. Just think how fast those 
10-cents per bag will add up be-

fore the measure even becomes 
official.
	
Barbara Simpson 
Moraga

Local Term Limits?
Dear Editor,
Kudos to Brant Anderson on 
knowing when it is time to 
leave. All over Lamorinda there 
are people on the councils and 
the commissions that are there 
too long. Lafayette has commis-
sioners who have been moving 
from one commission to another 
for well over 20 years. Too long! 
Maybe we need some local term 
limits. It isn’t healthy. New 
blood and new ideas are needed.

Leonard Dorin
Lafayette

Takes Issue at Crosses  
Criticism 
Dear Editor,
	 The Crosses of Lafayette is a 
‘tacky eyesore” according to a 
recent letter from Shane Palmer. 
And after that introduction he 
really lays it on. The Crosses 
are “loud, rude and garish, an 
annoying selfish display to near 

level of the Westboro Baptist 
Church,” that bunch that cel-
ebrates the death of U.S. service 
men and women with placards 
at roadsides and even at their fu-
nerals.
	 How he arrives to that con-
clusion for a local testament to 
American dead in the unending 
wars we’ve become engaged 
and most would like to forget in 
is a mystery to me. It’s a need-
ed reminder to what these wars 
have and continue to cost.
	 I bet Mr. Palmer would be 
happy if the field of Crosses was 
leveled and a fast food franchise 
was erected in its place.
 
J. Sherrill Grogan
Orinda

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowl-
edge about an issue facing 
Lamorinda or one of its cit-
ies that requires more than 
the 350 words to which we 
must limit Letters to the Edi-
tor, don’t despair! You can 
submit your letter to our 
Public Forum section.  Just 
send your letter to  letters@
lamorindaweekly.com and let 
us know you’d like to be con-
sidered for the  Public Forum.

Letters to the Editor
Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All 
published letters will include the writer’s name and city/town of  residence -- we will only accept letters from those who 
live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification 
purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available 
basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: 
Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Lic #079200358

Home for the Holidays

Retirement Living  •  Assisted Living  •  Memory Care

Merrill Gardens at Lafayette knows how  
to celebrate the holidays – with music,   
entertainment, and special holiday dining  
experiences. We’ll even take you shopping  
and help you wrap your gifts! Join us to  
enjoy this special time of year with friends.

(925) 272-0074 
1010 Second Street 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
merrillgardens.com

Call today to schedule your personal visit.

120516f_Lafayette_LaMorinda_Weekly_Home_Holidays_A.indd   1 12/5/16   3:53 PM

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

During the Holiday Season 
more than ever, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who have made our progress 
possible. And in this spirit we say, simply but sincerely... 

	 Thank You and Best Wishes for the Holiday Season and a Happy New Year.

Audrey Neale
CalBRE #01441356

M. 415.407.2164
audrey.neale@camoves.com

Ana Zimmank
CalBRE # 00469962

M. 925.640.6008
ana.zimmank@camoves.com

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per service Exp 1/15/17

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing

You're the best! We thank you
for the privilege of hoppin' to it
for you this year! We wish you
true peace, love and joy.  
May you have a safe and 
Plumb Hoppy Holiday
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

To all our Lamorinda customers:

Plumb Hoppy Gift
Certificates available

We Hop To It!
Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

The one‐call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper re‐piping
• Preventive checkups
• Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

LeapFrog Loot
$150 off  

tankless/hybrid
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$89 off  

Any tank-type 
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off  

Any new faucet or 
fixture installation*

Leland Reservoir Project is in the Pipeline
... continued from page A3
Since Old Tunnel Road is at a 
higher elevation than the reser-
voir the pipes are currently very 
deep and hard to access.
	 The project would start with 
construction of 2,700 feet of 
36-inch main pipeline through 
Condit Road and Windsor Drive. 
Once that is in place the old main 
line between Old Tunnel Road 
and Leland Drive would be aban-
doned and the existing reservoir 
would be demolished to make 
way for two eight-million-gallon 
tanks in its place.
	 McGregor pointed out that 
the roof is unsafe and the struc-
ture does not meet seismic re-
quirements. Aging pipes need to 

be replaced and laid in a more 
accessible location.
	 She went on to describe 
the planned planting of native, 
drought-resistant grasses, wild-
flowers and trees. She said that 
as a result of three separate meet-
ings, one with city staff in June 
and two others with residents and 
neighbors in August and Septem-
ber, concerns about tree removal 
and replacements were being ad-
dressed. Changes to the project’s 
plans for staging and storage for 
materials and vehicles resulted in 
another 30 trees saved and more 
replanted. Further saving of trees 
will be address in the E.I.R.
	 Other concerns that came 

out of those meetings included 
impacts on traffic, parking, pe-
destrian safety, truck routes and 
sewer laterals.
	 Vice Mayor Mike Anderson 
asked how long the disruption 
would continue on local streets 
and McGregor estimated about 
six months. However, both Mc-
Gregor and Coleman recognized 
the impact to the public.
	 Council member Don Tatzin 
encouraged saving even more 
trees and stressed the need to 
make the public aware of the po-
tential disruptions of this project 
ahead of the start.
	 “Communication is critical,” 
said Mayor Mark Mitchell.
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Business Bites   
 By Paula King
Lafayette Businesspersons of the Year

Congratulations to Brenda and Tom Om, owners of 
Papillion Quality Gourmet Coffees, who have been 
named the Lafayette Businesspersons of the Year by 
the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce.

Eatery Earns High Honor
Open Table, the free online reservation service re-
cently awarded Lafayette’s La Finestra as Best Value 
Restaurant in the East Bay. Nestled in a quiet area 
of Lafayette’s downtown, La Finestra consistently 
draws glowing reviews on Open Table’s website for 
its pleasant ambiance and tasty options at affordable 
prices. La Finestra is located at 100 Lafayette Circle, 
Suite 101. For more details, check out www.lafines-
traristorante.com or call 925-284-5282.
  
Raising awareness for workplace diversity
Futures Explored is now involved in a public aware-
ness campaign, HireAble, to increase employment 
rates among those with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities like autism, Down syndrome and ce-
rebral palsy and they are partnering with two other 

non-profit agencies, Contra Costa ARC and East Bay 
Innovations.
In Lafayette, Futures Explored helps adults with dis-
abilities to gain life and work skills through its thrift 
shop and other programs.
For more details, check out www.HireAble.org.

Changing Spas
Who doesn’t need a good spa treatment this time of 
year?
Lavande Spa in Lafayette is now Marilyn Monroe 
Spas. It’s located at 3589 Mt. Diablo Blvd. For more 
information email info.lafayette@marilynmon-
roespas.com.
Meanwhile, Orinda’s Entourage Spa is on the move 
and changing its name. Now known as Entourage on 
Brookwood, its new location is just across the street 
from Theater Square at 232 Brookwood Road. The 
spa offers hairs cuts ad color, skincare, massage, 
waxing, airbrush tanning, plus manicures and pedi-
cures. For more information, call (925) 254-9721

Chamber Music
For announcements of more business-related events 
and nonprofit fundraisers, be sure to check the cham-
ber of commerce websites.  

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce 
www.lafayettechamber.org (925) 284-7404

Moraga Chamber of Commerce
www.moragachamber.org (925) 323-6524

Orinda Chamber of Commerce
www.orindachamber.org  (925) 254-3909

If you have a business brief to share, please contact 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com.

Babies Coming for the Holidays? Try 
Renting Equipment To Make Stay Easy
By Paula King

When Sharon Simpson first 
had her twin infant grand-

children visit at four months old, 
she knew they needed all of the 
baby gear essentials in the home. 
But the Orinda resident did not 
want the expense of buying two 
cribs, two bouncy chairs, two 
swings and two sets of bedding or 
the hassle of storing it when they 
were gone.
	 The proud and practical grand-
ma found Babierge East Bay and 
has been renting baby equipment 
from them ever since. Recently 
during Thanksgiving, Simpson or-
dered doubles of everything in an-
ticipation of the twin’s arrival for 
the holiday from the local service, 
which delivers, sets gear up and 
then returns to pick up the rented 
items on the departure day.
	 “It’s wonderful to have this ser-
vice in our area,” Simpson said.

	 Simpson noted that Babierge 
Independent Trusted Partner Trish 
McDermott was very helpful in 
delivering the baby gear and put-
ting it all together and was also 
punctual and professional. During 
the last few weeks, McDermott has 
been busy delivering and setting 
up cribs, infant swings, changing 
pads, play mats, baby monitors, 
bouncy chairs and exersaucers in 
the homes of Lamorinda grandpar-
ents and extended families who are 
hosting infants and toddlers for the 
holidays.
	 The Orinda mom of four also 
has grandparents and clients who 
pick items up from her home. De-
livery fees in the East Bay range 
from $10 in Lamorinda to $25 in 
San Ramon, Dublin and Pleasan-
ton and she travels to the Oakland 
airport, East Bay hotels and other 
locations.

	 “She is so easy to work with 
and seems to love helping people,” 
Simpson said of McDermott. “I 
can’t imagine ever going anywhere 
else after service and equipment 
like she offers.”
	 McDermott said that she enjoys 
helping her clients make traveling 
and hosting easier and less hectic. 
One of her favorite things is creat-
ing fun play spaces in grandpar-
ent’s homes.
	 “For grandparents who may not 
be familiar with the latest gear, I 
also demonstrate how gear works,” 
McDermott said.
	 Safety of children is a top pri-
ority, according to the company’s 
website. They register equipment 
and act quickly to fix any recall or 
safety issues. They clean the items 
after each rental with natural-based 
cleaners that are safe for babies, 
and launder and wash all linens in 
chemical and fragrant-free deter-
gent. 
	 So far, Simpson’s favorite 
pieces of rental equipment were 
an exersaucer and an activity chair. 
At seven months, she said that her 
grandchildren needed more stimu-
lating and active toys that spin, 
twist and turn and they loved them 
during the visit.
	 According to McDermott, Ba-
bierge is a growing collaborative 
economy marketplace and not a 
franchise. She added that it is simi-
lar to “gig economy work.”
	 For more information, visit 
www.babierge.com/trish742/about 
or call 707-529-1509 for more de-
tails.

	

Baby bouncers similar to this one are offered to rent through Babierge East 
Bay.	 Photo provided

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are 
intended to inform the community about 
local business activities, not to endorse a 
particular company, product or service.

FULL WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR SERVICES ON SITE.

HOLIDAY SALE

1.7 ct tw reg $12,999 SALE $5,999
1.54 ct tw reg $9,999 SALE $3,999
3/4 ct tw reg $5,000 SALE $2,499

30-60% OFF

DIAMONDSTUD
EARRINGS

2.0 ct tw reg $13,998 SALE $6,999
1.5 ct tw reg $9,200 SALE $4,599
1.0 ct tw reg $5,000 SALE $2,499

DIAMONDSOLITAIREPENDANT
NECKLACE

All Fine Jewelry

MORAGA JEWELERS
562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center   (925) 376-1283

OPEN M-F 10AM-5:30PM, SAT 10AM-4PM
SPECIAL SUNDAY HOURS: 12/11 & 12/18  10 AM TO 4 PM

CHRISTMAS EVE 9 AM-4 PM

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. 

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like...

Chanukah!
Find everything for the holiday — 

except the crowds — 
at The Gift Shop at Temple Isaiah.

Tuesday & Wednesday: 4 - 6pm
Thursday & Friday: 9 - 11am
Sunday: 9am - 1pm

Special holiday hours 
Dec 19 - 23: 11am - 1 pm

Or by appointment
(925) 284-1404

945 Risa Road
Lafayette, CA

Incumbent Kathy Coppersmith and Common 
Sense Kids Action co-director Craig Ches-

log were sworn in as members of the Acalanes 
Union High School District governing board 
Dec. 7.  Both were appointed in lieu of election. 
	 “Helping children and students thrive is one 
of my life’s passions,” says Cheslog. “This is 
an exciting time to be involved in education and 
doing what is necessary to help ensure all of our 
students have the tools and support they need 
to succeed. I’m looking forward to serving the 
district’s students, families, teachers and staff to 
the best of my ability.”
	 Also at the meeting, Nancy Kendzierski was 
elected board president. —N. Marnell.

Photo Gint Federas

AUHSD Board Members Sworn in

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call Michael Heller 925-998-2150

FINALLY, THE REBELS
HAVE A CAUSE.
M240i Available in a coupe and a convertible.

Visit our booth at the Art & Wine

Brenda and Tom Om	 Photo Jay Lifson
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Unless you were the Moraga 
School District, you did not 

fare well asking Lamorindans for 
money in the 2016 general elec-
tion. Lamorinda voters displayed 
no appetite for tax increases, vot-
ing against two transportation 
measures that sought either a 
property tax increase or a higher 
sales tax and defeating a Lafay-
ette general sales tax. 
	 What happened? Why did 
a measure seeking to improve 
a critical transportation system 
pass overall but fail in Lamorin-
da?  How did a sales tax increase 
sought by the organization that 
delivered the Fourth Bore on time 
and under budget not pass?  And 
what caused a requested sales tax 
hike from a municipality widely 
recognized for its prudent fiscal 
management to lose so stunning-
ly? 
	 A postmortem of each mea-
sure follows, in order of the 
amount of dollars sought, with 
vote totals provided by the Contra 
Costa County Elections Division.
Measure RR
	 The Bay Area Rapid Transit 
system placed a $3.5 billion bond 
measure on the ballot in San Fran-
cisco, Alameda and Contra Costa 
counties, with the money ear-
marked to improve the system in-
frastructure. Needing a two-thirds 
vote for passage, the measure was 
handily approved with over 70 
percent. But if the measure were 
left up to voters in Contra Costa 
County, it would have lost, as 
there it garnered only 60.4 per-
cent of the vote.
	 “There is clearly room to build 
stronger support for BART in 
Contra Costa County,” said Dis-
trict 3 director Rebecca Saltzman. 
	 Lamorinda voted almost ex-
actly in step with the county on 
the BART measure: 59.3 percent 
yes in Lamorinda, with Lafayette 
at 58.5, Moraga 58.2 and Orinda 
61.2
	 Measure RR will be funded 
through a property tax increase, 
and that method highlighted life-
style differences among the three 
counties. Alameda and San Fran-
cisco counties report homeowner-
ship rates at well under 50 per-
cent, with Contra Costa County 
more than 65 percent. According 
to data supplied by Frank Wood-
ward of Coldwell Banker, Orinda, 
Lamorinda home ownership rates 

span from 75 percent in Lafayette 
to 82 percent in Moraga to nearly 
90 percent in Orinda. As property 
tax increases do not directly affect 
renters, it may have contributed 
to the higher number of yes votes 
in Alameda and San Francisco 
counties. 
	 Jason Bezis, a Lafayette law-
yer and one of the supporters of 
No on RR, said the proponents 
of the measure could have used 
a more targeted property as-
sessment, based on proximity to 
BART stations. The slight edge 
in yes votes from Orinda supports 
that theory.
	 Comments from high-profile 
public officials may also have 
helped doom the measure in Lam-
orinda, as State Senator Steve 
Glazer of Orinda and Assembly-
woman Catharine Baker railed 
strongly against RR. 
	 Some fret that the infrastruc-
ture projects targeted for Lamor-
inda, like upgrades to the Orinda 
station, will be stonewalled by the 
agency because of the local vot-
ing results. “BART would never 
‘punish’ one part of the system 
based on political outcomes,” said 
BART spokesman Taylor Hucka-
by. “Capital improvement proj-
ects are initiated and prioritized 
by a variety of criteria, namely 
safety and reliability needs, and 
are affected by staff availability 
and resource allocation.”
Measure X 
	 The Contra Costa Transporta-
tion Authority, the public entity 
that spearheaded the Caldecott 
Tunnel expansion, asked voters 
for $2.9 billion through Mea-
sure X, which sought a half-cent 
sales tax increase over 30 years 
for county transportation fund-
ing, including roads, transit and 
increased bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure. Voters said no.
	 Lamorinda sported a slightly 
less inclined electorate here, with  
61.1 percent yes against 63.5 per-
cent countywide, but Measure X 
required a two-thirds vote for pas-
sage. Orinda again led the pack 
with 66.1 percent yes, Moraga 
61.1 and Lafayette 57.2. 
	 “I was flabbergasted,” said 
Don Tatzin, transportation author-
ity commissioner and Lafayette 
city council member, when asked 
to explain the defeat. “It might 
have been ballot fatigue, it might 
have been BART. I’m not sure.” 

	 EMC Research conducted 
opinion surveys for the transporta-
tion authority, and company pres-
ident Alex Evans agreed that bal-
lot fatigue may have played a role 
in the outcome. “Our advice was 
that 2016 potentially was a good 
opportunity because of higher 
voter turnout. It would have been 
a true test of the county’s will. 
The risk was the crowded ballot, 
where the measure could not get 
the proper attention,” Evans said. 
He also agreed that the presence 
of BART as a recipient of a por-
tion of the Measure X funds may 
have contributed to the measure’s 
downfall. 
	 The Contra Costa Taxpayers 
Association, an organization that 
opposes wasteful government 
spending, supported Measure X. 
“There is no perfect government, 
but the transportation authority is 
as good as it gets,” said Jack Weir, 
taxpayers association president, 
who posited that voters balked 
at paying for something that they 
already pay for — transportation 
— through highway tolls.
	 Tatzin offered another pos-
sibility for the defeat, saying 
that maybe the organizers could 
have pushed harder the success 
of the Caldecott Tunnel Fourth 
Bore project, but he added that it 
could be simply that Contra Costa 
County is more conservative than 
Alameda or San Francisco and 
less prone to support a tax.
Measure C
	 This may have been the most 
startling defeat of the three. Not 
only did Lafayette voters reject 
the city-proposed 1-cent sales tax 
with 58 percent against, they cast 
fewer yes votes for the sales tax 
than they did for either Measure 
RR or Measure X.
	 “It was surprising to me that it 

didn’t pass,” Mayor Mark Mitch-
ell said. “We responded to re-
quests from three community ses-
sions, we listened to the output. 
It was all similar. We thought we 
were there.” Mitchell said that the 
length of the tax polled evenly, at 
nine, 19 or 29 years, as did vari-
ous percentages, with the city set-
tling on 1 percent over 29 years.
	 Brian Godbe of Godbe Re-
search evaluated public opinion 
of Measure C for the city, and he 
blamed the lack of campaigning 
for the defeat of the tax. “There 
was only one piece, plus the bal-
lot language.” Godbe said. “Tax 
campaigns need a preponder-
ance of effort on the yes side. It 
needs to be 4-to-1 when there is 
a visible no campaign.” Godbe 
said that the main issue, though, 
was the question of how the city 
would use the tax proceeds.
	 “What does the city need with 
$100 million? Why would vot-
ers give that sum of money to 

people they don’t trust anyway?” 
said Guy Atwood of the No on C 
campaign, which thrust the knife 
in deeper by holding its victory 
celebration in the same complex 
that Lafayette conducts its city 
council meetings. “It was just too 
much money.” 
	 Mitchell indicated that the city 
could have run a better organized 
campaign with more direct voter 
contact, but he said that the mes-
sage from the public was that the 
city budget already accomplishes 
its goals. “It was a quality of life 
issue, and that’s how we present-
ed it,” Tatzin said. “People are 
happy with the way things are.”
	 “Lafayette is a well run city, 
the citizens have faith in their 
council and likely aren’t seeing 
things deteriorating to the point 
that they feel like they need to in-
fuse more money,” added County 
Supervisor and Board Chair Can-
dace Andersen.

Why Did Lamorinda Voters Reject Nearly Every Tax Increase on the Ballot?
By Nick Marnell
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Happy Holidays
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What a fabulous time of year to be thankful for what we have and how 
blessed we are to live in the Lamorinda area. To see old friends, gather with 
family and hopefully get a little down time to enjoy the season. Billy and I 

wish you the very best and hope you create new memories that last forever. 
If you are thinking of selling in 2017, the Spring market has been the 
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May your home be filled with merriment this holiday season and beyond! 
We thank you for your past support and look forward to serving your 
Lamorinda and Rossmoor real estate needs in 2017! 
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Moraga

Starbucks Plans to Relocate 
... continued from page A5
	 The new plans call for the 
addition of the drive-through. In 
a 2014 article Bloomberg.com 
reported, “Drive-throughs ac-
count for more than 40 percent 
of company-operated stores and 
have a higher-than-average sales 
growth compared with non-drive-
through locations.” However, the 
coffee giant has experienced dif-
ficulty with its operations and 
according to Quick Service Res-
taurant Magazine, “Starbucks 
ranked last in drive-thru speed 
of service and in the bottom half 
with order accuracy” last year. 
The company has since started to 
add video communication with 
baristas to improve the experi-
ence.  
	 The planning commission did 
not concern itself with the private 
company’s operations but had 
questions regarding the queuing 
of cars in the early hours of the 
day, especially just before Cam-
polindo High school starts and 
students want to be caffeinated 
before class. Town planner Cole-
man Frick explained that a peer 
review was conducted with Star-
bucks engineers and that there is a 
risk to see the queue overflow the 
parking area where it will form. 
The staff recommendation was to 
evaluate traffic after three months 
and after one year to make sure 
the coffee queue would not affect 
other parts of the shopping center.

	 Starbucks made an enticing 
presentation of its project, indicat-
ing that the purpose was to create 
a real community experience with 
this larger new space and outdoor 
patio where music could be al-
lowed. Wendy Scheck, president 
of the Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce, asked the town to support 
this use that is in line with what 
the community wants to see at the 
Rheem Center.
	 The business operator indicat-
ed that alcohol was not part of the 
application at this time, but that 
beer and wine could be offered 
in the future. This addition would 
require an Alcohol and Beverage 
Control license. The commis-
sioners made sure that Starbucks 
would limit alcohol consumption 
to the premises, that it would not 
be a drive-through item and that 
staff was trained not to sell it 
without proper age verification.
	 While the other commissioners 
did not agree with Korpus’ con-
cerns about the restrooms, they did 
support another of her proposals: 
the addition of a new pedestrian 
crosswalk in front of the new cafe.
	 The project will have to be 
reviewed by the Design Review 
Board to fine-tune the visual im-
pact of the remodel along the sce-
nic corridor before work can start. 
There is no indication yet of what 
the existing Starbucks location 
will become.

Total Clean 
would like to thank the following employee 

 

Ernestina Ureña 

11 Years of Dedicated Service! 
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Wonderful Life in Lafayette    ... continued from page A1

	 It’s amazing how much good 
cheer one city block can hold. The 
patch of grass in the center of town, 
along with overflow onto Golden 
Gate Way was chock full of holi-
day spirit and friendly neighbors, 
lots of little ones ready to whisper 
their wishes to Santa, police offi-
cers giving out pencils and candy 
canes, and the first ever very cool 
snow globe that families could step 
into and have their picture taken.
	 Donica Katayanagi was lined 
up with son Rocky, 4 and daughter 
Penny, 6, waiting to chat with the 
bearded man in red. Apparently the 
kids are smitten with all things re-
lated to the Disney film “Moana.” 
Rocky is planning to ask Santa for 
a Moana Lego set and Penny would 
like a Moana princess dress. 
	 This year, the stage was front 
and center for the Stanley Middle 
School Chorus, which kicked 

things off at 4 p.m.; they were fol-
lowed by the Lafayette Nursery 
School, Lamorinda Theatre Acad-
emy, Town Hall Theatre and finally 
the White Horse Youth Corale. Par-
ents, grandparents, and kids found 
it hard to resist the sing-a-long to 
classic Christmas tunes that accom-
panied the tree lighting.
	 It took a lot of TLC to get the 
1922 firetruck up and running to be 
Santa’s special sleigh from its usual 
home at the Library to Plaza Park, 
reports Santa’s chauffer, John Kal-
lio. To keep the riffraff at bay, Santa 
and Kallio had a police motorcycle 
escort complete with blaring siren 
to announce the big man’s visit. 
Right on cue, Bing Crosby crooned 
“Here Comes Santa Claus” to wel-
come his arrival.
	 This festive evening tradition is 
sponsored by the Dana Green Team 
and Branagh Development, along 

with the Lafayette Chamber, and 
made possible with the assistance 
of many volunteers, including Boy 
Scouts, National Charity League 
folks, and expert master of ceremo-
nies, Julia Glyde. Thirsty attendees 
enjoyed complimentary coffee, 
hot chocolate and apple cider care 
of Double Perks in Lafayette, and 
since it was right around dinner 
time, Mangia had pizza available, 
and the Chamber sponsored the 
always-welcome bar. The Green 
Team and Branagh also generously 
underwrite the sparkling twinkle 
lights that add a glowing ambiance 
to the downtown throughout De-
cember. It really is a wonderful life 
in Lafayette, when residents can 
be grateful for supportive families, 
Santa comes to town, and there’s 
hot chocolate for everyone.

Local youth groups performed at It’s A Wonderful Life in Lafayette.                                                      Photo Gint Federas

Local Volunteers Offer Warm Respite Through Winter Nights 
... continued from page A1

“We shopped for, cooked, served 
and cleaned up breakfast and din-
ners every day, and also provided 
food for guests to pack their lunch-
es during the week.”  
	 In addition to providing meals, 
St. Monica volunteers provided tu-
toring support, playtime and read-
ing for the younger kids, and week-
end activities like basketball and 
kickball. Other congregations have 
organized trips to places like the 
Exploratorium. One volunteer from 
a synagogue in Lafayette takes kids 
out horseback riding every year.
	 This year was special for St. 
Monica because Winter Nights’ 
guests were in Moraga during Hal-
loween. “We were able to get adults 
and children costumes they liked 
and have volunteers take them 
trick-or-treating locally,” Stillman 
said.
	 “It’s all about the kids,” said 
Joanne Peterson, who is a Win-
ter Nights co-chair at a Lafayette 
synagogue. “Sandy Anderson and 
Cindy Coleman started the pro-
gram here and did it for 10 or 11 
years. We try to involve as many 

congregates as we can, and break 
down jobs into small pieces so ev-
eryone can get involved. We have a 
huge Christmas Eve party and have 
Santa in the sanctuary, depending 
on the age of the kids. One year 
seven kids were under the age of 
5, so we had the preschool host the 
party.” 
	 A program manager works with 
Winter Nights’ families on their 
goals to help them become self-
sustaining and there is a volunteer 
life coach who helps individuals 
make plans to remove obstacles 
that keep them from success, said 
Stillman. “We have a group called 
the Traveling Tutors who make sure 
students get their homework done, 
encourage reading through reading 
incentives and communicate with 
parents about the progress of their 
children.”
	 Each family sleeps inside their 
own pop-up tent set up in reception 
halls, an area off-limits to Winter 
Nights’ volunteers. This allows 
guests a sense of privacy and a 
place they can call their own. 
	 “These are people like you and 

me that have just fallen on hard 
times,” said Robin Freeberg, who 
is involved in Winter Nights at her 
Lamorinda church. “Many of the 
clients have jobs that pay minimum 
wage and are unable to sustain 
themselves in our affluent commu-
nity.”
	 Since several Winter Nights’ 
clients come from abusive situa-
tions, some participant locations in 
Lamorinda were omitted from this 
story to ensure client safety.
	 “People in need do not neces-
sarily come from the poorest of 
communities,” added a Lafayette 
congregational co-leader, Rick 
Silvani. “People who previously 
would be classified as ‘middle 
class’ suddenly due to life circum-
stances can find themselves in need 
of the support of a program like 
Winter Nights provides.”
	 “The most challenging aspect,” 
explained Stillman, “is helping 
folks find housing because there is 
so little available that is affordable 
for people with very low incomes.” 
Last year of the 20 families, which 
totaled 75 individuals, 15 found 

housing or shelter, she said.
	 Jim Reiter, another Winter 
Nights co-leader at the Lafayette 
church said, “For many, a lost job, 
illness, or family separation can 
result in the need for community  
assistance.” 
	 “All people want is a home, a 
place where they can rest their head 
at night and feel safe,” added Free-
berg. 
	 Reiter believes guests benefit 
most from the support provided 
during this very trying time in their 
lives.
	 “We set the tone,” said Peter-
son, who partners with Neal Mod-
elvsky and Sarah Landes at the syn-
agogue. “This is respite for them. 
They may have moved eight times 
by the time they get to the temple. 

The first Monday, they’re exhaust-
ed. We reinforce that this is their 
space and give the commitment 
to make them comfortable. We’ve 
had evenings when we sent (volun-
teers) home because it can all be so 
overwhelming (for guests).” 	
	 The good news is the kids, said 
Peterson. “Those kids don’t care 
that their parents are stressed out or 
overwhelmed. They pop out of the 
tent area and are ready to play. The 
kids pick up on the genuineness of 
our volunteers.”
	 None of the drama surrounding 
the guests surprises Peterson. “It’s 
the human heart stuff that surprises 
me, and these families’ endurance 
surprises me,” she said.
	 “These people are survivors.”
	

Winter Nights’ Wish List
There are several ways the community can help Winter 
Nights’families. Clients who have cars use gas cards, 
and the ones who don’t often need BART and bus cards. 
Target and WalMart cards are used as parent incentives 
(such as a good report card or a child doing extra clean-
ing in the shelter). And Winter Nights uses movie tickets 
as incentive for the kids’ reading program. 
Other needs include:  
Tents, 10 by 10 feet, new or gently used; 
AA batteries, flashlights;  
Umbrellas;  
Automobiles;  
Packing or duct tape, and industrial dispenser for pack-
ing tape;  
Sleeping bags;
Umbrella strollers (single and double);
Car seats and booster seats;  
Pillows, twin size plastic mattress covers;
Non-zipper, fitted single sheets;  
Sanitary wipes; and 
Wardrobe boxes (24 by 21 by 48 inches).

For information, contact Judith Stillman at (925) 933-9351.

Photo provided

• Painting
• Plumbing
• Electrical 
• Baseboards
• Carpentry
• Caulking
• Grab Bars
• Ceiling Fans

• Crown Moulding
• Deck Painting 
• Water Heaters
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• Faucets
• Garbage Disposal
• Sliding Doors
• Drywall Repair

• Pressure Washing
• Flooring: Hardwood, 
    Carpet, Vinyl, Tile
• Hanging Mirrors & 
    Pictures, etc.
• Toilet Installation 
    & Repair
• No job too small
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designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major  

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!
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Orinda Theater Celebrates its 75th 
Anniversary With A Night To Remember
By Sophie Braccini

On Dec. 29 there will be a 
unique opportunity in Orinda 

to step back in time 75 years and 
find oneself magically transported 
to the inauguration of the Orinda 
Theater on Dec. 29 1941.  The the-
ater is a the beloved landmark that 
signals Orinda as much as the Ei-
ffel Tower symbolizes Paris, and 
to celebrate in style, Derek Zemrak 
and Leonard Pirkle, owners of the 
theater, are offering the community 
a party to remember, with a ticket 
price of 50 cents, just like 75 years 
ago! 
	 Zemrak and Pirkle love a good 
show, on the silver screen or live, 
and they are making sure that ev-
erything on that evening will feel 
1941. “Our purpose is to create 
something unique where everyone 
can come, step back in time and 
celebrate this beautiful art deco 
icon,” says Zemrak.
	 Some research to recreate the 
real opening night was made con-
siderably easier by Ann O’Connell-
Nye, a woman who’s been part of 
the efforts to save the theater from 
destruction in the ‘80s and has col-
lected significant historical infor-
mation about the theater. 
	 The Orinda Theater was built 
by Donald Rheem. With his broth-
er, he had started a galvanizing 
company in 1925 in Oakland; he 
was the son of William S. Rheem, 
President of Standard Oil Compa-
ny, and friend of William Randolph 
Hearst. He was also a developer 
and in 1937, he bought land at the 
Orinda Crossroads. A movie buff, 
he started the construction of the 
Orinda Theater that opened on Dec. 
29, 1941, 22 days after Pearl Har-
bor. At the time, there was nothing 
there, besides the building across 
the road where the restaurant Casa 
Orinda moved a few months after 
the theater opened. Other retail was 
developed around the theater and 
in January 1982 then owner Clark 
Wallace proposed to demolish the 
theater to build a shopping center; 
the owner closed it pending ap-
proval. 
	 The Friends of the Orinda The-
ater formed to preserve the city 

landmark and several years of fight 
between the developer and the 
Friends concluded in a compromise 
that included the creation of The-
ater Square and the preservation 
of the historic site.  It reopened in 
1989. It has operated continuously 
since, and quite successfully now 
according Zemrak.
	 People today are able to enjoy 
the original decor that was com-
missioned by Rheem. The origi-
nal murals representing “air, fire, 
water and earth” were by Anthony 
Heinsbergen, a famous muralist 
who created both the heroic mu-
rals that decorate the theater walls 
and the ceiling of the foyer. These 
murals were part of the 1972-74 
Smithsonian traveling exhibition 
of Heinsbergen’s works, and they 
were one of the reason the theater 
became part of the National Regis-
try of Historic Places in 1982. The 
State of California’s declaration of 
the theater as a classic example of 
art modern style led the preserva-
tion of the building. It has not yet 
been designated an Orinda historic 
landmark.
	 Zemrak and his team will pres-
ent that night a very similar pro-
gram to the one that was offered on 
the first night: the main feature film 
was the then new George Marshal’s 
movie “Texas” with William Hold-
en, Glenn Ford and Claire Trevor. 
“Texas” is a good Western movie, 
action packed, with humor at times, 
with Holden and Ford still in the 
early years of their stardom. In 
1941, an evening at the movie was 
more than the main feature, and the 
2016 version will also have more 
to offer: the newsreel of the time, 
the shorts, a ventriloquist - just like 
Paul Winchell 75 years ago, and 
Zemrak has also invited an opera 
singer to be a part of the fun.
	 In the lobby elements of 
O’Connell-Nye’s historical collec-
tion will be on display for those 
interested to learn more, usherettes 
in period costumes will add to the 
festive atmosphere, and patrons are 
encouraged to also come in 40s at-
tire. “At the time the tickets were 
40 and 45 cents,” says Zemrak. 

“We made it 50 cents to make it 
simple.” Tickets can be purchased 
at the theater or online. Local spon-
sors can support the event with a 
“$75-for-75-years” donation.

The Orinda Crossroad in 1946.                                                                     Photo provided by the Orinda historical society: 

Warmest thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful 
holiday season and a very  happy new year

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette     www.floralartsflorist.com

“THE KNOT”

(925) 284-5765
Flowers for all occasions
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If only the holidays were like 
those portrayed on television 

commercials: happy families in 
their matching pajamas joyfully 
opening beautifully wrapped gifts 
around a brightly lit Christmas tree; 
or large, extended families sitting 
around an elegantly decorated din-
ing table, feasting on that perfectly 
cooked turkey or ham, laughing 
and lovingly sharing wonderful 
stories. Unfortunately, for most of 
us, the holidays are nothing like 
that. They’re often stressful, com-
plicated, exhausting and even sad. 
	 Whether it’s baking the best 
cookies, finding the just-right gift 
or sharing the day with that uncle 
you never liked, the holidays can 
be far more difficult than expected. 
And if your family is split due to 
divorce or separation, the time can 
be even more stressful, particularly 
when children are involved. Deci-
sions must be made: where, how 
and when will the children cel-
ebrate with each parent; how will 
you make it to see all the grand-
parents, especially when so many 
miles separate each set. 
	 With all the demands, com-
plications and craziness, perhaps 
it’s time to stop and ask one very 
important question suggests Lee 
Marchesani, a licensed marriage 
and family therapist: How much 
are we really enjoying the holiday 
season? The answer may be eye-
opening and may be just the impe-
tus needed to make some changes.
	 “Instead of thinking ‘I’ve got 
to drive here and cook this and 
buy that and take the kids to this,’” 
Marchesani says, think about ways 
to get off the merry-go-round. 
“Think about what’s really impor-
tant and how can that be shared 
with your children. The main pur-
pose of the holidays is really just 
being together,” Marchesani says.
	 “We have to be more in the mo-
ment,” the Orinda therapist contin-
ues. And that often takes a real con-
scious effort, she acknowledges. “It 
may require standing in front of the 
mirror,” asking yourself what the 
holidays really mean and allowing 
yourself to not feel pressured to do 
everything. The time that we spend 
together is what really matters, 
Marchesani notes. 
	 “Times when families are to-
gether, not running around, those 
are the beautiful moments of con-
nection and making memories.” 
You may have to deliberately build 
those times into your schedule, 
agreeing that for a specific time, 
“we’re just going to be us, to-
gether,” she says. But it can – and 
should – be done.
	 The message we get from all 
those ads is that we must create the 
perfect holiday. But what is that? 
Marchesani asks. “The perfect holi-
day is about being with one another. 
It’s not about the perfect ginger-
bread house or the flawless meal.” 

Harder for Separated or  
Divorced Families 
	 For divorced families, the 
stress can be far greater. Sharing 
the holiday with an ex-spouse can 
be filled with both anxiety and sad-
ness. Marchesani suggests starting 
the holiday planning with your 
ex-partner as early as possible and 
letting your children know what 
the plans are. 
	 “The closer we get to the holi-
days, the more heightened our 
emotions become,” she says. Com-
munication can often break down 
between parents. Remember that 
this is about the children and make 
every effort to keep any resentment 
or anger out of the mix. “If there’s 
anything formerly married parents 
can do together for the sake of their 
children, I encourage it,” Marche-
sani says. “We need to make it less 
stressful on the kids. If mom has 
the kids Christmas morning, maybe 
invite dad over to watch them open 
gifts. Then it’s about the children, 
not about the adults.”
	 When sending the kids off to be 
with their other parent, Marchesani 
emphasizes the importance of giv-
ing them permission to not worry 
and enjoy their time away. “Be sure 
to tell them to have a great time and 
that you can’t wait to hear all about 
it when they get back,” she says. 
And reassure them that you, too, 
have plans and will be fine while 
they’re gone. The important thing 
is minimizing any stress the chil-
dren may feel.
It’s Just a Date
	 Another suggestion Marche-
sani has for split families: think 
outside the box. “We get so hung 
up on the specific date,” she ex-
plains. “It’s just a date. So what if 
we celebrate together on Dec. 23 
or Dec. 26. What’s really important 
here? Is it the date or being togeth-
er?” she asks, adding that enjoying 
each other on whatever day works 
best. “Believe me,” Marchesani as-
sures, “the kids don’t care what day 
they open their presents.”
	 If there are certain customs you 
had as a family before the separa-
tion, Marchesani recommends that, 
for the sake of the children, you 
continue them as a single parent. 
“And then craft new ones,” she 
adds. “Be creative, get input from 
the kids. That let them own it and 
makes the new tradition feel spe-
cial.” As families change, new ritu-
als will emerge. 
	 As the years go on, the holidays 
will inevitably change. Children 
grow up, go off on their own and 
create their own traditions; parents 
divorce and remarry; new children 
enter the picture; grandparents pass 
away. Families grow and shrink. 
But the important thing remains, 
Marchesani says. And that’s re-
membering what the holidays are 
really about: spending quality time 
with those we love.
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Home care can keep older adults in their homes. 9 out of 10 of seniors 
prefer to age in their own homes. Hiring a caregiver provides the extra support
an older adult may need to stay where they most prefer: at home.

Home care helps seniors stay independent longer. A caregiver provides 
support with activities of daily living, while encouraging mental and physical
stimulation and overall wellness. They also promote safety in the home by 
preventing falls or other accidents.

Home care is personalized to each family. Our care plans at Home Care 
Assistance are tailored specifically to each client’s unique needs and preferences.
Caregivers are expertly matched and managed by our client care team. 
Caregivers are available for a few hours every day or around-the-clock.

Home care supports advanced care needs. Our caregivers are experienced and
trained to support older adults who are transitioning home from the hospital,
recovering from a stroke or a major medical procedure, or managing chronic
conditions such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s or diabetes.

Contact a Client Care Manager today to schedule your free 
in-home consultation!

Let’s Talk About Home Care.
Let’s talk about how high quality, personalized in-home care 

can help you or a loved one.

925-233-6166
HomeCareAssistance.com/Alamo

190-G Alamo Plaza
Alamo, CA 94507

The Heritage Pointe has not moved….we 
just changed our ‘Pointe’ of View!

925-943-7427
1785 Shuey Avenue • Walnut Creek, CA 94596

www.theheritagedowntown.com
	 Find us on    

Located  walking distance to the best of Walnut Creek!
Shopping, Restaurants, the Arts, Cinema and Events

Offering latest in Technology, Fitness and Care
All Inclusive Amenities/Social Events/Transportation

Mouth Watering Dining in Newton’s on-site Restaurant
Never toured The Heritage Downtown??

Come…Tour…Dine..Reserve your new home…We have your keys!

The Heritage Downtown
A Senior Resort Rental Community

Lock your rent in til 2019…
1,2 and 3 bdrm Luxury Apartments!

Find the True Meaning  
of  Christmas: by Spending 
Time Together
By Diane Claytor

As Seen in Moraga...
Five-months-old Moraga resident Raymond gets his first photo 
with Santa!				    Photo Sophie Braccini
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18 Orinda Way, Orinda • 925-254-7766 •  www.thegannetts.com
Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in 

your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

• Retirement & Income Planning • Estate Planning
• Charitable Planning • Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

We’re more than a
dependable health

professional. 
We’re also your

personal 
health advisor.

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your HealthSM

282 Village Square, Orinda    (925) 254-1211

(925) 482-7112
(925) 253-TAXI (8294)

24/7 AIRPORTS & LOCAL

orindataxi@gmail.com     www.orindataxi.com

107 Orinda Way  •  Orinda  •  925.254.2206
Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
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To advertise on Shop Orinda call 925.377.0977

TUESDAY SPECIAL
SENIORS CUT

®

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL
JUNIOR CUT

1199$ .

1199$ .

TUESDAY SPECIAL
SENIORS CUT

®

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL
JUNIOR CUT

1199$ .

1199$ .81 Moraga Way
925-438-7018

Across street from Wells Fargo & Nations

Orinda

TUESDAY SPECIAL
SENIORS CUT

1199$ .
WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

JUNIOR CUT

1199$ .

Residential & Commercial Painting  
Exterior & Interior

Happy & Repeat Customers from San Francisco to Lamorinda

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Fully Insured 456414   

Mexican Restaurant

Authentic Mexican Specialties
Mixed Fajitas

Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito 

Margaritas, Wine & Beer
Kids Menu

Open 7 Days a WeekWe serve breakfast all day! (open at 10:30 a.m.)

23 Orinda Way, Orinda (925) 258-9987

Sora O'Doherty 
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 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Are You Ready For

El Niño?

Lynn’s Top Five
The Impact of  the 2016 
Elections on Year-end Planning
By Lynn Ballou

Usually my year-end column 
focuses on last minute tax 

planning considerations. And this 
year is no different — but with 
a twist. And that twist is to think 
about year-end tax and other plan-
ning moves you should consider in 
light of the election, with the legis-
lative and executive branches under 
the control of one party — a party 
which proposes major change. So 
here are some tax and other year-
end planning thoughts in light of 
what may lie ahead. 
	 1)	 Defer income, accelerate 
deductions: Classic year-end ad-
vice, right? Well this year it may be 
more important than ever. A major 
platform for the Republicans was 
tax reform and all the proposals in-
volve some sort of lower taxation 
in 2017. If you feel that your tax 
rates will in fact decrease next year, 
you may want to consider moving 
any income you can to 2017. You 
would then want to realize all the 
tax losses this year that you intel-
ligently can to offset income, as this 
may prove to be the higher tax rate 
year. 
	 2)	 Refinancing and Other 
Debt Moves: U.S. interest rates 
may rise soon and quickly, so if 
you’ve been meaning to refinance 
your home, don’t delay. Similarly if 
you have been considering borrow-
ing money for other purposes such 
as expanding your business or re-
financing other debt, your window 
to today’s historically low rates 
may be closing soon. Some tax 
reform proposals involve reducing 
the amount of debt you can deduct 

under different scenarios. If you are 
going to be stuck with interest on 
loans which under potential new 
laws won’t be deductible, at least 
refinance that debt now to the low-
est possible cost you can so you 
aren’t adding insult to injury.
	 3)	 Debt Instruments in my 
Portfolio: Spend time reviewing 
your holdings. Indications from 
the Federal Reserve are that rates 
will be increased in December and 
possibly again multiple times next 
year. If rates go up rapidly, the val-
ue of some holdings in your current 
income generating portfolio might 
be negatively impacted. Pay atten-
tion to the credit quality and dura-
tion of your portfolio holdings. Just 
as with equities, a diversified, lad-
dered portfolio of very high quality 
debt instruments may be attractive.
	 4)	 Year-end Gifting of Ap-
preciated Assets: Since a sale of 
appreciated assets might be taxed 
at higher rates this year than next, 
you should consider gifting mu-
tual funds, stocks or other assets 
which, if sold, would cause you to 
pay sizable tax on gains. You have 
time before year-end to work with 
the current custodian of your publi-
cally traded assets to gift these to 
qualified charities. Even as little 
as $1,000 donation to a food bank, 
for example, if done with low basis 
stock or mutual fund holdings, will 
have an impact.
	 5)	 What’s YOUR AGI?:  
The amount of your Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI) can affect 
many calculations on your tax re-
turn including various itemized de-

duction thresholds. Take a look at 
each line on your 1040 page 1 to 
see what you might be able to im-
pact to get that AGI lower. A few to 
think about include deferring bonus 
income, increasing deferred com-
pensation, billing next year instead 
of this year, fully funding your 
retirement accounts, taking your 
RMD as a charitable contribution 
and increasing year-end spending 
for business equipment. 
	 Many things can be said about 
the election and what’s to come, 
but boring isn’t one of them. Stay 
tuned in and on top of change as it’s 
bound to impact you in one form or 
another. Being informed and col-
laborating with your trusted profes-
sionals will matter more now than 
ever. 
	

Lynn Ballou is a Certified Financial Planner. The 
review, assessment, and/or opinions expressed in 
this column are limited to and in association with 
general financial planning subjects. They are in-
tended to introduce the reader to a general finan-
cial planning topics. This column should serve as a 
tool that should assist readers in the development 
of subsequent discussions with a financial plan-
ning professional. Always consult an accountant 
and/or attorney to assess your individual situa-
tion prior to implementing any financial planning 
strategy, including any strategy directly or indi-
rectly referenced in this column. 

Daughters of  the Goddess 
Celebrate Winter Solstice
By Sora O’Doherty

On Dec. 21, the Daughters of 
the Goddess, based in La-

fayette,  will gather in Concord to 
celebrate the winter solstice, and 
members of the public are invited 
to attend.  The event is open to fe-
males only, of all ages, with the 
exception of boys under the age 
of 5. 
	 The celebration of the winter 
solstice, the shortest day of year, 
marks the continual survival of 
the cold months and remembers 
that  summer is on its way. After 
the solstice, the days get longer, as 
the season heads towards spring 
(despite that’s it’s the first day 
of winter) and as they celebrate 
the return of the light, a peace 
candle will be exchanged, says 
Patrice Erickson, High Guardian 
Priestess.  Attendees purchase tall 
candles in glass jars and decorate 
them by gluing on pictures or 
signs.  The candles are brought to 
the celebration and exchanged.
	 The ritual lasts about two 
hours, and includes chanting, 

singing, dancing, prayers for 
peace, as well as the candle ex-
change.  According to Erickson, 
the time seems to fly and the 
event is a lot of fun.  		
The Daughters of the Goddess is 
this year celebrating its 20th anni-
versary, having been established 
in 1996, and has been holding 
ceremonies for 20 years, many 
in Orinda. Thousands of women 
have come through the organiza-
tion, which draws from a wide 
area of Northern California from 
Santa Cruz to Sacramento.
	 Check-in will be at 7:30 
p.m. and the event will get go-
ing around 7:45, Erickson says, 
and continue until about 10:30 
p.m. For those wishing to attend, 
RSVP to Kahuna Leilani at (925) 
787 9247, who will provide more 
information, including the ad-
dress of the gathering.
	 If you plan to go, you might 
want to bring a pillow to sit on; 
most people sit on a rug.

Kids Sell Cookies for Cancer Research
By Cathy Tyson

Who knew a one-day-only 
neighborhood cookie sale 

could raise $3,209.73 and count-
ing, for pediatric cancer research? 
	 Donations are still coming in, 
says one of the thrilled organizers, 
Moraga’s Kristen Beckwith, the 
day after the sale – Thanksgiving. 
She reports roughly $1,000 in ac-
tual cookie sales and over $2,000 in 
donations at the moment.  
	 The Beckwith kids, along with 
neighborhood pals, were making 
the most of sale day, enthusiasti-
cally encouraging drivers on their 
quiet residential street to pull over 
and support the cause.  Any cookies 
not sold by the end of the day went 
to doctors, nurses and staff at sev-
eral local hospitals along with fire 
departments and police the follow-
ing morning.
	 Beckwith, a busy mother of 

four, has been actively supporting 
local hospitals for years with friend 
and fellow mom Lisa Anderson 
through cookie deliveries to spread 
cheer to families with sick kids as 
well as to the doctors and nurses 
taking care of them on Thanksgiv-
ing, along with fundraising efforts 
for “Cookies for Kids’ Cancer.”  
Last year they delivered almost 
7,000 Grateful Cookies to hospi-
tals. 
	 This year they wanted to do 
even more, so they hosted epic 
cookie sales in Lafayette and 
Moraga to raise money for the non-
profit organization.   
	 Beckwith and husband Paul 
Beckwith have four kids close in 
age, two being a set of twins, all 
who have had serious health issues. 
Looking to spread some holiday 
cheer, “and teach my kids the im-

portance of gratitude and helping 
others in need” they partnered with 
Anderson five years ago and rallied 
friends and neighbors to contribute 
cookies, that were sold on Novem-
ber 23 with every tax-deductible 
dollar going to the nonprofit or-
ganization which funds pediatric 
cancer research. Through Dec. 31, 
all donations will be matched, up to 
$250,000 thanks to a very generous 
gift.    
	 Beckwith says she has so much 
to be thankful for. She gets emo-
tional talking about the Thanks-
giving her family spent in the hos-
pital when son Jake was very ill 
and nurses and doctors brought a 
Thanksgiving meal for their family 
to enjoy together. She knew then 
that she wanted to contribute to that 
Thanksgiving table the following 
year. 
	 Less than four percent of can-
cer research funding is directed 
toward pediatric cancer issues, 
the number one cause of death of 
children in the U.S. A couple who 
sadly lost their young son to cancer 
started Cookies for Kids’ Cancer in 
2008 to support research for safer, 
more effective treatments. For 
more information, visit www.cook-
iesforkidscancer.org/fundraiser/
gratefulcookies.

A peace symbol made of candles.	  Photo provided

Kristen Beckwith, in back, helps neighborhood kids with their cookie sale.                                        Photo Cathy Tyson
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RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. – Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.

Vino is not your typical restaurant.
Our food is made only with the freshest and finest
ingredients. We do not use any commercial sauces,
hydrogenated oils or trans-fats. What we serve you

is delicious, healthy food made with passion.
A few selections:
Beet Salad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins, goat cheese, herb vinaigrette....7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta cheese, 

balsamic olive oil ......................................................................9
Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans, chimichurri sauce........18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino:  in a rich tomato-basil sauce, parmesan, garlic toast..19
Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo ......................................................19
Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens, and potato gratin..17
Veal Scallopini: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine .........................................17
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.  •  Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of  all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is

available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.

MORAGA 361 Rheem Blvd.
925-376-1411

Under New Ownership
Newly Remodeled

LAFAYETTE 3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-6666

We Deliver!   Limited delivery area and hours.

Offer excludes alcohol, Manager’s 
Special, Lunch Combos, Kid’s 
Meals, or any promotional items.

Discount applies to regular menu prices only. Limited 
Delivery area & hours. Additional delivery fee will 

apply. Valid at participating locations. One coupon 
per order. Valid through 12/31/16 at listed locations.

DINE-IN, CARRY-OUT OR DELIVERY

$2299
plus tax

X-Large 2 Topping Pizza & 
2 Liter Soda*

(*2 soft drinks for dine-in)

Limit: 2 per coupon
Limited Delivery area & hours. Additional delivery fee 

will apply. Valid at participating locations. One coupon 
per order. Valid through 12/31/16 at listed locations.

DINE-IN, CARRY-OUT OR DELIVERY

15%OFF
Your Meal
Online Code: 515A17

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

Sexy. Sleek. Innovative. Pro-
gressive. San Francisco is a city 

at the forefront of all that is new 
and now. Yet even this cutting-edge 
city with its myriad startups and 
high tech toys, has an older, softer, 
more romantic side, and it comes 
out more boldly as Christmas 
draws near. Lamorindans can give 
into their longings for a slower, 
softer season with a trip to historic 
Nob Hill and a holiday weekend in 
nostalgic San Francisco. 
	 Let this list be a guide to  
indulging a desire for an old-fash-
ioned Christmas.
	 1.	 Though it would be 
quicker and cheaper to order an 
Uber, if you’ve time to spare, opt to 
ride the Powell Street cable car to 
the top of Nob Hill. Sit or stand be-
side fellow travelers out purchasing 
parcels and exploring the sites. You 
may even decide to detour through 
the fee-free Cable Car Museum.
	 2.	 Indulge in an elegant 
three-tiered afternoon tea on the 
21st floor of the historic Mark Hop-
kins (Top of the Mark). Snack on 
savory finger sandwiches, home-
made scones and decadent sweets 
served on 90-year-old china while 
taking in elevated views of city by 
the bay.
	 3.	 Summon your inner child 
as you enter the lobby of the ele-
gant Fairmont hotel and admire the 
construction of a whimsical edible 
two-story gingerbread house. Put 
on your holiday best and Instagram 
a photo in front of the stunning lob-
by tree, or purchase a flute of bub-
bly from the lobby champagne bar 
and sit back on an ottoman as you 
gaze in admiration.
	 4.	 Venture downhill and fin-
ish all of your offline shopping in 
one go with a trip to the Westfield 
Centre and the shops near Union 
Square. Browse the racks at Saks, 
gush over glitter at Tiffany’s, snag 
a cappuccino from Nespresso, and 
even if you don’t make a purchase, 
be sure to check out the holiday 
décor in north-facing windows of 

Macy’s.
	 5.	 Put down your parcels, 
pick up your ice skates, and spin 
holiday circles around iconic Union 
Square beside its epic annual tree. 
Fees vary for rental and skate time. 
Reservations can be made morn-
ing, noon, and nightly now through 
mid-January.
	 6.	 San Francisco has been 
lauded the foodie capital of the 
country, so don’t miss your oppor-
tunity for delicious dining at any 
price point, starting with a savory 
sandwich, gorgeous fresh salad or 
comforting cup of soup from Café 
de la Presse, an authentic French 
bistro mere blocks from Union 
Square. 
	 7.	 Sample a smattering of 
savvy small plates from 1760, a 
sleek chic Polk Street eating space 

with a killer wine list and cocktails 
to boot. Adventurous eaters may 
favor the ocean trout crudo, served 
with warm cumin crème and tender 
mustard seeds.
	 8.	 For a truly special occa-
sion, don suits and skirts and make 
reservations at Michelin notable 
Acquellero, an intimate family-
owned restaurant that marries Old 
World Italian with classic culinary 
flair, serving prix fixe and tasting 
menus alongside an extensive li-
brary of wines.
	 9.	 Pause from the rush of 
holiday activity and seek respite 
within the walls of imposing Grace 
Cathedral, a “house of prayer for 
all people” and marvel of French 
Gothic architecture. Meander along 
indoor and outdoor labyrinths, en-
joy choral evensong, or simply 
wonder and ponder the art and aes-
thetic.
	 10.	  Stop by Davies Sympho-
ny Hall for a holiday performance 
of classic seasonal favorites, from 
the formidable Handel’s Messiah 
to a live musical performance of 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas.”
	 11.	 Encounter the ghosts of 
Christmas Past, Present, and Future 
at A.C.T.’s annual production of “A 
Christmas Carol.” Adapted from 
Charles Dickens’s 1843 novella, 
the story of Scrooge is arguably 
the least commercial and most in-
clusive of modern Christmas cre-
ations.
	 12.	 No need to stay up all 
night waiting for Santa, you can 
spy him and his sleigh in the ro-
tunda of the Westfield Centre or the 
lobby of the Intercontinental, along 
with complimentary hot apple cider 
and cookies.
	 Holiday options abound. 
Whether you’re making new 
memories or drawing on time-hon-
ored traditions, celebrate the sea-
son in which older and better can  
coincide.

Families Can Dip into San Francisco for 
a Classic and Fun Holiday Excursion
By A. K. Carroll

Check out the many holiday activities in San Francisco.   Photos A.K. Carroll

At Care Indeed,  
you have a voice 
because we listen.
We take the time to understand your  
needs, and offer solutions that address 
every aspect of your care... the kind of care 
that you want and makes you happy.

At Care Indeed, 
we listen because 

we care.

HCO#414700023

(925) 317-3080• (925) 402-4411 
www.careindeed.com
info@careindeed.com 

Serving the Greater Bay Area
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Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special 
event or achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, 
scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a 
special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo 
along with your text (up to 250 words) to 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations 
and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some 
of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information 
about their activities.  Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with 
the subject header In Service to the Community.

Moraga Junior Women’s Club 
gives $10,000 to MEF and PTAs
Submitted by Jamie Patterson

From left, Christine Hammond, Moraga Juniors President, Heather Davis MEF President, and 
Diane Bode, Annie Browne and Jennifer McCollum, event chairs. Not pictured: event chair 
Shannon Collins.

Thanks to all those who broke out their 
best cowboy hats, boots and plaid shirts 

to wear to the Moraga Juniors Women Club’s 
second annual Hometown Hoedown at Cam-
pana Farm on Oct. 1, benefiting MEF.
	 A great time was had by all for a great 
cause. The event included a BBQ dinner, 

dancing, field games, photo booth and silent 
auction. 
	 Heather Davis, president of the Moraga 
Education Foundation, was presented a 
$10,000 check at the Moraga Juniors’ No-
vember meeting. The funds will go to both 
the MEF and Moraga school district PTAs.

Lafayette Rotary Gives Donation 
to All-Access Playground
Submitted by Matthew M. Pease

From left, Norma Evens, Matt Pease, Kevin Reneau, John Erickson and Buddy Brodwin	 Photo provided

The Lafayette Rotary Club recently made 
a $5,000 donation to support the con-

struction of an All Access Playground in the 
Moraga Commons Park. 
	 The Lamorinda All-Access playground 
is being designed to fill the need for out-
door recreational opportunities for children 
throughout Contra Costa County who have 
physical or developmental disabilities, al-
lowing them to play side-by-side with fam-
ily members or friends who might not have 
any disabilities. The plan calls for 24 pieces 
of equipment that will focus on sensory 
stimulation including tactile, visual, auditory 
skills and provide safe access for those who 
have mobility issues. 
	 The development of the playground is 
being headed by the Moraga Rotary Club and 
is being supported by the Town of Moraga. 
“There is a population of over 100,000 resi-

dents that have been underserved in outdoor 
recreational experiences and this playground  
will open up an opportunity for all children 
to develop physical, cognitive, sensory and 
social skills,” according to Kevin Reneau, 
the president of Moraga Rotary. 
	 “We are delighted to be an early support-
er of this playground and are excited about 
the impact it can make in the communities 
surrounding Lamorinda” said Norma Evans, 
the president of Lafayette Rotary. The play-
ground will cost approximately $450,000 to 
build and individuals or organizations can 
direct inquiries about support to Reneau at 
kreneau@senitorhelper.com. 
	 Lafayette Rotary meets at 12:15 p.m. on 
Thursdays at Oakwood Athletic Club and 
visitors are welcome to join them for lunch. 
You can get additional information about La-
fayette Rotary at info@rotarylafayette.org.

Assistance League of  Diablo 
Valley Schedules Prospective 
Member Coffee in January
Submitted by Betty Miller

Since 1967, Assistance League of Dia-
blo Valley, a nonprofit member volun-

teer organization, has improved lives in our 
community through hands-on programs. Its 
primary fundraiser is the Assistance League 
Way Side Inn Thrift Shop, a well-known 
landmark located at 3521 Golden Gate Way, 
in Lafayette. 
	 In response to the needs of its client 
base, Assistance League of Diablo Valley 
is reaching out to residents who would en-
joy clothing elementary schoolchildren for 
a more successful educational experience, 
performing educational puppet shows for 
schoolchildren, reading to second grade stu-
dents, or helping in supplying emergency 

clothing, food and supplies to those in crisis. 
Two recently formed philanthropic programs 
concern implementing art in the classroom 
and staffing the Listen Program, which helps 
identify students with verbal expression. 
Two other programs address the needs of se-
niors.
	 Residents interested in spending qual-
ity time and meeting energetic and upbeat 
people while helping those who are vulner-
able, phone 925-934-0901 to inquire about 
a Prospective Member Coffee scheduled for 
early January. For more information, please 
visit the website at www.diablovalley.assis-
tanceleague.org.

Find out why the Assistance League is so proud of the Way Side Inn Thrift Shop and be a part 
of its success. 							       Photo provided

Moraga Movers Gives Thanks to 
Safety Personnel this Holiday Season
Submitted By Phillip Arth

Members of Moraga’s safety community were honored at a holiday dinner, courtesy of Moraga 
Movers.

On Nov. 14, Moraga Movers treated 
members of the Moraga Police Depart-

ment, Moraga-Orinda Fire District, and the 
town manager to a scrumptiously yummy 
Thanksgiving Dinner with all the fixings and 
pumpkin pie topped with whipped cream. 
Included in the attendance of 170 there was 
the entire police department along with many 
members of MOFD.
	 The theme for the evening was to give 
thanks to those who put themselves at risk 
on a daily basis to keep all of Lamorinda safe 
in our community. And Moraga Movers also 
recognized Town Manager Bob Priebe for 
his 37 years of service on the police force.  
	 At the beginning of the evening Fire 
Chief Stephen Healy offered a few words of 
thanks followed by Police Chief Jon King 
introducing each member of his department. 
Then Battalion Chief Jerry Lee did the same 

for each member of the MOFD.
	 After the meal Priebe briefly addressed 
the crowd, which was followed by King of-
fering a short power-point presentation on 
safety and pleading for everyone to lock 
their cars and houses and generally be vigi-
lant. Then King raffled off a home security 
system that was contributed by the police 
department.  Finally, Phillip Arth, president 
of Moraga Movers, who emceed the event, 
brought the evening to a close, again thank-
ing all the safety personnel for their service.
	 Moraga Movers offers activities for 
adults aged 55-plus by keeping them en-
gaged and active. On Dec. 5 the membership 
gathered at the Soda Center for celebration 
and a fine meal followed with entertainment 
by the world-renowned Saint Mary’s cho-
rale.

Youth Ink 2017: A Middle-School 
Writing Contest to Support 
Literary Arts 
Submitted by Chantal Valentine

The Orinda Junior Women’s Club (Orin-
da Juniors) presents Youth Ink 2017, 

the annual creative writing contest open to 
all sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade students 
who live in or attend school in Orinda.  
	 The Youth Ink 2017 prompt is “60 Sec-
onds.” This prompt was chosen because it 
encompasses almost limitless potential for 
subject matter, thereby encouraging young 
writers to personalize their pieces. 
	 Organizers say the first rule is to write 
about anything you like: real or imaginary.  
There is no limit to the imagination, and en-
trants do not have to adhere to the prompt.  
Whatever you write about, just remember to 
have fun!
	 “We eagerly await the results of how 
Orinda’s talented young writers approach 
this year’s prompt, although they can write 
about anything they choose,” said Amy 
Stuffmann, president of Orinda Juniors.
	 Co-sponsors of Youth Ink 2017, includ-
ing The Orinda Association, Friends of the 
Orinda Library and The Orinda Community 
Foundation, make it possible to provide priz-

es of $250 for first place, $125 for second 
place, $75 for third place, and gift certificates 
for 10 honorable mentions.
	 A panel of several local professional 
writers, including reporters and best-selling 
novelists, will evaluate Youth Ink 2017 sub-
missions and choose winners.  The judges’ 
names will be shared when the winners are 
announced at an awards ceremony at the 
Orinda Public Library at 6 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 20. The public is welcome to attend.
	 Youth Ink 2017 submissions will be ac-
cepted on an ongoing basis once the compe-
tition opens, but must be hand-delivered to 
a designated school representative or post-
marked by Wednesday, Feb. 15 and mailed 
to Orinda Junior Women’s Club, Post Of-
fice Box 40, Orinda, CA 94563 in order to 
be considered for an award.  Youth Ink 2017 
submission forms are available through the 
administrative offices and English depart-
ments at Orinda Intermediate School, the 
Orinda Public Library, Orinda Academy, 
Athenian School, or online at www.orinda-
juniors.org.
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Thoughtful Food
Terrific Toffee for the Holidays
By Susie Iventosch

I usually shy away from making toffee at 
home because I’ve failed at it numerous 

times. It has turned out chewy, or burned, 
or even completely separated by cooking it 
to the point of no return. I usually just wait 
for my neighbor, Paula, to make her annual 
holiday trek bearing tins of her awesome 
toffee. I heed the warning: Don’t try this at 
home. So, when my son asked me to teach 
him how to make toffee this year, I was re-
luctant, nervous really. How about making 
croissants, like your sister wanted to do? 
	 But, when the next gens ask you to teach 
them how to cook something, I believe you 
have to give it your best shot. Well, try we 
did, and although I was skeptical to the 
very end, we were both extremely pleased 

with the outcome. Maybe it was his magic 
touch, or perhaps the marble slab we used, 
or maybe even the fact this recipe does not 
call for water, but our toffee turned out to 
be one of the best either of us had ever tast-
ed. It was crunchy just like it’s supposed to 
be, and the dark chocolate and toasted nuts 
were a great compliment. 
	 I hope you have as much luck as we 
did on our batch. It may really just have 
been pure luck this time, but it has given 
me hope to try it again!
	 If you plan to make this toffee, be sure 
to have an accurate candy thermometer 
and the patience to try again, if at first you 
don’t succeed.

Delicious holiday toffee doesn’t have to be difficult to make.	
 Photos Susie Iventosch

INGREDIENTS
2 cups salted butter
2 cups white sugar
Dash salt
2 cups dark or bittersweet chocolate chips
½ cup chopped pecans, toasted
½ cup sliced or chopped almonds, toasted

DIRECTIONS
	 Prepare a large baking sheet by lining it 
with either parchment paper or foil, or better 
yet, if you have a marble slab, that is a fantastic 
surface for letting the toffee set up after it’s 
cooked. 
	 Toast both the pecans and almonds on a baking sheet in a 400-degree oven, or in a 
dry frying pan over medium-high heat, until they are browned and become fragrant, 
approximately 5-7 minutes. Set aside. (We toasted them separately, so we could use one 
kind of nut on each half of the toffee, but you could certainly mix the two nuts, if you’d 
like to.)
	 Place butter, sugar and salt in a heavy large pot. Cook over medium heat, stirring with 
a wooden spoon until the butter melts. Then, bring the mixture to a boil and continue to 
cook over medium heat, stirring occasionally and gently, until the temperature reaches 
285 degrees and it turns to a dark amber color. This may take a while, especially if your 
burner is on the lower side of medium. We checked the temperature frequently with the 
candy thermometer. Once our candy reached 285 degrees, we cooked it just another 
minute or so to get the right color, but here is where you and run the risk of overcook-
ing and burning it or separating it, so tread lightly at this point.  You want to cook until it 
reaches the right temperature and the right color, but without separating or burning.  
	 Once you’ve reached the right color and temperature, pour the mixture out onto your 
prepared surface. Evenly sprinkle the chocolate chips over the toffee and as they melt, 
spread with a spatula to cover entire surface. Immediately sprinkle with nuts and press 
nuts into the chocolate, using your hand or a spatula.
	 Cool toffee completely, and then break into pieces. Store in an airtight container. 
Actually, you might not have to worry about storing … it will be gone before you know 
it!
	 Have fun and good luck!

Susie can be reached at 
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our website: www.
lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like to share your 
favorite recipe with Susie please contact her by email 
or call our office at 
(925) 377-0977.

Children Learn the Twists and Turns of  Making Challah 
By Cathy Dausman

A standard Challah bread recipe 
calls for oil, salt, flour, yeast, 

eggs and water, but a child-specif-
ic Challah bake includes an abun-
dance of flour dust, sticky fingers 
and laughter. 
	 Twenty-seven children and 
14 adults recently dove wrist 
deep into Chabad of Lamorinda’s 
Kids Mega Challah Bake at La-
fayette Library and Learning 
Center. The list of those wish-

ing to participate had simply 
outgrown its original site, Rabbi 
Yisroel Labowski’s home. 
	 In the simplest form Challah is a loaf 
of bread, but its significance dates back two 
millennia, the Rabbi and his wife Tzipora 
explained. Challah is special Jewish braided 
bread eaten on Sabbath and during holidays. 
Jewish families making bread two thousand 
years ago were commanded to offer a small 
piece of their dough to the priest in the Holy 
Temple. 

	 “We want to teach the children the mitz-
vah (good deed) of making bread,” Labows-
ki explained. “Today, there is no temple,” 
Tzipora explained to the crowd, “but we do 
have the bread.” 
	 Participants donned plastic 
aprons, gloves and paper hats, 
combined wet and dry ingredi-
ents and began to stir. The wooden 
spatula was abandoned when the 
stirring got tough and sticky fin-
gers took up the kneading. The 
dough was allowed to rise before 
each baker separated and rolled 
pieces. One participant observed 
the bread braiding process was not 
unlike braiding her sister’s hair. 
	 The braided loaf was taken 
home where it would be coated 
with egg whites, perhaps deco-
rated with poppy or sesame seeds, 
then baked and served after recit-

ing a blessing. Those too timid 
to bake can find Challah loaves 
at Trader Joe’s and Whole Foods, 
Lafayette, and Oakland’s Grand 
Bakery (through Dec. 23) or 
adorning someone’s Hanukkah ta-

ble. Hanukkah begins at sundown 
December 24 this year.
	 There will be a 
Mega Challah Bake at  
7 p.m. Dec. 15 at  the Lafayette 
Veterans Memorial Building.

Orinda’s Charlee Spence adds the proper twist to her Challah loaf.	
Photos Cathy Dausman

Front, from left, Rebecca Johnson, Kayla Smith, Tamar Links, Max Freeman; rear, from left, Rachel Valentine, 
Charlee Spence, Julia Johnson, Beatrice Hearey, Alyssa Smith
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
Flat Monthly Fee

Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

 
Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 12/30/16. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Not to be missed Not to be missed

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lafayette United Methodist Church 
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org

Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others, 
and Serve the World

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
WINTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

NOVEMBER 20, 2016 – JANUARY 8, 2017 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Please submit:
Events:  calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Stories:  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Letters:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Opinion:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES AND 
EVENTS

A no-cost present wrapping 
room with everything you need 
to wrap gifts will be open again 
this year through Dec. 24 at 5A 
Rent-A-Space, 455 Moraga 
Road in Moraga. Free.

“How Can I Keep From Sing-
ing,” WomenSing’s holiday 
concert, is from 8 to 10 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 14 at Church 
of Santa Maria, 40 Santa Maria 
Way, Orinda. The concert offers 
an eclectic mix of carols, classi-
cal favorites, and new works, for 
a joyful and comforting holiday 
musical event. Cost: $28 general 
admission; $10 for students. For 
more info see www.womensing.
org/content/how-can-i-keep-
singing, call (925) 798-4875 or 
email info@womensing.org. 

Acalanes Choral Department 
presents “Winter Wind, Winter 
Moon.” Come to Acalanes to en-
joy a winter choral concert in the 
Performing Arts Center at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 15. Chorale, 
Women’s Ensemble, Bella Voce 
and special guests Nothing But 
Treble and 2Pitchy4U will per-
form, as well as Women’s Octet, 
Harmonix and the Innuendoes. 
Students are free, seniors are $5 
and adults are $10. Go to http://
bit.ly/choral-tickets to purchase 
tickets.

The Contra Costa Mega Chal-
lah Bake is at 7 p.m. Dec. 15 at 
the Lafayette Veterans’ Memo-
rial, 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in 
Lafayette. Registration begins 
at 6:30 p.m. Discover the art of 
challah making from scratch and 
the mystique of the time-honored 
tradition. $18 with advanced 
registration. RSVP required at 
www.Jewishcontracosta.com/
ChallahBake.
 
“A Child’s Christmas in 
Wales” — An illustrated histo-
ry and reading is at 6 p.m. on Dec 
15 in the Lafayette Library Com-
munity Hall. Explore the won-
der, nostalgia, and Welsh charm 
of Dylan Thomas’s holiday 
poem in this special celebration 
and reading by guest presenter 
Dulais Rhys. Please register for 
this free event at www.tinyurl.
com/LAFwales.

Santa will be in Moraga from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. 17 for 
photos at 5A Rent-a-Space, 455 
Moraga Road. Come by to get a 
free photo with a frame, cookies, 
cocoa and arts and crafts.

“The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever,” presented by Town Hall 
Theatre, runs through Dec. 17 in 
Lafayette. For show times and 
tickets, call 925.283.1557 or see 
www.TownHallTheatre.com.

Daughters of the Goddess, a 
Bay Area women-only Goddess 
Temple, will be holding its year-
ly Winter Solstice Ritual starting 
at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
21. Location: East Bay address 
given upon RSVP. Newcomers 
$15.

Jennifer Permutter Gallery 
presents It’s the Small Things 
holiday small works exhibit 
through 23. Enjoy wine and re-
freshments, art by Bay Area 
artists, priced for gift giving. 
Original Oils, mixed media, 
photographs, Pit fired and Raku 
ceramics. 3620 Mt Diablo Blvd, 
Lafayette. jenniferperlmuttergal-
lery.com.

The Valley Art Gallery’s 51st 
annual Holiday Collection for 
Artful Giving runs through Dec. 
24. It includes a wide variety 
of beautifully crafted ceramic, 
wood and glass pieces, original 
designer jewelry, small paint-
ings, textile holiday decorations 
and other one-of-a-kind gifts, all 
handcrafted by our local artists. 
Plus join them for the new event: 
“Trunk Shows,” on Dec. 15, 
featuring Nancy Meaden (hand 
painted silk scarves) and Gila 
Sagy (fused glass.) 1661 Botelho 
Dr. # 110, Walnut Creek. www.
valleyartgallery.org.

Community Concern for Cats 
is hosting its second annual 
Giving Tree through Dec. 24 at 
its upscale thrift shop, Rescued 
Treasures, 1270 Newell Ave. in 
Walnut Creek. All proceeds go 
toward life-saving procedures for 
homeless cats and kittens in lo-
cal neighborhoods. You can also 
bring joy and peace into your life 
this holiday season: open your 
home to a new kitten or cat. Visit 
their kitties at adoption events 
from 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday, Dec. 17 and 18. Our lo-
cations are Pet Food Express in 
Lafayette and Pleasant Hill, and 
Petco in Walnut Creek. For more 
information, see www.communi-
tyconcernforcats.org. 

Come together with family 
and friends to celebrate the fes-
tival of Hanukkah! Chabad of 
Lamorinda presents the Grand 
Menorah Lighting at 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 25 at Lafayette 
Plaza Park. Children and adults 
alike will enjoy latkes, donuts, 
dreidels, coins, music, dancing, 
Hanukkah gifts and Hanukkah 
Gelt. For more information con-
tact Chabadoflamorinda.com/
Menorah, (925) 384-7242.

ART

Lamorinda Arts Alliance an-
nounces a new show at the Orin-
da Library, People, Places and 
Things, running through Jan. 2. 
This show represents all media 
and many styles from realism to 
abstraction. Many of the paint-
ings and photographs are scenes 
that will be familiar to Bay Area 
residents. 

The City of Lafayette Public 
Art Committee welcomes its 
latest art exhibit featuring the 
Bay Area Studio Artists (BASA). 
The exhibit is on display in the 
Library Gallery adjacent to the 
Community Hall at the Lafay-
ette Library and Learning Center 
(LLLC) now through Feb. 13. 
www.bayareastudioartists.com.

Moraga Art Gallery’s new 
exhibit Beauty Near and Far 
features oil landscapes by Wal-
nut Creek artist Kerima Swain, 
whose vibrant colors and sun-
dappled landscapes transport 
viewers to sites around the 
world, from Saint Mary’s Col-
lege and the Golden Gate to the 
Greek isle of Hydra and beyond. 
Also featured is a boldly-hued 
collection of pit and saggar-fired 
ceramics by guest artist Lesley 
Jensen. The show runs through 
Jan. 7. For more information, 
visit www.moragaartgallery.com 
or call (925) 376-5407.

OTHER

Welcome to Medicare is a free 
class presented by the Contra 
Costa Health Insurance Counsel-
ing and Advocacy Program (HI-
CAP). You will learn when and 
how to enroll, about Medicare 
costs and benefits, prescription 
coverage, Medicare Advantage 
plans (HMOs), Medicare Sup-
plements and how Medicare co-
ordinates with other coverage. 7 
to 9:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
14 at John Muir Medical Center, 
Walnut Creek. See www.cchi-
cap.org or call (925) 602-4163 
for more information.

The Mt. Diablo Peace and Jus-
tice Center is hosting an eve-
ning potluck and presentation by 
tour guides Seema Dajani and 
Judith Gussman of Mejdi Tours 
who will discuss an upcoming 
tour to Israel and Palestine they 
have planned, at 6 p.m. on Dec 
15 in the Owl Room, MDUUC, 
55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek. 
More info on the tour at www.
mejditours.com/open-tour/rays-
of-hope-tour/. Tickets are $10 in 
advance / $15 at the door, FREE 
for Students / half-price for MT-
DPC members. For more info 
call (925) 933-7850. Pre-register 
at www.ourpeacecenter.org. 

The 75 Anniversary Celebra-
tion for the Orinda Theatre is at 
7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 29. Step 
back in time to Dec. 29, 1941 – 
the Grand Opening of the Orinda 
Theatre. They will re-create that 
celebration with a ventriloquist, 
short films, movie reels, and the 
feature film “Texas” staring Glen 
Ford and William Holden. There 
will be a spotlight, a red carpet, 
and the staff will be wearing 
1940s uniforms. Attendees are 
encouraged to dress in 1940s 
attire. Tickets are 50 cents. See 
story page B1)

Join Tony La Russa and ARF 
for a hilarious night of com-
edy benefiting ARF’s programs at 
7:30 p.m. on Jan. 6 at the Lesher 
Center for the Arts in Walnut 
Creek. Comedy Night features 
acclaimed comedians Larry 
“Bubbles” Brown, Maureen Lan-
gan, Kabir “Kabeezy” Singh, 
Patrick McDermott, Jill Maragos, 
and Johnny Steele. Tickets are on 
sale now at (925) 943-SHOW or 
www.lesherartscenter.org, priced 
from $25 to $60. Order today — 
this event will sell out quickly! 
Visit www.arflife.org for ongoing 
show updates. 

10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Christmas Eve Worship
Saturday, December 24 —  5,  9 & 11PM

Christmas Day Worship
Sunday, December 25 —  10:30AM

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

Christmas at St. Stephen’s 
Sunday 18 Christmas Pageant: 10am service
Sunday 18 Festival of Lessons & Carols @ 5pm
Saturday 24 Christmas Eve Services:

4pm (family service), 8pm, and 11pm
Sunday 25 Christmas Day: One service at 10am

JOIN US FOR OUR 
TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS 

EVE CHORAL SERVICE
Glorious music • Inspirational worship
St. Giles’ Episcopal Church

meeting in
St. Mary’s College Chapel

1928 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
December 24th at 9:00 p.m.

www.stgiles-moraga.org
925-376-5770

Sorry, No Service Christmas Day

Lamorinda Theatre Company performers at  It’s a Wonderful Life Holiday Celebration in Lafayette	 Photo Gint Federas
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Service Clubs Announcements

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Quality Hearing Aids • In Ear Monitors • Ear Mold Impressions

M
usicians H

earing P
rotection

Swim Plugs • Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations
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FREE Consultations
FREE Hearing Screenings
and now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga
Mon – Sat: 10 - 7 Sun: 10 - 6

(925) 377-9997
(925) 708-3448

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $50
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $35

Full Set or Fill-in Gels $30

Anniversary14 Years in Business
New Partnership 

FREE Hot Wax or Designs or Buffer Shinny
For any combination Nails & Feet service

(Please Bring Coupon When You Visit Our Shop)
$5 OFF*

*min. charge $30

THANK YOU
LAMORINDA
CUSTOMERS

No need for 
Appointment please

We have Expert
Manicurist.

Walk-In Welcome

Lamorinda Weekly      
is an independent publication, produced by and for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA

26,600 printed copies; delivered to homes & businesses in Lamorinda.
Contact us:
Letters to the editor (max 350 words): letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Delivery issues: homedelivery@lamorindaweekly.com
Event listings: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Business press releases: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
General interest stories/Community Service: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Layout/Graphics:  Andy Scheck.  Printed in CA.

Mailing address: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O. Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570-6133  
Phone: 925-377-0977; Fax: 1-800-690-8136
email: info@lamorindaweekly.com   website: www.lamorindaweekly.com

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories From Our Last Issue:

- Roundabout New Lights will Aid in Fixing Traffic Woes
- Acalanes Volleyball Advance to D3 CIF State Title Game
- Lafayette Identifies New Home for Police
- MOFD Steps Up its Financial Transparency
- MOFD to Work to Improve Poor Water Flow in Orinda
- Round Table Pizza: Late Night and Group Options for Moraga
- Letters to the Editor
- Residents Concerned About More Traffic on Canyon Road, Saying it Endangers Students at JM
- Lafayette Local Eden Sussenguth to Compete for Miss California Crown
- Carr Ranch Saved

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the 
link below the story.

Film Clips
Powerful ‘Manchester By the Sea’  
Will Swim in Oscar Nominations
By Derek Zemrak

The Oscar Nominations 
will be announced on 

Jan. 24 and I guarantee you 
will be hearing “Manchester 
By the Sea” several times. 
It has already won best film 
honors of 2016 from the Na-
tional Board of Review and 
nominated for eight Broad-
cast Film Critics Association 
Awards. 
	 “Manchester By the Sea” 
is directed by two-time Oscar 
Nominee Kenneth Lonergan. 
Lonergan was first nomi-
nated for an Oscar in 2001 
for Best Writing, Screen-
play Written Directly for the 
Screen, for “You Can Count 
on Me” and again in 2003 
for Best Writing, Original 
Screenplay, for “Gangs of 
New York.” Lonergan knows 
how to write a compelling 
story and his direction will 
make you think of your own 
life and how precious that 
truly is.
	 Lee Chandler (Casey Af-
fleck) is an apartment com-
plex maintenance man for 
several buildings in the Bos-
ton area who enjoys the sim-
ple things, including small 
talk with the tenants. In the evenings, every-
thing changes. Lee is a barfly who seems to rel-
ish getting into fights. Lonergan quickly shows 
that the past is destroying Lee from the inside 
out. 
	 Lee’s life takes a tragic turn when his broth-
er dies of congestive heart failure and Lee must 
return to his hometown. If the death of a sibling 
is not enough to turn one’s world upside down, 
Lee learns that he is the guardian to his 16-year-
old nephew, Patrick (Lucas Hedges). Going 
back home with a troubled past complicates the 
situation for Lee, who must face his ex-wife, 
Randi, portrayed by three-time Oscar nominee 
Michelle Williams (“Brokeback Mountain,” 
“Blue Valentine,” “My Week with Marilyn”). 
	 Affleck has played this Boston-type charac-

ter in previous films like “Good Will Hunting,” 
but never at this level of performance. Affleck 
will be the front-runner for the Oscar with a 
close second by Denzel Washington for his role 
in “Fences,” which will be in theaters on Christ-
mas Day. Look for Oscar nods as well for Wil-
liams, Hedges and Lonergan. 
	 “Manchester By the Sea” is a raw, real-life 
drama. It is my favorite film so far this year. 
Lonergan has the talent to balance all kinds of 
emotions and even finds humor in the darkest 
periods. It is a movie that will pull you in and 
demand your fullest attention. The subject mat-
ter is not easy, but then again life is not easy.
	 “Manchester By the Sea” is rated R for 
strong use of language and some sexual content. 
TRT (Total Running Time) is two hours and 17 
minutes.

Kyle Chandler and Casey Affleck in “Manchester By the Sea.” 
Photo credit: Claire Folger, Courtesy of Amazon 

Studios and Roadside Attractions

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am 
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, 

Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. 
For more info, please email us at 

lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Holiday comedy with 
Veronica Dangerfield!

LN-4 Hand mission to 
Nicaragua with Rich and Valerie 

Shearer

December 23December 16

Teardrop Trailer workers never rest. Their focused goal...
surpass the very best.

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

FALL SPECIAL
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Orinda
Chamber of Commerce

Thank you for Shopping
Local this Holiday

Come discover WHIMSY - Lafayett e’s 
latest and greatest children’s clothing store. 

Owned and operated by a local Lafayett e 
mom, Whimsy is an independent business 
designed to off er beautiful unique clothing, 
accessories, and gift s for babies, children and 
tweens.  Our brands include Splendid, Ella 
Moss, Catimini, Mimi and Maggie, Mayoral, 
Bitz Kids, Petit Bateau…  Come discover 
our amazing seasonal and year round col-
lections – we off er school clothes, holiday 
att ire, and everything in between.

3643 Mt. Diablo Blvd.  
Lafayett e

(925) 444-3184
next to Trader Joe’s in Lafayett e

Happy Holidays!

LAFAYETTE | OAKLAND | HANKANDFRANK.COM

15% OFF ANY ITEM
 ALL BIKES, PARTS & ACCESSORIES
 IN-STOCK ITEMS ONLY.  EXPIRES 12/27/16. NOT VALID W/OTHER OFFERS.
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL BBBBBBBBBBBBBBIIIIIIIIKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSS,,,,,,, PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOORRRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

 INININNININININNNNIN-ST-ST-ST-ST-STSTOCKOCKOCOCKOCKOCKOCKOCOCKKK IT ITITITITITTITEMSEMSMSMSSEMSEMSEMSMMSM  ON ONONON ONONONON ONNNONLY.LY.LY.LY.Y.LYLYLY.   EEEEEXPIXPIXPIXPIPIPXXPPIPXPIRESRESRESRESRESRREESRESR S 12 1121212 2 122/27/27/27/27/272/ /16/16//166/1616666/1 . N. N. N. NNNNNNN. NOTOTOT OTOOT TOT O VALVALVAVALVALVALVALVALVALAVAVV ID ID IDDIDD W/OW/OW/OW/W/OW/OW/OWWW/ THETHETHHETHEHEETHH R OR OR OR OR OR OR OOR FFEFFFEFFEFFFEFFERS.RS.RS.RSRSRRSS..RSS

15% OFF ANY ITEM
 ALL BIKES, PARTS & ACCESSORIES
 IN-STOCK ITEMS ONLY.  EXPIRES 12/27/16. NOT VALID W/OTHER OFFERS.

Local Art for gifting or keeping
Holiday Hours: Tuesday-Sat 12-7p
3620 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
jenniferperlmuttergallery.com

YOU’RE INVITED
Come on by A Runner’s Mind to receive a

from our professionally trained team members

3541 PLAZA DRIVE LAFAYETTE, CA // WWW.ARUNNERSMIND.COM

COMPLIMENTARY GAIT ANALYSIS

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH

A RUNNER’S MIND

To:
mom, Dad,

Aunt Suzy, GrandPa

... a gift for your

home or Garden
971 Moraga Rd

La Fiesta Square
Lafayette

925-284-4720

Free Gift Wrapping

Free Lamorinda Delivery

Free Gift with $25 purchase

TO:

www.moragafacials.com
Ariel is a fi ve-star Esthetician in Moraga.

Custom Facial Gift Packages
 • $60 for At-Home Facial Kit
 • $110 for a custom facial and one free product
 • $150 for a detailed education, custom facial, 
  extras, and 2 free products 
               (Good for ACNE or NEW to facials)

For phone-in orders only.  925-388-6021

Fragrant Christmas Greenery
Ilex berries Gerbera
daisies white cushion 
mums gold and silver
magnolia leaves
and nine inch Taper 
candles

Order today
925-376-5974

586 Center Street, at the Rheem Shopping 
Center in Moraga   

Holiday 
Gifts at

1480-G Moraga 

Road, Moraga

925.376.3600

• Fresh flowers
• Home decor
• Unique gifts
• Holiday 
    Ornaments

Sanvitalia Home & Garden

2 Theatre Square. #110  
925.258.6900

3581-c Mt Diablo Blvd Lafayette, CA
(down the alley from PaTXi’S pizza)

Hours: M-S 10-6pm
Sunday 12-5pm

Bel & Bunna wish you a

21 & 19 Orinda Way, Orinda      Mon.-Sat. 10:30 to 5:00

At the NEW and LIKE NEW 
Consignment Store Boutique
• Fine jewelry, sterling silver, costume, and vintage
• Quality name brand furniture, decor, art, and rugs
• Men and women’s fashion accessories and handbags
• Collectibles and antiques

www.hiltonhousedesigns.com    (925) 254-1113

Shop Orinda!

FREE $25 promo card
when you buy $100 in gift cards or

FREE $50 promo card
when you buy $150 in gift cards

Offer valid November 7 - December 24.

558 Center St., Moraga   (925) 376-3689

HOLIDAY SALE

30-60% OFF

DIAMONDSOLITAIRE
PENDANTNECKLACE

All Fine Jewelry

DIAMONDSTUD
EARRINGS

MORAGA JEWELERS
562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center   (925) 376-1283
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Back in the middle of Septem-
ber, when the Campolindo 

football team was sitting at 2-2, 
head coach Kevin Macy never 
could have imagined that the 
Cougars were on the way to an 
NCS trifecta and a state champi-
onship appearance. 
	 “We never thought we’d get 
to this point,” admitted Macy, 
whose Cougars will face Bakers-
field Christian in the CIF State 
Division 4-AA Championship on 
Dec. 17 in Bakersfield. “We had 
so many injuries early in the year 
(and to) some of our better kids.”
	 The injuries began to mount 
– even before the Cougars lost 
to San Jose-powerhouse Valley 
Christian, 21-7, on Aug. 26 in the 
first game of the season. 
	 “Chris Brahney broke his an-
kle. He’s our heart and soul kid,” 
Macy said of the junior lineman. 
“That happened in our intrasqaud 
scrimmage.”
	 The Cougars lost four more 
players during the defeat to Val-
ley Christian.
	 “At that point, we’re go-
ing, ‘We’re not going to make it 
through the season,’” Macy re-
called. 
	 Playing in the NCS Division 
2 bracket for the first time, Cam-
polindo overcame the injuries 
and found a way. Brahney was 
one of the Cougars who returned 
to the field during the team’s run 
to a third consecutive NCS title, 
which concluded when the team 
dismantled Windsor, 40-20, at 
DVC on Dec. 2. 
	 “They did it all through de-
termination more than anything 
else,” Macy said. “So, I think 
this (NCS title) stands out pretty 
highly in terms of the others ones 
just because all the limitations 
that this team had going into the 
year and throughout the year.” 
	 Throughout the season, the 
right arm of Jacob Westphal – the 

team’s senior quarterback – has 
been the primary reason why the 
team has advanced as far as it 
has. Against Windsor, Westphal 
threw for 289 yards (20-for-36) 
while slinging four touchdowns. 
Junior wide receiver John Tor-
chio added on a 53-yard strike.
	 “Our receivers have been 
pretty solid all year,” Marcy said. 
“So we count on them.”
	 Against Windsor, seniors Lev 
Garcia and Raymond Berzins 
along with junior Vincent Mos-
sotti all caught touchdowns. Tor-
chio hauled in a pair. 
	 The Cougars also received an 
unexpected boost from the stable 
of running backs – even with the 
team sporting a makeshift offen-
sive line. 
	 “We didn’t think we were go-
ing to have much success running 
the ball. It hasn’t been a strength 
of ours. But Matthew Ringquist, 
who’s a solid receiver, he had a 
great game running the ball,” 
Macy said of the senior who led 
the way with 75 yards. “And 
(junior) Shun Ishida has helped, 
giving us somebody else who can 
carry the ball in the playoffs.”
	 Facing off against Palma at 
Rabobank Stadium in Salinas on 
Dec. 9, the Cougars won 30-21 to 
claim the NorCal Division 4-AA 
Championship. 
	 In Campolindo’s second state 
bowl appearance in as many 
seasons, Westphal went for 402 
yards (29-for-42), connecting 
on touchdowns to Garcia and 
senior Kannah Cruickshank. Se-
nior running back Branden Bo-
cobo added a touchdown on the 
ground on a night when the Cou-
gars overcame four turnovers to 
secure the win. 
	 “Oh, no doubt we feel proud 
about it,” Macy said about mak-
ing back-to-back bowl trips. 
“And I don’t think it’s (like) we 
didn’t think we could do it. At 

this point we’re just thinking, 
‘How long can we endure?’”
	 The victory over Palma gave 
Campo an 11-3 record, marking 
the team’s 14th game of the year 
after playing 16 in 2015 and 16 
the season before that. 
	 “It’s more than 16 games on 
our bodies when you think about 
it because we don’t have depth, 
we don’t have size, we don’t 
have backups,” Macy said. “So, 
really, for us, a 16-game season 
is more like a 24-game season on 
our bodies compared to the big 
schools with big kids and depth.”
	 Now, the showdown with  
Bakersfield is the lone remaining 
game on the Cougars’ schedule.
	 “We’re proud,” Macy said. 
“We’re excited that we now have 
a legacy of going to state games.”
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Lamorinda Lacrosse Club
Registration for the Spring 2017 season will open on Sept. 15 
to returning players.  New player registration will open Oct. 1.
Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com for more
information and details  regarding spring registration and fall ball clinics.
Contact Jin Peavey at lamorindalaxops@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Lamorinda Rugby Football Club
On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2016 rugby season!
Season runs December through March for youth, and through
April for High School. Teams for girls and guys ages 6-19 .
No prior rugby experience necessary. Practices are located at
the Wilder Fields in Orinda.

Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorugby.com.
For questions, contact Doug Pearson at dpearson@lee-associates.com.

AMAZINGLY

VERSATILE!
LYYYY
LE

FABULOUSLY
FLATTERING!

SHOP SYMPLI EVERYDAY AT
WWW.SPECIALTEESBOUTIQE.COM

977 MORAGA ROAD LAFAYETTE, CA 94549

YYYYY
E!

MPLI EVERYD

LARGEST
SELECTION
AROUND!

Campo Football Wins Third 
Consecutive NCS Title, 
Advances to State Championship
By Karl Buscheck

John Torchio

An ecstatic Cougar football team will return to the State title game. 	 Photos Gint Federas

PAVERS
Custom Paver Design

& the Highest Quality Installation

• Pool Decks • Driveways • Patios • Walkways • Retaining Walls • Synthetic Turf

FREE
DEMOLITION
& Removal

OF YOUR CONCRETE*

*Cannot be combined with other offers. Only 
applies to the installed area with 400 sq.ft. minimum.
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 

WALNUT CREEK 

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Guitar Lessons

Lamorinda Guitar Lessons
Folk, Rock, Blues & Jazz

Serving Lamorinda since 1980
925-933-3111

www.lamorindaguitarlessons.com
jackeskridgeguitar@gmail.com

Insurance

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height  
Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com
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Acalanes Girls Volleyball Team Wins  
‘Instant Classic’ to Claim First State Title
By Karl Buscheck

As Ernie Rodriguez stood on the sideline at Santiago 
Canyon College, the head coach of the Acalanes girls 

volleyball team was just trying to smile. 
	 After building up a 2-0 lead over Crossroads of Santa 
Monica in the CIF State Division 3 championship, the Dons 
had just dropped back-to-back sets. A decisive fifth set await-
ed. 
	 “It was one of the things my assistant coach, my wife 
(Shari), kept talking about in between timeouts,” Rodriguez 
explained. “We kept talking during the match and one of the 
things she kept telling me is, ‘Keep smiling. Make sure the 
girls see that.’”
	 While Rodriguez did his best to follow that advice, the 
coach was riding an emotional roller coaster. 
	 “Oh no. Absolutely not,” Rodriguez admitted when 
asked if his external demeanor reflected his internal feelings.
	 “Inside I’m actually talking to myself and (saying), ‘Hey, 
watch yourself. Watch how you say things.’ Things like that. 
As a coach, you’re sort of talking to yourself and say things 
to yourself before you say them out loud. But there are a 
couple instances there where I try to rev them up a little, raise 
my voice a little and get them going.”
	 The strategy worked, as the second-seeded Dons topped 
the No. 11 seed Crossroads 16-14 to claim the first state title 
in program history. 
	 “I can only imagine the way that Acalanes and Acalanes 
students feel,” Rodriguez said. “This is such a huge accom-
plishment. Not only for what they’ve done as a team, but as 
a school and against the schools that they compete against in 
our league – Campolindo and Miramonte are unbelievable 
programs.”
	 The final set against Crossroads in Orange featured seven 
lead changes and four ties. 
	 “It was an instant classic,” Rodriguez said. “From the  

beginning to the end, from us getting to the gym to us leaving 
the gym, it was a phenomenal day.”
	 The title-winning match marked the second week in a 
row that the Dons had to rally to extend their postseason run. 
	 “It was Sonora all over again,” Rodriguez said, referring 
to the team’s 3-2 comeback over Sonora in the NorCal State 
Championship on Nov. 26.
	 “The one thing that I told the girls is, ‘Just keep battling. 
Just keep after it. We’ve been here before. We were just here 
a week ago,’” Rodriguez said. “I actually believe that was a 
really comfortable feeling for us that we had been there just 
a week before in the exact same setting.”
	 Against Crossroads senior Parker Jones, who’s heading 
to University of Pennsylvania next fall, led both teams with 
18 kills. 
	 “Obviously, she’s our big-game hunter,” Rodriguez said. 
“She shows up for every game – whether it’s a league game 
or a big title match like the state championship – Parker 
Jones always shows up.”
	 The coach also praised the performances of the team’s 
two setters – (freshman) Lane Webster and (junior) Maddie 
Kalil – who combined for 57 assists, while singling out one 
of the team’s unexpected stars.
	 “The one that I don’t think anybody’s talking about is 
(sophomore) Roxy Cummings,” Rodriguez said. “She had, I 
would say, her season high kills in the biggest match of her 
life. She had 15 kills in this match and I don’t think she’s 
ever had over five the entire season.”
	 In Rodriguez’s first year in charge of the team, the state-
winning Dons ended the season 31-9 (7-3 in league).
	 “They did a phenomenal job of keeping their mind, keep-
ing mentally prepared and just going after it,” Rodriguez 
said. “It was a lot of fun to just watch these girls really grow 
up in front of your eyes.” Parker Jones	 Photos Craig Nelson

The proud Acalanes volleyball team  and coach Ernie Rodriguez with the trophy. The Lady Dons defeated Crossroads of Santa Monica in an emotional 3-2 match.
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(We prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi  and 1200 
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Campo Cross Country Runners 
Reach State Podium
Submitted by Eric Yabu

On Nov. 26 at Woodward Park in Fresno, 
the Campolindo boys and girls com-

peted at the California State Meet. For the 
first time since 2008, the Campolindo boys 
team claimed a spot on the podium with a 
third place finish in the Division 3 race. 

They were the only Northern California boys 
team to finish in the top three. Joining them 
as medalists were their teammates Isabella 
Chao and Hannah Ruane, who finished in 
sixth and ninth, respectively, to claim indi-
vidual awards.

Campolindo boys first row, from left, coach Chuck Woolridge, Ethan Sauerberg, Ray Diaz, 
Andrew Tseng, Kyle Flett, Navid Boozarpour. Second row, from left, coach Andy Lindquist, Niki 
Moore, Teddy Buckley, JJ Yabu, Richard Gong, coach Joey Woolridge and coach Jeff Thomas.

Campolindo girls runners Hannah Ruane (#228) and Isabella Chao (#223) lead the pack at the 
start of the Division 3 girls race.

St. Perpetua Girls Basketball 
Team Goes Undefeated
Submitted by Rhodora Del Rosario

The Saint Perpetua fourth-grade Ameri-
can girl’s basketball team went undefeated 

and won the 2016 Thanksgiving Turkey 
tournament.

Back row, from left, coach Brian Frechman, Carolyn Colachico, Violet Martin, Dulci Vail, Addi 
Ames, Campbell Evans and coach Mark Del Rosario; front row, from left, Mylie Jacquet, Natalie 
Frechman, Ella Del Rosario and Leila Hamadi.

Girls Soccer Teams Harbor High 
Hopes as DAL Season Approaches 
By Karl Buscheck

Embarking on his first season as the head 
coach of the Miramonte girls soccer 

team, Barry McQuain wasn’t on the sideline 
back in February when the Mats lost out in 
the NCS Division 3 title game.
	 Even still, the new coach can feel the 
impact of that runner-up finish on his new 
squad. 
	 “I think it makes you want it,” said Mc-
Quain, whose Mats are off to a 3-0-1 start. “It 
makes you want it even more.” 
	 The Mats, who open up the Diablo Ath-
letic League slate with a trip to Campolindo 
on Jan. 6, beat Albany on the road, 2-1, on 
Nov. 30, tied Bishop O’Dowd, 1-1, in Oak-
land on Dec. 3, hammered St. Mary’s, 5-0, in 
Albany on Dec. 6 and cruised past Oakland 
Tech, 5-0, on the road on Dec. 9.
	 “Our No. 1 goal is to have a successful 
season and we’re going to try to have a lot of 
fun,” McQuain said before stopping to cor-
rect himself. “That’s actually No. 1 (to have 
fun). That’s what we talk about first. Then 
we have specific goals. We want to win our 
league and we want to win NCS.”
	 As the Mats chase those goals, the team 
will be relying on a quartet of seniors to set 
the tone. Tessa Viola has emerged as the de-
facto team manager, as she works her way 
back from an ACL tear last season. McQuain 
is targeting a Senior Night return for Viola.
	 The other three seniors are Morgan 
Johnson, Mia Grillo and Samantha DeVec-
chi. McQuain called Johnson the defensive 
“rock,” credits Grillo with directing the of-
fense and dubbed DeVecchi the “on-field 
captain” who runs the game. 
	 “There are three captains and they’re 
really guiding the team,” McQuain said. 
“They’re the heart of the team.”
	 The Cougars, who begin the league cam-
paign with a showdown against the Mats 
next month, are angling to rebound from a 
2015-16 season that saw them left out of the 
NCS postseason picture. 
	 “Last year, we were unlucky, but at the 
same time, we didn’t perform at the same 
level I thought we would,” said head coach 
Ernesto Silva. 
	 “Our league is extremely competitive. 
All the teams we play are extremely good,” 
Silva added. “Right now, we’re just focusing 
on being able to play at the level that I know 

we can.”
	 To achieve that goal, Silva emphasized 
the importance of having all his players buy 
into his coaching philosophy, which he ad-
mitted could be a different message from 
what the players are used to hearing while 
playing for their respective club teams.
	 The message is resonating so far, as the 
Cougars own a 3-0-1 record in nonleague 
play. The team tied Mt. Eden, 1-1, in Hay-
ward on Nov. 17, crushed Pittsburg, 7-0, at 
home on Nov. 30, dispatched Hayward, 6-2, 
on the road on Dec. 2 and topped Ygnacio 
Valley, 3-0, in Concord on Dec. 9. 
	 “I think what is very positive about what 
I’ve seen from these girls is that they’re very 
close,” Silva said. “There’s not one player 
that stands out. It’s a collective effort right 
now.”
	 Acalanes has spent the opening weeks 
of the season studying up on the offensive 
system of new head coach Anthony Rascon. 
While the coach has been putting his play-
ers through classroom sessions as part of the 
learning process, the crash course isn’t just 
about strategy and technique. 
	 “The most important thing is building 
team chemistry,” Rascon said. “And that’s 
what we’re doing right now in order to get 
ourselves in a position where we can be con-
tenders for the championship of NCS.”
	 After losing to San Ramon Valley on the 
road 2-0 on Nov. 29, beating St. Patrick St. 
Vincent by forfeit at home on Dec. 2 and los-
ing to Monte Vista, 2-1, in Danville on Dec. 
9, the Dons are 1-2 in nonleague play. 
	 Throughout the nonconference and DAL 
schedule, the Dons will be leaning on a crew 
of established contributors. Senior Molly 
Davis anchors the defense as the center 
back, senior Callie Ericksen and junior Em-
ily Smith operate in the midfield and junior 
target striker Kierra Krawec has a “cannon-
like” shot. Krawec is joined up top by star 
senior striker Caroline Clark. 
	 “She has a great left foot and she’s a very 
promising player. She reminds me a little of 
myself,” Rascon said with a chuckle. “That’s 
why she caught my eye. I think she’s a very 
effective offensive player and I am assum-
ing she’s going to have lots and lots of goals 
this season and hopefully going to be voted 
(league) MVP.”

The Acalanes Dons	 Photos Gint Federas

The Campolindo Cougars	

The Miramonte Matadors	

Correction: 
In the Nov. 30 issue of the paper, the article “Campo Boys Cross Country 
Team Finishes 3rd at State” incorrectly listed Navid Boozarpour as the 
Cougars’ fifth-place finisher at the NCS Championships. Edward Buckley 
was Campolindo’s fifth finisher at the race.



  Page:                        LAMORINDA WEEKLY            925-377-0977                www.lamorindaweekly.com           Wednesday, December 14, 2016

Top row, left to right: Alex, Anna, Leliah, Libby, Scarlet, Macey, Bottom row,: Annie, 
Aia, Reese, Shannon and Danielle, Coaches: Jack Mosher and April Murphy (not pic-
tured) 

Coach Chris Dankworth, Reese Dankworth, Kiva Tringe, Bryn Billings, Molly Hanson, Julia 
Lyons, Addison Dankworth, Emme Martin, Estelle Block, Elle Hansen, Emily Roberts, 
Coach Jeremy Roberts 

Andrew Upp, Brady Adams, Cole Haraburda, Jacob Chun, Matthew Wen, Matty Szulc, 
Rhett Hollyfield, Riley Shafer, Spencer Bennett.  Evertt Zellmer (not pictured)  Coaches, 
Stefan Szulc and Todd Upp 

Back row (left to right): Chandler Peatross, Lewis Collinson, Coach Tim Collinson, Isaiah 
Orlando, Luke Watson, Coach Trig Gullbert.  Middle row Samuel Bequette, Thomas Be-
quette, Sam Hafner,Matthew Koo, Jason Sabbadini, Harry David, Will Stetic, Ethan Gullbert. 
Front row: Nicholas Crosby, James Crosby, James Trainer,  John Halstead (not pictured) 

Front Row: Blake Hutchinson, Luke Martinez, Tyler Galloway, Ben Whipple, Blaise Clancy.  
Back Row:  Matthew Bacon, Anthony Sanguinetti, Rocco Fraioli, John Kemner, Niko 
Tzorbatzakis, Dashiell Strottman.    Coaches, (L) Dave Sanguinetti and (R) Chuck Strottman 

Bottom Row (L-R) Grady Conrad, Ethan Freeby, Tim Widyono, Arik Shehter                   
Middle Row: Nick Mitroll, Christian Davis, Blake Webster, Charlie Murrin, Casey Dow, Char-
lie Cooper, Britain Ellis, Charlie Hill. Coaches: Gary Hill, Derrick Webster, Charley Murrin  

Back Row (L-R)  Coach Joelle Shinaman, Edith Palmer, Hannah Friedman, Avery Robb, 
Maya Shinaman, Kayla Lurie, Coach Brian Houston.  Bottom Row, Stella Byrne, Avery Pep-
per, Esa Orman . (Not pictured, Paige Dorward, Katelyn Forschler, Sienna Houston) 

Back Row (L-R):  Hanna Glasky, Natalie Aikeen, Madison McGhee, Carolina Wachowski, 
Katie Kostolansky, Addie Miles, Ellie Sheberies, Maddie Jerge,                                              
Front Row: Annelise Motto, Tatum Haggerty, Anna Mollohan, Alexis Suer, Kennedy Shea  
Coaches, Zion Jerge, Stephen Shea (not picturered) 
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian	 ...read on page D12

Snuff Out Holiday Entertaining Stress 
By Kara Navolio

It seems as if we just weathered Thanksgiving, 
and now it’s time to do it all again: dress up the 
house, don our finest clothes and best behavior, 

and plan for those Christmas, Hanukkah and New 
Year’s celebrations.
	 Certainly the Holidays mean looking forward 
to spending time with our families; but they also 
bring stress like no other time of the year. Not only 
is it the stress of entertaining, but also in those in-
terpersonal relationships with family members — 

you know the ones — with whom you may not see 
eye to eye. Sometimes even the best of friends or 
family members may snap under the pressure of a 
Santa-sized bag of expectations.
	 Here are some sure-fire ways to reduce stress so 
you can enjoy holiday entertaining:
	 1. Pre-planning. “Planning is essential; the 
earlier, the better,” says Margie Reyerson, an Orin-
da-based marriage and family therapist. Thinking 
ahead and making lists can reduce stress. By writ-

ing it all down you can release some of the thoughts 
that keep you from relaxing and sleeping.
	 That pre-planning is essential if you are enter-
taining or hosting events in your home, says Lisa 
Cecconi, brand manager for Lafayette’s Misto Lino. 
“I sometimes like to take a day off work when I can, 
just to focus on buying groceries when no one else 
is shopping.”
	 ... continued on page D4

Holiday entertaining can be elegant or eclectic, and let friends bring food to the party.  	 Photos provided
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
10
11
7

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
	 $525,000
	 $725,000
	 $1,065,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
	 $1,975,000
	 $1,445,000
	 $1,730,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
687 Francis Drive, $790,000, 3 Bdrms, 2309 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 11-15-16
10 Kelly Ann Court, $930,000, 4 Bdrms, 1884 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 11-9-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $805,000, 07-15-04
3146 Maryola Court, $1,425,000, 4 Bdrms, 2202 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 11-8-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 11-05-15
557 Merriewood Drive, $1,405,000, 3 Bdrms, 2270 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 11-16-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $345,000, 12-15-93
1450 Rancho View Drive, $1,665,000, 4 Bdrms, 4105 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 11-10-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,251,000, 04-30-08
3326 Ridge Road, $1,654,500, 4 Bdrms, 3101 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 11-10-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $950,000, 04-12-04
1620 Shangri La Court, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 3292 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 11-18-16
3160 Somerset Place, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 2717 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 11-9-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,410,000, 07-24-15
1281 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 3905 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 11-9-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $940,500, 12-03-99
3713 West Road, $525,000, 1 Bdrms, 832 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 11-18-16
	 ... continued on page D11

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

SOLD AND I CAN SELL YOURS
1748 Spyglass Ln,

Moraga

Highly desirable
MCC

3878 Paseo
Grande, Moraga

Highly desirable
neighborhood

Spectacular 
Views

Represented Buyer

135 Amber Valley
Dr, Orinda 

Prestigious Orinda
Downs

Represented Buyer

Represented Seller

56 Bates
Blvd,Orinda

Represented Seller and Buyer

Spectacular
Mediterrannean

1780 Granada
Dr, Concord

Represented Seller

Executive Style
Condo

2582 Oak Rd,
Walnut Creek

Represented Seller

Represented SellerRepresented Seller Represented Seller

Quiet 
cul-de-sac

3305 Newport
Ct, Walnut Creek

Represented Buyer

Entertainer's Dream
home with yard. 

Fairy Tale 
Setting

Artist's Delight
with park like yard. 

24 Jennifer Highlands
Ct, Lafayette

Represented Buyer

Convenient location
with huge yard

1571 1st Ave,
Walnut Creek

35 Oak Rd, 
Orinda

155 Erselia Trl,
Alamo

Happy Holidays 

Obtaining a Mortgage is Not Easy These Days!!
Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!



WWW.DUDUM.COM
CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

BRENTWOOD
160-B GUTHRIE LANE, #3
BRENTWOOD, CA 9453

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVENUE, #A

DANVILLE, CA 94526
O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441

JON WOOD TEAM

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

JOHN 
FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053IN MEMORIAM

BEN MILLER

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500 925.360.8662

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.876.0966

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.915.0851

TINA FRECHMAN

925.212.7617

SHERRY HUTCHENSPAT AMES

925.330.5849

We would like to thank the Lamorinda community for another amazing year,  
and we look forward to being your preferred real estate brokerage for years to come. 
Wishing you and your loved ones great joy and many blessings this holiday season.

Warmest 
Holiday Wishes

from all of us at
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Snuff Out Holiday Entertaining Stress 
... continued from page D1

2. Simplify. “It’s important to remember that 
the purpose of the holidays is the joy, the cele-
bration, and family time,” Reyerson says. 
	 Consider using beautiful paper products 
instead of china to simplify clean-up. Or may-
be you can use paper plates just for dessert and 
simple table decorations. “I like to decorate 
with things from nature for the Holiday table,” 
adds June Santoro of Misto Lino. “Things you 
have in your own yard, like fall leaves, branch-
es, acorns, lemons all arranged on a simple ta-
ble runner with votive candles interspersed.”
	 3. Set a tone of serenity. Reyerson sug-
gests lighting candles all around your home. 
You can add music that is calming too. If 
your family enjoys football, try to negotiate 
in advance which one game you will watch, 
modeling moderation and family time for the 

children. Keep electronics and TVs off during 
meals and present opening.
	 4. Get outside. If you are hosting, try to 
get in a walk or some exercise in the morning 
before guests arrive, or before the madness of 
digging beneath the Christmas tree.
	 5. Set tables in advance. If you are host-
ing a brunch or dinner, Santoro suggests get-
ting the table ready two days in advance. This 
gives you the time to make sure your infre-
quently used dishes and glasses are clean and 
eliminates another chore on the day of the 
event.
	 Cecconi agrees — it goes back to that ear-
ly preparation thing. “The less you have to do 
right before an event, the better.”
	 ... continued on page D6

December 17 & 18 from 12-4 pm

Ring in the New Year in this extraordinary home! 

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com

www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Happy Holidays!



DanaGreenTeam.com

Call us today if you are interested in selling your home!

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2011 THROUGH 2016
Lamorinda's Best

Realtor

HOMES WANTED!
Our Buyers’ Holiday Wish List:

Trail Neighborhood 
$1M - $3M

Silver Springs or
Lafayette Woodlands

Sleepy Hollow 
Up to $2.5M

Happy Valley
Large or Small

We may have a 
Buyer for You!

Orinda Woods
Detached Single Story

Lamorinda Original 
Homes with Potential 

Homes in Lamorinda 
with 1/2 Acre, Flat Lots

Burton Valley
Neighborhood

Kelly Wood
925.381.7172 

Dana Green
925.339.1918
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	 6. Let others prepare or bring food. Ask guests 
to bring a dish already prepared. This keeps the kitchen 
free of too many people trying to use limited space. Or 
consider purchasing part of the meal or the entire din-
ner. Stores like Lafayette’s Diablo Foods offer a com-
plete holiday meals for a reasonable price. 
	 7. Enlist help. Kids can set the table. Family 
members can take shifts with the clean-up duties. If it’s 
too hard for you to ask for help, get your spouse or a 
sibling to ask for you. “It’s important for men and boys 
to help too. Boys need to see men helping in the kitch-
en,” says Reyerson.
	 8. Vent. If you need to vent your frustrations, 
find a trusted friend or family member and do it. As 

Reyerson says, “Get it off your chest; discharge it in-
stead of keeping it in. You don’t want it to come out 
later in another form.”
	 9. Have a plan for dealing with conflict if it 
arises. “If you are concerned about divisive political 
opinions or a family member’s drinking issues, think 
of ways to change the subject and redirect the conver-
sation,” Ryerson says. “Remind your guests that we are 
all here to appreciate each other. Don’t give attention 
to bad behavior.” You can also use place cards if you 
feel the need to keep certain family members separat-
ed. 
	 10. Remember to enjoy the day. Cherish the 
time to be with your family. Sit down. Relax. It doesn’t 

send a good message to children when they see mom 
and dad stressed out or running around the entire day. 
	 Cecconi suggests setting time aside right before 
guests arrive to relax, sip some sparkly and enjoy the 
fruits of your labor. “Getting in the right frame of mind 
before a party will set the tone for the whole event,” 
she says. 
	 Finally, try to see the Holidays through the chil-
dren’s eyes. Perfect gravy or elaborate decorations 
don’t matter; the relationships and the tone of the day 
do.
	 Happy Holidays!
	 [Peggy Spear contributed to this article.]

Snuff Out Holiday Entertaining Stress 
... continued from page D4

Lafayette's Misto Lino offers tips for easy holiday entertaining and decorating.



See, 
there are 
such things as  
clean, open spaces  
in Lamorinda.

TO ALL THE NEW 
HOME OWNERS

IN 2016,
HAPPY  

HOLIDAYS

1322 SUNSET LOOP,

 LAFAYETTE

5 PASEO LINARES,  

MORAGA

4080 LEGION CT,  

LAFAYETTE

3537 S SILVER SPRINGS,

 LAFAYETTE

407 RIDGE GATE RD,

ORINDA

858 MOUNTAIN VIEW DR,  

LAFAYETTE

483 PEACOCK DR,

LAFAYETTE

3222 APACHE COURT,

 LAFAYETTE

149 WESTCHESTER ST,

 MORAGA

1146 PALOMARES CT, 

LAFAYETTE

426 CASTELLO RD,

LAFAYETTE

0 BRODIA WAY, 

WALNUT CREEK

1721 MENDOTA WAY,

WALNUT CREEK

3531 FREEMAN RD,  

WALNUT CREEK

Wishing you Happy Holidays!

Sue Layng
// BROKER

925.963.7189 
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956
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Stylish Solutions

Tie up Your Holiday Decorating With 
Decorative Pine Cone Garlands
By Ann McDonald

Merry, merry! December is always a magical time 
of year, but oh so busy. This month I wanted to 
share some helpful tips for your holiday home 

that are perfectly easy to implement last minute. 
	 If you are running a tad behind on your decorating, 
go natural. I love the strong sentiment for décor inspired by 
nature. The simplest way to embrace the look is with pine 
cones, simple twigs and sticks. It may sound fundamental, 
but let me share how these three simple items can be used 
in your home and still look like you made an effort and 
planned.
	 A reminder about design: sometimes less is more. I 
love lavish to be sure, but the repeat of a simple element can 
bring a strong sense of design to any space. No apologies if 
you are overbooked this season and need to go this route. 
It’s your home and your space. Beauty is in your eye.
	 The Pine Cone Garland: 
	 It’s always nice in raw state, but if you have three hours 
to give to actual labor and about 24 hours overall (paint dry-
ing) to give to the process, this simple craft project (note: I 
am not a crafter by nature, so if I can do this, you can too) 

can have a huge impact on your home. Go overboard with a 
simple element and the strong design statement will make 
people think you planned this look from the midsummer. 
You will have garland for miles, some with lights, as well as 
arrangements for bowls, book shelves and coffee tables
	 How: We are dipping the bottom half of the pine cone 
in paint, potentially adding some flocking on the tips where 
painted and using these as elements everywhere. These are 
easy to source on your morning walk in Lamorinda, or at 
the local hardware store or craft store. If you gather them, 
make certain to soap and soak, so uninvited critters aren’t 
part of your celebration!
	 I am loving the all-white look this year, but you can 
substitute any color that works in your home. We did one 
home in Reno this season in a deep red wine. It looks in-
credible! This is an easy and elegant approach. I like to use 
chalk paint due to the thick, matte look, paint can size (no 
transfer of paint needed) and coverage (no double dip-
ping). 
	 Dip your washed and dried pine cones into the paint 
about half way up. Let them hang to dry, rolling on news-
paper to get any drips out from the center section. Apply a 
thin coat of spray sealer if you think you may use them next 
year, so paint doesn’t end up all over your storage boxes.
	 ... continued on page D10

	 Photos provided

Winter 
is Coming is
Here   
By Andi Peterson Brown

A CB Top Producer
AndiBrownHomes.com

925.818.4588

Winter is upon us, and there is no
better time than now to spend a

few hours preparing your home for
continued cold and wet weather. In fact,
now that we have a few storms under our
belt, it’s a logical time to inspect and see
what is and isn’t working on our
properties. These easy tips can prevent
future costly repairs, lower your utility
bills, and ultimately protect your largest
investment.  
• Clean your gutters.  It’s so easy and
yet so hard. But failing to clean your
gutters will cause long term water damage
to your siding, roofing, and wood trim. 
• Inspect your roof and flashing. Been
some time since anyone’s been up there?
For minimal cost, a roofer can inspect,
diagnose, and perform basic repairs.  
• Turn off or greatly reduce landscape
irrigation. With our automated systems
and in-ground drip systems, it’s easy to
forget about. 
• Extend downspouts.  Water should
drain a few feet away from your
foundation, not flow right onto it.  
• Inspect your heating system. For
minimal cost, and HVAC technician can
tune up, clean, and perform basic repairs
to ensure your system is running at
maximum efficiency.
• Reverse your ceiling fans to push
warm air down.
• Caulk around windows and doors.
And those foam and fabric front door
draft stoppers—yes, those, the ones on late
night infomercials for twelve bucks—they
work wonders.

real local • real knowledge • real value
CalBRE# 01738605

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered
trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Sub-

sidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate

LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.



Sellers
53 E. Altarinda, Orinda $2,117,000

3790A Happy Valley, Lafayette $3,900,000
42 Haciendas, Orinda $1,675,000

125 Alta Haciendas, Orinda $3,600,000
858 Mt. View, Lafayette $1,780,000
395 Fernwood, Moraga $1,482,500

213 Overhill, Orinda $1,787,000
54 E. Altarinda, Orinda $1,650,000

97 Meadow View, Orinda $1,435,000
61 St. Stephens, Orinda $1,850,000

621 Augusta, Moraga $875,000

Buyers
125 Alta Haciendas, Orinda $3,600,000

4 Via Floreado, Orind $955,000
48 Rheem, Orinda $2,425,000

199 Crestview, Orinda $1,637,000
230 Glorietta Blvd, Orinda $1,620,000

108 Overhill, Orinda $3,205,000
630 Tahos Road, Orinda $1,750,000

90 Hillcrest, Orinda $880,000
2026 Belford Drive, Walnut Creek $1,100,000

6 Carey Court, Moraga $1,145,000
35 Candle Terrace, Orinda $3,600,000

30 Sea Pines, Moraga $1,450,000

Homes that 
Found the 
Right Fit  
in 2016

AMYROSESMITH

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Suite 103 
Orinda, CA 94563 
Phone: 925.212.3897
Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959 

Opening new doors for buyers and sellers 
 in Lamorinda is what truly makes my year complete. 

Best wishes to you and your families for a happy 2017!
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Stylish Solutions

Tie up Your Holiday Decorating	 ... continued from page D8

	 Wait 24 to 36 hours to use. Make sure paint is dry before placing on furniture!
	 For the garland: About two rows down from the top, wrap and knot tie the 
pine cones so they don’t move, using a strong but simple rope. Be careful that the 
rope you use doesn’t break easily. Some brands are less hardy than others. Vary the 
spacing according to your design eye. We have gone as narrow as 4 inches for an 
almost solid look and as wide as 24 inches for an oversized, contemporary look. For 
a festive touch, add fairy lights that are battery operated.
	 I like this garland because it can be as long as needed. No 6-foot limits! The 

only thing holding you back is the number of pine cones and length of your rope. 
If you need to string light sets together, tape the battery packs to the back of a pine 
cone on the garland. A heavy dose of double-sided tape works well, but do use 
enough to hold. For large battery packs, you may need to hack off the back side of 
one pinecone to hide. Did I say hack off? I meant cut off carefully.
	 This simple garland is easy to make with all sizes of pine cones. For our Tahoe 
clients, we walk their properties and locate the biggest cones possible, dip them in 
paint, add a touch of “spray snow” (aka flocking) on the tips, and voila, a simple, 
natural, inspired décor.
	 For bookends, bowl displays and inserts for trees, consider dipping the tops 
instead of the bottoms. Add some gathered sticks and twigs and call it a day.
	 Let me know how your holiday home is coming along, and remember – no 
stress! This is about you and yours celebrating the holiday as best serves you and 
yours.
	 For additional information or to engage our course, Stress Free Holiday Home, 
visit: www.stressfreeholidayhome.com. 
	 Shalom, from my home to yours!
	

Ann McDonald, IIDA, NAPO, is the 
Founder/CEO of Couture Chateau, a 
luxury interior design firm in Orinda. 
For a complete blog post including other 
design ideas, visit www.couturechateau.
com/blog.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 

or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays

•	 Diablo Magzine Five Star Real Estate Agent, 	2012-2016
•	 International Presidents Circle, 2014-2015
•	 Coldwell Banker Bay Area Top 90, 2014-2015
•	 Eco Broker Certified

Thinking about buying or selling a home in 2017? 
Now is the time to Plan and Prepare!

Tom Stack
Broker Associate
925.878.9964  |  Tom.Stack@camoves.com  |  www.TomStack.com                        

CalBRE #01501769
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www.9ShannonCt.com 

MORAGA - 122 Danefield Place  $1,450,000 
5BR / 3BA  *  2800 SQ FT   .399 ACRES    

 

MORAGA C.C. - Plan 11 - 806 Augusta Drive 
3BR / 2BA  *  1842 SQ FT    

 

MORAGA - 217 Corliss Drive 
4BR / 2.5BA  *  2357 SQ FT  

www.217Corliss.com

MORAGA
601 Augusta Drive, $725,000, 2 Bdrms, 1262 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 11-18-16; 		  Previous Sale: $585,000, 08-28-13
735 Augusta Drive, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2680 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 11-15-16
1001 Carter Drive, $1,148,000, 4 Bdrms, 2064 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 11-10-16
163 Corliss Drive, $1,175,000, 4 Bdrms, 2228 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 11-8-16; 		  Previous Sale: $139,000, 10-04-77
782 Crossbrook Drive, $1,320,000, 4 Bdrms, 2140 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 11-8-16
17 Mayfield Place, $1,445,000, 4 Bdrms, 2112 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 11-18-16; 		 Previous Sale: $1,198,500, 06-09-08
40 Merrill Circle #S, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 2946 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 11-10-16; 	 Previous Sale: $1,210,000, 06-05-14
1186 Moraga Road, $810,000, 4 Bdrms, 1802 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 11-8-16; 		  Previous Sale: $810,000, 11-08-16
4005 Paseo Grande, $1,265,000, 4 Bdrms, 2083 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 11-17-16; 	 Previous Sale: $264,500, 05-08-85
397 Springfield Place, $1,115,000, 4 Bdrms, 2072 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 11-18-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $944,000, 09-06-13
10 Williams Drive, $1,425,000, 4 Bdrms, 2557 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 11-16-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $620,000, 11-04-99
ORINDA
10 Descanso Drive, $1,527,000, 4 Bdrms, 2808 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 11-14-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $195,000, 01-22-90
41 Hillcrest Drive, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1380 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 11-15-16
205 Holly Lane, $1,065,000, 2 Bdrms, 1955 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 11-18-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $800,000, 03-30-07
61 Muth Drive, $1,183,000, 4 Bdrms, 2659 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 11-10-16
4 Nobi Lane, $1,730,000, 4 Bdrms, 3162 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 11-15-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,400,000, 08-12-09
31 Parkway Court, $1,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 1797 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 11-18-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $840,000, 07-19-04
22 South Trail, $1,350,000, 2 Bdrms, 2709 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 11-10-16; 
	 Previous Sale: $594,000, 08-13-03

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded		 ... continued from page D2  

         Re�nancing?  Purchase?  2nd Home? 

 Equal Housing Lender.  Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is a Delaware limited 
liability company, licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residen�al Mortgage Lending 
Act .  This is not an o�er for extension of credit or a commitment to lend.    Terms and condi�ons apply.  Addi�onal loan 
programs may be available.  This is not an o�er to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other 
applicable law. Call for details. 3/2015 NMLS ID # 1438399 Orinda Branch 

Call Becca today! 
 Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years. 

Becca Romonek Loan O�cer�Team Rider NMLS#1436604 
Cell: 925.899.5758 
Becca.Romonek@prospectmtg.com                 
8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda 
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Digging Deep 

Pace Be With You This Season 
By Cynthia Brian
“Adopt the pace of nature. Her secret is patience.” — Ralph Waldo Emerson

No, the title “Pace Be With You” is a not a typo.
	 Halloween was a few weeks away when 

retail stores began showcasing Christmas goods. 
The day after Thanksgiving, Christmas carols were 
ubiquitous with garlands, wreaths, Santa statues and 
twinkling lights adorned every space. As much as I 
love the Holidays, I detest the commercialization. 
My sanctuary during this chaotic period is to spend 
quality time in a garden where the flora and fauna 
abide by the terms of Mother Nature. Here, there is 
a natural rhythm to life. When we adopt an attitude 
of patience and pace ourselves, peace is the result. 
Being in nature will help you achieve these secrets 
of living mindfully.
	 I recently rested and rejuvenated on the ver-
dant Caribbean island of St. Lucia, where life oper-
ates at slower pace. The lush rainforests surround-
ed by sparkling aqua seas envelope this tiny oasis, 
providing a prescription for mindful meditation 
focused on nature. The wonders of marine life with 
reefs vibrant and alive with coral and fish compli-
ment the rich tropical jungles filled with the sounds 
and sights of birds, reptiles, and exotic creatures. 
Walking through the botanical gardens is a sensory 
experience, definitely a sublime forest-bathing ex-
perience in the Japanese practice of shinrin-yoku. 
Everywhere I looked I witnessed what we refer to 
as “houseplants” growing naturally in the rainforest 
and on the Pitons. Peace lilies, anthuriums, poinset-
tias, pothos, ferns, tillansia air plants, gingers, philo-
dendrons and palms-all happily communed in this 
natural setting. To see the symbiotic relationship be-
tween vines, trees, shrubs and other plants assured 
me that planet Earth has a will to survive. Whether 
the weather was monsoon raining or brilliant sun-
shine, being in such a pristine environment far re-
moved from the maddening crowd gave me reason 
to pause, pace and peace out!
	 ... continued on next pageFiddle leaf fig is decorated for the holidays.	 Photos Cynthia Brian
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	 Now that the chilly days and colder nights have halted any successful 
outdoor planting project, it’s time to bring a festive and healthy touch to 
your indoor décor with living tropicals. The plants from the rain forest will 
remove toxins, improve the air quality, and add beauty as colorful accents 
since during winter months when more time is spent inside. On the larger 
specimens like the fiddle leaf fig, you can wrap Christmas lights and sprinkle 
ornaments, pinecones, garlands or toppers to celebrate the season.
	 Staying healthy this season:
	 Gearing up for holiday meals may cause you to think of your waistline, 
but by considering the nutritional values of the foods, you’ll be able to de-
vour with delight. 
	 Roasting butternut squash brings out its natural sweetness. It can be 
paired with garlic, rosemary, cumin, coriander seeds and peppers for a healthy 
savory dish or, for a sweeter rendition, add nutmeg and cinnamon. (In St. Lu-
cia, every time I asked a waiter what made a particular dish so delicious, the 
answer would be “the secret ingredient is nutmeg!” I came home with the 
nuts to grate.) Squash is a no-cholesterol fruit packed with fiber and is a major 
source of vitamin A, providing benefits for your heart, eyes and skin. 
	 If you grew garlic, leeks and onions this year, you are enjoying the can-
cer-fighting properties of the chopping, smashing and dicing. These tasty 

alliums contain prebiotics (not to be confused with probiotics) that keep 
friendly bacteria in your intestines, help you absorb calcium, ward off colds, 
flu and heart disease, while lowering blood pressure. Add fresh garlic to your 
salads and sides for an extra health boost.
	 Beans are nutritional powerhouses loaded with vitamin K for bone 
health, fiber for digestion, folate for energy and magnesium for brains. Eat 
fresh green beans (never canned, unless you canned your fresh produce) and 
you’ll be fired up with antioxidants.
	 Sweet potatoes are very easy to grow and just one cup fulfills your daily 
ration of vitamin A necessary for vision and bone growth. If you are con-
cerned about combating wrinkles, the vitamins in sweet potatoes decrease 
creases while hydrating and repairing your skin.
	 Eat your spuds cold because when potatoes are cooked and cooled, 
they release “resistant starch”, a fiber that actually aids in burning fat. 
	 The antioxidants in red wine decrease heart disease and protect against 
cancer. Share a bottle of Lamorinda wine at your holiday feast to extend your 
life and your relationships!
	 Pumpkin pie is not only delicious. It is good for your complexion with 
its commanding antioxidants. One slice delivers four grams of fiber. Go 
ahead and have a second slice.			     ... continued on page D14

Bird of Paradise grows in our environment. Ginger plants in a variety of colors.
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BUY bulbs on sale. Many nurseries and garden centers are selling bulbs 50-
75 percent off retail because it is generally accepted that the planting is over. 
However, I plant bulbs through the end of January because our Mediterranean 
climate seems to keep the soil a bit warmer. Tulips are always a special treat, 
although we usually only get one to two years from a bulb. Alliums are a great 
choice because the deer won’t eat them and the blooms are terrific as a cut flow-
er. For the fragrant scent, nothing beats hyacinth; however always wear gloves 
when planting these bulbs as many people exhibit skin allergies to hyacinth.
MOW your lawn only every two weeks in the winter with the mower at 
3.5-inches.
SPREAD seeds of a cover crop to add nitrogen and nutrients to a vegetable 
plot.
DECORATE with tropical plants in varying sizes to dazzle and sparkle. The 
great thing about tropicals is how easy they are to grow and how long the 
blooms last. Read the instructions and enjoy the rainforest benefits. 

SPRAY-paint end-of-season gourds and pumpkins with gold, silver or bronze 
for an entry arrangement with pinecones and evergreen branches.
DONATE to your favorite nonprofit for an end of year tax deduction while 
making the life of someone else more pleasant. Please consider our local youth 
501(c)(3) charity, Be the Star You Are!®, www.BetheStarYouAre.org.
STAY healthy by eating fresh fruits and vegetables in season such as pomegran-
ate, persimmon, oranges, tangerines, lemons, winter squash, kale, potatoes and 
lots of lettuces and herbs.
PACE yourself. Nature is slowly going to sleep and this gives gardeners a chance 
to revitalize, refresh, restore and renew. You’ve worked hard all year. Give your-
self the gift of peace.
Wishing you a happy, healthy, and hallowed holiday month. Patience and peace 
be with you!
Happy growing! Happy gardening!

Cynthia Brian’s Mid-month Gardening Tips

The exotic golden shrimp plant can be found as an indoor tropical.Spray painted gourds and mini pumpkins with pinecones inside a child’s wheelbarrow.



   Wed.,  Dec. 14, 2016      OUR HOMES      Page:    D15

©2016
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at 
www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.  

Cynthia Brian paces in paradise.

Heliconia blossoms make spectacular, long lasting cut flowers.
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68 Loma Vista 
Beautifully updated mid-century 
modern lease. Exceptional 
details throughout. Walls of glass, 
integrated indoor/ outdoor living. 
Yard features drought tolerant 
planting. Serene loc. close to town, 
BART & schools.       $6,500/month

105 Crane Terrace 
Exceptional 4.87 acre gated 
estate traditional of incredible 
appeal on alluring knoll, private 
setting of pano views. Custom 
craftsmanship. Lovely grounds w/
lawns, gardens, mature trees.

       $2,950,000

20 Whitfield Court
Great parcel at top of knoll with 
views of Mount Diablo and ideal 
privacy. Truly special setting sites 
for development zoned R-10 & 
R-15. Wonderful opportunity for 
investment.

      $1,495,000

407 Miner Road 
Contemporary Estate for lease 
in OCC with 3 beds, 3 baths, 
4213 sq. ft. on amazing 1+ acre 
lot. High ceilings, spacious 
rooms, walls of glass. Pool/ spa, 
tennis court, gardens, redwoods 
& views!                $8,500/month

1996 D Ascot Drive 
Enjoy this picturesque setting 
of this 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo 
in Moraga. All rooms provide a 
light bright open feeling, and a 
serene view of the hills. Includes 
a covered parking area, pool, and 
other amenities.      $2,200/month

3507 Stewarton Drive 
Great 3 bedroom home in May 
Valley area. Dual panes, new 
carpets, hardwood floors & just 
painted. Huge living room with 
brick fireplace, & 2nd fireplace 
in family room/ kitchen. Close to 
schools, parks.             $574,900

4 Quail Ridge Lane 
This 2.87 acre lot enjoys 
spectacular valley views, filled 
with mature trees. Complete with 
approved plans to built 3276 
sq. ft. home. Great loc. not far 
from downtown, BART & award 
winning schools.          $590,000

1 Harrington Road 
Turnkey exclusive rental 
with new carpet, new paint & 
refinished hardwood floors. 
Open eat-in kitchen/ family room 
combo. Cathedral ceilings, pool 
& spa. Desirable Sanders Ranch 
gated community.   $6,300/month

1810 Ralston Avenue   Great 
opportunity in desirable Richmond 
View! Spacious home with 4 beds/ 
2.5 baths plus family room downstairs 
with brick fireplace. Updated kitchen, 
living room adjoins dining room with 
wall of windows. Amazing Bay & SF 
skyline views!                    $649,000

220 Camino Sobrante 
Special location on the lake. 
Classic, wood crafted 4bd/4ba 
home has great use of space on 
two levels, ideal for comfortable 
living & entertaining. Bonus 
sports court. Alluring setting of 
beauty & privacy.       $1,695,000

2601 Chelsea Drive 
Located in quiet Piedmont 
Pines this tastefully updated 
contemporary 1988 sq. ft. home on 
.28 acre has 3 beds, 2 baths, 2 car 
garage, spacious light filled rooms, 
beautiful master suite & epic views 
of the SF bay.                 $899,000

1443 Roackledge Lane, #1, 
Light and bright vintage Sequoia 
wrap model with 2 beds/1 bath. 
The home flows beau-tifully 
with enclosed sun-room creating 
additional living space. The deck 
provides extra outdoor space to 
take in the views.             $285,000

For Lease

For LeaseFor Lease

For Lease Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore 
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Joan Evans
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Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
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Charles Levine

Erin Martin
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Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker


